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Publisher’s Note 

The Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute has great 
pleasure in publishing the first part of the fifth and last volume 
of Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. P. V. Kane*s monumental Histoi-y 
of Dharmasastra. This part comprises two sections. The first 
section deals at length with many important vratas and utsavas 
such as Krsnajanmastaml, Durgotsava, Diwali, Sankranti, 
Mahasivaratrl, Holika, and also includes brief notices of about 
1100 vratas, pujas and utsavas with references; the second 
section deals with Kala (Time), and its philosophic conceptions 
from Vedic times downwards; Indian Astronomy and Astrology 
and the theories of Western scholars about them; naksatras and 
astrology baaed on them; muhurtas and their employment in 
religious rites; the Zodiacal signs; planets and week-days; 
principles laid down in Indian astrological works; calendar, 
eras and intercalary month; Yuga, Manvantara and Kalpa; 
Yoga and Karana; and reform of our calendarl 

The second part of this volume will treat of such topics 
as santisWedic and post-Vedic; Puranas and their influence on 
Dharmasastra, society and Buddhism; Tantras and Dharma- 
^astra; Purvamimarhsa and other darsanas in relation to Dharma- 
sastra; cosmology; the theory of punarjanma; the essential 
characteristics of our culture through the ages; and future trends* 

All prefatory matter, including list of abbreviations, brief 
synopsis of the contents, list of works consulted, etc., as also 
Greneral Index for the whole volume, will be given in the second 
part, which we hope to publish before long. 


R. N. Dandbkae 
Honorary Secretary. 





SECTION I 

VRATAS (Religious Vows) and UTSAVAS (Religious Festivals) 

CHAPTER I 

VRATA IN THE RGVEDA 

♦ 

Vrata is one of many Sanskrit words, the use and history of 
which extend over several thousand years. The derivation and 
semantic development of the word vrata have been the subject of 
great controversies. These questions have been dealt with by 
me at some length in the JBBRAS, voL 29 (1954) pp. 1-28, 
I shall here summarise the discussion contained therein. 

In the great St. Petersburg Dictionary the word vrata is 
derived from the root ‘ vr ’ (to choose) and the important senses 
of the word given in that Dictionary are: (1) will, command, law, 
prescribed order; (2) subservience, obedience,' service; (3) domain; 
(4) order, regulated succession, realm; (5) calling, office, custom¬ 
ary activity, carrying on, custom; (6) religious duty, worship, 
obligation; (7) any undertaking, religious or ascetic performance 
or observance, vow, sacred work; (8) vow in general, fixed 
purpose; (9) other specialized senses. Max Muller derived it 
from VT ‘ to protect ’ and held that it meant originally what is 
enclosed, protected, set apart, then what is settled or determined, 
law, ordinance and then ‘ sway or power *, Whitney, in a note 
on this word in the Proceedings published in J. A. O. S. voL XI 
pp. 29-31, after setting out the treatment of the word in the St 
Petersburg Dictionary, brushed aside Max Muller’s etymology 
as unsatisfactory and as possessing little plausibility and declared 
that he did not accept the derivation of the word from vr * to 
choose ’, that * vr ’ did not signify willing or command, but only 
choice or preference, though he admitted that there is a relation¬ 
ship between ‘ choose ’ and ‘ command He objected that ‘ to * as 
an affix (except in the formation of past passive participles) was 
very rare and that the only analogous word he could think of 
would be ‘marta’ from ‘mr’ to die. He preferred to derive the 
word from ‘vrt’ ‘to proceed’ and, though he admitted that the 
form vrata from ‘vrt’ with affix a would be exceptional, he 
thought that the words ‘ vraja * and ‘ trada ’ supported the deriva¬ 
tion and put forwe^rd the ground that the word ‘vrata* occurs 
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frequently in the Jlgveda with verbs of motion such as ^car\ 
*saic" or 'sac \ 

Prof, V. M, Apte contributed a long article on vrata to the 
3rd volume of the Bulletin of the Deccan College Eesearch 
Institute at Poona (pp. 407-488). Prof. Apte agreed with 
Whitney in deriving the word 'vrata from ‘ vrt boldly asserted 
that the derivation of the word from ‘ vr ’ to choose or ‘ vr ’ to 
guard or enclose is impossible (p. 410), that there is not a single 
vrata passage in the Pgveda which favours the meaning‘will, 
command, obedience or fixed purpose’, that *vrt’ not only means 
‘to proceed* (as Whitney holds) but also ‘ to turn, to turn oneself, 
turn round, revolve, move on * and that therefore ‘ vrata * means 
not only procedure, course of action, conduct, but also‘circular 
movement’ and then ‘route or circular path’ (pp. 411-412), 

My own view is that .both Whitney and Prof. Apte are 
wrong in deriving the word vrata from * vrt *. I further hold that 
passages in which ‘vft’ occurs with such as a, 

nUpari, pra or vi, would not be helpful in determining the 
original meaning of ‘vrt* by itself, since upasargas often totally 
change the meaning of the root^ that it is doubtful whether the 
root‘vrt’standing by itself means in the Pgveda ‘to proceed* 
(as Whitney thought) and I deny that ‘vrt’ occurring by itself 
without wpasar^as in the Bgveda ever means ‘to turn round, 
move on ’ (as Prof. Apte asserts). In my opinion the root ‘ vrt * 
by itself (and not used in a causal or frequentative sense) means 
simply ‘ to be, to remain, to abide ’. Occurrences of the root ‘ vrt * 
without any upasarga before or after it are few in the Pgveda. 
Some typical examples may be given. ‘ When, 0 Indra, thou 
didst strike down the wiles of Svarbhanu (the demon Rahu) that 
remained below the sky^’ (Rg. V. 40. 6); ‘the wheel does not 
affect (jolt) your chariot (O Asvins!) that is followed by songs 
one after another and that remains possessed of food ’ (Rg. VIR 5. 
34); * they (the dice) remain downwards (lie down on the board 
or ground) but they throb or strike above (i. e, they shake or 
terrify the hearts of gamblers); though they have no hands yet 
they defeat those that are endowed with hands ’ (Rg. X, 34. 9). 
Vide also Rg. X 27.19, X. 107.11 for other verses where ‘vrt’ 

2. ^ v, 40. 6; rh 

^ vin. 5 . 34 ; 
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occurs without an upasarga and means ‘ to remain or abide \ 
Even with an upasarga like ‘ sam ’ vrt means simply ‘ to be or 
to abide’ and not ‘revolve or turn* or ‘move on*. Vide Hg. Vl^ 
41. 2y X. 90.14, X. 121.1 and 7, X. 129.4, in which ‘ sam-vartatam’ 
or ‘samavartata’ simply means ‘let it remain* or ‘it was or 
existed*. Simply because ‘vrt’ with 'abhi* means ‘to turn 
towards or attack’ (as in Hg. IV. 43. 5 or V. 31. 5) or with ‘ 
means ‘ come down or return * (as in Rg. X. 19.1, 3, 5, X. 95.17) 
or with * pari ’ means ‘ roam over or round* (as in Rg. I. 164. 11 
and IV. 36.1), or with 'pra ’ means ‘ to proceed * (as in Rg. V. 30.8 
or X. 89.12), or with vi means ‘ roll or revolve ’ (as in Rg. I. 185. 
1 , V. 30. 8, V. 53. 7, VI. 9.1) it does not at all follow that the 
original sense of ‘ vrt ’ is, as Prof. Apte asserts (p. 411 end), ‘ to 
revolve or roll on *. Besides, the last two senses are somewhat 
contradictory. 

Prof. Apte complains that scholars were content as to vrata 
with the meanings ‘law, statute, command, sacrifice, vow, fixed 
purpose, duty* and did not take enough notice of the important 
part that the sense of ‘route or circular path* plays in the Rgveda. 
He opines that the divine vratas often mentioned in the Rgveda 
rather mean ‘the heavenly routes, the divine rounds, the periodi¬ 
cal movements round the sky closely adhered to by the gods 
themselves’ rather than ‘holy laws’ laid down by a particular 
deity. Adopting a suggestion of Tilak in ‘Orion* (p. 154) that 
the path of rta sometimes mentioned in the Rgveda is the broad 
belt of the Zodiac which the luminaries never transgress. Prof. 
Apte sets out to prove that the word ‘rta’ in the Rgveda primarily 
means the belt of the Zodiac (vide his paper in the Silver Jubilee 
volume of the Annals of the B. O. R I, pp. 55-56). This theory 
has failed to appeal to eminent Vedic scholars. In my humble 
way I endeavoured to show in the 4th vol. of the H. of Dh. (pp-2-5) 
that ‘rta’ has three senses in the Rgveda, one of which is ‘the 
course of nature or the regular general order in the cosmos’. ‘The 
path by which the group of Adityas reaches rta’ in Rg. 141. 4? 
or the statement in Rg. 1164.11 ‘the wheel of rta, that has 
twelve spokes (12 constellations or months), continually goes 
round the sky without being worn out’ are only illustrations of 
the first meaning of rta. But this meaning of rta by itself sheds 
hardly any light on the meaning of vrata. Rta and vrata are 


^ I 1.164.11. 
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not synonyms and it is dijfificult to see how, conceding for argu¬ 
ment that *rta’ is the belt of the Zodiac, vrata means, as Prof. 
Apte obviously thinks, the same thing, pta is an Indo-European 
word but so far as I know ‘vrata’ is not even shown to be Indo- 
Iranian, much less Indo-European. 

Prof. Apte advances the theory that there are two parallel 
phases of the semantic evolution of the word ‘vrata’ viz. a ‘divine 
phase’ and a ‘human’ phase. I feel no hesitation in denying the 
existence of any such distinction in the meaning of the word 
‘vrata’. Prof. Apte arranges (pp. 414-415) the so-called divine 
phase of the meaning of vrata into six groups, viz. (I) turning 
round, passage, procedure, physical activity, (II) circular path, 
settled or beaten route, (III) sphere or region of movement or 
influence, (lY) routine, laws of movement; periodic appearance 
or visit, customary activity, recurring march, (Y) victorious 
advance or strength, (Yl) ordinance, law, rule or code of conduct. 
In the so-called ‘human phase’ of semantic development he sets 
out four groups of senses, viz. (I) physical activity (as disting¬ 
uished from mental), duty, profession; (H) the sum total of those 
peculiar ethical and religious duties and practices which made 
Up the culture pattern of the Aryans; (III) the specific social and 
religious duties of the three classes of Aryan society; (lY) devo¬ 
tion to duty in general on the part of men and women. 

I have summarised Prof. Apte’s long list of meanings in ten 
groups. The very fact that Prof. Apte had to marshall over sixty 
English equivalents for the meaning of the word ‘vrata which 
occurs in the Pgveda only about 220 times by itself or in com¬ 
bination with other words is enough to make scholars suspicious 
about the correctness of the entire scheme. Though he had the 
hardihood to assert in one place (p. 410)^ that no passage in the 
Bgveda favours the meaning ‘will or command’ he admits (on 
pp. 476“*477) that in three passages (Pg. U. 38. 7, X. 10. 5, X. 33.9) 
the meaning of vrata as ‘ordinances laid down by a divinity for 
devotees or human beings’ is quite acceptable to him and further 
that in about 25 passages (which come under groups II to lY of 
the so-called human phase of Prof. Apte) vrata either means 
‘ethical or religious code of practices of the three classes of 
Aryans’ or ‘beneficent sway or devotion’. 


4. Hereafter up to note 23 wherever only pages are mentioned and 
no work, the reference is to the pages of the 3rd vol. of the Bulletin of the 
Deccan College Research Institute. 
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I shall now state my own views on the derivation and the 
meanings of the word vrata in the Ilgveda, I derive the word 
from the root ‘vr’ (to choose). From this root comes the word 
Vara’ (bridegroom who is chosen from among several men by a 
maiden or her guardian), which occurs in Bg. IX. 101.14 and 
X. 85. 8 and 9. Choosing involves willing or volition on the 
part of the person choosing. Hence Vr’ also means ‘to will*. 
Therefore, when the word vrata is derived from ‘vr’ with the 
suffix ‘ta’, the meaning of vrata can be ‘what is willed’ or simply 
‘wiir. The will of a person in power or authority is a command 
or law unto others. Devotees believe that gods have laid down 
certain commands to be followed by themselves as well as by all 
beings. Thus comes the sense of ‘law or ordinance’. A command 
of a superior imposes and implies a corresponding duty to obey. 
When commands are obeyed or duties are performed in the same 
way for long, they become the patterns of obligations i. e. cus¬ 
toms or practices. When persons believe or feel that they must 
perform certain acts as ordained by gods, then arises the sense 
of religious worship or duty. If a man imposes upon himself 
certain restrictions as to his behaviour or food to win the favour 
of gods that becomes a sacred vow or religious observance. Thus 
the several meanings of the word ‘ vrata ’, which I derive from the 
root‘vr’, are command or law, obedience or duty, religious or 
moral practices, religious worship or observance, sacred or solemn 
vow or undertaking, then any vow or pattern of conduct. It should 
not be supposed that these several meanings followed one another 
in a time sequence. Two or more meanings might have been 
simultaneously in vogue such as ‘ordinance, duty or obedience’. 
These meanings of vrata set out by me are quite sufficient for 
the interpretation of almost all Bgveda passages in which the 
word occurs. 


When Whitney derived the word ‘vrata’ from Vrt’ with affix 
*a’, he could cite only two words ‘vraja’ and ‘trada’ as parallel 
But it is quite possible to argue that ‘vraja’ is not analogous to 
vrata (if derived from ‘vrt’). Vraja (cowpen) occurs in the 
Bgveda in II 38. 8, IV. 1.15, IV. 16. 6, V. 6. 7, V. 33.10, can very 
well be derived from ‘vraj’ to go and Pap ini lH 3.119 appears to 
derive5 it from ‘vraj’in the sense of ‘karana’ or adhikarana. 
The root ‘vraj’ occurs in the Bgveda.^ If vraja is derived item 


r I tn. III. 3. 119 on which % 
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the root ‘vraj*, it is not on all fours with vrata derived from ‘vrt*. 
Whitney probably derived Vraja’ from ‘vrj*. But the meaning 
of ‘vraja* (cowpen) can hardly arise from the root ‘v^’ (to give 
up, abandon). The word ‘trada’ occurs only once in the Bgveda 
(Vin. 45. 28)^ and is applied to Indra. It is difficult to say from 
what root, if any, it is derived. Whitney probably derived it 
from‘trd* to injure or pierce. The word ‘trdilah’ (crushing) is 
applied to the stones (gravanah) which crush soma stalks® (Bs* 
X 94. 11). Whitney says he knows only one word ‘marta’ 
derived from ‘mr’ (to die) with the affix ‘ta’ which is analogous 
to vrata if the latter be derived from ‘vr*. But Whitney failed 
to notice other words with the affix ‘ta’ (not past passive partici¬ 
ples) such as ‘karta’ (deep hole, cavern) (in Bg. 1 121.13, II. 29.6, 
IX. 73. 8 and 9) and ‘garta’ (cavity or seat in a war chariot) (in 
Bg. H 33.11, V. 62. 5 and 8, VI. 20. 9, VII. 64. 4), vata (wind) 
from ‘ va ’ ( Bg. V. 31. 10, X. 168.1 &c.), dhurta and several 
others. 

Prof. Apte cites the word vartani (which means ‘way’ in 
Bg. I 23. 9, V. 61. 9, VII. 8.16, VIB 23.19, VIII. 63. 8) as analog¬ 
ous to vrata (from vrt). But that word lends very little help. 
In ‘vartani’ there is guna (vrt becomes vart); besides vartani 
cannot be derived from ‘vrt’ meaning ‘turn round or revolve* 
(which Prof. Apte gives as the original meaning), but from the 
meaning ‘to abide’ or at the most ‘to proceed’ and further 
‘vartani’ has practically only one meaning in the Bgveda, while 
vrata has to be paraphrased by sixty different words in English 
by Prof. Apte. 

Prof. Apte following Whitney relies on the fact (p. 409) that 
vrata is frequently employed in the Bgveda with verbs of motion 
such as anu-i, anu^car, anu-ga^ anu-vrt. But these roots take on 
another meaning (viz. ‘to follow or observe’) owing to the presence 
of ‘anu* and in almost all the passages where the forms of these roots 
with anu occur there is no indication whatever of physical motion, 
but only that of ‘ obeying or observing Besides, the root ‘ car * 
itself is not used in the sense of physical motion in several 
passages of the Bgveda, but in the sense of ‘ performing ’ and 


7. ^ snrrsTt ^ n vm. 45. 28, 

^ would mean‘(ladra) who is the injurer of pine,* which 
would be absurd, Indra sets free cows imprisoned by Vrtra, 


8. i x. 94, ii,. 
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•observing*. Vide’ Hg. I. 52. 6, IIL 54.2, VI 9.6, VU. 89.5. 
Moreover, in words like brahmacari (Rg. X 109.5) and 
vratacarivah (Bg. Vll. 103.1) the meaning of a physical motion, 
if it was the original one at all, is totally absent and the mean¬ 
ing ‘ performing ’ or ‘ observing ’ is the only one possible. Some 
occurrences of the roots ‘sa^c’ and ‘sac’ in which the meaning of 
physical motion is inapplicable but the meaning ‘resort to, 
accept or be united to’ appears to be intended are found in Hg. 
II. 1.13, VII. 28.4 (for forms of ‘sasc’) and IV. 12. 2., VII. 85. 5, 
VIII 4.9, IX. 95.4 (for forms of ‘sac’). 

It is now necessary to examine the contention of Prof. Apte 
that vrata means in the Jtgveda the tracks or routes that the 
various luminaries trace in the heavens. Vratas are spoken of 
not only in relation to Agni, Indra, Mitra, Soma, Usas, Savitr 
and Adityas but also in relation to Varupa (in Pg. I. 25.1, HI. 
54.18, V. 69.4, Vn. 83.9), Brhaspati (in H. 23.6), Indra and 
Brahmapaspati (H. 24.12), Aditi (1.144.12, VH. 87.9), Parjanya 
(V. 83. 5) and Asvins (1.183. 3). Conceding for a moment that 
by some stretch of imagination or some linguistic acrobatics one 
can speak of the vratas of Agni, Adityas, Mitra, Indra, Savitr 
and Usas as referring to the tracks of luminaries in the heavens^ 
the mid regions and on the earth, one should like to know 
whether Aditi, Asvins, Varupa, Brhaspati or Brahmapaspati are 
luminaries and what tracks they were supposed to trace in the 
heavens or elsewhere. Scholars are not agreed as to the meaning 
of Aditi or as to. the physical or celestial phenomena Varupa or 
the Asvins were supposed to represent. Aditi is a riddle, being 
identified with the heaven and the mid regions and also spoken 
of as the father, mother or the son or as the mother of Daksa and 
also his daughter; vide Bg. I. 89. 10, II. 27.1, X 72. 4-5 and 
Nirukta XI. 23 as to Aditi and Bg. H. 1- H where Agni is 
identified with Aditi. Long before the times of the Nirukta 
there was difference on the question of the nature of Alvins, 
some identifying them with Heaven and Earth, or day and 
night, or the Sun and the Moon or two meritorious kings 
(Nirukta XII. 1), while some Western scholars hold them to be 
the Morning and the Evening star or Castor and Pollux. The 
endeavour of interpreters of the Bgveda should be to assign such 


9. qff ^ 52.6; nlf 

^ 551^ 5 sTSfR^t III. 54. 2; ft 

ftjS VI. 9. 6. 
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a derivation and meaning to the word vrata as would be appro¬ 
priate in all cases where the word vrata is brought in relation to 
some gods. In my opinion the only meanings that can be well 
construed with all passages in which the vratas of the several 
gods mentioned above are referred to is ‘commands or ordin¬ 
ances, religious or moral practices or worship or vows.’ One does 
not understand what Prof. Apte means when he remarks at 
(p. 442) in a tone of ridicule that observing or obeying the ‘ordin¬ 
ances or religious worship of gods’ is a soft job and looking after 
the paths or the tracks of luminaries is a strenuous one. If 
anything, the reverse of this should be true. 

The word ‘samraj’ appears to be applied to a human king in 
Bg.^° VII. 58. 4 ‘the sovereign, protected by you, O Maruts 1 kills 
the enemy’, and in Bg. X. 85. 46 the newly married girl has the 
blessing ‘be you a queen’ (samrajhi). Varuna, Mitra, Indra, 
Agni, Visve-devah and Adityas are called kings (rgjan) and 
emperors (samraj) in Bg. II. 41.6, HI. 10.1, III. 54.10, V. 85.1, 
VH. 38. 4, vni. 27. 22, X. 63. 5. Varupa (who is praised in about 
12 hymns) is called samraj oftener than even Indra praised in 
about 200 hymns. What is more natural than to suppose 
that the gods called kings and emperors were believed to 
have laid down commands or ordinances to be obeyed by aU. 
Though Bgvedic sages extol several gods they had already 
arrived at the conception that there .was only one Supreme 
Being that was addressed under diiferent names such as Indra, 
Mitra, Varuna, Agni and assumed several forms (Bg. 1.164. 46, 
VI 47. 18, X 121. 1, X. 129. 1~2). Vratas are spoken of as 
dhruva (immutably fixed) as in II. 5. 4, 111. 56. 1, V. 69. 4 and as 
adabdha (unharmed, unassailable) as in 1. 24.10, IL 9.1,111.54.18, 
Vn. 66. 6 and daiiya (divine) as in Bg.I.70.1,1. 92.12, Vll.75.3. 
One must carefully remember these facts when ascertaining the 
exact meaning of vrata mentioned in connection with almost ail 
the prominent gods of the Bgveda. It is often stated in the 
Bgveda that the vratas of the god whom the sage for the moment 
praises are not violated by other gods. Some striking examples^^ 


10. VII. 58. 4, 

11. ^ ^ ^ I ^ 

II- 38. 9; qr ^ ^ ^ 

OTTWf I 5T m 56. l; 

34ni#nT 

(Continue on n^xt page) 
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may, be given here : Pg. IQ. 7. 7 ‘the gods observe the vratas of 
gods’ (deva devanam-anu hi vrata guh); II. 38. 9 ‘I invoke for my 
welfare with salutations god Savitr whose vrata is not violated 
by Indra, Varuna, Mitra, Aryaman, or Kudra or by the (god’s) 
enemies ’; III 56. 1 ‘the primeval and immutably fixed vratas are 
not destroyed by the wily (demons), nor by the wise (sages), nor by 
the well-disposed Heaven and Earth and the firmly fixed mount¬ 
ains are not there for being bent down’; VUI. 42.1 ‘the all-know¬ 
ing and powerful (Varuna) made Heaven firm, he measured 
(created) the expanse of the earth; the great king sits over (rules) 
all the worlds; all these are the vratas of Varuna’. Vide also 
1.101. 3, II. 24. 12, II. 38. 2, III. 30. 4, V. 69. 4. 

The above mentioned passages clearly show that the Vedic 
sages believed that not only did the several gods observe or carry 
out the immutably fixed ordinances laid down by themselves or by 
any one of them but that even wily demons had to observe them and 
that waters or rivers flow as ordained by gods. We have to take 
into account along with these beliefs that the llgveda often adverts 
to the fact that human beings also break (or violate) the vratas 
of gods, are liable to be punished therefor and pray to the gods 
to pity them and to withhold the punishment. For example, 
Pg. I. 25.1-2 ‘Whatever ordinance (vrata) of thine, O Varuna! 
we may break day to day as people (subjects) do (i. e. break the 
king’s law) do not reduce us to death &c.’; X. 25. 3 ‘O Soma I if 
I transgress your perfect (lit. well-baked) vratas, then in thy 
exhilaration (at our sacrifices) take pity on us as a father does 
towards his son’. Vide also VII. 89. 5, VIII. 48. 9. 


(Continued from last page) 

ad iPf H VIII. 42 1; .the word vrata occurs 6ve times in II. 38 (verses 
2, 3, 6, 7, 9) and should be construed according to the general rules of inter¬ 
pretation in the same sense in all verses of the same hymn at least. Prof. Apte 
admits (on p. 476) that the meaning * ordinances ’ would be appropriate in 
Rg. II. 38. 7 ( wrm 3WT VNiifSdPd) and accepts that meaning 

in that verse, but on II. 38. 9 (p. 468) his obsession about the original 
meaning being * tracks' leads him to say **that in that verse the word vrata 
means 'Savitr's hxed movements in the heavens." 

fku; I I. 25.1-2; ^ ^ ^ qmr i sw 

^ ^ ^o5T m arpT » X. 25.3, At the end of ail verses in 

X. 21 and X. 25 and in X. 24. 1-3 the word occurs and is explained 

as by HlW But this is unsatisfactory. dt >1% and appear 

to be refrains with some recondite meaning. 

U. V. 3 
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It would have been noticed that in some of the passages 
quoted above (in note 11) on vrata, verbal forms of the root ‘mi* 
or ‘ml’ occur. For the correct understanding of these passages 
the exact meaning of the root *mi’ is very important. The 
Nighaptu (II. 19) includes ‘ minati ’ among verbs meaning ‘vadha’ 
(killing or harming). In the Dhatupatha the meaning of the 
toot ‘ml’ is himsa’ (killing, annihilating, breaking). Vide Papini 
Vn. 3. 81. (mlnater-nigarae). The forms of ‘mi* or ‘ml’ with or 
without the preposition ‘a’ or *pra’ occur more than 50 times in 
the Pgveda and often in connection with vrata, Whitney felt 
that the occurrences of the forms of ‘mi’ or ‘ml’ presented some 
difficulty about his theory of the derivation of vrata and its 
meanings, but Prof. Apte, who derived his inspiration from 
Whitney, feels no such misgivings as Whitney felt, holds, relying 
on his own interpretation of Pg. 1.124. 3, that ‘mi’ or ‘mi’ is a 
verb of motion and has the primary sense of ‘miss, deviate, 
wander or stray from’ (p. 411). Over a dozen verses at least will 
clearly show that Prof. Apte has been led astray by his preconceived 
theory about vrata meaning ‘tracks of luminaries’ and that ‘mi* 
or ‘ml’ cannot at all be construed in the sense of ‘miss’ or ‘deviate* 
in the llgveda. 5Lg. 1. 71. 10 ‘old age destroys me as (the dark or 
clouded) sky destroys (distinctness of) forms’ (nabho na rupam 
jarima minati*); I. 124. 2^^ ‘(the dawn) which does not violate 
divine laws but destroys the spans of human life’; 1.179.1 
( Lopamudra says to Agastya) ‘old age destroys the beauty of 
limbs’ (minati sriyam jarima tanunam); VTI. 84. 4. (Varupa) 
who is an Aditya, who destroys the false ones and who, the 
valiant one, imparts immeasurable wealth’. Vide also Pg. I. 92.11, 
1.117.3, HI. 32. 8, IV. 30. 23., V. 7. 4, V. 82. 2 for other examples 
where forms of ‘mi’ or ‘ml’ occur. It is unnecessary to adduce 
more examples about ‘mi*. It is impossible, if Prof. Apte is to 
be followed, that old age misses or deviates from beauty or that 
Alvins miss or deviate from the wiles of the demon or that 
Varupa misses falsehood (or false men). Prof. Apte relies (p. 411) 


13. SI l. 124. 2; ^ tr 

aiT! %g4^ ^ l vil. 84. 4. One may compare with 

1. 124. 2, * 1 ^ in I. 92. 10. The contrast between 

and irgwn is most striking and places the 

sense ol in a clear light and beyond dispute. 
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on Rg. 1124. 3.^^ as decisively establishing that originally ‘mi* 
was a verb of motion. In the first place, one verse cannot 
demolish what many verses quoted above convey. Besides, there 
is nothing in Bg. 11^4. 3 that establishes what Prof. Apte thinks 
it does. That verse says ‘ Here this daughter of heaven wearing 
a garment of light is seen in the east (by us) simultaneously; 
she (Dawn) well follows the path of rta (cosmic order), she like 
(a woman) knowing well does not annihilate the several 
quarters 

The sense of ‘command or law’ is quite appropriate in 
more than half the Bgvedic passages in which the word vrata 
occurs. In some passages the sense of ‘religious practices or 
modes of sacred worship ’ is suitable. For example, Bg. X. 65.11 
says ‘ (the Visve-devas) that are good donors make the sun rise in 
heaven and spread about the Arya vratas over the earth*. Vide 
also Bg. VI. 14. 3. 

There are several places in the Pgveda in which the words 
‘avrata ’ (11 times), ‘ apavrata’ (in Bg. 1. 51. 9, V. 42.9, V. 40.6), 
‘ anyavrata ’ (in V. 20. 2, Vlll. 70. 11, X 22. 8) occur and in 
almost all of which vrata must be taken to mean ‘ mode of 
worship or ethical and religious practices of the Vedic worship¬ 
pers*. Prof. Apte has to admit this (pp. 479, 483). It will not 
do to ignore these passages in finding out the derivation and 
meanings of the word vrata or to clap them in a separate group 
(as Prof. Apte does on p. 413) and distinguish them from other 
passages supposed to indicate the divine phase. There is nothing 
to show that Vedic sages distinguished between divine vratas 
and other vratas meant to be followed by Heaven and Earth, 
rivers, mountains and human beings. Some of these passages 
in which the word‘avrata’occurs strongly militate against the 
theory of Prof. Apte. For example,^^ in Bg. 1101. 2 Indra is 


14. insTT ffwm 

^ n I. 124. 3. The meaning of the last quarter 

is that Usas always rises in the east and that she does not annihilate the 
separateness of the four quarters by sometimes rising in a direction other 
than the east. In this the dawn simply follows the law laid down for her 
in the order of nature ( rtasya pantham). The idea about the confusion of 
quarters is well expressed in Rg, V. 40. 5, Vide also X. 32 7. 

15. Rg 1.101. 2 is ^ » 

while I. 101, 3 is i 

1%?^: ^9^ an &c. 
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said to have killed Pipm who was avrata and in the very next 
verse it is said that Vanina and Surya abide in the vrata of 
Indra and the rivers also accept his vrata. Therefore, vrata in 
this hymn must mean something akin to the meaning of vrata 
in atra^a and not akin to ‘tracks of luminaries’. Compare IX 
73. 5 and 8 where avrata occurs with ‘ raksati vratam ’ in 1X73.3 
(both being verses about Soma). 

There are seven passages in the Bgveda where the word 
‘ vivrata ’ occurs. In six of them ‘ vivrata ’ is applied to the 
horses of Indra. According to Prof. Apte, the only natural 
meaning is ‘ moving or wandering along diverse paths ’ (p. 419). 
But this is arguing in a circle. They can be explained if vrata 
is taken to mean ‘ ordinance, duty or practice ’; when applied to 
horses ‘ vivrata ’ may be held to mean no more than this that two 
horses are yoked on two sides of the chariot and obey the various 
orders indicated through the pulling of the reins. The 7th 
passage X. 55. 3 in which ‘vivrata’ occurs as an adjective of 
‘ jyotih’ is difficult to construe and Prof. Apte has not succeeded 
in satisfactorily explaining it. 

In several passages of the Bgveda phrases like ‘tava vrate’ 
occur, Whitney (p. 409) stated that the phrase should rather 
mean ‘ in thy established or approved course, following thy lead 
or example than ‘ under thy control or protection ’ or ‘ in thy 
service ’ as some scholars hold. Prof. Apte thinks that 
the translation of ‘tava vrate’ as ‘abiding in thy ordinance’ 
(by Macdonell) misses the point and avers that the proper 
meaning is ‘ dominion, authority, region or sphere ’. Some of 
the passages containing the words ‘tava vrate’ are Bg. 
VI. 54. 9, IX 102. 5, X 36. 13, X 57. 6. In my opinion ‘tava 
vrate* means ‘while we abide by your ordinances’. In X 36.13 
the first halP^ is a relative clause without a verb and we have to 
supply a form of the root ‘as’ (to be) or of ‘bhu’. In some 
verses such a form of ‘ as * does occur with the words as in Bg. 
J. 124.15.^^ Therefore wherever the words ‘tava vrate’ occur, 
we should generally understand that the meaning is ‘while 
abiding by your ordinances’. This is further supported by the 
fact that there are passages where the word ‘vrata’ and other words 

n m. X. 36.13, 

17. 3nn jg vm i i. 24.15, 12 . 1 a, 

VII. 83 (88). 3. 
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like * sumati’ in the locative are used with the forms of the root 
‘as’ to be or of verbs meaning to abide or dwell. Vide Jig. 1.83.3 
(* vrate te kseti ‘ abides in thy vrata ’), II. 27.13 (‘ya aditytoam 
bhavati pranitau ‘ who is within or under the lead of Adityas); 
X. 14. 6 ‘ may we be in the good will of them (the pitrs) that 

deserve to have sacrifices offered to them and also in their 
beneficent grace*. Vide also Bg. HI. 1. 21 and lU. 59. 4, VJ. 47. 
13, X. 131. 7 (tasya vayaih sumatau...syama). 

There are eight passages in the Pgveda in which the word 
‘sucivrata’occurs and is always applied to some god or gods. 
In three passages VIII. 43.16, VIII. 44. 21, X. 118. 1 ‘ sucivrata* 
is an attribute of Agni and Prof. Apte renders it as ‘ (Agni) with 
a blazing trail, track or sphere * (p. 421). He says ‘ suci ’ is derived 
from ‘ sue ’ (to shine or flame up), that the word ‘ suci ’ can only 
mean‘brilliant or flaming’, that the meaning ‘pure’ is purely 
figurative and secondary and is found only in about six or seven 
out of a total of over a hundred or more in the Pgveda when it 
is an epithet of ‘ mawisa, stoma, mati or girah\ These remarks 
are mis-statements; * suci * in the sense of ‘ pure ’ is not so rare as 
Prof. Apte tries to make out (6 or 7 times out of 100). In one 
verse alone addressed to the Maruts (Bg. Vll 56. 12) the word^^ 
‘suci’occurs six times and should ordinarily be taken only in 
one sense in those six and can only mean ‘ pure since ‘ suci * 
is there applied to offerings (havya) and sacrifice. In VIII. 44. 21 
Agni is styled ‘ sucir-viprah ’ and ‘sucih’ and ‘kavih*. The 
word ‘suci’ occurs in that verse four times out of which ‘^ci’ 
as applied to ‘vipra’ and ‘kavi’ can only mean ‘pure or holy*. 
Vide II. 27.13, where the yajamana (sacrificer) is called ‘suci’, 
I. 142. 9 where the three goddesses Bharati, Ila and Sarasvati are 
said to be ‘suci*. Conceding for argument that the root ‘sue’ 
originally meant ‘ to shine or blaze ’, the distinction of two mean¬ 
ings (primary and secondary) in ‘ suci * had disappeared long 
before the Bgvedic hymns were composed, as Bg. VB 56.12 and 
other verses establish. Vide Bg. HI. 62. 5 (where Brhaspati is 
called suci), 1.181. 2 (where the horses of the Asvins are styled 
‘suci’), H. 33.13 (where the herbs or drugs of Maruts are spoken 
of as suci), VII. 49. 2 and 3 where waters are called ‘suci’ and 


18. ^ ^ J X. 14. 6. 

applied to the Maruts may mean *pure' or 'brilliant.* 

sng?!?« viii. 44. 21. 
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VII. 89. 3 (where Vamp a is addressed as *suci’). In the above 
passages the word suci in at least a dozen cases is clearly used 
in the sense of ‘ pure is applied to offerings, sacrifices, dmgs, 
horses, waters or rivers and is not restricted to manlsa^ stoma, 
mati and girah as Prof. Apte wrongly asserts. Prof. Apte mini¬ 
mises the number of times that ‘ suci ’ means ‘ pure and observes 
a discreet silence about its being an attribute of the physical 
objects mentioned above. Therefore, there is no difficulty in 
holding * sucivrata ’ as applied to gods meaning ‘ whose ordin¬ 
ances are pure or holyIn I. 15. 11 and I. 182. 1 the word 

* sucivrata ’ is an attribute of the Asvins, in HI. 62. 17 and VI. 
16. 24 of Mitra and Varuna and in VI. 70. 2 of Heaven and 
Earth. Besides, we have the analogous word ‘ sucikranda ’ (the 
loud laud addressed to whom is pure) applied to Brhaspati 
in Vn. 97. 5. 

The word‘mahivrata’occurs five times and is applied to 
Soma (IX. 97. 7, IX. 100. 9), to Agni (I. 45. 3, X 115. 3) and 
to Vampa (VI. 68. 9) and the word ‘mahamahivrata’ to Soma 
(IX. 48. 2). In all these cases the meaning * whose commands or 
laws are great or many ’ would be quite appropriate. The word 
*mahi’by itself occurs in over 110 passages in the Bgveda, in 
all of which ‘ mahi ’ stands for * mahat ’ and qualifies words like 

* sravas ’ (food or fame), ksatra (‘ prowess ’ as in I. 54. 8 and 11), 
namah, sarma (in I. 93. 8), datra (‘gift’, as in I 116. 6), enas 
(in II12.10), karma (H 22.1), Mahitvana (in 11 23. 4), varutha, 
dravipa (III 1. 22), raksas (IV. 3.14). Prof. Apte (p. 475) quite 
unnecessarily suggests three separate meanings of ‘mahivrata*, 
the first of which is ‘of great dominion’, ‘of great tracks’, ‘of 
great exploits ’ and expands that meaning by interpolating the 
words‘mighty or resplendent sway or sphere’. ‘Mahi’ hardly 
ever means ‘ resplendent ’ by itself. 

The word‘priyavrata’occurs only once in the Bgveda (in 
X 150. 3), is applied to gods and means ‘ to whom the ordinances 
laid down by them are dear’. Prof. Apte (p. 472) criticizes people 
who explain the word as ‘whose laws we love’; but he names no 
one who does so. Similarly, the word ‘puruvrata’ occurs once 
only in Ilg. IX. 3. 10, is applied to Soma and means ‘whose 
ordinances are many ’. Both these words do not at all help Prof. 
Apte in his interpretation and are rather against his pet theory 
(of tracks of luminaries &c.). 

The word ‘dhunivrata’ occurs twice (in Bg. V. 58.2 and V. 87.1) 
and is applied to Marut or the band of Maruts. Prof. Apte (p. 435 



Meaning of Vrata 


15 


section 47) takes ‘dhnni’ as an adjective, and as meaning ‘roar¬ 
ing, storming ’ and translates ‘ dhunivrata ’ as ‘ whose paths are 
characterised by roaring or raging The word ‘ dhuni ’ occurs 
about ten times in the Jtgveda and when an adjective means ‘one 
that shakes his enemies or clouds’ or is a noun meaning ‘river’ 
(as in 11.15. 5). Dhuni is also the name of a demon (in B-g. VI. 
18. 8, Vn. 19. 4, X. 113. 9). In L 174. 9, V. 34. 5 and 8, VI. 20.12 
‘ dhuni * is an attribute of Indra and in I. 79. 1 of Agni. The 
Nirukta (V. 12) while explaining Rg. X. 89. 5 (in which both 
Soma and Indra are praised) explains ‘ dhuni’ as derived from 
‘dhu* to shake. Therefore ‘dhunivrata’ should mean ‘whose 
ordinances are such as make others (breakers) tremble ’. 

It is not necessary to examine separately each of the verses 
in which the word ‘vrata’ occurs and Prof. Apte’s interpretations 
thereof. The preceding discussion is sufficient to show what 
vrata means in almost all passages in the Rgveda. In his zeal 
to buttress up his theory, Prof. Apte commits mistakes in the 
construction and translation of some verses. On p. 420 (section 
29) he renders Bg. VIII. 94. 2 as ‘ she (Prsni) in whose lap all 
the gods maintain their vratas, the Sun and the Moon also, in 
order that they may be seen’, explains that the Sun and the 
Moon are seen only when they keep their vratas and concludes 
that vratas must mean tracks followed by the Sun. Prof. Apte 
takes‘suryamasa* as the subject of ‘Dharayante’ along with 
Visve-devah ’, but * Suryamasa ’ is in the objective case in relation 
to ‘ drse’, the proper translation being ‘ in the lap of whom (i. e. 
of Prsni, the mother of Maiuts), all the gods uphold their laws in 
order that (people) may see the Sun and the Moon’. What is 
meant is that the Sun and the Moon rise at the proper times 
because the gods uphold their ordinances. If we compare VIII. 
94.2 with I. 23.21 (=X9.7), I. 50.1,1.52.8, X 57.4, X. 60.5 it would 
be clear that my translation is the only correct one and if that 
be so no question of ‘tracks of light’ will arise. 

Misinterpretations of words like ‘ksitib* in Ill. 3. 9 as 
meaning dwellings (rather it means “the common mass of 
people” as in III. 14. 4, VI 65.1, VU. 65. 2, VII. 75. 4, VU 79.1 


20, am vin. 94. z. 

Compare auv: ^ 1 ^ 23, 21 ( «X. 

9. 7), ^ I. 50. 1. f%#r ^ in X. 60. 5. In all these cases 

^ is the object of and in VIII. 94. 2 the dnal i* naed with 
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&a) and of ‘ srustim ’ (on p. 450) are passed over here. On VI. 
70. 5 Prof. Apte remarks (p. 420, Sec. 17) that to take ‘vrata’ in 
‘madhuvrata* applied to the deities Heaven and Earth as mean¬ 
ing ‘ law, duty or will ’ is almost absurd. One fails to see why 
it would be absurd to hold, when heaven and earth are spoken 
of as ‘ dropping^^ rmdhu ’ (madhuscuta) and ‘ yielding madhu * 
(madhudughe), that the Vedic poet thinks that the laws of Heaven 
and Earth as deities are sweet (and not harsh). 

We have next to turn to the word ‘ dhrtavrata ’ which occurs 
eighteen times in the Pgveda. Out of these Vanina is certainly 
called dhrtavrata in seven passages viz. in. I. 25. 8 and 10, I. 44. 
14, I. 141. 9, II. 1. 4,22 VIII. 27. 3 and X. 66. 5, Both Mitra and 
Vanina are styled ‘dhrtavrata’ in I. 15.6, VUI. 25. 2 and 8 (and 
also ‘ksatriya’ in verse 8), Indra and Vanina are said to be 
dhrtavrata in VI 68.10, Indra alone in VI. 19. 5 and VIII. 97.11, 
the Adityas in II. 29. 1, Visvedevah in X. 66.8 (and also 
‘ ksatriyah ’), Agni in VUI. 44. 25 and Savitr in IV. 53. 4. Prof. 
Apte (p. 430 para 37) avers that Varuna is pre-eminently called 
dhrtavrata (this is not quite accurate as more than half the 
passages in which the word ‘dhrtavrata’ occurs refer to gods 
other than Varuna), because he maintains intact the paths he 
has excavated for the luminaries or he sees that the fixed laws 
of the movements of luminaries are properly observed. Unless 
one has made up one’s mind that vrata signifies tracks of 
luminaries or their fixed movements, these ‘ dhrtavrata ’ passages 
are of no help in settling the original meanings of vrata. They 
can all be well construed by taking ‘ dhrtavrata ’ in the sense of 
‘one who upholds or supports his ordinances’. Supposing that 
Prof. Apte is right in thinking that the epithet pre-eminently 
applies to Varuna it is quite arguable that what is mainly 
aimed at in calling Varuna ‘dhrtavrata’ is the high moral level 
Varuna is held by the Pgvedic sages to maintain by punishing 
sinners, by looking into the truth and falsehood of men (VII. 49. 
3 ‘ satyanrte avapasyan jananam ’), by the fact that he is styled 
‘ksatriya’,‘rajan’ and ‘samraj’ (who exacts obedience to his 
laws) as shown above. Therefore, the view that vrata means 
ordinances in connection with Varuna is far more appropriate 
than the theory about his seeing that the luminaries follow their 
tracks. In this connection the word ‘ dhrtavrata * 22 in I. 25.6 

21. ^ VI. 70. 5. 

22. 11,1. 4. 

23. ^ ^ i ^.1.23,6. 
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becomes very important. Almost all scholars hold that that verse 
means ‘(Mitra and Varuna) fond of the donor who observes the 
laws of religious worship partake of the same offering (made by 
the donor) and they are not heedless about it (or do not miss 
it)’. Scholars hold that in this verse the word ‘dhrtavrata* 
applies to a human worshipper and not to a god as in all other 
passages. Prof. Apte (p. 430 para 37) explains that the words 
‘dhrtavrataya dasuse’, mean ‘donor who makes a gift to 
(Vamp a) that is dhrta vrata.’ This constmction is objectionable 
for several reasons. There are two deities referred to in the 
principal sentence (the verb is ‘ asate), while dhrtavrataya, being 
singular, can only be construed with one deity. Prof. Apte 
further relies on VIU. 94. 2 of which he gives an interpretation 
which as shown above is wrong. Constmctions parallel to 
‘ dhrtavrataya daSuse ’ and containing an adjective of the word 
* dasuse ’ are found in other Rgveda passages. For example, in 
1.142. 1 we have ‘OAgnil spread the ancient thread (i. e. 
sacrifice) for the worshipper who has extracted Soma juice’* 
Here the words ‘ sutasomaya dasuse ’ do not mean * to the wor¬ 
shipper who gives offerings to the god who extracts soma’. 
Similarly, in Vm. 5.6 the words * sudevaya disuse ’ mean ‘ to or 
for the worshipper (or donor) who worships god* (or for donor 
to whom gods are beneficent). These several considerations 
make it highly probable that ‘ dhrtavrataya ’ is an attribute of 
a human being in I. 25.6 and not necessarily of Vamna. If 
that be so, vrata in ‘ dhrtavrata’ must mean ‘ordinances or mode 
of religious worship ’ and not ‘tracks of luminaries’. We have 
the word ‘ dhrtadaksa ’ (who upholds strength i. e. who is strong 
or constant) applied to a priest in X. 41. 3. It is worthy 
of note that the Satapatha Br. in explaining ‘ nisasSda dhrta- 
vrato Vampah’ in Bg. I. 25. 10 (= Vaj. S. X 27) remarks that 
the king and a brahmapa deeply learned in the Veda are both 
‘dhrtavrata’. It is probable that even in the times of the 
Bgveda people had come to assign the same meaning to the word 
‘dhrtavrata’ that the Sat. Br. ascribes to it. Conceding for 
argument that dhrtavrataya in 1. 25. 6 refers to Vamna, that 
does not at all solve the problem of the derivation and meaning 
of vrata. The word ‘vratanlh ’ occurs only once in Bgveda X 

24. 3^ 3rT 3fir IwNnvfni%« 

1. 142. i ; m t vm. 5.6. 

V. 4.4.3; Ip Wf 

H.X). 3 
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65. 6 and probably means ‘ (the cow) that is the carrier of vrata * 
i. e. of the milk on which a sacrificer has to subsist. In T. S. 
VI. 2. 5. 2-3 it is said that milk is the Brahmana’s vrata. On 
p. 442 Prof. Apte refers to Surya being called ‘ vratapa ’ very 
aptly. Vratapa occurs nine times in the Rgveda, but the Sun is 
called ‘ vratapa * only once in I. 83. 5. Vratapa means nothing 
more than vratapati, which word occurs in T. S. I. 6. 6. 3^^, I. 6. 7- 
2 and Vaj. S. I. 5 and is applied to Agni. In these passages 
* vrata’means a religious vow such as that of a Vedic student 
who undertakes to study Veda after Upanayana. There is no 
reason why the word ‘vratapa’ in the Bgveda should not be 
deemed to have been used in the sense in which ‘ vratapati ’ is 
employed in the T. S. and Vaj. S. Similarly, in Bg. VII. 103.1^ 
it is said that the frogs lying silent for a year (in crevices), like 
brahman as observing a vrata, send forth their croaking inspired 
by the rains. Here‘vrata’has the meaning ‘a sacred vow or 
observance’which is the sense in which the word is used in 
medieval times and is so used even upto this day. 

There is one more word viz. vrsavrata, which is analogous 
to ‘dhrtavrata’ and which remains to be considered. That word 
occurs only twice (i. e. in Bg. IX. 62. 11 '^ and IX. 64.1) and is an 
attribute of Soma. Prof. Apte (p. 485, section 48) tries to fit this 
word in his scheme by referring to the descripti^in of Soma as 
bellowing like a bull, as a bull among cows and as brandishing 
and sharpening his horns. One must not forget the twofold 
character of Soma as a very pre-eminent deity (the whole of Bg. 
IX is a glorification of Soma) and as a beverage produced 
from the twigs and tendrils of the Soma plant and that 
these two characters become mixed up. In the process 
of producing Soma beverage, four sounding holes called 
uparavas are employed^ (vide H. of Dh. vol. II. pp. 1154-55 

26. ar i^ q fl gg 

a gn Q : I g. w. I. 6. 7. 2; aTj- 1 i. 6.6.3. 

27. gggrf^:» grg ^ :» 

VII. 103. 1. Vide IX. 6 which explains this verse. Persons 

engaged in solemn sacrifices like the Samvatsarikasattras had to observe 
certain strict roles such as not speaking with non-Aryans, subsisting on 
milk &c. Vide gi- HI. 3. 4 gg '=grfg). XI. 5.1. 1 

and ^ XII. 8. 1, 3, 7, 29, (or Uttarasatka VI). 

28. irqr fgt fggg: i gr^ti IX 62. ll; fgr 

wmaiRr wfisjix. 64, i. 

29. Vide com. on VIII. 4.28 for the oparavas. 
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for‘uparavas’): This is described as the bellowing of Soma, 
when Soma is called a vrsa (bull) or vrsabha. Most of the great 
Vedic gods (Indra, Agni, Soma and others), their chariots, their 
weapons and even the exhilaration on drinking Soma are spoken 
of as bulls.^ When Soma twigs are being pressed with stones 
(gravan) the tendrils of Soma look like horns. All these descrip¬ 
tions about bellowing &c. apply strictly to the soma plant and 
are poetically transferred to the deity Soma. Prof. Apte translates 
‘ vrsavrata ’ as ‘ whose behaviour or deportment is like that of a 
bull’. On the other theory also we can easily explain the word 
as meaning ‘(Soma) whose ordinances are powerful like a bull’. 
Vrsavrata is an attribute of god Soma and cannot be easily 
construed with god Soma, if vrata primarily means some physical 
activity and its implications are rather against Prof. Apte’s 
theory. 

The result of this long discussion is that Prof. Apte’s theory 
of the derivation of vrata from the root ‘ vrt ’ and his long scheme 
of meanings is not proved and that the derivation from the root 
* vr’ expressly stated by Yaska at least twenty-five centuries ago 
and accepted by most scholars has not been at all shaken. Prof. 
Apte probably did not anticipate that the meaning he assigned 
to * vrt’ would be challenged, but I dispute that meaning also. 

There are three passages of the Rgveda in which the words 
‘vrttam na cakram’(like a round wheel) occur, viz L 155. 6 
(addressed to Visnu), IV. 31. 4, V. 36. 3 (both addressed to 
Indra). Prof. Apte did not mention them and they have no bear¬ 
ing on the derivation of vrata. At the most those might have 
been relied upon for the meaning of the root ‘ vrt ’. In this 
discussion we have restricted ourselves to verbal forms or 
present participles and omitted past passive participles which 
sometimes depart very much from the root-meaning as in the 
case of‘krta’in Ilgveda X 43.5 (krtam na svaghni vi cinoti 
devane). ‘ Vrtta ’ cannot mean revolving even if vrt meant *to 
revolve ’, it is vartamnna that might have that meaning if ‘ vrt ’ 
originally meant ‘ to revolve ’. Besides, Rg. 1155.6 is obscure. It 
probably refers to the belt of the zodiac that goes round the sky. 

It is necessary to clarify the meanings and mutual relations 
of the three words rta, vrata and dharnum. The meanings (three) 

30. Only one verse need be quoted to illustrate the above. Rg. II, 16. 
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of *rta’ have been specified in H. of Dh. vol. IV. pp. 2-5 and the 
meanings of vrata have been discussed in what precedes (vide 
pp. 5-8). In the ^lgveda the word is dharman and not dharma. 
For a brief discussion of dharman vide H. of Dh. vol. I. p. 1. In 
the Bgveda sometimes dharman is masculine and often an 
adjective, meaning * upholder or sustainer’ as in Jig. I, 187. 1, 
X 92. 2. In X 21.3 (tve dharmana asate) the word is masculine. 
In other cases it is obviously in the neuter gender as in I. 22.18 
(ato dharmani dharayan), V. 26. 6, IX 64.1. In these passages 
the meaning seems to be ‘religious rites or sacrifices*, thus 
approaching vrata in one of its senses. In I. 164. 43 and 50 
(= X 90.16) sacrifices are said to be the primeval dharmans. 
Vide also ‘prathama dharma* in Jig. III. 17. 1 and ‘sanata 
dharmani * in Jig. III. 3.1. In some cases this sense of dharman 
would not do, as in IV. 53. 3, V. 63. 7. where the meaning seems 
to be ‘fixed principles or rules of conduct’. In some cases 
dharman appears to mean almost the same thing as ‘ vrata For 
example, in VII. 89. 5^ the sage says * when we destroy (or 
violate) your dharmans through heedlessness (or infatuation), do 
not harm us, O Varuna, on account of that sin *, which is just 
the same as Jig. I. 25.1, where we have ‘vratam’ for dharmani. 
In VI. 70.1^^ it is said ‘ heaven and earth, never decaying and 
endowed with plenty of seed, are held firmly apart by the 
dharman of Varupa ’. In VIII. 42.1 (cited above) making 
the Heaven firmly fixed is described as one of the vratas of 
Varup a. 

Though in this way in some passages even of the Jlgveda 
the senses of ‘ vrata ’ and ‘ dharman ’ appear to have coalesced, 
there are verses where all the three words or two of the three 
occur. It may be noted that even in what are regarded by 
Western scholars to be later portions of the Atharvaveda (e. g* 
18.2.7,14.1.51) the word is dharman. All three words occur in 
Jig. V. 63.7 33 ‘ O wise Mitra and Varuna I You naturally (or 
according to your fixed rule of conduct) guard your ordinances 
with the wonderful power of an asura ; you rule over (or shine 
over) the whole world according to the principle of cosmic order, 
you establish in the heaven the Sun that is (like) a brilliant 


31. 3lf^f VW JTT t VII. 89. 5, 

32. vi. 70 . i. 

33. ^r*>rr ^ irnm i ^ 

^will Iff. V, 63. 7. 



Meaning of Vrata 


21 


chariot*. Vrata and dharman occur in V. 72, 2 and VL 70. 33^; 
rta and vrata occur in I. 65. 2, II. 27.8 , in. 4. 7, X. 65.8 . Speak¬ 
ing generally, ‘rta* is the cosmic order that has been there from 
the most ancient times. Vrata means the laws or ordinances 
supposed to be laid down by all gods or by individual gods. 
Dharman meant religious rites or sacrifices or fixed principles. 
Gradually the conception ‘rta’ became faint and receded into 
the background and ‘satya’ took its place. Dharman became 
an all-embracing conception and vrata came to be restricted to 
sacred vows and rules of conduct to be observed by a person as 
a member of a community or as an individual. 


34 . n 3 ^ 1 : Raw n ft i mtm « vi. 70 3 . . 


Chapter ii 


VRATA in Vedic Literature, Sutras and Smrtis; 
definition and importance of Vratas. 

After dealing with the etymology and semantic development 
of the word ‘ vrata ’ from the passages of the Rgveda in which 
the word occurs, it is now time to tarn to the other Vedic 
Sarhhitas and the Brahmanas for finding out how that word is 
dealt with in them. Some of the Bgvedic verses occur in other 
Vedic Sarhhitas. In several such passages vrata appears to 
mean ‘ divine ordinances * or ‘ethical patterns of conduct*. For 
example, the verse^ Eg. I. 22.19 ‘Mark the deeds of Visnu, the 
helpful friend of India, whereby he watches over his ordinances * 
occurs also in T. S. I. 3. 6. 2, Atharva VII. 26. 6, Vaj. S. VI. 4; 
Eg. Vin. 11. 1^ ‘O Agnil thou art a God that protects 
ordinances among (gods and) men, thou art to be praised in 
sacrifices’ is also found in Atharva 19. 59. 1, Vaj. S. IV. 16, T. S. 
1.1.14.4~5 and I. 2. 3.1; Eg. I 24. 15 is found in Vaj. S. XII. 12 
and Atharva Vn. 83 (88) 3 and XVIH. 4. 69; Eg. X 191. 3 is 
almost the same as Atharva^ VI. 64. 2, the latter substituting 
the word ‘vratam’ for ‘manah’ in the former and thereby 
indicating that ‘vrata’ means ‘resolve to undertake a religious 
observance’; Eg. Vn. 103.1, in which frogs that lie down silent 
for a year and begin to croak at the advent of the rains are com¬ 
pared to brahmanas observing a religious vow, occurs in the 
Atharvaveda IV. 15. 13; Eg. X. 12. 5 is the same as Atharva 
XVni. 1. 33; Eg. X. 2.4 is almost the same as Atharva XIX. 59.2; 
Eg. I. 84. 12 is equal to Atharva XX. 109. 3; in all of which the 
words vratam and vratani occur. Agni is frequently called 
* vratapah’ in the Egveda (V. 2. 8, VL 8. 2, VIII. 11.1, X. 32.6) 
and also Surya is so called (Eg. I. 83. 5.). In the other Sarhhitas 
Agni is styled ‘vratapa’ as weU as ‘vratapati* (protector or lord of 
vratas). Atharva XX 25. 5 (Suryo vratapa) is the same as Eg. I. 
83. 5, Atharva XIX. 59.1 (tvam-Agne vratapa asi) is same as 


35. fivih: ^ t 11 I. 2Z. 19. 

36. 31% 3Tr 1 ^ 1 ^ vm. 11 . 1 . The 

reads ; but it is possible to read the word as %% (meaning 

37. 
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VIII. 11.1; Vaj. S. I 5.^ says ‘ O Agni, lord of vratas! I shall 
undertake a religious observance (or obligation). May I be able 
to carry it out, may that (undertaking) of mine succeed; here do 
I approach truth from untruth *. The T. S. I. 3.4. 3 also styles 
Agni ‘vratapati*. Here and there Vedic Sarhhitas other than 
the Bgveda do employ the word ‘ vrata’ in the sense of ‘ordin¬ 
ances of a god or of gods ’ as in T. S. IV. 3.11.1, 2,3 or Atharva 
VIL 40 (41). 1, VII. 68 (70). 1 (‘ Sarasvati vratesu te’). But in 
many places in all the Sarhhitas (other than the Bgveda) and 
in the Brahmanas and Upanisads generally the ordinary senses 
of vrata are two, viz. (1) religious observance oi vow, or restric¬ 
tions as to food and behaviour when one has undertaken a reli¬ 
gious vow, or (2) the special food, that is prescribed for susten¬ 
ance when a person is engaged in a religious rite or undertaking, 
such as cow’s milk, yavagu (barley gruel) or the mixture of hot 
milk and curds (called amiksc). Both meanings of vrata are 
given by Yaska in his Nirukta^. A few passages from the 
Sarhhitas and Brahman as are cited below to illustrate both 
meanings. For the first meaning, vide the following: T. S. IT, 
5.5.6 ‘this^ is his vrata (vow); he should not speak what is 
untrue, should not eat flesh, should not approach a woman (for 
sexual intercourse), nor should his apparel be washed with water 
impregnated with cleansing salt; for, all these things the gods 
do not do*; T. S, V. 7.6.‘birds are indeed fire; when one who 
has performed Agnicayana eats the (flesh of) birds, he would be 
eating fire and would meet with disaster (or distress); (therefore) 
he should observe this vrata (not to eat bird’s flesh) for a year, 


38. aa i a. h- 6- 7. 2; 

aa a^uvaaia;' > ara. 

aaq% aa a ^ iRv a^?iai ^ i ara. n. 28 ; 

aaq% aarat aaqi^w i h- 3 4.3; ra aaq^ ^aar 

I aroa VII. 74 (73). 4; vide I. 1. 1- 2 which quotes ai^. ^ I. 5 
and II. 28. 


39. aa ffi i a faffaava arraarfa • ^g^rfia 

aagg q^ i q4if^Ma aiftoc • ii. 14. 

40. a^a^ aa^» a^ar ataa^rarar iaja^^r^nanaa q^sje?^ aw: 

qei<rtq5>;aQt tar: af a ^af% i a. h. 5, 5. 6. 

41. ^ a^aiRaaafr?f^l^E&^ a# 

’ifeaaaFrt it ara aria i h. v. 7, 6. i. 
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for vrata does not extend beyond a year*. The Sahkb&yana*^ 
Br. VI. 6 prescribes ‘ He has to observe the vrata, viz. that he 
should not see the rising sun nor the setting sun The Tai. A. 
I. 26.6 states ‘ this is the vrata for him (for him who has per¬ 
formed Arunaketuka-cayana), viz. he should not run while it is 
raining, should not urinate or void ordure in water, should not 
spit, should not bathe naked, should not step over lotus leaves or 
gold, should not eat (the flesh) of a tortoise 

The Brhadaranyakopanisad (I. 5. 21-23) remarks “now 
begins the consideration about vrata; Prajapati indeed created 
the organs, which when created, vied with each other; speech 
stood fast (by the view) ‘ I shall only speak ’ (and do nothing 
else).’...Therefore one should perform only one vrata, viz. one 
should only breathe in and should emit breath, for fear that 
otherwise (if one were to engage in the activities of the other 
organs) wicked Death may seize him It is stated in the Tai. 
Up. in. 7-10 ‘ one should not speak ill of food; that is the vrata. 
...one should not shun food, that is the vrata...one should prepare 
much food...one should not refuse residence to a man whatever 
(when he comes as a stranger seeking shelter), that is the vrata; 
therefore one should secure plenty of food by some method or 
other.’^ In the Chandogyopanisad (adhyaya II, khandas 13-21) 
the words ‘ tad vratam ’ occur several times in relation to the 
injunctions when one is engaged in the upasana of several 
Samans not to complain about the hot sun, raining cloud, 
seasons, lokas (worlds), domestic animals, brShmanas and the 
injunction not to eat marrow for a year (or not to eat it at all). 

A few passages from the Vedic Literature may be cited for 
the second meaning of vrata (food for sustenance &c.) men- 


42, ^ ^ WT. VI. 6. Sr. IV. 1. 3 refers 

to this text and Sahara remarks that these are rnrnTdSTTS. that they are 

and not and that this text lays down a restriction that one 

should make a resolve not to see the rising or setting sun. Brrq. 1. 11.31, 
20 w ng 4. 37, XII. 10-12 make 

this and other rules applicable to all 

43. aronfi HdrfNriwn n sHiMffij wwTfw 

I ••• y ean 

I OT. I. 5. 21-23. This passage is the basis of III. 3.43. 

iTtmiwfiTTi w wim wcii nnnvT^i S.g’, III. 
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tioned above. The T. S. (VI. 2. 5.1.) remarks^ ‘he (diksita) 
observes the vrata taking the milk from one udder, then from two 
udders, then from three, then from four; this is called ksurapavi 
(razor-edge) vrata; barley gruel is the vrata of a ksatriya (when 
diksita), amiksa (hot milk and curds mixed) of a vaisya.’ The 
Satapatha Br. provides^ that a diksita (one who has under¬ 
gone the consecration ceremony for a vedic sacrifice) should 
subsist on milk. In another place the Satapatha says ‘ for him 
he heats vi'ata' (i. e. the food or milk). The Ait. Br. also provides 
that the diksita first takes (the milk) from four udders as vrata 
on the Upasad days, then from three &c. Vide T. A. 11.8^ 
‘milk is the vrata of a brahmana (sacrificer); yavagu of a 
ksatriya and amiksa of a vaisya. 

It appears that in the times of the Brahmanas the word. 
‘ vrata ’ had come to have two secondary senses derived from the 
sense of ‘religious observance or obligation*; viz. ‘a proper 
course or pattern of conduct for a person*, and ‘an upavasa* i. e. 
the sacrificer’s staying at night near Garhapatya fire or fasting. 
As illustrative of the first may be cited a passage that occurs 
towards the end of the Ait. Br. viz. ‘ this is the vrata for him 
(for the king who has performed what is called ‘brahmanali 
parimarah *) that he should not sit down before his enemy sits 
down (but should do so after), if he thinks (from information 
received) that his enemy is standing the king should also stand 
up; he should not lie down before his enemy (does so); if the 
king thinks that (the enemy) has sat down he may then himself 
sit down; he should never sleep before his enemy sleeps; if he 
thinks that the enemy is awake he should himself keep awake; 

^ ... I. VI. 2. 3. l-3. occurs la 

XII. 5. 20 and 55. 

46. aram: I IX. 5.1. 1; 

pRT ww...HcT 2.2 lOandie. 

47. ... WK ••• * ^5. 4. 

For vide H. of Dh. vol. II pp. 1151-52. On the first day of upasad 

in the evening the milk of all four udders is to be used by the sacrificer, of 
three on the 2nd day in the morning, of two in the evening of 2nd day 
and of one udder on 3rd day morning. 

48. irqt Hct qqpj, i w n. 8. This 

passage is the subject matter of Jaimini IV. 3. 8-9 and VI. 8.28. The 
sentence preceding mr &c. is 

Compare VI. 2, 5. 2-3. 

H. B. 4 
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even if the enemy has his head as hard as a stone (or has a stone 
helmet on his head), he (the king who performs the /arimara) 
quickly overthrows him \ 

The other secondary meaning of vrctu seems to be npacasa 
(i. e. Yajamana’s passing the night in the Darsa-isti and the 
Purnamasa-isti near the Garhapatya and other hres, or reducing 
his intake of food or fasting): “that he performs upavasa in 
Darsa and Purnamasa istis is so because the gods do not partake 
of the offering made by one who has not undergone vrata ; there¬ 
fore he undergoes upavasa with the thought ‘ the gods may 
partake of my offering ’ ” (Ait. Br. VIT. II 

Coming to the Srautasutras,^^ the two principal meanings 
of vrata mentioned above often figure in them. For example, 
the Ap. Sr. S. IV. 2. 5-7, IV. 16.11, V. 7. 6 and 16, V. 8. 1, V. 25. 
2-20, IX. 3.15, XI. 1. 7 and IX. 18. 9, Asv. Sr. S. II. 2. 7, III. 13. 
1-2, Sah. Sr. S, 11. 3. 26 may be referred to for the first meaning 
and Ap. Sr. S. X. 12. 4, X. 17. 6, XI. 15. 3 and 6 for the second 
(viz. food or milk &c.). The Grhyasutras and Dharamasutras 
also present the same meaning of vrata. For sample, the Asv. 
Gr. ni. 10. 5-7 states: these are the vratas for him, viz. he should 
not bathe at night, nor bathe naked, nor run while it is raining 


49. ^ I ^ f|^: ■’^T 

1^4 ^f»i I arr. VIII. 28. 


^TT- VII. 11 (or 32. 9). The III. l has the 

same words. The ^ ^ I. 6. 7. 3 appears to refer to both these significances 
of upavasa ^ ^ ... 

HTW explains on ^ ‘^ 

K t TiaII ... 

\ is 

m. nom. sing, of (one who has not eaten, one who is fasting). 


51. A few of these passages may be set out here: 


BfcTFdHcltT^ 3d I 3irT. W IV. 3. 1“2; 


Kiiir 3d ^ immwfd ^ i anv- v. 7. 6 

and 16: 3Tc! IL 2.7; 3m|cnT&^ 

mi^narr ^-TRidmdhrt h. 3. 26. 

As to the second meaning of g^r (food, milk &c ) vide 3ITtr X. 17. 6 

^ ^flrwRiPr i ; 3d 

sntr. sft. XI. 15. 6. 
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&:c.; the Par. Gr. II. 8 says that the snntaka has to follow for 
three days after fianiavartani certain observances such as not 
eating fleshy not using earthen vessels for drinking water, not 
seeing women, sudras, corpses and crows, not speaking with 
sudras, not urinating nor voiding ordure nor spitting in front of 
the sun, or he should simply speak the truth (instead of observing 
the other requirements of this passage). Gautama (VIII. 15), 
Sahkhayana-grhya (II. 11-12), Gobhila-grhya (III. 1. 26-31) and 
others mention certain rr^ifas (now obsolete) which every Vedic 
student was to undergo. Vide H. of Dh. vol. II. pp. 370-373 for 
descriptions of these. The Ap. Dh. S. II. 1.1.1 £f specifies^^ the 
observances to be followed by the husband and wife from the day 
of their marriage such as eating only twice in the day, not 
eating to satiety, fasting on parvan days. Similarly, the Ap. 
Dh. S. (I. 11. 30. 6,1.11. 31) sets out the observances for snatakas 
(atha snataka-vratani). Panini has a special sutra ‘ vrate’ (III. 
2. 80) for explaining the formation of words from vrata with the 
affix in (nini) preceded by a substantive such as ‘ sthandila^ayin ’ 
and ‘asraddha-bhoji’ (one who has taken the vow of not par¬ 
taking of sraddha food). Panini (III. 1.21)^ also teaches the 
formation of a denominative verb from vrata in the sense of 
‘doing’ {vratayati vratam karoti). It is the Kasika that adds 
a vartika (absent in the Mahabhasya) that the verb so derived 
expresses both the eating of food and the eschewing of it. 

As prayascittas (expiations) involved the observance of 
several strict rules they came to be called vratas in Manu (XI. 117, 
170,176,181), Yajnavalkya (III. 251,252,254,258), Sahkha (17, 6, 
22, 42, 61, 62) and other smrtis. In the Mahabharata the word 
vrata is mainly used in the sense of a religious undertaking or 
vow in which one has to observe certain restrictions about food 
or one’s general behaviour. Vide Vanaparva 296. 3, Udyoga 39. 
71-72, Santi 35. 39, Anusasana 103. 34. It was also applied in 
the epic to a course or pattern of conduct or behaviour not 
necessarily religious. For example, in the Sabhaparva 58.16 
Yudhisthira says that it has been his constant vow that he would 
not refuse dice-play wffien he was challenged to it.^^ Apart from 


52 

u, Ik 1-1-4. 
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the secondary applications of the word vrata, its principal 
meaning from at least the first centuries of the Christian era 
onwards has been that of a religious undertaking or vow, 
observed on a certain tithi, week day, month or other period, for 
securing some desired object by the worship of a deity, usually 
accompanied by restrictions as to food and behaviour. This is 
the sense in which the word vrata will be used in this sebtion. 
Vratas may be expiatory (i. e. they will be prayascittas) or 
obligatory (such as the vratas of a brahmacarin or snataka or 
householder) or they may be voluntary and self-imposed for 
securing some specific end. Expiatory vratas have already been 
dealt with in the 4th volume of the H. of Dh. under Prayascittas. 
The vratas of a brahmacarin, of snataka and of the householder 
have been treated of in volume 11 of the H. of Dh. Vratas or 
vows that are more or less self-imposed will be discussed in this 
section of the 5th volume. 

Vows are found in all religions. The Old Testament and the 
New Testament both bear witness to the sacredness of vows, vide 
Isaiah 19. 21, Job 22. 27, Psalms 22. 25, Acts 21. 23. The Jainas 
have five great vows and the Buddhists have the paiica-silas. 

A great deal of discussion is found in the medieval digests 
on a comprehensive definition of vrata. Sahara^ on Jai. VI. 2. 
20 arrives at the conclusion that by vrata is meant a mental 
activity, which is a resolve in the form “I shall not do this” 
and gives as an illustration the sentence ‘one should not 
see the rising or setting sun’. Medhatithi on Manu IV. 13 seems 
to accept this. The Agnipurana^ provides ‘ a restrictive rule 
declared by the ^astras is called vrata, which is also regarded as 
tapas ; restraint of senses and other rules are but special incidents 
of vrata; vrata is called tapas because it causes hardship to the 
performer (of the vrata) and it is also called niijama since there¬ 
in one has to restrain the several organs of sense ’. Manu II. 3 

55. jnrnrmsBTm ^ 

tWT Hnrdt ^ on vi. 2. 20; 

I ^ ^ i on irg 

IV, 13 (gtn J i f rn d 
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declares^^ * resolve is the root of desires, of sacrifices, of vratas 
and the characteristics called yamas —all are known to spring 
from resolve But every sankalpa entertained by any person 
whatever is not and cannot be called vrata. It may be noted that 
the Amarakosa holds^ that the words *niyama’ and ‘vrata’ are 
synonyms and that the latter consists of fast and the like that 
produce merit {pmiya ), while the Ap. Dh. S. I. 2, 57 remarks that 
the word tapas is applied to the rules of conduct prescribed for a 
brahmacarin (‘niyamesu tapahsabdali *). The Mitaksara^^ on 
Yaj. I. 129 appears to indicate that vrata is a mental resolve to 
do something or refrain from doing something, both being 
enjoined as duties. It is therefore that Sridatta (probably taking 
his cue from Sahara and the Mit.) in his Samaya-pradipa defines 
vrata as ‘ a definite resolve relating to a certain matter held as 
obligatory ’ and proceeds to lay down that it may be positive 
(being in the form ‘ I must do it ’) or negative (‘ I must not do 
this*). He further holds that a resolve^ made with the addition 
of a condition not enjoined by sastras is not a vrata: e. g. if a 
man were to declare that he would observe a fast if his father 
would not forbid it and that otherwise he would not, this 
would not be a vrata and that, since sahkalpa is the principal 
matter in a vrata, if a man of weak intellect or an ignorant 
man observes a fast without sahkalpa, it would be simply so 


H n. 3. III, 312-313 mention ten yamas 
^ &c ) and ten niyamas (such as &c. ), while the 

mentions only five -qrjs () and five 
T^VJ=CS (). IV. 204 and Atri 

verse 47 provide that one must observe yamas always (i e, they are para¬ 
mount duties), while niyamas are not so. The (16.17-19) enumerates 

a large number of (and includes 3ntw, 31^^ and under 

them). The after quoting II, 3 explains ^J?oTT 
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^ 

on 7n. I. 129. 
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much physical hardship but no vrata. The Krtyaratnakara^^ 
mentions several definitions of vrata given by its predecessors, 
one of which by Devesvara was that ‘ a vrata is that which is 
included in the vratakanda’. This last is a desperate effort at 
definition and leaves the inquirer hardly wiser than before. That 
sahkalpa is closely connected with vrata cannot be gainsaid 
and follows from averse of Laghu-Yisnu^^ choosing of 

rtviks is the starting point of a sacrifice, sahkalpa that of 
vrata and of a japa of mantras (in honour of a deity) \ Sulapani 
defined vrata on almost the same lines as Sridatta. Laksml- 
dhara in his Krtyakalpataru on vrata does not define 
vrata but begins his treatment of vrata with vrataprasarhsa. 
Prof. K, V. Rangaswami Aiyangar in his Introduction to the 
Yratakanda of the Krtyakalpataru remarks (p. XXIII) ‘ Raghu- 
nandana in his Yrata-tattva also avoids any attempt to define 
vrata*. Prof. Aiyangar did not notice that Raghunandana 
discusses the question of the definition of vrata in his Ekadasi- 
tattva (Jiv. voL II p. 7) and therefore he did not repeat the 
definition in the Vratatattva. Raghunandana mentions^^ the 
definitions of vrata given by Narayana and Sridatta, does not 
agree that vrata is a sahkalpa but holds that vrata means 
various rites about which a resolve is made and also that vrata 
is a niyarna (a restrictive rule) enjoined by the sastra, charac¬ 
terised by tipavasa and the like and not every niyarna such as 
‘ rtukalabhigaml syat’ (Yaj. I 79, Manu 111.45). The Vrata- 
prakasa (a part of Viramitrodaya) defines vrata as ‘a special 
sahkalpa concerning what is well known to the learned as vrata,’ 
just as mantras are those that are well-known among the learned 
as mantras.^^ The Dharmasindhu (p. 9) defines vrata as a kind 


61. \ p. 633. 

The (folio 1) appears to have held the same view. 

mm» q. by p. 423. p. 17. p. 9. 
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of religious rite consisting of puja and the like. Although at 
the root of every vrata and as an urge for it, there must be a 
sahkalpa it appears to me that Raghunandana and the Dharma- 
sindhu properly represent the popular meaning of vrata. A 
vrata comprehends several items such as snana (bath), the morn¬ 
ing prayer (prata^sandhya), /iomrz, piija of the deity 

or deities in whose honour or for securing whose favour the 
vrata is undertaken, upavasa, feeding of brahmanas, maidens or 
married women or the poor and helpless (according to the nature 
of the vrata), gifts (of cows, money, apparel, sweetmeats &c.) 
and the observance of certain rules of conduct during the period 
of the vi’ata. Some of these matters will be dealt with in detail 
later on, but a few may be disposed off here. Some writers 
relying on Satatapa said that before a vrata was undertaken a 
Vrddhi-sraddha must be performed.^^ The Agnipurana (175.12) 
states^ that one who undertakes a vrata must always take a 
bath (every day), should subsist on a limited quantity of food, 
should worship and honour his gods and brahmanas and 

should eschew ksara, ksaudra, lavana, honey and meat. Devala 
states^^ ‘without partaking of food (the previous night), after 
bathing and concentrating one’s mind, one should, after invok¬ 
ing the Sun and other deities to be present, commence a vrata 
in the morning’. The general tendency of medieval writers to 
go on adding details to what was originally brief is seen at work 
here also. The Vratakalaviveka says that before sankalpa, there 


^ * 

I folio 6 b; ^ \ 

) I. p- 6. 


66. farJRapfr^ ^^ 

311 ^ 175. 12 (q. by p. 26 with the remark that the 

quotes it). There is no agreement about the meaning of kttra and lavana. 

Vide H. of Dh. vol. II. 304 note 723 for the several meanings and 

175. 13-14; madhu and ksaudra are often used as synonyms. Here ksaudra 

may be taken as honey collected from bee-hives and madhu as not so 

collected. 
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should be remembrance of Narayana and namaskara to him, as 
laid down by Yogiyajnavalkya. There is difference of opinion 
about the worship of Ganesa.^ The Vratakalaviveka quotes the 
Padmapurana for the order in which the several deities are to 
be worshipped and honoured after sankalpa and refutes the idea 
that the worship of Ganesa should always precede the worship 
of other deities. Though the general rule is that^^ the sankalpa 
of a vrata is to be made in the morning, still there are some 
passages to the contraiy. For example, the Bhavisyapurana^ 
(Uttara 11.6~8) provides that on the evening of Asadha Full 
Moon one should declare a resolve as follows * from tomorrow for 
one month in Sravana, I shall take a bath, observe brahmacaryay 
take one meal only after evening, sleep on the ground, will be 
compassionate to all living beings 


There is a difference between homa and pujd. A homa with 
Vedic mantras, according to ancient authorities, cannot be 
performed by women and sudras. Though theoretically the three 
varnas were entitled to perform homa with Vedic mantras some 
learned brahmanas held the view that in the Kaliyuga no proper 
ksatriyas and vaisyas existed.^ Even as to Sudra’^ some 
writers like Kamalakarabhatta went so far that a sudra could not 
read and study even puranas but should only listen to their 


1 fW I l p* 8. The 

(p. 152) quotes the verse 37X1%^ and remarks that comes first 

where the worship of the sun is not concerned. 


I ^ PP 55-56. 
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recital by brahmanas. The result was that most people per¬ 
formed only pujd and not homa in Agni. According to most 
writers the homa was to be performed in honour of that deity 
for whose favour the vrata was performed. According to Vardha- 
mana and a few others the homa in a vrata may be in honour of 
the deity of the vrata or may be a vyahrtihoma.^^ It is stated 
by the Agnipurana^^ that there is japa^ homa and also gifts at 
the end of all vratas in general and the Visnudharmottara 
observes that those who perform upavasavrata should inaudibly 
mutter the mantras of that deity, should meditate on that deity, 
should listen to stories about that deity, should worship the 
image of that deity, should take the names of that deity 
and listen to others singing the names. PurvaraimaihsS 
writers made a distinction between homa, yaga and dana. 
Sahara on Jai. IV. 2. 28 puts the distinction in a nutshell by 
saying that ‘ giving up what belongs to one is common to all the 
three, but yaga means simply giving up something intending it 
for a deity and accompanying it with a mantra; in Aoma there 
is in addition the throwing of a thing in fire; dana consists in 
abandoning a thing that belongs to one and creating the owner¬ 
ship of another in that thing.’ In another place (on Jai. IX. 
1. 6), Sahara refers to the argument that yaga is nothing but the 
worship of a deity (api ca yago ntoia devatapuja). 

Manu II. 176 and Yaj. I. 99,100,102 show that Dempuja is 
different from*^^ homa and was performed after the latter according 
to Marlci and Harita quoted in the Smrticandrika, Smrti-muktS- 


73. Vide H. of Dh vol. II. pp. 207-211 for the description of a model 

homa and the order of the several parts in a homa. The four oblations 
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phala and other digests. Certain matters connected with 
devapuja such as the questions whether images of gods were 
worshipped in the times of the Rgveda and the Samhitas, whether 
the worship of images arose spontaneously among the Vedic 
Aryans or whether it was derived from some other race or 
sectarians or from sudras and Dravidian tribes, have already 
been dealt with at some length in H. of Dh. vol. II pp. 705-713. 
Similarly, descriptions of devapuja and the several items and 
stages in the procedure of devapuja have been set out in H. of 
Dh. vol. II. pp. 726-735. A few matters either not set out there 
at all or briefly set out may be spoken of here. It should be 
noted tt at ordinarily there are 16 upacaras” (items of showing 
honour) in the procedure of devapuja, but they may be increased 
to 36 or 38 or reduced to 14,12, 10 or 5 and there is no complete 
unanimity on the question of the names of the 16 upacaras 
and their order. The Brahmavaivartapurana sets out what 
the sixteen, twelve and five upacaras are. The Vratarka 
quotes verses enumerating 38, 16, 10 or 5 upacaras. If a 
person is unable to offer even five upacaras then he should 
offer two, viz. sandalwood paste and flowers and if he 
cannot do even that, then he may offer only devotion. So 
says the Kalikapurana quoted in Varsakriya-kaumudl p. 157. 
From Sahara’s hha^a on Jai. V. 1. 4 it follows that long 
before his day (not later than 4th century A. D,) the order 
{krama) of the upacaras had been settled.^® Medieval works 
like the Vratarka (folio 23 b flf) and V. K. K. pp. 200-201 


77. For 38 vide grTOiT p. 44. 36 are enumerated in 

P> 58 quoting from 3Tn|r^iT%^TnTnW- They are not set out here 
for reasons of space. The 16 quoted from by q. j%. 
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(quoting Nrsimhapurana 62. 8-14) prescribe for all vratas in 
general the recital of each of the sixteen verses of the Purusasukta 
(Pg. X. 90 ) with each of the sixteen upacaras in order (viz. 
avahana, asana, padya, arghya, acamaniyaka, snana, vastra, 
yajnopavlta, anulepana (or gandha), puspa, dhupa, dipa, nai- 
vedya, tambula, daksina, pradaksina); while some works associate 
with each of these one or more Pauranika mantras also. It 
should not be supposed that these upacaras (particularly puspa, 
gandha, dhupa, dipa and naivedya) were absent in the Vedic 
age and came into prominence at a very late stage by being 
borrowed from non-Aryan people. The Asvins are described as 
wearing wreaths of blue lotuses ( puskarasraja ) in Jig X. 184. 2 
and Atharva III. 22. 4 ; the Maruts also are spoken of as wearing 
wreaths (Pg. V. 53. 4 ). In numerous passages the Pgveda refers 
to the casting of offerings ( havija) mixed with clarified butter 
in Agni (e. g. Pg. III. 59. 1 and 5 The gods are even asked 
to eat apupa, purodasa, dhana, milk, curds, honey &c. in Pg. 
m. 53. 8, in. 52. 1-7, IV. 32.16, Vm. 91. 2, in Atharva XYHI. 4. 
16-26. The underlying conception in these passages is the same 
as that involved in offering naivedya to an image. In the 
Satapatha Br.^ the word wpacara appears to have been used in 
the sense of ‘honour’ or ‘mode of showing honour.* In the Tai. 
A. X 40®^ occurs a mantra called ‘ Medha-janana ’ which was 
recited in the ear of a child in the jatakarma ‘ may god Savitr, 
goddess Sarasvati and the gods Asvins wearing wreaths of blue 
lotuses produce in you intelligence’. There is evidence that long 
before the time of the grhyasutras several of the sixteen upacaras 
were well-known. The Nighantu (111.14) enumerates 44 verba 
that have the sense of ‘ worship ’ among which ‘ pujayati ’ is 

79. i^r snrnwvm— ^ in, 59. i; 

yPT ^ III. 52. 7; ^ ^ 

l|f. IV. 36. 2. This last is a precursor of the idea of which word 

should be derived from ( what is presented or offered ) on the analogy 
of words like and (from ft-f ). The ( uliasa 

17. 80 ) derives it in this way ‘ 4 H** 
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included. The Nirukta in explaining the word ‘supanih’ 
occurring in ^Ig. III. 33. 6 states that the word ‘pani* is®^ derived 
from ‘ pan * to offer puja and supports this derivation by saying 
that people worship gods by joining together their hands. It is 
clear that the Nighantu treated ‘pujayati’ as a verb occurring in 
the Vedas and that folding the hands (i. e. namaskara) was a 
item of worship long before the Nirukta. While explaining the 
word ‘saparyan’ occurring in Ilg. Ill, 31. 1 the Nirukta offers 
‘pujayan' as a synonym. From Panini®^ Y. 3. 99 and the 
Mahabhasya thereon it is clearly seen that in the days of the 
former images of gods were made for sale and also for worship. 
Patanjali expressly says that the rule applies to images which 
were worshipped and which gave livelihood to the Pujaris of 
those images and not to images made for sale. Vide also 
Mahabhasya on Panini 1.1.25. TheAsv. Gr.®^ provides that 
when madhuparka is to be offered to a rtvik, an acarya, a bride¬ 
groom, a king or a snataka or a relative (like father-in-law, 
paternal or maternal uncle), a seat, water for washing the feet, 
arghya water, water for acamana, honey mixture, a cow are to 
be announced to the guest three times in each case. In 
another place, the same sutra®^ speaks of the presentation 
of sandal-wood paste, flowers, incense, lamp and garment to 
the brahmanas invited at a sraddha. In these two passages 
alone nine of the 16 upacaras are mentioned. The word puja 
took on a secondary meaning, viz. (honour without use of gandha, 
puspa&c.) even in the times of Dharmasutras (vide Ap. Dh. 
S. I. 4. 14. 9, ‘nitya ca puja yathopadesam ’). Yaj. (I. 229 ff) 
mentions in sraddha ovdhana, arghya, gandha, malya, dhupa^ 
dipa 4&C. When the worship of images became common, the 


82 1 i II. 26; it 

may be noted that the Nighantu III. 5 enumerates ten verbs meaning 
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upacaras that had been offered for showing honour and worship 
to worthy men were by a natural analogy employed in it. In 
my view the theory that puja and the upacaras were borrowed 
from the Dravidians or some non-Aryan people cannot be held 
to be proved, is quite speculative and that ‘puja’ of images of 
gods was an indigenous development. Medieval writers were 
careful to point out that there was no essential difference between 
yaga (vedic or other sacrifice) and puja, as in both there was the 
giving of some substance intending it for a deity. Prof. J. 
Charpentier contributed a paper on ‘ the meaning and etymology 
of puja’ to the Indian Antiquary vol. 56. pp. 93-99 and pp. 130 ff. 
I demur to his conclusions. He points out that ‘ pu ’ in Tamil 
means ‘ flower ’, that the word puja is derived from Dravidian 
‘pucu*, *pusu’ to paint or daub’ (p. 133) and asks the question 
why red colour is used in the worship of Gods; he himself answers 
it by suggesting that it was a substitute for blood. There is no 
reason whatever for assuming that puja was derived from ‘ pu ’ 
and not from ‘ puspa ’ (flower) which was known to the Bgveda 
(II. 13. 7 ‘ puspinlh * and X. 97. 3 ‘puspavatih’). There is no sound 
reason to assume that ‘pucu* (to paint) existed thousands of years 
ago in Dravidian languages and was not a more recent acquisi¬ 
tion, when the word puja can be traced a thousand years before 
any existing literary work in any Dravidian language.^ 

Some works on vratas treat at great length the several 
upacaras, particularly flowers that should be offered to the various 
images worshipped, the consequences of offering those flowers, the 
various kinds of fragrant substances ( gandha) to be offered or 
the incense to be burnt, the nature of the foods &c. Vide for 
example, Heraadri (on vrata) voL I. pp. 49-^51, Krtyaratnakara 
pp. 70-71, 77-79, Varsakriyakaumudi pp. 156-181. For reasons 
of space it is not possible to treat of these matters here. Besides, 
H. of Dh. vol. II. (pp. 731-734) deals at some length with the 
unguents, the flowers, the lamps, the naivedya to be offered in 
the ordinary devapujd. A few matters not mentioned there are 
set out here for the sake of completeness of treatment. The Sm. 
0.1. p, 201 quotes the Padmapurana®^ to the effect that sandal¬ 
wood is holy among unguents (gandha), agaru (Agalochum) 
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ia better than sandalwood, dark agaru is still better and saifron 
is preferable to dark agaru. Hemadri (on vrata voL I. 
pp. 43-44) quotes passages from several puranas defining®® 
catuhsama as tvak i. e. cinnamon, patraka ( cassia leaf), 
lavanga i. e. cloves, and saffron (or two parts of musk, four of 
sandalwood, three of saffron and one of camphor) and 
sarvagandha as saffron, sandalwood, usJra (fragrant roots of a 
plant), musta, lamajja (root of fragrant grass), camphor and the 
three perfumed things viz. tvak, cardamom and patraka and 
Yaksakardama as camphor, agaru, musk, sandalwood and 
kakkola. The Agnipurana (chap. 202.1) first states that Hari is 
pleased by the offerings of flowers, perfumes, incense, lamps and 
naivedya and then specifies the flowers that are fit for offering to 
the deities and that are unfit (verses 2-15). The Kalpataru on 
vrata (pp. 180-181) quotes the Bhavisyapurana (Brahmaparva 
197.1-11) for stating the consequences of using various flowers 
in worship, viz. worship with malatl flowers leads the worshipper 
in the presence of god, worship with karavira flowers confers 
health and incomparable prosperity, by the flowers of Mallika the 
worshipper becomes endowed with all pleasures, with pundarika 
(lotuses) he secures bliss and lasting wealth, with flowers of the 
fragrant kubjaka he secures highest prosperity, with lotuses 
(white and blue) he secures spotless fame, with various mukurakas 
(Jasminium zambac) he is freed from disease, worship with 
Mandara flowers destroys all kinds of leprosy, and with bilva 
flowers he obtains wealth, with arka flowers the Lord Sun confers 
blessings, with a garland of bakula flowers the worshipper has a 
beautiful daughter, the Sun worshipped with Kimsuka flowers 
does away with trouble, with Agastya flowers the deity gives 
success and worship with lotuses gives a beautiful wife, with 
vanamala the worshipper becomes free from tiredness; the 
worshipper of the Sun with Asoka flowers makes no mistakes, 
and the Sun worshipped with iqpa(china rose) flowers frees 
the worshipi)er from trouble. About dhupa (incense burnt in 
worship) a good deal is said in the digests. The Kalpataru 
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(onyrata pp. 182^183)^ observes as follows: The Sun comes 
near (i. e. favours) a worshipper who burns sandalwood and 
confers desired objects when one burns agaru as dhupa; one who 
desires health should burn guggulu; the Sun is always pleased by 
the use of pindahga (i. e. silhaka ) and confers health, wealth and 
the highest bliss; a man secures blessedness by using A:zin(/aA:a 
(the exudation of sallaki ) as dhupa and trade becomes fruitful 
by using srivasaka ( sarala ) as dhupa and one gets wealth 
by burning rasa (myrrh) and sarjarasa (resin of the sal tree). 
Bana in the Kadambarl (purvardha, para 56) refers to the 
practice of burning guggulu in the temple of Candika. Kalpataru 
(on vrata pp. 6-7), Hemadri (on vrata) vol. I. pp. 50-51, Krtya- 
ratnakara p. 78 quote several verses from the Bhavisyapurana 
defining dhupas called ‘amrta*, ‘ ananta’, yaksanga, mahahga. 
The Bhavisyapurana^ remarks: the jJUl is the best among 
flowers, kundaka is the best dhupa, saffron is best among fragrant 
substances, sandalwood among unguents; ghee is best for lighting 
lamps and modahi sweets among naivedya foods. It may be 
noted that the burning of guggulu and other substances had a 
practical end in view, viz. the destruction of fleas and bees. ^ 

It is no doubt true that in most vratas brahmanas are to be 
fed, but one should not run away with the idea that the blind, the 
poor and the helpless were altogether forgotten. In the case of 
many vratas it is expressly provided that food should be given 
to the blind, the poor and the helpless. In describing the Aviyoga- 
vrata, both the Kalpataru (on vrata p. 75) and Hemadri quote a 
long passage from the Kalikapurana in which it is provided that 
on the day of the vrata tasteful and well-flavoured food and drink 
without stint should be distributed to the helpless, the blind and 
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the deaf.^ Vide also Kalpataru (onvrata) p. 390 (on Hari- 
vrata), p. 391 (on Patravrata), p. 397 (Mahavrata), Hemadri 
and Krtyaratnakara p. 481 on Sivaratrivrata, Krtyaratnakara 
p. 461 (on Mitrasaptami). The Bhavisya (Uttara, 22 . 33-*34)^3 
recommends that one observing a vrata should provide food for 
the blind, the distressed and the helpless according to his means. 
As in the case of sraddhas, particularly at Gaya, the Puranas 
often enjoin lavish expenditure on vratas and condemn stinginess 
or spending less on them than one is able to spend. Vide Matsya 
100. 36. The Bhavisyottara^ on Ubhayadvadasmata states ‘the 
performer of Ubhayadvadasivrata being solely devoted to Krsna 
should not be tricky (spend less) in spending wealth In respect 
of Aviyogavrata the Kalika-purana provides ‘ the performer free 
from trickiness about wealth should give an equivalent to the 
brahmanas or the couple if he is unable (to give pearls and 
precious stones)’. Vide also Padma VI. 39. 21, Matsya 62. 34, 
93. 109, 95. 32, 98. 12. 

There are certain virtues that the person undergoing a vrata 
has to cultivate. The AgnipurSna speaks^ of ten virtues that 
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must be cultivated as common to all vratas viz,‘forbearance, 
truthfulness, compassion, charity, purity (of body and mind), 
curbing the organs of sense, worship of deities (or images), 
offerings into fire, contentment, not depriving another of his 
property. This ten-fold dharma is declared as common to all 
vratas.* Devala prescribes: ^hraJimacarya (celibacy), purity, 
truthfulness and giving up of flesh-eating—these four are the 
highest (virtues) in vratas. Brahmacarya is lost by looking at 
(stranger) women, touching them and engaging in talk with 
them, but not by sexual intercourse with one’s wife during the 
allowed days after her monthly illness *. The Naradlyapurana 
remarks^ ‘ brahmacarya is prescribed for being observed in all 
vratas and it is declared that generally sacrificial food is eaten’. 
Havistjamia is variously defined. Manu^ says ‘ the food proper 
for hermits (such as nivara), milk, juice of soma plant, flesh 
that has not become putrid, and aksaralavana (natural salt)— 
these are declared to be (fit) sacrificial food by nature Though 
flesh was offered in sraddhas in the times of the several early 
smrtis such as that of Yaj. flesh must be excluded from the list 
of proper foods in the case of vratas owing to the express provi¬ 
sions contained in Devala-smrti (cited above) and others. Vide 
H. of Dh. vol. IV. p. 149 n. 343 for havisya food. The Krtyaratna- 
kara^ quotes a long passage from the Samayapradipa on what food 
should be partaken in vratas viz. ‘ first come yavas (barley), on 
failure of them vrlhi ( rice), on failure of this, other food except 
masa (black beans), kodrava, gram, masura ( a kind of pulse), 
cina and kapittha*. There are somewhat conflicting passages 
in the several Puranas about the foods that are acceptable or 
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should be rejected. For example, the Agnipurana^^ (in 175, 
12) first states that ksara, lavana, honey and flesh should be 
eschewed in vrata, then (in 175.13-14) includes among ksara 
all cereals in pods except sesame and mudga, and among corn 
wheat and kodravas and several others are included in ksara 
group (i. e. they are to be eschewed in vrata) and proceeds 
(175.14-15) ‘rice, sastika (corn that ripens in sixty days from 
the date of sowing), mudga, kalaya (peas), sesame and yava, 
syamaka (millet), nivara (wild rice grains), wheat and others 
are beneficial (i. e. allowed) in vratas, while one should give up 
(in vrata) kusmanda (pumpkin gourd), alabu (bottle gourd), 
vartaka (egg plant), palahki (a kind of vegetable) and putika. 
The Padmapurana^®^ provides that one who is observing nakta- 
vrata must observe six things, viz. havisya meals, bath, truthful¬ 
ness, small quantity of food, worship of Agni and sleeping on the 
ground (not on a cot). The Bhujabala^®^ says: all should avoid 
while observing vrata the use of bell metal (vessel), flesh, masura, 
gram, kodrava, vegetables, honey and the food cooked in 
another’s house. Harlta lays^^ down what should be avoided on 
the day of vrata: one should avoid on the fast day talk with one 
guilty of heavy sins, heterodox sectarians and atheists and speak¬ 
ing what is untrue and obscene. The Santiparva says ‘one 
engaged in vrata should not converse with women, sudras and 
patita\ The Brhadyogi-Yajnavalkyasmrti^®^ observes: one 
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should not talk at the time of japa or vrata or homa and the like 
to women, sudras, patita^ sectarians, a woman in her monthly 
illness; if there be a failure in the restraint of speech (with these) 
in japa and the rest, he should recite a mantra addressed to 
Visnu or remember Visnu who is imperishable. 

The Puranas extol, as in the case of pilgrimages, the 
performance of vratas to the skies. Certain vratas like 
those to be undergone by a Vedic student had ceased to be 
in vogue and vratas associated with Vedic sacrifices also 
had become rare in the centuries before the Christian era. 
In the grhya and dharma sutras and in ancient smrtis like 
those of Manu and Yajnavalkya what were called vratas in the 
Puranas did not occupy any very prominent position. During 
the early centuries of the Christian era Buddhism and Jainism 
were influential rivals of the ancient sacrificial system. In order 
to wean away common people from those two schisms it is very 
probable that learned followers of the Vedic system hit upon the 
glorification of vratas and promised heaven and otherworldly and 
spiritual rewards to those who performed vratas that were com¬ 
paratively easy and within reach of all instead of sacrifices and 
also adopted some of the practices of common folks as vratas, 
e. g. kukkutl-markatl-vrata in Bhavisyottara 46. 1~43, Sltala- 
vrata (Vratarka folio 111 b “*113 b, N. S. p. 123). The Brahma- 
purana^®5 g^yg ‘ reward that is secured by the worship of the 
Sun for a single day cannot be secured by hundreds of Vedic 
sacrifices or by brahmanas to whom the fees stated in the texts 
are paid’. The Padmapurana^®^ extols Jayantivrata by saying 
that in the body of the man who performs it all holy places and 
deities reside. The Garudapurana^®^ quoted by Hemadri states 
that the Kaiicanapurivrata described by it is more purifying 
than even the Ganges, Kuruksetra, KasI and Puskara. The 
Bhavisya-purana (Uttara 7.1) provides that a man crosses easily 
the deep ocean of hells by means of the boat of vratas, vpavasas 
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and niyamas. In the Mahabharatai^s ( and the Padmapurana VI 
53. 4-^) it is stated that the Vedic rites and rites prescribed by 
Manu cannot be performed in Kaliyuga and that therefore it 
declares to Yudhisthira something that would be an easy remedy, 
requiring little wealth and causing little trouble but securing 
great rewards and that would be the essence of Puranas, viz. one 
should not eat on the Ekadasi of both fortnights; he who does 
not eat food on Ekadasi does not go to hell. About the Ubhaya- 
dvadasivrata described in the Bhavisyapurana it is said that 
Prabhasa,^^ Gaya, Puskara, Varanasi, Prayaga or holy places to 
the east or west thereof, or to the north are not superior or e<^ual 
to the Kartika vrata. The Anusasana-parva^^® proclaims that 
there is no higher tapas than upavasa (fasting) or even equal to 
it and that poor men can secure the rewards of sacrifices by 
resorting to the upavasa described. Hemadri quotes two verses 
on Arkavrata from the Bhavisyapurana stating that if a man 
observes for a year uuktu on the 6th and 7th tithis in each fort¬ 
night he obtains the merit secured by those who perform the 
Vedic sacrifices called sattras or who observe the vow of speaking 
the truth. 

In the Varahapurana the question^^^ asked is ‘ how can a 
poor man reach God’ and the reply is that he can do so by vratas 
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and fasts. The Lihgaptuana (purvardha 83. 4) provides that one 
who for a year observes nakta (eating only once in the evening) 
and worship of Siva on the 14th and 8th tithis in each paksa 
(fortnight) secures the reward of all sacrifices and reaches the 
highest goal. The Bhavisya asserts that brahmanas who have 
no sacred fires (srauta or smarta) benefit in this way that gods 
become pleased with them by (the observance of) vratas, fasts, 
restrictive rules of conduct and various kinds of gifts, particularly 
by a fast on special tithis. 

The keynote struck by the Matsya, Brahma and other 
Puranas is how to secure great rewards with little effort. The 
Brahma-purana remarks that by merely taking in Kaliyuga the 
name of Kesava a man obtains the same rewards that one got in 
krta-yuga by deep meditation, in Treta by performing sacrifices 
and in Dvapara by worship (of images). The Matsya says: 
The great sages do not commend sacrifices which involve killing 
(of animals); those whose wealth is tapas became firmly placed 
in heaven by making gifts, according to their means, of particles 
of grains (collected from fields &c.), roots, fruits, vegetables and 
water vessels and that tapas is superior for (several) reasons to 
sacrifices. The Padmapurana reaches the peak of exaggeration 
when it says ‘ no one except Hari will be able to recount the 
merit of him who offers a lamp on the day of Hari in Kartika 
with devotion’ or ‘ Visnuvrata is the highest, a hundred solemn 
Vedic sacrifices are not equal to it’. The Skandapurana^^ (quoted 
by Hemadri on vrata vol. I. pp. 318-321) contains a long eulogy 
of vrata, one verse of which may be cited here ‘ Gods attained 
their position through restrictive observances (vratas); they 
shine forth as stars by virtue of the vratas (they performed)’. 

There were certain differences between Vedic sacrifices and 
vratas. The promised reward of most sacrifices was heaven, 
while Puranas promised that most vratas would confer tangible 
benefits in this very life. Further, vratas could be performed by 
all, including sudras, maidens, married women, widows, even 
prostitutes. 

There were vratas for the brakmacarin (called Veda-vratas) 
and for the snataka. These have been already dealt with in H. 
of Dh. vol. IL pp. 370-374 and pp. 412-415 respectively. That 
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vratas (in the medieval sense) existed even in the first centuries 
before and after the Christian era follows from the Ap. Dh. S. and 
from the dramas of Kalidasa, from the Mrcchakatika and the 
Eatnavali. The Ap. Dh. S. II 8.18 prescribes a vrata for one year 
which is equal, in its merit to brahmacarivrata for 48 years and 
Ap. Dh. S. II. 8. 18-19 to Ap. Dh. S. 11. 8. 20 prescribe two modes 
of a vrata to be begun on Tisya (Pusya) naksatra to be observed 
by a person desirous of prosperity. Vide S. B. E. vol. 11. pp. 145- 
148. Hemadri (vrata 11. .p. 628 quotes Ap. Dh. S. 11. 8. 20. 3-9), 
explains the sutras and calls this Apastambokta Pusyavrata. 

In the Sakuntala (Act. II) the dowager queen (mother of 
Dusyanta) sends a message that on the 4th day from the date of 
the message her fast (vrata) would end.^^ The Vikramorvasiya 
(III) appears to refer to a vrata called in later times Rohini- 
candrasayana-vrata (vide Hemadri vol. H. pp. 599-600). It 
may be noted that in the above works royal ladies are described 
as observing vratas. In the Raghuvaihsa Kalidasa alludes to an 
Asidhara-vrata (XIII. 67). The Mrcchakatika (Act I) speaks of an 
upavasa (a vrata) called Abhirupapati which appears to have 
been somewhat like the Bhartn>raptivrata described by Hemadri 
(voL I. pp. 1199-1200). The Eatnavali (Act I at end) describes 
Madanamahotsava which reminds us of the same described in 
Hemadri (vol. H. pp. 21-24). It appears, however, that the 
number of vratas in the first centuries of the Christian era was 
not very large. Gradually, however, the number of vratas 
increased by leaps and bounds and their total number, as seen 
from the list furnished at the end of this section, would be in the 
region of one thousand. One of the earliest digests on tithis 
and astrological matters in relation to Dharmasastra is the 
Eajamartanda of king Bhoja (1st half of 11th century A. D.). 
It mentions only a few vratas (about 24). The next important 
extant work is the Krtyakalpataru of Laksmidhara (1st half of 
12th century A. D.) who mentions in the vratakanda about 175. 
A comparatively later work viz. the Vratakalaviveka of Sulapani 
(1375-1430 A. D.), which discusses the rules about the proper 
times for observing vratas, mentions only 11 vratas. Hemadri’s 
is the largest published work on vratas, containing as it does 
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about 2200 printed pages in the B. I. edition. It deals with about 
700 vratas. This shows that towards the end of the thirteenth 
century, when foreign invaders had seized the larger part of India 
and were ruthlessly razing temples to the ground and converting 
by force and fraud thousands to their faith, the men of the day, 
both learned and ignorant, were expending vast intellectual 
labour and huge sums of money on vratas, pilgrimages and 
sraddhas, blissfully ignorant of and blind to the political and 
religious dangers that engulfed them all. 

The vratakosa edited by M. M. Gopinath Kaviraja (in the 
Sarasvatibhavana series in 1929) lists 1622 vratas, but that list 
is unduly swollen and inflated for various reasons,^^^ For 
example, the Astak^sraddhas and Anvastaka-sraddhas are 
included and have nine niimbers assigned to them. There are 
twelve numbers assigned to Anantavrata because it is' performed 
for twelve months from Margasirsa, but Hemadri (on vrata vol. H. 
pp. 667-^71) treats it as one vrata. Upavasavrata is given four 
numbers, the only reference given being Hemadri (vrata) 11. 
p. 509 (only IJ lines from Matsya). Hemadri (vrata H. pp. 
748-52, 757 and so on) describes Ekabhakta twelve times in each 
month from Caitra to Phalguna and then on H. p. 863 refers to 
him who performs Ekabhaktavrata for one year. The Vratakosa 
gives 13 separate numbers (2 for Ekabhakta and 11 for Eka- 
bhukta, for this latter form there being no authority of Hemadri 
who calls all the 13 Ekabhaktavrata). Grahasanti is given five 
numbers. It is unnecessary to multiply examples. If properly 
sifted the number would be much smaller than 1000. 

When a person undertakes a vrata he must see to it that he 
finishes it; for dire consequences are laid down for him who 
gives it up through heedlessness. Chagaleya declares^^ ‘when 
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a person, having first undertaken a vrata, does not carry it out, 
being led away by some desire, he while alive becomes (i. e. is to 
be treated as) a candala and after death becomes a dog *. In 
such a case where through greed, infatuation or inadvertence a 
man is guilty of breaking his vrata, he has to undergo three 
days ’ fast and also shave his head and then begin the vrata {the 
remainder acc. to Nirnayasindhu, the whole of it acc. to Sula- 
pani). The Varahapurana states ‘ that man who undertakes a 
vrata on ekadasi day but does not, owing to foolishness, finish it, 
reaches a very evil state 

Death in the midst of a vrata did not deprive the performer 
of the merit for which he began it. Ahgiras^^^ provides‘if a 
person that has begun some religious act for some benefit dies 
before the rite is finished, he secures the merit that is the reward 
( of that act) after his death; Manu so declared’. 

No one should undertake a vrata in the midst of asauca 
(impurity on birth and death). But it is provided by the 
Visnudharmasutra^^^ (22.49) that asauca does not affect the 
king in doing his royal duties, nor those undergoing a vrata in the 
carrying out of the vrata. Similarly, Laghu-Visnu observes: in 
the case of vratas, sacrifices, marriages, in sraddha, homa, worship 
(of an image), in japa, impurity does not affect after they are 
begun, but it affects before they are begun (i. e. is an obstacle to 
beginning these after impurity). Yaj. III. 28-29 are similar 
verses. It is laid down in the sastras that danger (to the 
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observer of vrata) from all beings, disease, forgetfulness, the 
command of one’s guru do not break a vrata provided these occur 
only once ( during the period of the particular vrata). It is 
provided by the Matsya-purana, Agni and Satyavrata^^^ that in 
the case of women that have commenced a vrata of long duration 
there is no stoppage of the vrata if they have monthly illness in 
the midst of the vrata or they become pregnant or are delivered 
of a child and that they should get the rites performed by another 
as long as they are impure, but physical acts ( such as fasting ) 
may be done by them. There are certain other matters that do 
not affect the observance of a vrata, viz. ( drinking) ^20 ^ater, 
( partaking of) roots, fruits and milk and sacrificial offering, the 
desire ( or command) of a brahmana, the order of one’s guru and 
medicine. Hemadri remarks that the drinking of milk and the 
rest that follow do not affect vrata if the performer is a woman, 
a child or one who is in extreme pain. A person observing 
vrata should eschew all this, viz. anointing the body or the 
bead with oil, chewing tambula, applying sandalwood paste and 
whatever else would increase physical strength or passion. 

What actions do not detract from the observance of upavfisa 
will be discussed later. 

A few words about horaa may be said here. Women could 
not offer homa with mantras ( Manu IX. 18 ). Homa could be 
performed for them through a priest. When no particular 
substance is specified the ahuti (offering) into fire is to be of 
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clarified butter (Karmapradipa of Gobhila 1.113 The number 
of ahutis may be 108, 28 or 8 or as many as are expressly 
specified. The Samayapradipa (folio 4 b) has a long discussion 
about the fire in which homa is to be made. One who is an 
ahitagni (who has established the sacred Vedic fires) should 
employ the fire established by him when he was married, as laid 
down by Yaj. (I 97 ). According to some, the rule of Yaj. applies 
only to grhya rites that are laid down in the Grhyasutras and 
that even an ahitagni should employ ordinary fire for his 
vratas. One who has no srriarta fire should also perform vrata 
homas in ordinary fire by himself or through a priest. 


q. by (acc. to R p. 25). , 



CHAPTER III 


Persons entitled to engage in Vratas, objects 
desired by means of Vratas, classifications 
of Vratas and literature on Vratas, 
times for Vratas 

One important matter is that of vratadhikarinah (persons 
entitled to engage in a vrata). Persons of all castes including 
^ludras are entitled to perform vratas. Devala states: ‘ there is 

no doubt that (men of) all varrias are released from sins by 
observing vratas, fasts and restrictive rules of behaviour and by 
mortification (lit. heating) of the body.* Women are also entitled 
to perform vratas. In fact the puranas and digests prescribe 
several vratas *for women alone. Manu, Visnu Dh. S. and 
several puranas provide that a woman cannot perform a separate 
sacrifice, a separate vrata or a separate fast by herself, she is 
honoured in heaven by waiting upon her husband. Visnu 
Dh. S. ( 25.16 ) further provides that a woman who observes a 
vrata in which a fast enters while her husband is alive deprives 
her husband of his life and herself goes to helL Whatever act 
of benefit in the other world a woman does without the consent 
of her father, husband or son yields no fruit to her.^^ The 
medieval digests interpreted these verses as meaning that before 
performing a vrata, a maiden has to secure the consent of her 
father, a married woman of her husband and a widow of her son 
and that with the consent of the persons specified a woman 
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could perform an independent vrata for herself. The digests are 
supported in this view by the sutra of Sahkha-Likhita^^? 
is the rule for women that they should practise vratas, fasts, 
restrictive observances and worship (or sacrifices) with the con¬ 
sent of their husbands. The Lingapurana^^ provides : with the 
bidding (i. e. permission) of their husbands, women should per- 
formjaj^a, gifts, ^a^as and all else. Opinion was divided whether 
a woman could get homa performed through another. About the 
incapacity of women for mantras,vide Manu II. 66, IX. 18 and 
Yaj. I. 13. The Vyavaharamayukha following Parasara held 
that a sudra could get the homa in adoption^^® performed through 
a brahmana and that the same rules apply to women and sudras 
and therefore a woman could get a homa required in vrata per¬ 
formed through a brahmana. Eudradhara (author of Suddhi- 
viveka) and Vacaspati held that a woman and a sudra have no 
right to perform homa with Vedic mantras. The Nirnayasindhu^^^ 
supports the Vyavaharamayukha on the question of homa in a 
Vrata to be observed by a woman. But it appears that Nila- 
kantha, author of the Vyavaharamayukha, was of a different 

opinion when composing the Prayascittamayukha.'^^^ yide H. 

of Dh. vol. IV. p. 78 note 186 on this point. It is provided in the 
Matsya that a woman who is pregnant or is recently delivered 
of a child should only observe nakta instead of a fast and a 
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maiden or other female who is impure (in monthly illness or 
otherwise) should get her. vrata performed through another, hut, 
whether pure or impure, she may perform bodily acts (such as a 
fast) by herself (vide Tithifeattva pp. 121-122). 

If a person is unable owing to disease or accident or the like 
to perform a vrata personally he could get it performed through 
2 k pratinidhi (a representative). Certain rules were laid down 
about this. It is stated in the Satyasadhasrautasutra^^ * there is 
no pratinidhi (representative or substitute) in the case of the 
owner (the Yajamdna), the wife, the son, the (proper) place and 
time (for an act), the fire, the deity (to be invoked such as Agni, 
Indra), a rite and a text (to be prescribed for being employed in 
a rite) *. All religious acts are arranged in three classes, viz, 
nitya (obligatory), naimittika (to be performed when a certain 
or occasion arises or event happens) and kamya (per¬ 
formed out of a desire to secure some object). Vide H. of Dh, 
vol. IV pp. 60-61 note 150 for further details. The Trikanda- 
mandana^ has the following rules about pratinidhi in these three 
kinds of acts. * No pratinidhi (substitute) is allowed in the case 
of kamya rites, a substitute is allowable in the case of nitya 
and naimittika rites; some recognized a substitute even in a 
kamya rite after it is once begun; there is no substitute for a 
mantra or the deity or the fire (Garhapatya, Ahavanlya or 
Daksinagni), a kriyd (such as praydja ) or Uvara (the svamin or 
yajamana); some say that a substitute is not allowed in the case 
of (a prescribed) place or time. An agnihotrin can substitute, 
(if his wife is dead &c.) an image of her made of gold or kusas 
but a woman cannot proceed with a rite putting forward some 
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substitute or effigy in place of the husband.* If a person is 
unable, after undertaking a vrata, to carry it out, he should get 
it done by a representative. Such representatives are: son, wife, 
brother, husband, a sister, a pupil, purohita (for daksina) and 
a friend. Paithinasi^^^ states that a wife might carry on the 
vrata undertaken by the husband and the husband may do so for 
the wife; if both are unable a stranger may carry it out; in this 
way there is no break of vrata. Katyayana^^^ says:—one who 
observes a fast for the sake of his father or mother, brother, 
husband and particularly for his guru secures one hundred-fold 
merit; if a person observes a fast on Ekadasi in place of his 
maternal grand-father and the like they and their representative 
each obtain the full fruit thereof. These rules about pratinidhi 
apply to men of all varnasy^'^ 


It is somewhat remarkable that the Vratarka quotes from 
HemadrP^® a passage of the Devlpurana to the effect that even 
mlecchas were authorized to perform vratas, if they had faith 
in them. In the Santiparva (65.13-25) Indra is made to say to 
king Mandhata that even Yavanas, Kiratas, Gandharas, Cinas, 
Sabaras, Barbaras, Sakas, Andhras and several others should 
serve their parents, they could perform rites laid down in the 
Veda, they could make offerings to their (deceased parents), 
may dig wells (for the use of all people) and may make gifts to 
brahmanas. The Bhavisya-purana^^^ states that the Haihayas, 
Talajahghas, Turks, Yavanas and Sakas desiring to reach the 
status of brahmanas observed fasts on the first iiihi (pratipad). 
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Another remarkable matter is that the Mahabharata 
provides that brahmanas and ksatriyas should not engage in a 
continuous fast for more than three days and that vaisyas and 
Madras can observe a continuous fast for two days only and a 
fast for three days is not laid down for these two classes by those 
who know dharma. Devala also has a similar provision. 

The bulk of the vratas practised in medieval and modern 
times are kamya i. e. performed for the purpose of securing some 
object in this world or sometimes the next world or both. Most 
of the vratas are really secular though under the garb of religion 
and, though certain disciplines (such as fast, worship and 
celibacy, truthfulness) have to be observed, breathe a frankly 
materialistic attitude; they are meant to appeal to the ordinary 
human cravings that rule the whole world. The desired objects 
are legion and it is impossible to set them out in detail. Some 
idea about them may however be conveyed. The Agnipurapa 
mentions dharma (punya), progeny, wealth beauty or good 
fortune, virtues, fame, learning, long life, wealth, purity, 
enjoyment of pleasures, heaven and moksa (release from the 
round of births and deaths) as the objects to be sought by the 
observance of vratas. The Kalpataru^^^ on vrata says that 
vrata is the highest means of securing the several lokas (such as 
Brahmaloka, Sivaloka, Vaikuntha) and the enjoyment of 
pleasures and triumph; that in Krta, Treta, Dvapara and Kali 
ages respectively kings Sujaya, Rama, Dhanahjaya and Vikrama 
became lords of the whole world by means of vratas, that 
Sankara declared to Hari in various treatises that vrata is the 
one (supreme) observance for man, that though many observ" 
ances are laid down in each yuga they do not come up even to 


140. argr^ 3 ^ 1 

^ 3 H IO6. 11 and 13; ^ 

^ t>y p. 67 

\rbich remarks: I U This verse of is 

almost the same as 106. 12 which reads ‘ I ^ ^ 

\ 3’. folio 9 b reads (which means ). 

141. I ^ 

^ ^ ^ 

175 44 and 57, ^ ^ 

3d •• ••• tR? TT3«VIWt 33^ I 

3CT 33 (on 33) pp. 1^2, on sr I. p. 318 (for last verse). 



56 


History of Dharmaiastra I Sec. I, Cb. Ill 


the 16th part of the observance of vratas, that the virtuous 
daughter of Vikrama named Vasundhara, residing in the country 
of Dasarna, attained mok§a through vratas and that gods, sages, 
siddhas and others attained highest perfection by means of 
upavasas (fasts). 

Classification of vratas : As the vratas to be treated of in 
this section are almost all self-imposed or voluntary, they may 
be divided into three classes. The Padmapurana*^ observes: 
* ahiihsa (abstaining from causing injury), truthfulness, not 
depriving a person of his property by wrongfully taking it, 
broAmacarj/a (continence), freedom from crookedness or hypo¬ 
crisy—these are mental vratas that lead to the satisfaction (or 
favour) of Hari; eating once only in the day, nakfa (eating only 
once after sunset), fast (for the whole day), not begging (i. e. 
subsisting on food that one gets without asking for it)-this is 
physical vrata for human beings; study of the Veda, recounting- 
(the name of) Vispu, speaking the truth, freedom from backbiting 
these are vratas of speech. 

Another classification can be based on the time for which 
a vrata may last, i. e. only for a day or a fortnight (paksa), a 
month, season, ayana (time of the stay of the Sun in the northern 
or southern hemisphere), year, or years. A vrata may be for one 
year or for more years than one or for a person’s lifetime. In 
speaking of vratas performed in a certain month, the question 
of an intercalary month will have to be considered and will be 
dealt with in the next section on Kala etc. Similarly, the matter 
of tithis occupies a very large place in works on dharmasastra 
and will have to be discussed. The subject of Kala and muhurta 
will be dealt with in the next section. Though tithis properly 
pertain to that section, they will be dealt with here, since tithis 
are the most important topic in relation to the various observ¬ 
ances that are to be performed throughout a year as their basis. 
The largest number of vratas are tithi-vratas. It is therefore 
that Hemadri begins his treatment of individual vratas with 
tithi-vratas (from part I, p. 335 to part U p. 519) and passes on 
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in order to varavratas (part Upp. 520-592), naksatravratas 
(part n pp. 593-706), Yogavratas (part 11 pp. 707-717 ), Karana- 
vratas (part II pp. 718-726), Sankrantivratas (part IIpp. 727- 
743), masavratas (part 11 pp. 800-857), rtuvratas (part 11 pp. 
858-861 ), sarhvatsaravratas (part 11 pp. 862-867 ), praklrnaka 
(miscellaneous) vratas (part n pp. 867-1002). The Krtyakalpa- 
taru (on vrata) on the other hand begins with varavratas 
(pp. 8-34), then deals with tithivratas (pp. 35-398), naksatra- 
vratas (pp. 399-417), masavratas (pp. 418-430), sahkrantivratas 
(pp. 431-434), samvatsaravratas (pp. 434-451) and praklrna- 
vratas (pp. 452-459). Most of the works on vrata^^ after 
dealing with some general matters begin their treatment of 
vratas with tithivratas. The Samayapradlpa has a different 
mode of treatment, viz. that it begins with Ganesavratas (i. e. 
vratas in which Ganesa is the deity), then with vratas in which 
the Sun is the deity, then Sivavratas, Visnuvratas and so on. 
Some vratas are performed not only on a certain tithi, but also 
require the existence of a certain month or weekday or naksatra 
or all of these. Another classification may be based on the 
persons competent to perform vratas; most vratas are meant for 
all men and women; some like Haritalika and Vatasavitrl 
are meant for women alone, some are to be performed by 
men alone; while there are others to be performed only by kings 
or ksatriyas or by vaisyas. 

There is an immense literature on vratas. There is no 
topic of Dharmasastra except probably that of tlrthayatra and of 
sraddha on which the Puranas wax so eloquent as on vrata. 
Some of the Puranas contain thousands of verses on vrata. For 
example, the Brahmaparva of the Bhavisyapurana (in chapters 
16-216) contains over 7500 verses and the Uttarakhanda of the 
samePurana over five thousand verses on vratas; the Matsya- 
purana (chapters 54-92 and 95-101) has about 1230 verses on 
vrata (most of which occur in the Padmapurfina V chap. 20 ff), 
the Varahapurana (chap. 39-65) spends about 700 verses and the 
Visnudharmottara about 1600 verses on vratas. On a modest 
calculation the Puranas contain about twenty-five thousand 
verses at least on vratas. It is difficult to draw a strict line 
between vratas and utsavas; what are called utsavas have also 
an element of religious rites and conversely many vratas have 
some element of being a festival In this work 1 have included 
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several observances which some people may regard as purely 
utsavas and not vratas at all. 

The topic of vratas is rather inextricably mixed up with 
discussions on Kala and tithi. The nibandhas (commentaries and 
digests) on vratas are numerous. In this section I shall mention 
works that deal with vratas alone or with vratas in relation to 
tithis, but not works on kala in general and muhurta. This is 
rather an arbitrary arrangement and it is possible that there 
would be some repetition and overlapping. A verse in the 
Elalaviveka of Jimutavahana names seven predecessors that 
had expounded kala in relation to religious rites, viz. Jitendriya, 
Sahkhadhara, Andhuka, Sambhrama, Harivamsa and Yogloka, 
Some of these writers must have been earlier than the first half 
of the 11th century A. D. as in the Malamasatattva Raghu- 
nandana states that Andhukabhatta mentions in his work how 
in sake 955 (1033-34 A. D.) there was on Amavasya Tula- 
sankranti and the Vrscikasahkranti on the pratipad and again 
on Amavasya Dhanus-sankranti. This establishes that Andhuka- 
bhatta wrote his works about 1035 A. D. But the works of all 
those seven writers on kala have not yet been discovered. Two 
other works ascribed to king Bhoja of Dhara^^ dealt among 
other matters with kala and vratas (in the 2nd quarter of the 
11th century). One of them, the Rajamartanda, is available in 
Mss and, besides expounding the astrological significance of 
tithis, week days, naksatras, Yogas, deals (in verses 1136-1292 
and 1327-1405) with several vratas and the proper times for them 
viz. Ekada^I, Saptamyarkavrata, Agastyarghyadana, Sravana- 
dvadasi, RohinyastamI, Haritali-caturthi, Durgotsava, Kauja- 
gara, Pretacaturdasi, Sukharatri, Bhratr-dvitiya, Dipadana, 
Kartikasnana, Maghasnana, Maghasaptami, Bhismastami, 
Pusyadvadasi, AsokastamI, Caitravali, Savitrivrata, Pasanaca- 
turthi, Aranyasasthi, Dasahara, Sankranti. The Rajamartanda 
has not so far as I know yet been published, though hundreds of 
verses therefrom are quoted in the medieval digests. It is at 
present the earliest extant work of a nibandha form treating of 
vratas. Another work dealing with vratas and ascribed to Bhoja 
is the one cited as Bhupala-samuccaya or Bhupala-krtya- 
samuccaya, or Ertyasamuccaya on vratas, danas &c. This 

143. Vide my paper on 'King Bhoja and his works on Dharmasastra 
and Astrology' in the Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, vol. XXIII 
pp. 94-127, where 1 deal with the Rajamartanda on pp. 105-118 and with 
Bhnpalakiiyasamaccaya on pp. 124-126. 
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last work has not yet been unearthed and is found quoted in 
such medieval digests as the Krtyaratnakara. 

Apart from the Vedic Literature, sutras, epics, Puranas and 
Rajamartanda, I mainly rely in this section on vratas on the 
following works (those that I consulted in ms. form being 
expressly indicated and the works being arranged in chrono¬ 
logical order as far as possible): Krtyakalpataru (portion on 
vratas) of Laksmidhara; Kalaviveka of Jimutavahana; 
Hemadri’s Caturvargacintamani (on vrata); Samayapradipa of 
Sridatta (ms.); Krtyaratnakara of Candesvara; Kaladarsa of 
Adityasuri (ms.), Kalanirnaya or Kala-madhava and Kala- 
nirnayakarika; Tithiviveka, Vratakalaviveka and Durgotsava- 
viveka of Sulapani; Nirnayamrta of Alladanatha; Varsakriya- 
kaumudi of Govindananda; Kalasara of Gadadhara; the Tithi- 
tattva, Ekadasitattva, Janmastamitattva, Durgarcanapaddhati, 
Krtyatattva and Vratatattva of Raghunandana, Vrataprakasa 
(part of Viramitrodaya) of Mitramisra (ms. from Anupa Sanskrit 
Library) and Samayapraka^a (part of Viramitrodaya); Samaya- 
mayukha or Kalamayukha of Niilakantha; Vratarka of 
Sahkarabhatta (ms.); Tithyarka of Divakara; Dasanirnaya of 
Harita Vehkatanatha; Vratodyapana-kaumudi of Sahkara- 
bhatta Ghare; Vrataraja of Visvanatha; Purusarthacintamani of 
Visnubhatta; Ahalya-kamadhenu (ms. in Scindia Oriental Insti¬ 
tute, 1767-1771 A.D.); Dharmasindhu of Kasinatha. Of these the 
most important for vratas are Krtyakalpataru (from which even 
Hemadri, and Krtyaratnakara borrow many passages), Hemadri 
on vrata, Kalanirnaya of Madhava, Krtyaratnakara, Varsakriya- 
kaumudi, the works of Raghunandana and the Nirnaya-sindhu. 
Works like Vratarka and Vrataraja, though exhaustive, borrow 
verbatim long passages from Hemadri and others. The treatment 
of vratas in several of the above-mentioned works is often 
uneven; for example, the Varsakriyakaumudi disiKJses of the 
observances of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd tithis in two pages (28-30), 
while it devotes twenty-two pages to Ekada^I (pp. 42-64). 

It must be emphasized here that this section is concerned 
with the vratas described or mentioned in works on Dharmasastra^ 
Even so the number of vratas is extremely large. No attempl 
is made here to include all vratas observed by women or 
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primitive tribes or by the illiterate people all over India or con¬ 
tained in works written in the several regional languages such 
as Bengali, Hindi or Marathi. The inclusion of such observ¬ 
ances would entail an enormous amount of labour, would expand 
the work to huge proportions and would be beyond the proper scope 
of the History of Dharmasastra. Further, to tabulate all the vratas 
and festivals of all common people and to study the folk life of 
villagers, forest-dwellers and mountain inhabitants in the States 
of the continent of India would be beyond the capacity of a 
single worker and would require the co-operative effort of a large 
team of workers spread over years. When done, that work would 
be a monumental one on the social anthropology of India. In 
this connection I may mention Prof. B. K. Sarkar’s work ‘Folk 
element in Hindu culture’and the paper on‘a study of vrata 
rites in Bengal * contributed by Mr. S. E. Das^^ to ‘ Man in India * 
(1952) voL 32, pp. 207-245. Some writers have already published 
works dealing with the observances of common people such as 
Mrs. Stevenson’s ‘Rites of the twice-born’, Underhill’s ‘Hindu 
religious year’, B. A. Gupte’s '‘Hindu holidays and ceremonials’, 
R. C. Mukerj’s ‘ Ancient Indian fasts and feasts *, Mr. Rigvedi’s 
Marathi work on ‘ History of Aryan festivals ’ (ed. of 1924). In 
these books (except in the last and rarely in Underhill’s) texts 
from Dharmasastra are generally conspicuous by their absence. 

Times for beginning Vratas: Apart from the vratas that 
have to be performed on certain fixed tithis or times, elaborate 
provisions are made that vratas in general and several other 
religious rites are to be begun only at certain auspicious times 
or in certain astrological conditions. A few of these are set out 

145, It should not, however, be supposed that I agree with all the 
propositions in the above two; for example, the meaning which Mr. S. R. 
Das assigns to Laksmi in Rg. X. 71. 2 (viz. beauty) is not acceptable to 
me. I hold that * Laksmi ' there also is the opposite of alaksmi as the word 
• bhadra * applied to Laksmi suggests and as in Rg. X. 155. 1 the idea of 
alaksmi is clearly conveyed. I do not subscribe to the view that the idea of a 
malignant spirit was unknown to the poets of Rgveda times and that they 
had to go to the aboriginal people for that idea. Note the verses srm 

5ir. X. 7i. 2; 
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(VI. 30) explains this verse at length and states that Bharadvija destroyed 
Alaksmi and the Brhad-devata (VIII. 60) says that Rg. X. 71 removes 
Alaksmi. 
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here by way of sample. Gargya^^ says ‘ when Jupiter and Venus 
have set (i. e. are not observable owing to their being near 
the Sun in the sky) or when they are in the stage of being 
called bala and vrddha and in an intercalary month one should 
not begin a vrata nor perform its udydpana (the rite of closing 
a vrata).’ The childhood of Jupiter and Venus is a certain period 
after they set and senility {vrddhaiva or vdrdhaka) is a certain 
period preceding their setting. There is no unanimity on the 
length of these periods and the periods differ in different countries 
and also depend on whether there is a season of distress or 
difficulty, but Varahamihira^^^ states the longest provided should 
be accepted. The Rajamartanda has several verses on this, one 
of which maybe set out here: Venus is 6d/a for ten days 
when it rises in the west, but is bala for three days after rising 
in the east; Venus is vrddha foronepaksa (15 days) when it 
rises in the east, but is vrddha for five days before it sets in the 
west. Gargya observes Venus and Jupiter are (held to be 
bala) in the Vindhyas whether in the east or west for ten days, 
but for seven days in the country of Avanti (of which Ujiayini 
was capital); in the country of Vahga (Bengal) and among 
Hunas (they are bala) respectively for six and five days. It is 
further provided in the^ Devlpurana that one should not under¬ 
take any religious act when Jupiter or Venus is in the sign of the 
Lion. Similarly, Lalla^^^ remarks that all (religious) actions are 
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condemned when done in what is called Gurvaditya (that is when 
the sun is in the house of Jupiter viz. sign of Pisces and when 
Jupiter is in the house of the Sun, viz. Lion). The Vrataraja 
remarks that one is to avoid Jupiter in the Lion sign for religi¬ 
ous acts only to the north of the Narmada and elsewhere only in 
Simhamsa (i. e. the first quarter of the naksatra Pursra-phalguniX 
The Katnamala^^^ provides that Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday are auspicious (confer success) in all (religious) acts; 
but on Sunday, Tuesday and Saturday only such actions succeed 
as are expressly prescribed for performance on those days. 
Bhujabala remarks that Tuesday is unfavourable for all 
auspicious acts but that it is commended for agriculture, study 
(of the Samaveda) and for battles. 

The philosophical discussions on Time and on its division 
into year, aijam (the Sun’s apparent motion in the two regions 
of the celestial sphere), r[us (seasons), masa (month), paksa 
(half month,) week, days &c. will be taken up in the next section. 
But the exact determination of the question as to the day on 
which a tithivrata is to be performed when the tithi spreads over 
two days occupies a very large space in works on dharmasastra. 


The word tithi by itself does not occur in the Bgveda and 
the other Vedic Sarhhitas. But the idea must have been there 
even in the Bgveda. Amavasya is explained in later works as 
being of two kinds, viz. Sinivali (day on which amavasya is 
mixed with the 14th tithi) and Kuhu (when amavasya is mixed 
with the first tithi of the next fortnight). Similarly, Paurna- 
masi is of two kinds, Anumati (mixed with the 14th tithi) and 
Raka (mixed with the Pratipad of the next paksa). In the 
Rgveda Sinivali is ^raised to the position of a divinity, is 
described as the sister of the gods, offerings are made to her and 
she is implored to bestow progeny on the worshippers. The 
Br. Up. VI. 4. 21 implores Sinivali and the Asvins to implant an 
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embryo in the wife. Raka also^^ is similarly treated in the 
Rgveda (II. 32. 4-5=Atharva VII. 48.1-2). Rg. X. 59. 6 and 
X. 167. 3 treat Anumati as a deity, prayers are offered to her 
to enable the worshippers to see the Sun going up and to bestow 
happiness and she is spoken of in the same breath with Soma, 
Varuna and Brhaspati. The Vaj. S. prays‘May Anumati 
approve to-day of our sacrifice’. It should be noted that the 
Nirukta (XI. 29) holds a discussion on Anumati and Raka, viz. 
the Nairuktas (etymologists) say that Anumati and Raka are 
goddesses (wives of gods), while the Yajfiikas hold that they 
are two kinds of Paurnamasi; it is known (in Sruti) that the first 
Paurnamasi is Anumati and the later is Raka. Similarly, the 
Nirukta holds a discussion on Sinivali and Kuhu (XI. 31). The 
Atharvaveda (VI. 11. 3) mentions Prajapati, Anumati and 
Sinivali together. The word Kuhu occurs in the Atharvaveda 
and is applied to a deity that is invoked to come to the sacrifice 
and to bestow on the worshipper wealth and a heroic son. In 
the Tai. S. I. 8. 8. 1 and Sat. Br. IX. 5.1. 38 mention is made of 
these four, viz. of Anumati, Raka, Sinivali and Kuhu, as 
recipients of earn (oblation of boiled rice). How these names 
were coined in the distant past is an insoluble riddle. Anumati 
can be derived from root man^ but why the tithi of the Pull Moon 
mixed with the 14th tithi was so called is more than anyone 
can say. Kuhu may be plausibly derived from kuha ‘where’ (as 
in Rg. L 24. 10, X. 40. 2) as the day when the moon is invisible 
and when primitive people asked in wonder the question * where 
does the moon go But Raka and Sinivali defy attempts at 
any plausible etymology. Eminent philologists, instead of 
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admitting ignorance, are not wanting, who following the tradi¬ 
tions of the very ancient etymologist Yaska (who says in 
Nirukta 11.1 'natveva na nirhruijaf)^ suggest that the word 
Sinivall is made up by combining the Babylonian-Akkadian 
word ‘ sin ’ (meaning moon) with Dravidian ‘ vel ’ (white 
light ‘Amavasya* (New Moon) is addressed as a deity by 
itself in Atharva^^^ VII. 79 (84) l-*4, the first of which calls upon 
Amavasya to come to the sacrifice and bestow wealth and a 
valiant son and the second of which hints at the derivation of 
the word from ‘ama* (meaning ‘together’ or‘home’) and ‘ ms’ 
(to dwell). The Sat. Br. remarks “ this king Soma i. e. the 
moon is the food of the gods; when he (the moon) is not seen on 
this night either in the east or in the west, he comes to this 
world (i. e. the earth) and enters the waters and the herbs here; 
he is the wealth of the gods and their food; when he dwells on 
this night together (with waters and herbs) it (that night) there¬ 
fore is called ‘ Amavasya The Ait. Br. (40. 5) states that on 
amavasya the moon enters the sun. The Ap. Dh. S. also echoes 
this idea that on the Amavasya night the Sun and the Moon 
dwell together (are near each other). So amSvasya is so called 
either because the moon was supposed to dwell together with 
waters and herbs on the earth that night or because the Moon 
dwells in the Sun on that night. Darsa has the same sense as 
amavasya and means * the day on which the moon is seen by 
the sun alone (and by no one else)’. Vide H'. of Dh. vol II. p. 1009 
and note 2274. Names are sometimes given by contraries e. g. a 
fool is called a wise man or a brave person may be called ‘timid ’. 
Amavasya may have been called darsa because the moon is not 


158. Vide 'Bharatakaumudi' (in honour of Prof. R. K. Mukerji) part 
I. p, 208 for this etymology put forward by Dr. S. K. Chatterji. Such 
etymologies are based on certain assumptions for which there is 
absolutely no evidence whatever, such as the word * Vel' being used by the 
Dravidians thousands of years ago. that the vedic Indians were aware of 
both words 'Sin* (moon) and ‘Vel* used by different peoples and could 
weld them together thousands of years ago and had no word of their own 
to denote what is meant by Sinlv^I. 
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Tithis in Vedic Literature 


65 


seen that day (but would be visible the next day). Another tithi 
that is famous in the Vedic Literature is Astaka^^^ (8th tithi after 
the full moon in any month, but particularly in Magha) on which 
offerings were made to the pitrs (departed ancestors). Even in 
very remote times people could have easily marked the four main 
phases of the moon, viz. Full Moon, half moon (8th day there¬ 
after when half of the moon’s orb shines), Moon’s total absence 
and 8th day thereafter; and after noting these phases it must 
not have been very difficult to make close calculations about the 
periods intervening between the Full moon and the half moon, 
the New moon and half moon. As a matter of fact the Tai. Br.'^ 
expressly says that the moon is worn away on the 15th and 
becomes full on the 15th i. e. before the Tai. Br. it was well- 
known that there were 30 lunar days (tithis) in a lunar month. 
It is stated in the Sat. Br.^^^ ‘the joints of Prajapati, while he 
was engaged in creating beings, became loose (or collapsed); the 
samvatsara is indeed Prajapati and the joints of it (of 
saihvatsara) are the two junctions of day and night, PaurnamasI, 
Amavasya and the beginnings (first days) of the seasonsThe 
words Paurnamasi and Amavasya occur very frequently in the 
Atharvaveda, the Tai. S. and other Vedic texts, though the two 
words do not occur in the Bgveda. The Atharvaveda says^“ that 
Paurnamasi was the first among days and nights and was worthy 
of sacrifice. The Ait. Br.has an interesting passage: “they 


161. For Astaka, vide H. of Dh., vol. IV pp, 353-357. 
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M ^ t an. 32. 9. It may be remembered that 

Sayana notes that this section (khanda) and the next are not recited by some 
and are not therefore explained by them. The last sentence probably means 
that that is the tithi ( on which a specihc religious act is to be performed) 
with reference to which the sun sets or with reference to which it rises 
i. 6. these words embody in a somewhat obscure form the same idea to 
which Devala gives expression in the following two verses: ^ 
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(wise men) say that when a sacrificer dwells near his sacrificial 
fire, that is due to his thought that the gods will partake of his 
offerings, since they do not eat the offering of a sacrificer who 
does not abide by certain observances’. The opinion of the sage 
Paingi is that the sacrificer should stay near his sacrificial fires 
(or fast) on the previous PaurnamasI (i. e. Paurnamasi mixed 
with 14th), while the opinion of Kausitaki is that he should do 
so on the later one (i. e. the Paurnamasi mixed with pratipad). 
The previous Paurnamasi is called Anumati, the later one is 
called Raka, while the previous Amavasya is called Sinlvall and 
the later one is called Kuhu. That is the tithi (on which a religi¬ 
ous rite should be performed), it is the one, being associated with 
which the sun sets and the sun rises.” This passage shows that 
differences of opinion had arisen long before the time of the Ait. 
Br. as to on what day a particular rite associated with a certain 
fixed tithi was to be performed when the tithi was spread over 
two daya There are references in Tai. S. and the Brahmana 
literature which show that in those ancient days the duration 
of tithis and therefore the actual position of the moon could not 
sometimes be very accurately determined beforehand A man 
about to perform an isti on New Moon {dariesti) does certain 
acts that are done on the day previous to amavasya such as using 
the sour curds from last night’s milking for coagulating the sacri¬ 
ficial food (i e. milk), separating the calves from the cows in 
the afternoon with a palaia twig; and taking some husked rice, 
he thinks, owing to cloudy weather or through miscalculation, 
that the moon would not be seen in the sky the next morning, 
does not actually set apart a few handfuls of husked rice 
(meant as nirvapa for the gods) or sets them apart, then the next 
day the moon is seen in the sky (i. a the next day is really 14th 
tithi instead of amavasya). It is then prescribed that he has to 
perform an expiatory rite called Abhyuditesti. Vide Tai. S. 
n. 5. 5.1-2 and Sat. Br. XI. 1. 4.1-2 quoted below. 


(Continued from last page ) 

In P* 15 S’. ft. p. 233 the second half of both verses is the 
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Devala means that in and ^ the tithi at sunrise is to be preferred. 

166. ^ &c. I 

n. 5. 5.1-2; ^ 

(Continued on next page) ** 



Word tithi in ancient Literature 


67 


The word tithi does not occur in the Saihhitas, but it occurs 
in the Ait. Br. cited above and in the grhya and dharma 
sutras. 

The Gobhilagrhyasutra^^^ when prescribing a day for the 
setting up of sacred fires mentions the coincidence of an auspici¬ 
ous tithi and naksatra and in another place refers to the worship 
of the lord of the tithi and of the naksatra and of the tithi itself. 
The Kausitaki-grhya (I. 25) speaks of offerings to the tithi on 
which a child was born and prescribes that the dedication of 
ponds, wells and tanks was to be made in the bright half of a 
month and on an auspicious tithi (V. 2). 

The Nirukta^^ while deriving the word atilhi applied to 
Agni in Rg. V. 4. 5 gives two explanations, one of which is ‘ one 
who approaches the houses of others on special tithis\ Panini 
furnishes no sutra relating to the word tithi^ but it is possible to 
argue that the affix Htha which he mentions in explaining words 
like ‘bahutitha’^^^ was a relic of the word tithi. Patanjali 
expressly mentioned Paurnamasi tithi. Vide‘India Antiqua*, 
the volume of studies presented to Dr. J. Ph. Vogel pp. 109-112 
for Prof. Edgerton’s paper on affix ‘titha’. From the above 
discussion it would be clear that the ideas and divergences of 
views about the proper tithis for certain religious acts existed in 
the Vedic times (at least before Ait. Br.) three thousand years 


(Continued from last page ) 

tTrf &c. I srr. XI. l. 4. 1-2. These passages form the 

subject of VI. 5. 12-15. Vide my notes to pp. 277- 

279. The in the New Moon and Full Moon rites is of four musjis 
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ago and that the word iiihi itself must be held to have been in 
use about 800 B. C., if not earlier stilL^^® 

Tithi is defined as the time or period required by the moon to 
gain twelve degrees on the sun. As the Suryasiddhanta states 
* tithi is the lunar day in which the moon leaving the sun (at the 
last moment of Amavasya), traverses twelve degrees {bhagas) 
towards the east every day.’^^ The moon’s motion is irregular 
and therefore the moon traverses twelve degrees sometimes in 
60 ghatikas, sometimes in more (up to about 65) and sometimes 
in less ghatikas up to about 54. The result is that one unit day 
may be co-terminous with one tithi, but often a unit day has 
two tithis i. e. in the morning it may be the 6th tithi, but in the 
afternoon, evening and night it may be the 7th. It is possible 
that in a single civil day (from sunrise to sunrise) there may be 
three tithis e. g. on Monday morning there may be only two 
ghatikas left of the 6th tithi, then the 7th tithi may be only 56 
ghatikas in duration and then the 8th may follow for the last 
two ghatikas of that unit day. Conversely, a single tithi may 
touch three days. For example, the last two ghatikas of Monday 
may be the first two ghatikas of the 6th tithi, then the 60 
ghatikas of Tuesday may be occupied by the 6th tithi and two 
more ghatikas (the last) of the 6th tithi may spread on to 
Wednesday morning. A unit day which spreads over three 
tithis is declared by the Eajamartanda to be very holy^^^ (or 
auspicious); while on the other hand a tithi touching three days 
is said to be inauspicious for marriage, for marching on an 
invasion, for an auspicious religious act or an act meant to 


170. 2 (on in. iv. 2, 35) on which says 
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advance prosperity.If a tithi begins immediately before 
sunrise or its beginning coincides with sunrise and ends after 
the following sunrise the name of the tithi (as pratipad* dvitiya 
or so on as the case may be) is coupled with both divasas (civil 
days) involved, so that two tithis of the same denomination 
appear one after another. This is called vrddhi of the particular 
tithi. If a tithi begins sometime after sunrise on one morning 
and ends before sunrise on the following day it cannot be 
coupled with any day and is therefore deleted or omitted in the 
pahcahga (almanac) and there is tithi-ksaya. As a tithi is 
normally shorter than the civil day ksaya occurs more frequently 
than vrddhi. 

From the words of the Gohhilagrhya quoted above it follows 
that long before the days of that work the several tithis were 
deemed to have certain deities as their lords (or presiding 
deities). Among the earliest extant enumerations about 
tithipatis (lords of tithis) is that in the Brhatsamhita of Varaha- 
mihira (chap. 98.1^2) which sets them^’^ out as follows (the 
tithis and their lords being mentioned in order) :-lst Brahma, 
2nd Brahma, 3rd Hari, 4th Yama, 5th the moon, 6th Kartikeya, 
7th Indra, 8th Vasus, 9th Nagas, 10th Dharma, 11th Siva, 12th 
Savitr, 13th Madana, 14th Kali, 15th Visvedevas and of 
Amavasya the pitrs. He further says that one should do on those 
tithis the acts that are appropriate to the lords of those tithis. It 
appears that other writers differed somewhat from Varahamihira, 
e. g. the Ratnamala sets^^^ out the lords of tithis according to 
the Puranas as follows :~lst Agni, 2nd Brahma, 3rd Girija, 4th 
Ganesa, 5th Naga, 6th Visakha (Skanda), 7th the Sun, 8th Siva, 
9th Durga, 10th Yama, 11th Vispu, 12th Hari, 13th Madana, 
14th Siva, 15th the Moon. The Skandapurana (1.1. 33. 78-82) 
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states what tithis are specially dear to what gods such as 8th 
and 14th to Siva, 4th to Ganesa, 9th to Candika. The Garuda 
(I. 137. 16-19) and Narada-purana (I. 56. 133-135) specify 
what deities are to be worshipped on the tithis from the first to 
15th. 

Varahamihira divides tithis into five groups, viz. Nanda, 
Bhadra, Vijaya or Jaya, Rikta and Purna and states that on 
those tithis the acts that are appropriate or suited to the lords of 
the tithis should be done and become crowned with success and 
the fruits of actions done on these five classes of tithis yield 
results similar to their names. The same applies to karams 
and muhurtas. The result is Nanda tithis are 1st, 6th, 11th; 
Bhadras are 2nd, 7th, 12th; Vijayas 3rd, 8th, 13th; Riktas are 
4th, 9th and 14th; Purnas are 5th, 10th, 15th. This is also 
brought out in the Atharvana Jyotisa, which also prescribes 
what should be done or not done on the tithis from the 1st to the 
15th and provides that certain combinations of tithis and certain 
weekdays yield success and all rewards, viz. Nanda tithi on 
Friday, Bhadra on Wednesday, Jaya on Tuesday, Rikta on 
Saturday, and Purpa on Thursday. 

The Tithitattva (pp. 27-28) quotes a long passage specifying 
the loss a man suffers by eating fifteen specified things from the 
1st to the 15th tithi respectively. The Nirnayasindhu (p. 32) 
quotes verses from Muhurta-dipika and Bhupala^^ (i. e. Bhoja) 
which specify the edibles and certain actions that are respec¬ 
tively to be given up on the tithis from the first to the 15th and 
on amavasya. On the other hand, Bhavisyapurana (Brahmaparva 
16. 18-20) quoted by the Kalpataru on vrata p. 35 specially 
recommends the eating of certain things on each of the 15 tithis 
from pratipad (the first) viz. milk, flowers (on 2nd), anything 

176. frwr ^ 

pi 2-3; 
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(II- 7-9) enumerates the actions that should be done on the 6ve kinds 
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(pp. 27-28) details the results of what follows from eating the 
forbidden fruits &c. on the respective tithis specified. 
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except salt (on 3rd), sesame, milk, fruits, vegetables (on 7th and 
8th), flour, food uncooked by fire, ghee (on 11th), payasa (rice 
boiled in milk), cow’s urine, yavas, water in which kusas have 
been dipped. The Vamanapurapa^’® (14. 48-51) prescribes what 
actions should not be done on the groups of tithis called NandS 
&c., on certain week days and on certain naksatras. 

The method of reckoning time by tithis is a very early one 
and is indigenous to India. Though Western scholars have from 
time to time put forward various theories about the so-called 
Greek influence on Indian astronomy and astrology and about 
the Indian Naksatra system being borrowed from the Chinese 
(Biot) or from the Babylonians (Weber) or from the Arabs 
(Sedillot), no western scholar has had the courage, so far as I 
know, of alleging that the system of tithis is not indigenous but 
is borrowed from some non-Indian source. The theories about 
Greek influence will be briefly dealt with in the next section. 

Vedic (and Smrti) injunctions are of two kinds, (1) those 
that urge a person to do a thing such as ‘ one should fast on 
Ekadasi in bothpaksas*, (%) those that dissuade a i)erson from 
doing something as in ‘ one should not eat food on Ekadasi’, 
Tithis are thus an anga of the two kinds of injunctions. Accord¬ 
ing to Garga,^’^ tithi, naksatra and vara (week day) are a means 
of puriya (merit) and papa (demerit, sin) by being subsidiary to 
the principal rite prescribed, but they are not able to produce the 
above result independently.^®* 

Tithi is of two kinds ,purm (complete or full) and 
sakhanda. When a single tithi covers the whole day from sun- 

178. ^ \ 
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rise for sixty nadikas (or ghatikas) the tithi is purna, i. e. the 
tithi begins exactly at sunrise and ends with the next sunrise 
and is exactly 60 ghatikas in extent. All others than this are 
sakhanda; these latter again are of two kinds suddha and viddha 
(pierced by or intermixed with another).^®^ A suddha tithi is one 
that extends from sunrise to sunset or (in the case of some tithis 
like sivaratri) up till midnight; other sakhanda tithis are called 
viddha, Vedha is of two kinds, morning vedha and evening 
vedha; the former generally occurs when after six ghatikas from 
sunrise a tithi touches or gets merged with the next tithi, while 
the latter (evening vedha) generally occurs when a tithi touches 
another tithi six ghatikas before sunset. In the case of certain 
tithis the period prescribed may exceed six ghatikas. 

When the tithi in question is 60 ghatikas in extent and 
begins with sunrise (i. e. when it is purna) there is no diflSculty 
at all. When a tithi is suddha in the sense given by the 
Dharmasindhu then also there is generally no diflSculty. Some 
general rules have to be kept in mind. Srutisays^^ ‘forenoon 
is for the gods, midday for men and afternoon for pitrs Manu 
(IV. 152) says: one should carry out morning duties, decorating 
the body, bath, brushing the teeth, applying collyrinm to the 
eyes and worship of gods in forenoon alone*. Therefore all 
religious acts prescribed for being performed by day on certain 
tithis for gods must be begun in the morning even if the tithi is 
mixed with another on that day, but aU vratas to be performed 
in the evening or night have to be performed on the tithi exist¬ 
ing in the evening or night even^ though it may be mixed up 
(viddha) with another tithi. Another matter to be noted is that 
in both halves of the month all tithis may aflfect the previous 
tithi and following tithi by three muhurtas (i. e. six nadis or 
ghatikas)."^ Some tithis produce by a larger number of 

182. 3mR ^ i^H i Q r y r: i m d ^ 

tt ^ I W fw I rf. 
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ghatikas e. g. the 5th makes sasthi affected by twelve nadis, 
10th makes 11th viddha by 15 nadis, &c. Viddha tithis are in 
some cases fit for performing religious acts, sometimes they are 
not. All rites of the srauta or smarta type, vrata, dana and 
every other act enjoined by the Veda do not yield proper 
reward as long as there is no determination of the tithi proper 
for it. That tithi which covers up the time (such as morning), 
noon, whole day &c. at which a religious act is prescribed to be 
done is the proper one for^^ that act. The first principle to 
remember is that Kala (the time prescribed for a rite) is not a 
mere detail, but it is a nimitta (an occasion) on the happening of 
which a rite is to be performed and that therefore what is done 
at some time other than the prescribed one is practically as good 
as not done. There is a text of the Tai. S. 11. 2. 5. 4 which 
indicates this principle about Kala. It says ‘ that man is cut 
off from the heavenly world, who desiring to perform the darsa- 
purnamasa rites transgresses the time of full Moon or New 
Moon’. Hemadri^ strongly emphasizes the performance of rites 
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on the proper time and states that a gaunakala is resorted to 
for escaping from the censure of sistas or for the solace of one’s 
mind or because there is no other alternative. If a tithi can be 
had on two days and at the required time or if it does not exist 
on both days at the time required or it extends only up to a part 
of the time for which it is required, then the decision is arrived 
at, as a general rule, by what is called ‘ yugmavakya ’ to be cited 
below. Suppose, for example, that a vrata is to be performed 
at noon on a certain tithi, then that tithi may exist at noon on two 
days or suppose that the tithi begins one or two ghatikas after 
noon and ends on the next day one or two ghatikas before noon, 
then the decision as to which tithi (whether purva-viddha or 
para-viddhd) is proper for the act would have to be decided as a 
general rule by the Yugmavakya, The Yugmavakya may be 
translated as follows: ‘The pairs (or combinations) of the 
following tithis lead to great reward, viz. of the 2nd and 3rd 
tithis, of the 4th and 5th, of the 6th and 7th, of the 8th and 9th, 
of the 11th and 12th, of the I4th with purnima (Full moon tithi) 
and of Amavasya with the 1st: the reverse (i. e, combinations or 
pairs of other tithis) results in great loss; such combinations 
destroy all former (accumulated) merit.’ In these verses there 
are seven pairs and they are mutually applicable. The question 
may be asked; on what tithi a vrata prescribed for the 2nd tithi 
should be performed if the 2nd is combined with the first on one 
day (that is, it is purvaviddhd) and is also combined with the 3rd 
on the next day (i. e. it is paraviddha). The reply is: as a general 
rule the day on which the 2nd is combined with the 3rd tithi 
should be the proper one for the dvitiyavrata and not the day on 
which 2nd tithi is combined with the first. Similarly, in the 
case of a vrata to be performed on trtiya, if the 3rd tithi occurs 
on one civil day combined with the 2nd and on the next day it 
is combined with the 4th, then the proper day as a general rule 
for a trtiya^vxata is the one on which the 2nd and 3rd tithis are 
in combination and not the other day on which the 3rd and 4th 
tithis combine. The result of this passage is that combinations 
of 1st and 2nd tithi, of the 3rd and 4th, of 5th and 6th, of 7th 
and 8th, of the 9th and 10th, of the 10th and 11th, of 12th and 
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13th, of 13th and 14th, of Purpima with the first and of 
AmaVasya with 14th are generally excluded as improper.^^ 

It may be stated here that the rules laid down in the above 
verses (of yugmavakya) are riddled with exceptions. Sotne say 
that these rules apply only to tithis of the bright half and not to 
those of the dark half. But many works such as Apararka 
(p. 216), Kalanirnaya (p. 172), Vratakalaviveka (P. O. voL VII. 
p. 87), Nirnayasindhu (p. 18) hold that the passage applies to 
tithis of the dark half also, since the express mention of 
Amavasya in combination with pratipad is an indication in 
that direction. It would be noticed that the yugmavakya (even 
though held to be applicable to the dark half) does not refer to 
the first tithi of the dark half, the 10th and 13th tithis of both 
halves. Their combinations with the preceding or following 
tithis will be governed by express texts where available and by 
other considerations in other cases, such as the verse ‘ in the 
bright half that tithi should be preferred which exists at the time 
the sun rises and, in the dark half, that tithi should be preferred 
which exists when the sun sets.’^^^ Another important rule is 
that where there are express texts prescribing a particular com¬ 
bination of viddha tithis as more appropriate for a vrata or other 
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religious rite, that express rule prevails and not the rule derived 
from this yugmavakya.^^^ For example, it is laid down in the 
very place (where the yugmavakya occurs) that the 6th tithi, 8th 
tithi, amavasya and the 13th of the dark half are to be preferred 
(for religious rites) when in combination with the following 
tithis (i. e. 7th, 9th, 1st of bright half and 14th of dark half 
respectively) and others (than those mentioned in the first half 
such as the 7 th, 9 th) are to be preferred when combined with 
those preceding them.^^ The application of special considera¬ 
tions may be further illustrated by the following. The same 
tithi may be preferred if punauiddha^ixi one vrata and as para- 
viddha in other cases owing to the difference in the deities of the 
vratas. For example, Skandasasthi is preferred as purvaviddha, 
but Mandarasasthi is preferred as paraviddha (because the deity is 
Mandara and not Skanda). Sometimes, although the devata is the 
same, it will have to be purvaviddha and sometimes paraviddha 
as in the Vinayaka-vrata which requires mid-day as the proper 
time. If the 4th exists at midday and then is mixed up with 
5th, but did not exist at midday the previous day, then 4th 
mixed with 5th will be preferred; but if mixed with the 3rd 
before noon and not mixed with 5th at time of midday, 4th 
mixed with third will be preferred. Sometimes it depends on the 
fact whether it is bright or dark fortnight, ^kla pratipad will 
be preferred if purvaviddha, but krsna pratipad will be pre¬ 
ferred as uttaraviddha. The rites for pitrs are not governed by 
yugma-vakya. The grhya-parisista provides that the pitrs 
attend on that tithi which exists at the time when the sun sets; 
that tithi and afternoon are assigned for the pitrs by Brahma 
himself.^^^ Sometimes even a combination not approved by 
yugmavakya has to be accepted for the performance of a rite 
e, g. when astami with Rohini naksatra exists (in Krsnajanma- 
vrata) the fast should be observed on that Astami, though it may 
be combined with 7th tithi (and not on 9th as yugmavakya 
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requires Sometimes, even though a tithi be purnS, it is 
passed over in favour of a viddha one.'^ Suppose there is 
Ekadasi in the bright half from sunrise to sunrise on a certain 
day and there is Ekadasi on the next day for two ghatikas, then 
there is Dvadasi for 59 ghatikas in extent; thus trayodasi comm¬ 
ences the day after just one ghatika after sunrise. According to 
this verse of Pracetas there is to be no upavasa on the Ekadasi, 
though it is purna, but the fast will be observed on Dvadasi, 
and the parana in order to be celebrated on dvadasi will have to 
be during the first ghatika of the third day from ekadasi or 
earlier. But if the Dvadasi in this case be only for 55 ghatikas, 
trayodasi will begin three ghatikas before sunrise; if parana be 
done at sunrise it will be on the 13th and not on the 12th. In 
this latter case, according to Pracetas, the Upavasa will have to 
be on the purna Ekadasi in order that the parana may be on 
12th. It has to be further remembered that the positive prescrip¬ 
tion about celebrating a vrata or the like on the fixed tithi is 
governed by the yugmavakya, but the rules forbidding the 
partaking of oil, meat or the like on the fixed tithi apply for the 
whole of that day^^ and that tithi, whether it is 65 ghatikas and 
extends over three days or is only 55 ghatikas and extends 
over two days only. For explaining the words ‘ eka- 
dasyam niraharah’ from Varaha-purana ( 39. 32 ) the Ekadasi- 
tattva (pp. 3-4) states that one is to fast not merely for 
the time that the Ekadasi lasts on a week-day but for the whole 
of the week day on which Ekadasi falls and it applies the reason¬ 
ing contained in Jai. VI. 2.19-20 (called Kalanjadhikarana). 
If the vrata is such that some items in it are to be done by day 
and some afc night, then that vrata must be observed on that 
tithi which exists by day as well as at night and in such a case 
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the yugmavskya has no application. Vide p. 72 and note 184 
above. In certain cases where the vrata has several items extend¬ 
ing over the whole day or a large part of it, the tithi at the time 
of sunrise even if it be only for a ghatika is declared by some 
texts to be sakala (purna ) for purposes of both gifts and 
vratas.^^ 

The Kaladarsa propounds the strange^ theory based on 
Gobhila’s words that the shortening and lengthening of the tithis 
is due to the piety and sinfulness of men and divides tithis into 
kharva (of proper extent, 60 ghatikas), darpa (more extensive 
than 60 ghatikas) and himsrd or hifnsa (of lesser extent than 60 
ghatikas). The Eajamartanda has the same^^ division and 
remarks that when the tithi is either kharva or darpa (and they 
are viddha) then a rite is to be done on the later tithi (the proper 
tithi joined to the next one) and in the case of the shorter tithi 
(if it is viddha) one should prefer the former (i. e. the day on 
which the proper tithi is joined to an earlier one).^^ The Varsa- 


^ \ ^ mm 3Tmv?m i w f^r^: 

p. 142, m. p. 473 reads in the first verse 
m. P» 473 and p.485 quote the last two verses but ascribe them to 
and This is one of the cases where a tithi though kbanda according 

to strict astronomical rule is to be regarded as full (or sakala ) for Dharma- 
sastra purposes. 

200. *rr5T^ i ^ 

folio 5 a. 

5- P- 33 ascribes &c. to *|$. The verse gif &c is ascribed to 
XJ^nas by p. 144 and pp. 21~22; (on p. 91 quotes 

^ —from and ascribes to 

I f. (on p, 109 says 

and ascribes to sarrsf the verse ^T*- 1 

201. gsrjf folio 70a, verse 1132 

(ABORI. vol. 36 p. 310), 

202 . mif 

W q. from ^jmPFsr by p. 500, which explains : ^ 

qni: q^d%% WmiS: l. vide Sr. p. 22 for the verse and 

explanation, P. 102 reads ‘ ^... 

It ’ and ascribes it to 



Mahatithis 


kriya-kaumudi ascribes a similar verse to Usanas and remarks 
that it is opposed to the dicta of many such sages as Devala and 
must be restricted only to Darsasraddha forming as it does a 
syntactical whole with certain verses of the Chandogaparisista 
(which it quotes). 

A general rule is stated in some works that when the full 
moon which is in the lunar mansion that gives the name to a 
month is in conjunction with Jupiter that tithi has the word 
maha prefixed to it. For example, the Paurnima of Kartika 
would be called Mahikartiki if the Moon and Jupiter are 
both in the Krttikas (Pleiades) on that tithi. The Baja* 
martanda and Bhavisyapurana provide that a bath on the 
Mahacaitrl and (on the remaining eleven paurnimas with 
prefix maha) in certain holy places yields great rewards, 
viz. bath at Prayaga on MahamaghI, on MahaphalgunI in the 
Naimisa forest, on Mahacaitrl at Salagrama, on MahavaisakhI at 
Mahadvara, on MahajyaisthI at Purusottama, on MahasadhI at 
Kanakhala, on Mahasravani at Kedara, on MahabhadrI at 
Badarl, on Mahasvini at Kubjamra, on Mahakartiki at Puskara, 
on Mahamargasirsi at Kanyakubja, on MahapausI at 
Ayodhya.^^ 

There are long lists of actions forbidden on certain tithis. 
A few passages may be cited here. Devala ^ says *on the 15th, 
the 14th and particularly on the 8th one should avoid oil, meat, 
sexual intercourse and the use of a razor.’ The Naradiya provides 
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♦hat one should give up oil on the 6th tithi, meat on 8th, use of 
razor on the 14th and sexual intercourse on the full moon and 
amavasya (1.156.140~*141). Certain vegetables, fruits and articles 
such as sesame are to be eschewed on certain tithis; vide p. 70 
above and note 177. 



CHAPTER IV 


Individual vratas; Caitra Pratipad, Ramanavaml, 
Aksayya-trtlya, Parasuramajayanti, Dasahara, 
Savitri-vrata. 

The Mahabharata^ prescribes how to set about a vrata. 
* Taking in one’s hand a copper vessel fall of water and turning 
one’s face to the north one should undertake the upavasa^ or 
whatever else he resolves in his mind to undertake as a vrata/ 
Devala 206 also says ‘without taking food (the previous night), 
after taking a bath and having performed acamana (ceremonial 
sipping of water) and after having declared before the Sun and 
other devata^ (his intent) a person should perform a vrata*. The 
Varahapurana 20^ sets out the formula of sankalpa ‘after passing 
the 11th tithi without any food, I shall partake of food the next 
day, O lotus-eyed one (Visnu), O Acyuta, be thou my refuge*. 
The sankalpa is to be generally made in the case of a fast^^ or 
vrata in the morning; the first fifth part of a day comprising 
three ghatikas is called morning. Even when a tithi does not 
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begin in the morning (but begins in the afternoon) the sahkalpa 
has to he made in the morning provided a vrata is to be perform* 
ed on that tithi though it be viddha. If no sahkalpa is made 
the person secures very little benefit from the vrata ^ and half 
the merit is lost. 

It is now time to turn to individual vratas on the several 
tithis. First comes the pratipad-vrata. 

It will be shown in the next section how in ancient and 
medieval times the month in which the year began was 
different at different times and in different countries. We shall 
begin with the pratipad of the month of Caitra, shall take the 
month as ending with amavasya (amanta) and set out from 
Caitra the important vratas and festivals in each month and the 
tithis therein, and the rest will be entered in the list of vratas 
appended to this section on vratas. 

In those parts of India (such as the Deccan) where the year 
begins with Caitra, the first tithi is observed with some pomp 
and religious ceremony. Most of the medieval digests such as 
Kalpataru (Naiyatakala pp. 377-382), Hemadri (on vrata vol. I. 
pp. 360-365), Krtyaratnakara (pp. 103-110), Vrataraja (pp. 49-53) 
quote from the Brahmapurana the rites of the beginning of the 
year on the first tithi of Caitra bright half. That Purana^^® 
states that Brahma created the world on the first day of the 
bright half of Caitra at sunrise, and started the reckoning of 
time. On that tithi a mahasanti (propitiatory rite) destroying 
all untoward occurrences and sins should be offered and first 
Brahma should be worshipped with the well-known upacaras and 
then the other gods with mantras preceded by om and the word 
namah {om namo Brahmarte tuhhyam)^ to all divisions of time 
from the minutest to yugas and to daughters of Daksa and 
lastly to Visnu, then honour brahmanas with food and fees, give 
presents to relatives and servants, homa should be offered to 
Agni called Yavistha, special food should be prepared and a 
great festival should be celebrated. The Bhavisyapurana says 
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that since it was declared by Brahma to be the best among tithis 
and thus placed in the first place it is called Pratipad. On Caitra 
pratipad there is worship of the lord of the year, Tiz. the lord of 
the week-day 211 on which pratipad falls, arches and banners 
should be raised by each householder, one should anoint one’s 
body with oil and have a bath, one should eat leaves of the 
nimha tree (that are bitter) and should hear from the reciter of 
the calendar the name of the year (saka or sarhvat), its lord 
and the deities that would be the ministers for the year, the 
governing deities of all corns and fluids &:c. Even in these 
days priests go about in the Deccan to the houses of their 
patrons and read from the pancahga (almanac) the details about 
the lord of the year &c. set out above, people raise a pole with silk 
cloth at top covered with a silver or brass pot, offer worship to 
the pole with sandalwood paste, flowers &c. and eat nimba 
leaves. This latter is done even in Saurastra, though the 
people employ samvat reckoning. 

The rule is that the pratipad to be celebrated is that which 
exists at the time of sunrise. If pratipad exists at sunrise on two 
days, then the earlier of the two is to be chosen or if there be no 
pratipad at sunrise on any day then the one which is purva- 
viddha should be chosen. For example, if there is amavasya for 
four ghatikas after sunrise, then there is pratipad for 56 ghatikas 
and one ghatika more on the next day, then the pratipad though 
affected by amavasya will have to be chosen for the beginning 
of the year and not the pratipad intermixed with second tithi 
the next day. If Caitra be an intercalary month then 2 ^ the 
opinion of many writers is that the pratipad of the intercalary 
month should be held to be the beginning of the year* The 
Samayamayukha holds that when Caitra is an intercalary month 
the year and spring commence with it, but the ceremonial bath 
with oil and listening to the recital of the ^aka year should 
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be done in the pure month. The^^^ Dharmasindhu makes a 
difference by saying that the ceremonial bath with oil 
should be taken on the occasion of the commencement of 
the new year and repeating the name of the new year 
should be done on the first day of the intercalary month, 
but the raising of the pole, eating of nimba leaves, listen¬ 
ing to the recital of the almanac should be done in the pure 
month. In popular belief caitra-suddhapratipad is one of the 3| 
most important muhurtas (auspicious days) of the year. The 
Samrajya-laksmipithika (pp. 128-133) gives a very elaborate 
description of the great festival on caitrarsuddha first performed 
by a king or a chieftain or a zamindar owning several villages. 

The next important tithi in Caitra is the 9th in the 
bright half on which is observed the Ramanavamivrata and the 
celebration of the birth of Rama, 7th avatara of Visnu. The 
principal works on which reliance is placed in Hemadri (on 
vrata voL I. pp. 941-946), V. K. K. (pp. 523-529), Tithitattva 
(pp. 59“-62), Nirnayasindhu (pp. 83-86) and other digests are the 
Agastya-samhita and Ramarcanacandrika of Anandavanayati, 
pupil of Mukundavanayati. It is somewhat remarkable that the 
Krtyakalpataru on vrata does not deal with this. The Rama 
cult appears to have become popular later than the Krsna 
(nilt. Though the Amarakosa gives Visnu, Narayana, Krsna, 
V^udeva, Devakinandana and Damodara as synonyms, it does 
not mention Rama (Dasarathi), but mentions Rama only as a 
synonym of Haladhara. Here only a brief treatment of Rama- 
navami can be attempted. The Ramarcanacandrika and Vratarka 
(folio 173a) expressly provide that all persons including even 
candalas can observe Ramanavamivrata (they have adhikara). 

It is stated in the Agastyasamhita that Rama was born 
at noon on the 9th of the bright half of Caitra, when Punarvasu 
asterism was occupied by the Moon and both the Moon and 
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Jupiter were in conjunction and when five planets were in 
their ricca (exaltation), when the zodiacal sign rising on the 
eastern horizon was Karkataka (Cancer), and when the Sun was 
in the sign of Mesa (Aries). The Kalanirnaya of Madhava (pp. 229- 
230) lays down the following. When navami is spread over two 
days, then, if there is navami at noon only on the earlier of the 
two days, the vrata should be performed on that day. If there 
is navami at noon on both days, or if there is no navami at noon 
on any day, then the vrata should be performed on navami 
mixed with dasami (and not on navami mixed with astaml).^ 
If the 9th tithi is conjoined to Punarvasu asterism that day, 
that tithi is most holy. Even when there is conjunction of 
astami, navami and Punarvasu, still the vrata should be on the 
next day (i. e. on navami with dasami). There are further 
minute rules and differences on this which are passed over here. 

It is stated that the Ramanavamlvrata is nitya (obligatory) 
for all, while others say that it is obligatory only for devotees of 
Rama and kamya (optional) for those that desire special rewards 
(such as removal of sin, mukti or release from samsara). The 
Agastya-saihhita^i^ remarks ‘This (vrata) is a course prescribed 
for all and it is the sole means of worldly happiness and muktu 
Even a person who is impure or very sinful, having performed 
this best of vratas, is honoured by all and he becomes as if he 
were Rama himself. That wretched man who eats food on Rama- 
navami suffers torments in the terrible hells called Kumbhipaka. 
If a man fasts on a single Ramanavami all his objects are fulfilled 
and he is released from all sins’. The Agastyasamhita further 
prescribes ‘ on that day (on which Rama was born) vrata in the 
form of a fast should always be performed and on that day the 
devotee intent on Rama worship should keep awake at night, 
sitting on the ground’. The use of the word ‘sada’ (always) 
shows that the vrata is obligatory. Others say that the texts 
promise such rewards as removal of sin and therefore it is 
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kamya. The conclusion of many works (like the Nirnayasindhu 
and the Tithitattva) is that this vrata is both kamya and nitya 
according to the Mimamsa maxim of ‘ sarhyogaprthaktva ’ 

(Jai. IV. 3. 5-7). In the section on‘Agnihotra* the Veda says 
‘ he makes an offering of curds in the fire *; there is another 
sentence in the same, viz. ‘ one who desires bodily vigour should 
make an offering of curds in the fire*. The meaning is that 
curds being separately mentioned in two different sentences 
which are both independent, homa with dadhi is both nitya 
and kamya. 

The procedure of Ramanavamivrata as set out in H. V. I. 
pp. 941-946. N. S. pp. 83-86, T. T. pp. 59-62, K. T. V. pp, 96-98, 
Vrataraja pp. 319-329, Vratarka (folios 172-182), may be 
briefly described as follows:—The devotee should take a bath 
on the 8th tithi in the bright half of Caitra, perform his 
sandhya prayer and should invite a brahmana learned in the 
Veda and sastras and devoted to Rama worship and knowing the 
procedure of Rama mantras, should honour him and make a 
request ‘ I shall make a gift of the image of Rama ’. Then he 
should give oil to the brahmana for anointing his body, make 
him bathe, make him wear white garments and flowers, should 
offer him a dinner containing sMtviha food and should himself 
partake of the same food and constantly think of Rtoia. On 
that day he and the acdrya honoured by him should go without 
food at night, should listen to the stories of Rama the whole day 
and should himself sleep and make the acarya sleep on the 
ground (not on a cot). The next morning he should get up, 
bathe, perform his sandhya^ should construct a brilliant mandapa 
with four doors and decked with arches, banners and flowers. 
The eastern door should be decked with conch, wheel and (an 
image of) Garuda, bow and arrows, the western one with mace, 
sword and armlets and the north with lotuses, svastika signs and 
blue stones and prepare a raised altar four cubits (in the 
mandapa) and should provide holy songs, music and dance 
therein. He should have benedictions from brahmaneis. Then 
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he should make a sahkalpa ‘On the RsmanavamI I shall observe 
a fast for the whole day and being intent on worshipping Rama 
shall make a golden image of Rama and shall donate it for 
pleasing Rama’ and then say ‘ may Rama remove my numerous 
heavy sins’. The image of Rama should be placed on a pedestal, 
have two hands and JanakI should be seated on the left thigh of 
(Rama) image, which*should be bathed with pancamrta,'^ then 
mulamantra^'^ should be recited and the usual rzyasas should be 
made. The festival or puja is performed in the noon. Then at 
night he should keep awake and listen to the divine stories about 
Rama and be surrounded by devotees of Rsma, should sing 
hymns about Rama. Then the next morning he should bathe, 
perform sandhya, should worship the image of Rama with sixteen 
upacaras employing the 16 verses of Rg. X. 90 and with 
Pauranika verses, also perform the worship of the several limbs 
of the image (SrI-Ramabhadraya namah padau pujayami and so 
on), offer homa on the altar or in a kunda with the mulamantra 
and then in the ordinary fire offer 108 oblations of clarified butter 
or payasa (rice cooked in milk with sugar), then he should honour 
the acarya with gifts of ear-rings, finger rings, flowers, clothes &c. 
and should recite the following mantra * O Rama 1 I shall today 
donate this golden image of yours decked with ornaments and 
clothes for securing your favour; may Rama favour me He 
should give daksina (fee) to the acarya and to other brahmapas 
gold, cow, a pair of clothes, corn, according to his ability and 
then have dinner along with the brahmapas. By doing so he 
becomes free from even mortal sins like brahmana-murder. 
There is no need to say more. The man who performs this vrata 
has mukti in his hand (as it were) and he acquires the same 
merit that one secures by the dana called Tulapurusa^ in 


218. Images of gods are bathed with i. e. milk, curds, clarihed 

butter, honey and sugar. 

219. Nyasa is mystical sanctification of the several limbs of the body 

with Vedic mantras {such as the 16 verses of Rgveda X. 90) or other 
mantras. Vide H. of Dh. vol. II. pp. 319-320. 739 and 900 The 
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Kuruksetra on a solar eclipse. Hemadri is comparatively brief, 
but the Tithitattva (pp. 61--62), Nirpayasindhu (p. 85), Vratarka 
add further details from Agastyasarhhita. They say that images 
of Bharata and Satrughna (by the side of Eama image) and of 
Laksmana with a bow in his hand and of Dasaratha (to the right) 
and of Kausalya should also be made and worshipped with 
appropriate Pauranika mantras (the one for Kausalya is quoted 
in the note)^^!. The Ramarcanaoandrika adds further details 
about the worship of ten and five avaranas to which even the 
Nirnayasindhu refers by name alone. 

Ramanavami is not to be celebrated in the intercalary 
Caitra month (malamasa). The same rule applies to JanmastamI 
and other vratas. 

In modern times not many people observe a fast on Rtoa- 
navami and hardly one performs homa or donates images, but 
the birth of Rama is celebrated in Rama temples by many at 
noon with great ceremony. A Haridosa treats a gathering of 
men and women assembled in the temple to a kirtan with music 
and bhajan on the birth of Rama. At the end there is distribu¬ 
tion of sweets or ‘Suntbavada’ (dried ginger with sugar or 
jaggery) in the Deccan. In some places such as Nasik, Tirupati, 
Ayodhya and Rtoesvara this festival is performed with great 
pomp and thousands of people attend at these holy places. There 
is no holy name other than that of Rama so constantly on 
Hindu lips even in these days. 

The important tithi in Vaisakha is the third of the bright 
half. It is called Aksayya-trtiya. The earliest reference to it is 
probably in the Visnu-dharmasutra where it is said that one 
should fast on this tithi, worship V^deva with whole grains 
of rice, should offer them into fire and donate them; thereby 
one becomes purified from all sins; whatever a man donates on 
that day becomes inexhaustible. The MatsyapurSna (chap. 65, 
verses l-“7), Naradlya I. 112.10 ff treat of this. The former states 
that whatever is donated or sacrificed or muttered on this tithi 
becomes inexhaustible (in reward), that a fast thereon yields 
inexhaustible results, that if this trtiya has Krttika asterism 
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then it is specially commended. The Bhavisyottara-purana^^ 
(chap. 30. 1-19) deals at some length with it. It says: * this tithi 
is one of the Yugadi tithis because the Krta age began on it; 
whatever is done on it, such as bath, gifts, muttering of sacred 
texts (yapa), offerings into fire, Veda study, satiating deceased 
ancestors (with water)—all that becomes inexhaustible*. It 
provides that gifts of jars of water and of umbrellas and of 
footwear should be made (to brahmanas) on this day and that 
what is sacrificed or donated on this day never comes to an end 
and therefore this tithi is called aksaya (inexhaustible) by the 
sages. V. Dh. also refers to it The Lar plates of Govinda- 
candra of Kanauj recite that the king after bathing in the 
Ganges on the occasion of the Aksayya-trtiya festival on 
Monday in samvat 1202 (i. e. 15th April 1146 A. D.) made the 
grant of a village to one Srldhara Thakkura (E. I. voL VII p. 98). 
The third is to be taken for these religious rites when it exists 
in the forenoon; but if it exists in the forenoon on two days 
the one that exists on the later day should be chosen for vrata. 
Vide Hemadri on Kala p. 618 and on vrata vol I. pp. 500-502, 
Vrataraja pp. 93-96, Sm. K. p. 109 for further details. It is 
provided in the Purapas that sraddha performed on the tithi* 
called Yugadi gives inexhaustible gratification to the pitrs. But 
no pindas (rice-balls) are to be offered in Yugadi-sraddha. 
Aksayyatrtiya is one of the 3i days popularly believed to be 
most auspicious in the year (it is itself 4 ). 

On the third of Vaisakha bright half is celebrated 
‘ParasuramajayantiIt is to be celebrated in the first prahara 
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(watch) of the night (‘suryastottarain trimuhurtah pradosah’ 
Dharmasindhu p. 9). It is stated in the Skanda^^^ and Bhavisya 
puranas that Visnu was born from Eenuka on the third of the 
bright half of Vaisakha when the naksatra was Punarvasu and 
in the first watch of the night and when six planets were ucca 
(in exaltation) and Rahu was in the zodiacal sign Mithuna 
(Gemini). The image of Parasurama is to be worshipped and 
arghija is to be offered to it with the mantra quoted below.^^e if 
the third tithi is suddha (i. e. not mixed with another tithi) the 
vrata (i. e. fast) is to be performed that day; but if on two days 
there is third tithi in the evening first watch even partially, then 
the later one is to be the day of the fast; otherwise (if the third 
is viddhn, but does not extend up to the first watch of the night) 
the fast should be observed on the first of the two days. There 
are some temples erected in honour of Parasurama, particularly in 
the Konkapa such as the one near Chiplun in which Parasurama- 
Jay anti is celebrated with great ceremony. Vide N. S. p. 95, 
Sm. K p. 112, P. C. 89 for further details. H. V. I. p. 117 gives 
directions as to the image or painting of Parasurama. But 
Parasurama-jayanti is not observed in several parts of India 
(such as Saurastra), though observed in South India. 

In the month of Jyestha there is a vrata called Dasahara on 
the 10th tithi of the bright half. The Brahmapurana (63.15) 
states that the 10th of Jyestha bright half is called Dasahara, 
because it destroys ten sins 2 ^^. Ten sins (divided into three 
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classes, of the body, of speech and of the mind) are enumerated 
in Manu XII. 5-7.228 The Rajamartanda (verses 1397-1405) 
speaks of this vrata. The N. S. (p. 98) and some other digests 
put forward another basis, viz. 2^9 Jyestha su. 10 on Tuesday 
(acc. to Varaha) or Wednesday (acc. to Skanda), on Hasta- 
naksatra, Vyatipata, Gara {karana), Ananda-yoga, the moon 
and sun being in Virgo and Taurus respectively—^when all these 
concur or when most of them concur, a person should bathe in 
the Ganges and then become free from all sins. Wednesday and 
Hasta constitute Anandayoga. It was supposed that the Ganges 
came to the earth on this tithi, on Tuesday and on Hasta 
asterism and therefore originally it appears to have been a vrata 
of a bath in the Ganges at Dasasvamedha, of worship and gifts. 
Then it was extended to a bath in any big river and offering of 
arghya, sesame and water. Vide Kasikhanda, Tristhali-setu, K.T; 
431, Vrataraja pp. 352-355, P. C. pp. 144-145 for further details. 
At present in towns and villages on the big rivers such as Krsna, 
Godavari, Narmada and the Ganges, a festival of the Ganges 
is celebrated. At such places as Banaras, Prayaga, Haridvara, 
Nasik the utsava is celebrated on a large scale. If there be an 
intercalary Jyestha, this vrata was to be performed in that 
month. 

On the Pull moon day of Jyestha women whose husbands 
are living perform even now in many parts of India the Savitrl- 
vrata or Vatasavitrlvrata. The story of Savitri whose memory 
has been cherished for ages by all Indian women as an ideal of a 
palivrata^ of wifely devotion to the husband unto death (and 
even thereafter) is very popular and is described at great length 
in the Mahabharata (Vanaparva chap. 293-299) and in the 
Puranas (such as in Matsya, chap. 208-214, Skandapurana, 
Prabhasakhanda chap. 166, Visnudharmottara, 11 chap. 36-41). It 


228. Vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. p. 173 for the ten sins from Mann. The 
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is narrated^*? that she married Satyavat whose death at the end of 
one year was predicted by the sage Narada and that three days 
before the time indicated by Karada she undertook a fast, 
accompanied her husband into the forest where he had gone to 
collect firewood, flowers and fruits as his blind father had lost his 
kingdom and that she had an argument with Yama the God of 
Death, who became so pleased with her that he gave her several 
boons and ultimately her husband that had died as predicted was 
restored to life. The Bhavisyapurana account of the story of 
Savitrl is cited at great length In Krtyaratnakara (pp. 264-278). 
Hemadri (on vrata 11 pp. 258-272) sets out a vrata called 
Brahma-Savitrlvrata from Bhavisyottara which contains the 
story of Savitri as in the Mahabharata and Matsya and also (vol. 
II pp. 272-279) a Vatasavitrivrata from Skanda. But the first 
was performed for three days from the I3th tithi to Full Moon in 
Bhadrapada month and not in Jyestha, while the 2nd was to be 
performed on Jyestha Full Moon by a woman whose husband was 
living or even by a sonless widow. This last is called Maha- 
savitrlvrata by the Vratakalaviveka (p. 20 of I. H. Q. vol. 17 
No, 4 supplement). 

The Nirnayasindhu refers to the vrata in Bhadrapada 
mentioned by Hemadri and remarks that it was not in vogue 
in its day. The Vrataprakasa describes (folios 169-170) the 
Brahmasavitrivrata. 

But the Vatasavitrlvrata that is now in vogue must also 
have been performed long before the 10th century A. D. The 
Agnipurana (194. 5-8) briefly describes ^32 a vrata that in 
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essentials is the same as the modern Vatasavitrlvrata. The 
Eajamartanda says * on the 14 th ^33 of the bright half of Jyestha 
women full of faith perform the Savitrivrata for being free from 
widowhood *. This is followed by people in the Deccan. The 
IS'irnayamrta following the Bhavisya held that this vrata was to 
be performed on Amavasya, while the Krtyatattva (p. 430 ), and 
T. T. p. 121 say that Savitrivrata is to be observed on dark 14th 
after the Full Moon of Jyestha. 

If the Paurnima is spread over two days, then the vrata is 
to be performed on Caturdasi (14th tithi) mixed up with 
Paurnima. The three days for which the vrata is to last may 
have to be begun on the 12th or 13th. But if caturdasi is of the 
extent of 18 ghatikas and then Paurnima supervenes, then 
caturdasi is to be given up (K. N. p. 301). 

The worship of the Vata tree comes in probably because 
Satyavat when the moment of death approached took shelter 
under the shade of the Vata tree and supported himself by a 
branch of it and spoke in a choked voice to Savitri that he had 
pain in the head. ^ The procedure of this vrata as set out in 
the Vratarka (folios 312-320) and other late medieval works is 
briefly as follows:—The woman should make a sahkalpa in the 
form ‘ I shall perform Savitrivrata for securing long life and 
health to my husband and my sons and for securing freedom 
from widowhood in this and subsequent lives ’. She should then 
sprinkle water at the root of the Vata tree and surround it with 
cotton threads and should perform its worship with the upaclras 
and then olfer worship to Savitri (with image or mentally) from 
her feet upwards and pray to her to bestow on her beauty, good 
name, prosperity, and freedom from widowhood. Then she should 
worship Yama and Narada and give presents (ra?/a«a) to the 
priest and break her fast next day. In Bengal the mode of 
performing Savitri-vrata is different from the above. In Bengal 
there is no Vatasav^itrivrata, but there is Savitricaturdasi on the 
14th of the dark half of Jyestha to secure blessed wifehood in 
later lives. It is continued for 14 years. 


folio 81 a, verse 1394 q. by ^ ^ p. 192, ffe. p- 260, 
ftRpm P* 121 { quotes with variations ). Vide ABORI. vol. 36 p. 335 
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If a woman was unable to fast for three days, she was 
allowed to haveriaAr^a on the 13th, to eat on the 14th whatever 
came to her without her asking for it and fast on the ISth.^^^ 

In JAOS- vol. 21 part 2 pp. 53-^6 Allen has compared the 
Savitrivrata as described in the Mahabharata and the puranas 
and in Hemadri and Vratarka. 

I have not generally tried to speculate about the remote 
origins, if any, of even the most important vratas. But some 
scholars endowed with a lively imagination and imbued with the 
theories underlying Frazer s ‘ Golden Bough ’ have tried their 
hands at the origins of some vratas. The late Mr. B. A. Gupte 
endeavoured to explain ‘the symbolism of the Savitrivrata’ in 
I. A. vol. 35 (for 1906) pp. 116-119. He bases his article on the 
forty figures that his wife drew with sandalwood paste in 
celebrating the Savitrl-vrata. He holds that the story of Savitrl 
is based on a Nature Myth and that the first impression produced 
on him by the pictures drawn by his wife is that it is a marriage 
scene. What mainly vitiates all his imaginative explanations 
is that the Savitrl-vrata is not mentioned anywhere in any work 
that can be said to be even two thousand years old and that he 
thinks his wife’s figures or pictures represent the general way of 
celebrating that vrata in the whole of India throughout the 
centuries. The Savitrivrata is observed throughout India, but I 
have not been able to find that women all over India depict the 
scene as was done by Mr. Gupte’s wife (who probably was a well- 
educated lady and had an artistic training in some big city and 
turned her skill to lend charm and picturesqueness to that vrata, 
by adding her own artistic ideas to those of millions of unedu¬ 
cated simple women in small towns and villages). 
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EKADASl 

The most important tithi in the month of Asadha is 
EkadasL A voluminous literature has grown round Ekadasi in 
the Puranas and medieval digests. There are separate treatises 
on Ekadasi written by medieval writers, such as the Ekadasi- 
viveka of Sulapani and the Ekadasitattva of Raghunandana* 
Besides, such medieval digests as Kalaviveka (pp. 435-*45l), 
Hemadri on Kala pp. 145-288, Kalanirnaya of Madhava (pp. 
233-275), Vrataraja pp. 361-475, Kala-tattvavivecana (pp. 98-172) 
devote hundreds of pages to discussions on Ekadasi. Endeavour 
would be made to write about most of the numerous matters 
relating to Ekadasi, but everything would have to be compressed 
in as small a space as possible. 

If one were to examine the numerous passages of the 
Puranas and the like one would notice that some simply prohibit 
the partaking of food (on Ekadasi), while others lay down the 
observance of Ekadasivrata. A few specimens of the first kind 
may be cited. The Naradiya states “ all sins whatever and sins 
equal to brahmana-murder take resort to food on the day of Hari; 
one who partakes of food on Ekadasi incurs those sins; the Puranas 
again and again loudly proclaim ‘ one should not eat food, one 
should not eat food, when the day of Hari comes In this case 
the observance of Ekadasi consists in simply not eating for the 
whole day anything that is cooked. Those passages -which 
contain the word vrala are not to be looked upon as merely 
prohibiting (the eating of food) but are to be construed as 
prescribing something positive as in the case of Prajapativrata 
‘one should not see the rising sun’, which is interpreted by 
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Jaimini IV. 1. 3.-6 and VI. 2. 20. Vide n. 42 above. For 
example, it is said by the Matsya and Bhavisya ‘ When a man 
fasts on the 11th and partakes of food on the 12th, whether in the 
bright or dark half, that is a great vrata in honour ofVisnu*. 
Those passages that contain the word ‘ upavasa ’ and those that 
prescribe rewards (of observing ekadasi) must be construed 
as laying down the observance of a vrata and not as merely 
prohibiting anything. Those passages also which condemn 
eating food on ekadasi may be construed as merely intended to 
commend the vrata and not to contain a prohibition, following 
the Mlmarhsa^ maxim ‘condemnation is not indulged in 
(merely) for the sake of condemnation of that which is condemned, 
but for the purpose of commending the performance of the 
opposite of what is censured’. The passages that lay down a 
vrata are again two-fold, viz. those that make the observance of 
Ekadasi obligatory (nitijaf^ and those that lay down the observ¬ 
ance for securing some desired object (kamija). Narada lays 
down an obligatory rule ‘ men who are devoted to Visnu and who 
look upon Visnu as their highest goal should always fast on 
ekadasi in each paksa (fortnight)’. A passage laying down a 
kamya-vidhi about Ekadasi is contained in^^^ Katyayana‘a 
person who looks on Visnu as highest goal and who desires to 
cross the ocean of safnsara or to secure prosperity, offspring, 
heaven, moksa or whatever else, should not partake of food on 
ekadasi in both fortnights.’ The result is that ekadasi is both 
nitya and ktoya and the maxim of safnyoga-prthaktva cited above 
(p. 86) under Eamanavami applies. Ekadaslvrata on the ekadasis 
of both fortnights is nitya only for persons other than house¬ 
holders; the vrata is obligatory for householders (grhastha) only 
on the ekadasi of the bright half, but not on the ekadasi of the 
dark half, since Devala says ‘one should not eat (cooked) 
food on ekadasi in both paA:sas (fortnights); this is the rule of 
conduct for forest hermits and ascetics, but a householder should 
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always observe only the Ekadasi of the bright halfThere are 
conflicting texts on this subject. The Padma says^^^ ‘a house¬ 
holder should observe a fast on only the dark ekadasis between 
SayanI (Ssadha su. 11) and Bodhini (Kartika su. 11) and on no 
other ekadasi of the dark half’. There is a precept of Narada^^^ 
‘ a householder having a son should not observe a fast on a 
Sahkranti day, on the day of ekadasi in the dark half and on 
eclipses of the sun and the moon The best construction of these 
passages appears to be that a fast only on the ekadasi of the 
bright half is obligatory for a householder, but he may observe 
(Kamyavrata) a fast on the ekadasis occurring in the dark half 
between Sayani and Bodhini, but if he has a son he should not 
observe a fast even on those ekadasis that occur between Sayani 
and Bodhini. A widow is to be treated on the same level as 
a yati and a woman whose husband is living should fast only on 
the ekadasi of the bright half. It has to be further noted that 
these restrictions do not apply to professed devotees of Visnu 
(technically called Vaisnava). To them the verse quoted in 
note 238 above applies and they have to observe a fast on all 
ekadasis. Hemadri (on vrata vol. I. p. 999) held the view that 
all persons have adhikara for fasting on ekadasis in both paksas. 

On pp. 43-45 above the exaggerated importance attached to 
vratas in general has already been dealt with. Upavasa as a 
proyascitta (expiation for sins) has been described in vol. IV. 
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pp. 52-54. Extremely exaggerated praise of the efficacy of 
fasting on Ekadasi has been indulged in by many Puranas 
and digests. In the Narada-purana there is a long passage on 
the greatness (mahatmya) of Ekadasi (quoted in Hemadri on 
Kala p. 146 and Kalanirnaya pp.' 273-274). A few of the verses 
may be cited here; ‘ by the fire arising from (the observance of) 
ekadasi, fuel in the form of sins committed in hundreds of past 
lives is reduced to ashes. Thousands of Asvamedha sacrifices 
and hundreds of Vajapeya sacrifices do not reach even up to the 
16th part (of the merit) of the fast on ekadasi. This ekadasi 
bestows heaven and moksa, confers a kingdom and sons (on a 
man) and a good spouse and the health of the body. The Ganges, 
Gaya, KasI, Puskara, Kuruksetra, the Narmada, the Devika, the 
Yamuna, the Candrabbaga are none of them equal to the day of 
Hari ’. Similar verses occur in the Padmapurana.^^^ The Anu- 
sasanaparva^^ pronounces on Upavasa an exaggerated eulogy. 
The Padma declares ‘ on hearing the word ekadasi, the mes¬ 
sengers of Yama become afraid; having fasted on ekadasi which 
is the best among all vratas, one should keep awake (in the night) 
for propitiating Visnu and should sumptuously decorate (the 
temple or mandapa of) Visnu. The man who worships Hari with 
basil leaves secures by each single leaf the reward of a crore of 
sacrifices The Varahapurana (chap. 30) declares that Brahma 
gave Ekadasi to Kubera (the lord of wealth) and that to the person 
who controls himself, who is pure and eats only what is not 
cooked by fire, Kubera, being pleased, gives everything. The 
Padma narrates the story of a woman, who was always quarrel¬ 
some and who thought of her lover, was therefore censured by 
her husband and beaten, and who in anger went without food 
and died at night and who on account of her fast (not under- 

nm ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ ii 
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taken cheerfully and willingly, but out of anger) became pure. 
The Garudapurana declares (if one places) on one side (in one 
pan) the gift of the whole world and on the other side (in 
another pan) the day of Hari, this ekadasi is more holy and 
superior. The ekadasi in Asadha sukla is called maha-ekadasi 
and also Sayanl. 

General rules about those who have the adhikara to under¬ 
take vratas have already been dealt with above. But some rules 
meant specially for the observers of ekadasi will be set out here. 
Narada^^^^ provides ‘A human being who is more than eight 
years old and is less than eighty years in age incurs sin if he 
eats food on ekadasi through foolishness.’ Katyayana has a 
similar verse. These two establish that every human being of 
whatever caste or asranid can obseiwe ekadasi provided he fulfils 
the conditions as to age laid down in the verses. 

Knowing the weakness of human beings, sages relaxed the 
rule of an absolute fast on ekadasi. The Naradapurana^si says 
* roots, fruits, milk and water may be partaken of (on ekadasi) 
by great sages, but no sages have said that on ekadasi cooked food 
may be taken’. The Vayupurana252 provided ‘partaking of 
havisya food at night, food other than boiled rice, fruits, sesame, 
milk, water, ghee, panca-gavya, air—each succeeding one is here 
(i. e. in ekadasi) more commendable (than each preceding one ) . 
Baudhayana^^ declares that those who are unable to observe a 

I. 127. 12. 
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complete fast (on ekadasi) or who are over 80 years of age should 
resort to ekabhakta and the other (alternatives). The Matsya 
provides that those who are unable to fast (on ek dasi) 
should prefer to take food by the nakta method and if 
a person is ill, he should make his son and others to undertake 
the fast (on his behalf). Who can act as pratmidhis in the case of 
a vrata has already been described above ( pp. 53“-54)» 

It is said by Markandeya^^^ that one may observe the 
methods of ekabhakta, nakta, ayacita, complete fast and dana, 
but should not deprive oneself of the benefits of the observance 
of dvcidasi (with ekadasi). Here certain alternatives are allowed 
in place of an absolute fast and they have to be explained. 
But before doing so, attention has to be drawn to the rule 
propounded by Manu^^ viz. if a person, being master of (i. e. 
quite able to carry out) the main provisions for a rite, resorts to 
alternatives provided (by texts) he would not, foolish as he is, 
secure the otherworldly rewards (of that rite). Therefore, 
ekabhakta, nakta and ayacita are to be employed only if one is 
unable to observe a strict fast. Ekabhakta means eating only 
once a day after the middle of the day. Madhyahna means the 
3rd part of the day divided into five parts (i. e. from the 13th 
ghatl after sunrise up to the 18th of a day of 30 ghatis). Hemadri 
(on kala p. 109) holds that madhyahna is the middle part of the 
day divided into three parts and according to him the proper 
time for ekabhakta is the time immediately after midday, since 
the Skanda employs the words ‘ after the middle of the day is 
passed* (dinardhasamayestite),257 while the gauna-kala is up to 
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sunset. Works like the Nirnayamrta, Smrtikaustubha (pp. 9-10) 
approve of the division into five parts, and hold that ekabhakta 
means taking food at sometime between the 13th and 18th ghatl 
of the day (of 30 ghatis).^ When ekabhakta is merely an 
alternative to strict upavasa on ekadasi, food must be taken on 
the tithi on which the fast would have been observed if the 
performer were able to undergo it. The same^^’ rule applies to 
mkta as a substitute for upavasa. 

Ekabhakta is also a vrata independently performed (without 
reference to ekadasi). The Anusasanaparva (chap. 106 verses 
17-30) declares the rewards secured by observing ekabhakta in 
each month from Margasirsa to Kartika and Anusasanaparva 
(chap. 107. 13-126) dilates upon the fruits of observing ekabhakta 
on each of the thirty days of a month. The Krtyakalpatani on 
vrata (pp. 457-468) sets out practically the whole of Anusasana¬ 
parva chap. 107 (which the editor appears not to have noticed) 
and Hemadri on vrata vol. 11. pp. 930-931 does the same. The 
Krtyakalpatani (on vrata pp. 419-421), the Krtyaratnakara 
(pp. 406-7 and later on) and Hemadri on vrata (vol. H pp. 748-798) 
quote Anusasana 106.17-30 about ekabhakta in different months 
at different places. 

Nakta —Two verses about nakta occurring in the Lihga, 
Narada*^ and other puranas are: alms collected by begging are 
superior to fasting, food obtained without requesting anyone for 
it (i. e. ayacita) is superior to alms, nakta is superior to ayacita, 
therefore one should subsist by nakta method; eating havisya 
food, bath, truthfulness, small intake of food, offering oblations 
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into fire, and sleeping on the ground, these six should always be 
observed by one who takes a meal only at nakta. There is 
divergence of views about the time that should be called nakta. 
Hemadri^^^ (on Kala pp. 112-115) discusses at length what is 
nakta^ala. The first rule is that in a naktavrata the tithi (if 
viddha) to be accepted is the one that exists at the time of 
pradosa. Pradosa is the period of six ghatikas after sunset (acc. 
to Skandapurana), while Visvadarsa holds that it is a period of 
three ghatikas after sunset. P. C. (p. 46) explains the latter 
quotation as meaning that three ghatikas after sunset is com¬ 
mended as the most proper time of pradosa. The Bhavisya- 
purana states some men desire that nakta should be the time 
when the stars begin to appear, some wise men say that nakta is 
the time when only one muhurta (two ghatikas) of the day 
remains, while I hold that nakta is the time when the stars begin 
to appear. From this it appears that the proper time (niukhya 
kala) for nakta is after the stars are seen, other times being 
gauna. Nakta has two meanings, one primary viz. period of 
time and the other figurative or secondary viz. taking food at 
nakta time. 

There is a special naktavrata apart from upavasa. Vide list 
for a brief description. 

Ayacita means ‘ subsisting on food not obtained by 
begging or requesting any one’. The sahkalpa in this is 

* during this day and night I shall not eat food obtained by 
begging or requesting any one’. No particular time can be 
specified about ayacitavrata, since food may be brought by some 
one at any time. But when such food is brought he has to 
partake of it only once. In the word ‘ ayacita ’ not only^^^ jg |;here 
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a prohibition against begging for food belonging to another, but 
one is prohibited from requesting his wife or servant to serve 
food belonging to himself. Therefore, if a man’s wife or servant 
without being directed by him bring cooked food to him he may 
partake of it, but not otherwise. 

These terms ekabhakla, nakta, ayacita were used in ancient 
times in connection with prayascittas like Krcchra and were 
taken over into the lore of fasts when the latter became common 
in the times of the Puranas. Vide Ap. Dh. S. I 9. 27. 7, Gaut. 
26. 1~5, Yaj. IIL 318 and H. of Dh. vol. IV. p. 132 under Krcchra. 

Padma (Uttarakhanda, chap. 36) gives a fanciful story of the 
birth of ekadasi. 

Leaving aside the exaggerations and bizzare statements of 
some of the Puranas the underlying conception of a fast on 
ekadasi is spiritual; it is a discipline of the mind, the idea 
being that fasting undertaken cheerfully purges man’s spirit 
of the lower animal passions and brings him to a mental 
level at which he becomes fit to receive God’s grace. The 
Bhagavadgita emphasizes that in the case of a man who takes 
no food the objects of sense may leave him for the time being but 
that the relish for those still remains and vanishes only when he 
has a vision of the Highest. The Br. Up. states that 
* brahmanas desire to know that Great Soul by the study of the 
Veda, by sacrifices, by gifts and by austerities consisting of 
abstention from food *. This idea of the efficacy of fasting under¬ 
taken cheerfully is common to several religions. For example, 
Matthew VI. 16-18 says ‘ Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the 

hypocrites, of a sad countenance .but thou, when thou fastest, 

anoint thine head and wash thy face, that thou appear not unto 
men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly 

The fast on ekadasi is of two kinds; one^^ consists in carry¬ 
ing out (or adhering to) the prohibition of eating cooked food; 
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the other is of the nature of a vrata. As regards the first all 
persons including householders having a son have adhikara to 
observe it even in the dark half; but as regards the second 
{upavasa of the nature of vrata) householders that have progeny 
should not observe it on the ekadasis of the dark half; they 
should not make a sankalpa, they should simply give up cooked 
food but should observe the nujamas of celibacy and the like. As 
to ekadasis of the dark half between the Sayan! and Bodhini 
even householders with sons have the right to perform the vrata. 
Similarly, those who desire to secure absorption into Visnu, 
long life and sons may perform a kamyavrata on ekadasis of 
both paksas, Vaisnava householders should always fast even on 
ekadasis of the dark half. The ekadasivrata is obligatory on all 
including devotees of Siva, Visnu and the Sun. Upavasa in the 
nature of vrata is again of two kinds, nilya and kdmya. These 
are briefly the rules laid down in the Nirnayasindhu and 
Dharmasindhu (p. 16). The main difference between mere upavasa 
and upavasavrata is that in the former there is no sankalpa that 
the person is undertaking an upavasavrata and he simply 
abstains from taking food because the sastra says that on 
ekadasi one should not eat cooked food, while in the latter there 
is sankalpa and there are also several other matters to be 
observed. 

It would now be proper to give a comparatively early but 
brief description of ekadasivrata. TheNaradapurana (Purvardha 
chap. 23 verses 12 ff.) describes the procedure as follows:—on the 
10 th til hi the man who has to observe the vrata should after 
getting up brush his teeth, take a bath, bathe a Visnu image in 
pancdmrta and offer worship (of several upacaras) to it. On the 
11th, after bathing, he should bathe the image with pancamrta 
and worship Visnu with sandalwood paste, flowers and the like 
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and repeat tlie mantra ‘ after remaining without food on the 
ekadasi I shall, O lotus-eyed one, on the next day partake of 
cooked food; be you, O Acyuta, my refuge’. He should take no 
food, should curb his senses, should lie down in front of the Visnu 
image, keep awake engaged in songs, music and dances relating 
to Visnu and listen to stories about Visnu contained in the 
Puranas. On the 12th tithi, he should after a bath for himself, 
bathe the image with milk and then address the following 
prayer ‘ O Kesava! May you by reason of this vrata favour 
(me) who am blinded by the darkness of ignorance, may you 
turn your benignant face (towards me) and bestow on me the 
sight of knowledge Then he should feed brahmanas and give 
them daksina (gifts or fees) according to his ability. After that 
he should perform his daily five sacrifices (brahmayajiia, 
pitrtarpana, vaisvadeva, bali and atithi-pujana) and should 
himself take his meal along with his relatives and should observe 
restraint of speech when eating. While engaged in the upavasa- 
vrata, a person should never look at candalas, persons guilty of 
grave sins, atheists, those that have violated the rules of proper 
conduct, those who engage in vituperations or back-biting; he 
should not speak with the husband of a vrsali, with one who acts 
as a priest for those who are unfit for performing sacrifices, with 
one who worships images in temples for money, with one who 
subsists by practising the profession of singing or medicine 
(for money), with one who is a bard or one who is opposed 
to gods and brahmanas or those who are fond of eating at 
others’ houses and adulterers. One who is engaged in upavasa- 
vrata should be pure (in body and mind), should control himself 
and should be intent on doing good to all. For the meaning of 
vrsall, vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. p. 104 note 236 and p. 394 note 881. 
Manu III. 152 provides that physicians and priests doing worship 
in temples for money are unfit to be invited at sraddha. 
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It will be noticed that the main matters in the vrata aie 
upavasa, worship of Visnu image, jafjara ^ at night with songs 
and music, parana on 12th and certain restrictions about looking 
at some persons or speaking to them and restraint of the senses. 
The Brahma-vaivarta (IV. 26.1-93) also contains the procedure of 
ekadasi-vrata. It will be noticed that in the procedure of ekadasi 
there is no homa^ though in some other vratas there is a homa. 

Accretions gathered round this simple procedure. It was 
laid down early enough that one engaged in upavasavrata should 
miss four meals in three days, i. e. he should eat only once on 
the 10th in the noon, fast^^^ both times on 11th and on the 12th 
he should miss one meal. The general rule is that the sankalpa 
for vratas is to be made in the morning, but as regards ekadasi- 
vrata exceptions have been made in the digests. For example, 
it is said that the sankalpa about niyatnas is to be made on 
the night of the 10th tithi. If ekadasi is mixed up with 10th, 
then sankalpa about fast is to be made at night if dasami 
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extends beyond midnight and the ek^dasl becomes mixed with 
it, sankalpa is to be made the next day after noon. Hemadri 
(on yrata vol. I. p. 1006) and Kilanirpaya (p. 268) provide that 
the image of Visnu should be worshipped in a mavdapa decorated 
charmingly with flowers of various kinds. It is provided in the 
Skanda^* that when a person breaks his fast on the 12th he 
should partake of the naivedya mixed with Tulasi (basil) leaves, 
since that destroys (the sins of) orores of murders. 

Numerous medieval digests set out the procedure of ekidasl- 
vrata. It is impossible for reasons of space to refer to them. For 
the sake of comparison with the Naradapurina procedure, I shall 
set out the procedure of Ekidasivrata from the Dharmasindhu 
(p. 19), almost the latest authoritative work on Dharmasastra. 

Now (is set out) the procedure .of (ekadasi) vrata. On the 
day previous to the fast, the person, after performing all his 
daily duties in the morning, should make a sankalpa in the form 
‘ beginning from the 10th tithi, O god Kesava, lord of gods, I 
shall perform for three days your vrata; make it free from 
obstacles’. Then at midday (of 10th) he should eat by the 
ekabhakta method. The restrictions to be observed about 
ekabhakta are: he should avoid taking food in a vessel of bell 
metal, avoid flesh, masura pulse, sleeping by day, over-eating, 
drinking too much water, eating food again (after the midday 
meal), sexual intercourse, telling falsehood, honey, gram, 
kodrava, vegetables, the food belonging to others, gambling, oil, 
sesame cakes, tambula (betel leaves and nut &c.); if he has to 
cleanse his teeth after ekabhakta he should do so with twigs. 
At night he should sleep on a bed spread on the ground. In the 
morning of ekadasi he should cleanse his teeth with the leaves 
of a tree and not with twigs. After performing bath and other 
daily duties, he should put on his finger a p .vitra (loop) made of 
darbha grass, turn his face to the north, take a copper vessel full 
of water and make a sankalpa as follows: ‘ after remaining with¬ 
out food on the ekadasi I shall, O lotus-eyed one, on the next day 
partake of cooked food; O Acyuta, be you my refuge ’. Or he 
may offer a handful of flowers to Hari with this mantra. In the 
case of him who is unable to observe a total fast, necessary 
changes may be made in the sentence of saAkalpa aiKiording to 
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his ability viz. ‘on ekadasi I shall subsist on water or milk or on 
fruits or I shall take food at the time of nakta’. Saivas should 
make the sahkalpa with Rudra Gayatri;^” Sun-worshippers 
should make the sahkalpa with the usual Gayatri (Rg. III. 62. 10 
‘tatsavitur’&c.) or by taking the name of the Sun. This 
sahkalpa should be made by smartas on the night of the ekadasi 
tithi, if there is 10th tithi after sunrise (mixed up with ekadasi); 
if 10th tithi exists beyond midnight on dasami day all (whether 
smartas or vaisnavas) should make the sankalpa after midday. 
He should drink the water used for sankalpa. On making the 
sahkalpa he should pronounce over it thrice the mantra of eight 
syllables (such as ‘om namo Narayan^ya’). Then after erecting 
a imndapa decorated with flowers (garlands &c.) he should offer 
worship to Hari (image) according to prescribed rules in that 
mandapa with flowers, fragrant substances, incense, best 
naivedtjay with various divine hymns of praise, charming songs 
and music, with straight prostrations on the ground like a 
staff, with best announcements with the word ‘jaya’ and at 
night he should keep awake. 

The cult of ekadasi went on growing apace, so much so that 
for the 24 ekadasis of the twelve months of the lunar year and for 
the two ekadasis of the intercalary month separate names were 
invented. It is not possible to say with certainty when these 
names were given, but some of them must be about two thousand 
years old. 

The twenty-four names beginning with caitra sukla ekadasi 
and ending with phalguna dark half ekadasi are given in the 
note below.^ There is some divergence about the names, but 


277. The is : \ l( 

k n. 9. 

278. The 24 names from 99 in order are 

ami; or srsn. 

^5 (or ; TTT^, 

(or Thet^r^^fur (VI. chapters 41-65) 

contains over a thousand verses on these and the legends connected with 
them. The Ahalyakamadhenu (Ms. in Scindia Oriental Institute at Ujjain) 
is probably the largest work on vratas having 1206 folios therein. It deals 
with theSe names on folios 696 to 799, As regards the two ekadasis in an 
intercalary month, Padma VI. 64 and 65 say that and are the 

names of dark and bright half while the (folios 807- 

(Continued on next page ) 



Names of Ekadaits 


109 


for want of space no notice is taken of it here. One cause of 
divergence appears to be that in some Puranas the month is 
purnimanta, while in others the month is amanta and what is 
Bhadrakrsna in Purnimanta reckoning is Sravana-krsna in 
Amanta reckoning. 

The ekadasi on Jyestha bright half is called nirjala because 
the vrata consists in not using or drinking water except at the 
time of bathing or at acamana. It is described by Hemadri 
(on vrata vol I. pp. 1089-1091) who quotes the Mahabharata for 
it and by N. S. pp. 99-100. In the summer month of Jyestha it 
must have been a great trial to go without water for a day 
and therefore it was specially commended. Visnu was supposed 
to sleep for four months from Asadha bright ekadasi at night and 
to rise from his sleep on Kartika bright ekadasi by day and hence 
these two ekadasis are respectively called Sayani (connected 
with the sayana i. e. sleeping of Visnu) and Prabhodhinl^T^ or 
Prabodhani (connected with the prabodha i. e. awakening of 
Visnu). What the legend of Visnu's sleeping from Asadha 
Sukla eleven for four months was really meant to illustrate or 
symbolize it is difdcult to say. As these four months were the 
months of the rainy season in many parts of India all move¬ 
ments from one place to another distant place came almost to a 
stand-still in ancient times; so probably mythology became 
busy and suggested that Visnu himself gave up all activity. It 
is possible that this legend of four months’ sleep may have some 
connection with the state of things when the ancestors of the 
Vedic Aryans lived in northern latitudes, when for four months 
the sun was either not seen or emitted only faint light. This 
legend from whatever cause it may have arisen is worked up in 
various w^ays. It was said that Visnu not only slept on his 
snake couch but he also turned in bis sleep from one side to the 
other (as human beings do) on Bhadrapada sukla eleven. And 
therefore that ekadasi in Bhadrapada was called Parivartini. 
This matter was still further elaborated and it was asserted that 
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all the great gods and goddesses went to sleep like Visnu on 
different dates, as stated in the Rajamartanda quoted below. ^ 
Then, further differences arose, some works saying Visnu went 
to sleep on the 11th, some that Visnu slept on 12th, while a 
third set said that Visnu slept on the 15th of As^ha bright half. 
The Vanaparva (203. 12) declares that Visnu sleeps on the 
hoods of Sesa. Kalidasa in the Meghaduta refers to both the 
sleeping of Visnu on his snake couch and his rising from it 
(sapanto me bhujagasayanad utthite sarhgapanau). Most 
scholars hold that Kalidasa flourished between 350“450 A. D. In 
the Gahgadhar Stone Inscription of Visvavarman in the Krta 
year 480 there is a clear reference to the rising from sleep of 
Visnu in Kartika (vide Gupta Inscriptions ed, by Fleet No. 17 
at pp. 72,75,79). Krta is held to be the same as Vikrama year by 
most scholars. So the legend about Visnu s say ana on a snake bed 
and getting up from it may be about 2000 years old, if not more. 

The question as to the tithi on which the gods (and parti¬ 
cularly Visnu) went to sleep very much exercised the minds of 
the authors of Puranas and of the digests. For example, the 
Vtoanapurana (16. 6-16) contains verses some of which may 

280. I RwgfHfiT ^ \ 

gFggjT ^ uggia; 

wnr WlUT: # # if^r: H g- 1%. pp, 285-286 The original ms. of 
( D. c. No, 342 of lh79-1880) has some variant readings. The 
2nd half of the first verse quoted is ^ 

and in the 2nd verse the ras. reads and sr^r 

The reference to gf^^(i|fo arises in 
this way. The ^T^g^rg says that Visnu sleeps in the first quarter of 343^{Uf, 
turns on another side in the middle of Sravana naksatra and wakes up in 
the last quarter of Revatl. i^Rrgr% g«gg% ^ i 

^ q. by on gff^p. 897 

(ascribes to g|^,g), gjT. ig. p. 175. g. i%. p. 285, mrugrg p. 112 This 
is verse 1175 (folio 72a). Vide ABORT vol. 36 p. 314 The 

says that this restriction as to the quarters of g^s need not be observed. 
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1179 (folio 72a), 1175. The also has the verse (1532). 
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be summarised here; ‘ a person should arrange a couch in the 
form of the hoods of the snake Sesa for the lord of the world 
(Visnu) on the 11th tithi of Asadha and offer worship; he should, 
being himself pure, seek on the l^th permission from brahmanas 
invited, and should bring to sleep the Lord that wears yellow 
clothes Then the purana proceeds to narrate how Kama (God 
of Love) sleeps on 13th of Asadha on a bed of kadamla flowers, 
the Yaksas on 14th, Siva on the 15th (i. e. Purninia) on a bed of 
tiger-skin, then Brahma, Visvakarma, Parvati, Ganesa, Yama, 
Skanda, the Sun, Katyayani, Laksmi, Lord of snakes, Sadhyas 
respectively go to sleep on the tithis of the dark half from 1st to 
11th. The K. V. (p. 235) and Hemldri (onKalapp. 888-889) 
quote certain verses according to which Kubera, Laksmi, 
Bhavani, Ganesa, Soma, Guha, Bhaskara, Durga, the Matrs, 
Vasuki, sages, Visnu, Kama, Siva are the lords of tithis from 
1st to 14th for pavitraropana (i. e. giving the sacred upavita to 
the gods) and for say ana. 

One important imle has to be remembered, viz. whatever 
naksatra or whatever tithi has a certain deity as its lord, the 
sleeping, turning from one side to another and the rest (i. e. 
getting up &c.) take place on that tithi or naksatra. Some 
celebrate the saijana of a god relying on the tithi, others rely on 
the naksatra. But the trouble is that one tithi has several lords, 
according to various authorities. For example, pratipad has 
three lords, Agni, Brahma and Kubera (Garuda I 116. 3-8). For 
reasons of space it is not possible to refer to the texts on which 
different tithis are assigned for the say an a of Visnu. The 
Samayamayukha (p. 79), K. T. V.p. 172 and Vrataprakasa^ (part 
of Viramitrodaya) espouse the view of Asadha eleventh (of 
bright half) relying on the Brahmapurana. Many digests 
favour the 12th as the tithi of sayana and prabodha of 
Visnu relying on the several verses in the Varaha, Visnu- 
dharmottara and other Puranas. Vide Kalaviveka p. 175 (ff), 
V. K. K. 286-288, Krtyatattva p. 436, K. R. p. 209. In an 

282 . ^ ^ 
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inscription referred to in 1. A. vol. 25 p. 290 we have the words 
‘punya utthanadvadasi’ (the holy 12th tithi on which Visnu 
gets up from his couch), the inscription being dated in sake 1462 
(1540 A. D.). In some works Asadha Full moon is advocated for 
the sayana of Visnu. Vide K. E. p. 208, K. V. p. 188, Krtya- 
tattva p. 436. These works provide how sayana and prabodha 
are to be celebrated. On the sayani day, the devotee prepares a 
couch in the evening with a piece of cloth or with flowers, 
worships Visnu (image) at night, repeats the mantra ‘ om namo 
Narayanaya’ and then puts Visnu to sleep and repeats two 
verses, one of which is quoted below. On the day of prabodha 
the image of Visnu is given an elaborate bath and a full worship 
is done and several mantras from Varaha-purana are recited and 
a Vedic verse (idam visnur, Eg. I. 22. 17) also is recited. 

Persons having adhikara for ekadasi-vrata may be divided 
into two classes, viz. Vaisnavas and Smartas. The word vaisnava 
is defined in some of the Pm anas such as the Padma III. 
1. 21-32, IV. 10. 65-66, VI. 252. 74, VI. 69, Visnu HI. 7. 20-33, 
III. 8. 9-19, the Bhagavata and in some of the digests. A 
Vaisnava is really one who has received diksa (initiation) 
according to the Vaisnava agamas of the Vaikhanasa, Pancaratra 
and other schools. The Skanda defines a Vaisnava: that man 
is a Vaisnava who does not forsake (fast on) ekadasi, whether he 


I R p. 188; (folio 104 b) says : 
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be reduced to the direct misery or whether great bliss might have 
come to him, who has been given the diksa of a Vaisnava, who 
behaves equally towards all living beings, who does not swerve 
from the duties of his class (varna), who is equal to his own 
friends of his class (varna), who is equal to his own friends or 
his enemies, who, being high (in principles), does not deprive 
anyone (of his possessions) or does not injure anyone, and whose 
mind is pure. Vide Prof. S. K. De’s ‘ Vaisnava faith and move- 
ment* pp. 364-'366 and p. 413 where the author gives an analysis 
of the characteristics of the Vaisnava devotee drawn from the 
Haribhaktivilasa of Gopalabhatta (for followers of Caitanya). 

Though the Puranas give these definitions, some of which 
are very general and may apply even to persons not popularly 
called Vaisnavas, still in all parts of India and by all Hstas it is 
admitted that those are Vaisnavas who are traditionally^*^ 
known by that appellation. The question on what tithi upavasa 
should be practised when ekadasi is mixed up with the tenth tithi 
and twelfth has to be often answered in different ways according 
as the person who is to observe the fast is a Vaisnava or a 
Smarta. The answer depends on the rules about vedha which 
are rather complicated. It is not possible within the space at 
my disposal to go into details. Those who want to make a deep 
study of this matter may consult Hemadri on Kala pp. 206-288, 
Kalanirnaya pp. 233-256, Tithitattva pp. 104-108, Samaya- 
prakasa pp. 66-74, Nirnayasindhu pp. 37-44, Smrtimuktaphala 
(on Kala) pp. 839-844), Dharmasindhu (pp. 16-19). 

Ekadasi, like all other tithis, is of two kinds, viz. sampurnft 
and viddha or khanda. The general definition^ of the sampurnft 
tithi is that when a tithi has the extent of 60 ghatikas 
commencing from the time of sunrise it is called sampurna. To 
this ekadasi was stated by the Skandapurana^ to be an excex>- 
tion. In the case of Ekadasi the Garudapurana^ and Bhavi^a 

287. 5T ^ 
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lay down that ekadasi is sampurna only when it exists also two 
muhurtas (i. e. 4 ghatikas) before sunrise of the day on which it 
exists for the whole civil day. 

The Narada and other puranas condemn fast on ekadasi 
mixed with dasami. Naradapurana (purvardha, chap. 29. 39-40) 
says ‘ the sixth tithi mixed with the 5th, the seventh mixed with 
the 9th and ekadasi mixed with dasami—a fast should never be 
observed on these; all should accept (for fast) ekadasi free from 
dasami; dasami joined to ekadasi destroys spiritual merit 
acquired in three past lives’. This aversion to dasami was 
probably due to the fact that dasami finds no place in the famous 
yugmavahya and the pair that is commended is that of ekadasi 
and dvadasi (and not of ekadasi and dasami). One well-known 
verse is: Gandhari observed a fast on ekadasi mixed with 
dasami; her one hundred sons (the Kauravas) perished (in the 
Bharata war); therefore one should give up that kind of ekadasi 
for a fast.^^ The Naradapurana (purvardha, chap. 29) devotes 
15 verses to the discussion of Ekadasi and DvadasL 

In the Brahmavaivartapurana quoted at great length by 
Hemadri on Kala (pp. 255-259) four kinds of vedhas of ekadasi 
by dasami (viz. arunodaya-vedha, ativedha, mahavedha and 
Yoga) are mentioned, but they are passed over here. In the case 
of Vaisnavas, if dasami extends on a civil day beyond 56 
ghaUkds from sunrise, then ekadasi follows and continues for the 
whole of the next civil day, there is then what is called 
Arupodayavedha and Vaisnavas cannot observe a fast on such 
an ekadasi which is preceded by Ajmnodayavedha. The same 
result follows if dasami extends up to 3, 2 or one ghatika before 
^nrise or dasami persists till the exact time when the sun rises 
and then ekadasi starts (when there is what is called suryodaya- 
vedha). A Vaisnava in deciding on what tithi to fast is affected 
by both arupodayavedha and suryodayavedha i. e. even if 
ekadasi exists for full 60 ghatls after sunrise on a civil day when 
dasami precedes it by four ghatls, or by three, two or one ghati 
or when dasami exists for one moment at sunrise and then 
ekadasi follows at once, still the Vaispava cannot observe a fast 
on the ekadasi of 60 ghatls but only on the next i. e. the 12th. 
If dvadasi touches three civil days, then the fast for Vaisnavas 

291. iTRirn?f I TO 
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is on the day which is wholly covered by dvadasi and the parana 
is on the next day when dvadasi ends. In any cases other than 
those specified above ekadasi is the fast day and dvadasi is the 
parana day. Naradapurana (purvardha, chap. 29 verse 45) pre¬ 
scribes that if there are two ekadasis, whether in the bright half 
or dark half, a householder should fast on the earlier of the two 
and ascetics (yatis) on the later. Sannyasins and widows are 
governed by the rules for Vaisnavas. Smartas (all those who are 
not Vaisnavas) are not affected by the doctrine of arunodayavedha 
but only by suryodayavedha i. e. if there is dasami before sunrise 
and an ekadasi follows from sunrise, smartas have to observe a 
fast on the ekadasi. There are many texts that are apparently in 
conflict, but the Kalanirnaya (pp. 251*~256) and Nirnayasindhu 
(pp. 37*44) introduce order by showing that some texts refer to 
Vaisnavas alone, some to Smartas alone and some to both. 
The Ekadasitattva (p. 55) brings together many of the conclu¬ 
sions about the fast tithi and the paranatithi. 

There are cases where the texts sometimes allow fast on 
ekadasi even though mixed with dasami. This occurs when 
dvadasi does not exist even for a short time on the 13th tithi 
But this is allowable only to Smartas and not to Vaisnavas. 
Certain restrictions as to food and physical and mental activities 
had to be observed from the time sankalpa was made to the final 
ceremonies (pararia) in ekadaSivrata.^^^ It may be noted that 
even when a person is in mourning he has to observe ekadasl- 
vrata.^^ Certain observances were laid down as common to all 
vratas (including ekadasi) viz. forbearance, truthfulness, 
compassion, charity, purity, restraint of senses, worship of god, 
homa, contentment and not misappropriating another’s wealth.^ 
There were separate rules to be observed on dasami, ekadasi and 
dvadasi (10th tithi to 12th). They are somewhat overlapping. 
The observances prescribed for dasami are: vegetables, fledi/ 
masura pulse, eating again (after ekabhakta), sexual intercourse, 
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dice-play, drinking much water-a devotee of Visnu should avoid 
these.^^ The Matsyapurana^’^ provides : (vessels of) bell-metal, 
flesh, wine, honey, oil, telling an untruth, physical exercise^ 
journey, sleeping by day, earning (wealth), oil-cakes, masura 
pulse—one should omit these twelve (on dasami). 

The restrictions on the day of fast are many, but a few are 
stated here: Harlta lays^^^ down; one should on a day of fasting 
avoid speaking with persons guilty of grave sins, heretical 
persons, atheists and the like and also falsehood, gambling and 
the like. The Kurmapurana provides: on the day of vrata one 
should not touch nor speak nor look at persons that are antyajas 
(untouchables) and have to live outside the village, a woman 
recently delivered, one guilty of grave sins and a woman in her 
monthly illness. Devala provides A fast perishes (i. e. all 
rewards of observing it are lost) by sleep in the day, by play 
with dice and by sexual intercourse; but in case of great pain 
(or danger) a fast is not affected by drinking water (frequently). 
The Rajamartanda lays down: a man fasting on an Ekadasi 
should not be guilty of telling a lie, gambling, sleeping by day 
and sexual intercourse. Hemadri (on vrata voL I. p. 331) quoting 
Matsya forbids a bath with oil on ekadasi. A fast is vitiated by 
drinking water often, by eating tambula, by sleep in day time 
and by sexual intercourse. When Vyasa^ says that flowers, 

295* \ ^ I 

q* by (on p, 193 ), f^. p. 265, ij. cT. p. 56 (reads ^rrcf, probably 

a Bengali copyist's mistake). 

296. I ^ ^ ^ I ^ w 

^ on p. 193 , sr. fis. 

pp. 63-64, xt. ?f. p. 56 (reads aigR collyrium for which reading is 

better), (on i, p. 1008 (reads ); these are I. 136. 3-4. 

q. by t. (on I. p. 1008, f^. p, 265 (reads 

f%5)i atcraraftn 

^q. by p. 265. 

298. i 

q. by p. 4), p. 57, ft. p. 452. Vide I. 128. 

7“8. ^ W I * 

^TsrinW verse 1167 (folio 71b); vide ABORI vol 36 p. 313 for it ; this 
occurs in crt. p. 452. 

299. ^ i ^ 

(n^ 1.128. 67) I. on ^ p. 201. 

l ^^ m ra q ( q. by on gg p. 5 and %. on gg vol. I. p, 331 ) reads the 

verse as 



Restrictima for ekadaii and dvadaii 


117 


ornamentg, (rich) clothes, fragrant substances, incense, sandal¬ 
wood paste, brushing the teeth and collyrium (in the eyes) would 
not vitiate a fast, he is referring to the fast observed by women 
whose husbands are alive. 

On the 12th the person has to offer worship to Visnu and has 
to avoid sleeping by day, the food belonging to another person, 
eating again after the midday meal (on 12th), sexual intercourse, 
honey, bell-metal vessel, meat, oil. The passage in the note 
below is practically the same as the one cited from BrahmSnda- 
purana by Hemadri (on Kala p. 203) as containing the restric¬ 
tions about dvadasl. 

The result of the insistence by Vaispavas on observing a 
fast on ekadaM mixed with dvadasl was often this that in order 
to be able to observe parana on dvadasi before it ended, they had 
to get up very early before dawn, take their bath and compress 
all their morning and midday duties into a short period before 
sunrise. In modern times many orthodox Vaispavas do this 
and rely on the authority of the Narada^ and Skanda purSnaa 
quoted below. A smrti^^ text goes so far as to prescribe ‘on 
seeing that dvadasl exists only for half a kola after niiitha^ a 
(Vaisnava) person should perform all acts proper to be performed 
up till midday following, because Sankara has so ordered*. 
Kala as a measure of time has been variously defined. Matsya 
(142.4) and Vayu (100. 217--218) say that 30 kalas are equal to a 
Muhurta (i. e. two ghatikas); on the other hand, the Amarakosa 
holds that 360 kalas constitute a muhurta and the Kalanirnaya 
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accepts this last. As the astronomers themselves were at 
variance as to the length of a tithi in question, a plain straight¬ 
forward rule was proposed that the fast in case of doubt should 
be observed on dvadasi and the parana should be observed on the 
13th.^3 The rank and file of Vaisnavas are very exclusive and 
bigoted and treat with some contempt everything connected 
with Siva and some of them eat sumptuous food on Sivaratri, 
instead of observing a fast. Many of the smartas generally 
observe a fast both on the Ekada^i and the Sivaratri (particularly 
the Mahasivaratri i. e. on Magha dark I4th). There have been 
great wrangles and hatreds among Vaisnavas and Saivas. 
The Brahmapurana expressly states that in the holy 
Purusottamaksetra a temple of Siva was erected in order to put 
a stop to the wranglings between Saivas and Bhagavatas 
(devotees of Visnu). The higher Hindu thought including even 
the Purana excursions in philosophy always held that there^ is 
only one God, that the one Brahma that is all Intelligence, that 
is incapable of being thoroughly comprehended, that is without 
parts and without body, is imagined to have different visible forms 
for securing the purposes of devotees and that deities deemed to 
have visible forms are imagined as male or female or as portions 
(of the one hrahma). The Mahabharata and some of the Puranas 
emphasize that God is one and that there is no difference 
between Siva and Visnu. Vide Vanaparva 39. 76-77, 
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Brahmapurana 130. 10-11, 192. 51-53, Vamana 67. 27-28, 
Varaha 70. 27, Visnupurana V. 18. 50, Brahmanda III. 43. 47-51, 
Naradiya I. 2. 32. Some puranas^ put forward the notion that 
health is secured from (the worship of God as) the Sun, wealth 
from Agni, (true) knowledge from Sankara, and moksa from 
Visnu. 

Some of the puranas (such as Brahmavaivarta) specially 
mention eight kinds of dvadasis viz. Unmilani, Vafijull, 
Trisprsa, PaksavardhinI, Jaya, Vijaya, JayantI and Papanasinl. 
Vide Hemadri on Kala pp. 260-263, H. (on vrata) vol. I. p. 1214, 
N. S. 43, Sm. K 250-254. Detailed descriptions of these are passed 
over here. Jaya,^ Vijaya, JayantI and Papanasinl are dvadasis 
respectively having Punarvasu, Sravana, Rohini, Pusya 
naksatras. Trisprsa is^ dvadasi which spreads over three days 
i. e. it exists before sunrise on a certain day, then on the whole 
of the next day from sunrise and for some time (however short) 
after the latter. On these fast should be observed by those 
desirous of destruction of sins and attainment of mokm. 

It would not be out of place to bring together in one place 
the different items that constitute Ekadasivrata. 

On the 10th the performer has a meal at midday (eka- 
bhakta), then he cleans his teeth (not with a twig) but with 
leaves or by rinsing the mouth twelve times with water. Then 
on the night of 10th he gives up his evening meal and begins to 
observe the restrictions indicated above (pp. 115-116). Then on the 
11th after getting up he cleanses the body as well as the mind and 
makes a sahkalpa in the morning as described above (pp. 105-106). 
The sahkalpa has to be made at night or in the noon if ekadasi 
is viddha. Then he recites thrice the mantra of eight syllables 
(om namo Narayanaya) on the water in the copper vessel in his 
hands and drinks water therefrom. On the 11th he prepares a 
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maxi^apa of flowers, worships the Visnu image therein and offers 
the several upacaras. He fasts that day. He recites hymns 
of praise to Visnu and falls prostrate on the ground in saluta¬ 
tion. He then keeps awake at night. On the 12th he takes a 
bath in the morning, offers worship to Hari and dedicates his 
fast to the God, recites the mantra (Ajhanatimirandhasya* &:c. 
cited above p. 105) and performs the parana. This is the 
general outline of kamya ekadasivrata. In the case of the 
obligatory fast, the performer should abstain from food the whole 
day and also keep the several restrictions to be observed on 
ekadasi (as described above such as not drinking water more 
than once, not sleeping by day &c). The rules for the followers 
of Caitanya about ekadasi as summarised from the Haribhakti- 
vilasa by Prof. S. K. De in ‘ Vaisnava faith and Movement ’ on 
pp. 371-375 do not differ much from those stated above. 

A vrata comes to an end by a rite called udyapana (carrying 
out) or Parana or parana. The word parana or parana is derived by 
some from the root ‘para’ meaning ‘to finish an action or rite*. 
The word occurs in the drama Sakuntala referred to above on 
p. 46 and in RaghuvamsaH. 70 ‘pratar-yathoktavrata-paranante*. 
Vide for parana also Raghuvamsa II. 39 and 55. According to the 
Kurma-purana, one should fast on the ekadasi and parana is to 
be on the 12th but parana should not be done on 13th tithi, since 
that would destroy (the merit) of twelve dvadasis. Cn spite of 
this, parana on the 13th^ tithi had to be allowed under certain 
circumstances e. g. if ekadasi is mixed with dasami on a prior 
day and with dvadasi on the next day, then the fast is to be on 
dvadasi but if no dvadasi at all exists on the day after fast, then 
parana may be on the 13th tithi. The Visnudharmottara^^^ 


fWIT ^ p- 225 ; ^ 
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prescribes ‘ a vrata ends with parana and at the end of a vrata, 
brahmanas are to be fed; before one vrata is finished one should 
not commence another The general rule is that in all vratas^^ 
the Parana is in the morning. One should perform the udyapana 
as laid down in the texts providing for the vrata concerned; a 
vrata becomes fruitless if the udyapana be not performed. If no 
form of udyapana is prescribed by the texts, the performer should 
perform a rite in consonance with the^^^ vrata. He should make 
gifts in proportion to his wealth when no form of udyapana is 
mentioned in the texts on a vrata. For making the vrata 
complete he should donate cows and gold. If none of these can 
be given and nothing can be done as laid down in the texts, the 
words of a brahmana alone are sufficient to complete a vrata; 
but if a man receives the blessed words of brahmanas without 
giving a daksina (though able), he goes to hell! 

A difficulty may arise owing to the rules that no fresh vrata 
is to be undertaken till one (prior) vrata is finished and that 
vrata includes its parana. Suppose, a man has undertaken 
years ago to observe two vratas, then he may have to observe 
a fast on ekadasi and also on dvadasi owing to another vrata 
abeady undertaken. Parana involves bhojana (taking food). 
But this is impossible if one has to undergo two fasts succes¬ 
sively. The remedy is that at the end of the first vrata the 
performer (who has to undergo two fasts) should sip water. The 
Veda says that when a man partakes of water it is neither 
eating nor non-eating.^^ 
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CATURMASYA 

On Asadha-sukla ekadasi or dvadasi or paurnima or on the 
day when the Sun enters the Zodiacal sign Cancer, caturmasya- 
vrata is to be observed. Whenever it may be begun it is to be 
finished on Kartika-sukla 12. The performer should observe a 
a fast that day, worship Visnu (image) and pray as follows: 
(Garudapurana I. 121. 2-3) *0 God! I have undertaken this vrata 
in your presence; may it succeed without obstacles if you 
become favourable to me; after I undertake this vrata if I die 
when it is half-finished, may it become completely fulfilled 
through your favour ’ 1 The vrata may be begun even when 
Jupiter or Venus has become invisible and the like. The per¬ 
former has to give up some edible during the four months, viz. 
vegetables in Sravana, curds in Bhadrapada, milk in Asvina and 
pulses in Kartika. According to some authorities, he has to 
give up some or all vegetables for all the four months. The 
performer is asked to give up many other things also such as 
sleeping on a cot, meat, honey &c. When the vrata is finished, 
he invites brahmanas, announces to them what restrictions he 
had undertaken, feeds them, gives them daksina, and recites the 
prayer ‘O Lord! this vrata was undertaken by me in order to 
please you; 0 Janardana! may it become complete through your 
favour, whatever defect there may bel* This vrata is even 
now observed, particularly by women. The Krtyatattva (p. 435), 
Vratarka, Vrataprakasa (folio 105a) and other medieval digests 
quote long passages from the Matsya, Bhavisyottara (I. 6-4) 
and other puranas about the results of giving up certain things 
in the Caturmasyavrata. A few passages are set out for sample: 

‘ a man secures a sweet voice by giving up jaggery, has charm¬ 
ing limbs by giving up oil, by giving up ghee he secures beauty, 
by giving up fruits he becomes intelligent and has many sons, 
by giving up vegetables and leaves he secures well-cooked 


ft. p. 332, (on hr) II. p. 806, P. HI 
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dlahes, by giving up curds and milk he goes to the world 
of cows 

In the Vedic period there were sacrifices called Caturmasyas 
(seasonal sacrifices) that were performed on the Full Moon days 
of Phalguna (or Caitra), of Asadha and Kartika and were 
respectively called Vaisvadeva, Varunapraghasa and Sakamedha 
(the fourth called l^naslriya need not detain us). Vide H. of 
Dh. voL n. pp. 1091-1106. It was expressly stated by Apastamba 
Srauta VIII. 4,13 that Vaisvadeva {parvan of Caturmasya) was 
to be offered in vasanta and Varunapraghasa in the rainy 
season. It may be noted that the sacrificer in these seasonal 
sacrifices had to keep certain observances such as sleeping on 
the ground avoiding meat, honey, salt, sexual intercourse and 
bodily decorations, which closely resemble the restrictions laid 
on the person observing Ekadasivrata. The Yajnavalkya-smrti^"® 
(1.125) makes it obligatory on a person of means to offer a 
Soma sacrifice every year, a pasubandha in each ayana, the 
Agrayanesti (performed when new crops are ready) and the 
caturmasyas. The caturmasyas meant here are the Vedic ones 
mentioned above and not the Pauranika vratas of caturmasya. 

The Yajnavalkya-smrti employs the word vrata in the sense 
of praya^citta in lit, 251,252, 254, 266, 269, 282, 298, 300, in the 
sense of ‘brahmacarya’ in lit. 15, and in the sense of the food 
to be subsisted upon in III 289, but hardly ever in the sense of 
a rite to be observed on a tithi or week day or naksatra as in the 
puranas. This at least indicates that the vratas mentioned in 
the puranas had not attained prominence in the time of the 
Yajnavalkya-smrti, which, in spite of its containing over 1000 
verses, hardly ever refers to any vrata in the sense of the 
puranas. 
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CHAPTER VII 


Vratas called Nagapancami, Manasapuja, 
Raksabandhana, Kirsnajanmastami 

In the month of Sravana there are several important vratas, 
one of which is Nagapancami on the 5th of the bright half of 
Sravana. The Nagapancami is observed in different ways in all 
parts of India. Some hold that, instead of Aksayyatrtiya, 
Nagapancami is the one half auspicious day out of most 
auspicious days in the year. The Bhavisyapurana, Brahma- 
parva (chapter 32 verses 1“39), expatiates on Nagapancami. 
Krtyakalpataru (on vrata) pp. 87-90 and Hemadri (on vrata 
vol. I. pp. 557-560) quote several verses from the Bhavisya¬ 
purana. Briefly, the Bhavisya^^^ says: when men on the 5th 
bathe with milk the nagas called Vasuki, Taksaka, Kaliya, Mani- 
bhadra, Airavata, Dhrtarastra, Karkotaka and Dhanahjaya, these 
give abhaya (freedom from danger) to their families. A legend 
is told (in Bhavisya I. 32) that Kadru, mother of nagas, laid a 
bet with her sister Vinata about the colour of the tail of Indra’s 
horse called Uccaih-sravas, Kadru asserting that the tail was 
black though the horse was white and Vinata saying that the 
body and tail were white and when the nagas refused to practise 
the deceit whereby they were to become the dark hair in the 
horse’s tail, Kadru cursed them that fire would burn them (in the 
sarpasattra of Janamejaya). Persons should make golden, silver 
or clay images of nagas, should worship them with Karavira and 
Jatl flowers and incense etc., feed brahmanas with ghee, payasa 
etc, and should bathe nagas with milk. The result would be that 
n^as would bestow on the worshippers safety (from snake-bite). 
The Bhavisyottarapurana (chap. 36) contains another method. 
On Sravana 5th (bright half) a person should draw on both sides 


32.2-3 (with slight variations) 

q. by p. 413, In other puranas twelve nagas are named e. g, 

p. 437 and p. 33 quote from ^ ^ • 
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of his door with cowdung figures of serpents which should be 
worshipped with curds, durva tendrils, kusas and sandalwood 
paste, flowers and presents of food. They would have no danger 
from snakes. Vide Hemadri on Kala p. 621, K. V. p. 413, K R. 
p. 234 In Saurastra Nagapancami is observed in Sravana dark 
half. 


It appears that in Bengal and south India (but not in 
Maharastra) there is worship of Manasadevi in one’s own court¬ 
yard on a branch of the snuhi plant on the 5th of Sravana dark 
half. The Rajamartanda has four verses, one of which is quoted 
below. Samayapradipa and Krtyaratnakara refer to the worship 
of Manasadevi. The Tithitattva^^^ (p. 33) contains the dhyana 
of Manasadevi taken from Padmapurana. First, there is a 
sahkalpa^^ about the worship of Manasadevi in order to get rid 
of the danger from snake-bite, then one offers gandha, flowers, 
incense, lamp and naivedya and then Ananta and other nagas 
are offered worship, the principal item being naivedye of milk 
and ghee. Nimba leaves are placed inside the house and the 
performer eats them and also makes brahmanas eat them. The 
Brahmavaivartapurana (II) devotes two chapters (45-46) to the 
birth of Manasadevi, her puja and stotra (praiee) &c. Dr. 
Sukumar Sen has edited in the B. I. series VipradSsa’s 
‘ Manasavijaya *. 

In the Deccan on Sravana bright half 5th figures of snakes 
are drawn with red sandalwood paste on wooden boards, or clay 
images of snakes coloured yellow or black are purchased and 
worshipped and given milk and snake charmers go about with 
snakes of all sorts, to which people offer milk and some money is 
paid to the snake charmers. 


pp. 33-34. p. 537,^. R 

P- 414. is ^ plant from the bark of which oozes a sticky substance. 
Its botanical name is Euforbia nerifolia, according to Prof. Golokendranath 
Bhattacharya of Berhampore Krsnanath College in West Bengal. 
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If pancami is mixed with the 4th and 6th tithis, that mixed 
with the 6th is to be preferred. The Vratakalaviveka*^* speaks 
of Manasavrata on Jyestha-^kla 10th with Hasta-naksatra or 
without it and remarks that when this vrata is performed 
Manasa goddess protects a man from the danger of poisonous 
snakes. 

How and when serpent worship arose in India is a difficult 
problem. The Hgveda contains no reference to snake worship. 
On the contrary the Vedic god Indra is said to be the killer of 
ahi (a serpent) in Ilg. II. 30.1,11.19. 3 and the slaughter of a/it 
is frequently mentioned as in Bg. 1.165. 6, III. 47 4. That ahi 
meant a serpent with a hood is clear from Bg. VL 75. 14 
(ahiriva bhogaih paryeti bahum). In Br. Up. IV. 4.7 and Prasna 
IV. 5 there are references to the cast-off slough of serpents 
(mentioned as ‘ padodara ’ whose feet are inside its body) 
and in Bg. IX. 86. 44 (ahir na jurnamati sarpati tvacam) 
also. But, in many passages of the Bgveda (such as I. 32.11) 
ahi appears to have a metaphorical sense and refers to a demon 
like Vrtra that prevented waters from flowing down. In the 
Tai. S. rv. 2. 8. 3. and Vaj. S. (XIEL 6-8) there are three verses 
that contain salutations to serpents. In the Atharvaveda (VIII. 
14.13-15) there is a reference to serpents some of which like 
Taksaka and Dhitarastra are named. The Eathaka S. V. 6 
enumerates the pitrs, sarpas, gandharvas, waters and herbs as 
pahcajana, and the Ait. Br. XIII. 7 asserts that gods, men, 
gandharvas, apsarases, snakes and pitrs were pancajana. This 
cannot be the meaning of ‘pancajan^V in Bg.X53. 4. The 
above passages show that sarpas had come to be a clan like 
gandharvas in late vedic times. 

In the Aiv. gr. IX 1.1-15, the Paraskara-grhya IX 14 and 
other grhya sutras a rite called ‘ sarpabali’ (offering to serpents) 
was performed on the Pull Moon day of Sravana. Vide H. of 
Dh. voL XL pp. 821-823 for a description. The nagas figure 
frequently in the Mahsbharata. Vide Adi. chap. 35 enumerat¬ 
ing the names of many nagas beginning with Sesa and chap. 
123. 71, Udyoga 103. 9-16 (naming numerous nSgas). Aijuna 
while engaged in his twelve years’ vow of brahmacarya came to 
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ttie country of the Nagas (probably a tribe that had naga as 
their emblem) and took as his wife Ulupi, a Naga princess who 
was smitten by love. Babhruvahana, son of Citrangada, fought 
with Arjuna who had come to Manipura for protecting the 
Asvamedha horse, was killed by Babhruvahana and restored to 
life with the help of a Sanjivana jewel (Asvamedhikaparva 
chap. 79-81). Serpents came to be associated with both Visnu 
and Siva. Visnu is said to sleep on the hoods of Sesa-naga 
(Vanaparva 203.12 and 272. 38-39) and Siva wears serpents on 
his body like yajnopavita (Anusasana 14. 55).^^^ In the 
Bhagavadgita X. 28-29 Lord Krsna identifies himself with 
Vasuki among serpents and Ananta among nagas. What 
difference is made between ‘sarpa* and ‘naga* is not clear. 
Probably ‘sarpa’ means all creeping things, while naga means 
‘the cobra*. The Puranas are full of stories about nagas. 
Vide J. Ph. Vogel’s painstaking work (Indian Serpent Lore, 1926) 
based on the Mahabharata, the Puranas and the Rajatarangipl, 
It appears that serpent worship arose gradually from the fear of 
serpents that must have taken a heavy toll of life, particularly at 
the beginning of the rainy season. Even in these days about 10000 
people die of snake-bite every year in India, while persons killed 
by all wild animals are hardly 3000. Why the tithi was changed 
from Full Moon (for Sarpabali in the gchya sutras) to the 5th of 
the bright half is not clear. It may be due to the slight change 
in the time of the onset of rains owing to the precession of 
the equinoxes. Vide Fergusson’s ‘Tree and Serpent worship’ 
pp. 1-75 and Plate XV which reproduces the sculptures on the 
eastern gateway of Sanchi, where occurs the figure of five-headed 
Naga. Stone images of serpents under sacred trees like pippala 
are common in the Dravida country and a few temples dedicated 
to nagas exist such as the one at Battis Shiraleh in Satara 
District and at Bhom-parandeh in Hyderabad. 

On the Full Moon of Sravana there is in the afternoon a 
ceremony called Raksabandhana (tying the protective amulet). 
It is described by Hemadri on vrata, vol. H pp. 190-195, N. S. 
p. 121, P.O. 284-285, Vratarka (folio 335a-336a). One should at 
sunrise on Full Moon of Sravana and after offering tarpana to 
gods, sages and pitrs, get prepared a protective packet (or 
amulet) containing whole rice grains and mustard and deoo- 
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rated with gold (thread) and strung together with variously 
coloured threads and have such an amulet tied. In the case of a 
king, a jar should be placed on a square raised in the palace and 
the king should occupy his seat together with his ministers, he 
should be surrounded by courtesans and music and benedictory 
words should go forth; gods, brahmanas and arms should be first 
honoured, then the royal ^^6 priest should tie the amulet to the 
accompaniment of the mantra. ‘I tie on you that whereby Bali, 
the very powerful king of demons, was bound; O protective 
(amulet), don’t slip oif, don’t slip off.’ All including sudras and 
other human beings should get the amulet tied after honouring 
priests according to ability. When this is done, a man lives on 
happily for a year. Hemadri quotes Bhavisyottara for the story 
that Indrani tied on the right hand of Indra a protective amulet 
whereby he was enabled to vanquish the asiiras. This tying 
should not be done when paurnima is mixed up with either 14th 
or the following pratipad. It may, in order to avoid these two, 
be done even at night. 

This ceremony of tying an amulet on the right wrist is still 
in vogue and priests go about tying these amulets and receive 
some fee for doing so. Mukerji (p. 81) is unduly harsh on the 
poor brahmanas when he says that it is a day of blackmail by 
the priests. Women in Gujarat and some other places tie silken 
amulets round the wrists of their brothers and give and receive 
presents. 

On the Pull Moon day of Sravapa it is usual on the sea 
coast of western India (particularly in Kohkan and Malabar) not 
only for Hindus, but also for Moslems and Parsis of the 
merchant class to go to the sea and offer flowers and a cocoanut 
to the sea. The sea becomes less rough and the violence of the 
monsoon winds abates after the Pull Moon of Sravana and the 
cocoanut is offered to the sea god (Varuna) in order that he may 
make sea voyage for vessels of merchandise safe. 

In Sravana on the 8th of the dark half is celebrated the 
Krsnajanmastami or Janmastami vrata and festival, which is 
probably the most important vrata and utsava celebrated 
throughout the whole of India. 

326. I ^ Wt 
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. - Antiquity of Krsna worship 

In some Parana passages it is declared that Janmastami 
is celebrated on the 8th of the dark half of Bhadrapada. The 
explanation is that in those passages the months are Purnimanta 
^nd the dark half is in these months the first paksai^? The 
Padma (HI. 13), Matsya 56, Agni 183 contain numerous verses 
on the greatness (mahatmya) of Krsnajanmastami. 

It would not be out of place to say a few words about Krsna 
and about the antiquity of Krsna worship. There is a reference 
in the Chandogya-upanisad (III. 17. 6) to Krsna Devakiputra 
receiving instruction from Ghora Angirasa. There was a Vedic 
poet named Krsna who calls upon the Asvins to listen to his 
invocation in Pg. Vin. 85. 3 and the Anukramani assigns Rg. 
Vin. 86-87 to Krsna Ahgirasa. Jain tradition regards Krsna 
as contemporaneous with Nemi, the 22nd Tirthahkara, and from 
the account of the 63 great men of Jain pre-history about one 
third are shown as associated with Krsna. The life of Krsna 
as gathered from the Mahabharata is a composite one. In some 
passages he is depicted as a Yadava prince, the staunchest friend 
of the Pandavas^^ (and particularly of Arjuna), as a great 
warrior, statesman and philosopher. In other passages he is 
identified with the Supreme Lord of the worlds and as Visnu 
Himself (Santi 47.28, Drona 146.67-68, Karna 87.74, Vanaparva 
49. 20, Bhisma 21.13-15). There are most sublime praises of 
Krsna put in the mouths of Yudhisthira (Drona 149.16-33), 
Draupadi (Vanaparva 263. 8-16) and Bhisma when about to die 
(Anusasana 167. 37-45). We have further information about 
him from the Harivaihsa, the Visnupurana, Vayu (98.100-102), 
the Bhagavata and Brahmavaivarta that deal with Krspa’s 
romantic career among cowherds, which is wanting in the 
Mahilbharata. 
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It appears from Pan ini (IV. 3. 98)^^ that there were people 
in his day described as Vasudevaka and Arjunaka that were 
devoted to Vasudeva and Arjuna. Patahjali in his Mahabhasya 
mentions several persons and incidents connected with Krsna, 
On Vartika 6 to Pan. III. 1. 26 the Mahabhasya gives two 
examples ‘Karhsam ghatayati’ (meaning ‘he tells the story of the 
slaughter of Karhsa ’) and ‘ Balim bhandhayati ’ (meaning ‘ he 
narrates the story of the imprisonment of Bali ’). In Vartika 2 to 
Pan. III. 1.138 the word ‘Govinda’ is derived (from go + vinda). On 
Vartika 2 to Pan. III. 2. Ill Patanjali gives the example ‘Jaghana 
Karhsam kila Vasndevah’ (Vasudeva, they say, killed Karhsa) and 
implies that the incident occurred long ago which the speaker 
could not have seen but was popularly known.^^® This is a 
quarter of an Upendravajra or Upajatl verse. Patanjali names 
Satyabhama with its shortened form Bhama (Kielhorn, voL I. 
p. Ill), the words ‘Vasudevavargyah’ and ‘Akruravargyah* occur 
(on Vartika 11 on Pan. IV. 2.104). On Pan. IV. 1.114 (rsyandhaka- 
vrsni-kumbhyas-ca) under vartika 7 Patanjali mentions 
Ugrasena as a scion of the Andhakas and Vasudeva and 
Baladeva of the Vrsnis. Patahjali quotes half of an Anus^bh 
verse ‘ Sahkarsana-dvitiyasya balam Krsnasya vardhatto* 
(Kielhorn’s ed. vol. I. p. 426). Patahjali is regarded by most 
modern scholars as having flourished in the 2nd century B. C. 
(about 150 B. C.). Therefore it follows that some poetic work or 
works that referred to incidents, of Krsna’s career (such as 
Kaihsavadha) had been composed some centuries before the 
Christian era. Vide I. A. vol. III. pp. 14^6 for allusions to 
Krsna in the Mahabhasya and I. A. vol. XIV pp. 326 ff, for verse 
quotations in the Mahabhasya collected by Kielhorn. In the 
Adiparva (chap. 1. 256)3^^ and in Sabha 33. 10-11 Krsna is 
identified with Vasudeva and is said to be the Highest Brahma 
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and the source of the universe. The Ghosandi inscription of 
2nd or 1st century B. C. mentions the hall of worship of Sahkar- 
sana and Vasudeva (E. 1.16 pp. 25^27, E. I. 22 p. 198,1. A. voT 
61 p. 203) addressed as ‘ Bhagavat ’ and ‘ sarvesvara Nanaghat 
cave inscriptions of about 200 B. C. mention both (A. S. W. I. 
voL V pp. 60“74). The Besnagar column (Garuda-dhvaja) 
Vaisnava inscription where the Bhagavata Heliodorus, son 
of Diya, hailing from Taksasila and Yavana ambassador of 
king Antalikita (Antalkidas) to king Bhagabhadra mentions 
Vasudeva as 'devadei'a\ The preceding items of evidence 
indicate that the worship of Vasudeva was prevalent in northern 
and central India from at least 500 B. C.. if not earlier. Vide 
E. G. Bhandarkar’s ‘Vaisnavism, Saivism &c.’pp. 1-45 for the 
various phases of the Krsna cult and its antiquity. 

It is rather surprising that the passages quoted in the 
medieval works on Krsnajanmastami are mostly borrowed from 
the Bhavisya, Bhavisyottara, Skanda, Visnudharmottara, 
Naradiya and Brahmavaivarta puranas, but hardly ever from 
the Bhagavata-purana which is the Veda of the Vaisnavas 
of later medieval and modern times. The description of Krsna’s 
birth in the Bhagavata is vague and commonplace. All that^ 
is said there is that the time when Krsna was born was endowed 
with all good characteristics and was very charming, that the 
quarters looked very clear and the sky was lit up by bright stars, 
that the wind that blew was very pleasing to the skin and laden 
with fine fragrance and that when Janardana was born of 
Devaki it was midnight and darkness had enveloped everything. 

In the Bhavisyottara (44.1-69) Krsna himself is represented 
as narrating to Yudhisthira the incidents of Janmastami-vrata: 
*I was born of Vasudeva and Devaki on the 8th of Bhadrapada 
dark half at midnight when the Sun was in Lion (Leo), when the 


332. For Besnagara Inscription, vide JRAS 1909 pp. 1053-56, 1087- 
1092. and JBBRAS vol. 23 pp. 104-106. 
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Moon was in the sign of the Bull (Taurus) and there was Rohini 
naksatra ’ (verses 74-75), when on the 8th of the dark half of 
Sravana there is Rohini-naksatra, the tithi is called Jayanti; if 
a man observes a fast on that tithi, that destroys his sins 
committed in childhood, youth, old age and many previous 
lives.’ The result is that if there be no Rohini naksatra on 
Sravana dark half 8th, it is simply JanmastamI, but when 
Rohini is joined to dark 8th of Sravana it is Jayanti. The 
Rajamartanda has two verses on this.^^ 

The important question is whether the Janmastami-vrata 
and Jayanti-vrata are really only one vrata or whether they are 
two separate vratas. The Kalanirnaya,^^^ after a long discus¬ 
sion in which Mimaihsa principles contained in Jai. 11. 3. 33 and 
IV. 1. 32-34 are relied upon, arrives at the conclusion that the 
two are separate vratas on the grounds that the two names are 
different (viz. Janmastami-vrata and Jayanti vrata), their occa¬ 
sions (nimitta) are different (the first depends only on dark 
Astami, while the latter exists only if there is Rohini on 8th of 
dark half of Sravana) and their characteristics are different in 
that in Janmastamivrata sastra requires only a fast, while in 
Jayantlvrata the sastra requires a fast and also gifts and the 
like. Besides, Janmastamivrata is obligatory {nitya)^ since the 
texts only speak of the incurring of sin if it be not performed, 
while Jayantmata is both nitya and kamya in that the sastras 
connect it with special rewards in addition to the incurring of 
sin by its non-observance. Further, the two are separately 
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mentioned in the same verses.-^^ Hemadri, Madanaratna, the 
Nirnayasindhu (p. 126) and several works hold the view that the 
two are different. But the N. S. notes that in its day people 
observed only Janmastami-vrata and not Jayanti-vrata. On 
the other hand the Jayantlnirnaya (p. 25) states that people 
generally celebrate Jayanti only (and not Janmastami). This 
variance is probably due to the fact that the two works (N. S. 
and J. N.) belong to the north and south of India. The Samaya- 
mayukha^^® and Purusarthacintamani (p. 117) very severely 
criticize the views of Madhava set out above from the Kala- 
nirnaya, one of the principal arguments in these last being that 
the Mimamsa rules relied upon by Madhava apply to rites, but 
Jayanti is the name of a tithi i. e. the 8th of dark half when 
conjoined to Rohini. The Jayantlnirnaya of Harita Venkata- 
natha holds that the two are different and that both are nitya as 
well as kamya (pp. 4“5 and p. 30). It further points out (p. 19) 
that in Janmastamivrata tithi is the principal matter while in 
Jayanti it is the naksatra (Rohini) that is principal 

Two discordant notes are struck by the Varaha-purana and 
by the Harivaihsa. The former says^^ that Krsna was born on 
12th of Asadha bright half. According to the Harivaihsa q. by 
Hemadri and Jimutavahana, the naksatra was Abhijit when 
Krsna was born and the muhurta was vijaya It is quite 
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possible that these two represent some older traditions about the 
date of the birth of Krsna. 

Another important point very much canvassed in the 
medieval digests is about the exact tithi and time when the 
Janmastamivrata is to be celebrated. The K. N. (pp. 215-224), 
Krtyatattva pp. 438-444, Tithitattva pp. 47-51, Samaya- 
mayukha p. 50-51, N. S. pp. 128-130 and several other digests 
state certain conclusions about this. 

It is clear from almost all Puranas and other works on 
Janmastami that the principal time for the celebration of the 
birth of Krsna is the midnight of the 8th of Sravana dark 
half (Bhadrapada dark, if the month is Purnimanta). This 
tithi is of two kinds viz. (1) without EohinI naksatra and 
(2) with Rohini naksatra. In each of these two, the Kalanirnaya 
of Madhava (pp. 218-224), the Nirpayasindhu (pp. 128-130), the 
Dharmasindhu (pp. 64-67) and other digests set out several 
possible alternative combinations. The Nirpayamrta (pp. 56- 
58) mentions as many as 18 kinds, eight of the suddha tithi, 8 of 
the viddhd tithi and two more, one being the one where Rohini- 
naksatra is there at midnight and the other being Navami 
joined to Rohini and having either Wednesday or Monday. A 
discussion of these would be somewhat complicated and hardly 
otherwise than of academical interest to modern readers. There¬ 
fore, all these alternatives are not set out here. Instead, the 
brief conclusions put forth by the Tithitattva are given by 
way of sample. These are: If Jay anti (Astami with Rohini) 
exists only a single day, the fast must be observed on that very 
day; if it spreads over two days, then the fast is on the later of 
the two; if there is no Jayanti, then the fast is to be observed 
on Astami joined with Rohini; if two days have Astami joined to 
Rohini, then fast is on the later of the two; if there is no Rohini 
naksatra then fast is to be observed on the Astami that exists at 
midnight or if astami exists on two days at midnight or if it 
be not existent at midnight then on the later day. 
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If Jayanti fast occurs on Wednesday or Monday there are 
far greater results and such a fast is superior to crores of other 
vratas and the man who observes a fast on Jayanti conjoined 
to Wednesday or Monday would not be born again.^ 

The main items in Janmastamivrata are fast, worship of 
Krsna, jagara (keeping awake at night, listening to and repeat¬ 
ing hymns of praise and stories about Krsna’s exploits), parana. 

The medieval digests such as Tithitattva (pp. 42-47), the 
Samayamayukha (pp. 52-57), Kalatattvavivecana (pp. 52-56), 
Vrataraja (pp. 274-277), Dharmasindhu (pp. 68-69) contain a 
lengthy procedure of Janmastamivrata based principally on 
Bhavisyottara chap. 55. A brief summary from the first two 
works (which agree in the main in most respects) is set out 
below. 

On the day of the fast in the morning the devotee should invoke 
the presence of the Sun, Moon, Yama, Time, the two twilights, 
the (five) elements. Day and Night, Wind, the lord of the quarters, 
the earth, the sky, the denizens of aerial regions and gods.^ 
He should hold in his hand a copper vessel filled with water, 
some fruits, flowers and whole rice-grains, refer to the mouth &c, 
and make a sankalpa ‘ I shall perform the Krsnastami-vrata, for 
securing a certain reward or for the removal of my sins ’• He 
then repeats four mantras addressed to Vasudeva, one of which 
is quoted below.^^ After repeating the mantras he should dis¬ 
charge the water in the vessel. He should construct a delivery 
hall for Devaki having auspicious jars full of water and mango 
leaves, garlands of flowers, fragrant with burnt aguru and 
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decked with auspicious things and Sasthi-devi. Eound about 
the room or the walls (of the room) he should paint gods and 
gandharvas with folded hands, Vasudeva with a drawn sword, 
Devaki, Nanda, Yasoda, gopis, Kamsa’s guards, the river 
Yamuna and the snake Kaliya therein and other incidents of 
Gokula as far as he could. He should place in the delivery hall ^ 
a bed surrounded by screens. He should take a bath with 
sesame in the noon in the water of a river or the like and at 
midnight make the sankalpa, ‘I shall perform the worship of 
Krsna with his attendants he should make an image of Krsna 
of gold or silver &:c., touch the cheeks of the image and vitalize 
the image (prana-pratistha) with mantras. He should contem¬ 
plate upon Devaki (with a mantra) and on Srikrsna lying as an 
infant on the bed and offer worship to Laksmi, to Vasudeva and 
Devaki, Nanda and Yasoda, Baladeva and Candika with 
appropriate mantras for bath, for incense, naivedya &c.; he then 
briefly performs symbolically the ceremonies of Jatakarma, 
cutting the navel chord, Sasthipuja and namakarana. Then at 
time of moonrise (at or a little after midnight) he should offer 
arghya on an altar or to (image of) the moon with EohinI with 
water from a conch mixed with flowers, kusas and sandalwood 
paste with a mantra, should bow to the moon and prostrate^^ 
himself with several verses containing the different names of 
Vasudeva and at the end address prayers to him. Then he 
should keep awake the whole night in listening to the hymns 
of praise to Krsna, to the stories in the Puranas and in songs, 
music and dances. Next day after performing all usual acts 
to be performed in the morning and again offering worship to 
the image of God Krsna, he should feed brahmanas and donate 
to them gold, cow, clothes with the words ‘ May Krsna be pleased 
with me’. He should then repeat the mantra * salutation to 
him who is Brahma, who is Vasudeva of blessed birth and 
beneficent to cows and brahmanas and whom Devaki gave birth 
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from Vasudeva for the protection of Vedas spread over the earth. 
Let there be peace 1 Let there be bliss I He should then take out 
the image of Krsna, donate it to a brahmana and bring the vrata 
to a close after performing parana. 

The procedure in the Dharmasindhu (pp. 68-69) is more 
elaborate than the above, though no essential difference exists. 
It makes use of Vedic mantras (from Ilg, X 90.1-16) along with 
Pauranika mantras, while in the Samaya-mayukha and Tithi- 
tattva no Vedic mantra is expressly mentioned. As regards 
jdgara the Dharmasindhu provides that the stories about 
Krsna may be made striking by reciting poems composed in 
regional languages, that Vedic hymns may have at their end 
Pauranika stories recited, that visual representations (such as 
dances) may be resorted to, that this is a procedure meant for the 
three higher varnas, but in the case of sudras it is not proper to 
follow the same procedure; they should omit Vedic hymns but 
may engage in music and Pauranika recitations. 

One question often raised in some of the medieval digests on 
Dharmasastra is : what is the principal matter in Janmastaml- 
vrata. Some held that both fast (upavasa) and worship (puja) 
are principal and they rely on a Bhavisyapurana^^^ passage 
* when at midnight on the 8th of the dark half there is Rohinl, 
worship of Krsna destroys sins committed in three lives; a man 
observing a fast then and performing worship of Hari does not 
sink’. The Samayamayukha, after an elaborate discussion in 
which Mimamsa doctrines such as those in Jai. I. 4. l-*3 are 
employed, arrives at the conclusion that the fast is only an 
auxiliary (anga), while worship (puja) is the principal thing. 
On the other hand the Tithitattva^^o relying on the verse of the 
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Bhavisya opening the description of the vrata ‘On that day one 
should accept the restrictions ofupavasa’ and also Mlmarhsa 
doctrines holds that upavasa is the principal matter and puja is 
an (auxiliary matter). The Jayantinirnaya contained in 
the Dasanirnayl of Harlta Vehkatanatha discusses at length the 
two (pp. 3 ff). This subject need not be pursued much further. 


It has already been stated above that every vrata requires a 
Parana as the last item, that parana takes place the day after 
the day of the fast and that it is generally performed in the 
morning. There are certain special rules about the parana of 
JanmastamI fast and JayantI fast. A few dicta of the puranas 
may be first noted. The Brahmavaivarta^^ states ‘one should 
never perform parana while astami tithi is running or RohinI 
naksatra is still there on the Astami; (if one does so) one destroys 
what he has done previously and the fruits acquired by the fast. 
A tithi destroys eight-fold, while a naksatra does so fourfold; 
therefore one should perform the parana (of JanmastamI) at the 
end of the tithi and naksatra *. The Naradapurana remarks 
‘ when a fast has to be observed on the conjunction of a tithi and 
naksatra, parana should not be done until at least one of the two 
has ended; when a vrata falls on a conjunction (of tithi and 
naksatra), parana should be done only when one of the two is 
separated (i. e. ends)’. The Vahni-purana provides ‘parana is 
commended at the end of the naksatra or at the end of the tithi*. 
Both the Tithitattva and the Krtyatattva^^ arrive on interpret¬ 
ing these and other verses at the following conclusions. ‘ Paran a 
is to be observed on the day after the fast, but after the end of 
the tithi (astami) and the naksatra (RohinI); but when one of 
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the two ends before mahanisa and the other during mahani^a 
or after it, parana should be observed at the end of one of 
the two; when both exist during the period of mahanisa then 
one should perform parana in the morning at the end of the 
festival At the end of the parana the performer repeats the 
mantra * salutations to Govinda, who is Being, who is the ruler 
of (all) beings, who is the lord of (all) beings and who is the 
source of all beingsThe above statement shows that in 
certain cases the parana of Janmastamivrata may be at night,^ 
particularly for vaisnavas who perform the vrata as a duty and 
not for any reward. 

There is a difference of meaning between udyapana and 
parana. Some vratas like Ekadasi and Janmastami are per¬ 
formed throughout a man’s life; in such cases there is only 
parana after the fast on every occasion that a fast is observed. 
If a man undertakes a vrata only once and finishes it, then the 
concluding rites of the vrata are called udyapana. 

Besides the items mentioned above, it is the practice, parti¬ 
cularly of boys and common people in Maharastra, to hang up 
pots full of curds and buttermilk on the day after the birth of 
Krsna is celebrated, to play underneath the pot, sing songs and 
then pierce the pot and get drenched by curds and buttermilk 
running out from the holes made. This is probably due to the 
legends associated with Krsna’s boyhood among cowherds. The 
Bhagavata^^ expressly says that the cowherds sprinkled each 
other on Krsna’s birth with curds, milk, ghee, and smeared each 
other with these. This is called ‘Gopalakala in Maharastra. 
But this is not observed in other parts of India such as 
Saurastra. Surprisingly enough the KrsnajanmastamI festival 
does not, like the Ramanavami festival, figure in the Krtya- 
kalpataru on vrata. One cannot account for this omission. 
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But in the Naiyatakala section of the same work, a brief 
procedure of Krsnajanmastami (which is word for word the 
same in the Krtyaratnakara) different from the one specified 
above from the Tithitattva and other works, is set out. It is as 
follows: On the 8th of the dark half of Bhadrapada was born 
in Kaliyuga in the 28th (kalpa?), Krsna, son of Devaki, for 
removing the burden (of the earth) and the reduction of ksatriyas. 
He (his image) should therefore be worshipped on that day, as 
also (of) Devaki and Yasoda with sandalwood paste, flowers, 
incense, various fruits and foods and dishes prepared from 
barley and wheat together with cow’s milk. At night the 
devotee should keep awake with songs and dances. Then on 
the 9th about the time of aninodaya (4 ghatikas before 
sunrise) women dressed in red clothes and decked with garlands 
of flowers should carry the images of these (Krsna, Devaki and 
Yasoda) to a holy river bank or to a charming and unfrequented 
lake, wherein they should themselves take their bath and also 
bathe the images; then returning home they should eat a meal 
of barley together with jaggery, honey, ghee and black pepper. 

Before closing this account of JanmastamI reference must 
be made to a paper read in 1867 before the Berlin Akademie der 
Wissenschaften by the renowned German scholar, Prof. A. Weber. 
The subject of the paper was ‘An investigation into the origin 
of the festival of Krsnajanmastami’ and the paper was divided 
into four parts; the first dealt with the sources (an English 
translation of it by E. Eehatsek was published in Indian 
Antiquary voL VL pp. 161-180 and pp. 281-301), the 2nd dealt 
with ritual, the 3rd part was the most important and was con¬ 
cerned with a novel theory, viz. the ritual of Krsnastaml festival 
was something transferred from outside of India, that the 
description in the ritual of Krsna’s image as suckling at the 
mother’s (Devaki’s) breast was the keystone of the theory of this 
ritual as of foreign origin and that it was suggested by pictorial 
representations of the Madonna with a suckling child (Christ) 
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&c. An English translation of this part appeared in Indian 
Antiquary, voL III. pp. 21-25 and pp. 47-52. This paper, though 
it is a monument of learning and patient industry (for that 
period when very few Sanskrit books had been printed), gave 
rise to severe criticism owing to its fantastic and perverse 
conclusion about Krsnajanmastami ritual being borrowed from 
Christian representations of Christ and his mother Mary. In 
I. A. vol. III. p. 300 Growse attacked it very severely. In spite 
of all criticisms the tenacious German scholar stuck to his guns 
and launched an attack against his critics, particularly against 
Dr. Eajendralal Mitra, in I. A. vol. IX. pp. 226-229. As hardly 
any Sanskrit scholar in these days would espouse the theory 
put forward by Weber, I do not think that I should waste much 
time over a refutation thereof. Most European scholars, nurtured 
on the vaunted intellectual eminence of the ancient Greeks and 
on the intolerant attitude of Christianity towards other faiths, 
when they became acquainted with things Indian and studied 
Sanskrit, were obsessed (though not very obviously expressed) 
by two notions, viz. much in India that resembled what prevailed 
in the West must have been borrowed from the West and 
further, that Indians, who had allowed themselves to be invaded 
by outsiders and governed by foreigners for centuries, must not 
have been good at anything. These two notions gave rise to 
many untenable theories such as the following: the Ramayapa 
was borrowed from Homer’s Iliad, the art of writing was un¬ 
known to Panini, the Brahml script was based on Phoenician or 
Aramaic script, that the Gita was based on the Bible, that the 
very ancient Indian naksatra system was borrowed either from 
the Chinese, the Babylonians or Arabs. Most of such theories 
were the result of little knowledge and the non-recognition of 
certain common sense rules and have now been consigned to the 
limbo of deserved oblivion. The common sense rule is that when 
a thing or a state of things has existed for centuries in a certain 
country or among a certain people, the burden of proving that 
it was borrowed by that country or people from outside is very 
heavy on those who assert such borrowing; mere similarities 
can never he held to amount to any evidence of borrowing at 
all; scholars should be very chary of confidently asserting 
borrowing and should put forward their conclusions very cauti¬ 
ously. It would not be irrelevant to point out the main circum¬ 
stances on which Weber, often a champion of lost causes, relied 
for his theory. 
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The first is that in the ritual of KrsnastamI contained in 
Bome digests (that said that they borrowed the passage from 
Bhavisyottara) the image of Krsna was to be shown ^ as suckl¬ 
ing at the breast of Devaki, that this is a unique direction, that 
in the Ramanavami festival which is similar to Janmastami the 
image of Rama is not required to be suckling at the breast of 
Kausalya, that this detail was copied from the representation of 
the Madonna Lactans. Weber relied (vide I. A. voL III p. 51) on 
one De Bossi who said that pictures of infant Christ at the breast 
existed in 2nd century A. D. Weber brushed aside the testimony 
of other scholars that the Madonna with the child was a subject 
little known to the early Christian centuries and the opinion of 
other scholars that the representations of the Madonna Lactans 
are extremely rare in Byzantine and Russian art (I. A. vol HE 
p. 48) and almost always of very late date. Weber makes a 
mountain of a molehill. The image of Rama is also described as 
lying on the lap of the mother Kausalya.^^^ Further, all puranas 
do not provide that the image of Krspa was to be suckling at the 
breast. Hemadri, in describing the Jayantlvrata from the 
Puranas, shows that the image was to be on the lap of the mother 
Devaki.^ Was the Hindu imagination so poor that when they 
could describe the image of Rama or Krsna as lying on the 
mother’s lap they could not also imagine that it could be shown 
as suckling at the breast and had to run to the West to copy 
that detail from representations of the Madonna and the child 
thousands of miles away ? 

The 2ud point made much of by Weber was that Narada is 
represented as having brought from Sveta-dvipa (white land) the 
doctrine of salvation by faith. Weber holds that ^etadvlpa 
was Alexandria, while Lassen holds that it was Parthia. If we 
read the description of Svetadvipa in the Santiparva ( chapters 
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336-339) and in such Puranas as Vamana (chap. 25.16 and 60. 
56) and Kurma (I. 49) it would he clear that Svetadvipa was an 
imaginary or mythical place where everything was white, where 
Visnu and the gods dwelt and that it had no earthly existence 
at least in the minds of the authors who wrote the above works. 

The third important point according to Weber was that 
certain incidents in Krsna’s life such as Kaliya-mardana are 
similar to those in Christianity. Weber himself says that victory 
over Kaliya is a travesty of the Christian tradition of the serpent. 
It appears to me that there is nothing common between the two 
except the word serpent. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


Vratas of Haritalika, Ganesacaturthi, 
RsipancamI, Anantacaturdasi. 

On the 3rd tithi of the bright half of Bhadrapada occurs 
the Haritalikavrata for women alone. This vrata is not found 
in the Krtyakalpataru on vrata or in Hemadri. It is described 
only in the later medieval digests like the Nirnayasindhu 
(p.l33), Vratarka (folios 44 b-49 b), Vrataraja (pp. 103--110) and 
Ahalyakamadhenu (folios 282-295). It may, however, be noted that 
the Rajamartanda of Bhoja (first half of 11th century A.D.) devotes 
four verses to Haritalicaturthi on Bhadrapada 4th of bright 
half and says it is dear to Parvatl (two of them are quoted below 
in note).^2 It is very much in vogue among Maharastra women. 
The following is a brief description. The woman should take 
an oil and myrobalan paste bath and wear fine silken clothes. 
After referring to the tithi &c. the woman should make sankalpa 
as noted below.^ She should bow to Uma and Siva; she should 
offer worship to Uma by means of the 16 upacaras with 
appropriate mantras such as avahana (invoking to be present), 
asana (seat), padya, arghya &c. After offering flowers the per¬ 
former should carry out worship of the limbs of Uma from the 
feet in the form ‘ bow to Uma, I worship her feet ’ to the head. 
Then she should offer incense, lamp, naivedya, acamantya, 
fragrant substances like camphor and sandalwood for rubbing on 
the hands, betelnut, tambula, daks ip a, ornaments, nirajana 
(waving of a lamp). She should then offer worship to the several 
names of Uma (such as Gaurl, Parvatl &c.) and the several 
names of Siva (such as Kara, Mahadeva, Sambhu &:c.) and present 
a handful of flowers, and go round (pradaksina) the images of 
Uma and Mahesvara, make with an appropriate mantra in each 
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case an obeisance and a prayer and donate presents placed 
in vessels of wickerwork together with auspicious substances. 

This vrata is not prevalent in Bengal nor in Gujarat. 

It is provided by Madhava that^ if the third is mixed up 
with the 3nd tithi and the 4th tithi, the vrata is to be performed 
on the later day, provided the third tithi exists at least for a 
muhurta (two ghatikas) and then 4th tithi follows. 

In modern times women purchase coloured clay images of 
Parvati, of Sivalihga and a friend of Parvati and worship them. 

It is difficult to say why the vrata is called Haritalika. The 
Vrataraja^ (p. 108) says it is vrataraja (the prince among 
vratas) and was so called because Parvati was taken away (from 
home) by her friends. 

The Vrataraja contains a story said to have been narrated 
by Siva himself to Parvati about the vrata by performing which 
she secured him as her husband and also the position of being 
half of Siva’s body. The Varahapurana (chap. 22) contains a long 
narrative about the marriage of Gauri with Siva. 

On the 4th of the bright half of Bhadrapada is observed 
the festival of Ganesacaturthi in many parts of India (though 
not in Bengal or Gujarat). According to the Samayamayukha,^’ 
Ganesacaturthi is also called Varadacaturthi. The proper time 
for the performance is mid-day, as said by Brhaspati^ quoted 
in the Kalanirnaya. When Caturthi-tithi is mixed up with the 
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3rd tithi and also with 5th, then, if at midday there is caturthi, 
the one mixed with the 3rd is to be preferred. If at midday 
there is no caturthi, but on the next day there is caturthi at 
midday mixed with pahcami, then parariddha (i. e. mixed with 
the following 5th) is to be preferred.^^^ Briefly, the procedure is 
as follows. In modern times a clay image of Ganesa beautifully 
painted is brought, and pranapratistha is effected and worship is 
offered to Vinayaka with 16 upacaras; two dwrw tendrils with 
sandalwood paste are offered with each of ten names quoted 
below (i. e. in all 20 durva tendrils) and after reciting all the 
ten names together the remaining one ddrva (21st) is offered. 
21 modakas are got ready and placed before the image ; one is 
offered as naivedya, ten are donated to brahmanas, ten are eaten 
by the performer himself (or his family).^’^ The P. C. p. 94 and 
Vrataraja (pp. 144-151) give a more elaborate procedure. If 
Bhadrapada 4th of bright half falls on a Sunday or Tuesday this 
caturthi is called great {mahati). The important vedic mantra 
in the worship of Ganesa is Bg. II. 23. 1 = Tai. S. II. 3.14. 3 
(Gananam tva Ganapatim havamahe) which is really addressed to 
Brahmanaspati, but in medieval and modern conceptions Ganesa 
takes over the characteristics of that Vedic god. The number 
21 is important in Ganesacaturthi. 

The form of Ganesa to be contemplated upon is described 
as follows: ‘one should contemplate on God Siddhi- 

vinayaka who has only one tusk; whose ears are wide like a 
winnowing basket, who has ndga (snake) worn in the way of 
yajnopavUa and wields in his hands a snare and goad.’ 

In medieval times and also in modern times the popular 
belief was and is that if one happens to see the moon on Ganesa- 
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caturthi evening one is falsely charged with the commission of 
a theft or the like. If one sees the moon on that date by mistake, 
in order to escape the consequence of a false charge, one should 
repeat the Pauranika verse addressed by a child’s nurse to it ‘ A 
lion killed Prasenajit, the lion was killed by Jambavat; don’t 
cry, O Sukumaraka (or tender boy)! this is your Syamantaka 
jewel*,^^^ The story is referred to in Mausalaparva 3. 23 and is 
narrated in several Puranas. Vide Vayu 96. 20-52, Agni 175. 
40-44, Matsya chap. 45, Visnu-purana IV. 13. 3-18, Bhagavata 
X Uttarardha, Padma V. 13. 78-93 and VI. 276. 56,5-37, Brahma 
16.12-45. The Sun is said to have given to Prasena’s brother, 
Satrajit, the highly refulgent Syamantaka jewel that produced 
eight bharas of gold every day (Bhagavata X. 56.11); Krsna 
hankered after it but could not secure it. Prasena decked with 
the jewel went hunting and was killed by a lion, the latter in 
its turn was killed by the bear leader Jambavat, who took the 
jewel and entered his own lair with it. Satrajit and the Yadavas 
suspected Krsna as having brought about the death of Prasena 
for the sake of the jewel. Krsna, unable to bear the calumny, 
ultimately traced the corpses of Prasena and of the lion and 
entered the cave of Jambavat on hearing the above verse 
addressed by the nurse from inside the cave. Krsna fought 
inside the cave a duel with Jambavat and when Kxsna did not 
come out for days the Yadava followers of Krsna returned to 
Dvaraka and reported that Krsna was killed. Jambavat was 
defeated after 21 days (28 acc. to Bhagavata X. 58. 24), made 
peace with Krsna by giving in marriage his daughter Jambavatl 
to Krsna and the Syamantaka jewel as a dowry. Krsna on 
returning to Dvaraka handed over the jewel to Satrajit, brother 
of Prasena, and cleared himself of the false charge. Some 
Puranas like Vayu 96. 52 and Matsya45. 34 state that who- 
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ever knows this story about the clearance of Krsna from a false 
charge would not be liable to have a false charge made against 
him by any one. The Tithitattva^^ provides that if a man 
inadvertently sees the moon on the night of the 4th in Bhadra 
(sukla) he should repeat the verse of the nurse quoted above over 
some water, drink it and should listen to the story of the 
Syamantaka jewel. 

When Ganesa is worshipped on Bhadra 4th of bright half, 
that tithi is called, according to Bhavisya, Siva, when Ganesa is 
honoured on Magha-sukla 4 it is called Santa, and when on the 
4th of the bright half the weekday is Tuesday that caturthi is 
called Sukha. The three are respectively described in Hemadri 
(vrata) voL I pp. 512-513, pp. 513-514 and pp. 515-519. 

In modern times the worship of Ganesa lasts for one day 
and a half, for two days, 5 days, 7 days or till Anantacaturda^i 
(14tb of bright half of Bhadra), according to the usages of the 
people, their inclinations and their tastes. The image is then 
immersed in a well, tank or in the sea in a great procession. In 
certain parts of the Deccan and among common people it is 
customary to perform Gauripuja on 7th and 8th of Bhadrapada- 
sukla and immerse Gauri (represented by a sheaf of plants) and 
Ganesa image on the same day and at the same time on 9th. 

Ganesa is the most popular god in these days and it is the 
practice to invoke him at the beginning of every important 
undertaking or rite. He is the God of wisdom, the presiding 
deity of literature, the bestower of success and the destroyer of 
obstacles. 

About the antiquity of Ganesa worship and of images of 
Ganesa a good deal has been said in H. of Dh. vol. II. pp. 213-216 
and 725. A few matters not mentioned there may be set out 
here. The Brahmavaivarta-purana has a section called Ganesa- 
khanda (in 46 chapters), wherein several legends about Ganesa 
are dwelt upon. The Ganapatyatharvasirsa^, imitating the 
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style of such ancient Upanisads as the Taittiriya, Brhada- 
ranyaka and Chandogya, identifies Ganapati with the Highest 
Brahma. The Ahalyakamadhenu quotes passages from 
Bhavisyottara-purana on Ganesacaturthi. In I. A. voL 35 p. 60 
an archaeological and mystic explanation is offered about the 
mouse being the conveyance of Ganesa and his elephant head, 
which is fantastic and hardly convincing. Several legends are 
told about Ganesa, his elephant head, his single tusk. Vide 
Mukerji p. 9. One of the most fantastic is the one in the Varaha- 
purana (chap. 23) where it is said that from the laugh of Siva 
sprang a very handsome boy whom Parvati looked at with 
admiring eyes when Siva’s jealousy was roused and he cursed the 
boy to be elephant-headed and pot-bellied and then be relented 
and made him the chief of all Vinayakas. 

The Krtykalpataru (on vrata) pp. 84-87 quotes a passage 
from the Narasimha-purana^^ (chap. 26. 2-20) about Ganesa- 
caturthi-vrata, which also occurs among several vratas about 
Ganesa set out in Hemadri (on vrata vol. I pp. 510-512). It 
differs considerably from the celebration of Ganesacaturthi 
described above. A few important points are stated here. Ganesa 
is described as having one, two or four tusks and as having four 
arms. It is further stated that Ganesa causes obstacles {vighna) 
if not worshipped at the beginning of every undertaking. 
Ganei§a assumed the form of an elephant for effecting the 
purposes of gods and thereby frightened all danavas. 

On the 5th tithi of the bright half of Bhadrapada occurs the 
Bsipancami-vrata. It was meant for men of all varnas but is 
now mostly practised by women. Hemadri (on vrata, vol. I. 
pp. 568-572) describes the vrata at length quoting from the 
Brahmanda-purana. One should, after bathing in a river or the 
like and after performing his daily duties, repair to his agnihotra 
shed, should bathe with Paiicamrta the images of the seven sages 
and, anointing them with sandalwood paste and camphor, worship 
them with flowers, fragrant substances, incense, lamp, white 
clothes and yajfiopavitas and sumptuous naivedya and offer 
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them arghya ^ with the mantra noted below. One should, when 
engaged in this vrata, subsist on vegetables alone and observe 
celibacy. The result is freedom from all sins and from troubles 
of three kinds and the increase of one’s good fortune. If a 
woman performs this vrata she enjoys happiness, becomes 
endowed with good bodily form, beauty and sons and grandsons. 

Later medieval digests like the Vratarka (folio 90), 
Vrataraja (pp. 200-206) add details and a story from Bhavisyo- 
ttara narrated to Yudhisthira by Krsna. The sin of 
Brahmahatya (brahmana-murder), of which Indra became guilty 
by killing Vrtra, son of Tvastr, was distributed in four places 
viz. in Agni (the first flames mixed with smoke), rivers (turbid 
in the rains), mountains (on which trees exuding sticky gum 
grow) and among women (in their monthly illness). Therefore 
this vrata should be performed particularly by women for getting 
rid of the sin of contact during their monthly illness. 

The sankalpa is given below.^^"* Another detail is that the 
seven sages together with Arundhatl are to be worshipped. It is 
further provided that one should subsist on vegetables^ or 
nlvaras or syamaka grains or bulbous roots or fruits and should 
not eat anything produced by ploughing the land. Even in 
these days those who perform this vrata do not eat corn produced 
by employing oxen. In modern times if men perform the vrata 
the priest invokes for them seven sages with Vedic mantras viz. 
Bg. IX. 114. 2 (for Kasyapa), Bg. V. 78. 4 (for Atri), Bg. VI 25.9 
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(for Bharadvaja), Bg. X. 167. 4 (for Visvamitra), Bg. 1.78.1 
(for Gotama), Bg. HI. 62.18 (for Jamadagni), Bg. VII. 33.11 (for 
Vasistha). The mantra for Arundhati is quoted below.^ In 
this vrata the number seven is important. The vrata is to be 
performed for seven years, there are to be seven jars, seven 
brahmanas were to be invited to whom finally the images (made 
of gold or silver) of the seven sages were to be donated. If all 
the images were placed in one kalasa, then the jar with the 
images was to be donated to one brahmana and the others were 
to be given kalasas with clothes and daksina. 

If pancami is mixed up with the 4th tithi and the 6th tithi, 
one must perform the Bsipancami vrata on the 5th mixed with 
the 4th (purvaviddha) and not on 5th mixed with 6th, in accord¬ 
ance with the Ytigmavakya quoted above (n. 191). Besides, Harita 
expressly prohibits the acceptance of the 5th mixed with the 
6th in the words (5th tithi mixed with the 4th should be accepted 
and not the 5th joined to the 6th, both in the bright and dark 
halves and in rites for the gods and pitrs). But there is the most 
important rule laid down by Harita himself that in ail vratas 
comprising worship the tithi to be selected is the one that covers 
mid-day.^ Supposing that the 5th tithi does not cover mid-day 
when joined with 4th, but covers mid-day when joined with 6th, 
the latter (paraviddha) would have to be chosen. Hemadri would 
hold this latter view, while Madhava holds that everywhere 5th 
which is purvaviddha is to be accepted Hence there is diver¬ 
gence of view among the great writers. 

It appears that originally the Bsipancami-vrata was meant 
for the removal of sins for all, but later on it came to be specially 
provided for women; but it is not observed in Saurastra. 

On the 14th of the bright half of Bhadrapada is celebrated 
the Anantacaturdasi-vrata. It does not appear in the Krtya- 
kalpataru (on vrata). 

It consists chiefly in the worship of Hari as Ananta and in 
wearing on the the right hand in the case of men and on the left 

383. 

H . This is the for the of 

384. 3 * 

^ H \ m. f^. P* 186. 

385. m ^ 

I TO * ^ ••• • 

%. p* 134, irt* 

(p. 132) has the verse ‘ ^ 



152 


History of Dhannasastra [ Sec. I, Ch. VIII 


in the case of women a holy strap of thread dyed with saffron 
made of cotton or silk twisted into fourteen knots. It is an 
individual puja and not a festival of a socio-religious character. 
The Agnipurana (chap. 192, verses 7-10) gives a brief description 
as follows. On the 14th of the bright half one should worship 
the image of Ananta (Hari) which is made of darbha grass 
placed in a vessel for water (a jar). He should get ready flour of 
a prastha of paddy and make cakes from that, half of w^hich 
should be donated to a brahmana and the remaining half he 
should use for himself. One should perform this vrata on the 
bank of a river and listen to stories about Hari and (pray to 
Hari) as follows O Vasudeva! save (people) sunk in the great 
and endless ocean of samara and make them apply themselves 
to the contemplation of the form of Ananta; salutation to thee 
that hast numerous forms ! Having worshipped (Hari) with this 
mantra and having tied on one’s arm or round one’s neck a 
string of threads over which a mantra has been uttered, the 
person who performs the Anantavrata becomes happy. If Hari 
is Ananta, then fourteen knots may be deemed to symbolize the 
fourteen worlds created by Hari. 

Hemadri (on vrata vol. II. pp. 26-36) has an elaborate 
description of Anantavrata together with the story of Kaupdinya 
and his wife Sila told by Krsna to Yudhisthira. Krsna states 
that Ananta is one of his forms and identifies himself with Kala 
(Time) that is called Ananta. Ananta should be worshipped 
with the upacaras of sandalwood paste, incense, flowers, 
naivedya. 

In front of (the image of) Ananta should be placed a doi'aka 
dyed with saffron and having fourteen knots. The mantra 
(quoted in note) should be recited and the doraka should be 
tied on one’s arm, one should then dine with an easy mind 
after contemplating on Narayana as Ananta. In the story it is 
narrated how because the husband Kaundinya from youthful 
rashness and pride cut the Ananta thread tied round his wife’s 
hand he lost everything, then repented and was taken into 
favour by Ananta. The V. K. K. (pp. 324-339) describes at great 
length the procedure of Anantapuja together with stories taken 
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from the Bhavisyottara, and the Tithitattva also (p. 123) 
quotes portions from the Bhavisyottara. The Kalanixpaya 
(p. 279) expressly states that the Anantavrata is described in the 
Bhavisyottara and discusses a few verses therefrom. The 
Vratarka (folio 277a-'285a) describes this vrata at great length. 
Briefly it is this: first sahkalpa, then making a sarvato-bhadra 
mandala and placing a jar thereon, on which is placed a naga 
with seven hoods made of darbhas and in front of it a doraka 
with 14 knots, worshipping the doraka on the jar with 16 upa- 
caras with the Purusasukta (Rg. X. 90) and Pauranika mantras; 
14 devatas of the knots from Visnu to Vasus are invoked, then 
there is worship of the limbs from the feet upwards in such 
mantras as ‘ Anantaya namah padau pujayami,’ then a handful 
of flowers with the mantras of \^isnu, prayer to Ananta, tying 
the doraka with a mantra, casting away the old doraka after 
offering it worship. Salt is forbidden in this vrata. It was^ 
believed that if this vrata was performed for fourteen years, 
one reached the world of Visnu. 

There is a variance in the views of eminent writers about 
the exact time and the tithi for the vrata when 14th is mixed 
with other tithis (13th or Paurpima). Madhava^ holds that 
mid-day is not the karmakala in this vrata, but that tithi which 
exists at sunrise for three muhurlas is the most suitable one for 
Anantar-vrata. The Nirpayasindhu holds^ that Madhava was 
mistaken because he relied for his decision on a general rule that 
the principal tithi to be accepted is the one that covers mid-day, 
that the Anantavrata is not mentioned in other purapas and also 
in other digests and that the passages of the Bhavisya and 
Skanda quoted by others are baseless and unauthoritative. 

There are even in these days many persons who engage in 
the Anantacaturdasi-vrata, but their numbers are rapidly 
diminishing. 
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CHAPTER IX 

Navaratra or Durgotsava 


From the 1st of Asvina bright half to the 9th is celebrated 
the Durgapuja festival, otherwise called Navaratra, observed all 
over India in some form or other. Some of the works provide 
that Durgotsava must be celebrated in both Sarad (Asvina-sukla) 
and Vasanta (in Caitra-sukla). But it is the Durgotsava^ of 
Asvina that is celebrated in a grand style, particularly in 
Bengal, Bihar and Kamarupa. 

If a person is unable to celebrate the festivaP^ for nine 
days, he should do so for three days beginning from the 7th tithi 
of Asvina-sukla. In fact, the Tithitattva^^^ puts forward several 
alternative periods for Durgapuja as follows: (1) from the 9th 
tithi of the preceding dark half of Purnimanta Asvina to the 
9th tithi of Asvina-sukla; (2) from the first tithi of Asvina 
sukla to 9th; (3) from the 6th to the 9th; (4) from the 7th to 
the 9th; ( 5) from the Mahastami to the 9th, (6) only on the 
MahastamI; (7) only on the Mahanavaml. Most of these 
alternatives find support in the Kalika and other Puranas. 
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There is a voluminous literature on Durgotsava. Every 
digest on vratas, tithis and puja devotes considerable space to 
this subject. Moreover, there are special treatises on Durgotsava 
or Navaratra, such as the Durgotsavaviveka of Sulapani, the 
Durgapuja-prayogatattva (published by the Sanskrit Sahity 
Parishad, 1934) of which the Durgarcanapaddhati of Raghu- 
nandana (published by Jivananda, vol. II) is a part, Durgabhakti* 
tarahginl of Vidyapati,^^^ the Navaratra-pradipa of Vinayaka 
alias Nanda-pandita, the Durgotsavapaddhati by XJdayasiihha 
(3nd half of 15th century A. D. ).^^ Besides these, the 
Markapdeyapurana (chapters 78-90 in Venk. Press ed. and 
81-93 in Banerji’s) contains what is called Devlmahatmya^ 
(or Saptasati or Candl) in which are described the appearance 
of Devi from the accumulated tejas of Vispu, Sankara, Agni 
and other gods, her getting different weapons from the several 
gods such as the trident from Siva, discus from Visnu, 
Vajra from Indra, her victory over and slaughter of the 

394. For tbe opening lines of this work, vide I. A. vol. 14 p. 192 ; it 
iwas published at Darbhanga in 1900 A. D. in Devanagarl script. Reference itt 
made to the pages of this edition in the following. 

395. Vide I. H. Q. vol. 21. pp. 227-231 for remarks on this work. 

396. Modern scholars generally hold that the Devimahatmya, of which 

the oldest known ms. is dated in 998 A. D. (as stated in Winternlts’s 
•History of Indian Literature, English Translation, 1927, p. 565 note 2) 
was later inserted in the Markandeyapurana. Though the Devimahatmya is 
called Sapta^ti (collection of 700 verses), the total number of verses there* 
in is only about 573 to 590 in different mss. and editions The Venk, press 
edition in chap. 78-90 has 589 and K. M. Banerjea'sfn chap. Sl-93 has 573. 
Nagojibhatta in his com. on remarks (folio 55 b) 

J ^ The number 700 is 

made up by looking upon words like as and half verses as full 

verses and so on. The 13 chapters are divided into three parts, chap. 1 
being chap. 2-4 being and 5-13 being The 

77 or 78 verses of the 1st chapter (swjTRrf^) are made into 104 mantras vi*. 

14. 24, 66. The is 

a Vedic hymn or verse with metres, and (for 

1. Besides, some verses are described as (armour), 
others as (bolt for fastening) and still others as (pin, the i nnw 

syllables of a mantra): 

tn^ These three aife and ) are outside the ^ 

The chap. 95 is to some extent different 

from the description in the other Puranas. It appears to be the earUesI 
Paur^ika version of the slaughter of Mahi^sura. 
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great demon Mahisasura, and of the demons Canda and Munda, 
Sumbha and Nisumbba. The Kalikapurana, fche Brhan-nandike- 
svara-purana^^^ and the Devipurana also devote considerable 
space to Durga and her puja. I have used, though not much, the 
English work on Ehirga-puja by Pratapachandra Ghosh published 
so far back as 1871. My endeavour will be to give as briefly as 
possible an account of all the salient features of this great reli¬ 
gious worship and festival from the Sanskrit texts themselves. 

This puja is nitya as well as kamya it is the first because 
the Kalikapurana (63. 12-13) prescribes that whoever, through 
laziness, hypocrisy, hatred or stupidity, does not celebrate the 
great festival of Durga has all his desires frustrated by the angry 
Devi; it is also kamya because rewards are promised when one 
celebrates Durgotsava ‘ all should always perform the worship of 
Devi in order to secure incomparable eminence which confers the 
punisarthas, viz. Dharma, Artha, Kama andMoksa’ and ‘one 
should worship Bhavani for pleasing her, for happiness in that 
year, for the destruction of evil spirits and goblins and for 
delight* (Tithitattva p. 65). The original purposes and objects 
of this festival were high and noble as stated in the Devi¬ 
purana ^ “This is a great and holy vrata conferring great 
siddhisy vanquishing all enemies, conferring benefits on all people, 
especially in great floods; this should be performed by brahmanas 
for solemn sacrifices and by ksatriyas for the protection of the 
people, by vaisyas for cattle wealth, by sudras desirous of sons and 
happiness, by women for blessed wifehood and by rich men who 
hanker for more wealth; this was performed by Sankara and 
others But in course of time, the objects were brought down to 
the ordinary level as stated in the Devimahatmya^ ‘by listening 


397. I could Dot secure a copy of the HandikesVarapurana. The Devi¬ 
purana was published in the Vahgavasi series in Calcutta in »ka 1832 
( 2 nd ed.). 

398. srf^rf%rrTi ^ 

I p. 36, 

399. ^ I i 

^^ I nhrmS ^ » 

linn \ nwoci 

q. by t. on an vol. I. p. 901, p. 359, 5 . h. d. p. 16, fn. n. p. 67. 

^400. my ?n^fi 

chap. 89. 11-12. 
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with devotion to my greatness in the great annual puja per¬ 
formed in autumn, a man becomes free from all troubles and 
becomes endowed with wealth and agricultural produce by my 
favour’. The exaggerated importance of this Durga-puja will be 
clear from one verse of the Bhavisya ‘ rites like Agnihotra, 
solemn sacrifices described in the Vedas and completed with 
daksipa are not equal even to one hundred-thousandth part of 
the worship of Candika.’^^ 

This Durgapaja is very cosmopolitan in character. It could 
be performed not only by persons belonging to the four varnas, 
but even by those who were outside the pale of the caste system. 
Durga-puja has a congregational character and is not purely 
religious, but has also a social element in it (such as inviting 
friends and treating them &c.). The Bhavisyapurana^^ says 
‘Devi should be worshipped (in her shrine) on Vindhya 
mountain, in all places, cities, houses, villages and forests by 
brahmanas, ksatriyas, kings, vaisyas, sudras, who are full of 
devotion, who have taken a bath and who are cheerful and jolly, 
by mlecchas and other men (such as pratilomas) and by women*. 
In another place the Bhavisya states^ ‘Durga is worshipped by 
various groups of mlecchas, by all dasyus (thievish tribes or 
outcaste Hindus), by people from Anga, Vanga and Kalinga, by 
kinnaras, Barbaras (non-Aryans) and Sakas*. Later medieval 
writers were careful to point out that mlecchas had no adhikara 
to perform japa or homa or puja with mantras through a 
brahmana as sudras had, but they could only mentally resolve 
to offer in honour of Devi animals as offerings and wine^ also 
and do so. 


w q. by p. 309. 

402. ^ 

^ I ^ ^ ^ * ••• 

hptI: 1 dQfejHffig by 

on 3 ^ I. p. 910, 3. P* 08, p. 164, P* 201, P* 267. 

403. q# 

q. by p. 357. R f^. p. 114, 3. p. 68, 


p. 410. 

P* 291. 
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It is stated in the Skanda and Bhavisya^^ puranas that the 
worship of Candika in autumn (Asvina) is of a threefold 
character; viz. sattviki, rajasi and tamasi; the sattviki worship 
is effected by japa, by offering nalvedija in which there is no 
meat; and japa consists in reciting the texts of the puranas in 
which the greatness of Devi is described; rajasi worship is 
effected by offering a bali and with naivedya which contains 
flesh; that is tamasi worship which is effected by the offerings 
of wine and meat and from which japa is absent and which is 
without mantras; this last is approved among Kiratas (i. e. forest 
tribes and the like). Raghunandana adds^ in his Prayascitta- 
tattva that the offering of wine in Ehirgapuja relates to ages 
other than the Kali age (i. e. other than the present age). 

It has been stated above (pp. 110-111, n. 280) that the principal 
gods are deemed to go to sleep for four months on different tithis 
from the pratipad (1st) of Asadha-sukla to the 15th. Therein 
Durga is said to go to sleep on the 8th of the bright half of Asadha. 
Therefore, in Asvina she would be asleep. Hence the texts provide 
for the rousing {bodhana) of Devi from sleep. As usual there are 
conflicting views. The Tithitattva^ notices the views of some 
that if the Devi is to be worshipped as having 18 arms she was 
to be roused on the 9th of the dark half preceding Asvina bright 
half, but that if she was to be worshipped as possessing ten arms 
then the bodhana was to be on the 6th (of the bright half of 
Asvina). Raghunandana does not accept this and holds that the 
bodhana of Devi with ten arms was to be either on the 9th (of the 
preceding dark half) or on the 6th (of the bright half of Asvina). 
If the performer begins on the 9th of the dark half the sahkalpa 
will be as noted below.^ He may, however, begin on the first 


^ cfTTOT 5ft I 

^ #fcn II 5T. p. 68, 5RT. R pp. 269-270. 


406. ^ * 

vol. I.) 


p. 520 (jiv. 


407. am I 

R 5T. p. 71. 


408. amn^ 

I p. 660. 
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tithi of Asvina bright half and then the bodhana will be on the 
6th of the bright half. If he begins on the pratipad the sahkalpa 
will be as noted below.^®^ Then he should recite Bg. VII. 16.11 
‘God^^® Dravinodas specially desires your ladle filled (with 
offering); may you pour out (Soma) or fill (the vessel with Soma); 
the god then immediately comes down Then he should establish 
a ghata (a jar with a peculiar shape, the central portion bulging 
out, the neck narrow and the brim being broad and open), fill 
it with water, place twigs of mango and other sacred trees there¬ 
on and worship Durga with the 16 or 5 upacaras. Then he should 
offer materials such as sandal-wood paste, myrobalan for purify¬ 
ing the hair and also a comb.^^^ On the 2nd tithi he should 
offer a silken ribbon for keeping the hair in position, on the 
third alaktaka (red lac) dye for reddening the feet, veimilion for 
putting it on the head, a mirror for observing the face; on the 
4th tithi he should offer TTiac/ZiwparA'a (to the goddess), a silver 
piece having the shape of a tilaka (for the forehead) and col- 
lyrium as decoration for the eyes; on the 5th tithi he should 
offer sandalwood paste, unguents and ornaments according to 
his means. 


P- 663. This follows from q by p. 21 

410. ^ qx 

VII, 16.11. Vide VIH. 1-3 for a discussion about 

whether he is Indra or Agni. No vedic mantra could be recited according to 
Dharmasastra works by a sudra, who was simply to utter *namah‘ (salu¬ 
tation) after contemplating on the deity (here Durga); vide X. 60 

and I. 121 

* God may be worshipped without an image by means of the ghata 
alone. 

411. (^rri) Qcftqiq i ^ 

^ HUT * JT^Si 3 I 

q- byj, h. h. 

p. 20. The summarises the acts to be performed from the 4th 

tithi to the 9th as follows:—• qnftq 3 
\ q R i ^i^^i arc^qt \ ^ qf^ 

iqTI%3T©;» 62. 18-20. 
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If he starts Durgapuja-utsava from the 6th tithi either 
conjoint with Jyestha-naksatra or without it he should go in 
the morning near a bilva tree, should utter the sahkalpa noted 
below,repeat VII. 16. 11, establish a ghata, should worship 
the bilva tree as Durga. If he has already started the utsava 
on pratipad, then he should go near a bilva tree in the evening 
conjoint with Jyestha or without it (and even if sasthi has 
expired before evening, then in the evening without sasthi) and 
rouse Devi with the mantra ‘ for the destruction of Havana 
and in order to favour Eama, Brahma, O goddess, in former 
times roused you at an unusual time; therefore, I also awaken 
you in the evening of the 6th tithi of Asvina.’ After thus 
awakening Devi he should invite the bilva tree with the words 
‘O bilva tree! born on the top of Srisaila and the abode of 
Laksmi, I have to take you; come, you are to be worshipped as 
Durga.’ Then he should, after taking each of the substances 
mentioned below and accompanying each with a mantra, place 
them on the bilva tree and make it an auspicious dwelling place 
for Durga. The substances for making a holy residence for 
Devi are; earth or clay, sandalwood paste, pebbles, coriander, 
durva grass, flowers, fruits, curds, ghee, svastika, vermilion, 
conch-shell, collyrium, rocana (yellow pigment), mustard seeds, 


(as in note 409 above ) I 

p. 663. 

413, TOgr f 5TVT • $ 414^14^ 

sfrR^irT^ i 

I t. onBRfvol. I. pp. 906-907, h. ?T. pp. 69-70. The 
(p. 664 ) has the passage from > but adds before 

the verse one verse viz. nm I 

H K The refers to the legend that 

Devi brought about the war between Rama and Havana for seven days and 
that Havana was killed on the 9th tithi of AsVina-sukla ( chap. 62. 28 ). Vide 
5 . H. ?T- PP- 19-20 for a passage from similar to the one from 

414. »Tnr€f ^ 

^ TO I ^ 1 

^ cTW ^ I p. 664. 

Svastika is explained by Mr. Ghosh in his note on p. XLVI ' It is made of 
dough of rice. It is moulded by brahmana ladies and painted yellow. It 
is supposed to represent the generative principle of the deity. It is shaped, 
like a triangle. * 
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gold, silver, copper, whisk, mirror, lamp, prasasHpatra { a broad- 
plate ). Then he should repair to the pandal erected for Durga- 
puja, perform acamana, should bind together with Aparajita 
creeper twigs or leaves of nine plants so as to form one bundle 
or sheaf, viz. plantain, pomegranate, coriander, turmeric. Arum 
Indicum, Arum colocacia, bilva, asoka and jayantl. Each of 
these substances is accompanied by an appropriate separate 
mantra. 

He should offer worship to the bundle of nine plants and 
to the image (of Durga) and make the Devi abide in the bilva 
tree with sandalwood (and other substances mentioned above). 
The rousing (bodhana) of the Devi and the invitation to the 
bilva tree are separate and are done with separate mantras 
(Tithitattva pp. 75-76). The two may be done at the same time 
if 6th tithi exists in the evening; but if it does not exist in the 
evening then bodhana may be done on the 6th and invitation 
on the 7 th or bodhana may be done in the morning and invita¬ 
tion in the evening. The clay image of Durga together with 
the twig of bilva is to be entered in the house and worshipped. 
The details of the complicated discussion are not set out here. 

Then follow acts to be done on the 7th tithi. On the 7th 
tithi conjoint with mula-naksatra or without it the performer 
after taking a bath approaches a bilva tree, worships it, folds 
his hands and says ‘ O blessed bilva tree! you are always dear 
to Sankara; after taking from you a branch I shall perform 
Durga worship; O Lord! you should not feel pain due to the 
cutting of a branch; O bilva I prince among trees, salutation 
to youP After saying this he should cut off from the bilva 
tree a branch other than one in the south-west or north-west 
and endowed with a couple of fruits (or without fruit) with 
the mantra noted below.*^^ Then he should take the branch, 
come to the place of worship (the mandapa or the like) and place 
it on a pitha (a seat). Then taking white mustard grains he 

415. t ^ 

I n. P- 77 and ^i | V4 ° P- 664: ^ ^ 

I l Rr. Rr. P- 173 quoting 

the same is quoted from t>y P* ^72 (reads 

5 . tT- p. 31 

p. 401, 


H. D. 21 
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throws them with two mantras and effects the driving away of 
goblins, evil spirits, raksasas, Vinayakas that cause obstacles, 
takes up an offering of boiled rice and masa pulse and requests 
Kali who is surrounded by goblins to accept that bali for protec¬ 
tion against the evil spirits and prays her to confer upon him¬ 
self all his objects in return for the offering of the balL He 
then establishes the bundle of (the leaves and twigs) of nine 
plants tied together with Aparajita creeper and the bilva branch. 
He worships the latter with ‘ salutation to the bilva branch ’ and 
honours Camunda on the bilva branch and the clay image with 
the words ‘this is padya (water for washing the feet), salutation to 
Camunda* and addresses the bilva branch with the mantra quoted 
in n. 413 above. Then he utters the mantra ‘O Camunda’ I move, 
move, make others move, enter my house quickly and go to the 
place of worship, svaha *. Then he establishes the ghata^ worships 
the nine plants and five devatas, establishes the image on a seat 
and the bundle of nine plants to its right to the accompaniment 
of songs and instrumental music and places the bilva branch in 
a copper vessel near the (image of) Devi and performs the prana- 
pratistha^^ (vivifying or endowing with life) of the image of the 
Devi and of Ganesa and other deities in the manner provided in 
the Durgarcanapaddhati (p. 666) and Tithitattva (pp. 77-78). 
Then he should, after taking in his hand husked rice-grains and 
flowers, contemplate upon the form of Devi. Then the 
Durgarcanapaddhati (pp. 666-667) quotes a long but finely 
worded passage from the Matsya; the corresponding passage 
from the Kalikapurana may be briefly rendered as follows 


417. The on is quoted in the p. 338. 

in his (PP* 506-507) describes at length of gods in 

images, basing himself on the 23rd of Vide my notes 

(p. 112) to the edition of the where a long passage from 

is quoted. 

^ 

^ 1 ^ %57TT: ^ 

(fw?) cmr i 

{Continued on next page ) 
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Devi possesses a mass of hair, her head ornament is the crescent 
of the moon, she has three eyes, her face resembles a lotus and 
(full) moon, her complexion is like molten gold, she is well 
formed and has charming eyes, she is endowed with blooming 
youth, decked with all kinds of ornaments, has charming teeth, 
looks keen and has full and upraised breasts, her posture is such 
that she is bent at three places, she has crushed the demon 
Mahisa, she has ten arms long and soft like lotus stalks, she 
holds a trident in the right hand and a sword and discus below 
that (trident) in order, a sharp arrow and sakti (missile) in the 
group of her arms, a shield, a fully bent bow, a noose, a goad 
(held in order) from above and a bell and axe should be held in 
the left hand from below; under her one should show a headless 
buffalo from which rises a demon with a sword in his hand, who 
is pierced in the region of the heart by the trident (of Devi), who 
(demon) possesses teeth set awry, whose body is dyed red with 
blood, whose eyes are bloodshot and distended, who is encircled 
by a noose of snakes, whose face is rendered fearful by his curved 
eyebrows, whose hair is seized by Durga with the left hand hold* 
ing a noose, whose mouth emits blood; one should exhibit Devl’d 
lion; the right foot of Devi (should be shown) as resting evenly on 
the lion’s back and her left foot toe (resting) a little higher on 
the demon. 

Then the performer should put a flower on his head, take 
flowers and rice grains in his hand and make an invocation 
(avahana) with two mantras to Durga to be present in the bilva 
branch and establish her with the prayer to bestow long lifei 
health and prosperity. He offers to the Devi the several 
upacaras of asana, padya, arghya &c. Then he should go near 
the sheaf of nine plants and repeat the mantra “O blessed Durga! 
come, enter into the (sheaf of) plants; this is your place in the 
mortal world; I throw myself on your mercy ”I So saying he 
should worship Devi in the ghata (jar) with ten or five upacaras 

( Continued from last page ) 

61,11-20, The (260, 56-66) has almost the same verses (with 

a few variations) that are quoted by 5 . h. pp* 4-5 and 75-76, f 8 r. 
pp. 413-414, pp. 666-67, and by cf. Q. p. 285. For 

reads cl^and reads and read 

and yfifo read for fihTf*—probably 

refers to which was held to be a sign of beauty among women or it 

means that the figure of Devi should be shown as bent in three parts erf the 
body, (pp. 5-6) quotes chi 1 ^ 4)1 S^|OI also for description of 

with 16 arms. On p. 6 ( 5 . is described as 
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or with flowers and sandalwood paste with separate mantras for 
each of the nine plants (mentioned in note 415) in the form 
*Hrim, om, kadallsthayai brahmapyai namah’ and so on 
(Durgarcanapaddhati^^^ p. 669). Then he should worship 
Durga with padya and other iipacaras and offer a kid or the 
like as an offering. The kid or he-buffalo should be dark and 
should be at least five years old.^^ 

Much has been written about the sacrifice of animals in 
Durgapuja. Only a few points can be dealt with here. The 
Kalika-purana enumerates the following animals as fit for sacri¬ 
fice in honour of Durga and Bhairava^^^ ‘birds, tortoises, croco¬ 
diles, fish, deer of nine kinds, buffalo, gavaya (Gayal), bull, goat, 
mongoose^ boar, rhinoceros, black antelope, sarabha (a fabulous 
animal), lion, tiger, a human being and blood from one’s own 
(i. e. the performer’s) body; but the females of the species 
specified above were not to be offered as halt and the 
person whe did so would go to hell. This was probably a con¬ 
cession to placate Devi who might have a soft corner for a bali 


419. The procedure in the Durgarcana-paddhatt is very elaborate ; for 
reasons of space I have not reproduced the whole; but have mentioned only 
the salient features. 


420. The sixteen upacaras in the worship of Durga are slightly different 
from the usual upacaras noted above, (p. 34 note 77 ); 

I W. f%. p. 383. The ( chapters 72 and 73 ) 

contains a long dissertation on the 16 upacaras. There are special provisions 
about the fragrant substances, incense etc. to be used in the worship of 
Devi. I ^ I ^ ^ ^ 

I %svT ^ 5 T^HI H ^ p. 11 . ijqFff 

M gfd^TfTr ll q. by g. tT. 

p.l3; the h. (p. 95-99) describes at length the various kinds of naivedya 
to be offered to Durga, 

^421.^ I 

%5n5^iur q. by j. > 7 . cf. p, 54 


422. qr^ut: qr^rqr in?n (qiq- 
q i l^roRmaj fR: 1 

1 qRqTlRai: I qwtJTT qnv ^ fl$iqq: I 

1 71,3-5, 95-96j q. by 5 . H. tT- P« 53. 

^ PP* 394-395 reads ); vide j. vf. p. 52 for a verse 

similar to the first and explanation of * ^rqR^ > as * 
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of her own sex. The bali should have no defect and should not 
be one whose tail or ears were cut off. Though the above list of 
victims that may be offered is long, usually only goats and 
he-buffaloes were sacrificed. It is said ^ ‘ the Devi that resides 
on Vindhya is not so well pleased with the offerings of flowers, 
incense, and unguents and of other animals as she is pleased 
with offerings of rams and he-buffaloes’. The Varsa-kriya- 
kaumudi^^ quotes “one should never offer to the great Devi a 
horse or elephant; if a brahmana offers a lion, a tiger or a human 
being (as bah) he would go to hell and even in this world he would 
have a short life and would be devoid of happiness and prosperity; 
if (a brahmana) offers his own blood, he would be guilty of 
suicide. If a brahmana offered wine he would lose his status as 
a brahmana. When wine is laid down as a necessary offering 
he should offer cocoanut water in a vessel of bell-metal or honey 
in a copper vessel.” But there were texts that contradict this. For 
example, it is said in the Kalikapurana ‘ goat, he-buffalo, human 
being are declared to be bali, mahabali and atibali, respectively.’ ^ 
It has to be remembered that though an animal is killed still 
what is offered to the Devi is generally blood and the head of 
the victim. The Kalikapurana^ says ‘blood purified by the 
recitation of mantras over it and the head (of a victim) are said 
to be nectar; in the worship (of Devi) the adept worshipper 


q. by f. on hh vol. 1 p. 909. 


424. ^ insnft 

50 71.46-51 q. by fgff. p. 397. The latter adds before the 

verse * RffH cTsr 55 T: 1 m H * 

which is 71,112-113. 


tt f. P. 53. 

426. ^ 1 

^ ^ t ^ ^ 

9 71.20-22 q.byf^.^. p^82, which remarks 

(c5tf|w) and * 3 T^ and quotes 

the verse in support viz. 

1 ST?frt 

^ «; vide ABORI vol. 36 p.327. Th is last ver se 

Is q. by R p. 515 as by R tf. p. 86 ( from b 
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should offer flesh rarely (if at all) except blood and the head, 
which (two) become nectar.” The Kalikapurana further states 
that Siva (Ihirga) partakes of the head as well as the flesh of the 
victim, that one should offer in puja the blood and head of the 
victim, but the wise (devotee) should employ flesh in edibles and 
in homa. The Durgarcanapaddhati (pp. 669-671) prescribes an 
elaborate ritual about killing the hali and offering its blood 
and head and the rites and mantras slightly differ according as 
the bali is a goat, a buffalo or the performer’s own blood 
The^^ hali is made to face the east, the sadhaka (devotee) 
faces the north and repeats certain mantras one of which is Vaj. 
S. 23.17 *Agni was the animal to be sacrificed. They sacrificed 
with him, he conquered this world (the earth) on which Agni 
exists; that will be your world, you will conquer that world, 
drink this water. Vayu (wind God) was the animal &c.; the Sun 
was the animal &c.’ Another mantra is Manu V. 39 (=Visnu- 
dharmasutra 51.61=Kalika 71.39) viz. ‘animals were created by 
Brahma himself for serving the purpose of sacrifice, for the 
well-being of sacrifice and of all; therefore killing (an animal) in 
a sacrifice is no killing (does not cause the sin or blame of 
ordinary killing )’. He should place on the head of the bali 
a flower with a mantra; then he sprinkles water with kusas over 
the bali and then worships the sword with the mantra ‘you 
are the tongue of Candika and you accomplish heaven (for the 
worshipper); Hrim, Srim, O sword I ’. The performer contemplates 
on the sword as described in Tithitattva (p. 81) and Durgarcana¬ 
paddhati (p. 670), honours it with sandalwood paste and the rest 
and repeats eight names of the sword, bows to it, takes it up 
with the words‘Am, Hrim, Phat’and with one stroke cuts off 
the victim facing the east (while the performer faces the north) 
or facing the north (while the performer faces the east). Then 
he collects blood in a vessel of clay or other material, places it 
before the Devi and offers it with the words ‘ this is the blood of 
the goat; Om, O JayantiT and says ‘Aim, Hrim, Srim, O 
Kausiki 1 May she be pleased by the blood.* Then he offers the 
head of the bali (goat or the like) placing on the head a lamp 
with a flaming wick. He then takes blood from the sword (with 
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which the animaVs neck was cut) and makes a tilaka mark with 
it on his forehead with two mantras. It was supposed that the 
tilaka of blood would make all persons amenable to the person 
who had that blood mark on the forehead as the mantra quoted 
below expresses. When the bali is a buffalo, the mantras 
repeated over a goat are omitted and two others are substituted 
viz. ‘ as you hate a horse and as you carry Candika, so kill my 
enemies and bring happiness, O buffalo; you are the vehicle of 
Yama, you possess excellent form, you who are deathless; bestow 
on me long life, wealth, fame, a bow to you who are a buffalo’. 
The fruit of offering buffalo’s blood to Devi was deemed to be her 
gratification and favour for a hundred years. Then he performs 
japa of a mantra ( quoted in note and also certain verses of 
laudation and asks for certain benefits (Durgarcana. p. 672).^29 

The Kalikapurana in a long passage^ provides gradually 
rising periods of times for which Durga becomes gratified by 
the offering of the blood of various animals. A few might be 
cited here: Durga secures satisfaction for one month by the 
(offering of the) blood of fishes and tortoises, and for two months 
by (the blood of) crocodiles; by the blood of the black antelope 
and of the boar Devi is pleased for twelve years and by the blood 
of buffalo and rhinoceros for a hundred years; by the blood of 
the lion, the sarabha and from the performer’s body Devi is 
gratified for a thousand years and by a human being as a bali 
for a thousand years.” There was a revulsion cf feeling against 
blood sacrifices in some hearts and so even the Kalika provides^ 
that the offerings of kusmanda (pumpkin-gourd) and sugarcane 
stalks, intoxicants and asavas (spirits distilled from molasses, 
flowers or herbs) are like (animal) victims and gratification 
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(to the Devi) is the same as by the offering of a goat. But even 
in these days castes deemed higher, even including brahmanas, 
offer goats and rarely buffaloes to Durga, if that is the custom of 
the caste or family. I understand that many families of learned 
brahmanas such as the Bhattacaryas of Bhatpara in West 
Bengal sacrifice fruits and vegetables in lieu of animals. The 
Ahalyakama-dhenu^^ says that some Vaisnavas regard the night 
when victims are killed as horrible and do not eat food or even 
drink water on that night and that among brahman a castes the 
offering (bali) should be in the form of kusmanda and the like 
or flour images of animals or simple ghee should be offered. As 
to other castes also it has been declared that Kusmanda, bilva 
fruit, sugarcane stalks may be cut into pieces. 

The convenient belief from very ancient times has been that 
a victim offered in sacrifice to gods and pitrs went to heaven. 
Hg. 1.162.21«3 ( = Vaj. S. 23. 16) and Manu V. 42 say so. 
Hemadri quotes verses saying that all the animals such as the 
buffalo that are employed for (gratifying) Devi go to heaven 
and those that kill them incur no sin.^ 

The foregoing is somewhat of a digression, as the holi is 
generally to be sacrificed on the 9th and as the rites of even of 
the 8th have not yet been described. On the MahastamI con¬ 
joined to Purvasadha-naksatra or without it, the devotee after 
taking a bath and sipping water, should face the east or north, 
sit on a seat of darbhas^ perform purification of himself and the 
body which is made up of five elements by repeating separately 
the mystic letters ‘yam, ram, lam, vam’ in the manner set out 
on p. 673 of Durgarcanapaddhati; then he performs prawayama, 
and then nyasa on the several parts of the body from the heart 
and head to the feet. He sprinkles over himself and the 
materials of worship water contained in a vessel of conch-shell 
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and the like and over which he mutters eight times the mantra 
‘Hrim, Om Durgayai namah’, he contemplates on Durg&as 
described on p. 163 and note 418 above, places a flower on hia 
head, mentally offers upacaras (to Devi), again contemplates on 
Devi’s form and then offers the upacaras from asana (seat) to 
pranama (as indicated in note 420 above) with appropriate 
brief mantras. Then he offers worship to several goddes^s to 
the right side, front side and left side of Devi with brief mantras 
and to the Matrs^ (64 are enumerated in Durgarcanao. pp. 676-. 
677, or 32, or 16 or 8) according to one’s ability .with five 
upacaras or with sandalwood paste and flowers and to the eight 
matrs Brahmani &c. Then there is angapuja (worship of Devi’s 
limbs) from heart and head to the feet. Then worship is offered 
to her weapons such as trident, sword, discus, sharp arrow, shield, 
fully strung bow, the noose, goad, bell; and then her lion-seat is 
honoured and also armour, whisk, umbrella, flag and flag-staff^ 
drum, conch. Separate mantras are recited in connection with 
the puja of each of these, as laid down in Durgarcanapaddhati 
pp. 678-681, in the Nirnayasindhu pp, 179-181 (which quotes 
them from Visnudharmottara) and other works. They are all 
passed over here for saving space. Then he goes near the sheaf 
of nine plants and worships it with five upacaras or with sandal¬ 
wood paste and flowers offered to each separately. Then he 
makes an offering of ma^ pulse and boiled rice. 

On the day on which there is Mahastamipuja the performer 
observes a fast. But a householder^ who has a son should not 
observe a fast on the MahastamL He should follow one of the 
alternatives specified above in note 252 (naktam havi^annam 
dec). Whatever procedure about food he may follow, he, keeping 
himself pure and observing the rules of conduct for vrata, should 
worship Devi; he should offer worship on the MahastamI and on 
the 9th with baits ; he should take leave (of Devi) on the 10th with 
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Sravaca-naksatra after performing the Sahara festival. When 
the last quarter of Sravana (naksatra) is running then he should 
give a send-off to Devi on the 10th tithi. The Tithitattva^ 
positively asserts that a fast is to be observed on the same day 
on which Mahastami-puja is performed. 

On this 8th tithi the performer has to honour maidens, feed 
them and brahmanas also. He may honour a maiden or maidens 
from the first to the 9th tithi, but he must do so at least on 8th, 
The Devlpurana^® says “Durga is not so much gratified by 
Aoma» gifts and japa as she is gratified (becomes favourable) by 
honouring maidens.” And he has to give them daksina also. 
Hemadri (on vrata vol. I. 903-906) quotes a long passage from 
the Skanda-purana on this subject. Skanda provides that the 
performer should feed maidens from the first tithi of Navaratraon 
a rising scale, viz, one maiden on the first tithi, two on the 2nd 
and so on up to nine on the 9th. If he feeds nine virgins every 
day (of the Navaratra)he secures land; if he feeds double the 
number on each succeeding day he gets prosperity. He should not 
honour a maiden who is one year old (or less), for, such a girl has 
not developed at that age liking for fmits, flowers and sandal¬ 
wood paste. Therefore, he should honour maidens who are from 
two to ten years old, and not those that are beyond ten years. The 
Devipurana provides that if no virgin is available, one may 
honour even a married girl who has had no menstruation.^^ The 
Skanda provides that maidens from two years to ten should be 
honoured under the following names respectively, viz. Kumarikft 
(two years old), Trimurti (three years old), Kalyani, RohinI, 
Kali, Candika, Sambhavl, Durga, SubhadrS. The Skanda 
provides special puja mantras for each of the nine kinds of 
maidens and different rewards are provided for honouring each 
of the nine classes. These are passed over here. The general 
Svahammantra for ail in the morning after the performer has 
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taken a ceremonial bath with oil is noted below.^ In this way 
he is to honour virgins with bodice, clothes, sandalwood paste, 
flowers and aksatas, with different kinds of edibles and dishee 
and feed them with payasa (rice boiled in milk and sugar). One 
should not honour a maiden that has a limb more or less, that 
suffers from leprosy, or that has varicose veins or has a broken 
head or has limbs from which blood or pus oozes or has ulcers, 
that is blind from birth, is squint-eyed or blind of one eye or is 
ugly or has little hair or much hair or is diseased or is bom of a 
slave woman. A man should honour a brahmana maiden in all 
acts, a ksatriya maiden for victory, one belonging to untouch¬ 
able castes in acts of terrible nature. After the maidens are 
fed, brahmanas also should be fed (Durgarcana. pp. 681), 

The Tithitattva (pp. 69-72), Nirnayasindhu and other works 
provide that in the Navaratra the performer should hear the 
recitation of the Vedas (Vedaparayana) and that beginning 
with the first tithi up to the 9th he should himself mutter 
Candipatha (recitation of Devimahatmya) or engage a person 
to do so, reciting it once on the first, twice on 2nd tithi 
and so on up to nine times on 9th tithi The DevIpurSna 
provides for puja, japa and homa and the mantras therefore by 
saying that the worship of Devi is to be performed by casting 
into the fire sesame and with curds, milk and ghee. The Devl- 
mantra is either what is called the Jayantlmantra^ (quoted in 
note) or the mantra of nine syllables ( quoted in the note). The 
Dvaitanirnaya-siddhantasangraha states that the mantra is 
either one that a man’s guru has taught him, or the Vedic verse 
' Jatavedase sunavama’ (Rg. I 99.1) or one with nine letters or 
the one ‘ namo devyai mahadevyai ’ or the slokas in the 
Saptasatl.*^^ The Tithitattva quotes (pp. 69-71) a long passage 
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from the Varahl-tantra about the result of reciting Devimahatmya 
.fleveral times. A few verses are cited for sample. ** When some 
tgreat danger threatens, one should recite (Devimahatmya) seven 
times; if repeated twelve times one secures fulfilment of one s 
desires and the destruction of enmity; if repeated 14 times, an 
enemy would be subdued and a woman would be brought under 
one’s control; repeating a hundred times results in increase of 
one’s kingdom; if repeated a thousand times Laksmi comes to a 
man of her own accord. As Asvamedha is the prince among 
^orifices, as Hari (is superior) among gods, so the laud called 
Saptasati is the highest among all lauds.^^ ” The Tithitattva 
•farther provides that one should recite^^ before the reading of 
the * prathamacarita * the rsi (sage), the metre &c. of it and also 
when repeating the Madhyamacarita and the Utlaracarita. Very 
gr^at importance was attached in ancient and medieval times to 
the recitation of mantras and even modern men brought up in 
English’schools, colleges and Universities often implicitly believe 
in their efficacy, even if one may not understand their meaning. 
The qualities of the sounds of mantras or of parts of mantras 
( such as ‘ hrlm ’) and their potentialities, the various devices 
employed when using them are deemed of far greater importance 
than the meaning. The Gita (X. 25) itself puts Japa-yajna as 
the highest among yajnas such as those of dravya (materials or 
money), tapoyajna ( Gita IV. 28). Mantras are supposed to have 
a tremendous effect on the sub-conscious mind and it may perhaps 
be k> if one concentrates one’s mind thereon to the exclusion of all 
else. A person could himself recite the Saptasati or engage a 
person to read it to him who was called pdthaka or vdcaka as in 
T. T. p. 72, Durgarcana. p. 661. Some very orthodox writers went 
80 far as to lay down that a sudra could only listen to the 
Mahabharata or Saptasati but could not read it himself. Raghu- 
nandana^ like Kamalakara appears to have held this view. One 
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should stop reading at the end of a chapter and not in its 
middle; but if for some reason one had to stop in the middle 
of a chapter, when one again commenced reading or reciting 
Saptasatl, one should not proceed from where one left off in the 
middle of a chapter, but begin with the first verse of the chapter 
half read or recited. Provision was made that the reader engaged 
for reading Saptasati should be handsomely requited for his labour 
by gifts of gold, silver, cows with bell-metal pails for milking. 
Mr Ghosh notes (p. 39) that besides the reader of Devimahatmya 
a separate priest is selected to repeat the mulamantra a hundred 
- thousand times and is called Japaka. The Nirnayasindhu 
(pp. 185-186) gives elaborate descriptions of Satacandl-patha 
and Sahasracandi, In the first, ten well-conducted brahmanas 
including the acarya are chosen. They are to recite together 
Saptasati once on the 1st day, twice on the 2nd, thrice on the 3rd 
and four times on the 4th; in this way Saptasati would be repeated 
one hundred times. In Sahasracandi one hundred brahmanas are 
to be chosen and they are to repeat Saptasati for four days as in 
Satacandl-patha. A thousand brahmanas are to be fed and one 
hundred cows are to be donated. The Nirnayasindhu notes that 
these two are not included in the great digests but there is 
popular usage to this effect. 

After each puja prescribed for the day, the family members, 
theii friends and guests sit together and partake of the prasdda 
(which in the houses of the well-to-do comprises select delicacies). 
Formerly, the persons sitting together would have sometimes 
numbered hundreds, but in the days of rationing and control, 
this would not happen. Mukerji (p. 124) notes that guests made 
offerings to the goddess (usually cash which belongs to the 
owner and not to the priest.) 

After the pdja, homa is performed as indicated above; 
offerings are to be made in fire called ‘Balada’^ with the word 
* sv^a ’ at the end to the accompaniment of a mantra preceded 
by * om The Durgarcana-paddhati notes (p, 681) that after the 
special rites on the Mahastami described above (viz. puj^, 
honouring maidens, homa &c.) are finished the rest of the tithi 
should be spent by the devotee in dance, songs^^^ and music 

446. ^ Vide H. P» 99 for the names of the fires employed in religions 
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(jagara ). It appears that in the Devi and Kalika puranas it is 
provided that even on the 8th at midnight an animal such as a 
goat or he-buffalo should be sacrificed and that on the 9th tithi 
many hdlis were to be sacrificed. ‘ When the Sun is in the 
sign of Kanya (Virgin or Virgo) and in the month of Isa 
( Asvina) one should offer puja on the 9th tithi of the bright 
half; one should observe a fast (on that tithi) and at midnight 
should begin puja of Devi with great expenditure and parapher¬ 
nalia when the naksatra is Mula or Purvasadha; an animal 
should be killed and a he-buffalo and a goat should be sacrificed’.'^ 

A short period of time, viz. the last ghatika of MahastamI 
and the first ghatika of navami, was called ‘ sandhi During 
that i>eriod of two ghatikas a puja of Devi together with Yoginis 
is to be performed which is deemed to be the holiest puja 
(Ghosh p. 120). This puja is to be performed like the puja on 
MahastamI, but the bali is to be offered at and after the Maha- 
navami begins ^ and not during the last ghatika of MahastamI. 

Now the rites of the Mahanavami have to be described. On 
the 9th tithi conjoined to Uttarasadha naksatra or without it, 
puja is to be performed on the lines of the one of MahastamI. 
This day’s puja is only a repetition of that on the 8th, the 
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only difference being that a larger number of balis (goats etc.) 
may be sacrificed on it than on the 8th tithi. A bali is to be 
offered as it is obligatory to do so on the 9th.‘*52 Then the wor¬ 
shipper should perform homa, if able to do so. If he be unable to 
perform homa on both days, he should perform it on Mahastaml. 
The offerings in the fire are to be 108. If a person cannot 
perform a homa in person he should choose a brahmapa to do it, 
while a sudra must always get the homa performed through a 
brahmana. Lamps should be waved before the Devi (nlrajana)^^ 
from her head down to her feet. Daksina (fee) to the priest for 
the whole of the autumnal puja is to be given on the 9th tithi 
and Raghunandana expressly says that the Durga-bhakti- 
tarahginl is wrong in saying that daksina is to be paid after 
taking leave {visarjana) of Devi. The sahkalpa at the time of 
giving daksina is given in the note.'^ If no daksina be paid, 
the whole rite becomes fruitless. Then he should pray that ‘ all 
defects in the puja may be remedied, that whatever he has 
offered with a devout heart, whether leaves or flowers, fruits or 
water, whatever naivedya he has offered, may be graciously 
accepted by Devi and that if any mistake has occurred by his 
missing some letter or mantra Devi should forgive all that.* He 
should wash the feet of a brahmana maiden and give her sum¬ 
ptuous dinner and ask her to place with her hand on his head 
akmtas and devoutly follow her a few steps. He should feed 
brahmanas. It is the practice in many families to embrace 
each other and sing the praise of Durga while drums are beaten. 
Then in a large procession they visit the houses of such relatives 
and neighbours as have performed the puja. Then the united 
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piocession visits other houses and the parties return the visits to 
each other by turns and wish happiness and good luck to each 
other and offer sweets. Rajanitiprakasa (pp. 439-444) quotes 
a long passage from the Devi-purana about the worship of Devi 
on 9th of Asv. su. 

On the 10th tithi after bathing and sipping water he should 
offer worship with sixteen upacaras or with as many as 
possible, should praise Devi with these words ‘Om Durgam 
l§ivam’ &c. (on p. 672 of Durgarcanapaddhati), should prostrate 
himself before her and make request to Devi with the mantra 
‘Mahisaghni mahamaye &c.’ (ibid. p. 672) and with the verse 
quoted below take a flower and cast it on the image with 
the words ‘forgive’. Then after repeating two verses he should 
raise the image (of Devi), the bilva twig and the sheaf of nine 
plants from their places and keep them in another place and 
wave lamps made of flour before them. Ho should go near 
the water of a river with dance, song, music, Vedic recitations and 
auspicious sports and pastimes and immerse the image in a tank 
or in a river after the prayer ‘O Durga, mother of the world, 
go to your place in order to come back after the lapse of a year.* 
Then he should perform the sabarotsava. This last means that 
actions usually associated with the sabaras (i. e. aboriginal 
tribes like the Bhils &c.) should be indulged in (to express 
ecstacy of the Durgapuja) on the 10th tithi after the immersion 
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of the image of Devl>^5 The Kalaviveka quotes Satya to the 
effect that leave is taken of Devi on the last pada of Sravana- 
naksatra in the day and febarotsava is celebrated on the 10th, 
and explains that what is meant is that like men of the Sahara 
tribe, people wear leaves of trees, their bodies are besmeared 
with mire, they make incoherent prancing movements and are 
engaged in dances, songs and music. The K&Iikapurana dwells 
on this at great length. It says: “ the visarjana (sending away) 
of Devi should be made with festivals in the manner of sabaras, 
viz. people may make merry to their heart’s content by throwing 
dust and mud, with auspicious sports and revelry, with indulg¬ 
ence in words and songs referring to male and female organs 
and with words expressive of the sexual act. The Devi becomes 
angry with him who does not abuse another and whom others do 
not abuse and pronounces on him a terrible curse. ” This pro¬ 
vision that every one, how highsoever, was to join in the 
Sabarotsava was probably made for emphasizing that before the 
Devi the highest and the lowest were of equal status and every 
one must join in the frolics on the 10th tithi to show that all 
men were equal at least one day in the year. After the immer¬ 
sion friends visit friends and partake of sweets. It appears that 
this last practice is now not in vogue. 

A few words must be said with reference to certain relevant 
matters. How Devi was to be contemplated upon can be seen from 
p. 163, note 418 above. That shows that oiUy the image of Devi 
with the lion and the demon Mahisasura was to be constructed. 
In the Mark, purana^ it is stated that Devi strode over the great 
demon’s throat, struck him with her trident and with her heavy 
sword cut off his head and made him fall down on the ground. 
But in modern times the image of Devi is placed in a structure 
of wickerwork and there are images of LaksmI and Ganesa on 
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the right side and of Sarasvatl and Kartikeya on the left^. 
Eaghunandana does not make much of these additional deities, 
though he speaks of the pranapratistha of Ganesa and others. 
On p. 146 of ‘Cave temples of India’ by Fergusson and Burgess 
reference is made to a tableau at Mahavalli-puram of the strife 
between Mahisasura and Devi (with eight arms), which the 
learned authors assign to the period 650-700 A. D. The image 
may be made of gold or silver, clay, metal, stone or there may 
only be a picture of DevL For Durgapuja it is not absolutely 
necessary that there should be an image. Devi may be wor¬ 
shipped^ in a lifiga^ on an altar or in a book, in her padukas 
(wooden or stone feet), in imri'e, in a picture or a trident or 
sword or in water. Some of the puranas like Garuda and 
Bhavisya^^^ state that on the 7th or 8th tithi nine wooden houses 
or only one with four corners may bo constructed, that in the 
midst of it a platform or altar of four cubits in length and 
breadth should be made on which a throne of silk, woollen cloth 
and deer-skin should bo prepared, whereon Durga (image ) made 
of gold, silver, clay or wood was to be established having four or 
ten arms, possessing a complexion like heated gold, three eyes 
and the moon as a head ornament. 

There is no unanimity about the arms of DevL The Varaha- 
purana (95.41) speaks of 20 arms of Devi and mentions the 
twenty weapons she carries (95. 42-43 ). In the Devibhagavata 
V. 8.44 she is said to have 18 arms. Hemadri (on vrata, voL 
L pp. 923-924) quotes verses in which Devi is said to have eight 
arms and ten arms respectively. Vidyapati^ quotes passages for 
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both ten arms and eight arms. It appears that different numbers 
of arms were associated with different forms and names of Devi. 
For example, Vidyapati in describing the form of Kali or Camunda 
speaks of her as having four arms. In the Virataparva (chap. 6) 
where Yudhisthira praises Durga, she is described (in verse 8) 
as having four arms. 

There are varying views about the word * navaratra*. Some 
hold that navaratra means ‘nine days and nights’; it signifies 
only the time for a vrata (i. e. it is a gunavidhi), not the name 
of a rite {karma), while others contend that navaratra is the 
name of a rite or vrata, which may last for eight days (if there 
is tithikmya) or ten days (if there is vrddhi of a tithi from the 
first tithi to the 9 th), The first view is held by works like the 
K^atattvavivecana (pp. 270-272 ), while the 2nd is held by the 
Nirpayasindhu^^^ (p. 165 ), the Purusarthacintamapi (p. 61) and 
others. As the discussion is scholastic and hardly of any 
practical importance it is passed over here. 

The principal matters in Navaratra or DurgSpuja, though 
it may be spread over three days ( from 7th tithi) or nine days 
(from 1st to 9th), are four as laid down by the Lingapurana 
viz. snapana^^^ (bathing the image), puja, the offering of a 
victim (bali) and homa. For want of space snapana has not 
been dwelt upon in the above. The Durgarcanapaddhati (p. 674), 
the Vrataraja (p. 340) and other digests state at length how the 
image of Durga may be bathed with scented water, with milk, 
curds, ghee, pafLcagavya of a kapila cow, sugarcane Juice and 
what rewards are reaped by particular kinds of baths. One 
example is given here for a sample.^^ The man who even for 
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a day bathes Candika with pancagavya to the accompaniment 
ot Candigayatrl goes near Visnu. If the image is made of some 
material (like clay) that cannot bear a water bath, the bright 
sword placed near Devi’s image may be bathed or a mirror, as 
stated by the Kalikapurana. The other three out of the four 
principal items in Durgapuja have been dealt with above. Out 
of the four, puja is the most important and a fast is only an 
anga (ancillary matter). 

Then the question arises as to when puja is to be performed. 
Here there are varying views. The Samaya-mayukha^^ (p. 14) 
quoting Devi-purana appears to hold that the puja should be in 
the morning, while the Nirnayasindhu (p. 165) holds that it 
should be at night. It appears from the Devl-purana and Kalika¬ 
purana that puja in the morning, mid-day and at night is 
intended^. * When the sun is in sign Virgo, the devotee should 
follow the method of ayacita or nakta or take food only once or 
subsist only on water beginning from the nandika tithi of the 
bright half, should bathe in the morning, should rise superior to 
the opposites (of heat and cold, happiness and pain &c.) and 
Should worship (Siva and) J§iva three times a day.’ The Kala- 
tattvavivecana ^ resolves this conflict by saying that morning 
and ruidday pujd^ are brief, the principal and elaborate puja 
is at night only. There is some confusion caused by the texts 
laying down the naksatras, tithis or both on which the different 
Items in the Durgapuja were to be performed. The Kalaviveka 
quotes Vy^a as follows: ‘ one should awaken Devi on Ardra- 
Uaksatra, make her enter (the devotee’s house) on Mula, and 
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having worshipped her on Uttarasadha should take leave of her 
on Sravana’.'^^ Most digests refer only to the tithis. For 
example, we saw above (p. 159 note 411) that on the 7th tithi the 
bilva branch is to be brought to the house, on the 8th fast, puja and 
jagara are to be observed, the bali is offered on 9 th, and on the 
10th nirajana and discharging the Devi take place. Some 
texts combine the tithi and naksatra for the several parts of 
Durgapuja. For example, the Rajamartanda verse (q. in n. 426 
above) says ‘ one should, after propitiating with faith (Devi) by 
the head, flesh and blood of several kinds of animals, take leave 
of her on Sravana-naksatra and 10th tithi’. The Devlpurana 
provides^ ‘The bilva tree should be addressed with a mantra 
on 6th tithi joined to Jyestha, (the sheaf of), plants should be 
brought into the house on the 7th joined to Mula, fast, puja and 
homa take place on the 8th joined to Purvasadha, on the 9th 
joined to Uttarasadha one should worship Durga with animal 
sacrifices and after prostrating oneself before her leave should 
be taken of her on 10th tithi joined to Sravana*. It often 
happened that the tithi and naksatra provided for an item did 
not tally and some rules were evolved. The first rule is: if both 
tithi and naksatra as provided tallied then that led to very good 
results, as said in the Lihgapurana ‘ even if there be no Mula- 
naksatra, one should enter the bilva branch in the house on the 
seventh; the same rule applies to other tithis, but if the naksatras 
exist on the tithis specified there is increase of the results or 
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rewards.’ The second rule was that tithi was superior and 
therefore even if the naksatra did not exist on the tithi specified, 
one should follow the tithi laid down for the several items in 
Durgapuja. Devala and Lalla^^° laid this down. 

One question on which there is difference of view is about 
the tithi on which Navaratra is to be begun when pratipad is 
mixed with amavasya or dvitlya. There are very lengthy 
discussions in the Nirnayasindhu, Kalatattvavivecana, 
Purusartha-cintamani and other works. Some quote passages 
from the Devi and other puranas condemning the beginning of 
navaratra on pratipad mixed with amavasya, Devi is made^^ 
to say * in my worship pratipad which is joined to amavasya 
should not be accepted; pratipad existing only for a muhurta 
(two ghatikas) at sunrise and then joined to the 2nd tithi should 
be accepted (for commencing Navaratra festival)’. On the 
other hand there^^^ are texts like the following: if one were to 
accept for the (beginning of the) worship of Candika pratipad 
joined to part of 2nd tithi through ignorance or through another’s 
advice, that leads to the death of that person’s son. The Sama- 
yamayukha says that both classes of texts are baseless or if they 
are authoritative they leave the matter undecided as they are 
opposed to each other. The decision has to be arrived at in a 
different manner. ‘If pratipad is mixed with amavasya but 
does not exist the next day, then it must be accepted for starting 
Navaratra as there is no other alternative. Therefore, even a 
pratipad mixed with amavasya has to be accepted in such a case 
in spite of texts to the contrary. If pratipad starts with sunrise 
and spreads over the next day for less than three muhurtas, 
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then the full pratipad has to be accepted for beginning nava- 
ratra. If at first there is amavasya for one muhurta, then 
pratipad follows and then spreads over the next day up to less 
than three muhurtas, then this latter, that is, pratipad mixed 
with dvitiya has to be accepted as the beginning. For want of 
space all possible alternatives are not dealt with here. 

One important matter was not stressed above. On the first 
day of Navaratra one has to establish a kalata or ghata. A full 
kalasa has been a symbol of holiness and prosperity from early 
Vedic times (compare Bg. HI. 32.15 ‘apurno asya kalasah’). 
This is a rite which is performed in the Deccan, Gujarat and 
Saurastra even though the elaborate Durgapuja of Bengal finds 
no place there. The procedure given in Durgabhaktitaranginl 
p. 3. Nirnayasindhu (p. 767), Vrataraja (pp. 62-66), Purusartha- 
cintamani (pp. 66-67) and other works is elaborate. Ghata- 
sthapana is spoken of in Durgarcanapaddhati (p. 663) and has 
to be performed by day and not at night. One should make^’^ 
an altar with holy clay and sow yava and wheat grains thereon 
with Bg. X. 97. 22, and establish a jar there of gold, silver, 
copper or clay with Bg. IX. 17. 4, fill the jar with water with 
Bg. X 75.5 (imam me Gahge &c.), and cast in the jar sandal¬ 
wood paste, sarvausadhi,^'^ durva grass, leaves of five trees 
(mango &c.), clay from seven places, fruit, five jewels and gold 
with appropriate mantras, surround it with a piece of cloth with 
Bg. ni. 8.4, place a purna^patra (a cup filled with rice grains) on 
the jar and worship Varuna thereon, contemplate on Durga (as 
described in note 418) and invoke Durga to come and be present 
in the jar along with all groups of gods and offer the upacSras 
from padya onwards, fold his hands, offer a prayer and boiled 
rice with rriasa pulse or a kusmanda &c. In the Deccan the 
main items in the Navaratra are the establishment of ghata, 
offering a garland of flowers on every tithi up to the 9th, a strict 
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code of conduct (such as not shaving oneself) to be observed by 
the performer. If on the pratipad day on which the jar is to be 
established there is citra-naksatra and the astrological con¬ 
junction called Vaidhrti, it is to be done at the end of these, but 
if these two exist the whole of the day, then the rite should bo 
performed in the latter part of these two. The S. M. held that 
these texts were baseless. According to Ghosh (p. 76), in Bengal 
nine jars are established in a figure (sarvatobhadra) filled with 
coloured powders at prescribed places and these are decorated 
with nine differently coloured flags. But in some parts of India 
only one ghata is established. 

Hemadri (on Vrata, vol. I. p. 906) quotes DevIpurSna for 
honouring horses.^’^ The Durgapuja was meant for all Kings 
and such men as kept horses were advised to honour horses in 
Navaratra from the 2nd tithi in conjunction with Svati-naksatra 
up to 9th tithi. The DurgabhaktitarahginI devotes several 
pages to this nirajana of horses from Salihotra, Bhoja, Varaha- 
mihira and other authorities (pp. 56“63 and 67-69). Kings were 
advised to perform Lohabhisarika rite about horses from Asvin- 
sukla first to MahanavamI (H. V. 1.910-916, N. S. 178, E. N. R 
414-416). For Lohabhiharika or Nirajana rite, vide H. of Dh. 
VoL HI. p. 230 notes 309-311 and p. 910 note 1773. 
Although the Krtyakalpataru (on vrata) does not speak of 
Durgotsava on the lines stated above, the Naiyatakalika section 
of that work (pp. 408-410) quotes a long passage from the 
Bhavisyapurana which states that Mahisa was killed by 
Candika and therefore she should be worshipped on navami^ all 
varnas should worship her, kings should fast on it and gifts 
should be made; the Devi is pleased by the offering of the 
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devotee’s own blood and flesh and of he-buffaloes, goats and 
rams. It specifies the periods for which gratification is felt by 
the Devi by the offering of various halis and avers that all 
dasyus and various mleccha tribes, the Angas, Vahgas, Kalihgas, 
Kinnaras, Barbaras and Sakas worship her. 

The Krtyakalpataru on Vrata does contain a vrata called 
Durgastamivrata derived from the Devipurana (pp. 225-233), 
but it has nothing to do with the exploits of Durga. 

Hemadri also (on vrata, vol. I. pp. 856-862) contains the 
same vrata with a few variations. That vrata is entirely 
different from the Durgotsava described in the Kalikapurana. 
In the first place there is no reference in it to the killing of 
Mahisasura. In the next place, that vrata is described as 
beginning from the 8th of Sravana-sukla and going on for one 
year in each succeeding month on the 8th of the bright half. 
Feeding virgins and brahmanas is mentioned in it also, but in 
each month the food offered to Devi and to the virgins is 
generally different. 

About the antiquity of the worship of Durga, vide H. of Dh, 
vol. II pp. 738-739. A few matters that were not and that could 
not be mentioned there are noted here. Ambika is said to be 
the sister of Siva in Tai.^^ S., but in the times of the Tai Ar. X 
18 Siva is said to be the husband of Ambika or Um^ In the 
Vanaparva chap. 6 (where there is a long laud ofDurga^^by 
Yudhisthira), she is described as the daughter of Yasoda and 
Nanda and as the sister of Vasudeva, is addressed as Kali, 
Mahakali and Durga, in verses 10-11 the weapons carried by her 
in her hands are mentioned and in verse 15 she is said to have 
destroyed Mahisasura. When Arjuna (in Bhisma 23) offers a 
Durgastotra at the bidding of Krsna, he gives her several names, 
among which are Kumari, Kali, Kapali, Kapila, Bhadrakali, 
Mahakali, Candi, Katyayani, Kausiki, Uma. But as the dates 
of these passages in the Mahabharata are far from certain no 
chronological conclusion can be stated. Literary works and 
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coins supply some firm data about the antiQuity of the 
cult. In the Raghuvamsa chap. 11 a lion is said to have been 
appointed a guard to protect a deia laru (pine) tree planted by 
ParvatL Parvatl is called Gauri in Raghu. II. 26 and in Kumara- 
sambhava. VII. 95 and Bhavani in Kumarao (VH. 84), Capdl in 
Meghaduta (L 33). Similarly, in the Kumarasambhava the 
Ardhanarlsvara form of Siva is mentioned.^^ The matrs are 
referred to in the same work (VII. 30, 38) and also Kali with 
skulls as ornaments (ibid. VII. 39). In the Malatl-madhava 
(Act V) the offering of human victims to Camunda in the city of 
Padmavatl is mentioned. In the Mrcchakatika VI. 27 the 
legend of the killing of ^mbha and Nisumbha by Durga occurs. 
If we hold that Kalidasa flourished between 350-450 A. D., the 
above evidence makes it quite probable that the worship of 
Durga may go back some centuries before 300 A. D. The evid¬ 
ence of coins lends support to this conclusion. A simhavahint 
goddess is seen on the reverse of the coins of Candragupta I of 
the Gupta^ dynasty (about 305-325 A. D.). ’ On a coin of the late 
Kusana king Kaneshko the reverse shows the figure of a goddess 
with a lunar crescent seated ‘full face on a lion crouching left 
and the godddess appears to have a noose and sceptre.^®^ The 
lion as vehicle and the noose indicate that the goddess should be 
Durga and not Laksml. This would take us to the first or 2nd 
century A. D. 

Why two Navaratras were recognized (in Caitra and 
Alvina) is a matter of conjecture. It is possible that these 
two pujas arose from the fact that spring crops and autumn 
crops became ready at these two times. The worship of DurgS 
was very much influenced by Sakta doctrines and practices. 
Ghosh in his work on ‘ Durgapuja ’ (p. XVI ff.) tries to establish 
that the Vedic idea of Dawn (Usas) spreading over the sky was 
changed by the Puranas and Tantras into the terrific goddess 
Durga. I am not prepared to accept this explanation at all, 
as the links between the Vedic goddess Dawn and the terrible 
goddess of the Kalika^purana are altogether wanting and as 
there is a gap of many centuries between the disappearance of 
Usas from the ancient pantheon and popular worship and the 
emergence of Durga. There may be some astrological connec- 
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tion between Durga (Virgo) riding a lion (Leo). But this also 
cannot be clearly made out. 

In the Indian Historical Quarterly vol. 21 (pp. 227-231 ) 
Mr. N. G. Banerjee refers to the Durgotsava-paddhati of Udaya- 
sirhha which begins with the Mahanavami and a sahkalpa for 
victory and ends with the description of horses marching on 
daiaml to victory and avers that this work indicates that 
Durgapuja was originally a military rite and was later on trans¬ 
formed into a religious festival. He relies upon the description 
in the Eaghuvamsa (IV. 24-25 ) how the advent of Sarad 
(autumn) season impelled Kaghu to march on an invasion and 
to perform the $anti rite for horses called Asvanirajana and also 
on the Brhatsarhhita. chap. 44 (Kern’s ed.) where occurs an 
elaborate description of the nirajana of horses, elephants and 
fighters on the 8th, 12th, or 15th of the bright half of Asvina or 
Kartika. There are serious objections against accepting this 
theory. It is not unknown that unconnected celebrations may 
be joined together on the same tithi or tithis. For example, in 
many parts of North India the Ramalila festival for ten days is 
associated with Navaratra days. But Navaratra and Ramalila 
are independent of each other and in some parts even of North 
India, only one or the other is popular and celebrated and not 
both. There is nothing improbable in there being two occasions 
for nirajana, one in Burgotsava and another on the occasion of 
a king’s march on an invasion. Besides, a work of the 15th 
century can hardly be relied upon as evidence for explaining 
the origin of a festival that was in vogue for about a thousand 
years at least before that work. Moreover, if it was the usage 
to celebrate the marching on an invasion in Asvina with 
nirajana (lustration), that rite might have been borrowed from 
that in Durgotsava by analogy instead of the utsava having 
adopted the military usage. The Kalika-purana which describes 
at length Durgotsava also speaks of the nirajana in Asvina- 
6ukla on the 8th and the worship of a noble handsome horse fo? 
seven days with sandalwood paste, flowers &c. and requires the 
observation of the horse’s movements for drawing prognostic^* 
tions (chap. 88.15-75). There is nothing to show that the details 
of Durgotsava described in the Kalika and other purSnas did not 
exist in the 4th, 5 th and 6th centuries A. D. when Kalidasa and 
Varahamihira flourished and mentioned the lustration of horses. 
The theory of Mr. N. G. Banerjee appears to be unwarranted 
by the evidence so far available and cannot be accepted. 



CHAPTER X 


Vijayadasami and Divali 

The 10th tithi of Asvina-sukla is called Vijaya-dasaml. 
It is elaborately described in Hemadri (on vrata, vol I pp, 
970-973), Nirnayasindhu (pp. 69-70), Purusartha-cintamani (pp. 
145-148), Vrataraja (pp. 359-361) and Kalatattva-vivecana (pp. 
309-312), Dharmasindhu (p. 96). As Dasami (10th tithi) is not 
mentioned in the Yugmavakya the Kalanirnaya relies on a verse 
that in the bright half that tithi which exists at sunrise 
should be accepted for performance of rites and in the dark half 
the one that exists at sunset.^®^ Hemadri proposed (on vrata voL I. 
p. 973) two simple rules (when 10th is viddha) that that tithi on 
which Sravana-naksatra exists should be accepted and in all 
other cases 10th mixed with 9th be accepted. But the other 
digests introduce many other considerations and complicated 
rules follow. A few of them are given below. If the 10th 
tithi is mixed up with 9th and 11th, the day on which it is 
mixed with 9th should be accepted provided there is no Sravana- 
naksatra on the next. The Skanda says: Aparajita-devi should 
be worshipped by men on the 10th towards the north-east and 
in the afternoon, when the 10th is mixed with 9th. Aparajita 
should be worshipped on that day for welfare and victory* 
Another verse is * A person should offer worship on the 10th 
tithi in Asvina bright half and should not perform the worship 
of Aparajita on Ekadasi.* It must be remembered that the 
proper time for Vijaya-dasami rites is aparahna (afternoon) and 
pradosa^^ is gaunakala (secondary time). If 10th extends over 
aparahna on two days, the first (i. e. 10th mixed with 9th) should 
be accepted. If the lOth exists at pradosa time (but not at 
aparahna) on two days, then the later (viz. 10th mixed with 11th) 
should be accepted; Sravana is not decisive just as RohinI in 

^ 482. ^ I tR: i f^- 

*n?Err i ipRf i i 

pp. 231-233. 

482 a. 3 I 

|. (on ^ vol. I p. 973 ) quoting p. 189. 
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JanmastamI is not. If on both days the tenth tithi does not exist 
at the time of aparahna then the first (10th mixed with 9th) is to be 
accepted; but in this case if on the 2nd day Sravana-naksatra 
exists at the time of aparahna then the latter (10th mixed with 
11th) is to be accepted. These are the conclusions of N. S. The 
P. C. (p. 148) disputes the last proposition. Hemadri and follow¬ 
ing him Nirnayasindhu (p. 189) quote Kasyapa^ to the follow¬ 
ing effect: ‘ if dasami exists for some time at sunrise and if 
there is then ekadasi for the rest of that day and there is 
Sravana-naksatra at aparahna on that day, that tithi is called 
Vijaya; since Rama started on his invasion (against Havana) on 
Sravana-naksatra, men should celebrate the crossing of the 
limits of their village on that day and naksatra*. The Nirnaya¬ 
sindhu and other works quote a verse^^^ ‘ That time (on 10th tithi 
in Asvina) which is slightly later than evening twilight and when 
the stars have just begun to appear is to be known as Vijaya 
and tends to the success of all undertakings.* Bhrgu says ‘ the^s 
11th muhurta (on a day of 15 muhurtas) is called Vijaya; all 
desirous of victory should march out at that time.* These verses 
explain why this tithi is called Vijaya-daSami. These two verses 
show that the time called Vijaya is of two kinds. 

The Vijayadasami is one of the three most auspicious days 
in the year (the other two being Caitra-sukla first tithi and 
Kartika-sukla 1st). Therefore in India children begin to 
learn the alphabet on this day (i. e. perform Sarasvatipujana), 
people start new undertakings on this day, even when the moon 
and the like are not astrologically favourable^^ and if the 


H ( on ) vol. I p 973^ p. 189. The 5th, 10th and 15th 

tithis are called vide note 176 above. 
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king marches against his foes on this tithi when there is 
Sravana-naksatra it is \ery auspicious and brings to him 
victory and peace. 

On this day the principal acts are the worship of Aparajita, 
the worship of Sami, Simollahghana (crossing the boundary of 
one’s village), returning home and having a lamp waved before 
oneself by the women in the house, wearing new clothes and 
ornaments and in the case of a king, nirajana of the horses, 
elephants, soldiers and marching out. 

Dasara or Vijayadasami is a great day for people of all 
castes, but it is specially a day for the ksatriyas, the nobles and 
kings. 

The procedure of the worship of Aparajita (invincible) Devi 
is briefly as follows (from Dharmasindhu p. 96). In the after¬ 
noon one should go to the north-east of one’s village, smear the 
earth (with cowdung) on a pure spot, should draw with sandal¬ 
wood paste or the like a figure with eight segments, should make 
a sankalpa as in the note and should invoke Aparajita in the 
midst of that figure with the words ‘salutations to Aparajita* 
and also invoke Jaya and Vijaya to the right and left of 
Aparajita respectively with the words ‘salutation to Kriyasakti’ 
and ‘salutation to Uma’ respectively. He should then offer 
worship with sixteen upacaras to Aparajita, Jaya and Vijaya 
with the mantras ‘ Aparajitayai namah, Jayayai namah, 
Vijayayai namah’ and offer the prayer ‘O Devi 1 accepting this 
puja which 1 have offered to you according to my ability, for 
my protection may you go to your own place ’. In the case of 
the king he should pray for victory in the words ‘ May Aparajita 
wearing a striking necklace and resplendent golden girdle and 
fond of doing good bestow victory on me’and then he should 
take leave of her in the words ‘O Devi I &c.’. Then all people 
should go out of the village to Sami (Mimosa Suma) tree grow¬ 
ing in the north-east, offer worship to it. People may perform 
the crossing of the boundary of the village before or after the 
worship of Sami. Some provide that the images of Rama and 
Sita should be worshipped on Vijayada&amI, since Rama con¬ 
quered Lanka on this day (A. K. folio 218**).^ 

487. 
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In the case of the king the procedure described by Hemadri 
(on vrata vol. I. pp. 970-71) is as follows: the king coming out 
of his palace should be preceded by his purohita and after per¬ 
forming the rites on starting for a journey should march towards 
the east; after reaching the end of the capital he should perform 
Vastupuja (worship of a site) and worship the guardians of the 
quarters and the devatss (in temples) he may meet on the 
road. He should then offer worship to Sami tree with Pauranika 
mantra ^ ‘ I take refuge with the blessed and auspicious Sami 
tree, that removes all inauspicious things and evil acts and the 
effects of bad dreams’; then he (the king) should take first 
towards the east and towards other directions the Vispu steps. 
After making an effigy of his enemy or merely bringing him 
before his mind he (the king) should pierce him in the heart 
with an arrow ^ with a golden shaft. The purohita recites 
verses about the victory of the king in the quarters; the king 
should honour worthy brahmanas, the astrologer and purohita 
and should arrange sports of elephants, horses and foot-soldiers. 
He should then enter his palace to the accompaniment of 
auspicious shouts like ‘Jay a’ and lights should be waved before 
him by courtezans. The king who performs every year this 
auspicious ceremony secures long life, health, prosperity and 
victory; he suffers from no ailments physical or mental nor 
defeat and obtains unblemished wealth and victory in the world. 
If a king starts on an invasion without celebrating Vijaya- 
dasaml he would secure no victory for a year in his kingdom. 
The Tithi-tattva quotes Rajamartanda to the effect that if for 
any reason the king cannot march out in person on Vijaya- 
dasaml he should send out his umbrella or favourite weapon for a 
victorious march. The Nirnayasindhu, Dharmasindhu and other 


11. (on gw) vol. I p. 971, fw- f%. p. 190. The (p. 96 ), g. 

p. 145 read For the Visnu steps, vide H. of Dh, vol. II p. 1083 

and note 2425. 
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late medieval works add some verses about Sami and other 
details.^^ ‘ Sami destroys sin, Sami has reddish thorns, it held 
(concealed) the arrows of Arjuna and it appealed lovingly to 
Kama. O Sam! worshipped by Rama 1 May you remove obstacles 
on the march that I am to undertake according to my convenience 
and ease’. If a Sami tree is not available, then the asmantaka 
tree^^^ should be worshipped with a mantra (given in note below). 
Taking up a little wet clay from the root of the Sami tree 
together with aksatas one should bring it to one’s house to the 
accompaniment of songs and loud instrumental music; then the 
person should wear new apparel and ornaments along with his 
relatives and lights should be waved before him as an auspicious 
rite by chaste young women.^^^ 

In modern times on Vijayada^ami there is samipQja in 
many parts of India. But sami is a rare tree. In Maharastra 
and Kohkana, twigs of a tree called Apta are brought from the 
forest and arranged in the form of a bush near a temple and in 
the afternoon the people of a town or village engage in a sort of 
mock scramble for taking away twigs of Apta and distribute the 
leaves among their neighbours, friends and relatives saying ‘take 
this gold’. In S^urastra and in several other places there is no 
such distribution of leaves. The Dharmasindhu notes that common 
people (in Maharastra) cut off twigs of samI and take them to 
their houses but that this has no sastra basis.^^ In some places 
a he-buffalo or a goat was formerly sacrificed on this day. In 
the former princely States of India such as Baroda and Mysore 

?TcT * PT. m. p. 190, p, 147, ^ m. p. 96. In chap, 5 it is stated 

that when the Pandavas resolved to remain incognito for a year in the 
capital of Virata they concealed their arms (such as the famous Gandiva 
bow and swords ) on a big, tree growing on a hill near a cemetery. 

5. 28. It IS also supposed that Rama started on his invasion of Lakha on 
the tenth tithi when there was Sravana naksatra. 

fPT I p. 96, 5. f%. p. 147. 
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p. 190, 5. f%. 147, 96. 
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durbars were held on Vijayadasami (or Dasara, as it is called) and 
grand processions with richly caparisoned elephants and pranc¬ 
ing horses were taken out on the streets of the capital The 
kings in ancient and medieval times performed the Nirajana 
ceremony of horses and elephants, soldiers and the king himself. 
Kalidasa mentions that when sarad came Raghu performed the 
santi rite called vajinirajana (Raghuvarhsa IV. 24-25). In his 
Brhatsarhhita (chap. 44. ed. by Kern) Varaha describes at length 
lustration rites for horses, elephants and men The Nirnaya- 
sindhu sets out the mantras at the time of nirajana of the army 
‘ O goddess, ruling over gods! may my army divided into four 
sections (elephants, chariots, horsemen and foot-soldiers) attain 
to the position of having no enemy left in this world and may 
victory come to me everywhere through your favour.’ The Tithi- 
tattva provides that the king after performing nirajana for vigour 
to his army should see the fine khanjam bird in the vicinity of 
water or cowpens and address it with the mantra * O khanja- 
ritabird 1 you have come to the earth, you have a blue and auspi¬ 
cious neck and you bestow all desires; salutation to you T The 
Tithitattva then (p. 103) descants upon the conclusions about the 
future to be drawn from the several places where the khaiijarlta 
(wagtail) is seen and from the directions in which it is seen. 
The Brhatsarhhita has a chapter (45) on the auguries to be drawn 
from the sight of the khanjana bird, almost the whole of which 
is quoted by the Krtyaratnakara (pp. 366-373) and a few verses 
of which are quoted by Varsakriyakaumudi pp. 450-51. In 
Manu V. 14 and Yaj. 1.174 among the birds whose flesh is for¬ 
bidden for eating is khanjarita (probably because it was such a 
valuable bird for prognostications). 

In some parts of Northern India Ramalila celebrations go 
on for ten days and culminate on the 10th of Asvina in the 
burning of a tall hollow pai)er and wickerwork structure conceal¬ 
ing crackers representing Havana and his hosts. 

There are several other local customs and usages such at 
worship of weapons of war and implements of one’s trade or 
avocation associated with Dasara or Vijayadasami which are 
passed over here for reasons of space. 

% 190 ( erst verse). ^>. p. 450 (quotes from 

iNletc.). 
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There are many conjectures about the origin of the 
Dasara festival. Some, relying on the usages of some parts of 
India to offer to gods ears of new corn, of hanging on the 
doors of the house the ears of green or unripe paddy and of 
putting in the turban young sprouts of wheat and the like, hold 
that it is more or less an agricultural festival. Others hold 
that as, about Z)asa'a monsoon rains stop, swollen rivers abate 
and crops are near being garnered, it is the most suitable 
time for marching on an expedition and that therefore the 
origin is due to military exigencies. I incline to the latter 
view. In ancient countries other than India, there was a fixed 
season when kings went to battle. For example, we read in 
II Samuel chap. 11.1 ‘ And it came to pass, after the year was 
expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that, David 
sent Joab.’ The cult of Sami is very ancient. Two logs of wood 
(aranis ) from an Asvattha tree growing inside a Sami were 
employed in producing fire by attrition for Vedic sacrifices. 
Fire symbolizes vigour and valour and logs of Sami are helpful 
in producing fire and samI wood is very hard. In the Atharva- 
veda (VII. 11.1) we have the words ‘ the Asvattha tree rides 
Sami’. The Tai. Br. 1.2.1.16 refers to Agni being produced 
from Asvattha that is ‘Samigarbha ’ and Tai. Br. I. 2.1.7 con¬ 
nects Sami with santi (the removal of adverse signs). In the 
Tai. A. (VI. 9. 2.) we read *0 Sami I remove from us (destroy) 
sins and enmities ’ (sami samayasmad-agha dvesarhsi). It had 
some afSnity with Navaratra also, as the latter celebrates the 
military exploit of Devi against Mahisasura, and was therefore 
celebrated immediately after Navaratra. The word * Dasara ’ is 
derived from ‘ dasa’ meaning 10 and ‘ahan’ (a day). 

Divali: This festival of lights, illuminations and fireworks 
is the most joyful of all festivals and is most widely observed 
throughout India. Observances, however, differ in detail and 
number from age to age and from province to province. It is 
not a single festival in honour of a single god or goddess as the 
Krsnajanmastami or the Navaratra is. It is spread over four or 
five days and contains several independent items. The days of 
Dipavali properly so called are three. It is called Dipavall (row 
of lamps) in many works, but also Dipalika (in colophon to 
chap. 140 of Bhavisyottara). When emphasis is laid only on 
one item in this festival of several days it is also designated 
Sukharatri in Eajamartanda (verses 1346-1348, vide ABORI voL36 
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p. 329) and in K: I iviveka (pp. 232,403-4), Yaksaratrl^^" in Vatsya- 
yana’s Kamas'^tra, Sukhasuptika (in Vrataprakasa, folio 204 and 
Hemadri on Vratavol. II. pp. 348-349). In a scholarly paper 
contributed to the Jon rnal of the Ganganath Jha Institute (vol. III. 
pp. 205-216) Prof. P. K. Gode traces the antiquity of this festival. 
The Bhavisyottara contains a charming verse with a double 
entendre ‘ May this auspicious day of lights remove your sins 
like Ramayana in which the thunder of clouds is stopped (or in 
which Meghanada i. e. Indrajit, son of Ravana, is described as 
killed), in which the tips of wicks are burning (or in which 
Ravana became infuriated) and in which young women find 
delight (or with which Rama is pleased). Some works like the 
N. S. and Kalatattvavivecana (p. 315) hold that the three days 
viz. 14th, amavasya and Kartika first, constitute the KaumudI 
festival.^^ 

Taken all in all Dipavali spreads over about five days. The 
whole festival comprises five principal items spread over five 
days, viz. worship of wealth, the celebration of Visnu’s victory 
over Narakasura, worship of Laksmi, victory of Visnu over Bali 
and dice-play and the exchange of brotherly and sisterly 
affection. There are illuminations and the discharge of crackers 
on almost all the five days from the 13th of the dark half of 
Asvina. This last is called in Gujarat and Saurastra ‘Dhanteras*. 
Before and on this day houses are painted and decorated, the 
courtyards of houses are cleaned, and metal vessels are polished 
and illuminations begin. The Padmapurana VI. 124. 4 refers 
to illuminations on the 13th of the dark half of Kartika (by the 
purnimanta reckoning). Skanda quoted by Nirnayamrta provides 
for lighting lamps at the advent of night on Kartika dark 

497. along with and others is included among sports 

that are to be engaged in by several people. The commentary 
on (I. 4.4?,) calls it and explains ». 
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13th outside the house in honour of Yama in order to avoid 
accidental death.^ 

The Bhavisyottara contains a lengthy description of the 
four days of the Divali festival from the 14th. I shall take 
that chapter as basis and add, where necessary, other passages 
from other texts. 

On the 14th of the dark half of Asvina^^ ( or of Kartika in 
the purnimanta reckoning) persons afraid of Hell should take an 
oil bath at the time of daybreak, should whirl over their heads 
the twigs of Apamarga tree together with clods of ploughed land 
and the thorns (of the twigs). The mantra to be repeated is noted 
below.^^ Then the purana provides for tarpana (satiation with 
afijalis of water &c. mixed with sesame) to Yama and mentions 
seven names of Yama.^^ Then the purana provides that a lamp 
should be lit for Naraka (i. e. for the avoidance of Naraka) and 
that in the evening illumination with charming lamps should be 
provided in the temples of Brahma, Visnu, Siva and others, in 
mathas (monasteries), in rooms for implements, on caityas 
(mounds on which sacred trees grow), in assembly halls, on 
rivers, and ramparts, in parks, wells, principal roads and in the 
women’s apartments, in shrines of siddhas, Arhats (Jaina saints), 
Buddha, Camunda, Bhairava, in isolated stables for horses and 
elephants (verses 15-17). Other texts provide that on this day 

q. ill R. m. p- 196 from These verses occur in VI. 124. 

4-5 with some variations, ^ p. 323 quotes these two, 
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in the midst of the bath one should whirl over one’s body twigs 
and leaves of apamarga or of gourd or of prapunnata (called 
Takla in Marathi) for the removal of hell and that one should 
light a lamp with four wicks in memory of Narakasura. It was 
helieved5“‘ that LaksmI came to dwell in oil and the Ganges 
came to all waters on the 14th in Dipavali and he who would 
take an oil hath on this morning would not see the world of 
Yama. In modern times, people in the Deccan after their bath 
on 14th crush under their foot a bitter fruit called Karit, which 
probably represents Narakasura. The oil bath was to be taken 
about the time of arunodaya, but if for some reason it could not 
be done then it may be taken even after sunrise.^ The 
Dharmasindhu says that even yatis (ascetics) should undergo the 
oil bath on this day. It appears probable that originally the 
14th was called Narakacaturdasi because Yama was to be 
propitiated for fear of Hell. Later on the legend about the 
killing by Krsna of Narakasura, king of Pragjyotisa city 
(Kamarupa), said to have been born of the Earth when it came in 
contact with the Varaha incarnation of Visnu, was pressed into 
service. People now-adays remember only Narakasura on this 
day and hardly any one performs Yamatarpana.^ The depreda¬ 
tions of Narakasura are narrated in the Visnupurana V. 29 and 
in the Bhagavata X. (uttarardha) chap. 59. He deprived Aditi, 
the mother of gods, of her ear ornaments, Varupa of his umbrella, 
Mandara of a peak called Maniparvata and kidnapped 16100 
girls of gods, siddhas and kings and imprisoned them in his 
palace.^ Krsna killed him and if Purana descriptions are to be 
treated as historical Krsna’s actions were prompted by great pity 


504. 1 V: ^ 
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and he raised the status of these unfortunate women by marry¬ 
ing them all. 

The Tithitattva notes that there is a usage of eating 
fourteen kinds of vegetables on this day in order to correspond 
with the 14th tithi, enumerates them from Nirnaytorta and 
recommends that this should be followed.^ 

Several works such as the Varsakriya-kaumudi and the 
Dharmasindhu prescribe that^ on the evenings of the 14th of 
the dark half and amavasya of Asvina men with firebrands in 
their hands should show the way to their pitrs (deceased 
ancestors) with the mantra ‘ May those men in my family who 
were cremated and those who had no cremation performed for 
them and those that were burnt only by resplendent fire (without 
religious rites?), reach the highest state (or goal); may those 
(pitrs) who, leaving the world of Yama, came for the Mahalaija 
sraddhas (in the dark half of Bhadrapada or Asvina acc. to 
purnimanta reckoning) find their way by the brilliant light (of 
the firebrands) and reach (their own worlds). 


The medieval texts prescribe on 14th of Asvina dark 
half the performance of the following acts, viz. oil bath, tarpana 
of Yama, lighting lamp for Naraka, illuminations at night, 
holding firebrands, worship of Siva, worship of Maharatri, taking 
food at night only. Out of these only three (viz. oil bath, 
lighting a lamp for Xaraka and night illumination) are 
now-adays generally performed and the rest are omitted. After 
the bath people put on new clothes and ornaments and take a 
repast of sweets and the like and in the noon there is a 
sumptous feast. There is a good deal of discussion in the 
Nirnayasindhu (p. 197), P.C. (p. 241), Dharmasindhu (p. 104) 
about the time when oil bath is to be taken, if the 14th is mixed 
up with the 13th and amavasya. That is passed over here. 

*** ^ TOTI-ll p. 124 and pp. 450-451. 

^ 509. I »TT*f- 

vFg TOTf ^ ^ 

^m p. 470-471, v.f&. 104-105, 5 . f%. p. 253, h. p. 117 
( 6rst verse only). ^ means 14th tithi here. 
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NarakacaturdasI is also called BhutacaturdasI in Krtyatattva 

(p.450). 

On all the three days, viz. 14thof darkhalfof Asvina, ami- 
vasya, and the first of Kartika-sukla an oil bath in the morning is 
prescribed for him who desires wealth and prosperity. 

Asvina amavasya is a very important day. One should 
take an oil bath in the morning and perform the worship of 
LaksmI for the removal of alaksml (bad luck, penury). Some 
texts add that the barks of five trees should be boiled in 
water for the bath and the person should have lights waved 
before him by women. The Bhavisyottara (in chap. 140, verses 
14-29 ) describes the celebrations on amavasya at some length. 
Briefly it comes to this. In the morning one should take ( an 
oil) bath, worship gods and pitrs and perform the parvana 
sraddha with curds, milk, ghee and feed brahmanas with various 
edibles. Then in the afternoon the king should proclaim in his 
capital * today is the sovereignty of Bali; O people I enjoy 
yourselves People also in their houses should make merry with 
dance and music, should offer tambula to each other and anoint 
their bodies with saffron powder, dress themselves in silken 
robes and wear gold and jewels, young women move about in 
groups wearing brilliant clothes, the houses should be full of 
rows of lamps, handsome maidens should cast rice grains about 
and the waving of lamps ( nirajana) should be resorted to which 
confers victory. Towards midnight the king should move about 
in the capital on foot to see the fun and charm of the festival 
and then return to his palace. When midnight is past and 
people’s eyes are heavy with approaching sleep, the women in 
the city should create great noise by beating winnowing baskets 
and drums and should drive out alaksml (ill luck) from the court¬ 
yards of their houses. Hemadri (on vrata vol. 11. pp. 348-349 ) 
quotes from Bhavisya certain additional items: ‘ no one except 
children or ailing persons should take a meal by day, one should 
worship LaksmI in the evening and should illuminate with 
treelike rows of lights shrines of gods, squares where four roads 
meet, cemeteries, rivers, mountains, houses, bottoms of trees, 
cowpens, caves. They should decorate shops where merchandise 
is bought and sold with white cloth and flowers, then feed 

511. ^ ^ ^ I ^ * 
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brahmanas and hungry persons in places surrounded by lamps and 
take dinner dressed in white garments and decked with ornaments* 
The Nllamata-purana calls this amavasya night ‘ Sukh-suptika * 
and describes it (verses 505-510) in the same way as Hemadris 
quotation does.^^^ In Bengal Kali is worshipped on this day, 
who it is said is both Laksmi and Sarasvati. In modern times 
this is a day specially for merchants and traders. On this day 
they worship their books of account, invite friends, customers 
and other traders and give them tambula and some sweets. Old 
accounts are closed and new ones opened. There is a popular 
legend that Brahma gave to brahmanas raksabandhana (Sravana 
Full Moon day) as their festival, Dasara to ksatriyas, Divali to 
traders and Holika to Sudras. The night of the worship of 
Laksmiis called Sukharatri, since Laksmi gives up her sleep 
on the amavasya when the sun is in Libra (or Balance) and it is 
provided in some works that at the dawn of Sukharatri when the 
house is illuminated by lamps one should honour one’s relatives 
with words of complimentary queries and worship Laksmi, that 
removes the taint of ill luck, with auspicious flowers, sandal¬ 
wood paste, curds, yellow pigment and fruits. The Krtyatattva 
quotes a verse “when there is 14th tithi in a portion of the day 
and there is amavasya on the night of that day Laksmi 
should be worshipped and (that night) should be known as 
Sukharatrika ” and then gives an elaborate procedure of the 
worship of Laksmi. Some works such as the Varsakriya- 
kaumudl, Krtyatattva (p. 453) and Dharmasindhu (p. 107 ) 

HTU 505-510 page 42. 

appears to mean here image of made with dried cowdung cakes. 

^ used ^in the worship of viz. 

q. by p. 476. The 

F^. p. 468 quotes a passage from the which is similar to the 

one cited above from Bhavisya by Hemidri and explains as the 

room where the ploughshare and other implements are kept. 

514. Vide Gupte’s * Hindu holidays and ceremonies* pp. 35-36 and 
t-nde rhiii p. 63. i fitgaira i 

I I TOT 

R. pp. 403-404. The verse * > is q. by 

p.468 and two halves from the two verse* &c, on p. 459 from 
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provides that on this Sukharatri not only Laksml but also 
Kubera^^^ is to be worshipped. 

The first of Kartika-sukla is regarded as one of the three 
most auspicious days of the year. The Dhannasindhu 
remarks that though the three days from the 14th tithi are 
designated Dipavali yet that day which has Svati-naksatra is 
most commended. It may be stated that Balipratipada is often 
conjoined to Svati-naksatra. On this day also an oil bath is 
obligatory. The most important item on this tithi is the 
worship of Bali. The Bhavisyottara (140. 47“73) describes this 
worship of Bali as follows: The king should at night draw the 
figure of Bali having two arms on a circle made on the ground 
with five coloured powders; the image should have all ornaments 
and should have Vindhyavali (Bali’s queen) near him, should 
be surrounded by asuras like Kusmanda, Bana, Mura and others, 
should wear a crown and ear ornaments; the king should himself 
offer worship in the midst of his palace together with his brothers 
and ministers with several kinds of lotuses and offer sandalwood 
paste, incense and naivedya of food including wine and meat 
and employ the following mantra ‘ salutation to you, O king 
Bali, son of Virocana, enemy of gods and the future Indra, 
accept this worship.’ Having thus worshipped he should keep 
awake at night by arranging for dramatic spectacles presented 
by actors based on stories about ksatriyas. Ordinary people 
also should establish inside their houses on a couch the image of 
king Bali made with white rice grains and worship it with 
flowers and fruits. Whatever giftslarge or small, are made 

515. vrf^ 1 5}^ it ft i p. 469; ‘ 

»git qRjrittHt gsrt?!I p« 452. 

^ p. 

517, The Is : wt i smit lliN 

140.54, TO VI. 134.53. In the to the is ' 

I gggigritSTOTTt vr?w y as q. by p. 453< 

TH. 201. In the I. 126. 25 it is said that Bali would be Indtm 

in tbe Savarni-manvantara (8th out of 14). 

518. qftygilyT ^ 

140.57 (first verse). Tbe first is quoted by it. 1 %. p. 201 and the 2nd by 
p. 453, ft. g. P. 27, on ^ p. 616 quotes from WflTO^ » similar 
verse* **' t Vgiuff ft ftH 41^41 
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on this day become inexhaustible and bring delight to Visnu, 
The Krtyatattva (p. 453) provides , that three anjalis of flowers 
should be offered to Bali. The Bhavlsyottara adds ‘ this tithi 
increases the dominion of Bali; baths and gifts made on this 
tithi in Eartika yield a hundredfold reward.’ 

If the pratipad is mixed with amavasya or dvitlya, the 
worship of Bali, the proper time of which is night, should be 
performed on pratipad mixed with amavasya, since Hemadri 
quotes from Padma ‘ Sivaratri and Bali’s day should be observed 
on the day when the tithi is mixed with the preceding tithi ’ and 
on account of the ijug?na-iTikya. Madhava also is of the same 
opinion. 

Bali was the son of Virocana and grandson of Prahlada, a 
great devotee of Vfenu. In the Vanaparva (28. 2) Bali asks his 
grandfather Prahlada the question * which is better, ksamci (for¬ 
bearance) or tejas' (vigorous action). In the Santiparva 225. 13 
it is said that Bali felt jealous of brahmanas. The story of Bali 
who had become very powerful and made gods lose their (ejas is 
narrated in Brahmapurapa 73, Kurma I. 17, Vamana chap. 77 
and 92, Matsya chap. 245-246 and Bhavlsyottara 140. Bali 
began an Asvamedha. Visnu assumed the form of a dwarf 
brahmana student and begged for land that would be measured 
by his three steps. Though warned by Sukra that the dwarf was 
really Vispu, Bali promised to give land equal to three steps. 
Then the dwarf grew larger and larger and covered heaven and 
earth in two steps. When Vtoana asked Bali where to plant 
the third step Bali told him to plant it on his back and thus Bali 
was thrust into the nether regions. Visnu being pleased with 

519, i ^ srrn^- 

’ 8 ^ 1 ^ ^ I am STRTt^iT^ ^ 

m p. 126. The 

reference in the words is to p. 123 (^. f^.) where Madhavacirya quotes 

a text that for a fast or vrata must be made in the morning though 
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Bali’s adherence to his plighted word conferred on Bali the 
overlordship of patala and the position of the future Indra. This 
story is an ancient one. The Mahabhasya on Panini III. I 
36 states that when a person recites the story of Bali’s imprison¬ 
ment (in patala by Visnu) or represents it on the stage people 
use such phraseology as ‘Balim bandhayati’ (he imprisons Bali), 
though Bali was imprisoned a long time ago. This makes it 
certain that the story was embodied in dramas and poems more 
than two thousand years ago. 

The Balipratipada appears to be called Virapratipada522 
in the Vamana-purana. It is also called Dyutapratipad 
(Krtyatattva p. 452). The puranas^^ say that on that day 
Siva was defeated in dice-play by Parvati, that Sankara became 
sad, while Gauri remained happy. Therefore, on this day in the 
morning men should resort to gambling. Whoever succeeded 
on this day in gambling would find that the whole year there¬ 
after was beneficial to him but if he suffered defeat in gambling 
that day he would lose his wealth that year. In Ellora cave No. 
21 Sankara and Parvati are shown as playing with dice; vide 
plate 38 in ‘Ellora’ by Balasaheb Pant-Pratinidhi of Aundh. In 
many parts of India people engage on this day in gambling and 
fortunes are often lost or made on this day. Even in a com¬ 
paratively small country like Nepal gambling stakes soared up 
to three million rupees in 1955 on the Balipratipad day. 


521. On ^^6 of m. ni. 1. 26 the says * 

^ then on 15, the says ‘ 5 

’. Vide note 330 for this sentence. * ^ 

means actors in a dramatic representation. 

522. i ^ * 

m ^ ^ 1 q. by on 

^ p. 617, p. 412, gu. fw. P. 321 (with slight var iations ), tH. IT. 
p. 27. The printed ( chap. 92. 56-57 ) reads * 

I » etc. It is likely that the true reading is ^ ^^Ni{ 

as in mj, h. f%. P* 321 ( 'Six being addressed to )• 

523. I a ^ 

^ mim I 5**^ ^ ^ • 

^ 5^* * hm'MSi q* by 

(on^TOP. 616),^.t.p. 411-12. 1 ^. it. p. 202 (from|?m5r), 
p. 27: vide 1 . 1 .34 for dice play between and _ 
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On this day also there should be illuminations. It is said 
‘by lighting524 lamps during (the day of) Bali’s domination 
Laksmi becomes stable; this is called Dipavall because there is 
waving of lights in this festival. Having reached (the day of) 
Bali’s domination how will lamps be burning in the houses of 
those who do not observe the festival of the rows of lamps? * 

The Dharmasindhu furnishes^^ a long list of the observances 
on this pratipad day according to the several puranas and 
digests, viz. worship of Bali, illuminations, holiday for and 
worship of cows and bulls, worship of Govardhana, the tying of 
Margapali (lit. protectress of the road), wearing new clothes, 
dice-play, waving of lights before men by women (whose 
husbands are alive), and tying up an auspicious garland. In 
modern times only three out of these, viz. worship of Bali, illu¬ 
minations and gambling are observed and the rest are 
hardly observed anywhere. Therefore only brief references will 
be made to the rest. Cows, calves and bulls are to be worshipped 
with two mantras (quoted in note) and decorated and cows 
are not to be milked and bulls are not to be made to carry burdens 
this day. This is to be done in the morning of Kartika pratipad* 
If it be mixed up with the 2nd it should not be done on that 
day as that would lead to the death of one’s sons, wife and loss of 
wealth, but this should be observed when pratipiad is mixed with 
amavasya. Devala prescribes this and remarks that by the wor- 
diip of cows three prosper, viz. people, cows and the king. As 
regards Govaidhana-puja, those who are in the vicinity of Govar- 

524. ROT ^ 

p. 106, 5- (%. pp. 243-244. extends over three days from the 

14th. ^ 
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dhana (a hill near Mathura) should go to it and worship in the 
morning, while others not near it should prepare a Govardhana 
with cowdung or with heaps of cooked food or draw it in a 
picture and worship it along with Gopala (Krsna) and offer all 
the 16 upacaras to Govardhana and Gopala (Krsna) with 
mantras which pointedly refer to Krsna s giving protection to 
the settlement of cowherds (Gokula) against the heavy down¬ 
pour of rain to the discomfiture of Indra. The sahkalpa is 
given in the note.^^ The naivedya is to be on a grand scale. 
Therefore, the Smrtikaustubha (p. 174) states that Govardhana- 
puja528 is called Annakuta (heap or hill of food) in Padma- 
purana. Vide Var. 164 for Govardhana and Annakutaparikrama. 
The Dharmasindhu provides that a homa should be performed 
with the two verses ‘ a gavo agman’ (Pg. VI. 28.1) and ‘praite 
vadantu ’ (Pg. X. 94.1). Mukerji (pp. 150-152) describes how 
Govardhana-puja is carried on in some out-of-the way rural 
tracts in United Provinces, though it has become altogether 
defunct elsewhere. Vide I. A. voL 60 pp. 187-190 and vol. 61 
pp. 1 ff and pp. 231 ff for description of the Gayadanr festival 
observed in Bihar, Orissa and some other parts on Kartika first 
of bright half in the afternoon in which cows gaily stamped 
with circular stains of red and blue on their skin and horns 
glistening with oil and red ochre chased a puny pig with their 
pointed horns and killed it. 

In the afternoon of the pratipad (Kartika-sukla) the tying 
of Margapali takes place.529 ^ rope of fcusas or kasas (Saccha- 
Tum spontaneum) should be made according to the usage of 
one’s family and tied to a tall pole and a tree in the east; one 
should bow to it and offer a prayer to it with the mantra (quoted 
in the note 529) and all including the king and brahmanas 
accompanied by cows, elephants and the like should pass by the 


527. 

p. 107. 




528. For Govardhana, vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. pp. 691 and 754, The 
story of Ki^a having lifted np on his little finger Govardhana for seven 
days to protect cowherds and their cattle against the heavy rains sent 
down by Indra is narrated in Visnupurana V, 11. 15—25, Varaha 164. 

529. The 140. 46-47 are-in^qi^ * 
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way underneath the rope, In the same way a strong rope of 
kasas or the like should be made and a tug of war should ensue, 
the rope being frequently pulled on one side by the princes and 
on the other by persons of lower castse. The pulling of the 
rope should be done in front of a temple or the palace or where 
four roads meet and an equal number of strong men should be 
selected for each side. A line should be drawn behind each side. 
If the persons of lower castes succeed in drawing the other side 
towards them then it should be held that the king will be 
victorious thereafter for one year.^^o The Nirajana ceremony by 
women should be performed in the morning (if the pratipad is 
mixed with dvitiya) and the Mahgalamalika (a series of ausp¬ 
icious rites or auspicious garlands) should be performed in the 
evening on the 2nd tithi (if pratipad exists only for a short time 
and is followed by dvitiya 

As shown above, the three days from Asvina-krspa 14th are 
spoken of as days of KaumudlmahotsavaP^ The Bhavisyottara 
and Padma derive the word KaumudI from ‘ ku ’ (earth) and the 
root ‘mud’ to be delighted? the meaning being ‘ in which people 
find delight on the earth among themselves’and then another 
etymology is suggested, viz. kumudas (white water lilies) are 
offered to Bali in this festival. 

In the Vedic period and for some centuries thereafter 
certain rites were performed in the month of Asvina or in 
Sarad such as the AsvayujI and Agrayana or Navasasyesti. 
The first is one of the seven pakayajnas mentioned by Gautama- 
dharmasutra (VJII. 19). The first was performed on the Full 
Moon day of_Asvina. Vide H. of Dh. vol. II. p. 837 for a 
description of AsvayujI and pp. 827-29 for Agrayana. But it is 
not possible to trace the Divali festival to these rites. How the 
Divali rites first arose cannot be stated with any approach to 

^ 530.^ ^^isiS qii' ass 1I ^r3i5=rT i 

q. by w. f%. p. 202; vide p. 74 which furnishes more details. 

531.^ vnr: uga wt Q'iti i n 

am *1^1 ^ I 

wsrs^ciw q. byt. (on cRtT? P-615), %, p 202. n. f%. p. 322, 

( first verse). 

i?^»iiKwl40, 61-64. q^VI, 124.61-64, 



Divali-origin of 


207 


plausibility. In the Anusasana parva it is said that the donor of 
lamps shines in the heavens like a row of lights (dipapradah 
svarga-loke dipamaleva rajate, 98.51). Some writers regard 
these as a reference to the Divali. But it is not so clear as to 
place the matter beyond doubt. In I. A. vol. 32 pp. 237-239 Mr. 
B. A. Gupte contributed a paper on ‘Divali folklore’. He refers 
to the several legends and characteristics connected with the 
Divali, viz. the killing of Narakasura, depriving Bali of his 
empire, the crowning of Eama and Vikrama in these days of 
DivaH and illuminations and says that the origin must be 
sought in the movement of the earth round the sun, the change 
of season, the end of the rice crop and the manuring of soil for 
the second crop. The connection he traces is rather remote and 
somewhat fantastic and I am afraid that his theory of origins 
will appeal to very few in these days. 

On the 2nd of the bright half of Kartika occurs a very 
fine festival called Bhratrdvitlya or Yamadvitiya. The Bhavisya 
states: * on the 2nd tithi of Kartika bright half Yama was 

treated by Yamuna to a dinner in her house; therefore this tithi be¬ 
came declared in the world as Yamadvitiya; wise men should not 
take mid-day meal in their own houses but they should take 
food from the hands of the sister through affection, as doing so 
increases one’s welfare or prosperity. Gifts should be made to 
sisters; all sisters should be honoured with golden ornaments, 
clothes, reception and meals; but if there be no sister, one should 
honour a woman whom he regards as sister (uncle’s or aunt’s 
daughter or a friend’s sister ).* The digests add further details. 
One should^^"* do worship to Yama and Yamuna and to Citragupta, 
and brothers and sisters should offer argMja (water in token of 
respectful reception ) to Yama. The procedure is briefly this. 
In the morning the sister should invite the brother, make him 


14, 18-23. Almost the same verses occur in VI. 124. 88-93 and in 
acc. to 3 . x^, p. 82. 
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take at mid-day a bath with scented water and unguents rubbed 
on his body; she along with the brother should worship Yama 
and Yamuna with arghya and offer handfuls of flowers. The 
arghya mantra is^^ ‘Come, come, O Yama, son of the Sun; you 
that carry in your hand a noose; accept this worship offered on 
Bhratrdvitiya and also arghya; salutation to you T Then two 
more mantras may be addressed. ‘ O Dharmaraja, salutation 
to you, the elder brother of Yamuna; 0 son of the Sun, protect 
me along with your servants; salutaticto to you. Salutation to 
you, O Yamuna, sister of Yama and honoured by people; always 
confer on me favours, O daughter of the Sun, salutation to you I* 
After this she serves food to her brother with the verse * Brother 1 
I was born after you; partake of this pure food for pleasing 
Yama, particularly Yamuna’. If the sister be older than the 
brother she should say ‘ I was born before you Then after the 
brother finishes his meal she should deck him with sandalwood 
paste and then herself partake of the food. Some works like the 
Vrataraja (pp. 78-91) present a far more elaborate procedure, 
which is passed over hero but two matters provided for by it 
may be mentioned. The first is that a person before going to 
his sister s house should mutter ten names of Yama (quoted in 
note^^^). The second is that the sister is to worship images of 
Yama and of eight mythological personages (Markapdeya, 
Bali and others) supposed to be immortal for the increase of her 
brother’s life. ^38 modern times hardly any religious cere¬ 
mony is performed except that residents of places near or on the 
banksof the Yamuna river (Jumna) bathe in the Jumna and 
there is a mela on the river on this day. The only thing 
generally done is the brother’s visiting his sister, dining at her 
house, light being waved before him and his making some 
presents to the sister. 


p. 453,(3^. 203. 

I ^ 11 q. by fli* 

p. 478, 

5 37. ^ \ 

I mnnr pp. 79 - 8 O. 

^ 538. § I 1 

I ^ i 

p. 81. ^ 



Dival i—Bhrat rdvitlyU 


20» 


This festival of BhrStrdvitiya is really an independent one, 
but it was probably tacked on to the three festive days of Divail 
in order to lengthen out the days of fun and joy. Sisters, when 
after their marriage they leave their brother’s home, may not 
meet for years and further the sister may have become rich and 
the brother a poor man or vice versa. Our ancient writers evinced 
a keen appreciation of the bonds of disinterested affection 
between brothers and sisters and set apart a day in the year for 
their meeting to enable them to go over their sweet memories 
of childhood and to re-live for a day at least their early life 
which had gone forever. A religious tinge was added to the 
festival by recalling the two mythical personalities of Yama and 
Yami, that figure in the famous Yama-YamI hymn (Rg. X 10). 
I should like to digress a little and strongly protest against the 
conclusion drawn by certain Western Sanskrit scholars that the 
hymn is an indication of the prevalence of the usage of the 
marriage of a brother and a sister among ancient Aryans. The 
hymn is a purely imaginative effort ‘which bodies forth the 
forms of things unknown’, as in the case of Rg. X 119 where 
the poet imagines what Indra must have felt when treated to 
huge portions of Soma beverage. In Bg- X 10.10®^ the sage 
makes it clear that in future ages something like what was 
delineated in his fantasy might occur (namely, sisters might do 
unsisterly acts). Macdonell in his ‘ Vedic Mythology* (pp. 172— 
173) indulges in some facile assumptions. Yama may bean 
Indor-Iranian divinity, but YamI does not occur in the Avesta 
at all, as he himself admits, but only in later Parsi writings. 
Therefore, what is stated in these later writings should not be 
foisted upon the sages of the Pgveda. He supposes that the 
sage in Pg. X 10 indulges in propaganda for exonerating Yama 
from incest. Propaganda is well-known to Western countries 
in the 19th and 20th centuries A. D. The Bgveda nowhere 
states that the human race was produced from Yama and YamL 
There is no warrant for saying that Yami is Indo-Iraniau and 
consequently the myth of the human race being born from a 
brother and sister is not Indo-Iranian. Pargiter in AIHT 
(p. 70) follows the ball set rolling by Macdonell and others and 
boldly asserts that, when the Vayu (in 93.12) says that Nahusa 
had six sons born of pitrkanya, Viraja, the word pitrkanya 
means ‘sister’ and Nahusa married his ‘sister or half sister* 

539. an ^ m ^ X. lO. lo. 

* Those later ages might come when sisters might do what is not sistdr^Uke. 
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and tliat union betwoen brother and sister was not unknown as 
Bgveda X 10 about Yama and Yaml shows. One suspects the 
motives of a writer like Pargiter who held high judicial ofiBce 
in India, when he does not explain why ‘pitrkanya’ was used and 
not ‘ svasr when he pays no heed to the fact that in many places 
in Vayu ( 72. 5, 73.1-2, 26, 36, 40, 45, 77. 74 ) Mena, Acchoda, 
Pivarl, Gauh, Yasoda, Viraja herself, Narmada and Gandhakall 
are spoken of as ‘pitrnam manasi kanya ’, that Vayu (72), 
Matsya (13.2-9 ) and other Puranas speak of seven groups of 
pitrs and set out how from the mind-born daughters of pitrs 
several scions were born. Viraja (described as pitrkanya in 
Vasru 93.12 which Pargiter naively renders as father’s daughter 
i. e. sister) is spoken of in the same Purana (Vayu 73.45 ) as 
the ‘ mind-born daughter ’ of these. (i. e. of Pitrs) in the plural 
and not as ‘of the father’. Writers like Pargiter sometimes 
create more riddles by their so-called research than they can be 
said to have solved. 

The Padma asserts that those who please their married 
sisters with presents of clothes and the like are not subject to 
any quarrel for a year, nor to danger from enemies. Both 
Bhavisyottara and Padma state ‘ He who eats a meal prepared 
by his sister’s hand on the day on which king Yama was served 
in this world a meal by Yamuna through affection secures 
wealth and the best of foods ’. 

In Vedic times and in early smrtis like those of Manu 
(II. 11) and Yaj. (1.53) it was difficult for a brotherless maiden 
to get married (vide H. of Dh. vol. II p. 435 ). But from this it 
is a far cry to say that the Bhratrdvitlya owes its origin to this 
idea or practice. 



CHAPTER XI 


Makarasankranti and Mahasivaratri 

Mdkara-Sankrantu This is a very important religious 
observance and festival. About 70 years ago (in the author’s 
boyhood) it occurred on the 12th or 13th January according to 
the several Indian almanacs then current, but now it falls, 
owing to the precession of the equinoxes, on the 13th or the 14th 
of January in the month of Pausa. Sahkranti means ‘the 
(apparent) passage of the sun from one rasi (sign of the Zodiac) 
to the next following’ and hence the rasi in which the Sun 
enters is designated as the Sahkranti of that name. ^ When 
the Sun leaves the rasi called Dhanus and enters the Makara- 
rasi that is called Makarasankranti. The rasis are twelve and 
the Sahkranti names with their western equivalents are given 
in the note, There are only twelve sahkrantis even if therb 
be an intercalary month in some year. Everyone of the twelve 
sahkrantis was regarded as a holy day. The Matsya-purana 
(chap. 98) deals with the completion of Sahkranti-vrata. 
Briefly, it provides that on the day previous a i)erson, whether 
male or female, should take food only once in the noon and on 
the Sahkranti day should brush his teeth and then take a bath 
with water mixed with sesame.^^ The person should offer to a 
self-restrained brahman a householder three vessels containing 
edibles together with a cow intending them to be for Yama, 
Rudra and Dharma and repeat four verses one of which is as 
follows: “As I do not make any difference between Sivaj 
Visnu, the Sun and Brahma, may Sahkara (Siva) who pervades 

540. I 
hy on Pi 410; 

1 ^. p. 331, 

541. ^ (Aries, Ram), (Taurus, Bull), (Gemini, Twin#), 

( Cancer, Crab), (Leo, Lion ), ( Virgo, Virgin), 3551 ( Libra# 

Balance), (Scorpio, Scorpion), ug*. (Sagittarius, Archer), 9m 

(Capricornus, Goat), ( Aquarius, water-carrier), (Pisces, Fishes )# 

More details will be given in the next section. 

542. The whole of chap. 98 of is quoted in 
pp. 432-435). 
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the Universe be always a bestower of welfare on me T. ^ The 
person should make, if able, further gifts of ornaments, a bed¬ 
stead and golden jars (two) to the brahmana; but, if poor, 
should offer only fruits to the brahmana. Then he should take 
his meal but without oil and should feed others according to his 
ability. Women also should perform this vrata. Great merit 
was attached to a bath in the Ganges on a sahkranti, on an 
eclipse and on New and Full moon, as such a man reached the 
world of Brahma.^^ A bath with ordinary water ( not heated) 
was obligatory ( nitya ) on every sahkranti, since the Devl- 
purana declared; ^ “ the man who would not take a bath on 
the holy day of Sahkranti would be for seven lives diseased 
and poor; whatever offerings are made to gods and pitrs by 
men on sahkranti are returned to them by the Sun again in 
several future lives ”, 

It may be stated that in ancient texts the entrance of the 
Sun alone in a rasi is not regarded as holy time, but the 
entrance of all planets in a naksatra or rasi was deemed to be a 
holy time. ^ Hemadri (on Kala p. 437 ) and the Kalanirnaya 
(p. 345) quote three verses specifying the holy times (punycu^ 
kola ) of the passage of the Sun and planets as follows; in the 
case of the Sun the punya-kala is 16 ghatikas before and after 
the moment of the Sahkranti; for the moon it is one ghatl 
and thirteen palas on both sides, for Mars four ghatikas and one 
pala, for Mercury three ghatikas and 14 palas, for Jupiter ^ four 


543. -qxd ^ rf ^rjpc: 

n 98, 17. The 2nd word means ^ 

544. I ^TSIW: 

q. by p. 514. 

» cnf% H 

q. by ft. p. 380, p. 333 ( ascribes to ^iTtTnTV), 

(pp. 214, 212) quotes the first verse from Both verses occur in 

n, m. folio 81 b verses 1406-7; vide Annals of BORI, vol. XXXVI.. p. 336^ 

546. g ir ^ urf 

1 SfTT. R p. 345. 

547. on gjTc? P* 437 quotes the verses from while f^, quotes 

from simply 

54s. There is a unique grant on Jupiter*s entrance into Vr^bha 
tTaurus) in the Lucknow Museum plate of KIrtipala in Vikrama year 1167 
(11th February 1111 A, D.) in K. I, VII, p. 93, There are many grants 
(Continued on next page) 
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ghatikas and 37 palas, for Venus four ghatikas and one pala, 
for Saturn 82 ghatikas and 7 palas. 

Though the planets also have sahkrantis, later writers hold 
that the word sahkranti by itself means only Eavi-sahkranti, as 
stated by the Smrti-kaustubha p. 531.^^^ 

The twelve Sahkrantis in the year are grouped into four 
classes, viz. there are two ayana sahkrantis (that is Makara- 
sahkranti from which udagayana starts and Karkata-sahkranti 
from which Daksipayana starts ), two Visuva sahkrantis (that 
is, Mesa and Tula sahkrantis when the day and night are equal 
in length), the four sahkrantis called Sadasiti or Sadasiti-mukha 
(i. e. Mithuna, Kanya, Dhanus and Mina) and Visnupadi or 
Visnupada (that is, Vrsabha, Sirhha, Vrscika and Kumbha 

Sahkranti gradually came to be deified and the Devipurana 
identified it with Ihirga herself. The Devipurana says ‘ Devi is 

( Continued from last page ) 

made on the Sun’s sahkrantis. For example, vide E. I. vol. VII. p. 85 
(Kahla plate of Kalacuri Sodhadeva, grant being made on 24th December 
1077 A. D.), E. I. XII p. 142 (Nilgunda plates of western Calukya king 
Vikramaditya VI in 1087 A. D.), both on E. XIV. p. 324 

(grant of village in honour of Buddha on Visuva sahkranti to a brahmana by 
Mahlpala 1 king of Bengal). 

^ i P‘ 331. 

is a verse of ( q. by p. 614, p. 95, 

from ). 

550. III. 23-24 (p. 9) defines these * 

^ w ^ 31^ ^ 44 ^ wNm- 

^ 

q. by |. on p. 407. Some words require explanation* 

IH = == - 

fnfhil = = ^iSfornnT (^ is the lord otth% 

south), — uqity 3 T 3 T = (one holding a balance)=gOT. Similar 

verses are quoted by (on gfn^ p. 408) from which are quoted as 

from by f%. p. 332. Some of these verses of are the sams 

in as quoted by q. Rf*. SCT. P* 204. The trSFTlcf? (Annals BORIt 

vol. XXXVI, p. 338 verse 275) defines aod 

mention of Sadasitimukha-sahkranti in an epigraphic record, vide Canarosa 
Ins. of Devaglri Yadava king Mahadeva in sake 1185 ( *» Sunday 27th May 
1263 A. D.) in I. A. vol. 25 p. 346. 
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all-pervading on account of the division into very small and 
large parts in the form of year, ayana, season, month, fortnight, 
day and the like. Devi bestows rewards in accordance with the 
divisions into meritorious and sinful ( actions Even one act 
done at that time ( of Sahkranti) yields results multiplied crores 
of times. From dharma (righteous acts ) increase life, kingdom, 
progeny, happiness and the like, from adha7'ma (unrighteous 
conduct) spring diseases, sorrows and the like; whatever is 
donated and whatever japa is performed near (i. e. at the time 
of) Visuva (Mesa and Tula) sahkrantis and at the ayana 
( Makara and Karkata sahkrantis ) becomes inexhaustible; the 
Bsune holds good about Visnupada and Sadasiti-mukha 

The exact moment of time when the sun leaves one ra^i 
and enters the next following rasi is impossible of being marked 
by the eyes of flesh (ordinary human eyes). Therefore thirty 
ghatikas before and after the moment of Sahkranti are said to 
be the time. ^52 

In order to convey how infinitesimally small is the time of 
the Sun’s entrance into a rasi after leaving another the Devl- 
purana has the following: ** thirtieth part of the time taken 
by the throb of the eye of a man sitting happily at ease is called 
‘ tatpara *; one hundredth part of * tatpara * is called * truti *; one 
hundredth part of * truti * is the ( duration of) time of the sun’s 


551. g I i 

^ ^ ^ n q. by |. (on 

pp. 418-419), pp. 614-615. ) quotes all verses from 

5 '^^nTrn^wbT on p. 361 and the first verse on p, 362. 

552. 

VT^cTT r5l ^ 

95T. 1^. p. 333. (on p. 417) attributes this verse to and 
^I^ns fir?ren^: in two ways ^ !^ ^ T^ r§^ ; ^ I 

5TPT m^Trnrt HPRcTBp: 

^fhcTcT: < I m ^ « 

by (^zRf® ) p. 365, (on ^Ji^) p. 416, ^r. f^. p 382, 

?r. f%. p. 205. sid^icoi^^'41 (1. H. Q. vol, 17 No 4 Supplement p. 23) quotes 
' ' a^d remarks; 



Proper time for rites on safikranti 


215 


passage (from one rasi into another). As it is not possible to 
perform on such an infinitesimally small point of time the rites 
prescribed for performance on sahkranti, one has to accept 
periods of time near this moment as the proper time. The first 
rule is that the nearer^^^ the ghatikas are to the time of actual 
entrance the holier they are. Therefore it is laid down that in 
gahkrantis the punyatama-kala (holiest time) is sevenfold ^ 
viz. three, four, five, seven, eight, nine or twelve ghatikas; 
during those periods real merit is accumulated. If one cannot 
perform the prescribed rites within these limits thirty ghatikas 
are permitted as the highest limit in the texts for the punyakala 
(holy time ) for all sahkrantis except Sadasiti (in which the 
maximum punyakala is 60 ghatikas) and Visnupadi ( where it 
is 16 ghatikas before and after). ^ 

Each of these twelve sahkrantis in the year is seven-fold 
(i. e. has seven different names ) according as it occurs on a 
particular week day or in conjunction with certain classes 
of naksatras. The seven names are : Manda, MandakinI, 
DhvahksI, Ghora, Mahodarl, RaksasI, and MisritA A sahkranti 
(such as Mesa or Karka or Makara) is called Ghora if it occurs 
on Sunday, DhvahksI on Monday, Mahodarl on Tuesday, Manda* 
kini on Wednesday, Manda on Thursday, Misrita on Friday and 
RaksasI on Saturday. Again, a sahkranti (like Mesa or Earka 
and so on) is called respectively Manda, MandakinI, DhvahksI 
Ghora, Mahodarl, RaksasI, Misrita according as it commences 
respectively on naksatras called dhruva, mrdu, ksipra, ugra, 

554 , VT q* by on 

p. 420. p. 334 (ascribes to ), cf. p. 144 (ascribes to )5 

p. 137 (). 

q, by on P* "^09, f. p. 613, p. 341 (reads ), 

W. p. 208. means means * undoubtedly * 

^ qrRJ as explains in P» 360. 

556. 'H 

1 I Rr. p- 334. ^ 

557. m g ^ i ^ ^ 

Huur gq • fro 

q. by (on P* 408-409, pp. 340-341 (only tbe first 

15 verses), h »T. p. 137- W ) p. 360 quotes the first 1} verses. 
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cara» krura, misrita. Vide note below for the naksatras 
falling under these 7 groups. It is further provided that the 
ghatikas from two ( or three) to twelve said to bo the holiest 
times (in note 555 above) are to be taken as respectively 
referring to the seven kinds of sahkranti i. e. two or three 
ghatikas is the holiest time in Manda sankranti, four ghatikas 
in MandakinI sahkranti and so on. It is laid down that Manda 
sahkranti is beneficial to brahmanas, MandakinI to ksatriyas, 
DhvahksI to vaisyas, Ghora to sudras, Mahodari to thieves, 
RaksasI brings success to vendors of liquor and Misrita increases 
the (profit of the) avocations of Candalas, Pukkasas, of those 
whose business is of a terrible nature and of all craftsmen (vide 
Hemadri on Kala pp. 409^410 and Varsakriya-kaumudI p. 210 
quoting Devipurapa). 

There is some conflict on the question of the general rule 
about the extent of punyakala on a sahkranti. Satatapa,^®^ 
Jabala and Marici prescribe the sixteen ghatikas before and 
after the moment of Sahkranti as the punyakala for the perfor¬ 
mance of the religious acts prescribed on Sahkranti. On the 
other hand, the Devlpurana^ and Vasistha lay down fifteen 
ghatikas each before and after sahkranti as the punyakala. This 
conflict is removed in various ways. One is to hold that the 
Devipurana is not restrictive but what it means is only this that 
lesser limits are meant to indicate that greater merit results by 

558. The 27 or 28 are arranged in 7 groups as follows:—■ 

^ (or 

( or 55^)-^, 3Tp^, tpfTOT, 

wJrr, ^ (or 

^3^, 3Tr^, ftracT (or or fw5Tmr. 

Vide 98. 6“11 (Kern’s ed. ) for these lists and 

p. 361. on p. 409, p. 341-342, u*. P 137. 98.9 and 

^«TgR-^-qo ) do not mention among ^ group. 

559. ^TimcW: I 1 

^TR^Smrf: « i qrfe^TnTOT: q5t5T* 1 TTfH%- * 

pp. 361-362, 365, ( on p. 417), qjT. P» 382 (ascribes the last verse 

to ). ^ p 207 (omits the last verse ). 

560. a^H'NTFTmcfr wft 5TT^: i q. by 

) p. 360, (on qro) p. 418, ?T. p. 137. HhT is explained by t- 

‘ qir5^ f observance 

of bath and gifts prescribed for being done on the occasion of Sahkranti 
and not engaging in Vedic study which is forbidden ; explains «Jw 

as iqrfH:* 
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their observance. Another explanation was to hold that the 
limit of 16 ghatikas applied to sahkrantis called Visnupadi. 

A sahkrSnti may take place by day or at night. If 
Sahkranti occurs by day that whole day is punyakala. If 
Sahkranti occurs by night, lengthy and complicated discussions 
occur in Hemadri, Madhava and others. One rule evolved is that 
in ten sankrSntis excluding Makara and Karkata sankrantis the 
punyakala is by day when those sahkrantis occur by night. 

Several exceptions are engrafted on tbe general rule about 
15 or 16 ghatikas before and after a sahkranti being the 
punyakala. Therefore, several works like the Tithitattva (pp, 
144-145 ) and Dharmasindhu (pp. 2-3) give brief final conclu¬ 
sions on this topic. I summarize the conclusions of the latter 
work. On the Sun’s passage in Mesa and Tula the punyakala is 
fifteen ghatikas before and after S ( some say ten ghatikas); in 
Vrsabha, Sirhha, Vrscika, Kumbha S, P is sixteen gh. before S; 
in Mithuna S, Kanya, Dhanus and Mina S, P is 16 gh. after S; 
in Karkata S, P is thirty gh. after S; in Makara S, P is forty 
gh. after S. If Sahkranti occurs by day when a period of two 
ghatikas or less only remains before the close of the day then in 
the case of Mithuna, Kanya, Dhanus, Mina and also Makara 
sahkrantis P is before S for the gh. specified above against 
each; if S occurs in the morning at a period oftwogh. or less 
from sunrise then in Vrsabha, Siihha, Vrscika, Kumbha and 
also Karkata S, P is after S for the period specified above. If S 
occurs at night but before midnight, P is latter half of the day¬ 
time before the S; if S occurs at midnight or later than midnight 
but in the night, P is on two days viz. the latter half of the 
daytime before S and the first half of the day after S; this 
applies to all S except Makara and Karkata. When Uttarayana 
begins in Makara in the night P is the day after S and if S 
begins in Karkata at night P is the day prior; if Makara S 
occurs at evening twilight (i. e. during three ghatikas after 
sunset) then P is on the previous day; if Karka S occurs in 
morning twilight (i. e. during three gh. before sunrise) then P 
is on the day following the S. 

This discussion about the punyakala is necessary because a 
bath is to be taken and gifts are to be made during that time in 
order to secure the full merit thereof. The general rule is that a 

560 a. In this summary S. stands for Saakranti or Sankrantis, gb. for 
ghatikas, P. for punyakala. 

H. n. 28 
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bath is not to be taken and a gift is not to be made at night. 
Parasara^^ says *a bath by day purified by the rays of the Sun 
is commended; bathing at night is not commended except on 
seeing an eclipse The Visnudharmasutra says the same. But 
several exceptions were recognized. The Bhavisyapurana^^ 
provides ‘ one should not take a bath at night and particularly 
should not make a gift at night, but a bath and a gift may be 
made at night on proper occasions. A gift at night is commended 
in an eclipse, marriage, sahkranti, pilgrimage, on death, on the 
birth of a child and at (before sitting down for) hearing zWzdsa 
(Mahabharata) Gobhila^^ provides ‘ people may bathe and make 
gifts at night in eclipses, sankrantis, marriage, in distress (or 
death) and on the birth of a child and in vratas undertaken 
for a desired object ’. A bath is therefore obligatory on every 
sahkranti and particularly in Makara-sahkranti. There are 
special recommendations about gifts in Hemadri on Kala 
(pp. 414'-419 ) which are taken by him from Visvamitra and 
which are borrowed by Nirnayasindhu (pp. 4“5), Samaya- 
mayukha (pp. 143-144) and others and which are as follows : 
gift of ram on Mesa, of cows on Vrsabha, of clothes, food and 
drinks on Mithuna, of ghrtadhenu^^ on Karkata, of a conveyance 
with some gold on Siriiha, of clothes and cows on Kanya, of 
different kinds of grains and seeds on Tula, on Vrscika of clothes 
and houses, on Dhanus of clothes and conveyances, on Makara 


M<I^K XII. 20 q. by I. p. 120 which remarks ; 

562. ^ t ^ 

q- by on P- 433, p. 339, which adds one more verse 

‘ ^ cWT I TOT II ^ 

563. I 1 

on p. 433 , f^, f%. p. 7; this is ascribed to in 
I. p. 120, X. pp. 616, 625, pp 93, 210 ; it is strange that 

{P* 339 ) ascribes it to but it is not found in the printed 

; probably gn". had in view a very similar verse of 41^1^1^“ 

‘ ini 

q. by I. p. 120. 

564. For 'ghrtadhenu vide H. of Dh. vol, II p. 880. As regards gift 
on Simha there are various readings; N. S. reads 'gift of chatra’ (umbrella), 
while S. M. reads ' gift of patra ’ (vessel). For ' tiladhenu * vide H. of Db. 
vol. II p. 880. 
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of wood and fire, on Kumbha of cows, water and grass, on Mina 
of fresh flowers. Special gifts are required to be made on 
Makarasankranti. The Skanda^says ‘He who donates tila- 
dhenii on Uttarayana (i. e. Makarasankranti) secures all objects 
and obtains the highest happiness.’ The Visnudharmottara 
provides ‘the gift of garments on Uttarayana yields great 
reward (merit). A man becomes free from diseases by donating 
sesame and a di*aught bull’. The Sivarahasya declares that Siva 
after he performed the Gosava sacrifice created sesame on 
Makara-sankranti for the gratification of all men and provides 
‘men should bathe in water in which sesame are mixed and one 
should rub one’s body with sesame; tarpana of gods and pitrs 
should be made with water in which sesame have been put; 
sesame should be given to brahmanas on Uttarayana sankranti; 
one should eat sesame and perform homa with them; those who 
perform homa with sesame and honour brahmanas shine in the 
heaven (as stars) like those who donate a thousand cows; 
auspicious lamps fed with oil of sesame should be lighted in 
Siva temples and a brahmana should worship God (Siva) with 
grains of rice and sesame The Kalika-purana (q. by Hemadri 
on Kala p. 413 and Krtyakalpao, Naiyata, pp. 366-67) provides: 
‘one should place on the top of (thelinga emblem of) God (Siva) the 
five jewels viz. gold, diamond, sapphire, ruby and pearl; but if a 
man has none of these he may place in Uttarayana on the top of 
the linga gold one karsa or half karsa in weight; he should 
worship with plenty of ghee prepared from cow’s milk and should 
donate ghee and a blanket after washing and pressing it; he 
should give condiments and a dinner to brahmanas and ascetics 
and honour them with daksina ’. 

565. t 

I 1^: i %^nRT ftfort ^ 

I nm 1km: 1 

1 Re?- 

^ I * I- on 

pp. 415-416 q, by Rr. Rf. p. 218, was one of the 16 Mahadanas. Vide 

H. of Dh. vol II. pp. 869 and 874. With Rtt^ k compare X* 

566. Karsa is a weight of gold or silver equal to 16 ma»s«80 rakttkas 

I. e, about 176 grains. 
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A person should also observe a fast for three days or one 
day in honour of Makara-sahkranti^^. ‘A man who fasts for 
three days and after a bath offers worship to the Sun on ayana 
( i. e. start of Sun’s apparent passage to the north or south), on 
Visuva day and on the eclipse of the sun or the moon secures 
the fulfilment of all his desires Apastamba says ‘ A man who 
after a bath fasts the whole day on ayana, Visuva and an eclipse 
of the sun or moon becomes free from all sins. But a house¬ 
holder that has a son living was not to observe a fast on a 
Sunday, on sahkranti and on the Sun’s and Moon’s eclipse 

The great merit collected by gifts on sahkrantis is set forth 
by the Eajamartanda^^a in two verses ‘ The reward (of gifts) on 
ayana-sahkranti is a crore of times ( as much as of the same gift 
on an ordinary day) and on Visnupadi a hundred thousand 
times; it is declared to be 86000 times on Sadasiti. Gift on the 
eclipse of the moon is a hundredfold (in merit) and a thousand¬ 
fold on sun’s eclipse, one hundred thousand times on Visuva 
days, and of endless duration on the Full Moon days of Asadha, 
Kartika, Magha and Vaisakha. The Bhavisya highly praises 
a bath in the Ganges on ayana and Visuva sahkrantis. ‘ He 
who bathes in the waters of the Ganges on ayana and Visuva 
secures the fruit of bathing in the Ganges for half a year’. Vide 
Vi Dh. III. 319.38-45 about the gifts to be made on the several 
sahkrantis and the rewards of such gifts (q. by Dana-sagara 
pp. 646-647 ) and C. 1.1, vol. IV. Nos. 28, 23, 22 for grants on 
Mesa, Karka and Tula sahkrantis. 


|. on p. 412; T^. p. 91 quotes here a verse of ^rmrav very similar 

to the one of 

568. ^ 

n dm. s^. P. 214. Vide ABORI vol. XXXVI p. 388 
verses 277-278; the last verse is quoted in f%. p, 382.3^T^iTHl^ is somewhat 
startling, an is HT-^^and and they are meant to 

convey the full moon days in these months, quoted by P*344 is 

similar; 3?^ ^ \ 3 ^ ^ 

f^. Pi 381 quotes a similar verse: ^ < 

q. by p. 214. 
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Some prescribe that sraddha should he performed on 
Sankranti. The Visnudharmasutra^^^ provides : * the passage of 
the sun (from one rasi into another), the two Visuva days, and 
specially the ayana days, Yyatipata (yoga), the naksatra of 
one’s birth and auspicious occasions (such as a marriage, birth 
of a son ); Prajapati declares that these are times for sraddha 
that are kamya (i. e. they fulfil the desires one may entertain 
and are optional); sraddha performed on these days tends to 
produce inexhaustible gratification (to the pitrs)’. Here again 
there was conflict. Sulapani held that the sraddha on sankranti 
included pindadana while the Nirnayasindhu (p. 6) holds that the 
sraddha should be of the parvana type but without pindas. Just 
as some acts such as a bath, fast and gifts were specially 
commended, so certain acts were forbidden on the days of 
sahkrantis. The Visnupurana^^o provides : The 14th tithi, 8th 
tithi, amavasya and purnima and the Sun’s passage (from one 
rasi to another), these are called parvan. The man who has 
sexual intercourse and partakes of oil and flesh on these parvan 
days goes to a hell called ‘Vinmutra-bhojana’ (where the food 
is excreta and urine). The Brahmapurana^^ also says ‘one 
should give up sexual intercourse, oil and meat on the 8th tithi, 
the last tithis of the two fortnights, on the day of the sun’s 
sankranti and on the penultimate day (14th tithi) in each 
paksa (half of a month) ’. 

Hemadri (on Vrata, vol. D. pp. 727-743 ) mentions fifteen 
sankranti vratas such as the Sujanmavapti-vrata from Visnu- 
dharmottara, Devipurana and Skandapurana, which would be 
mentioned in the list of vratas added later on. 

In modern times Makarasahkranti is more a social festival 
than a religious one. No fast is observed and hardly anyone 
performs sraddha, though many people bathe in the sea or in 
tirthas like the Ganges at Prayaga and elsewhere. Sesame are 
Very much in evidence, particularly in the Deccan and i)eople 

77. 1-2. 

III. 11. 118-119 q. by X, p. 547. m. P. 216. 
q- by f^. p. 216. 
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greet each other by giving articles from simpls sesame and 
jaggery to artistic sugared preparations of sesame coloured with 
saffron and go about saying ‘ take these sesame and jaggery and 
speak sweet words ’ (in Marathi). 

The importance of tilas (sesame) is brought out in the 
following: A person uses sesame in six ways does not 
sink (is not unsuccessful or unlucky) i. e. who rubs his body 
with sesame, who bathes with sesame, who is pure and always 
offers water mixed with sesame (to his deceased ancestors), and 
who offers sesame into fire, who makes a gift of sesame and who 
eats sesame. 

Gifts are made in these days on Makarasahkranti, but 
mostly by women. They honour priests by donating vessels 
(of clay, copper or brass) containing several things such as 
betelnuts and coins and also invite their women friends and 
distribute among them earthen vessels containing red powder, 
pieces of turmeric, betelnut and also separately several other 
things such as sugarcane stalks. In south India there is a 
festival called Pongal which corresponds with - the Makara¬ 
sahkranti observed in Northern and Western India, Pongal 
being the first day of the Tamil year. This South Indian 
festival lasts for three days. 

According to the modern astronomical calculations, the 
winter solstice occurs on 21st December and on that day com¬ 
mences the Sun’s apparent march towards the north. But in 
India people who follow the almanacs based on the ancient 
methods and data think that the Sun’s march towards the north 
takes place on the 14th of January. They are thus about twenty 
three days behind the correct Makarasankranti owing to the 
precesion of the equinoxes. This fact was recognized even in 
ti±t;t .medieval Dharmasastra works. For example, Hemadri 
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says that twelve days before the (popular) day of a sahkranti, the 
real punyakala occurs and therefore gifts and the like prescribed 
on the occasion of sahkranti should also be performed on the 
day twelve days prior to the popular sahkranti day. 

The origin of the observances of Makarasahkranti cannot 
be very ancient. The Sun’s apparent northward march for six 
months has been mentioned in Brahmana and Upanisad texts at 
least a thousand years before Christ. For example, the Sata* 
patha Br. states ‘ That half moon which increases represents 
the gods and that which decreases represents the fathers. The 
day represents the gods and the night represents the fathers. 
And further, the forenoon represents the gods and the afternoon 
the fathers. ...Now when he (the sun) moves northwards then 
he is among the gods, then he guards the gods; and when he 
moves southwards then he is among the fathers, then he guards 
the fathers.’ The Chandogya-Upanisad contains a reference 
to the Sun’s passage to the north during six months in the words 
‘ from light to day, from day to the bright half of the month, 
from the bright half of the month to the six months during which 
the sun goes towards the north, from the months to the year, from 
the year to the Sun &c.’ But here the word vdag-ayana is not 
expressly employed. The word ‘ayana’ occurs in the Bgveda III 
33.7 (ayannapo ayanam-icchamanah) ‘ the waters seeking a pass¬ 
age went rushing.’ Here ‘ ayana ’ has the etymological sense of 
‘passage’or‘place.’ But in the grhyasutras the word ‘udaga- 
yana’ in the sense of the sun’s northward passage occurs. The 
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A&valSyana-grhya^ prescribes the auspicious times for certain 
domestic rites as follows: ‘ in the northward passage of the sun, 
in the bright half of a month and on an auspicious naksatra, 
caula (child’s tonsure), upanayam, godana and marriage may 
be celebrated; according to some teachers a marriage may be 
celebrated at all times ( not necessarily in northward passage of 
the sun &c.) But here no rasi name appears. In Jaimini 
VI. 8. 23 it is provided that rites for gods are to be performed in 
the northward passage of the Sun, some day in the bright half 
of the month and on an auspicious day. As a matter of fact, 
none of the ancient Srauta, Grhya or Dharmasutras mentions any 
raMs or prescribes any auspicious or inauspicious times concerned 
with rasis but only times in relation to naksatras. Some people 
try to interpret the words ‘ susthe indau ’ (when the moon is well 
placed i. e. auspicious) in Yaj. I. 80 as referring to rasis, but 
they forget or ignore the fact that the earliest extant com¬ 
mentator of Yajnavalkya, Visvarupa, explains those words as 
referring to naksatras and not to rasis. The subject about the 
introduction of rasis will be briefly discussed in the next section 
on Kala and Muhurta. As udagayana had abeady been 
regarded for many centuries as an auspicious period, naturally 
Makarasahkranti from which the northward passage of the Sun 
starts became a very sacred day, when the rasi system was 
introduced. Why so much importance was attached to sesame 
on this Makarasahkranti day it is difficult to say. Probably in 
view of the cold prevailing at the time of the beginning of 
uttarayana an oily substance like sesame easily available and of 
great food value was selected. In any case the observances and 
festival of Makarasahkranti do not appear to be much older than 
the beginning of the Christian era. 

In modern pancahgas, Makarasahkranti, being deemed to be 
a deity, several curious matters are added, viz. sahkranti rides 
on some vahana (principal vehicle or draught animal such as an 
elephant) and an upavahana ( as ancillary vehicle), she wears a 
garment either dark, white or red or of some other colour, she 
is supposed to carry a weapon (such as a bow or javelin), 
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Bhe applies a tilaka of some substance (like Zac, gorocana), 
she is either young, middle-aged or old, her posture (sitting, 
standing &c.) is mentioned, the flower she holds, the food she 
eats, the ornament she wears-these are mentioned, her two 
names (out of the seven mentioned above on p. 215 note 557 
based on the week day and the naksatra on which sahkranti 
takes place) are specified, she is supposed to come from one 
direction ( east or the like ), to proceed to another (such as the 
west &c.) and to cast a glance at a third direction; then her 
bodily form is described such as drooping lips, long nose, with 
nine arms (or the like). And the prognostications are as 
follows: whatever things Sahkranti accepts, their prices rise or 
they are destroyed and whatever she glances at is ruined; happy 
are the people in the direction from which she comes and un¬ 
happy are those in the direction she goes. 

Mahasivaratri : The 14th tithi of the dark half of a month 
is called Sivaratri, but the 14th of the dark half in Magha (or in 
Phalguna according to the purnimanta reckoning) is the Siva¬ 
ratri par excellence and is often designated MahaMvaratri. 

The Garudapurana 1.124, Skanda L 1.33, Padma VX 240, 
Agni 193 contain the Mahatmya of the Sivaratri on the 14th of 
the dark half of Magha. Though some details differ, in all these 
the main outlines are the same. 

All these praise Sivaratri-vrata highly. When after ^ 
observing a fast on that day, Siva is worshipped with hilva 
leaves and j agar a for the whole night is observed, Siva saves the 
man from hell and bestows enjoyment of happiness and moksa 
and the man becomes like Siva himself. Gifts, sacrifices, 
austerities, pilgrimages and observances of vratas are not equal 
to even one ten-millionth part of Sivaratri. 

The story that illustrates this extremely exaggerated praise 
of Sivaratri in the Garudapurana seems to be the older of the 
three and therefore it is briefly set out here. There was a king 
of nisadas named Sundarasenaka on Mount Abu, who went out 
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to a forest for hunting with his dog. He bagged no animal and 
being oppressed by hunger and thirst he remained awake the 
whole night on the bank of a tank in a thicket of trees. Under¬ 
neath a bilva tree there was a Sivalihga and in an effort to keep 
his body at ease he threw down leaves of the bilva tree which 
fell on the top of the lihga without his knowing it. In order to 
put down dust he (took water from the tank and) splashed it so 
that it fell on the lihga and one of his arrows fell down from his 
hands on the lihga through inadvertence which he took from the 
lihga by falling on his knees before the lihga. In this way he 
unconsciously bathed the lihga, touched it, worshipped it (with 
bilva leaves) and kept awake the whole night. In the morning 
he came back to his house and partook of food given by his 
wife. When he died in course of time he was seized by the 
myrmidons of Yama, when Siva’s attendants fought with 
them and liberated him and he became a sinless attendant of 
Siva together with his dog. In this way he collected merit 
without knowing it; if a person does with^^^ full knowledge 
‘(what the nisada did without knowing) the merit is inexhaus¬ 
tible. The Agnipurapa expressly mentions the hunter Sundara- 
senaka^. The whole chapter of Garuda is quoted in the 
Varsakriya-kaumudl pp. 512-513. The story in the Skanda is 
more elaborate. There it is a wicked KirMa named Canda who 
killed fish by catching them in his nets and killed also many 
animals and birds. He had a wife who matched him in his 
cruelty. Thus passed many years. One day he ascended a 
bilva tree taking water in a quiver desirous of killing a wild boar 
and passed the whole night without sleep keeping a watch and 
cast down many bilva leaves which fell on a lihga at the bottom 
of the bilva tree. He also rinsed his mouth with water from the 
quiver, that fell on the lihga. In this way he worshipped Siva 
in all ways, viz. he bathed ( snapana ) the lihga with water, he 
worshipped lihga with numberless bilva leaves and he kept 
awake the whole night and was without food that day. He 
alighted from the tree and began, after reaching the tank, to 
catch fish. Because he did not return home that night, his 
wife went without food and water and passed that night in 
anxiety. In the morning she came to that forest with some 
food for her husband and seeing her husband on the other side 
of a river, she placed the food on the river bank and began to 
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cross the river. They both bathed in the river, but before the 
kirata could reach the food a dog came there and ate all the 
food. When the wife wanted to kill the dog the kirata whose 
heart was softened persuaded his wife to desist from killing the 
dog. By that time it was noon (on amavasya) and Siva’s 
attendants came there to take both the husband and wife as he 
had worshipped (though unknowingly ) the lihga and as both 
had fasted on 14th. The kirata and his wife reached Sivaloka* 
The Padmapurana (VI. 240. 32 ff) weaves, as the Skanda does, 
its story round a nisada* 

There is a conflict of views about what the chief thing is iU 
Sivaratri is. The Tithifcattva holds that a fast is the principal 
thing in Sivaratri and relies on the words of Sankara. ‘ On that 
tithi (Sivaratri) I am not so pleased with bath (of the lihga) not 
with clothes (offered to the lihga) nor with incense nor by 
worship nor with the offering of flowers as I am pleased by a 
fast’.^^ On the other hand, Hemadri and Madhava hold that 
Sivaratri means fast, worship and jagarana^ and all the three 
are apprehended as principal and quote passages from the 
Skandapurana and Nagarakhanda in support.^ ‘That man 
who observes a fast on Sivaratri for twelve years and who keeps 
awake (in dance and music ) before me the whole night would 
reach heaven. That man, who worships Siva and performs 
jagara on the 14th, would not thereafter taste milk at mother’s 
breast (i. e. would not be born again); the nisada, unknowingly 
worshipping a self-existent lihga, observing a fast and jagara, 
became free from sin and attained the position of the attendant 
of Siva 
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In the Kalanirnaya^ there is a lengthy discussion on the 
question whether the word ‘ Sivaratri ’ is used in a conventional 
sense (viz. a particular tithi) or in an etymological sense ( every 
night on which some observance relating to Siva is performed), 
or a metaphorical sense ( viz. a vrata, though the word expresses 
a tithi) or a yogarudha sense i. e. etymological cum conventional 
like the word pankaja ( a lotus ). The conclusion established is 
.that the word Sivaratri is yogarudha like the word pankaja 
(lotus), which does spring from mud (so far the sense is 
etymological) but which is confined to only one thing viz. lotus 
(so far there is rudhi or convention) and does not apply to a frog. 

Sivaratrivrata is both nitya (obligatory) and kdmya 
(optional). Ifc is nitya because there are passages which lay 
down that sin follows if a man does not perform it^; ‘the being 
that does not worship with devotion Rudra who is the lord of 
three worlds wanders through thousands of future lives.’ Besides, 
there are verses which lay down that the vrata should be per¬ 
formed every^ year: ‘ O great goddess! a man and a chaste 
woman should every year worship Mahadeva with devotion on 
Sivaratri*. This vrata is optional because the texts provide the 
rewards of performing this vrata. For example, vide p. 85 above 
and p. 86 above for the maxim of samyoga-prthaktva. 

This vrata according to the Isanasamhita 587 can be per¬ 
formed by all human beings. ‘The Sivaratrivrata destroys all 
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sins and confers enjoyment of happiness and moksa (final 
liberation ) on all human beings including candalas*. 

The Isanasaihhita provides: a devotee of Visnu or Siva or 
of another god, if he gives up Sivaratri, destroys all the fruits 
of his worship ( of the deity to whom he is devoted). Everyone^^ 
who performs this vrata has to observe certain restrictions, viz. 
non-injury, truthfulness, freedom from anger, celibacy, compas¬ 
sion, forbearance and he has to be calm in mind, devoid of fits 
of passion and has to perform austerities and he should be free 
from malice; knowledge of this vrata should be imparted to such 
a one provided he follows his preceptor; if one imparts it other¬ 
wise, one goes to helL 

The proper time for this vrata is night, since, as stated in 
the Skanda^^ ‘ goblins, the Saktis and Siva ( who wields the 
trident) move about at night and therefore these are to be 
worshipped at that time on caturdasl.’ The Skanda^^ provides 

* A fast should be observed on that caturdasi of the dark half 
that is joined to nisitha (i. e. that exists at that time); that 
tithi is the best and leads to companionship with Siva^ 
Hemadri quotes Nagarakhandaas follows: on the 14th of the 
dark half of Magha I shall go in the Ealiyuga on the surface of 
the earth at night and not by day. I shall undoubtedly transfer 
myself to all lihgas, whether movable or permanently fixed, for 
the removal of the sins committed in the (preceding) year; 
therefore the man who offers worship to me at night with these 
mantras will be free from sin *. In the Isanasaihhita it is said 

* The first God ( Siva ) appeared in the form of Sivalihga, whose 
refulgence was equal to that of a crore of suns, on the 14th of 
Magha dark half. The tithi to be accepted for the Sivaratri 
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vrata should be one that covers that time. A man should 
perform this vrata on that tithi when the 14th covers the time 
before and after midnight/ Hemadri also quotes a verse like 
this ‘ The 14th tithi called Sivaratri that covers pradosa should 
be accepted (for vrata); one should observe a fast on that tithi 
since there has to be a jagara (in that vrata) at night/ 

Owing to the above somewhat conflicting dicta there is a 
great deal of discussion on the proper day and time for the vrata 
in Hemadri on Kala (pp. 298-308), Kalanirnaya (pp. 297 ff), 
Tithitattva (pp. 125-126), Nirnayasindhu (pp. 222-224), 
Purusarthacintamani (pp. 248^253) and other works. Some 
works like the Nirnayamrta^^^ put emphasis on the word pradom 
(in note 593) above, while others emphasize the word niixtha 
and ardharatra. The conclusions drawn by Madhava (the 
prince of nirnayakaras) are stated here. If caturdasi covers 
both pradosa and ni^Itha, then the vrata should be observed on 
that day. If caturdasi spreads over two days (i. e. it is mixed 
With 13th and also with amavasya) and 14th exists at the time 
of nisitha on both days, or if it does not so exist on any of the 
two days, then covering pradosa is the determining factor; 
where 14th covers pradosa on two days or does not cover pradosa 
on any of the two days, then existing at niSitha is the determine- 
ing factor; if caturdasi having extended over two days covers 
only one out of the two (pradosa and nisitha) on each day then 
conjunction with Jaya (i. e. 13th tithi) is the decisive factor*^^ 

A brief description of how Sivaratrivrata was performed in 
ancient times may be gathered from Garudapurana 1124.11-23. 
After honouring Siva on the 13th tithi the man who is to under¬ 
take the vrata should resolve to observe certain restrictions. He 
should declare ‘ O God I shall keep awake the whole night on the 
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14th tithi. I shall make according to my ability worship, gifts, 
austerities and homa. O Sambhul on 14th I shall take no food 
and shall take food on the next day. Oh Lordl be thou my 
refuge for securing enjoyment of happiness and moksa.’ The 
person observing the vrata should approach a teacher and should 
bathe (the lihga) with paficagavya and with pancSmrta. He 
should repeat the mantra ‘Om namah Sivaya.* He should 
worship Siva with the upacaras beginning with sandalwood 
paste and he should offer into fire sesame, grains of rice and 
boiled rice mixed with ghee. After this homa he should offer 
purnahuti (an offering made with a full ladle) and listen to 
music and good stories (about Siva). He should again offer 
offerings at midnight, in the 3rd quarter of the night and in the 
4th quarter. Having inaudibly repeated the mulamantra (om 
namah Sivaya) he should pray to Siva about daybreak to forgive 
his sins with the words * O God 1 I have worshipped in this vrata 
without obstacles through your favour; O Lord of the worlds! 
0 Siva 1 pardon me. Whatever merit I have won this day and 
whatever has been offered by me to Siva I have finished this 
vrata to-day through your favour; O bountiful one 1 be pleased 
with me, and go to your abode; there is no doubt that I have 
become pure by merely seeing you,’ He should feed persons who 
are devoted to contemplating (on Siva) and should give to them 
garments, umbrellas and the like; 'O Lord of Gods! lord of all 
things! that bestoweth favour on people; may my lord be 
gratified by what I have given with faith.’ Having thus prayed 
for forgiveness, the person undertaking this vrata may carry it 
on for twelve years. After obtaining fame, wealth, sons and 
kingdom he may repair to the city of Siva; he should perform 
jagara (on 14th) in all the 12 months of the year; the man 
undertaking the vrata after feeding twelve brshmanas and 
donating lamps may secure heaven. 

The Tithitattva (p. 127) adds some details which are 
interesting. The lihga is to be bathed with milk in the 
first watch of the night, with curds in the 2nd, with ghee in 
the 3rd and with honey in the 4th. The mantras in the four 
watches are respectively ‘hrim, Tsanaya namah,’‘hrlrn Aghc^ 
raya namah,’ *hrlm Vamadevaya namah’ ‘hrIm SadyojStftya 
namah.’ The mantra at the time of offering arghya is also 
different in each of the four watches. It is further provided 
that there should be songs and dances in the first watch of the 
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night. The Varsakriyakaumudi (p. 513) provides that in the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th watches also the person undergoing vrata has 
to perform worship, arghya, japa and listening to stories (about 
Siva), to offer hymns of praise and make prostrations and at 
day-break he should pray for forgiveness with arghya water^ 
If Magha-krsna 14th falls on a Sunday or Tuesday, that is most 
commendable for this vrata.^^ 

Later medieval digests such as the Tithitattva (pp. 126 ff), 
the Kalatattvavivecana (pp. 197-203), Purusarthacintamani 
(pp. 255-258), Dharmasindhu (p. 127) provide an elaborate 
description of the procedure of Sivaratri vrata. The K. T. V. 
remarks that the procedure of Sivaratri-vrata is different in 
the several puranas. For comparison with the one in the 
Garuda quoted above a summary of it from the Dharmasindhu 
is given here. On the 13th tithi the performer should take only 
one meal in the noon, on the 14th after finishing his usual 
morning duties and rites, he should make a sahkalpa in the 
morning with a mantra ‘ I shall perform this Sivaratrivrata that 
yields great rewards; 0 Lord of the world I may it be without 
obstacles through your favour. On the 14th I shall be without 
food and shall take my meal on the next day for enjoyment of 
pleasures and moksa, O Lord 1 be you my refuge.’ If the per¬ 
former be a brahmana, he should recite the two rk verses^^ 
‘ratrlm prapadye’ and cast water. In the evening (of 14th) 
he should take a bath with black sesame, should apply the 
tripu^idra with ashes to his forehead and also hold a 

rosary of rudrakm (berry of Elaeocarpus Ganitrus), should go 
to a temple of Siva at the beginning of night, should wash his 
feet, should take acamana ( should sip water ) and should make 
a sahkalpa * I shall perform the puja of the first watch on 
Sivaratri ’; if he intends to perform separate pujas on all the four 
watches or if he wants to perform a puja only once he should say 
* I shall perform the worship of Siva on Sivaratri for securing 
the favour of Siv'a.’ Then he should repeat the sage (Vamadeva) 
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of the Siva mantra of five letters ( §ivaya namah ), the metre 
(Anustup), the Devata ( Sadasiva) and it is to be employed for 
nydsa, puja and japa. Then he should bow to the sage, metre 
and Sadasiva and perform mjdsa on the several parts of the 
body from the heart with appropriate mystic letters and mantras 
(such as ‘ om namas-tat-purusaya namah hrdaye ’ to the last ‘ om 
yam astraya phat ); then he should worship the jar ( kalasa ) and 
contemplate on Siva as portrayed^ in the verse quoted below. 
He should then establish a lihga by performing the prana- 
pratistha and touch it and should invoke®^ Siva with four 
mantras and pray Siva to be present in the lihga till the end of 
the puja. Then he should offer an aHjali of flowers. If the 
lihga is already permanently fixed or if the lihga, though not 
fixed, has already been established with the necessary sarhskaras, 
he should omit the details from pranapratistha to dvahana^ 
Then he should perform the remaining upacaras (out of 16) 
from asana to the last. As regards snana it is provided that 
the lihga is to be bathed with pancamrta (vide note 218 ), with 
the mulamantra ( Sivaya namah ) and the mantras * Spyayasva * 
(Rg. 1 91.16 ff) and should wash it with pure water with 
the three verses ‘ apo hi stha ’ ( Bg. X 9.1-3). Then he should 
perform abhiseka (bathing of the deity) with water made 
fragrant with sandalwood, saffron and camphor to the accom¬ 
paniment of the Eudra mantras^^ recited once or repeated eleven 
times and of the Purusasukta ( Eg. X. 90 ). At the end of snSna 
(of the lihga) the performer sjiould give dcamana water (to the 
' lihga) and perform tarpana with water mixed with aksatas for 
Siva with eight names ( Bhava®® &c.) and the wives of these 
eight. After flowers the performer should offer 1008 or 108 
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bilva leaves with the thousand names of Siva*"or with mula- 
mantra. After naivedya he should offer acamana and fruits with 
mulamantra. After tamhTila he should wave a lamp (before the 
lihga) with the mulamantra and Vedic mantras, offer mantra- 
puspa with the mantra ‘om namah Sivaya’ and offer eight 
namaskaras to the eight names ‘ Bhava ’ &c. (quoted in note 
603 ) and to their wives. Then he should offer twelve ahjalis of 
, flowers with the twelve names ( noted below), perform pradak- 
' sina and namaskaras with mulamantra, repeat inaudibly the 
mulamantra 108 times, should pray for forgiveness and should 
declare (before lihga) ‘May Samba Sadasiva be pleased with 
this puja 

If a man undertook a vrata to observe Sivaratri for 24 or 
14 years or 12 years he has to perform the udyapana thereof at 

• the end of that period.^ An elaborate procedure is prescribed 
in some works such as the Purusarthacintamani (pp, 258-259), 
Vrataraja pp. 586-587, It is passed over here. 

As regards the parana on a single Sivaratri on Magha- 
krsna the texts, as noted by Nirnayasindhu, are in conflict. 
Two of them from the Skanda may be set out here^^. ‘Krspa* 
stami, Skandasasthi and Sivaratri, when these are mixed with the 

• preceding and following tithis, the one mixed with the preceding 
tithi should be accepted for the prescribed rite and the parana 
should be performed at the end of the tithi prescribed; fasten 
14th and parana on the 14th itself — such an occurrence may 
be had only if one has lakhs of good deeds to one’s credit’. 
The conclusions established by the Dharmasindhu p. 126 are; 


/ ^ 

604. (17.31-153) gives the 1008 names of Siva and 
(285. 74 ff) mentions most of the 1008 names. 

605. The 12 names are 
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‘Ifcaturdasi tithi ends before three watches of the night end, 
then the Parana should be at the erd of the (14th) tithi: if 
caturdasi (tithi) extends beyond the three watches of the night, 
then at daybreak the parana takes place in the midst of the 
14th; these are the views of Madhava and others; the opinion 
of the Nirnayasindhu is that e\en when the caturdaM tithi ends 
before the three watches of the night the parana must be observed 
in the midst of the caturdasi and not at the end of caturdasi. 

In modern times very few, if at all, go through the pro¬ 
cedure prescribed even in the Dharmasindhu. A fast is observed 
and Siva is worshipped and people may listen to stories of Siva*s 
exploits. Common people in some parts drink a beverage called 
hhang prepared by pouring water on crushed hemp leaves with 
the addition of almonds, rose leaves, opium seeds &c. It is 
supposed to be dear to Sankara. In many temples of Siva, water 
is made to drip on the lihga incessantly, 

Mr. Gupte (pp. 208-215 ) after detailing the story of a 
hunter and a doe, her mate buck and two young ones connects 
the Sivaratri observances with the constellation of Mrgasirsa 
together with Sirius (the Hunter), but he is at a loss to explain 
why the 14th of Magha-krsna should have been selected for a 
fast. Mr. Mukerji (pp. 33-37 ) contents himself by referring 
to the Sivaratrimahatmya in Santiparva. The constellation 
of Mrgasirsa and the brightest star Sirius had attracted the 
minds of ancient Indians. The Ait. Br. (Xin.9)^ narrates 
how Prajapati seeking his own daughter for intercourse sinned, 
how he assumed the form of an antelope and how the gods 
brought together their terrible forms, which became Rudra whotn 
they asked to pierce the antelope. When Rudra pierced the 
antelope, the latter fled up into the sky. People call it Mrga 
( Mrgasirsa ) and Rudra became the hunter (Mrgavyadha), the 
daughter became Rohini and the arrow (with its three parts ) 
became the three arrow-like stars. 

In the Lihgapurana as quoted in the Vrataraja (pp. 573-* 
586) there is the story of a hunter (nisada) who when 
bent on killing a doe, her mate and children unknowingly 
performed all the characteristic actions of Sivaratrivrata and 

608 . a* 
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who and the family of the buck ultimately became transformed 
into the Mrgaslrsa naksatra with the star of the hunter (Sirius) 
behind.®* 

For detailed treatment of Sivaratrivrata in the medieval 
digests, H. V. H. 71-132, V. R R 73-77, T. T. 124-133, SmK. 
481-512, P. C, 248-281, G. E. 158-167 may be consulted. 

There are other Sivaratrivratas as in H. V. n. 71-87 (which 
are different from the one described in Skanda 1.1.33), or in H.V. 
n. 87-92, or in H. V. n. 114-122, or in H. V. II. 123-130 (from 
Bhav. U.). These are all passed over for want of space. 


609. a gstirahi a»Re'ai i hj^hih uwrew vam’ra: • 
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I ^5'guor q. by ajTOsr p. 585. I could not trace this passage is the 
Venkate^ara press edition of the Lihga-purana. 




CHAPTER XII 


Holika and Grahana (eclipse) 

Holika, Holi or Holika is a festival of unmixed gaiety 
and frolics throughout India, though all parts do not observe it 
in the same way. One element, viz. bonfire, is present almost 
everywhere except in Bengal. Swinging of Krsoa image on 
Phalguna Full Moon is done in Bengal, but it is not observed 
in several other parts of India. The number of days during 
which this festival is observed also varies from province to 
province. Another item which is common to many parts of 
India is the sprinkling of friends with coloured water from 
bamboo or metal syringes or with red powder and this merriment 
is indulged in even now by persons in high places. In the 
Kohkan men dressed as women accompanied by several persons 
feo about with songs (often obscene) and music and dance. The 
only religious element is the worship of Krsna in Bengal and 
in some provinces where bonfires are made a priest is engaged 
to perform puja before the bonfire, people go round the fire 
throwing cocoanuts in the burning wood and grass, taking 
them out half-burnt and distributing the singed kernel among 
the people present as prasada. In some parts people produce 
[founds by beating their mouths with the backs of their hands. 
It is not possible nor necessary to set out in this notice all the 
varying details of this festival throughout the whole of India. 

This festival is very ancient. Originally the form of the 
word was Holaka and from references in the bhasya of Sahara 
on the Purvamlmarhsa-sutra (I. 3.15-23 it appears that it 
was in ancient times a usage very prevalent in the eastern 
parts of Bharata. But Jaimini and Sahara appear to hold that 


610 . Jrmof ^ m 
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Holaka should be observed by all Ary as. In the Kathakagrhya 
73. 1 there is the sufra ‘Raka Holake’ which is explained 
by the commentator Devapala as follows ‘ Hola is a special rite 
performed for the saubhagya of women and in that rite Raka 
(Full Moon) is the deity’. Other commentators interpret it 
differently. Among the twenty krldas found in the whole of 
Bharata and also restricted to certain provinces only and 
mentioned by Vatsyayana in his Kamasutra^^^ (I. 4. 42) is 
Holaka which is explained by the commentary Jayamahgala as 
comprising the sprinkling of each other by people on Phalguna 
Full Moon with coloured water discharged from a horn or the 
like and throwing perfumed powder. Hemadri on Kala (p. 106) 
quotes a verse from Brhadyama^^^ in which Holika-purpima is 
called * Hutasani * (as in modern times). Hemadri further 
quotes a verse fromLihgapurana^^^ “the Phalguna Full-moon day 
is said to be known as ‘Phalgunika’, as full of boyish pranks 
and tending to the prosperity of people ” and another verse 
from Varahapurana where it is qualified as ‘ patavasavilasini ’ 
( i. e. containing pranks with powder). Hemadri ( on vrata, II. 
184-190 ) quotes a long passage from the Bhav. U. (chap. 132. 
1-51) in which Yudhisthira is represented as asking Krsna 
why in each village and town a festival is held on Pha. Full 
moon, why boys become boisterous in each house and kindle 
Holaka, what god is worshipped therein, who introduced the 
festival and what is done therein and why it is called ‘ Adada.' 
Krsna tells him a legend about king Raghu whom the citizens 
approached with the complaint that a certain raksasi ( ogress ) 
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called Dhondha troubled boys by day and night. The king 
consulted his piirohita who told him that she was a raksasi, 
daughter of Malin, who got from Siva a boon that she would not 
be liable to be killed by gods or men nor suffer from arms nor 
from cold, heat or rain. The priest further told the king that 
Siva said that she would be in danger from boys going about 
crazily. The priest added that on Phalguna 15th season of 
cold vanishes and summer starts, that people may laugh and 
enjoy themselves, that boys with bits of wood in their hands may 
go out of houses in great glee, collect a heap of wood and grass, 
set it on fire with Raksoghna mantras, clap their hands, go 
round the fire thrice, laugh, sing and utter obscene words in 
the popular language and by that noise and loud peals of 
laughter on the part of boys and by the homa^^^ the ogress would 
die. When the king got all this done, the raksasi expired and 
the day came to be called ‘Adada* and Holika. Then it is 
further stated that on the next day which is the first tithi of 
the month of Caitra (on the purnimanta reckoning) people 
should salute the ashes of the bonfire with the mantra quoted 
below,^^^ then worship of Kama should be made on a square in 
the house yard in the midst of which square a seat should be 
arranged and in front a jar covered with leaves containing 
aksatas and smeared with white sandalwood paste should be 
placed. The image of Kama should have sandalwood paste 
applied to it by a beautiful woman and thereafter the priest 
should make the performer partake of mango blossoms mixed 
with sandalwood paste. Then donations should be made to 
learned brahmanas, bards &c. according to one’s ability with the 
words ‘ May the God of Love be pleased with me.* The purana 
winds up with the verse ‘ When the season of frost ends on the 
15th of the bright half and the time of spring approaches in the 
morning, that man who partakes of mango blossoms with sandal¬ 
wood paste lives in happiness.’ 

Instead of the gay and saturnalia-like practices prevalent 
in many parts of India about Holika, Bengal celebrates it by 
the Dolayatra. Sulapani composed thereon a short work called 

615. ‘ rm m 
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Dolayatra-viveka.^^^ The festival should be carried on for five 
or three days. Before the Full moon of Phalguna, on the 14th 
at the beginning of night an utsava in honour of Agni is to be 
celebrated to the east of the mandapa. Then an image of 
Govinda is to be made, it is established in a structure with 16 
pillars on a vedikd (raised platform) and it is to be bathed with 
pancamrta and various items of worship are to be offered and 
seven times the swing on which the image is placed has to be 
rocked to and fro. Fire kindled on the first day is to be preserved 
till the days of the festival end At the end the swing is to be 
rocked 21 times. It is narrated that king Indradyumna started 
this swing festival in Vrndavana. By means of this utsava a 
man becomes free from aU sins. Then Sulapani discusses at 
some length the exact tithi, prahara and naksatra on which the 
Dolayatra is to be performed. Briefly, the conclusion is that 
Dolayatra must be performed when the Full Moon tithi is runn¬ 
ing, whether there is Uttara-phalgunl-naksatra or not.^^® 

The Kalatattvavivecana very succinctly puts down the 
characteristics of Holikotsava as set forth in the Bhavisyottara.^^^ 
The Ifirnayasindhu (227), Smrti-kaustubha (516-519), Purus- 
artha-cintamani (308-319) and other late medieval works dis¬ 
course on this festival, but for reasons of space their discussions 
are not set out here. 

As Holaka is mentioned by Jaimini and the Kathakagrhya, 
it follows that it prevailed at least some centuries before Christ. 
The Kamasutra and Bhavisyottara connect it with spring and it 
was performed at the end of the year (on purnimanta reckoning). 
Therefore, the bonfire represents the expiry of the season of 
frost and cold and heralds the warmth and love-making of spring. 
The ribald songs, dance and music are further accretions due to 
the joy felt on the advent of spring. The sprinkling of coloured 


617. It is edited by Shri Sureshchandra Banerji in tbe volume of 
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water and powder is an additional item in the celebration of the 
delights of spring. In some provinces this sprinkling is done 
on the very day of the Holika, while in the Deccan it is indulged 
in on the 5th day (popularly called Eahga-pancaml) after Holika 
bonfire. Though the Holika festival is composite in several 
parts of India and is celebrated on more days than one, in origin 
it is no more than a spring festival. In some parts mud is 
thrown by people at each other on the day after bonfire. That is 
probably an extension of the idea of applying ashes of the bon¬ 
fire to ones forehead and the body on the day after it. The 
usage in some parts of creating noise by striking the back of 
one’s hand against one’s mouth accompanied by an obscene 
reference to sex is a further perversion due to welcoming the 
advent of spring which is traditionally the season of love-mak¬ 
ing. Mr. Gupte in ‘ Hindu holidays and ceremonies* tries hard 
to show that the Holika festival was ‘ imported from Egypt or 
Greece’ (p. 92). This theory is very fantastic and does not 
deser\re to be taken seriously. He had not read, it appears, 
the ancient works mentioned above and is not himself sure 
whether the origin is to be found in Egypt or in Greece. 

Graham (eclipse, solar and lunar). Great importance was 
attached from very ancient times to eclipses. An extensive 
literature has accumulated on this subject. Vide among others 
Hemadri on Kala 379-394, Kalaviveka 521-543, Krtyaratnakara 
625-^31, Kalanirnaya 346-358, Varsakriyakaumudi 90-117, 
Tithitattva 150-162, Krtyatattva 432-434, Nirnayasindhu 61-76, 
SmK 69-80, Dharmasindhu 32-35, Gadadharapaddhati (Kalasara) 
588-599. A total eclipse of the Sun is referred to even in the 
Egveda V. 40.5, 6, 8 ‘OSiinl when Svarbhanu, the son of an 
asura, struck you with darkness. O Indral when you struck 
down the wiles of Svarbhanu that existed below the heaven, 
Atri secured the Sun which had been concealed by darkness that 
deviated from the usual rule (or law) by means of the highest 
(or 4th) prayer’ It is stated in the Sahkhayana Brahmana 

620. p. 301 quotes the following verses 
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(24.3) that the Atris performed the Saptadasa-stoma three dayg 
before Visuvat and thereby smote the demon Svarbhanu that 
had pierced the sun with darkness i. e. the solar eclipse (in Bg. 
V. 40.5 ff.) took place three days before the autumnal Visuvat 
(equinox). 

It appears from the Brhat-samhita that the real cause of 
eclipses was known to Indian astronomers several centuries 
before Varahamihira (1st half of 6th century A. D.) who 
remarks ^22 * ^ lunar eclipse the moon enters into the shadow 

of the earth and in a solar eclipse the moon enters the Sun (i. e. 
cornea between the sun and the earth), that this cause of eclipses 
was found by (former) acaryas who had a divine insight; that 
Rahu is not the cause (of eclipses); this is the true state that the 
sastra (of astronomy) declares (or this is the real intent of 
sastra)*. In spite of this correct theory of eclipses, common 
people and even learned men (not astronomers) then believed 
and do believe up to the present day that Rahu is the cause of 
eclipses and regard an eclipse as a special occasion for bath, 
gifts, japa^ sraddha and the like. Varahamihira makes an effort^^ 
to square Sruti, Smrti, popular belief and real astronomical 
doctrine by the remark that there was an Asura on whom a 
boon was conferred by Brahma ‘You will be gratified by a por¬ 
tion of the gifts and offerings made on an eclipse that Asura 
remains present to receive his portion and that therefore it is 
metaphorically (poetically) said that he is Rahu. Rationalism 
and popular traditions and superstition cannot go together. 
Some difference was made between an eclipse of the Sun and 


( Continued from last page ) 
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that of the moon. Vyasa says: ‘ an eclipse of the moon is one 

hundred thousand times (more meritorious than an ordinary 
day) and an eclipse of the Sun ten times more so than the 
preceding and if the waters of the Ganges are near (for a bath) 
then a moon eclipse is one crore of times (more meritorious) and 
a sun’s eclipse is ten times more so than the preceding 

The first duty of a person on seeing an eclipse is to bathe. 
It is said ‘on^^^ seeing Rahu (i. e. eclipse) men of all varr^s 
become impure. They should first bathe and then do their usual 
duties and should give up food already cooked (before the 
eclipse)*. Peculiar sanctity was deemed to attach to the time 
of grahana. If a man^^^ does not take a bath at the time of 
eclipse, at the passage (of the sun) from one rail to another* 
there is no doubt that he would suffer from leprosy for seven 
future lives and sorrow would be his lot.’ He should take a bath 
in cold water and in as holy a place as possible. The holiest 
bath is the one in the Ganges or Godavari or at Prayaga, then 
in any one^^^ of the big rivers such as the six rivers connected 
with Himavat mountain and the six south of the Vindhya 
mentioned in the Brahmapurana, then in any other water, since 
at the time of eclipse all water becomes holy like Ganges water* 
A bath with hot Water was allowed only to children, old men 
and persons that were ill. One had^^ to take a bath when the 
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eclipse began, to perform homa, worship of gods and sraddha 
while the eclipse was in progress, to make gifts when the eclipse 
was about to end, and to take a bath again when the sun or 
moon became free from eclipse. Even a person who is impure 
owing to a birth or death has to take a bath on an eclipse but 
he is not to make a gift or to perform sraddha (according toGauda 
writers), but the Madanaratna and the Nirnayasindhu refute this 
view and hold that in an eclipse even one who is in asauca can 
take a bath, perform sraddha and purascarana.^^^ In the puranas 
and medieval digests some distinction as regards merit or holiness 
was made between eclipses in certain months and baths in certain 
rivers or holy places. The Kalanirnaya (p. 350) especially 
commends the Godavari for a bath in a lunar eclipse and one in 
the Narmada for a solar eclipse. The Krtyakalpataru (Naiyata- 
kala), Hemadri on Kala and the Kalaviveka quote ^ a long 
passage from the Devipurana, some verses of which may be 
rendered here: * an eclipse in Kartika is the highest (in merit) 
at the confluence of the Gahga and Yamuna, in Margaslrsa on 
Devika, in Pausa Narmada is holy, in Magha Sannihita is holy’ 
&c. On the occasion of the partial eclipse of the sun on 20th 
June 1955 about four hundred thousand people took a bath at 
Kuruksetra and Sanyahet (Sannihita of ancient times). 

The general rule is that one should not take a bath, make a 
gift or perform a sraddha at night. Apastamba says * let him 
avoid a bath at night’. Manu says‘one should not perform a 
Sraddha at night, she (night) is declared to be a raksasl 
(a demon) and also at both twilights and when the sun has just 
risen’. But eclipses were an exception as regards bath, gift and 
sraddha. Yajnavalkya enumerates eclipses among the proper 
times for sraddha. 
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Great value of gifts &c. in eclipse 

It is stated by Satatapa^ that gifts, baths, tapas and 
sraddha at the time of eclipses yield inexhaustible (rewards or 
merit); the night is a raksasi elsewhere ( at times other than 
those of eclipses); therefore one should avoid it (in other 
matters). A passage is quoted from the Mahabharata ‘ on 
ayana and Visuva days and on the occasion of the eclipses of 
the sun and the moon, one should make a gift of land together 
with daksina to a deserving brahmana*. Yajhavalkya succin¬ 
ctly observes ‘ not by learning alone nor by tapas alone ( does 
one become a deserving person ); that is declared a deserving 
person ( pah^n ) in whom these two ( ndya and tapas ) and 
actions ( appropriate to these ) are found / Numerous inscrip¬ 
tions published so far bear witness to the fact that over the 
whole of India ancient and medieval kings and well-to-do people 
carried out to the letter this recommendation of making gifts of 
land on eclipses. Some inscriptions are mentioned here by way of 
illustration. Vide for gifts on solar eclipses the following: I. A. VI. 
pp.72“'75 (in sake 534 expired) the grant of a village to a brahmana 
of Tagara by the great king Satyasraya Pulikesi II on Bhadrapada 
amavasya; E. I. Vol. III. pp. 1-7 the Pattadakal pillar inscrii)- 
tion of Western Calukya Kirtivarman 11 recording a grant of 
fields on a total eclipse of the sun in Sravana (Fleet calculates 
that it was 25th June 754 A. D.), E. I. Vol. III. pp. 103-110 
Paithan Plates of Pastrakuta Govindaraja (III) recording the 
grant of a village after the king bathed in the Godavari on a 
total solar eclipse in Vaisakha of saka year 716 (4th May 794 
A. D.); E. I. VII. pp. 202-208 Sirur inscription of the time of 
Bastrakuta Amoghavarsa I on a solar eclipse in Jyestha, of 
saka year 788 ( expired) on a Sunday (16th June 866 A. D.); 
E. I. IX pp. 98-102 grant of a village bj Western Calukya king 
Vikramaditya I on a solar eclipse in Sravana in his 6th regnal 
year ( Monday, 13th July 660 A. D. acc. to Kielhorn ), E. I. Vol. 
XIV. pp. 156-163 the Naihati grant of the Bengal king 
Ballalasena of a village as a daksina on the gift of a golden 
horse on the occasion of a solar eclipse by the king’s mother* 
As to lunar eclipses vide J. B. B. R. A. S. voL 20 pp. 131 fif 
Nausarl plate of the Gujarat Bastrakuta king Karka I in sake 
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738 Magha purnima, E. I. voL I p. 338 Patna Inscription of the 
time of Yadava Singhana in sake 1128 (rather 1129), 9th 
August (1209 A. D.) Sravanapurnima for endowing a college 
( matha) to teach Bhaskaracarya s astronomical works; I A. vol. 
8 p. 96 grant of a village to 31 brahmanas on Full Moon day 
of Mahamagha ( Somagrahane ) in the first half of 7th century 
A. D. by Pulikesi;* E. I vol. XIX. p. 41, E. I. vol. XX. p. 725 (of 
Vikrama 1108), C. 1.1. IV. No. 13, 25, 31 for grants on solai 
eclipses and No. 21 on lunar eclipse. Even now poor people 
create a pandemonium in towns and cities clamouring for 
clothes and cash. 

As regards sraddha, it is often difficult to perform it at the 
time of an eclipse for two reasons. Most eclipses are partial 
and the time is short. Besides, there is a prohibition to eat food 
during an eclipse. A prajapatya expiation is prescribed for 
partaking of food during an eclipse. It is therefore provided 
in some smrtis and digests that the sraddha performed should 
be the amasraddha or hemasraddha^. Though the person 
performing sraddha in an eclipse is deemed to reap great 
merit, the person partaking of sraddha dinner is liable 
to undergo an expiation and is generally looked down upon. 
The Mitaksara on Yaj. I. 217-218 quotes the first quarter of a 
verse * one should not eat during a solar or lunar eclipse 
Therefore a good brahman a cannot be easily secured and the 
performance of sraddha with details is well-nigh impossible, 
even though Satatapa and others state that it is obligatory: 
‘ on seeing Rahu (i. e. an eclipse) one should perform a sraddha 
even at the cost of all his wealth; one who does not perform 
sraddha then sinks like a cow in mud.’ The order of the several 
acts on an eclipse is : first bath in Ganges or other water, prana- 
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yama, tarpana, japa of Gayatrl, homa in fire with sesame 
with the vyahrtis and the mantras for the planets as in Yaj. 
I, 300^301, then amasraddha, gifts of gold, food, cows and land. 

In these days most people except very sophisticated ones 
still take a bath on eclipses and make some gifts also, but do 
not proceed further in the matter of eclipses. An eclipse is the 
best time for japa and for diksa (initiation) and perfection in the 
mantras peculiar to various deities: ‘ one^^® should engage in japa 
and the like while an eclipse of the sun or moon is in progress; 
one should not bathe nor eat food during that time, but when 
the sun and the moon are free from eclipse one should bathe and 
partake of food: one may engage in the japa of the Gayatri 
mantra (Rg. III. 62.10) and it is laid down that if one does not 
engage in japa on an eclipse one becomes sinful. For diksa as 
to mantras seven days from eclipse are allowed. Solar eclipse 
is the best time for diksa. 

The Punyakala (the holy period) in the case of eclipses 
lasts only as long as the eclipse is visible to the eye. Jabali 
says^ ‘In the case of sahkranti the punyakala is 16 kalas on 
both sides thereof, but in the case of a lunar or solar eclipse it 
lasts only so long as the eclipse is visible This leads on to a 
question that is very much discussed in the several medieval 
works and on which there is great divergence of views. Much 
emphasis is laid on the words ‘ yavad-darsana-go-carah ’ and 
‘ rahudarsane ’ occurring in several verses (quoted in the notes, 
633, 639 &c. ). The Krtyakalpataru (Naiyatakala) argues 
that in those passages ‘darsana’ (being visible) is declared 
to be the cause or occasion of the several acts (snana, dtoa 
&o.) to be performed in an eclipse, that an eclipse is an 
occasion only when it is known that it has occurred, and 
that knowledge must be derived from the eye and that 
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therefore when the sun or moon is screened from view by 
clouds one need not enter upon a bath and the like prescribed 
in the case of an eclipse.^ Hemadri on Kala quotes this 
view and criticizes it in several ways. He first relies on 
Manu IV. 37 that prescribes that one should never see the 
sun when it is rising or setting or when it is eclipsed or is 
reflected in water or when it is in mid-sky. If actual seeing 
were necessary, that is an impossible condition as Manu has 
prohibited it and the result would be that one need not bathe 
when an eclipse is really on. He further says that sistas do 
observe bath &c. even if they do not actually see the eclipse. 
Therefore, he proposes that punyakala exists so long as the 
eclipse is deduced to last from the sastra (of astronomy). The 
Krtyaratnakara (pp. 625-26) discusses the question, remarks 
that snana and the other prescribed actions should be performed 
during that period in which the eclipse can be seen. It was 
argued by some that an eclipse by itself (and not seeing it) is 
the occasion on which bath, gift &c. must be observed; to this 
the Kalaviveka gave the reply that, if mere existence of an 
eclipse were an occasion for bath, then the unacceptable con¬ 
clusion would be that even if the moon were to be eclipsed (in 
some other country) according to astronomical calculations 
a person in a different country would have to undergo a bath 
by day for a lunar eclipse in a distant land. The Smrti- 
kaustubha and Samayaprakasa therefore lay down that what 
is meant by ‘ darsana-gocarah ’ is that when one knows from 
the astronomical science that the eclipse is capable of being seen 
with the eye in a particular country one should at the respective 
times perform bath and the like (even though one may not 
actually see it). The Saihvatsara-pradlpa is quite explicit ‘ that 
is said to be an eclipse which can he observed by the eye; one 
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should perform religious acts on such an eclipse, but not on 
mere calculation.’ 

If a solar eclipse occurs on a Sunday and a lunar one on 
Monday, such a conjunction was called Cadamani and it was 
laid down that a Cudamani eclipse yields one crore of times as 
much merit as an eclipse on other week days.^*^ 

Some held that on the day previous to an eclipse one should 
observe a fast; but Hemadri provided that a fast was to be 
observed on the day of the eclipse. ^ A householder however 
who had a son living was not to observe a fast as laid down in 

a text.^ 

About partaking of food before, during and after an eclipse 
elaborate rules were laid down from comparatively early times. 
The Visnudharmasutra^^^ provides: ‘one must not eat during 
an eclipse of the moon or sun; he should eat, after having 
previously taken a bath, when the eclipse is at an end; if the 
sun or moon have set before the eclipse was over he must bathe 
and on the next day he may eat again after having seen the 
sun rise This is elaborated in two verses quoted in several 
works: * One should not take food before a solar eclipse and 
also in the evening of the day of a lunar eclipse; and one should 
not eat when the eclipse is in progress; but when the sun or 
moon is free from eclipse one may, after a bath, partake of food; 
when the moon is free from eclipse one may take food (even at 
night thereafter) provided it is not mahanisa; when the sun or 
moon sets before being free from eclipse, one should see them 
rising the next day, bathe and then partake of food *. 
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It was further prescribed that not only was one not to eat 
during an eclipse, but in the case of a lunar eclipse one was not 
to eat for three praharas (9 hours or 22| ghatikas ) before the 
eclipse started and for four praharas before a solar eclipse starts, 
but this does not apply to children, old men and women.^^ This 
period of three or four praharas before an eclipse was called and 
even now is called‘vedha*. The Krtyatattva (p. 434) collects 
together in one place all the above propositions about taking 
food. Although these rules are not generally observed in these 
days by people in cities and by educated people, in the author’s 
boyhood they were strictly observed by almost all adults 
educated or illiterate. 

Certain astrological results were deemed to follow from 
eclipses. One or two are cited here for illustration* 
The Visnudharmottara^^^ states that if in one and the same 
month there is first an eclipse of the moon and then of the sun, 
that occurrence would tend to create disputes between biahmanas 
and ksatriyas, but if the opposite was the case, then there would 
be prosperity. The same purana says that persons born on the 
naksatra on which there is an eclipse of the sun or moon suifer 
troubles unless they perform santi rites (to avert the evil results). 
Hemadri (on Kala pp. 392-93) quotes several verses from Garga 
about the prognostications derived from eclipses of the sun and 
moon when they are in certain naksatras. Atri provides 
* When the moon and the sun are eclipsed in the naksatra of a 
man’s birth, that forebodes disease, long journeys, death and 
great danger from the king (of the country)’. 
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List of Abbreviations used in the following 
List of Vratas 


AK 

= Ahalyakamadhenu (ms). 

BB 

= Bhujabalanibandha of Bhoja (ms). 

BHP 

= Bhagavatapurana. 

BHAV 

= Bhavisyapurana. 

BHAVU 

= Bhavisyottarapurana. 

BR 

= Brahmanda-purana. 

BRAH 

= Brahmapurana. 

BRV 

= Brahmavaivarta. 

Br. S. 

= Brhat“sarhhita of Varahamibira. 

DE 

= Devipurapa. 

DNS 

= Dvaitanirpaya-siddhanta’^angraha* 

DS 

= Dharmasindhu. 

DT 

= Durgotsavatattva. 

DV 

= Ehirgotsavaviveka of Sulapanl 

ET 

= Ekadasitattva. 

GAR 

= Garudapurana. 

GK 

= Gadadharapaddhati ( Kalasara portion). 

HK 

= Hemadri’s Gaturvarga-cintamani on Kala. 

HV 

= Hemadrfs Vratakhanda voL I and II. 

KAL 

= Kalikapurana. 

KKN 

= Naiyatkalika Kapda of Krtyakalpataru. 

KKV 

= Vratakapda of Krtyakalpataru, 

KN 

= Kalanirpaya of Madhava. 

KNK 

= Kalanirpaya-karika. 

KR 

= Krtyaratnakara. 

ESS 

= Krtyasara-samuccaya. 

KT 

= Krtyatattva of Raghunandana. 

KTV 

= Kalatattva-vivecana. 

EUR 

= Kurmapurapa. 

EV 

= Kalaviveka of Jlmutavahana. 

LIN 

= Lingapurapa. 

MAR 

= M^kapdeya-purana. 
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MAT = Matsyapurana. 

MB = Mahabharata. 

M. Bh. = Mahabhasya. 

NA = Nirnayamrta. 

Nar = Naradapurana. 

NM = Nllamatapurana. 

Nrs = Nrsimha-purana. 

NS = Nirnayasindhu. 

Pad = Padmapurana. 

PC = Purusartha-cintamani. 

EM = Rajamartanda of Bboja (ms). 

RNP = Rajanitiprakasa (part of Vlramitrodaya). 
SM = Samayamayukha. 

SMK or SmK= Smrtikaustubha (on Tithi and Sarhvatsara). 

SP = Samayaprakasa, part of Vlramitrodaya. 

SPR or SPr = Samayapradipa of Srldatta (ms) 

TT = Tithitattva. 

TV =: Tithiviveka of Sulapani. 

Va = Vamanapurana. 

Var = Varahapurana. 

Vayu = Vayupurana. 

V. Dh, = Visnu-dharmasutra. 

Vi. Dh. = Visnudbarmottara-purana. 

Vis = Visnupurana. 

VK = Vrata-kosa. 

VKD = Varsakrtya-dlpaka. 

VKK = Varsakriya-kaumudl. 

VKR = Varsakrtya of Rudradbara. 

VKV = Vratakalaviveka, 

VP = Vrataprakasa (part of Vlramitrodaya) ms. 

VR = Vrataraja. 

VRK = Vratodyapana-kaumudi. 

VT = Vratatattva. 
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The following list of vratas and utsavas does not claim to 
be thoroughly exhaustive. But it is far more exhaustive and 
informative than any similar list so far prepared in English by 
any one or contained in any work in English, The line of 
demarcation between vratas and utsavas is very thin. Many 
vratas contain an element of festivities and many utsavas have 
more or less a religious element also and were religious in the 
beginning though later on they became secular, like the Olympic 
games of Greece. It may be pointed out that in the Asiatic 
Researches, vol. Ill, Sir William Jones published a list of Hindu 
festival days based on the Tithitattva (pp. 257-293 ) and Prof. 
Kielhorn also inserted a list of festival days based mainly on 
the Dharmasindhu in I. A. vol. 26 pp. 177-187. Both these are 
meagre. The Indian Ephemeris (vol. I part 1 pp. 55-69 ) has a 
long descriptive list and a brief but accurate account of Indian 
festivals in relation to tithis and vice versa. Yet it is not as 
exhaustive as this list will be and it refers hardly to any autho¬ 
ritative texts. Very recently in the Report (1953) of the Calendar 
Reform Committee presided over by the late Dr. M. N. Saha there 
is a list of lunar festivals (from Caitra onward ) and solar festi¬ 
vals and of some important tithis (pp. 101-108) and an 
alphabeticed list of festivals (pp. 111-115 ), which is exhaustive 
but its great defect is that no texts are cited or referred to and 
hardly any details are given except month, paksa and tithi. 
There are a few works on vratas written in Bengali and other 
regional languages of India, but I could not include most of 
them in this volume as I do not know most of those languages, 
though I have referred to some of them. Apart from vratas 
and utsavas certain matters and technical terms that occur 
frequently in works on vratas have been included. The list is 
arranged in the Sanskrit alphabetical order, though everything 
is transliterated into the English alphabet for the convenience of 
printing. For saving space abbreviations have been very 
largely employed and a list of the most important abbreviations 
is given in the preceding pages. As regards each vxata the time 
when it begins, whether it is a tithivrata or vftravrata, 
samvatsara-vrata or a naksatravrata or a praklrnaka vrata is 
generally indicated (except where from its very title or d^cnp- 
tion its nature is clear), the deity to be worshipped is pointed 
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out where possible or necessary, some details are added in certain 
cases, and some of the works in which it is described are 
mentioned. The rewards promised are not generally set out, as 
most of them are included in the rewards mentioned on p. 55-56 
above, and as they are often too numerous to specify and also 
for reasons of space. Similarly, tithis that are Yugadi or 
Yugantya or Manvadi or Kalpadi have not all been noted as 
they are too many but they are enumerated in one place under 
the words Yugadi &c. I have made great efforts to trace the 
Pauranic quotations to their sources, but I regret that I have 
not been quite successful owing to several causes such as the 
vast extent of Puranas, owing to several recensions of the same 
purana and owing to my inadvertence or sheer weariness. One 
feels that tracing a verse to its origin is often as difficult as 
finding a pin in a haystack. The author or authors of Puranas 
often wrote like modern advertisers of medicines, toilet articles 
&c. Most of the vratas are said to have been declared by divi¬ 
nities like Siva to Parvatl, by Krsna to Yudhisthira, by great 
sages like Markandeya, Narada, Dhaumya, Yajhavalkya, 
Vasistha and it is often added that the Vrata is a great secret 
not narrated or known even to gods and goddesses e. g. Siva* 
ratrivrata (in HV II. 88), 

It may not be out of place to point out here what should be 
done about the numerous vratas and utsavas, described so far 
and to be mentioned in the long list that follows. Many of the 
vratas and utsavas once observed have already gone out of vogue 
owing to various causes. But it would not do to recommend 
the abolition of all vratas and utsavas even in the latter half of 
the 20th century. Some seasonal vratas and festivals should be 
kept up as in the case of Divali and Holika, but they should be 
shorn of extravagances like gambling on Balipratipada or the 
obscenities and dirt-throwing indulged in by some people in 
Holika. Other vratas and utsavas like the PamanavamI, Vijaya- 
dasaml, Krsna-janmastaml should also be celebrated in order to 
remind the present generation of the great heroes and azataras 
of the past and the supreme values they exemplified in their 
lives and a few new ones such as the Jayantls of Shivaji, Guru- 
Govindsingh, Tagore, Tilak and Gandhi may be added. Besides, 
such vratas as Vata-savitrl and Haritalika may still be empha¬ 
sized for observance by women and lastly such nice observances 
redolent of disinterested regard and affection as Raksabandhana 
and Bhratrdvitiya deserve to be preserved* 
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It should be remembered that several vratas depend con¬ 
jointly upon month, tithi and naksatra together. It is difficult 
to classify such vratas and my classification may in some cases 
appear to be arbitrary. For saving space the details mentioned 
above will not generally be conveyed in regular sentences, but 
in catch-words only. The figures after the abbreviated name of 
a work represent pages and Eoman figures refer to volumes or 
parts; and double Arabic figures with a dot between represent 
chapter and verses respectively. As most vratas are tithivratas, 
the word tithi is not mentioned where the vrata has reference to 
a tithi alone and to no other particular (such as month or 
week-day &c.). The word vrata has been generally omitted after 
the names, except where I felt that doubt or confusion is likely 
to be caused. The word ‘ purana ’ is not added to the names of 
puranas such as Agni, Vamana &c. Except in the case of puranas 
references to medieval digests and commentaries are generally 
arranged in chronological order. The following abbreviations 
are used for months and half months: Cai. = Caitra, Vai. 
= Vaisakha, Jy. = Jyestha, As. = Asadha, Sr. = Sravana, Bh. 
— Bhadrapada, Asv.=Asvina, K.=Kartika, Marg. = Margasirsa, 
P. = Pausa, M. = Magha, Pha. = Phalguna; Su.or su.= Sukla, 
Kr. or kr. = Krsna (paksa). 

Akmyacaturthl —Caturthl with Tuesday yields special rewards 
for vratas like upavasa. GK 72. 

Akmjaphalaiapti —Vai. su. 3; tithi; Visnupuja. HV I. 499 
( special merit if Krttika occurs on that tithi); NS 92-94. 
Aksayyatrtiya —Vide p. 88-89 above. 

Aksayyaiiavami —K. Su. 9; tithi; a a called Kusmanda was 
killed by Visnu this day: VR 347. Vide yugadi. 

Akhandadvddasi —(1) As. su. 11 (beginning); (fast on that day) 
and on 12th Visnupuja; tithi-vrata for one year; what is 
incomplete in rites becomes complete; KKV 344-347 and 
HV I. 1103-1105; (2) Marg. su. 12; removes raikalya in 
yajiia, upavasa and vrata; HV'1.1117-1124 (from Vi Dh.), 
Va. 17.11-25; Agni (chap. 190); Gar. 1.118, Bhav U. 79. 

Aga^lijadarsana-pujane (seeing the star Agastya when the Sun 
is in the middle of Zodiacal sign Virgo and worship at 
night): N. M. pp. 76-77 verses 934-939. 

AgafifynrghyadUm—io^enng arghya to Agastya, Canopus, a star 
of the first magnitude). Mat. chap. 61 for Agastyotpatti; 
Gar. 1.119. l-i; KV. 290-292. (Agastya rises and sets at 
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different times in different countries); Agni. 206. 1-2 
(arghya to be offered three days and 20 ghatikas before Sun 
enters Virgo); vide RM. (verses 1206-1228 in ABORI. vol. 
36 pp. 317-320), KKN 448-451, HVII 893-904, KR 294-299, 
VKK 340-343; RM (verses 1219-20) quote Rg. 1179. 6 as 
mantra for arghya by dvijas and for others the mantra ‘ kasa- 
puspapratlkasa vahniraarutasambhava i Mitravarunayoh 
putra Kumbhayone namostu te’ cited in Mat. 61. 50, Gar. I 
119. 5. SPr (folio 40 b) remarks that there are two modes, 
one based on Brah (where arghya is main thing), the other 
based on Mat (where worship is main); KSS 12 provides 
arghyadanaioT three days from Bh. su 13; vide TT 146 
and KT 443. For belief that the rise of Agastya made 
turbid waters clear, vide Raghu IV. 21. 

Agni —fires kindled in several religious rites are addressed by 
different names, e. g. kitchen fire is Pavaka, that in Garbhi- 
dhana is Maruta; vide TT 99 quoting Grhyasahgraha 
( 12 - 12 ). 

Agnivrata—Vh^, Kr. 4 (fast); one year; Vasudevapuja; Vi. Dh, 
m 143.1-7 q. by HV I. 506 (a caturmurtivrata). 

Aghoracaturdaii--B]x, Kr. 14 (fast that day); Siva; vide GK 
157, VKK 315, TT 122; KT 443. 

Angarakarcaturthl—A\h tithi on a Tuesday; eight times or four 
times or for life; puja of Mars; mantra is ‘ Agnirmurdha’ 

(Rg* Vni. 44.16) and for sudras only to remember Mars. 
Mat 72.1-45 (17 of which q. by KKV 77-79, HV I 508-509), 
Pad. V. 24. 20-63, Bhav U. 31. 1-62; VKK 32-33; VR 
188-191; KKV (80-81) and HV I. 518-519 (quote from 
Bhav.), the latter calling it Sukhavrata. The dhyana in 
A. K, (folio 354^) is ‘Avantl-samuttham sumesasanastham 
dharanandanam raktavastram samide \ 

Angaraka.c(Uurdaii~GK 610; if there be 4th tithi or 14th on a 
Tuesday that yields more results than a hundred sun 
eclipses. 

Angira-vrata dark 10th, one year; worship of ten gods named; 
Vi. Db. HI. 177.1-3. 

A cala$aptam% M. su, 7; worship of the sun; ekabhakta on 6th, 
on 7th upavasa, at end of night on 7th standing water to be 
stirred after placing a lamp on one’s head; HV 1 643-648 
(from Bhav U.) where Krsna tells Yudhisthira the story of 
a penitent prostitute Indumatl who performed it, Vratarka 
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folio 120^-122^, VR. 253-255, NA. 53 (says it is also called 
Jayanti); Bhaskaradhyana on this day. 

Acijutavrata-^V, Kr 1; tithi; Acyutapuja and homa with sesame 
and ghee with ‘ Om namo Vasudevaya thirty brahmanas 
with their wives to be fed; AK. folio 230. 

Ativijaijaikadasi—^on sukla Ekadasi with Panarvasu-naksatra , 
for a year ( gift of a prastha of sesame); Hari; HV, 1.1147 
(from Vi. Dh.) 

Adaridrm'^sasthl—Oxi sasthi (either fast or ekabhakta &c.); 
for one year; Bhaskarapuja; HV L 626-627 (quotes four 
verses of Skanda); the performer omits oil and salt and 
feeds brahmana on rice boiled with milk and sugar; no one 
in family is born poor or becomes poor. 

Adhimasa—{ intercalary month); its nirnaya and krfija ; BK 
26-66, KV 113-168, NS 9-15, SmK 520-529, PC 12-31, 
VKK 231-236, KR 536-539. 

Aduhkha-^iavajnt—foT all, but specially for women; Bh. ki. 9; 
Parvati; VR 332-337 (from Skanda). In Bengal women 
perform this for avaidhauya. 

Marg. dark 8; tithi; worship of Anagha and Anaghl 
image made with darbhas to be identified with Vasudeva 
^ and Laksmi with * ato deva ’ (Rg, I. 22.16) or namask^a 
by sudras; Bhav U. 58.1 ff (q. by HV I. 813-14 and AK 
folio 547^). 

Anangatraijodasl—(l)'!iA^xg.^. 13; tithi; one year; Sambhu- 
puja and bath with pancamrta; every month Anahga 
(identified with Sambhu) to be worshipped under a different 
name (such as Smara in Magha) and with different flowers 
and naivedya ; HV H. 1-8 (from Bhav U), KN 278, GK 
153; purvaviddha to be taken; occurs in Gar. I 117; ( 2 ) 
Cai. or Bh. su. 13; tithi; once or every month in a year; 
worship of picture of Kama on cloth under twelve different 
names; HV H. 8-9 (from Kalottara), PC 223, NS 88. 

Anangadanavrata —Sunday with Hasta, Pusya or Punarvasu; 
for Vesyas; worship of Visnu and Kama (Gtod of love); 
thirteen months; Vesya to offer herself to a brahmana on 
Sunday who repeats mantra ‘ ka idam kasma adat Kama^ 
&c. \ Vide Atharva IH. 29. 7, Tai. Br. H. 2. 5. 5-fi, Ap. Sr. 
V. 13 for Kamastuti; Mat. chap. 70=Pad. V. 23.74-146 (with 
some additions); KKV 27-31 (calls it Ve^yadityahgadtoa- 

H, D, 33 
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vrata), HV II 544-548 (from Pad.); KR 605-608 (from 
Mat) 

Anangor-pcivitr^ropana —Sr. su. 13; HV II. 443, PC 338. 
Anantacaturdasl —See above pp. 151-153. 

Su. 3 of BL, Vai. or Marg.; one year; worship of 
Gaurl with different flowers each month; Mat 62. 1-39 = 
Pad. V. 23. 61-104, Bhav U. 36. 1-41, KKV 60-66 (quotes 
Mat), HV I. 433-436 (from Pad.), KR 365-270. 

Bh. su. 12; tithi; for one year; Hari-puja. Vi. 
Dh. in. 219.1-5, HV 1.1200-1301 (from Visnurahasya). 

Anantapancami—¥h.^. su. 5; tithi; no deity mentioned; HV I. 
564 (from Skanda, Prabhasakhanda ). 

Anantaphalasaptami—^]!, ^u. 7; tithi; one year; worship of Sun; 
HV 1.741 (from Bhav. Brahmaparva 110.1-8), KKV 148-149. 

AnantaratTUyarvrata—^i^Q Anantarya-Vrata below. 

Anantavrata—{ 1) Begin on Marg. on that day that has Mrga-^ 
slrsa-naksatra; one year; in each month different naksatra 
(in P. Pusya, in M. Magha and so on); Visnupuja; HV. IL 
pp. 667-^71 (from Vi. Dh. 1.173.1-30 ). It is putrada, (3) 
Vi. Dh. HI. 150.1-5; Another variety from 3nd tithi; one 
year; worship of Ananta ( as Visnu); a caturmurtivrata. 

Ananddrmavamt—Fh.a. su. 9; tithi; one year; Devipuja; KKV 
299-301 ( calls it Ananda), HV I 948-950. 

Anaraka-vrata —begins Marg. su. 1; rtuvrata; for two seasons, 
hemanta and sisira: Kesavapuja; 108 times japa of ‘Om 
namah Kesavaya’; dvadasi has special rites; HV II. pp. 
839-42 (from Visnu-rahasya). 

Annakutotsava —See Govardhana-puja. Vide Var. 164 and SMK 

374. 

Anodanasaptami —Begin with fast on Cai. su. 6 and worship 
Sun on 7th; tithi; HV 1.702-705 (from Bhav.), KKV 205-208, 
KR 121-123. Odana comprises bhaksya, bhojya and lehya 
(to be licked), but water is not odana and may be drunk 
that day. 

Annaddna-mahatmya —See * Sadavarta*. 

Aparajifa—saptami —Bh. su, 7; tithi; one year; Sun worship; 
KKV 132-135, HV I, 667-668 (from Bhav., Brahma 98, 
1-19), PC 104; Bh. su. 7 is called Aparajita. Begin ekabhakta 
on 4th, have nakta on 5th, fast on 6th and parapa on 7th. 
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Aparajita-dasami~A.kY. su. 1-10; specially for a king; tithi; once 
a year; Devipuja; HYI pp. 968-973 (quoting Gopatha Br., 
Skanda and others); KE 365-366 ( says it is based on 
sistacara); PC 145-146, SMK 352; HV and SMK say that 

Eama started on invasion this day when there was Sravana- 
naksatra. 

Aparadha-sata-vrata—B^gm from Marg. 12th. amavasya or 8 th 
of bright or dark half; one year; Hari worship; 100 aparadhas 
enumerated in Bhav U. 146.6-21; all these sins are destroyed 
by this vrata. Thirty-two aparadhas are enumerated in 
Var. 117. 

.Apdpasahkranti-vrata —begins on a sahkranti; a year; Sun is 
devata; white sesame to be offered; HY II. 739-740. 

Ahhirupapati-irata —A fast is so called, whereby is secured a 
husband that is learned or handsome; m. in the drama 
Mrcchakatika I (prelude) and Carudatta p. 4 (TSS. 1914). 

Abhistafrttya —begins Marg. su. 3; tithi; Gauri worshipped; 
Skanda, Kasi-khapda 83.1-18. 

Abhlstasaptaml —7th tithi of any month; Worship of the oceans, 
continents ( dvipa), patalas and the earth; HY I. 791 (from 
Yi. Dh. only one verse). 

Amavasya — derivation of, HK 311-315; HK 643-644, KY 343-44^ 
TT 163, bhasya on Gobhila-grhya I. 5.5, PC 314-345; 
YKK 9-10 quote passages from MB and Puranas stating 
that Amavasya falling on Monday, Tuesday or Thursday is 
specially holy, so also if it occurs on certain naksatras such 
as Anuradha, YisSkha, Svati; HY H 246-257. Yide KN 
309 ff for several derivations of the word and legends 
connected therewith from the Brahmanas and Puranas. 
Amavasya mixed with 1 st tithi to be preferred to one mixed 
with 14th except in Savitrivrata. Yide Yratarka. folios 
3340-3556 fQ|. amavasya-vratas. 

Amavasya^krttja—Vide SMK 281, KSS 21-23, YKK 81-82. 

Amavasya-nirriaya —KE 622-624, Dh. S 23, KN 301—307. 

Amavasydpayovrata —subsisting on milk alone on each amlvSsya; 
tithi; one year; Yispupuja; HY IL 254 (from Pad.). 

Amdvdsydvrata —(1) HY H. 257 (from Kp.); offering something 
to a brahmapa intending it for Sankara; (2)HYtt257 
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(one verse from Kur.). honouring three brahmanas intending 
to please Brahma. 

AtHuvosyu^^Tatoni —^HV II. 246“257, TT 162 ff, Vratarka (folios 
344^-356^. 

Amuktabharava-saptaml’—Bh, ^u. 7; worship of Sankara and 
Uma; HV I. pp. 632-^38, SMK 222-228 (almost same 
passages as in HV). Vide Nar. 1.116. 32-33. 

Amhuvaci—%\iQ time in solar Asadha when the Sun is in the first 
quarter of Ardra-naksatra; VKK 283 quoting RM (catvariih- 
sat-lipta &c.), KT 434 (three days and 20 gliatis from the 
week day on which the Sun enters sign of Gemini, during 
which no sowing of seeds, nor Vedic study to be done). 
Mother earth and rivers are deemed unclean during these 
days in Bengal (in Jy. or As. Kr. 10 to 13th). Vide 
HK 701, 703. 

Ayamvratas —^Ayana depends on the motion (apparent) of the 
Sun. There are two Ayanas. Daksinayana begins when 
the Sun enters Zodiacal sign Karkataka (Cancer). KNK 14 
says: * Daksina and Uttara ayanas respectively are appro¬ 
priate to fierce and quiet rites and its com. (Vivarana) 
provides that images of the Matrs, Bhairava, Varaha, 
Narasirhha, Vamana and Durga are to be established in 
Daksinayana. KR 218, HK 16, SM 173, SP 13. 

AyUdtavrata —subsisting on food not obtained by begging from 
another. KN 138-139, NA 19, KTV 214-218, PC 49. 

Arayya-dvadasl —begun by bath on morning of Marg. su. 11 or in 
K., M., Cai. or Sr.; tithi; for one year; Govinda deity; 
sumptuous feast on 12th in a forest to 12 dvijas, yatis or 
householders and their wives; HV J. 1091-1094 (from Bhav 
U.); some mss. read * Apara-dvadasi. ’ 

Arayyamsthl —^Jy. ^u. 6; RM verse 1396 states that women with 
fans and arrows (v. 1. ‘with fans alone in one hand’) wander 
in forests. 6K p. 83 says it is same as Skandasasthi; tithi- 
vrata; Vindhyavasini and Skanda worshipped; KB 185 
(quotes RM), VKK 279, K. T. 430-431; observers subsist on 
lotus stalks, bulbous roots and fruits hoping for the health of 
their children. 

Arandhandsiami —Vide VK, No. 470. 

Arunodaya —The last half quarter ( prahara ) of night. HK 259, 
272; KN 241 (quoting Skanda and Naradiya) says ‘four 
ghatikas before sunrise. * 
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Arundhativrata —for women only; for freedom from widowhood, 
for sons &c.; fast for three nights; 3rd tithi in the beginning 
of Vasanta (spring); worship of Arundhati; HV 11. 312- 
315, VR 89-93. 

Arkavrata—Q3>tin^ at night alone on 6th and 7th {v. L 7th & 8th) 
in both fortnights; tithivrata; for a year; Arka (Sun) 
worshipped; KKV 387, HY II. 509. 

Arkasaptami-—ii\M\ fortwoyeacs; deity Sun; one is to drink 
from a cup made of the leaves of arka plant; HV I. 788-789 
(from Brah.). Vide Pad. V. 75. 86-106 which state that 
vrata to be begun in Uttarayana on a Sunday in sukla 
paksa; on 5th ekabhakta, on 6th nakta, on 7th fast and on 
8 th Parana. 

Arkasampiitasaptami-'Begin on Pha. su. 7; tithi; for a year; 
Sun worshipped; Bhav. I. 210. 2-81 (q. by KKV 191-198, 
HV I. 690-696). 

Arkastami’—On Sunday on 8th su,; worship of Uma and Siva in 
whose eye the Sun rests; HV L 835-837. 

Arghya—See H. of Dh. vol. II. pp. 318, 543. Later medieval 
digests made it elaborate. VKK 142 says ‘ arghya for all 
deities consists of sandalwood paste, flowers, whole grains 
of yaia, tips of kusa grass, sesame, mustard and durva.* 
Vide HV I. 48, KR 296, VR 16 (for eight ingredients of). 

Ardhasrdvanika^vrata —^begin on 1st of Sr. ^; one month; 
worship of Parvatl called Ardhasravanl; worshipper to 
observe ekabhakta or nakta for one month; at end to offer 
dinner to maidens and brahmanas; HV H. 753—754 (from 
Br.), VP (folios 106-107). 

Ardhodaya-vrata—Thi^ is a vrata of rare occurrence and is said 
to be equal in holiness to a crore of Sun eclipses. Later 
medieval digests (e. g. TT 187, KSS 30, NS 211, SmK, 
442-445, P. C. 316) quote a verse from Mahabharata ‘when 
in the month of Pausa or Magha there is amavasya 
with Sravana-naksatra and Vyatipata-yoga, that is called 
Ardhodaya and Vratarka (folios 348^-350^) states that 
according to Prayaga-setu of Bhatta Narayana it takes place 
in Pausa when amanta reckoning is used and in Magha 
when Purnimanta reckoning is used. HV (IL pp. 246-2^ ) 
quotes from Skanda and adds Sunday to the above requu^ 
ments and BB (pp. 364-365) adds that the Sun must be in 
Makara {Capricorn). The TT 187, Vrat^ka folio 3^ and 
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PC 316 read a half verse ‘ this yoga is commended only if 
it occurs by day and not so if at night.* KSS 30 provides 
that if one out of the several requirements (Pausa or Magha 
Amavasya, Vyatipata, Sravana-naksatra, Sunday) is absent, 
it becomes Mahodaya-parva. In Ardhodaya a bath at 
Prayaga in the morning is most meritorious, but it is pro¬ 
vided that all rivers become like the Ganges at Ardhodaya. 
The devatas of the vrata are three viz. Brahma, Visnu and 
Mahesvara and they are worshipped in the same order; 
offerings (of ghee) are made in fire with Pauranika mantras, 
and also with three Vedic mantras viz. ‘ Prajapate ’ (Pg. 
X. 121. 10) for Brahma, ‘Idam Visnur’ (Bg. I 22. 17) for 
Visnu, ‘Tryambakam yajamahe’ (Bg. VII. 59. 12) for 
Mahesvara. At the end gifts of cow or money are made. 
In I. A. vol. 25 p. 345 there is mention of Ardhodaya in sake 
1352, Pausa, which corresponds to 14th January (Sunday) 
1431 A. D. The reference to the distribution of all his 
wealth by Emperor Harsavardhana at Prayaga once in five 
years made by the Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang (vide 7 
I. A. 196 at p. 198) is not to Ardhodaya at all, as some 
suppose. If Beal’s B. R. W. W. vol. I pp. 214 and 233 be 
carefully read this will be clear. 

Alaks7ntnasal^--snami —On full moon of P. when there is Pusya 
naksatra, persons should bathe after anointing their bodies 
with white mustard and drive off alaksmi (misfortune or 
poverty) and worship images of Narayana, Indra, Moon, 
Brhaspati and Pusya by bathing them with water in which 
sarvausadhis are put and with homa. Vide SMK 344-345, 
PC 307, GK 178. 

Alavavatrtiya—On su. 3 of any month, specially of Vai., Bh. or 
M.; women alone to perform; fast on 2nd and food on 3rd 
without salt; Gaurl worshipped; it may be for life; KKV 
48-51, HV I. 474-477, S. Pr. folio 32^. Vide Bhav., Brahma- 
parva 21.1-22 for this. 

Avataras Tithis of the appearance of (they are called Jayantls), 
cited in NS 81-82 and KSS 13 as follows: Matsya-Cai. su, 3; 
Kurma—Vai. purnima; Varaha—Bh. su. 3; Narasiihha—Vai. su. 
14; Vamana-Bh. su. 12, Parasurama-Vai. su. 3; B^a 
Cai. su. 9; Balarama-Bh. su. 2; Krsna-Sr. kr. 8; Buddha-Jy. 
su. 2. Some works say Kalkin is yet to appear while others 
give Sr. su 6 as KalkijayantL Some works differ as to the 
tithis e. g. some say Matsya appeared on Cai, 5 (and 
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not 3). Vide Sri B. Bhattacharya’s paper on *the ten 
avataras and their birth dates’ in volume of studies 
presented to Dr. F. W. Thomas pp. 31-33 quoted from 
Sakti-sahgamatantra I. See under Vaisakha. The Eran 
Inscription of Toramana refers to Varahavatara (Gupta 
Inscriptions p. 159). Var. 48. 20-22 (q. by both KKV 333 
and HV. I 1039) state which avatara out of the well-known 
ten (including Buddha and Kalkin as separate) is wor¬ 
shipped for what object. 

Avamadina —a week day on which two tithis end is so called. 
NS 153 quoting Ratnamala (“ Yatraikah sprsate tithidvaya- 
vasanam varas-ced-avamadinam taduktam-aryaih ”). This 
is to be avoided when beginning a vrata for the first time, 
as there is ksaya of a tithi here. 

Avighnavinayaka or Avighnavrata —(1) begin on Pha. 4th; tithi; 
four months; Gane^a worshipped. HV I 524-525, KKV 
82-83, both quoting from Varaha 59.1-10; (2) 4th tithi on 
both fortnights; three years; Ganesa deity; NA 43 (from 
Bhav U). 

Aviyogadvadasi—BK Su. 12; tithi; worship of Siva and Gauri, 
Brahma and Savitrl, Visnu and LaksmI, the sun and his 

' consort Niksubha. HVI.‘ 1177-1180! 

Aviyogavrata or Aviyogatrtiya —For women; begin on Marg. su. 2 
with partaking rice boiled in milk and sugar on 3rd; worship 
of Gauri and Sambhu; for a year; worship of images of both 
made from rice flour under different names in each of twelve 
months with different flowers; KKV 70-75, HV I 439-444, 
KR 452-455. Vide Bhav U. 22 for this. 

AvaidhavyasiiklaikMasi —Cai. su. 11; HV I. 1151 (only one 
verse from Vi. Dh.). 

Avyangasaptami —^Sr. su. 7; tithi; to be performed every year^ 
‘AVYANGA’ to be offered to the sun; ‘Avyahga’ is 
explained in KKV 150 as a hollow strip made of fine white 
cotton thread, resembling a serpent’s slough, 122 finger- 
breadths long (the best), or 120 (middling) or 108 (the 
shortest). It seems to have been like the Kusti worn by 
modern Parsis. Vide Bhav. (Brahma“i)arva) 111. 1-8 q. 
by KKV 149-151 and HV L 741-743, also V. P (folio 116, 
which mentions the story of Samba in Bhav.). The printed 
Bhav. uses the word ‘ abhyanga In Bhav. (Brahma) 
142. 1-29 we have the legend of Avyahgc^i^L In verse 
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18 occurs the word ‘sarasanah’ which reminds one of 
‘ Saracen Vide Nar. I. 116. 29-31 for AVYANGAKHYA- 
VEATA, the 7th tithi being destroyer of sins if it is conjo¬ 
ined to Hasta-naksatra. Avyahga appars to be a Sanskrit 
adaptation of the Avestan ‘Aivyahghana (meaning‘girdle*). 
In the 16 slokas addressed to the prince Jadi Rana by the 
Parsis emigrating to India occurs this ‘who put on the waist 
a woollen kushti which is fastened on the sadra ( garment), 
each end of which is like the mouth of a serpent, which is 
tied into knots at equal distances’ ( vide M. M. Murzban’s 
* Parsis in India ’ voL I at p. 93 ). It seems probable that 
this particular form of Sun-worship was imported from Iran 
or was borrowed from Parsi practices. The Br. S. ( 59.19 ) 
states that the priests of Savitr should be Magas i. e. Maga 
or Sakadvipiya brahmanas for whom vide I. A. voL VUL 
338 and Weber’s edition of Magavyakti of Krishnadas 
Mishra, 

Asunyamjanavrata or Asunyasayanadvitiija —on dark 2nd tithi 
of four months from Sr.; tithi; Laksmi and Hari worshipped; 
occurs in Vi. Dh I. 145, 6^20 and III. 132. 1-13, Va. 16, 
16-29, Agni 177. 3-13, Bhav. I. 20. 4-38, KKV 41-44 
(q. from BhavU) and 44-46 (from Mat. 71. 2-20=Pad. 
V, 24, 1-19 ). The Matsya contains a somewhat different 
mode; HVI. 366-371 (from Bhav.) and 371-377 (from 
Bhav U); KR 225-228 ( quotes Bhav I. 20. 4-28 ). This 
vrata secured avaidhavya to women and aviyoga ( absence of 
the loss of wife) to men. Vide S. Pr. (folio 32b ) and SmK 
146-148. One of the mantras that occur in both KKV 43 
and HV I. 373 is ‘ Laksmya na sunyarh varada yatha te 
Sayanarh sada l sayya mamapyasunyastu tathatra Madhu- 
sudana* q. KR (p. 228) remarks that when it is said that 
the vrata begins in Sr. Kr., the month is purnimanta 
according to the usage. Mentioned in ‘ Corpus of Inscrip¬ 
tions in the Telingana Districts of Nizam’s Dominions’ by 
Dr. Srinivasachar No. 50 pp. 140-142 of sake 1198 Magha 
su, 10 (1276 A. D.) where Kuppambika wife of a Kakatiya 
General is said to have performed it. 

Asunyavrata —on dark 2nd tithi of four months from Sr., in 
which arghya with curds, whole grains of rice and fruits are 
offered to the moon; if the second tithi is mixed with (viddha) 
the third tithi on a certain day the vrata should be x)erformed 
on that day; P C 83. 
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Asokakalikabhaksana — Vide Asokastami. 

Asokatriratra —For three nights from the 13th tithi of Jy., Bh. 
or Marg. su; for one year; Asoka tree of silver to be worshipped 
and image of Brahma and Savitrl on first day, of TJma and 
Mahesvara on 2nd and of LaksmI and Narayana on third 
and then images donated; this vrata removes sins and 
diseases and confers long life, fame, wealth and prosperity 
on sons and grandsons; HV II 279-283, VP (folio 102b), 
Vratarka folio 261b-264; mostly for women, but men desirous 
of prosperity of sons may also perform it. 

Asokadvadasi —same as Visokadvadasi. Begin in Asv.; for 
a year; on 10 fch take light meal, on 11 th fast and on 12 th 
Parana; worship of Kesava; results are health, beauty and 
freedom from sorrow; Mat. 81, 1-28,82. 26-30 quoted in 
KKV 360-363; HV 1.1075-1078 ( quotes almost same verses 
from Pad.) 

Asokapurnima —On Pha. purnima; tithi; for a year; the earth 
is to be called Asoka in first four months and also in the 
next four months; worship of Earth and arghya to the Moon; 
in the first 4 months worship earth as Dharanl, in the next 
four as Medini and in last four as Vasundhara. Kesava is 
to be worshipped at the end of each group of 4 months; Agni 
194.1, HV H. 162-164. 

Asokapratipad —Asv. su. 1; tithi; worship of A^oka tree or its 
golden or silver image or its picture; only for women; HV 
I. 351-52 (from Bhav U. chap. 9 ). 

Asokasasthi —^Vide VK No. 52. 

Asoka-sankranti—VTs^taika. folio 388b-389a; to be performed on 
ayanasankranti or Visuvasankranti when there is Vyatipata; 
ekabhakta; Sun to be worshipped; gifts of sesame. 

Asokastami —(1) Cai. su. 8 and if there be Wednesday and 
Punarvasu-naksatra then special merit; worship of Durga 
with Asoka flowers; one should drink water mixed with 
eight Asoka buds, worship of Asoka tree with the mantra 
‘ tvam-asoka harabhistam madhumasa-samudbhavam I 
pibami sokasantapto mam—asokam sada kuru . KV 422 
( quotes mantra from Lihga ), HK 626 (from Visnu), BTV I 
862-63 (from Linga) and 875-76 (from Adityapurana but 
no mantra ); KR 126-127; R. M (1379-80) h^ the mantra 
‘ tvam-asoka harabhlsta ’ and the verse * Atoka-k^ikSsh 
castau ’ and BB 1734-35, both of which verses are Cter, I 
n. D. 34 
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133. 1-2; PC 109; SMK 94. Vide JEAS for 1900 pp. 545, 
791 and for 1901 p. 127 for some remarks. (2) KV 422, KR. 
126, KT 463 and other digests state that all tirthas and rivers 
come to the Brahmaputra on Cai. su. 8 and a bath in it on 
that day yields the same rewards as Vajapeya, when it falls 
on Wednesday and on Punarvasu. 

Worship of IJma. NM p. 74 ( verses 905-907 ) 
states that Asoka plant is Devi herself. 

Asvatthavrata —Vratarka {folio 406b-408a) from Adbhutasagara 
following Atharvanasakha; worship of Asvattha in case of 
evil portents, invasions, epidemics, diseases like leprosy. 

Asoadtksd —When the moon is in Svati in Asv. su., worship 
Uccaih-sravas and ones own horses may be honoured if there 
be 9th tithi; Santi rites and threads coloured in four colours 
to be tied round horses’ necks; NM p. 77 verses 943-947. 

Aivapujd —On Asv. ^u. 1 to 9; see below under Asvina. 

Asvavrata —^a Samvatsaravrata; Indra is the deity; Mat. 101. 71 
q.by KKV 449, HVII. 911 (quotes same 1^ verses from Pad). 

Astamivratas —There are about 30 Astaml-vratas, which will be 
entered at the proper places. General rule is that in the 
bright half Astami mixed with NavamI is to be preferred 
and in dark half astami mixed with saptami is preferred. 
Vide TT 40, DS 15. For Astamivratas vide HV L 811-886, 
KN 194-228, KKV 225-272, VE 256-319, VKK 38-40, PC. 
109-139. There are a few exceptions to above two rules, 
some of which may be noted at the proper places. 

Asidhdrdvrata —^begin on As. su. 15; five days or ten days after As. 
15, K.15 or for 4 months from As., or one year or 12 years; one 
has to sleep on bare ground, to bathe outside house, eat food 
only in the night, to remain celibate even though sleeping 
in wife’s embrace, curb anger and be devoted to japa and 
homa to Hari. Different rewards acc. to length of time, the 
greatest being that after twelve years of this vrata the 
observer may secure the rulership of the world and on death 
become one with Janardana. Vi. Dh. HE. 218. 1-25 q. by 
HV II. 825-827. The word means the vrata is as sharp or 
difficult as treading on the edge of a sword. The Raghuvarhsa 
13. 67 in referring to Bharata’s abstention from enjoying 
regal splendour out of regard for the exiled Eama calls it 
uqra ‘ iyanti varsani taya sahogram-abhyasyativa vratam- 
asidharam 
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Allan —a day. There are several views about the divisions of 
the day, viz. into two, three, four, five, eight, or fifteen parts. 
The two are purvahna and aparahna ( as in Manu III. 278 ); 
for three vide notes 257-258 above. Four parts described by 
Gobhila (q. by KN p. 110 ) are purvahna (for 1^ prahara ), 
madhyahna for one prahara, aparahna up to the end of the 
3rd prahara and thereafter sayahna till end of day. For 
names of five divisions vide H. of Dh. vol. IV p. 376. In 
Eg. V. 76. 3 (utayatam sangave pratarahno) three of the five 
parts of a day viz. pi^atah, sangava and madhyandina are 
expressly mentioned. Eight divisions of the day are men¬ 
tioned by Kautilya (1.19), Daksa ( chap. 2 ) and Katyayana. 
Kalidasa in Vikramorvasiya 11.1 (sasthe bhage) appears to 
know this. There are fifteen muhurtas of the day and fifteen 
of the night. Vide Brhadyogayatra VI. 2-4 for 15 muhurtas. 
As the day and night become long or short at different 
places (except on the equator) each of the muhurtas will 
vary in length to some extent even in the same place in 
different seasons of the year. Similarly, purvahna or 
pratahkala will be of 7^ muhurtas if day is divided only in 
two parts, if into five parts purvahna or prat ah will comprise 
only three muhurtas. The KN (p. 112) remarks that the 
division into five parts being observed in many Vedic and 
Smrti texts as the principal division, that division, is the one 
resorted to in the sastric passages about positive and 
negative injunctions. Vide HK 325-*329, VKK 18-19, KTV 
6, 367. 

Ahimsdvrata—not to eat flesh for a year and then donate a cow 
and a golden deer; samvatsaravrata; EKV 444, HV 11. 865 
( quoting Pad. = Mat. 101. 35 ). 

Ahirbradhnasnana —HV II. pp. 654-655 (from Vi. Dh.). On a 
day on which there is Purvabhadrapada-naksatra performer 
to bathe in water from two jars in which are put udumbara 
leaves, paricagavya, water with kusas, sandalwood paste &c; 
worship of Ahirbradhna, the Sun, Vanina, the moon, Rudra, 
and Visnu. Ahirbudhnya was the presiding deity of 
Uttarabhadrapada acc. to Br. S. 97. 5, Bhav U. q. by HV 11 
p. 596, KR560. Vide H. of Dh. II. p. 247, note 563 for the 
devatas of all naksatras. This secured thousands of cows 
and highest prosperity. Ahirbudhnya is the correct and 
ancient form. In about ten passages of the Rgveda 
‘Ahirbudhnyah’ appears to be some deity (probably Agni), 
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vide. Bg 1.186. 5, H. 31. 6, V. 41,16, VI. 49.14, VI. 50.14; 
Vn. 34.17, Vn. 35.13, VII 38. 5, &c. and Nir. X. 44. 

Akasadipa —Lighting lamps fed with ghee or oil in K. intending 
them for some deity or in a temple or where four roads meet. 
Apararka 370-372 (for dipadana), Manu IV. 29, EM 1351-57 
{vide BOEI vol. 36 p. 330), NS. 195. 

Agneyavrata —once on any 9th tithi; worship Vindhyavasini 
with flowers &c. (five upacdras ), HV I 958-59 ( quoting 
Bhav U.) 

Ajndsahkranti —A Sahkrantivrata; begin on a holy sahkranti 
, day; Sun deity; at end gift of golden image of Sun with 

Aruna, chariot and seven horses; reward unquestioned sway 
everywhere; HV H. 738 (quoting Skanda ). 

Ajyakamhala-vidhi —One of the 14 yatras of Bhuvanesvara; 
when Sun enters Makara-rasi; GK 191. 

Adityavara —^has various names (12 in all) when conjoined with 
certain tithis, naksatras and months; it is Nanda in M. su. 
6, when nakta and anointing Sun image with ghee and 
offering flowers of Agasti tree and white sandalwood paste 
and and naivedya of apupa; HV H 522-23^ 

KKV 10-12; it is Bhadra when Bh. su. has Sunday; one 
may observe nakta or fast on that day, offer in the noon 
malatl flowers, white candam paste, vijaya incense; HV 
n 523-24, EKV 12-13; in the same way Saumya ( Sunday 
with Rohipi naksatra); Kamada ( Sunday on Marg. su. 6 ); 
Jaya (Sunday in Daksinayana); Jayanta (Sunday in 
Uttarayana); Vijaya (Sunday on su. 7 with RohinI); 
Putrada ( Sunday with Rohipi or Hasta, fast and sraddha 
with pipdas ); Adityabhimukha ( Sunday on Magha dark 7 , 
ekabhakta, japa of Mahasveta mantra from morning till 
sunset); Hrdaya ( Sunday with sahkranti when observance 
oi nakta, facing the Sun in a Sun temple and japa of 
Adityahrdaya mantra 108 times); Rogaha (Sunday on 
Purvaphalguni, worship with arka flowers collected in a bowl 
of arka leaves); Mahasvetapriya ( Sunday and solar eclipse, 
fast, japa of Mahasveta); Mahasveta mantra is * hrim hrlm 
sa iti ’ (vide HV H. 521). For the last ten, vide KKV 12-23, 
HV H. 524—528 (with variations in both works). 

Adityoman^lar^vidhi-^-^xx a circle made with red sandalwood 
paste or saffron, place pastry made with white wheat or 
barley flour mixed with jaggery and ghee (from cow milk ) 
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and worship of; Sun thereon with red flowers; HV I. 753-754 
( quoting Bhav U 44.1-9 ) AK (folio 462b ff). 

Adityavara-naklavrata’^dbseTYQ ekabhakta on Sunday, nakta on 
following Sunday or on Sunday with Hasta naksatra; 
Varavrata; Sun deity; one year; Mat. 97. 2-19 q. by KKV 
31-34, HV II. 538-541, KR 608-610. 

Adityavdravrata —^from Marg.; worship of the Sun; for one year; 
each month different name of Sun taken and different fruits 
offered such as Mitra and cocoanut in Marg., in P. Visnu 
and fruit bijapUra and so on. Vratarka, folios 375b-377a. 
It removes all diseases including leprosy. 

Adityavdravratdni —HV II. 520-577, KKV 8 ff, Vratarka folios 
3754b-3794b. 

Adityam'ata —(1) for men and specially for women; begin on 
Asv. Sunday; for one year; Sun deity; Vratarka (folio 
378a) narrates from Skanda how Samba was cursed by 
. Krsna to become a leper and was cured of leprosy by this 
vrata; ( 2 ) Sunday and 14th tithi and Revati, or Sunday, 
8th tithi and Magha; worship of Siva; sesame to be eaten; 
HV n. 589. 

Adityasayana —On 7th tithi with Sunday and Hasta-naksatra or 
when there is Sahkranti of the Sun on 7th with Sunday; 
worship of the images of Uma and Siva (the Sun is non- 
different from Siva); salutations to Sun identifying his 
various limbs from the feet with naksatras from Hasta 
onwards; gift of splendid bed with five coverlets and pillows 
and of a cow; Mat. 55. 2-33 q. by KKV 404-408 and Pad. 
V. 24. 64-96 ( q. by HV H. 680-684). 

Adityasantiirata —Sunday with Hasta; worship of Sun image 
with fuel sticks of arka plant ( 108 or 28 in number); homa 
of sticks with honey and ghee or curds and ghee; 7 times; 
HV n. 537-38 (from Bhav.) 

Adityahrdayavidhi —Adityahrdaya is a mantra to be repeated 108 
times in a Sun temple on Sunday when there is sahkranti 
and observe nakta; HV H. 526 (from Bhav.). In the 
Ramayana {Yuddhakanda 107 ) Agastya comes to Rama 
and advises him to mutter a sublime praise of the Sun 
(called Adityahrdaya) in verse to secure victory in the 
final stage of the battle with Ravana; KKV (19-20) 
mentions this but holds that if there is sahkranti on a 
Sunday, the latter is called Hrdaya or Adityahrdaya. 
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Adityabhimukhavidhi —Vide KKV 18-19, HV II. pp. 525-26, KR 
494-495 (last two quoting from Bhav.); after morning bath 
one should stand with face towards the sun till sunset, repeat 
reclining against a pillar the Mahasveta and worship the 
sun with gandha, flowers &:c.; to give daksina and then take 
his meal. 

Anantanjavrala —begin on Marg. su. 3; nakta on 2nd and fast 
on 3rd of each fortnight; for a year; Uma worshipped under 
different names on each 3rd, the naivedya is different and 
the performer is to subsist on different foods for nakta; 
specially recommended to women; it is so called because it 
prevents anfara (separation ) from one’s sons, friends and 
relatives. HV I. 405-413. 

Anandanavami —^begin on Pha. su. 9; for one year; ekabhakta 
on 5th, nakta on 6th, ayacita on 7th, fast on 8th and 9th; 
worship of Devi; year divided into three parts; flowers, 
naivedya, the name of Devi &c. differ in each period of four 
months; KKV 299-301, HV I. 948-950 (reads ‘ ananda 

Anandapancami —5th tithi is dear to Nagas; worship of nagas 
(images) by bathing them with milk; they bestow freedom 
from fear; HV I pp. 557-560; for names of nagas vide under 
Hagapancami p. 124 and note 321. 

Anandavrata —For four months from Cai. distribute water 
without being requested for it; at end of vrata, gift of a jar 
filled with water, along with food, clothes, vessel full of 
sesame and gold; KKV 443, HV I pp. 742-43 (from Mat.), 
VKK 520, KR 85, Mat. 101. 31-32. 

Anandasaphalasaptami —On Bh. su. 7; for one year; fast; Bhav. 
(1.110.1-8 ), KKV 148-149, HV 1.741. In some mss. written 
as ‘ Anantaphala 

Andolaka-mahotsava —in Vasanta; Bhav U, 133. 24. 

Andolanavrata —on Cai. su. 3; worship of Parvatl and Siva 
(images) and swinging them in a dola; HV H. 745-748, 
SmK. 90-91, PC 85; HV prescribes Rg. X 81. 3 ( Visvatas- 
caksur-uta) as the mantra. 

Amardakivrata —On 12th of any month, specially of Pha.; 
Amardaki = Dhatrl (myrobalan); one year; 12th with 
various naksatras is given various names e. g. Vi jay a (with 
Sravana), Jayanti (with Rohini), Papanasani (with Pusya); 
fast on this last is equal to one thousand Ekadasis; one 
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should perform jagara ( keeping awake ) in Visnu worship 
under Amardakl tree; story of birth of Amardaka tree • HV 
1.1214-1222. 

Amalakyekadasi —On Pha. su. 11; worship of Hari at the root of 
Umalaka tree, in which he and LaksmI are deemed to reside* 
Pad. VI. 47. 33 K and HV I 1155-56 (from Skanda[ 
Prabhasakhanda), SMK 516. SmK (364-366) gives an 
elaborate description of the worship of Damodara and Radha 
under the AmalakI tree on K. purnima or any day in K. 

Amrapuspahhaksam —Cai. I; eating the blossom of mango 

trees as part of Madana worship; SMK 519, WK 516-517, 

Ayudhavrata —(1) for four months from Sr.; worship of conch, 
wheel, mace and lotus (identified with Vasudeva, 
Sahkarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha); Vi. Dh. III. 148. 
1-6 q. by HV II 831; ( 2 ) Vi. Dh. HI. 155.1-7. 

Ayurvrata—( 1) Applying sandalwood paste to Sambhu and 
Kesava; for one year; at end gift of cow with jar of water; 
KKV 442 (12th among sastivratas); (2) on Full Moon day; 
worship of LaksmI and Visnu; fast and gifts to brahmanas 
and to young married ladies; HV II. 227-229 (from Gar). 

Ayuhsahkrantivrata —On Sahkranti day; worship of the Sun; 
gifts of bell-metal vessel, milk, ghee and gold; udyapana as 
in Dhanyasahkranti; HV H 737, Vratarka (folio 389 ). 

AranyakamstM —^Vide Aranyasasthi above. 

Arogyadvithjd —^begin on P. su. 2; for a year on each su. 2; 
worship of moon’s crescent; on Marg. su. 2 after worship of 
crescent gifts of two garments, gold and a jar of liquid; HV 
I. 389-91 quoting Vi. Dh. H. 58; result is health and 
prosperity. 

Arogyapratipad —^begin on first tithi at the end of a year; one 
year; worship of printed image of Sun on every pratipad; 
reward same as above. HV I. 341-42 (quoting Vi. Dh.), 
Vratarka (folio 28 ), VR 53. 

Arogyavrata —^( 1) from pratipad after Bh. Pull Moon up to Asv. 
Full Moon; worship of Aniruddha by day with lotuses and 
jatl flowers; homa, fast of three days before end; secures 
health, beauty, prosperity; Vi. Dh. III. 205.1-7 (q. by HV 
II 761); ( 2 ) It is a dasamivrata; fast on 9th and worship 
of LaksmI and Hari on 10th; HV I 963^65 (from Gkir). 
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Arogtjasaptami—On M. su. 7; fast on each saptami for one year; 
worship of Sun; Var. 62.1—5, q. by KKV 223—224 and HV 
I 747 ; TT. 36, KT 460; secures health and wealth. 

Ardradarsana or Ardrabhiseka —on full moon of Marg.; people 
flock for darsana of Nataraja (the dancing Siva ) and at 
Chidambaram in south India a great festival is held for this. 

ArdranandakarUrthja--\)ei^m on Su. 3 when it has either 
Utfcarasadha naksatra, Purvasadha or Abhijit or Hasta or 
Mula; for one year divided into three periods; worship of 
Bhavani and Siva; salutations to the feet and other limbs 
of Devi up to her mukuta; Mat. 64. 1-28 (same as Pad. q. by 
HV I. 471-474), KKV 51-55, BhavU. 27. 

Alekhyasarpapancarnt--Bh, su. 5; tithi-vrata; Nagas drawn with 
coloured powders and worshipped; result-no danger from 
snakes; Bhav. ( Brahmaparva 37. 1-3 ) q. by KKV 94-95, 
HV I. 567, S. Pr. folio 26a. 

Asadasarrii —^begin on any su. 10th tithi; period 6 months, a year, 
two years; draw in one’s own court figures of the ten quarters 
to be worshipped; all one’s desires are fulfilled {asd means 
‘ directions ’ and also ‘ hope ’ or ‘ desire ’); HV I. 977-981, VR 
356-7; if liddha^ perform on that day when dasami exists in 
the forenoon. 

Asdditya-vrata —Begin on a Sunday in Asv.; for one year; 
worship of Sun with 12 different names; HV H. 533-37 
(from Skanda), Vratarka folio 379b; Samba became free from 
leprosy by means of this. 

Asrama^vrata—hegin on Cai. Su. 4; for a year divided into 
three periods of four months; Vasudeva, Sahkarsana, 
Pradyumna and Aniruddha to be worshipped one after 
another in each period. Vi. Dh. III. 142. 1-7 q. by HV I 505, 
VP (folio 59 ). 

Asvinakrtt/a—Vide KR 301-397, VKK 343-458, NS 144-192, 
SMK 287-373, KT 444-447. This month has numerous 
observances and festivals. The important ones will be 
separately entered in the list. A few lesser ones are noted 
here. V. Dh. ( 90. 24-25 ) provides that by donating ghee 
everyday in this month, a man pleases Asvins and becomes 
handsome and by feeding brahmanas with cow’s milk 
( and its products) he secures a kingdom. On su. 1 there is 
mother’s father’s sraddha by a grandson whose father is alive 
(vide H. of Dh. vol. IV p. 533); on that day also begins 
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Asokakalikabhaksana —’Vide Asokastami. 

Asokatriratra —For three nights from the 13th tithi of Jy., Bh. 
or Marg. su; for one year; Asoka tree of silver to be worshipped 
and image of Brahma and Savitrl on first day, of Uma and 
Mahesvara on 2nd and of LaksmI and Narayana on third 
and then images donated; this vrata removes sins and 
diseases and confers long life, fame, wealth and prosperity 
on sons and grandsons; HV II 279-283, VP (folio 102b), 
Vratarka folio 261b-264; mostly for women, but men desirous 
of prosperity of sons may also perform it. 

Asokadvadasi —same as VisokadvadasL Begin in Asv.; for 
a year; on 10th take light meal, on 11th fast and on 12th 
Parana; worship of Kesava; results are health, beauty and 
freedom from sorrow; Mat. 81. 1-28,82. 26-30 quoted in 
KKV 360-363; HV 1.1075-1078 (quotes almost same verses 
from Pad.) 

Asokapurnima —On Pha. purnima; tithi; for a year; the earth 
is to be called Asoka in first four months and also in the 
next four months; worship of Earth and arghya to the Moon; 
in the first 4 months worship earth as Dharani, in the next 
four as MedinI and in last four as Vasundhara. Kesava is 
to be worshipped at the end of each group of 4 months; Agni 
194.1, HV H. 162-164. 

Asokapratipad —Asv. su. 1; tithi; worship of Asoka tree or its 
golden or silver image or its picture; only for women; HV 
1. 351-52 (from Bhav IT. chap. 9 ). 

Asokasastht —Vide VK No. 52, 

Vratarka folio 388b-389a; to be performed on 
ayanasankranti or Visuvasankranti when there is Vyatipata; 
ekabhakta; Sun to be worshipped; gifts of sesame. 

Asokastami—{ 1) Cai. su. 8 and if there be Wednesday and 
Punarvasu-naksatra then special merit; worship of Durga 
with Asoka flowers; one should drink water mixed with 
eight Asoka buds, worship of Asoka tree with the mantra 
‘ tvam—asoka harabhistam madhumasa—samudbhavam I 

pibami sokasantapto mam-asokam sada kuru KV 422 
(quotes mantra from Linga ), HK 626 (fro^ Visnu), HV I 
862-63 (from Linga) and 875-76 (from Adityapurana but 
no mantra ); KE 126-127; R. M (1379-80) h^ the manto 
* tvam-asoka harabhista ’ and the verse * Asoka-kalika^ 
castau’and BB 1734-35, both of which ve|^ are Gar. I 
U.D. 34 
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133. 1-2; PC 109; SMK 94. Vide JR AS for 1900 pp. 545, 
791 and for 1901 p. 127 for some remarks. (2) KV 422, KR. 
126, KT 463 and other digests state that all tirthas and rivers 
come to the Brahmaputra on Cai. su. 8 and a bath in it on 
that day yields the same rewards as Vajapeya, when it falls 
on Wednesday and on Punarvasu. 

Asokikastami —Worship of Uma, NM p. 74 ( verses 905-907 ) 
states that Asoka plant is Devi herself. 

Asvatthavraia —Vratarka (folio 406b-408a ) from Adbhutasagara 
following Atharvanasakha; worship ofAsvattha in case of 
evil portents, invasions, epidemics, diseases like leprosy. 

Ahadiksa —When the moon is in Svati in Asv. su., worship 
Uccaih-sravas and one’s own horses may be honoured if there 
be 9th tithi; Santi rites and threads coloured in four colours 
to be tied round horses’ necks; NM p. 77 verses 943-947. 

Aivapuja —On Asv. su. 1 to 9; see below under Asvina. 

Asvavrata —a Samvatsaravrata; Indra is the deity; Mat. 101. 71 
q.by EKV 449, HV11. 911 (quotes same 1^ verses from Pad). 

AstamlvratQS —There are about 30 Astami-vratas, which will be 
entered at the proper places. General rule is that in the 
bright half Astami mixed with Navami is to be preferred 
and in dark half astami mixed with saptami is preferred. 
Vide TT 40, DS 15. For Astamivratas vide HV I. 811-886, 
KN 194-228, KKV 225-272, VR 256-319, VKK 38-40, PC. 
109-139. There are a few exceptions to above two rules, 
some of which may be noted at the proper places. 

Asidharavrata —begin on As. su. 15; five days or ten days after As. 
15, K.15 or for 4 months from As., or one year or 12 years; one 
has to sleep on bare ground, to bathe outside house, eat food 
only In the night, to remain celibate even though sleeping 
in wife’s embrace, curb anger and be devoted to japa and 
homa to Hari. Different rewards acc. to length of time, the 
greatest being that after twelve years of this vrata the 
observer may secure the rulership of the world and on death 
become one with Janardana. Vi. Dh. III. 218. 1-25 q. by 
HV II. 825-827. The word means the vrata is as sharp or 
difficult as treading on the edge of a sword. The Raghuvaihsa 
13. 67 in referring to Bharata’s abstention from enjoying 
regal splendour out of regard for the exiled Rama calls it 
uqra * iyanti varsani taya sahogram-abhyasyativa vratam-’ 
asidharam \ 
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Ahan — s, day. There are several views about the divisions of 
the day, viz. into two, three, four, five, eight, or fifteen parts. 
The two are parvahna and aparahna ( as in Manu III. 278 ); 
for three vide notes 257-258 above. Four parts described by 
Gobhila ( q. by KN p. 110 ) are purvahna ( for 1^ prahara ), 
madhyahna for one prahara, aparahna up to the end of the 
3rd prahara and thereafter sayahna till end of day. For 
names of five divisions vide H. of Dh. vol. IV p. 376. In 
Bg. V. 76. 3 (utayatam sahgave pratarahno) three of the five 
parts of a day viz. prat ah, sangava and madhymdina are 
expressly mentioned. Eight divisions of the day are men¬ 
tioned by Kautilya (1.19), Daksa ( chap. 2 ) and Katyayana. 
Kalidasa in Vikramorvaslya 11.1 (sasthe bhage) appears to 
know this. There are fifteen muhurtas of the day and fifteen 
of the night. Vide Brhadyogayatra VI. 2-4 for 15 muhurtas. 
As the day and night become long or short at different 
places (except on the equator) each of the muhurtas will 
vary in length to some extent even in the same place in 
different seasons of the year. Similarly, purvahna or 
pratahkala will be of 7 J muhurtas if day is divided only in 
two parts, if into five parts purvahna or pratah will comprise 
only three muhurtas. The KN ( p. 112) remarks that the 
division into five parts being observed in many Vedic and 
Smrti texts as the principal division, that division, is the one 
resorted to in the sastric passages about positive and 
negative injunctions. Vide HK 325-*329, VKK 18-19, KTV 
6, 367. 

Ahimsavrata —not to eat flesh for a year and then donate a cow 
and a golden deer; samvatsaravrata; KKV 444, HV IL 865 
( quoting Pad. = Mat. 101. 35 ). 

Ahirbradhnasnana —HV IL pp. 654-655 (from Vi. Dh.). On a 
day on which there is Purvabhadrapada-naksatra performer 
to bathe in water from two jars in which are put udumbara 
leaves, pancagavya, water with kusas, sandalwood paste &c; 
worship of Ahirbradhna, the Sun, Vanina, the moon, Rudra, 
and Visnu. Ahirbudhnya was the presiding deity of 
Uttarabhadrapada acc. to Br. S. 97. 5, Bhav 17. q. by HV II 
p. 596, KR 560. Vide H. of Dh. H. p. 247, note 563 for the 
devatas of all naksatras. This secured thousands of cows 
and highest prosperity. Ahirbudhnya is the correct and 
ancient form. In about ten passages of the Rgvefe 
‘AhirbudhnyaK appears to be some deity (probably Agni)i 
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vide. Bg 1.186. 5, II. 31. 6, V. 41,16, VI. 49.14, VI. 50.14; 
vn. 34.17, vn. 35.13, VII. 38. 5, &c. and Nir. X. 44. 

Akasadipa —Lighting lamps fed with ghee or oil in K. intending 
them for some deity or in a temple or where four roads meet, 
Apararka 370-372 (for dipadana), Manu IV. 29, RM 1351-57 
(vide BORI vol. 36 p. 330), NS. 195. 

Agneyavrata —once on any 9th tithi; worship Vindhyavasini 
with flowers &c. (five upacdras ), HV I 958-59 (quoting 
Bhav U.) 

Ajndsahkranti —^A Sahkrantivrata; begin on a holy sahkranti 
day; Sun deity; at end gift of golden image of Sun with 
Aruna, chariot and seven horses; reward unquestioned sway 
everywhere; HV 11. 738 ( quoting Skanda). 

Ajyakambala-vidhi —One of the 14 yatras of Bhuvanesvara; 
when Sun enters Makara-rasi; GK 191. 

Adityavdra —^has various names (12 in all) when conjoined with 
certain tithis, naksatras and months; it is Natida in M. su. 
6, when nakta and anointing Sun image with ghee and 
offering flowers of Agasti tree and white sandalwood paste 
and and naivedya of apupa; HV 11 522-23, 

KKV10-12; it is Bhadra when Bh. i§u. has Sunday; one 
may observe nakta or fast on that day, offer in the noon 
malatl flowers, white candana paste, vijaya incense; HV 
n 523-24, KKV 12-13; in the same way Saumya ( Sunday 
with Rohini naksatra); Kamada ( Sunday on Marg. su. 6 ); 
Jaya (Sunday in Daksinayana); Jayanta (Sunday in 
Uttarayana); Vijaya (Sunday on su. 7 with Rohini); 
Putrada ( Sunday with Rohini or Hasta, fast and srad^a 
with pindas ); Adityabhimukha ( Sunday on Magha dark 7, 
ekabhakta, japa of Mahasveta mantra from morning till 
sunset); Hrdaya ( Sunday with sankranti when observance 
of nakta, facing the Sun in a Sun temple and japa of 
Adityahrdaya mantra 108 times); Rogaha (Sunday on 
Purvaphalgunl, worship with arka flowers collected in a bowl 
of arka leaves); Mahasvetapriya ( Sunday and solar eclipse, 
fast, japa of Mahasveta); Mahasveta mantra is * hrim hrim 
sa iti ’ (vide HV H. 521). For the last ten, vide KKV 12-23, 
HV H. 524-528 (with variations in both works). 

Adity<iman(^ala“vidhi--Oji a circle made with red sandalwood 
paste or saffron, place pastry made with white wheat or 
barley flour mixed with jaggery and ghee (from cow milk) 
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and worship of; Sun thereon with red flowers; HV I. 753--754 
( quoting Bhav U 44. 1-9 ) AK (folio 462b ff). 

Adityavara-naktavrata —observe ekabhakta on Sunday, nakta on 
following Sunday or on Sunday with Hasta naksatra; 
Varavrata; Sun deity; one year; Mat. 97. 2-19 q. by KKV 
31-34, HV II. 538-541, KR 608-610. 

Adityavaravrata —^from Marg.; worship of the Sun; for one year; 
each month different name of Sun taken and different fruits 
offered such as Mitra and cocoanut in Marg., in P. Visnu 
and fruit hijapura and so on. Vratarka, folios 375b-377a. 
It removes all diseases including leprosy. 

Adityavdravratani —HV II. 520-577, KKV 8 ff, Vratarka folios 
3754b-3794b. 

Adityamata —(1) for men and specially for women; begin on 
Asv. Sunday; for one year; Sun deity; Vratarka (folio 
378a) narrates from Skanda how Samba was cursed by 
Krsna to become a leper and was cured of leprosy by this 
vrata; (2) Sunday and 14th tithi and Revati, or Sunday, 
8th tithi and Magha; worship of Siva; sesame to be eaten; 
HV n. 589. 

Adiiyasayana —On 7th tithi with Sunday and Hasta-naksatra or 
when there is Sahkranti of the Sun on 7th with Sunday; 
Worship of the images of Uma and Siva (the Sun is non- 
different from Siva); salutations to Sun identifying his 
various limbs from the feet with naksatras from Hasta 
onwards; gift of splendid bed with five coverlets and pillows 
and of a cow; Mat. 55. 2-33 q. by KKV 404-408 and Pad. 
V. 24. 64-96 ( q. by HV H. 680-684 ). 

Adityasanfiirafa —Sunday with Hasta; worship of Sun image 
with fuel sticks of arka plant ( 108 or 28 in number); homa 
of sticks with honey and ghee or curds and ghee; 7 times; 
HV H. 537-38 (from Bhav.) 

Adityahrdayavidhi —^Adityahrdaya is a mantra to be repeated 108 
times in a Sun temple on Sunday when there is sahkranti 
and observe nakta; HV H. 526 (from Bhav.). In the 
Ramayana (Yuddhakanda 107 ) Agastya comes to Rama 
and advises him to mutter a sublime praise of the Sun 
(called Adityahrdaya) in verse to secure victory in the 
final stage of the battle with Ravana; KKV (19-20) 
mentions this but holds that if there is sahkranti on a 
Sunday, the latter is called Hrdaya or Adityahrdaya. 
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Adityabhimukhavidhi —Vide KKV 18-19, HV II. pp. 525-26, KR 
494-495 (last two quoting from Bhav.); after morning bath 
one should stand with face towards the sun till sunset, repeat 
reclining against a pillar the Mahasveta and worship the 
sun with gandha, flowers &:c.; to give daksina and then take 
his meal. 

Anantaryavrata —begin on Marg. su. 3; nakta on 2nd and fast 
on 3rd of each fortnight; for a year; Uma worshipped under 
different names on each 3rd, the iiaivedya is different and 
the performer is to subsist on different foods for nakta; 
specially recommended to women; it is so called because it 
prevents antara (separation) from one’s sons, friends and 
relatives. HV I. 405-413. 

Anandanavami—he^m on Pha. su. 9; for one year; ekabhakta 
on 5th, nakta on 6th, ayacita on 7th, fast on 8th and 9th; 
worship of Devi; year divided into three parts; flowers, 
naivedya, the name of Devi &a differ in each period of four 
months; KKV 299—301, HV I. 948—950 (reads ‘ ananda 

Anandapaficami —5th tithi is dear to Nagas; worship of nagas 
(images) by bathing them with milk; they bestow freedom 
from fear; HV I pp. 557-560; for names of nagas vide under 
Nagapancami p. 124 and note 321. 

Anandavrata— Wot four months from Cai. distribute water 
without being requested for it; at end of vrata, gift of a jar 
filled with water, along with food, clothes, vessel full of 
sesame and gold; KKV 443, HV I pp. 742-43 (from Mat.), 
VKK 520, KR 85, Mat. 101. 31-32. 

Anandasaphalasaptanii —On Bh. su. 7 ; for one year; fast; Bhav. 

(1.110.1-8 ), KKV 148-149, HV 1.741. In some mss. written 
as ‘ Anantaphala 

Andolaka-mahotsava —in Vasanta; Bhav U. 133. 24. 

Andolanavrata—on Cai. su. 3; worship of Parvati and Siva 
(images) and swinging them in a dola; HV H. 745-748, 
SmK. 90—91, PC 85; HV prescribes Rg. X. 81. 3 ( Visvatas— 
caksur-nita) as the mantra. 

AmardakuTata—Oxx 12th su. of any month, specially of Pha.; 
Amardakl = Dhatri (myrobalan); one year; 12th with 
various naksatras is given various names e. g. Vijaya (with 
Sravana), JayantI (with Rohini), Papanasani (with Pusya); 
fast on this last is equal to one thousand Ekadasis; one 
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should perform jagara ( keeping awake ) in Visnu worship 
under Amardaki tree; story of birth of Amardaka tree; HV 
1.1214-1222. 

Amalahjekadaii-<)n Pha. su. 11; worship of Hari at the root of 
amalakci tree, in which he and Laksmi are deemed to reside; 
Pad. VI. 47. 33 ff. and HV I. 1155-56 (from Skanda, 
Prabhasakhanda), SMK 516. SmK (364-366) gives an 
elaborate description of the worship of Damodara and Radha 
under the Amalaki tree on K. purnima or any day in K. 

Aynrapuspabhaksana —Cai. I; eating the blossom of mango 

trees as part of Madana worship; SMK 519, WK 516-517. 

Ayudhavrata —(1) for four months from Sr.; worship of conch, 
wheel, mace and lotus (identified with Vasudeva, 
Sahkarsana, Pradynmna and Aniruddha); Vi. Dh. IH. 148. 
1-6 q. by HV n 831; ( 2 ) Vi. Dh. HI. 155.1-7. 

Ayurvrata —(1) Applying sandalwood paste to Sambhu and 
Kesava; for one year; at end gift of cow with jar of water; 
KKV 442 (12th among sastivratas); (2) on Pull Moon day; 
worship of Laksmi and Visnu; fast and gifts to brahmanas 
and to young married ladies; HV II. 227-229 (from Gar). 

Ayuhsankrdntivrata —On Sahkranti day; worship of the Sun; 
gifts of bell-metal vessel, milk, ghee and gold; udyapana as 
in Dhanyasahkranti; HV H 737, Vratarka (folio 389 ). 

Aranyakamsihi —^Vide AranyasasthI above. 

Arogyadvituja —^begin on P. su. 2; for a year on each su. 2; 
worship of moon’s crescent; on Marg. su. 2 after worship of 
crescent gifts of two garments, gold and a jar of liquid; HV 
I. 389-91 quoting Vi. Dh. H. 58; result is health and 
prosperity. 

Arogyapratipad—hQQin on first tithi at the end of a year; one 
year; worship of printed image of Sun on every pratipad; 
reward same as above. HV 1. 341-42 (quoting Vi. Dh.), 
Vratarka (folio 28 ), VR 53. 

Arogyavrata — ( 1) from p^aHpad after Bh. Pull Moon up to Asv. 
Pull Moon; worship of Aniruddha by day with lotuses and 
jatl flowers; homa, fast of three days before end; secures 
health, beauty, prosperity; Vi. Dh. HI. 205. 1-7 (q. by HV 
n761); (2) It is a dasamlvrata; fast on 9 th and worship 
of Laksmi and Hari on 10th; HV I 963-965 (from Gar). 
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Arogijasapfami—On M. su. 7; fast on each saptami for one year; 
worship of Sun; Var. 62.1-5, q. by KKV 223-224 and HV 
I 747 ; TT. 36, KT 460; secures health and wealth. 

Ardradarsana or Ardrabhmka —on full moon of Marg.; people 
flock for darsana of Nataraja (the dancing Siva) and at 
Chidambaram in south India a great festival is held for this. 

Ardrdnandakarl-trtuja —^begin on Su. 3 when it has either 
Uttarasadha naksatra, Purvasadha or Abhijit or Hasta or 
Mula; for one year divided into three periods; worship of 
Bhavani and Siva; salutations to the feet and other limbs 
of Devi up to her mukuta; Mat. 64. 1-28 (same as Pad. q. by 
HV I. 471-474), KKV 51-55, BhavU. 27. 

Alekhyasarpapancami —Bh. su. 5; tithi-vrata; Nagas drawn with 
coloured powders and worshipped; result-no danger from 
snakes; Bhav. ( Brahmaparva 37. 1-3 ) q. by KKV 94-95, 
HV I. 567, S. Pr. folio 26a. 

Asddasamt —^begin on any su. 10th tithi; period 6 months, a year, 
two years; draw in one’s own court figures of the ten quarters 
to be worshipped; all one’s desires are fulfilled (asa means 
* directions ’ and also ‘hope’ or * desire’); HV I. 977-981, VE 
356-7; if viddha^ perform on that day when dasaml exists in 
the forenoon. 

Asaditya-vrata —Begin on a Sunday in Asv.; for one year; 
worship of Sun with 12 different names; HV H. 533-37 
(from Skanda), Vratarka folio 379b; Samba became free from 
leprosy by means of this. 

Asramorvrata —^begin on Cai. 4; for a year divided into 
three periods of four months; Vasudeva, Sankarsana, 
Pradyumna and Aniruddha to be worshipped one after 
another in each period. Vi. Dh. III. 142. 1-7 q. by HV I 505, 
VP (folio 59 ). 

Ahmnokrtya-A(\As^ KR 301-397, VKK 343-458, NS 144-192, 
SMK 287-373, KT 444-447. This month has numerous 
observances and festivals. The important ones will be 
separately entered in the list. A few lesser ones are noted 
here. V. Dh. ( 90. 24-25 ) provides that by donating ghee 
everyday in this month, a man pleases Asv ins and becomes 
handsome and by feeding brahmanas with cow’s milk 
( and its products ) he secures a kingdom. On su. 1 there is 
mother’s father’s sraddha by a grandson whose father is alive 
(vide H. of Dh. vol. IV p. 533); on that day also begins 
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Navaratra; on su. 4 worship of Satl (Parvati who threw 
herself in a lake on that date ) with arghya, flowers &c. and 
honour is to be paid to chaste women, mother, sister and 
other women whose husbands are alive ( KKN 404, KR 348 ); 
on su. 5 nagas made of kusa grass and Indrani are to be 
worshipped ( NA 47, KR 348 ); in bright half on a tithi with 
an auspicious naksatra and muhurta going to field having 
ripe crops with music and dance, one should offer homa and 
should eat the new corn with curds as also new grapes 
( KKN 405, KR 303 ); in ^kla paksa when there is naksatra 
Svati Uccaihsravas ( Sun’s horse ) first carried the Sun and 
hence he and one’s horses should be honoured by an owner 
of horses ( KKN 407, KR 347 ); in su. paksa on Mula one 
should invite Sarasvati, establish her on Purvasadha in 
books, offer oblations to her on Uttarasadha and take leave 
of her on Sravana and one should not read, teach or write 
during these days (NS 171, SmK 352, PC 73 ). In Tamil 
lands Sarasvati-puja in books on Asv. 9; Tulamasa 
(Asv.) is sacred for bath in Kaveri river; and on Amavasya 
there is a special bath in Kaveri river. 

Asadha-krhja—K'R 196-218, KT 434-437, VEK 283-292, NS 
101-109; SMK 137-148. Some of the smaller observances 
of Asadha are mentioned here. Ekabhakta vrata for whole 
month ( SMK 137, KR 196 ); gift of sandals, umbrella, salt 
and myrobalans (v. 1. ‘ new kambala ’) to a brahmana for 
securing favour of Vamana (avatara) on the first or on 
some convenient day of Asadha; on su. 2. if there is Pusya 
naksatra, Rathotsava of Krsna, Balarama and Subhadra 
(TT29,NS 101, SMK 137); on su. 7 (fast on 6th and) 
worship of Sun called Vivasvat who appeared on Purvasadha 
that day ( KKN 390, SmK 138 ); on 8th image of Devi that 
killed Mahisasura should be bathed with turmeric water and 
camphor and sandalwood paste, and feast to brahmanas and 
maidens full of sweet dishes and tasty liquids and lamps 
lighted; NA 56, SmK 138; as to 9th see under Ubhaya- 
navaml; on tenth Varalaksmivrata (very important in Tamil 
country ) and worship on a kalasa; as to 11th and 12th vide 
under these words; Pull Moon is very holy and gifts must 
be made ( Ramayana q. by KR 214 ); if there be UttarasadhS 
naksatra on Purnima worship of ten Visve-devas ( KKN 
393, KR 213 and H. of Dh. voL IV p. 457 ); gift of food on 
Purnima gives inexhaustible merit (V, Dh.); on Pui^ima 
H. D. 35 
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ascetics to shave and perform Vyasapuja (NS 109, SMK 
144-146 ); on dark 8 Vinayakapuja ( KKN 390, KR 198) 5 
As. Kr. 8 is Manvadi tithi. 

Induvrata —■58th of the 60 samvatsara-vratas m. in KKV 451 
(one verse which is Mat. 101. 80 and is quoted from Pad. by 
HV n. 883 ). One has to honour a householder and his wife 
three times a day and give a cow at end of the year. 

Jndradhvajotthanotsavar (festival of the raising of Indra’s banner). 
On Bh. su. 8 the pole for the banner was to be brought or 
made of sugarcane and was to be worshipped with attendant 
deities and was to be taken down and cast in deep water. It 
was raised on Sravana, Dhanistha or Uttarasadha naksatra 
and taken down on BharanI at night. It is elaborately 
described in Varaha’s Brhatsaihhita, chap. 43, Kalikapurana 
(90), R M verses 1260-1292 (vide BORI. vol. 36 pp. 323-327), 
HV n 401-419, TT. 115-117, VKK 322-323, KV 294-299, 
KR 292-293. It was recommended for observance by king. 
It is mentioned in Buddhacarita ( SBE 49 part I. p. 113), 
Raghuvarhsa IV 3, ^Mrcchakatika X 7, in the 1st book of 
Manimekhalai and 5th of Silappadhikaram, and in an 
inscription published in E. I. XH. 320 (dated in 461 of 
Malava era i. e. 404-5 A. D.). It is described in Kalika- 
purapa 90, in Krtyakalpatam (on Rajadharma) pp 184-190 
(from Devlpurana), in RNP pp 421-423, and is mentioned 
in Nagananda I. Vide H. of Dh. II pp.825-826 for descrip¬ 
tion. RNP (pp 430—433 ) quotes several Paurapika asirvada 
mantras and prarthanamantras from the Vispudharmottara. 

IndravrcUa~4:7tin of the 60 Samvatsara-vratas described in KKV 
p. 449. One has to sleep in the open in the rainy season, 
and make a gift of a milch cow. It is Mat. 101. 69. 

Indrapaurvamdsi—HY 11. 196 (one verse from BhavU). Fast 
on Bh. Pull Moon and honouring thirty householders with 
their wives with ornaments; secures moksa. Vide GK 176. 

Is^jatyavapti—Vl Dh. HE. 200. 1-5; begin in Cai. and in 
K.; worship Hari with Rg. X 90 1—16 and the 16 upacaras 
and at end gift of a cow. 

Iscinavr(zt(i~^Va8t on su. 14 and on Full Moon day when it is a 
Thursday; worship of Lihga with Vispu to the left and 
Khakholka (th^ Sun) to the right; five years; gift of one cow 
at end of 1st year, of 2 at end of 2nd, of 3 at end of 3rd, of 
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4 at the end of 4th and five at the end of 5th; KKV 383-385, 
HV n. 179-180 (from Kalika). 

Isvaragavugaurwrata —18 days from Cai. Kr.;! to Cal su. 3; this 
is meant only for women whose husbands are alive; worship 
of Gauri and Siva; well-known in Malava (Malwa); AK 
folio 237. 

livara-vrata —On dark 14th; worship of Siva; HV 11.148 (from 
Bhav., 4| verses ). 

Ugra-naksatras —are the three Purvas (Purvasadha, Purva- 
bhadrapada, PurvaphalgunI), Magha and Bharani. Vide 
under Naksatra and Br. S. 97. 8* 

Uttamabhartrprapti~on 1%^ of ku. ofVasanta; Visnu is deity; 
Var. 54. 1-19. 

Uttarayana —Gifts are recommended at the beginning of each 
ay ana (vide Satatapa in KV 536 and VKK 292 ) and gifts 
made at the beginning of an ayana yield a crorefold of merit, 
while a gift on Amavasya gives only 100 times ( RM q. by 
KV. 381, VKK 214 ). Vide 1. A. voL 20 pp» 104-106 for a 
grant of Eastern Calukya king Mango--ymvaraja on the 
occasion of Uttarayana-sankiantl 

Utthapanaikadasi —on K. su, 11; GK 188, KSS 42 (has three 
mantras for Visnutthapana). 

Utpattyekddasi —Vide VK No. 694. 

Utsarjana —Vide H. of Dh. voL H 815—818, NS 120—121, SmK 
164-167. 

Utsavas —Numerous utsavas are mentioned in the Puranas and 
Works on vrata. Some of these such as Holika, Durgotsava 
have already been described at some length above. A few 
more will be briefly dealt with at appropriate places in the 
list. The word ‘ utsava ’ occurs in Rg. 1.100. 8 and 1.102.1 
and is derived from the root su in the sense of ‘ urging or 
inspiring’ by Say ana. Vide ‘India Antiqua (a volume 
presented to Dr, J. Ph. Vogel) pp 146—153 where Prof. Gtonda 
derives it from root ‘ su * (rather unconvincingly). 

Udakasaptami—dainking only a handful of water on 7th tithl 
gives happiness; KKV 184, HV I. 726 (from Bhav). 

Udasevika—same as Bhutamatr-mtsava. This utsava followed 
immediately after the Indradhvaja was taken down ( L 0- » 
took place on Bh. su. 13). It somewhat resembled the wild 
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and mystic Roman Bacchanalia. In HV II 359-365, KKN 
413-421 and KR 387-395 this festival is described at length 
from the Skanda. The origin is traced to Bhairava and a 
girl called Udasevika (whose body was smeared with mud ) 
sprung from the mind of Siva and Parvati respectively. 
They became husband and wife. All people become on this 
day vociferous about sexual matters. Men and women go 
out like crazy persons, ride asses, bulls and dogs, smear 
themselves with ashes and mud, even men 100 years old act 
like boys, become void of shame, utter obscene songs, dress 
like cowherds, dombas, barbers and also went about naked. 
It is remarkable that Skanda averred that gods and pitrs did 
not accept the offerings of a man who did not take part 
in this festival and remained aloof. There was difference 
of views about the time when the utsava was to be celebrated. 
Vide HV n p. 368, and VP (folios 91-92 ), which place it in 
Jy. kr. 1 to 15 (by purnimanta reckoning). 

Udddlakavrata —^Vide Vas. Bh. S. XI. 76-77; it Was prescribed 
for one who was patitasavitrika. See H. of Dh. vol. II pp. 
376-377. In HV 11 p. 932 (from Brah.), it is described as 
subsisting on amiksa and boiled milk for two months each, 
eight days on curds, three days on ghee and total fast for 
one day. 

Udyapana~Yide pp. 120-21 above. It is said in KTV 95 that 
in some vratas like Krsnajanmastami to be observed 
throughout one’s life there is no udyapana. 

Unmilanivrata —Ekadasi mixed with dvadasl. Vide p. 119 above; 
Pad. VL 37-29 £ and SmK 250-2. 

Upacdras —{items in worship of images). Vide pp. 34-37 above. 

Upavdsavrata —See under Ekadasi pp. 97-100; vide Vi. Dh. L 59. 
3-5 for rewards of fast on week-days from Monday, iUd 
I. 59. 6-15 for fasts on naksatras and I. 59. 15-20 for fasts 
on tithis from 1 to 15. No upavasa beyond a month was 
allowed. Vide S. Pr. folio 300, HV H. 776-783. 

Updkarma—YidQ H. of Dh. vol. H. pp. 807-815. 

Updngalalita—AB^, su. 5: tithi; Lalitadevl (i. e. Parvati); 
prevalent in the Deccan; story of brahmana Gautama from 
Broach, KTV 218 (fif); SmK 343-352, PC 99, VR 206-219 
(from Skanda). 

Ubhayadvadasl—BQ^in on Marg. Kr. 12, then P. su. 12 and so 
on for one year on all 24 dvadasis; tithi; the 24 fonnsof 
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Visnu viz. Kesava, Narayapa and others are to be 
worshipped; HV I. 1013-1021. 

Ubhaijanavamt —Begin on P. su. 9; one year; Camunda worship; 
each month different material for making image of Devi and 
different name; buffalo flesh offered on some days and 
performer to observe nakta and feed maidens on each navami. 
KKV 274-282, HV I 921-928, KR 203-4, 445-446, 517 ( all 
from Bhav.), VP. folio 66a. 

Ubhayasapfami —^begin on su. 7 ; tithi; one year in each paksa; 
Sun deity; KKV 159-160, HV I 748-753 (both from Bhav. 
1.165. 1-45 ); ( 2 ) begin on M. su. 7; for one year; every 
month a different name of the Sun to be worshipped; Bhav, 
U. 47.1-25. 

Ubhayaikadasi—Begin on llthinMarg.; tithi; one year (in 
each paksa); Visnu; different names (such as Kesava, 
Narayana) in dark half and other names of Krsna in su. 
paksa. Vratarka folios 233b-237a. It notes that among 
Gurjaras it is called ‘ Ubhaya ’ simply. 

Umacaturthi —M. su. 4; tithi; Uma; KKN 437^438, SPr (folio 
47b), KR 503; Men and specially women should worship 
with kunda flowers and should observe fast. 

Umamaheivaravrafa —^( 1) Begin on Bh. purnima; sahkalpa on 
14(ih; tithi; worship of golden or silver images of Uma and 
Siva; Vratarka folios 336a-343b (from Sivarahasya); well- 
known in Karnataka; ( 2 ) begin on purnima, amavasya, 
14th or 8th tithi; one year; Uma and Siva to be worshipped; 
nakta with havi^anna on those tithis; HV H. 395 (from 
Sivadharma); (3) on 8th and 14th tithis; one is to fast 
for one year on those two tithis; HV H. 396 (from Sivadhar- 
mottara; ( 4 ) begin on first tithi of Marg.; tithi; one year; 
same deities; Linga, purvardha 84. 23-72; ( 5 ) Begin on 
Marg. su. 3; tithi; one year; same deities as above; Bhav 
U. 23. 1-28, Linga, purvardha 84; (6) HV. H. 691-693 
( from Devipurana), KKV 414-416. 

Umadipuja —Cai. su. 2; tithi; worship of Uma, Siva and Agni; 
SmK 8, PC 83. 

Ulkanavami —9th tithi of Asv. su.; tithi; one year; worship of 
MahisasuramardinI with mantra ‘ Mahisaghni Mahamaye * 
HV 1. 895 (from Bhav U.). Another variety is; HV t 897-9 
and VP folio 187a (from Saurapurana); 
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mantra is the same as in first variety. The vrata is so called 
because the man appears to his enemies like ulka (fire¬ 
brand ) and the woman performer to her co-wives just like 
ulka. 

Umhkala —The period of five ghatls before sunrise, or 55 ghatis 
after the preceding sunrise is so called ‘ Panca-panca 
usahkalah saptapancarunodayah \ astapanca bhavet pratah 
sesah suryodayo matah ll’ KSS 52 (from Devibhagavata). 

Etuvratas —HV11. 858-861; mentions five seasonal vratas which 
are entered at the proper places in this list; vide also 
VKK 237-240, SmK pp. 548^552. 

E^pancami —Vide pp. 149-151 above. 

EkanangapUja —on K. su. 4th, 8th, 9th or 14th; on the last 
women worship Ekanahga under a tree bearing fruit and 
ask a hawk or other bird to carry to Bhagavatl the excellent 
morsel of food that they offer and on this day the wife takes 
her food first and serves it to her husband afterwards; KR 
413-414 (from Brah ). 

AiivaryatrtiyU —on 3rd tithi worship Brahma, Visnu or Siva and 
the three worlds with mantras addressed to them separately; 
secures great prosperity; HV I. 498 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Kajjali —Bh. Kr. 3 (by purnimanta reckoning); tithi; VisnU- 
puja; NS 123, AK (folio 274a, says it is on Sr. Kr. 3 ). NS 
says it is well-known in Madhyadesa. 

Katddanotsava —This festival was performed on Bh. su. 11 and 
12 or 15 when Vispu was supposed to change the side on 
which he slept for two months; HV H. 813, SmK 153. 

Kadallvrata —on 14th of Bh. su.; tithi; plantain plant to be 
worshipped for health, beauty, progeny &c.; HV II 132-133 
(from Bhav U.). Vratarka says that among Gurjaras it is 
performed on the Full moon of K, M or Vai. and all 
upacaras are offered with Pauranic mantras and Udyapana 
is performed on the same tithis in those months or in any 
sacred month. If no kadall available, worship golden image 
(folio 292a-296a). Vide also AK (folio 611a). 

Kapardisvara-Vinayakavrata —4th tithi of Sr. su.; tithi; worship 
of Ganesa; Vratarka folios 78b-84a (from Skanda), VR 
160-168; both refer to Vikramarkapura and say Vikrama- 
ditya performed it 
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Kapilamsthl’-%rata —^on Bh. Kr. (by amanta reckoning) or 
Asvina kr by (purnimanta) 6th; conjoined to Tuesday, Vyatl- 
pata-yoga, Kohinl-naksatra acc. to HV I 578 (Prostha- 
padasite pakse sasthi Bhaumena sarhyuta I Vyatipatena 
Rohinya sa sasthi kapila smrta II). If in addition to the 
above the Sun is in Hasta naksatra then the results are 
greater still; worship of Bhaskara; gift of a kapila cow. HV 
I 577-78 (fromSkanda), NS 152, PC 102, VR 221-231, 
Some works refer it to Asv.; but when Bh. is mentioned it 
must be taken to be amanta as the concurrence of RohinI 
is possible on that supposition alone. The conjunction of so 
many items is rare, generally found once in 60 years. For 
reference to KapilftsasthI, vide I. A. vol. 25 p. 345 where 
a Canarese inscription of Vijayanagar king Krsnaraya (in 
Bh. Kr. 6 of sah^ 1435 corresponding to Tuesday, 20-9-1513) 
refers to it. 

Kamalasasthl-^yL^XQ, §u. 5-7; tithi; one year; Brahma is devata; 
begin niyamas on 5th, fast on 6th and gift of lotus made of 
gold and sugar to a brahmana; on 7th morning honouring 
brahmana and feeding him kslra; 12 different names of 
Brahma in 12 months; Bhav tJ. 39. 

iTama^asaptomi—begin on Cai. 7; tithi; one year; Divakara 

( Sun ) is devata; Mat. 78.1-11 (q. by KKV 217-219) = Pad. 
V. 21. 281-290 ( HV I 640-641 quotes these and a few more 
as from Pad.), KR 119-121. Vide also Bhav U. 50.1-11; 
VP (folio 61b) quotes from Pad. the verse * Bhaskaraya 
vidmahe saptasvaya dhimahi | tan me bhanuh pracodayat U’ 
in imitation of the famous Gayatrl ( Rg. HI. 62.10 ). 

Karakacaturthi —^for women only; on K. Kr. 4; tithi; worship 
of picture of Gaurl accompanied by Siva, Gane&a and 
Skanda drawn under a vata tree with all upacaras; gift of 
ten karakas (vessels ) to brahmanas and arghya to Moon 
after moonrise. NS 196, Vratarka folio 84a-86a, VR 172 ff 
(mentions month as Asv. by amanta reckoning), SmK. 367 
(quoting Va ), PC 95 (which says it is same as Dasaratha- 
caturthl). 

Kardkdstami —8th of K. Kr.; worship of Gaurl at night, gift of 
nine jars filled with scented water and surrounded with 
garlands; he should take food after feeding nine maidens; 
AK folio 547a (remarks it is well-known in Mahsrastra). 
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Karanam'atani —The karanas will be described in the next section. 
Vide Br. S. chap. 99, Vi. Dh. I. 83. 24 ff, HV H 718--726 
( quoting Brahmanda and other puranas ), SmK 564-565. 

Karavirapratipad-vraia—on 1st of Jy. sn.; tithi; worship of 
Karavira plant growing in a temple garden; HV I 353 (from 
Bhav U. 10 ), SmK 117. The mantra is ‘akrsnena* ( Bg. 
I, 35. 2 ). It is observed in Tamil country but on Vai. su. 1. 

Karivrata' —miscellaneous vrata (prakirnaka ); Brahma devata; 
KKV 449 ( quoting Mat. 101. 72 ), HV II. 911 (from Pad., 
same verses ); a fast and gift of golden chariot with two 
elephants. 

Kalasa —a jar or jars are used as auspicious in marriage, esta¬ 
blishment of an idol, marching on an expedition, coronation 
&c.; up to 108 may be employed; their circumference should 
be from 15 to 50 finger-breadths, height 16 angulas, base 
12 ahgulas and mouth 8 angulas. HV (I 608 ) derives the 
word (‘ Kalam kalam grhitva ca devanam Visvakarmana i 
nirmitoyarh surair yasmat-kalasastena ucyate li); vide HV 
I. 65-66 for kalasotpatti and its measurements. A purna 
kalasa is mentioned in Ilg. HI. 32. 15. 

Kalkidvadasi —12thofBh.su.; tithi; Kalkin devata; Var. 48- 
1-24, some of which are q. by KKV 332-333 and HV I. 
1038-39. Vide ‘ avataras ’ above. 

Kalpavrk^-vrala —Sarhvatsarvrata; one of the sastivratas in 
Mat. 101, q. by KKV 446; HV H. 910-911 (quotes from Pad. 
same verses). 

Kalpadi —seven tithis are mentioned as the beginnings of 
Kalpas in Mat. viz. Vai. su. 3, Pha. Kr. 3, Cai. su 5, Cai. Kr. 5 
(or amavasya?), M. sul3,K. su. 7,Marg. su 9. Vide HK 670-1. 
NS 82, SmK. 5-6 and H. of Dh, IV. 374. They are sraddha 
tithis. Hemadri mentions 30 tithis as Kalpadi from 
Nagarakhanda. The Mat. ( chap. 290. 3-11) names thirty 
Kalpas somewhat difierent from those in the Nagarakhanda. 

Kalpanta —See Vi. Dh. L 77 for description. 

Kalyanasaptami —begin on su. 7th tithi on a Sunday. That tithi 
is called Kalyanini or Vijaya; one year; Sun worship; in 
13th month gift of 13 cows. Mat. 74. 5-20 (q. by KKV 
208-211) and Bhav U. 48. 1-16; HV I. 638-640 (quotes 
almost same verses from Pad. Srsti-khanda 21. 216-235 ). 
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Kancanagaiiri —Bh. su. 3; tithi; Gauripuja; NA 39, GK 72. 

Kancanapurivrata —-A miscellaneous vrata (prakirnaka); on 
Su. 3, Kr. 11, Purnima, Amavasya, Sth titM or Sankranti; 
gift of golden purl (town ) with walla of gold, silver or lead, 
pillars of gold, silver &c.; in most of the manufactured town, 
images of Visnu and LaksmI; HV II. 868-876 (from Gar.), 
Bhav U. 147; practised by Gaurl and Siva, Kama and Sita, 
Damayanti and Nala, Krsna and Pandavas. Confers 
everything and frees from all sins. 

Kotijayanwrata —Bhagavata X 22. 1-7. The story is that 
maidens in Nandavraja worshipped in Margasirsa the image 
of KatyayanI for a month for securing Krsna as husband. 

Kantaradipadanavidhi —^lighting eight lamps on a post of 
sacrificial tree for one month from Asv. Purnima to K. 
Purnima, or on three nights ( Asv. purnima, Asv. amavasya 
and K. purnima) or only on K. purnima, acc. to one’s ability; 
deities Dharma, Rudra, Damodara; KKN 452-456 (from 
Mat.), KR 382-386 ( quoting some verses from Brah.); KR 
382-386 ; ‘ kdntaro durgamam vartma ’ KR 386. This rite 
was principally meant for the benefit of pretas ( disembodied 
spirits) and pitrs (manes). 

Kdntivrala — ( 1) K. su. 2; tithi; for a year; worship of Balarama 
and Kesava and of the crescent of the moon; homa with 
sesame for 4 months from K. and with ghee for four months 
from Asadha; at end of year gift of a silver image of Moon 
to a brahmana; KKV 47-48 (from Var. 57.1-18); HV L 
378-379 (from Var.); (2) in Vai; Saihvatsaravrata; 
giving up in whole of Vai. salt and flowers, KKV 445. 

Kdmatrayodasi —on 13th; tithi; worship of Kama (god of love ); 
HV H. 25 (from Bhav.), VKK 70. 

Kdmatrivrata —-worship of several goddesses such as IJma, Medha, 
Bhadrakali, KatyayanI, Anasuya, Varuna-patnl; result is 
accomplishment of desired objects; HV I 575-576 (from 
Vi. Dh.). 

Kamadavidhi —^worship of Sun on the Sunday that occurs on 
Marg. su 6 with Karavira flowers smeared with red sandal¬ 
wood paste; KKV 14. 

Kamadasaptaml —^7th of Pha. su,; tithi; for a year; worship of 
Surya (sun); in each group of four months from Ph5. 
worship with different flowers, different dhupa and different 


a. D. 36 
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naivedya; KKV 169-172, HV I. 728-731 (both quote from 
Bhav. 1 105.1-29 ). 

Kamadevapuja —on Cai. su. 12; tithi; worship of Love-god drawn 
on a piece of cloth with various flowers and keeping in front 
of the picture a jar of cool water covered with flowers; wives 
are to be honoured by the husbands on this day; KKN 384. 

Kamadevavrata —^begin on Vai. su. 13; tithi; for one year; 
worship of Kamadeva; Vi. Dh. III. 183 q. by HV11. 18, VP 
{folio 86a). 

Kdmadhenuvrata —^for five days from K. Kr. 11; tithi; Sri and 
Visnu devata; lighting lamps at night in the house, cowpen, 
caiY^/as, temples of gods, roads, cemeteries, tanks; dice play 
at night with wife and relatives; fast on EkadasI and bathing 
Visnu image with cow’s milk or ghee, for four days; giving 
of a ddna called Kamadhenu; HV II. 344-348 (from Vahni- 
purana). This serves also as a prayascitta for all sins. 
Vide H. of Dh. vol. H. pp 874-875 for description of 
Kamadhenu ddna, 

Xawad^oirayorfaii—(or Madana-trayoda^I) Cai. §u. 13; tithi; 
worship of Damana plant as identical with Madana; GK 
152-153 {quoting Bhav,) and KT 465; vide Ananga- 
trayodasl. 

begin on Marg. su. 12; on each 12th there¬ 
after for one year; worship of Kamadeva; SmK 114 (quoting 
Vi. Dh. 1.158). 

Kamamahotsava on 14th of Cai. su,; tithi; establishment of 
Madana and Rati on the night of 13th in a park and worship 
on 14th; the festival is to be celebrated with obscene words, 
with songs and music; next morning play with mud for a 
prahara (three hours); VKK 529-532 which quotes two 
verses (on p. 530) from RM. This is also called ‘Caitravall’ 
and^ * Madanabhanjr in SaivSgama. Vide KV 190 
Caitravihita- AsokastamI- MadanatrayodasI - Caitravall- 
Madanabhanjika-CaturdasI-prabhrtln ’ and RM. (folio 81a 
verses 1381-1384 ABORI 36 p. 333-34 ), KR 137-138. 

Kdmavrata~(l) for women alone, KKV 421-424, HV H. 
821-824 (both quote from Bhav.); begin in K.; Mi-savrata; 
one year; worship of Sun; Hemadri calls it strl—putra^ 
kamSvaptivrata; (2 ) begin on 13th of P. su.; observe nakta 
on each 13th and in Cai. donate a golden Asoka tree and 
sugarcane stalks ten finger-breadths in length with the words 
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‘ May Pradyumna be pleased ’; KKV 440, HV11. 25( quoting 
Pad.); (3) on 7 th tithi of any month; tithi; worship of 
Suvarcala, the Sun’s wife; secures all desired objects ; HV I. 
790 (quoting Vi. Dh. one verse only); (4) begin on 5th 
of P. su.; tithi; worship of Visnu in the form of Kartikeya . 
nakta on 5th, on 6th only one fruit to be eaten; on 7th 
Parana; one year; gift of golden image of Kartikeya and 
two garments to a brahmana; in this very life all the desires 
of the performer are fulfilled. Var. 61.1-12 q. by KKV 98-99 
and HV I. 615-616. HV calls it * KamasasthI 

Kamasasthi —^Vide the immediately preceding vrata (4). 

Kamavaptivrata —on Kr. 14; tithi; worship of Mahakala ( Siva ); 
secures desired objects. HV II. 155 ( one verse from Vi. Dh.) 

Kamikavi'ata —Marg. Kr. 2; tithi; golden or silver image with 
cakra ( discus) to be worshipped and donated. AK (folio 
251a). 

Zar^i/ca—ForvratasinK., vide HV H 769-784, KR 397-442, 
VKK 453-481, NS 192-208, KSS 20-^26, SmK 358-427, GK 
24-32. It is said to be a very holy month, holier than all 
tirthas and all solemn sacrifices. For its mahatmya, vide 
Skanda, Vaisnavakhanda. chap. 9, Nar. (uttarardha) chap. 
22, Pad. VI. 92. 

Kartikasnanavrala —For the whole month of K. a person, taking 
bath early morning outside the house in a river, being 
engaged in japa of Gayatrl and partaking only once in the 
day of sacrificial (havisya) food, becomes free from all sins 
committed in the year; V. Dh. 89.1-4 q. by KKV 418, HV 
n. 762. Vide also RM folio 80a, 1358-1362 (vide ABORI 
36 pp. 330-31 ). Pad. VI. 91 and 119. 12-13, KV 324, NS 
192-194, SmK 358, GK 27-29. 

Among the many things to be given up in K.is flesh. S. Pr, 
(folio 46) and KR (397-399 ) quote MB to the effect that 
giving up flesh-eating in Kartika (particularly in the bright 
half) is equal to the performance of severe austerities ( tapas ) 
for a hundred years and that great ancient kings like Yayati, 
Rama and Nala did not eat flesh in K. and therefore went to 
heaven. Nar. (uttarardha) 22. 58 avers that a man becomes a 
candala by eating flesh in K. Vide under Bakapancaka, 

Lighting lamps and making illuminations in K. in the 
temples of Siva^ Candl, the Sun and other go& is hfehly 
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eulogised. Vide Pad. III. 3.13 ff, HV. H. 763-708, KR 403-404, 
KV 326, SmK. 358-59; worship of Ke^ava with flowers called 
muni (i. e. Agastya ) for the whole month of K. excluding other 
flowers secures reward of Asvamedha; TT. 147- 

Kartika su, 1. Vide above under Divali for the rites on 
this tithi; on su. 2 worship of Yama (NS 203, PC 83, SmK (377) 
and Bhratrdvitiya (vide pp. 207-208 above ); on 3 worship of 
Satidevi (AK folio 295-296 ); su. 4 Nagacaturtht ( GK 81 ); su. 6 
is called Mahasasthi on which there is Vahni^Uahotsava ( SmK 
378, PC 102 ); special importance if it falls on Tuesday; su. 8 
worship of Bhagavatl ( KKN 424*^425, KR 4l3 ); ^u. 9 is yug^di 
tithi (sraddha without pindas may be performed) and Bhagavati- 
puja ( KKN 424-25, KR 413 ); su. 10 partake of curds and eat 
only in the evening ( KV 425, KR 420 ); su. ll is Bodhani or 
PrabodhinI or utthana-EkadasI when Visuu ibises from sleep 
(KKN 392, NS 205 ); this is specially sacred to Srl-Vaispavas; 
on this tithi there is the marriage of Tulasi to ^isnu ( SmK 366, 
378, VR 384-86), vide also Bhi^a-pahcakn vrata; there is 
Tulasivivaha in Tamil and some other lands on I3th tithi; some 
observe Bodhana also on the 12th (KR 426); vide under 
Yogesvara-dvadasI; there is worship of Varaha nyatara (Var. 123. 
8-11 q. by KKN 426 ) on this tithi; su. 13, vide Kingarcanavrata; 
su. 14. on this there is Vaikuntha-caturdasi, which see; on K-14 
the Brah. says that the mistress of the house in former ages took 
a tasty morsel of food, offered it to a hawk, and asked it to take 
it to Durga and that she in the present age is eat first on this 
day and then the husband has to offer honour to i^is wife ( KKN 
425 quoting Brah. and KR 413-14); Karti^jx Purnima was 
called Maha-Kartikl, if the Moon and Jupiter ou that tithi are 
both in the Krttika (Pleiades) naksatra or there is Rohini 
naksatraon it; KKN 372, VKK 481, SmK 4o6; HV H. 181 
(quotes Bhav U) to the effect that if in addition to the above 
the purnima falls on a Monday it is a very Wy day, which 
occurs rarely (IdrsI bahubhir varsair bahupu^yena labhyate); 
In the Sunao plates of Sahgama-simha (in 2^)4 of the Kalaouri 
era i. e, 541 A. D.) there is mention of n ^rant to several 
brahmauas of Bharukaccha (modern Broach ) n^ade on this day 
( E. I. X. p. 72 ), also C. L I. VoL IV Nos. 9, ll, i6, 17, 30 ( five 
grants made on Kartiki Purnima); vide HK ^41, KR 430-^31^ 
NS 207 (for Mahakartiki); on K. Pull Moon also some celebrate 
Tulasl-vivaha (vide SmK 366); on K. Purnim^ the RcUhayUtr^ of 
Brahma was celebrated (Pad. V, 17. 217-253 ); On the Pull uiocmi 
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Bhav. prescribes the letting loose of a bull ( SmK 390-406 ); on 
this purnima was celebrated Tripurotsava in the evening when 
illuminations were made with lamps in temples ( NS 207, SmK 
427 ); K. Kr. 4 vide Karaka-caturthi; K. Kr. 8 see Karakastami; 
K. Kr. 12 worship of cows (HV I. 1180-1190, NS 196, SmK 
367-368 ); on kr. 13 offering a lighted lamp to Yama outside the 
bouse; Kr. 14 and amavasya (by the purnimanta reckoning) 
vide under Narakacaturdasi and LaksmI-pujana above pp. 198-200 
and KKV 423-424. On K. amavasya one who had not performed 
or could not perform parvana-^raddha in pitr-paksa ( Bh. dark 
fortnight) could perform it on K. amavasya. 

Kartikavrata —HV H. 762-763 (from Vahni-purana); offer 
food full of ghee and honey to gods, pitrs and men; worship 
of Hari and lighting lamps there remove sins and the per¬ 
former goes to heaven. 

Kartiki—purv.imuvrata—K. su. 15; tithi; the full Moon 
tithis in Vai., K., M. were highly honoured, and one should not 
allow them to pass without bath and donations; bath at holy 
places on those days is commended and gifts also according 
to monetary ability. The pre-eminent tirtha on K. Pull 
Moon is Puskara, in Vai. UjjayinI and in M. Varanasi. 
Gifts were to be made on these days not only to brahmanas, 
but also to one’s sister, sister’s son, father’s sister’s son, 
maternal uncle and to poor relatives. In the Ramayana 
Bharata took a sapatha (oath) before Kausalya “if my elder 
brother went to the forest with my consent, may the Pull 
Moon tithis of Vai., K., M., honoured even by gods, pass in 
my case without gifts ”; HV H. 137-171 (quoting Bhav U) 
contains (on p. 170) this oath of Bharata. This verse 
about Full Moon of Vai. &c. does not occur in several 
editions of the Ramayana though several other verses end¬ 
ing in ‘ Yasyaryonumate gatah’ occur in Ayodhyakanda 75. 

Kartikeya-vrata~6th. tithi; Kartikeya is devata; HV I. 605-606 
(from Bhav.), Vratakala-viveka p. 24. 

Kartikeya-sasthi-—on Marg. su. 6; tithi; worship of golden, 
silver, clay or wooden image of Kartikeya; HV I. 596-600 
(from Bhav XJ. 42.1-29 ). 

Kalabhairavusidni —Marg. kr. 8; tithi; Kalabhairava is deity; 
VK 316-317, VKD 106. 

Kalaralrivratct —on Asv. sQ. 8; paksa vrata; for all varnas but 
not for thc»o beyond.the pale of caste system; fast for 7 or 
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3 days or one day according to physical ability; first puja 
of Ganesa, Matrs, Skanda and Siva and then homa which 
was to be in a kunda by a brahmana who had taken initia¬ 
tion as a Saiva or by persons belonging to avijanga ( Maga 
brahmanas or Parsi ?) families; eight maidens to be fed 
and eight brahmanas to be invited; HV II. 326-332 
(from Kalikapurana). 

Kalastamivrata —on Bh. kr. 8 with Mrgasiras naksatra; tithi- 
vrata; one year; Va. 16. 30-66 q. by KKV 258-263 and by 
HV I 849-853, KN 196; Siva is supposed to stay in lihgas 
on this day unaccompanied by bull or Ganesa. The per¬ 
former bathes with different things, offers different flowers 
and employs different names of Sankara in each month. 

Kalivrata —The same as Kalaratrivrata above. So called in 
KKV 263-269. The editor of KKV (G. O. S.) did not notice 
that this was identical with the vrata in HV II, 326-332. 

Kimicchakavrata —Markandeya-purana 122.8,17, 20 (Venk.ed.). 
It consists in asking an atithi what he wants and in offering 
what he wants. There is the story of Aviksit, son of 
Karandhama, whose mother had undertaken this vrata and 
who had made a promise to his mother to carry out her 
vrata. He proclaimed ‘ srnvantu merthinah sarve pratijn- 
5tam maya tada \ kimicchatha dadamyesa kriyamane 
kimicchake ’ U (Mark. 122.20 ) 

Kirtivrata —Samvatsaravrata; the performer salutes Asvattha 
tree, the Sun and the Ganges, stays in one place restraining 
his senses, eats only once in the noon; he does so for one 
year; at end of vrata honours a brahmana and his wife with 
gifts of three cows and a golden tree. It yields fame and 
land to performer. KKV 442, HV II. 863-864 (from Pad.). 
The verses are also Mat. 101.23-24. It is the 13th Sastivrata, 

Kirtisanhrantivrata —on the day of a sahkranti, the disk of the 
Sun to be drawn on ground, an image of the Sun to be 
placed in the midst of the figure and worshipped; for one 
year; HV H. 738-739 (from Skanda), Reward is great 
fame, long life, kingdom and health. 

Kukkuti-markativrata —on Bh. ffu. 7; tithi; for one year on each 
saptami, whether of bright or dark half; on 8th dinner to 
brahmanas consisting of sesame cake and rice and jaggery; 

worship of Siva with Ambika drawn in a circle; described 
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at length in Bhav U. 36.1-43; TT 37 ( calls it Kukkuti- 
vrata ); the performer has to wear for life a doraka (band 
of threads with filigree of gold or silver ) on his arm; the 
story of a queen and the wife of her husband’s purohita who 
became a markati (the monkey ) and kukkurf (hen) because 
they forgot to wear the doraka is narrated by Krsna to 
Yudhisthira; VKK 319 (quoting Bhav.), GK 85. 

Kundachaturthi—-on M, sn. 4:; tithi; Devipuja; gift of flowers 
of kunda plant, vegetables, salt, sugar made from jaggery, 
jlraks &c. to maidens; fast on 4th; KKV 283-284, HV I. 
525-526 (from Devipurana ), S. Pr 27b, VP (folio 284b), It 
is also called GaurIcaturthI; chief matter is fast on 4th and 
the gifts only confer saubhdgya, 

Kuberavrata —-on 3rd tithi; worship of Kubera; HV I. 478-479 
(from Bhav.), KN 176. 

Kumara^sthi —^begin on Cai. kn. 6; tithi; for one year; worship 
of clay image of Skanda with twelve arms; HV I. 588-590 
(from Kalottara); VP (folio 61a). 

Kumaripujd—in Navaratra. Vide pp. 170-171 above and SM 22. 

Kurribhaparva —It occurs once in twelve years. The Sun and 
Moon should be in Makara rasi, Jupiter in Taurus (Vrsabha), 
there is amavasya; this is called Kumbhayoga. Bath at 
Prayaga on this yoga is deemed to be more meritorious than 
a thousand Asvamedhas, a hundred Vajapeyas and a lakh of 
pradaksinas round the earth. Bath at Prayaga and the 
large concourse of sddhus are the two predominant objects 
of those who gather there in thousands and sometimes 
millions. It is in three parts, first is Makarasahkranti, the 
2nd (the chief one and called Purnakumbha ) is amavasya 
and 3rd is Vasantapancaml. In 1954 A. D. the three dates 
were 14th January, 3rd February and 7th February. Some 
hold that the three days are Makarasahkranti, Pausa 
Purnima and Amavasya. There are other Kumbha-yogas 
viz. at Haridvara when Jupiter is in KumbharaM and Sun 
enters Mesa, at Nasik when Jupiter is in Simha and Sun 
and Moon in Karkata, at Ujjain when Sun is in Tula and 
Jupiter in Vrscika. 

Kumbhikdvrata —on K. &u. 11; tithi; Visnu deity; HV 1.1105-8, 
VP (folio 211); both quote Skanda. 

Kurrmdvadasi —on P. Su. 12; tithi; Narayana; KKV 317-319, 
HV I. 1026-27 (quoting 9 verses from Var., chap. 40 ), KB 
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482-’484. On a copper vessel full of ghee the image of 
tortoise with mandava mountain is to be placed and donated. 

Kusiyianda-dasarm—^on Asv. su. 10 up to the 4th tithi following; 
tithi; worship of Siva, Dasaratha, Laksmi with kusmanda 
flowers; arghya to Moon; GK pp. 125-126 (from Sambapurana). 

Krcchravrata —On Marg. Su. 4; tithi; four years; Ganesa deity; 
HV I 501-504 (from Skanda ); in the first year he subsists 
by ekabhakta on 4th, in the 2nd by nakta, on 3rd by 
ayacita way and in 4th he fasts on 4th tithi. 

Krcch7*avralani-^seYQm\ krcchras, such as Somayana, Tapta- 
krcchra, krcchratikrcchra, Santapana (that are really 
prayascittas) are described as vratas by HV 11. 931 ff.; vide 
also HV II 769-71 for these. Sudra had no adhikara for 
these. Some of the other krcchras are described here; 
Paitamaha krcchra from K. kr. 7 (on four days partake only 
of water, milk, curds and ghee respectively ), on 11th fast 
and worship Hari; Vaisnava-krcchra consists in partaking 
of munyanna (such as nivaras) for three days, yavaka for 
three days and fast for three days. 

Krttlkavrata —^begin on Maha-kartikl as defined above or on any 
K. Pull Moon; bath in some holy place like Kuruksetra, 
Prayaga, Puskara, Naimisa, Mulasthana, Gokarna or in any 
city or village; six krttika images made of gold, silver, 
jewels, butter, flour and decked with sandalwood paste and 
alaktaka dye, saffron &c. and worshipped with Jati flowers 
and to be donated to brahmanas. HV H. 191-193 (from 
Bhav U.). 

Krttika^ana —fast on Bharanl-naksatra; on Krttika snapana of 
performer and his wife by purohita with water from jars of 
gold or clay filled with all plants and holy water; worship 
of Agni, Skanda, Moon, sword, Vanina; HV II 597-598 
(fromVLDL ). 

Krsviacaturda^ —(1) onPha. kr. 14; tithi; Siva is devata; 14 
names of Siva to be repeated; for 14 years; HV H. 65-71 
(from Kalottara); ( 2 ) for women alone; fast on kr. 14. 
tithi; Siva ; for one year; HV H. 154; ( 3 ) on 14th of M. Kr; 
worship of Siva with bilva leaves; HV. H. 156 (from Saura- 
purana...(4) on 14 of Kr. burning guggulu before Siva 
image; HV 156 (from Saura). 

Kr^ajanmastami —Vide pp. 128-140 aJbove. 
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Krsnadolotsava —on 11th of Cai. su. 11; tithi; the image of 
Krsna (with that of Laksmi) to be placed in a swing, 
worshipped with darnanaka leaves and jagara at night; 
SMK 101. 

Krsnadvddasi —on 12th of As. kr.; tithi; fast on 12th and 
worship of Vasudeva; HV I. 1036-37 (quoting Var. 46.1-7 
and calling it Vasudeva-dvadasI), KKV 329-331. Vide Var. 
46. 1-15. 

Krsnavrafa~on 11th; tithi; Krsna; KKV 447 (quoting Mat. 
101. 58 ), HV 1.1161 (quoting same verse from Pad.). 

Krsnasasthl —(1) Marg. kr. 6; tithi; one year; Sun worship 
with a different name in each month; KKV 101-103, HV 
1.624-626 (from Bhav U.), KR 447-448 (from Bhav.); 
( 2 ) on each 6th of both paksas for one year; nakta on it 
and arghya to Kartikeya; Bhav. Brahmaparva, 39. 1-13 
and Agni 181. 2. 

Krsnastamlvraia —(1) on Marg. kr. 8; tithi; one year; Siva 
“deity; KKV 241-245, HV I. 823-826 (both from Devl- 
purana); different names of Siva in each month and different 
food to be eaten in each month; ( 2 ) begin on Marg. kr. 8; 
tithi; one year; Siva deity; Bhav U. 57. 1-22 q. by KKV 
245-248, HV I. 816-817; (3) Sivapuja from Marg. to K. 
under twelve different names; KKV 248-250 quoting Mat. 
56.1-117, KR 450-452 (from (Bhav.), VR 317-319 (from 
Adityapurana); ( 4 ) for a year from Bh. Kr. 8 to Sr.; Siva 
is deity; KKV 250-252, HV I. 821-823 ( both from Bhav.); 

( 5 ) on Jy. kr. 8; tithi; Siva worshipped; KKV 252-254, 
HV I. 840-841 ( calls it Tindukastaml); (6 ) begin Cai. 
kr. 8; tithi; one year; Krsna deity; HV I. 819-821 (from 
Vi. Dh.) for progeny; ( 7 ) begin on 8th of dark half of 
Asv. or M. or Cai. or Sr.; deity is Mangala Devi; ekabhakta, 
nakta, ayacita and upavasa from 8th to 11th and following 
days in the same rotation. KKV 233-235; japa of 17 names 
of Devi to be performed. 

Kr^ikadasl —^on Pha. kr. 11; tithi; Candi devata; HV L 150, 
Vratarka (folios 232-33 ). 

Keddragaurlvrata —on K. amavasya; tithi; worship of Gkiurl 
and Kedara; AK (folios 1062h-1067b). AK says it is well- 
known among daksinatyas; AK quotes a story from Padma. 

H. D. 37 
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Kokilavrata—Mostly for women. On the Full moon of As. in 
the evening a sahkalpa; for one month after Asadha Full 
Moon (in purnimanta reckoning ); worship of Gauri in the 
form of Kokila image made of gold or sesame cake; 
nakta for one month; at end of one month gift of image 
placed in a copper vessel with precious stones for eyes and 
with feet and beak of silver ; HV II. 755-57 ( quoting Bhav. 

U. chap. 11), NS 108-109. The Vratarka (folios 339-334 ) 
notes that in Gurjara country this vrata is performed in the 
intercalary Asadha by usage but there is no sastra autho¬ 
rity. It is said that Gauri was cursed to be kokila by 
Siva after he destroyed Daksa’s sacrifice. A golden image 
of female cuckoo with feet of silver and pearls for eyes is 
worshipped with 16 upacaras. It is performed for saubhagya 
and prosperity. In Tamil calendars it is shown on Jy. 
(Mithuna) 14. 

Kotihoma —Mat. (93. 5-6 ) says that the Navagrahahoma is 
called Ayutahoma since the ahutis therein number ten 
thousand, another variety being Laksahoma and a third 
being Kotihoma. Navagraha-makha is a santifor averting 
evil omens or planetary influences. Mat. 93. describes all 
the three. Vide Nrsirhha-purana 35, Br. S. 45. 6 (which 
prescribes Kotihoma against divya utpatas) and Harsacarita 

V. where it is referred to as being performed when Prabha- 
karavardhana was on his death-bed. 

KoilsvarwrcUa —on Bh. su. 3: tithi; for four years; fast on that 
day; one lakh of rice-grains or sesame should be cast into 
milk and with the thick paste image of Devi (Parvati) to be 
made and worshipped; result no poverty, eight sons, eminent 
husband; also called Laksesvari; HV I. 459-461 (from 
Skanda), Vratarka (folios 53b-53b), VP (folio 124). 

Kojdgara or Kaumudi-'mahotsava —on Asv. Purnima; tithi; 
worship of Laksmi and Indra riding Airavata; lighting of 
lamps fed with ghee or sesame oil on a large scale ( one lakh 
to 100 ) at night on the capital roads, in temples, parks and 
private houses; dice play; bath next morning and worship 
of Indra, sumptuous dinner to brahmanas ; Lihga-purana 
states that beneficent Laksmi moves about at midnight in 
the world saying ‘ who is awake ’ and people should drink 
the water in the cocoanut fruit and play with numerals 
(i. e. dice mgnrked with numerals); KV 403, VKK 453-54 
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(both quote same two verses from Lihga), TT 135-137, 
KT 445-447, NS 191, PC 302-303; words ‘ ko jagarti ’ try to 
explain the name Kojagara. This is also called Kaumudi 
(Skanda q. by Vratarka) and Kojagara is probably an 
abbreviation of Kaumudi-jagara, For Kaumudi-mahotsava 
vide Krtyakalpataru ( on Rajadharma) pp. 182-183 (from 
Skanda) and RNP p. 419-421. 

Kaumudi-vrata —-Begin on Asv. Su. 11 with a fast and jagara; 
on 12 th worship of Vasudeva with various kinds of lotuses; 
Yatrotsava on I3th by Vaisnavas; fast on l4th and on 
purnima worship of Vasudeva and japa of mantra ‘om namo 
Vasudevaya’; HV II 760, KV 223, SmK 355, Agni chap. 
207. H V says that this may be continued till the awakening 
of Visnu in K. 

Kautuka —Nine things are so called, viz Diirva, barley sprouts, 
valaka, mango leaves, two kinds of haridra (turmeric), 
mustard, peacock feathers, serpent’s slough; they are to be 
tied on kahkana in marriage &c. HV I. 49, VR 16. The 
Raghuvaihsa VIII. 1 mentions vivahakautuka. 

Kramapujd—KR 141-144 (quoting Devl-purana) deals with 
worship of Hurga in months from Cai. on particular tithis 
and naksatras and the rewards thereof. 

Kslradharavrata—onihQ 1st and 5th tithis of two months one 
should subsist only on milk; secures the reward of 
Asvamedha; Lih. 83. 6. 

Ksirapratipad —on 1st of Vai. or K.; tithi; one year; Brahma 
deity; performer to offer milk according to ability with 
words ‘ May Brahma be pleased with me ’; HV I. 336-338, 
KKV 36-38; japa of several holy texts such as those in 
Vasistha-dharmasutra 28. 10-15, Sahkhasmrti chap. V, 

Ksemavrata —worship of Yaksas and raksasas on I4th; tithi; 
HV H. 154 (one verse only from Vi. Dh.). 

Khanjanadarsana —(seeing the Khanjana bird). See above 
p. 193. 

Khadgadhdra-vrata —See Asidhara-vrata p. 265 and Vi. Dh. 

in. 218. 23-25. 

Gangasaptami—on Vai. su. 7; worship of Ganges; SmK 112 
(quoting Brah.), VR 237. Sage Jahnu angrily drank Ganges 
and then let it off through his right ear on this day. 
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Oajacchdyd —A combination of Asv. kr. 13, of Magha-naksatra, 
sun in Hasta. V ide H. of Dh. voL IV p. 371 n. It is a time 
for sraddha. Vide Yaj. I. 218 and Manu III. 274. Satatapa 
(q. by HK 386 ) says when there is a solar eclipse, that is 
also Gajacchaya and sraddha at that time becomes 
inexhaustible. 

Gajanirdjandvidhi —(waving lamps before elephants ). On A^v. 
Full Moon tithi in the afternoon; HV 11. 226-227 (from 
Gopatha Brahmana). 

Gajapujdiidhi —On Full Moon of As. ; by those who desire pros¬ 
perity or wealth. HV II. 222-225. 

Gavagaurim'ata —on Cai. su. 3; tithi; worship of Gauri to be 
performed particularly by women whose husbands are alive; 
Some call it Giri'Gaurlvrata; AK (folio 257 ); well-known 
in Madhyadesa. 

Gampaticaturthi —on 4th tithi; for two months; no food by day 
for performer on that day and he feeds brahmanas on sesame 
food and himself eats it at night; HV I 519-520 (two 
verses from Bhav.). 

Ganesacaturthi —Vide pp. 145-149 above. 

Ganesacaturthivrata —Begin Bh. su. 4; tithi; for one year; worship 
of Ganesa; KKV 84-87, HV 1.510-512 (both quote Narasimha- 
purana 26. 2-20 ); ( 2) HV I. 510 (from Bhav.) on 4th; 
worship of Ganesa; procedure like Vaisvanarapratipad-vrata. 

Gandhavrata—begin on Full Moon day; for one year; fast on 
Pull Moon day; at the end of year an image covered with 
all fragrant substances to be offered to a brahmana. 
HV H. 241. 

Gandhaspika ^mixture of eight fragrant substances slightly 
varying according to the deities (such as Sakti, Visnu, 
Siva, Ganesa) to whom they are to be offered. The eight for 
Sakti^orship are sandalwood, agallochum, camphor, saffron, 
rocand, JatamShsi (valerian), cora and kapi (last two are 
some kinds of grass); AK (folio 98a). 

Gato2A:a?m/a—pouring a stream of water on the image of Siva 
in summer from jars full of holy water; secures Brahmapada ^ 
HV n. 861 (only one verse ). ’ 

Gdyalrhrala—on su. 14th; worship of Sun; japa of Gayatrl 
{Bg. III. 62. 10) for 100, 1000, 10000 times; removes 
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various diseases; HV IL 62-^3 (quoting Gar.). Vide H. of 
Dh. voL II pp 303-304 for eulogy of Gayatri and its 
sacredness. 

Giritanayam^ota —^begin on Bh. or Vai. or Marg. su. 3; one year; 
worship of Gaurl or Lalita; different flowers and different 
names of Gaurl in each of 12 months; Mat. 62, Pad. Y. 
22. 61-104, q. by HV I. 422-426 (from Pad.). 

GudaMiya —on Bh. su.3; tithi; Parvatl* offerings of cakes (pupa) 
with guda (jaggery) or payasa; HV 1.497-98 (from Bhav.), 
VP (folio 125 a). 

Gundicdr^jatra —Vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. pp 700-701. On As. su* 
2 with or without Pusya-naksatra; GK 186. 

Guydvaptivrata —^begin on Pha. su. 1; for one year; Siva; on 
four days worship of images of Aditya, Agni, Varuna and 
the moon (as forms of Siva) in order, the first two being the 
fierce forms and the last two the mild forms of Siva and 
snana ( bath) on these days with different substances; also 
homa on four days with wheat, sesame, corn and barley; 
to subsist on milk; Vi. Dh. III. 137. 1-13 (quoted by HV II. 
499-500). 

Guruvrata —Begin on a Thursday with Anuradha naksatra; 
worship of golden image of planet Jupiter in a golden vessel; 
seven naktas observed; HV H. 579 (quoting 4| verses 
from Bhav. U.). 

Guhyahidvadasi —on 12th; one should fast on it and worship 
Guhyakas (Yaksas ) with aksatas and ground sesame and 
donate gold to a brahmana; removes all sins; HV I. 1204 
(from Bhav. U.) 

Gurvastamivrata —^Bh. su. 8 with Thursday; worship of golden 
or silver images of Guru (planet Jupiter); HV I. 882-886 
(from Bhav.) 

Grhapancami —on 5th; worship of Brahma and gift of grinding 
stones, mortar, stone, winnowing basket and cooking pot 
( as the 5th home gear) and a jar of water; HV I 574, KR 
98 (provides seven, by adding a culli (oven) and containing 
jar of water.) 

Grhadevi-pujd —^vide NM p. 79 verses 961*-62. Offerings at the 
beginning of the year in one’s own house and not on a tree. 

OcMipacdra —cow is honoured on the tithis called Yugadi and 
Yugantya, Sadasiti-mukha, Uttarayana, DaksinSyana, 
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(first day of) two Visuva days ( of equal day and night), 
all sankrantis, purnima, the 14th, 5th and 9th in every 
month, eclipses of Sun and Moon; KR 433-434, SmK 
275-276. 

Gotriratravrata —(1) Begin on Asv. kr. 13; for three days; 
Govinda deity; in a cowpen or a cottage prepare a xedl on 
which in a mandala the image of Krsna to be placed with 
four queens on right and four on left; homa on 4th day; 
arghya and puja to cows; HV 11. 288-293 ( from Skanda )* 
This conduces to increase of progeny. ( 2 ) begin on Bh. su. 
12orK.su. 13; fast for three days; worship of Laksral, 
Narayana and Kama-dhenu, for sauhhagya and wealth; HV 
n. 293-303, VP (folios 158-160 ); ( 3 ) begin on Bh. ka. 13; 
three days; worship of Kama-dhenu and Laksmi-Narayana: 
HV H. 303-308 (from Bhav. U.), V P (folio 161) 

(?oc?/iIZma—production of - on 9th tithi in Krta-yuga by Janar^ 
dana (Visnu), Durga, Kubera, Varuna and Vanaspati; these 
five to be worshipped with food made from wheat; KB 285 
(from Brah.) and 286 (from Vi. Dh ). 

Ooxxidatriratra or Gospadatriratra —Begin on Bh. ka. 3 or 4 or 
in K.; worship of cows and of Laksml-Narayana for three 
days; vrata to be accepted at sunrise and fast on that day, 
anointing horns and tails of cows with curds and ghee; one 
should eat uncooked food and abstain from oil and salt; 
HV n. 323-326 (from Bhav. U. 19.1-16); Hemadri quotes 
the verse * Mata rudranam ’ (Bg. VIH. 101.15). 

Gopadmmrrata —^Begin on Full Moon of As. or 8th, 11th or 12th 
of As. and carry on for 4 months till that tithi of K. on 
which it was begun in As. It is meant for all but mostly 
for young married women; draw figure of cow’s foot in the 
house or cowpen or in temple of Vispu or Siva or near 
Tulasi plant; 33 figures to be drawn every day; five years; 
Visnu is devata; then udyapana; gift of cow at end; SmK. 
418-424, VR 604-608. 

Oopapuja —Smk 386 

Oopalavavami —on 9th; bath in a river falling into the sea; 
worship of Krsna; HV I. 939-941 (from Gar.), Smk 418.423. 

Oopaspiml'-oxi 8th of K. su.; worship of cows; HA 77 (from 
Kurma). 
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mantras of, in HV I, 593-594,11. 324. 

Gomayadisaptami —on 7th of Cai. su.; tithi: one year; the Sun; 
worship of sun under different names in each month; the 
performer subsists on Gomaya (cow-dung), Yavaka or 
fallen leaves or on milk &o ; KKV 135-136, HV I. 724-25 
(quoting Bhav. Brahmaparva 209. 1-14). 

Goyugmavrata —on Rohini or Mrgasirsa naksatra; a young bull 
and a cow are decorated and donated after worship of Siva 
and Uma; KKV 410, HV H. 694-695 (both quote 4| verses 
from Devipurana). The performer never loses his wife or 
son. 

Goratnavrata' —KKV 410-411, HV II. 694-95 (both quote same 
two verses). HV splits the two verses in two vratas, 
Goyugma and Goratna, but also says that it may be that 
the verse (yo va ratnasamayuktam) is an alternative 
method of Goyugma-vrata. 

Govaisadvadasi —(1) on 12th of K kr.; one year; Hari; different 
names of Hari in each month; performed for securing a son; 
K. kr. 12 is called Govatsa (acc. to VKD); HV 1.1083-1084 
(from Bhav.), VKD 278-279; (2) another variety in HV 
I. 1180-1190 (from Bhav. U.). 

Govardhanapmjd — Vide p. 205 above and Harivaihsa H. 17. 

Govindadvadasi —on 12th of Pha. su.; one year; every month 
on the 12th feed cows and subsist on food mixed with milk, 
curds or ghee in an earthen vessel and avoid ksara and 
lavana; HV I. 1096-97 (from Visnurahasya ): KV 468 (adds 
that there should be Pusya-naksatra on 12th); GK 607 
(from Gar.), VKK 514, TT 117. 

Govindajyrabodha —^on 11th of K. su.; in some the 12th is said 
to be the tithi; HV H. 814-817 for Pauranika mantras and 
* idam Visnur * ( Rg. I. 22.17). 

Govindaiayanatmta —on 11th of As. ka.; image of Visnu placed 
on a bed; some niyamas observed for four months; caturmasya 
vratas begin on this; after this for four months all auspicious 
rites such as upanayana, marriage, Cuda, first entrance 
into a house are stopped. Vide pp. 109-112 above and HV 
n. 801-813. 

Gospadatriratra —^Vide Gupadatriiatra above. 
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Gosthastami —K. ^u. 8; worship of cows, giving grass to them, 
going round them and following them; TT 55 ( quoting a 
verse from Bhima-parakrama ); VKK 478-479, GK 115. 

Gmirigariesacaturthi —on any 4th tithi worship of Gauri and 
Ganesa; secures saubhagya and success. GK 73 
( from Linga). 

Gauricaturthl —on 4th of M. su. Gauri to be worshipped by all, 
specially by women, with kunda flowers; learned brahmanas, 
women and widows to be honoured. HV I. 531 (from Brah.), 
KN 184, VR 175. 

Gaurltapovrata —for women only; on Marg. amavasya; Mahadeva 
to be worshipped at midday in a Siva temple and Parvatl 
also; for 16 years; then udyapana on Marg. purnima; 
Vratarka (folios 344a-346a): also called Mahavrata. 

Gaurl-trtiya-vrata —on 3rd of Cai. su, Bh. su. or M. su.; worship 
of Gauri and Siva; her eight names are Parvati, Lalita, 
Gaxirl, Gayatrl, Sahkarl, Siva, Uma, Satl. SM 36, PC 85; 
observed in Deccan but not in North India. 

Oaurlvivaha —on 3rd, 4th or 5th of Cai; images of Gauri and 
Siva to be made of gold, silver or sapphire for the rich or of 
sandahwood, arka plant or aSoka or madhuka and marriage 
of them to be performed; KR 108-110 (from Devl-purana). 

Gaurwrata —(1) for four months from As., one should not par¬ 
take of milk, curds, ghee and sugarcane juice and should 
donate vessels full of these with the words ‘ May Gauri be 
pleased with me ’; KR 219 ; ( 2 ) Another variety in KR 85 
(from Mat.), KKV 440; ( 3 ) for women alone; on 3rd of 
su. andkr. from Cai.; for one year; different names of 
Gauri (in all 24) on each 3rd; different foods also; HV I. 
450-452; Mat. 101-8, VP ( folios 56b ff.); ( 4 ) for women 
on 3rd; Bhav. I. 21.1 ff: they should give up salt and fast 
on that day; specially holy in Vai., Bh., M.; for life; D. S. 
13; ( 5 ) on 4th of Jyestha; worship of Uma, as she was 
born on that day; PC 91 (from Brah.) 

Grahayaga —^Vide Navagrahayaga in the section on Santi below; 
HVn. 590-592 where it collects together the different conjunc¬ 
tions of planets with reference to tithis and naksatras and 
provides for yagas in honour of the planets and gods, 
whereby at small expense great merit may be collected. 
One example may be given; when the 6th tithi occurs on a 
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Sunday and in conjunction with Pusya naksatra then 
Skandayaga should be performed, which leads to the fulfil¬ 
ment of all desires. About a dozen yagas are mentioned in 
HV. Vide SmK 455-479 for three kinds of Grahayajnas 
that are different from those in HV II. 590-592. 

Ghatasthapanavidhi —-Vide above pp. 183-184 under Durgapuja 
and VR 62-67. 

Ohrtakarribala —on 14th of M. su. fast and on 15th a thick 
blanket-like plaster of ghee on Sivalihga up to the Vedika 
and then gift of fine pairs of dark bulls. Result - the per¬ 
former lives in Sivaloka for numberless years; HV H 
239-240, Vratarka (folio 390b ). It is also a santi, where 
performer is wrapped with cloth and is sprinkled with ghee. 
Vide Atharvana-parisista XXXIII pp. 204-212 and RNP 
pp. 459-464. 

Ghrtabhajana-vrata —On PuU Moon day: Sivalihgapuja; dinner 
to brahmanas with ghee and honey, gift of one prastha ( = i 
of an adhaka) of sesame and two prasthas of husked rice 
HV H. ko-241. 

Ghrtasnapana’^idhi'-on Visuva day, on eclipse or on holy days, 
inPausa; Siva; continuous stream of ghee on Sivalihga 
the whole day and night; jagara with songs and dance; HV 
I 911-12. 

Ghrtaveksariavidhi —^Prakirnaka (miscellaneous ). HV H. 192-93 
(from Gopathabrahmana). It is a ^anti for king’s victory. 
Vide Atharvana-parisista No. VHI. 

Ghotakapancami —On Asv. kr. 5; tithi; it is prescribed for 
kings; it is a Santi for the increase (or good health) of 
horses; GK 50 (from Devipurapa) 

Caksurvrata —Same as Netravrata; 2nd tithi of Cai. su; worship 
of Afevins (divine physicians popularly identified with Sun 
and Moon) for one year or 12 years; performer to subsist on 
that date on curds and ghee; performer has good eyes and 
if performed for 12 years he becomes a king; VL Dh. UL 130. 
1-7 q. by HV I. 392-393. 

Cavidikavrata —on 8th and 9th tithis of both fortnights; tithi; 
one year; worship of Candika; no food to be eaten; KKV 
388, HV II. 510 (from Bhav. U.) 

Cav4ipd4ha—YiiQ under Durgotsava above pp. 171-173 
H. D. 38 
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Caturlhi-vratas—yide KKV 77-87, HV I. 501-536, KN 177-186, 
VKK 30-34, PC 91-95, VE 120-191. Except in GaneSa- 
caturthl, Gaurl 4th, Naga 4th, Kunda 4th and Bahula 4th, 
the tithi mixed with 5th is to be accepted; about 25 vratas 
on caturthl; Yama says if the 4th tithi occurs on Saturday 
with Bharanl-naksatra, bath and gifts yield inexhaustible 
merit (HK 620); Agni 179 mentions a few. Caturthi is of 
three kinds, viz. Siva, Santa and Sukha. Vide Bhav. I. 31- 
l-lO; they are respectively on su. of Bh., M. and 4th with 
a Tuesday; vide HV I. 514, VKK 31. 

Caturdasijagaravaorata —on K, su. 14; tithi; for five or 
twelve years; worship of Siva by bathing lihga with ghee 
and the like from a number of kalasas up to one hundred 
and with other upacaras and jagara; performer enjoys divine 
pleasures and secures moksa; HVII. 149-151 (from Kalika), 

Caturdasivratas —Vide Agni 192, KKV 370-378, HV TI, 27-159, 
KN 278-280, VKK 76-77, PC 231-251. The digests speak 
individually of about thirty CaturdasI vratas. KKV speaks 
of one only viz. Siva-caturdasL 

Caturdasyas^mi—’oa. 14th and 8th of both fortnights; only 
eating by nakta method; for one year; Sivapuja; Lin. 83, 4 
and HV H. 158-159 (from Bhav U. ). 

Caturmurtivratas —^Vi. Dh. HI chap. 137-151 contain fifteen 
of these, some of which are described in HV I. 505 ff. 

Caturyugavrata —On first four days of Cai. and of the following 
months worship of the four yngas, Krta, Treta, Dvapara 
and Tisya ( Kali); one year; subsist on milk alone. HV 
H. 503-504 quoting some verses from Vi. Dh. HL 144.1-7. 

Catus-sama —^vide p. 38 n 88 above. 

Candradariana-nisedha —See under Ganesa-caturthi pp. 147-148 
above. 

Ccmdranakmtra-vrata —on Cai. purnima with Monday; vara- 
vrata; worship of Moon; on 7th day from beginning placing 
a silver image of Moon in vessel of bell metal, homa in 
name of Moon with ghee and sesame with 28 or 108 fuel 
sticks of po/asa; HVIL 557-58 (from Bhav, U.). 

Candrarohirdsayana —Vide Rohini-candra-sayana; HV H 175-179 
( from Pad.). 
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Candravrata —(1) on amavasya; for one year; worship of 
images of Sun and Moon on two lotuses; HV II p. 256 (Vi. 
Dh. III. 191. 1“5); ( 2 ) begin from Marg. purnima; for one 
year; fast on each purnima; worship of Moon: HV 11.236 
(from Vi. Dh. III. 194.1-2 ); ( 3 ) on Purnima; for 15 years; 
naJda-bhojana on that day; gets the reward of 1000 
Asvamedhas and one hundred Eajasuyas; HV H. 244-245 
(from Var ); (4 ) performance of candrayana and the gift 
of golden image of Moon; HV H. 884 (one verse from 
Pad. = Mat. 101. 75 ), KKV 450 (from Mat.). 

Candrasasthl —on 6th of Bh. kr.; same as Kapilasasthi according 
to some; fast on it; NA 50, NS 153. Acc. to AK folio 411a 
it is wrong to identify it with Kapilasasthi. 

Candrargliyadmia —when there is Rohini in conjunction with 
the Moon’s crescent on the 1st tithi specially of K. offering 
of arghya to the Moon yields great reward; GK 602 
(from Agni). 

Campakacaturdasi —14th of su., when the Sun is in the sign 
Vrsabha (Taurus or Bull); worship of Siva; KR 192, quoting 
RM (folio 81a, v. 1393 ABORI. vol, 36 p. 335 ). 

Campakadvddasi —on Jy, su. 12 ; tithi; worship of Qnvinda with 
Campaka flowers; GK 147. 

Campasasthi —6th tithi on Bh. ^lu.; 6th when joined to Vaidhrti-» 
yoga, Tuesday and Visakha-naksatra is called Campa; fast 
on it, Sun deity; HVI. 590-596, NS 209, SmK 221-22, 
VR 233-236 ( provides another date in Marg. ki. 6th with 
Sunday and Vaidhrtiyoga). SmK 430 and AK (folio 425 b) 
give both dates and add that according to Madanaratna it 
occurs on Marg. su. 6, Sunday, when the moon is in 
Satabhisak naksatra. It occurs once in about thirty years 
with Vaidhrti, Tuesday and Visakha and the digests provide 
that one should see Visvesvara on this or at least some 
Sivalipga. NS (p. 209 ) says that Marg. ki. 6th is known as 
Campasasthi in Maharastra. 

Cdndrdyaruivrata —^begin on purnima; for a month; tarpai^p 
Aoma every day; HV H. 787-789 (from Brah.). Vide H. 
of Dh. vol. IV pp. 134-138 for candrayana as prayascitta. 

Citrabhanupadadvayavrata —Ayanavrata from the beginning to 
end of Uttarayana; worship of Sun; Bhav., Brahm£g)arva 
107. 7-25, KKV 431-432. 
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Caturmasya-vrafd —Vide above pp. 122—123 and SM. 150—152; 
various 7 iiyamas (restrictions on conduct and food) are 
undertaken such as giving up the use of oil and pungent 
substances, tarabula, of jaggery &c, giving up flesh, honey 
(or intoxicants). Vide HV II 800-861 (there are some 
vratas here that are not exactly vratas of Caturmasya in the 
popular sense). 

Candravrata —begin on Marg. su. 1 with Mulanaksatra ; nyasa 
of the naksatras on the various limbs of the moon image; 
Anusasana 110. 

Citrabhdnuvrata —on 7th of su.; tithi; worship of Sun with red 
fragrant flowers, with streams of ghee &c.; reward of health: 
HV I. 787 ( Bhav.). 

Pwdamant—Vide p. 249 and note 644 above. 

Caitra —for krtyas in, vide KR 83-144, KT 462-474, NS 81-90; 
special vratas are separately noted. Gaitra su. 1—vide 
pp. 82-84 above for beginning of year, Navaratra beginning 
pp, 154,186 above; worship of Damanaka plant ( HK 617 ); 
ihi: 1 is kalpadi ( SmK 87 ); Jaladdna for four months (KR 
85 ); touching a svapaca ( a candala ) and then bath ( KB3T 
423, S. Pr. folio 50a from Pad.); on su. 2, worship of Uma, 
Siva and Agni; su. 3 is Manvadi-tithi and Matsya-jayantI 
(NS 80-81); su. 4, worship of Ganesa with La(}(}ukas 
( PC 91); su. 5 worship of LaksmI ( KR 127, SmK 92) and 
(SmK 93 ); su. 6, see Skanda-sasthI; su. 7, worship 
of Sun with damanaka ( SmK 94); su. 8 Bhavanl-yatra 
( SmK 94) and bath in Brahmaputra river (KR 126 ); ^u. 9 
Bhadrakall-puja ( KR 127 10 Dharmarajapuja with 

damanaka (Smk lOl); su. 11 Dolotsava of Krsna and worship 
of sages with damanaka (KS 86, SmK 101); women 
worship Rukmini, wife of Krsna, and throw pancagavya in 
all directions in the evening; KR 129 (from Brah.); ^u. 12, 
Damanakotsava (SmK 101-103); su. 13 worship of Love god 
made with Campaka flowers or sandalwood paste (HK 637, 
KV 469 ); su. 14 Nrsiihhadolotsava, worship of Ekavira and 
Bhairava and of Siva with damanaka (SmK 104 ); Purnima- 
Manvadi and Hanumaj-jayanti and Vaisakhasnanarambha 
(SmK 106 ); kr. 13 Varunlyoga (KT 463, NS 89, SmK 107): 
If Cai. kr. 13 falls on Saturday and has Satabhisak naksatra 
it is called Mahavaruni; NS 89, KSS 2-3. 

Caitravali —See p. 282 under Kamamahotsava. 
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Caitri-purnima —vide Cintra prasasti of Sarangadhara (20-1- 
1287, A. D.) in E. I (VoL I. p. 271 at p. 279 ) for provision 
for the pavitra to be made by merchants. 

Chandodevapuja —on the Ekadasi after Pha. Full Moon, i. e. 
Cai. kr. by purnimanta reckoning; women (not men ) were 
to worship the deity called Ghandodeva with flesh of aquatic 
animals, with tasty edibles and fragrant saffron &c.; NM 
p. 55 verses 670-674. 

Janmatithi-krtya —one should worship after bath every year on 
the tithi of birth Guru, gods, Agni, brahmanas, parents and 
Prajapati and the naksatra of birth; he should honour also 
Asvatthaman, Bali, Vyasa, Hanumat, Bibhisana, Krpa, 
Parasurama, Markandeya (all deemed cirajivinah ) and 
pray to Markandeya * M^rakandeya mahabhaga saptakal- 
pantajlvana \ cirajlvl yatha tvam bho bhavisyami tatha 
mune \\ ’; one should eat sweet food, avoid flesh, be celibate 
that day and drink water mixed with sesame. KKN 447, 
SPr. folio 50 b, KR 540^41 (quoting Brah.), VKK 553-564, 
TT 20-26, SM 175. 

Janmastaml —Vide Krspajanmastami pp. 128-143 above. 

Jaya —term applied to Itihasa, Puranas, Mahabharata, Ramayana 
&c. Vide KR 30 ( quoting Bhav.), TT 71, SmK 300. These 
are called Jaya because by following their teachings a man 
rises superior to samsara (jayaty-anena sarhsaram, as TT 
says on p. 71). 

Jayadasaptaml —Jaya or Vijaya is su. 7 on a Sunday; Sun to be 
worshipped with flowers and various fruits; fast, nakta or 
ekabhakta or ayacita that day; HV I. 717-720 (from 
Bhav. U). 

Jayantavidhi —on Uttarayana Sunday; worship of Sun; KKV 
16-17, HV n. 525 (from Bhav. U). Hemadri reads ‘ Jayanta 
uttararkse adityagana’, while KKV reads ‘ Jayantetyuttare 
jheyo ayane gana- 

Jayadvadasl —Pha. su. 12th with Pusya naksatra is so called; 
gifts and tapas on it yield merit crores of times; KKV 349# 
HV L 1146 (from Adityapurana). 

Jayantavrata —worship of Jayanta, son of India, makes one 
happy; HV I, 792 (from Vi. Dh. only a half verse). 

Jayanti —Videp. 132 above and under *Avataras* in this list 
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JayantldvadaH—WhQn on su. 12 there is Eohipi naksatra. 
GK 143. 

Jayantivrata —(1) Vide Krsnajanmastami vrata; (2) on M. 
su. 7 ; one year; Sun; months arranged in four groups, in 
each of which different flowers, unguents, dhupa and 
naivedya are employed. HV I. 664’-667 (from Bhav.), 
KR 505-508. 

Jayantlsaptami —Same as Jayantivrata ( 2). 

Jayanlyastami —on P. 8th with Bharani naksatra; bath, gift, 
japa, homa, tarpana; this yields a crore of times of merit; 
HK 627, PC 138-139. 

Jayapaurnarridsl —on each Pull Moon for a year; worship of the 
Moon drawn along with naksatras; HV II, 160-162 (from 
Bhav. U). 

Jayavidhi^on Daksinayana Sunday; Varavrata; fast, nakta, 
ekabhakta on this day yields merit a hundred times more; 
KKV 16, HV n 525 (from Bhav.). 

Jayavrota —HV H. 155 quotes one verse from Vi. Mi. that 
worship of five gandharvas gives victory. 

Jaydtithi —3rd, 8th and 13th are so called; NA 39 (quoting 
Ratnamala) says undertakings useful in battle and in 
giving strength become successful on these. 

Jayapancaml—'E.Y I 543-546 (from Bhav. U.). Visnu worshipped; 
no details about tithi or month. 

JayapdrvativrcUa —^begin on As. su. 13 and finish on 3rd tithi; 
worship of Uma and Mahesvara; 20 years; no salt to be 
used for first five years; for five years subsist on rice but 
no product of sugarcane juice to be eaten; well-known among 
Gurjaras; Vratarka, folios 251-253. 

Jayavdpti —After Asv. Pull Moon from 1st tithi up to K. PuU 
Moon and particularly the three days ending with K. Pull 
Moon; worship of Visnu; obtains success in legal actions, 
gambling, disputes, love affairs; HV H. 768, VP folio 196, 
both quoting Vi. Dh. HL 213 (1-5 ); Purana reads ‘ dadyad- 
uksapam * for * dadyad-bhaksanam ’ of HV. 

Jaydsaptaml —(1) when on ki. 7 there is a naksatra with five stars 
( i. e. RohinI, Aslesa, Magha and Hasta); worship of Sun; 
for one year; the months being arranged in three groups 
with different flowers, dhupa, naivedya in each group; KKV 
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124-127, HV I. 660-663 (from Bhav,); (2) su. 7 with 
Sunday; fast; Sun; VKK 35. 

Jayaikadast —^Vide VK No. 910 p. 205. 

Jalakrcchra'vrata —on K. kr. 14; a krcchra-vrata; worship of 
Visnu and fast on that day while remaining in water; 
reward is Vispuloka; HV H. 769 (from Visnurahasya ). 

Jalasayanavrata —said to have been performed by Kuppambika, 
wife of a Kakatiya general. Vide No. 50. pp. 140^142 dated 
sake 1198 Magha su. 10 (1276 A. D.) in * Corpus of Inscrip¬ 
tions in the Telingana Districts of Nizam’s dominions *. 
It is probable that this vrata is the same as the Jalakrcchra. 

Jdgrad-Gauripancami —on 5th of Sr. su.; keep awake at night 
for fear of snakes; Gaurl is deity; GK 78. 

Jdtitriratra-vrata —three days from I3th of Jy. ekabhakta on 
12th and fast for three days from I3th; worship of images of 
Brahma, Visnu, Siva and their consorts with flowers, fruits; 
homa of yavas mixed with sesame and rice; Anasuya per¬ 
formed it and so three gods were born as her sons; HV H. 
320-22 (from Bhav. U.); VP folio 99. 

Jamadagnyadvadasi —on 12 of Vai. su.; tithi; worship of golden 
image of Visnu in the form of Jamadagnya (i. e. Para^- 
rama,); the mantra is ‘priyatam madhusudano Jamadagnya- 
rupl’; king Virasena got Nala by this vrata; Var. 44. 1-21 
of which about 17 verses q. by KKV. 325-327 and HV. I. 
1032-34. 

Jitdstaml —^Vide V£ No. 469 p. 111. 

Jlvat-putrikdstami —on 8th of Asv. kr.; worship of Jimutavahana, 
son of king Salivahana, by women for securing sons and 
saubhdgya (blessed wifehood); KSS 19 (from Bhav.). 

Jivantikavrata —on amavasya of K. worship of JivantikadevI 
drawn on a wall with saffron, chiefly by women; AK folio 
1062. 

Jnanavaptivrata —for one month after Cai. purnima; every day 
worship of Nrsiihha and homa with mustard every day and 
dinner consisting of honey, ghee and sugar to brahmanas; 
fast for three days before Vai. purnima and on Pull moon 
gifts of gold; this increases intelligence; HV II. 749-50 
(from Vi. Dh.). 
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Jyestha-hrtya—'^iiQ HV II. 750-51, KR 179-195, VKK 259-283, 
NS 98-101, SmK 117-137, PC 6, GK 23. Jy. su. 1-Karavira- 
pratipad-vrata (see p. 280), beginning of Dasabara-snana (AK 
folio 153 a); su. 3 Rambhavrata (which see); su. 4 worship of 
Uma by women for saubhagya (KKN 389-90, KR 185); su, 
8 worship of ^kladevl (KKN 390, KR 186, KN 198); su. 
9-worship of Uma, fast’that day or nakta, dinner to maiden); 
su. lO-Ganges came down to earth on Tuesday and when 
Sun in Hasta (SmK 119-120); vide Dasahara pp. 90-91 
above; on purnima if on Jyestha-naksatra gift of umbrella 
and sandals to a brahmana (V. Dh. 90.14); for Jy. Purpima- 
vrata see Pad. V. 7. 10-28; called MahajyesthI if there is 
Jyestha-naksatra and also Jupiter and the Sun is in Rohini 
(HK 641, KV 348-49, VKK 78, NS 161); Jy. purnima is 
Manvadi; worship of Vedas on Full Moon as they appeared 
in the world on this day (KKN 390, KR 192); vide 
Vatasavitrlvrata pp. 91"“94 above: Kr, 8 worship of Siva 
(NA 56); kr. 14 worship of Revatl with dark flowers ( KKN 
389, KR 184); on amavasyS some observe Vatasavitri 
(KKS 6) and circumambulate the Vata tree. 

Jyesthavrata —(1) on Bh. §u. 8 if it is in conjunction with 
Jyestha naksatra; naksatravrata; worship of Jyes^ha 
(identified with LaksmI and Uma) for removal of alaksmi 
(poverty or ill-luck); also called Nilajyestha if there is 
Sunday in addition to above; HV II. 630-638, NS 135-136, 
Smk 230-231, PC 132-134, VR 292-296; (2) on the tithi in 
Bh. su. when there is Jyestha naksatra; every year for 
12 years or for life; worship of image of Jyestha-devI and 
jagara; HV II. 638-640 (by a woman whose children are 
dead or who has only one child and by a poor man) from 
Bhav. U. 

Dhundiraja~puja —on M. su. 4; the performer should offer 
naivedya of sesame laddus to Gane^a and should himself eat 
them and homa with sesame and ghee; vide Skanda, 
Kasikhanda 57. 33 for derivation of the word Dhundhii and 
PC 95; vide Tila-caturthl. 

Tapas ^This word is applied to such expiatory rites as Krcchra 
and candrayana and also to restrictive rules of conduct for 
brahma-carins and others. Vide Ap. Dh. S. I. 2.5.1 
(niyamesu tapaS-Sabdah). Manu XI. 233-244, V. Dh. 95., Vi 
Dh. lU. 266 contain long eulogies of tapas, Devala (in KR 16) 
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defines tapas as mortification (lit. heating and burning) 
of the body by vratas, fasts and restrictive rules. The 
Anusasanaparva 103. 3 says that there is no higher tapas 
than fasting. Vide H. of Dh. vol. IV pp. 42-43 for further 
details. 

Tapascaranarrata —begin on 7th of Marg. Kr.; tithi; for a year; 
Sun; HV I. 630-632 (from Bhav. U.) 

Tapovrata —on 7th of M.; tithi; performer to wear only a short 
garment at night and to donate a cow; HV I. 788 (one 
verse from Pad.). 

Taptamudradharana —Making on the body on the llth of As. su. 
or K. su. marks of conch, discus (which are held by Visnu) 
with heated copper or the like by Vaisnavas of Madhva and 
other sects. SM (pp. 86-S7) says the practice is without 
textual authority; but NS 107-108, DS 55 say that one’s 
family custom should be followed. 

Tamhula-saiikrdnti —for women only; for one year; performer 
makes brahmanas eat tambula every day and at end of year 
donates golden lotus and all utensils for tambula to a 
brahmana and his wife and gives a sumptuous dinner; 
secures sai/hhagya and lives happily with husband and sons, 
&c.; HV 11. 740-41 (from Skanda); Vratarka folio 388a 
and b. 

Tarakddvadasi— begin on Marg. su. 12th for a year; the Sun and 
stars; in each month brahmanas to be fed on different kinds 
of foods; arghya to stars; removes all sins; story of a king 
who killed a tapasa by mistaking him for a deer and who 
became in twelve births a different animal; HV 1.1084-1089 
(from Bhav. U.). 

Taidtriratravrata —on 14th of M. kr.; tithi; Hari and stars to be 
worshipped. KE. 496-497 (from Brah.). 

Talanammi— on 9th of Bh. su; worship of Durga; VKK 320. 

Tithiyugalavrata —on the two astamis and two caturdasis of a 
month, on amavasya and paurnamasi, the two saptamis and 
two dvadasis of each month one should not eat at all; for 
one year; HV II. 397 ( from Yamasmrti); KKV 387 ( from 
Atri) is slightly different. 

Tindukastami—^ih. kr. from Jy.; one year; worship of Hari with 
lotuses for 4 months from Jy., with dhatura flowers from 

H. D. 39 
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Asv. to P.; with satapatras ( day lotuses ) from M. to Vai,; 
HV I. 840-41 (from Bhav.). 

Tilakavrata —on 1st of Cai. su.; tithi; one year; worship of 
Samvatsara drawn with perfumed powder; the performer 
has to apply on his forehead a tilaJca with white sandalwood 
paste; HV I. 348-350 (from Bhav. U. 8. 1-35 ), SP 11, VR 
54-56, PC 9. 

Tilacaturthl —on M. su. 4; this is same as Kundacaturthi; NS 
319, DS 124, VKD 110-111 and 387 (it is the same as 
Dhundirajacaturthi); nakta vrata, worship of Dhundiraja 
with naivedya of sesame laddiis. 

Tiladahivrata-'onV. kr. 11th; tithi; Visnu deity; fasten that 
day and homa to be performed with dried cowdung mixed 
with sesame collected on Pusya-naksatra; gives beauty, 
fulfils all objects; HV 1.1131-35 (from Skanda). 

Tiladvadasl —(1) on 13th tithi of kr, after Pull Moon of M. when 
joined with Sravana-naksatra; bath with sesame, homa with 
sesame, naivedya of sesame with sweets, lamps fed with 
sesame oil, giving water mixed with sesame and gifts of 
sesame to brahmanas; Vasudeva worshipped with Rg. I. 33. 
20 and Purusasukta ( Rg. X. 90 ) or with two mantras of 12 
syllables; HV 1.1149-50 (quoting Vi. Dh. I. 163.1-13 ), KV 
466-7 (quotes the verse ‘ tilodvarti... sattili papanasani); 
(3) on M, kr. 12 when joined to As, or Mulanaksatra; tithi; 
Krsna: KKN 436, HK 635-36; HVl. 1108-10 (from Vi. Dh.), 
KR 496. 

Tisyavrata—hQgin on Tisya ( Pusya) naksatra in bright half 
and Udagayana; for one year every month on each Tisya; 
fast on the first Tisya only; Vaisravana (Kubera) to be 
worshipped; for pusti (prosperity ); Ap. Dh. S. II. 8. 30. 3-9. 

Tivravrata—io stay in KasI after shattering one’s feet, so that 
one cannot go elsewhere. HV II. 917. 

TuraQOsaptami—ouGdkl su. 7; tithi; fast and worship of the 
Sun, Amp a, Nikumbha, Yama, Yamuna, Saturn, and Sun’s 
queen Chaya, seven metres, Dhata, Aryama and other deities; 
gift of horse at end of vrata; HV I. 777-778 (from Vi. Dh.) 

Turayana—Fmm Anusasana 103. 34 it appears that Bhagiratha 
performed it for 30 years. Papini V. I. 72 has ‘ Parayapa- 
turayapa - candrayaparh vartayati *; SK. explains Tura- 
yapa as some Yajna. Ap. Sr. S, II. 14 dilates on Turaya- 
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nesti and Manu VI. 10 refers to it as a vedic isti along with 
Caturmasya and Agrayana. 

Tulasitriratra—h^gin on K. su. 9; vrata for three days, thereafter 
worship of Visnu and Laksmi in a garden of TulasI plants; 
Pad. VI. 26. Tulasimahatmya - vide Pad., Patalakhanda, 
94. 4-11. 

Tulasi-laksa-puja —offering in worship one hundred thousand 
tulasi leaves; in K. or M. every day one thousand Tulasi 
leaves to be offered; Udyapana in Vai., M. or K.; SmK 408, 
VKD 404-408; even bilva leaves, durva grass, campaka 
flowers are so offered. 

Tiilast-riraJia —on K. su. 12; on 9th performer prepares golden 
image of Hari and Tulasi and worships for three days and 
then marries them; he secures the puny a of kanyadana; 
NS 204, VR 347-352, SmK 366. In the courtyard of every 
Hindu house, there is a vrndarana (a raised structure of 
bricks or stone on which Tulasi plant grows and women 
worship tulasi every evening with water, lamp, &c. Vrnda, 
wife of Jalandhara, became Tulasi. Padma VI. ( chap. 3-19 ) 
contains a lengthy story (of about 1050 verses) about 
Jalandhara and Vrnda. 

TusUpraptivrata —on 3rd tithi of Sr. Kr. (by purnimanta reckon¬ 
ing) with Sravana naksatra; worship of Govinda with 
mantras beginning with om and ending with namah ; highest 
satisfaction is reward; HV I. 499 (from Vi. Dh.) 

Trtiya-vratas —Agni 178, HV I. 394-500 ( about 30 are named), 
KKV 48-77 (only 8), KK 172-176, KR 153-157, VKK 
29-30, TT 30-31, VR 82-120, PC 85; if the 3rd is mixed 
with 2nd and 4th tithi the rule is that in the case of all 
vratas except Rambhavrata 3rd mixed with 4th is to be 
accepted ( KN 174, TT 30-31, PC 84-85.) 

!r€?iaj;isartA:mrt; 2 :-n*a/a'-on each Sahkranti day; for a year; Sun 
worshipped; HV H, 734-35. 

Trayodasapadarthavarjana-saptainl —begin vrata after the end 
of Uttarayana on a Sunday in the bright half of a month 
with 7th and a naksatra with masculine name (viz. Hasta, 
Pusya, Mrgasirsa, Punarvasa, Mula, Sravana (but vide H. 
of Dh. vol. n. p. 219 n. 512 for different views); one year; 
worship of Sun; omitting thirteen things such asrrlhi, 
yava, wheat, sesame, masa, mudga &c. and subsisting on 
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mere grain and the like (except the 13); HV I. 756 (from 
Bhav. U. 45. 1-5). 


Trayodasi-vratas—kg-ni 191, HV 11. 1-35 (about 14), KKV 369 
(only one), KN 377, KV 469, VKK 70, SM 95-96, PC 223-31. 


Trayodail-vrafa—-on 13th of any month; performer to place a 
lump of cow’s butter as big as a kapittha fruit in a vessel of 
gold, silver, copper or clay and make with flowers or aksatas 
and prepare a lotus thereon with heaps of flowers and invoke 
Visnu and LaksmI thereon and divide the lump of butter in 
two parts and pronounce separate mantras ov-er the two 
parts and give the parts to wife, first the portion over which 
Visnu was invoked and then the other; result birth of many 
son3;HVn. 19-21 (from Var.); on Cai. su. 13 worship of 
image of Hamadeva with Pati drawn on a jar, or white 
cloth and decked with Asoka flowers and worship with 
damanaka; KV 469 (quoting Devipurana). 


Trtffafjsapfamt—begin on Pha. su. 7; one year; worship of the 
Sun under the name Heli (Greek ‘ Helios ’ the Sun); in Pha. 
to Jy. Sun to be worshipped as Hamsa, in As. to Asv. as 
Martanda, and in K. to M. as Bhaskara; secures lordship of 
the earth and enjoys overlordship over earth, the pleasures 
of Indraloka and residence in Suryaloka (these are three 
gatis)', Bhav., Brahmaparva 104. 3-24 q. by KKV 141-145, 
HVL 736-38, KR 534-526); the 2nd verse is ‘japan heliti 
devasya nama bhaktya punah punah.’ 


Tntayapradana-saptami—on 7th of M. su, with Hasta naksatra; 
tithi vrata acc. to KKV and masavrata acc. to HV; one 
year; Sun; performer to make gifts each month of ghee, 
paddy, yava, gold and eight other things respectively and 
subsist on corn (of different kinds) and partake respectively 
every month of cow’s urine, water and ten other things; he 
^rares three, viz. birth in a good family, health and wealth; 

(both quoting Bhav. Brahma 
113. 10-16), KR 458-460. HV calls it Nayanapradasaptaml. 

Tridinasprk-whem one tithi touches three week days, it is 
so called. HK 677, NS 154. 


Tnpurc^udana-vrata-on Sunday withUttara naksatra: worship 
of Sun image to be bathed with ghee, milk, sugarcane juice 
and application of saffron as unguent; HV H. 525 (from 
Bhav. U.}. ' 
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Tripurotsava —on the evening of Full Moon of K.; lamps should 
be lighted in temple of Siva; NS 207, SmK 427. 

Triinadlmra —Honey, ghee and sugar are so called. Vi, Dh. III. 
127. 10 and III. 136. 2-3, HV J. 43 and H. 750. 

TriniUrHvrafa —on Jy. su. 3; tithi; three years; worship of 
Visnu as Vayu, Moon, Sun; Vi. Dh. III. 136. 

Triratravrata —performed by Savitri. Vide Vanaparva 296. 3 ff. 
Vide pp. 92-94 above. 

Trilocana-yalra —(1) on 3rd of Vai. su.; worship of Sivalihga; 
SM. 36 ( quoting Kasikhanda ); ( 2 ) visiting on 13th at 
pradosa Kamesa in Kasi, particularly on Saturday, bath in~ 
Kamakunda; PC 230. 

Trisuqandha —is formed by tvak ( cinnamon ), cardamom and 
patraka in equal quantities; HV I. 44. 

Trisprsa —one of the 8 kinds of Dvadasis when Ekadasi exists 
for a short time at aranodaya, then follows dvadasi and 
towards the end of that day before the next morning there 
is trayodasi, that is trisprsa (HK 261). Vide Pad. VI. 35. 

Trh'ikrama-trirdtravrata —begin on 9th of Marg. ki.; every 
month two triratravratas; in four years and two intercalary 
months i. e. in all 50 months one hundred triratras would be 
finished; Vasudeva to be worshipped; ekabhakta on 8th and 
thereafter fast for three days and nights; end of vrata in K.; 
HV n. 318-320. 

Trivikramatrtiya —(1) begin on 3rd of su. of any month; three 
years or 12 years; worship of Trivikrama and Laksmi; 
homa with mantra Pg. I. 22. 20, or ‘ Trivikramaya namah * 
for women and sudras; HV I. 453-54 (from Vi. Dh. HI. 133. 
1-13); (2) begin on 3rd of Jy. su; fast on 2nd and on 
morning of 3rd worship of Agni and of Sun in evening and 
then nakta on that day and of Visnu’s three steps; for one 
year; HV I 455-456 (from Vi. Dh. IH. 134. 1-12); (3) 
begin on Jy. su. 3; one year; worship of the earth, mid 
regions and heaven in each period of three months; Vi. Dh. 

m. 135. 

Trivikramaurata —from K. for three months or for three years: 
worship of Vasudeva; performer becomes free from sins; HV 

n. 854-855 (from Vi. Dh.) = KKV 429*-430. 

Trivrt —^milk, curds and ghee in equal parts are so called (vaikhS- 
nasa-smarta-sutra 111. 10). 
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Trisama —cloves and cinnamon bark and patraka are so called 
HV I. 43. 

Trijahah-sprJ<r-Yi.Dh.L 60.14; when three tithis are touched 
in one day and night that day is so called and is very sacred. 
Vide p. 68 above and note 172. 

Traiyambaka or Tryambaka-vrata —on 14th of each month taking 
food in nakta way and at end of year donating a cow, one 
reaches Siva-pada; HV II 147 ( one verse from Pad. )=KKV 
449. The verse is Mat. 101. 67. 

Dattatraya-janma —on Marg. paurnamasl; Atri’s wife Anasuya 
called him Datta (because god gave himself up to 
him as son) and as he was Atri’s son he is called Dattatreya; 
NS 210, SmK 430, VKD 107-108; Dattabhakti is prevalent 
mostly in Maharastra and places associated with Datta viz. 
Audumbara, Ganagapura, Narsoba-wadi are in Maharastra; 
Dattatreya conferred boons on Kartavirya (Vanaparva 115j 
12, Brah. 13. 160-185, Mat. 43. 15-16 ), was an avatara of 
Visnu and propounded Yoga to Alarka ( Brah. 213.106-112, 
Markandeya 16. 14 ff, Br. HI. 8. 84 ); he resided in valleys 
of Sahya, was called Avadhuta, was given to wine and 
liked female company; Pad. 11.103. 110-112 and Markan¬ 
deya 16. 132-34. From Tamil calendars it appears that 
Dattatreya-jayanti is celebrated in Tamil land also. 

Ladhivrata-^on l%i}i oi St. su. ; NS 111; one has to give up 
curds on this day. 

Dadhisankrantivrata —’begin on Ufctarayana-sahkranti and carry 
on at each Sahkranti for one year; worship of image of 
Narayana with LaksmI by bathing it with curds, the mantra 
being either Bg. I, 22. 20 or ‘ om namo Narayanaya VKK 
218-222. 

Damanakapujd —on 13th of Cai. su. worship of Kama, as dama* 
naka plant is Madana himself; TT 120-121; VKK 529-531* 

Damanahhafiji —14th of Cai. su. is so-called; puja of Kama with 
all parts (roots, trunk and foliage) of damanaka plant 
( Artimisia Indika); KV 469, VKK 531. Vide E. I voL 23 
p. 186 for the erection of a shrine to Vindhyesvara Siva on 
Damanakacaturdasi in sarhvat 1294 ( Thursdav, 12th March 
1237 ). 

Damanakamahotsava^QTi lith, of tithi; puja of Visnu 

with Damanaka; SmK 101-103; Pad. VI. 86.14; ‘tatpuru- 
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say a vidmahe Kamadevaya dhlraahi l tannosnaigalL praco- 
dayat il’ is Kamagayatri). 

DanianaJwtsava —on 14th of Cai. su. worship of damanaka plant 
in a garden; invocation of Siva ( who is Time himself ) at 
the root of Asoka tree; see Isanagurudevapaddhati, 22nd 
patala (T. S. S.) which gives a long story how the fire from 
Siva s 3rd eye appeared as Bhairava, how Siva called him 
Damanaka, but Parvati cursed him to be a plant on the 
earth and Siva gave him a boon that if people offered 
worship to him alone with Vasanta and Madana they would 
secure all their objects. The Ananga-gayatri to be recited 
in this is ‘ om dim Manmathaya vidmahe Kamadevaya 
dhimahi \ tan-no gandharvah pracodayat I) *; HV II. 453-55, 
VP (folio 72b), Skanda I. 2.’ 9. 23, PC 237. 

Damanakaropava —From 1st tithi to 15th of Cai.; worship of 
different deities with the damanaka plant in order from 1st 
to 15th viz. Uma, Siva and Agni on 1st, on 2nd Brahma, on 
3rd Devi and Sankara, from 4th to 15th respectively Ganesa, 
Nagas, Skanda, Bhaskara, Matrs, Mahisamardini, Dharma, 
Bsis, Visnu, Kama, Siva, Indra with Saci; HV 11. 453-55, 
KR 31-95, SM 84-86, 

I)asamivratas--YidQ HV I. 963-983, KN 230-233, PC 142-148, 
VR 352-361. Hemadri describes eleven, while KKV 309 
only one viz. Sarvabhaumavrata. 

Dasarathacaturthi —on 4th of K. kr.; image of king Dasaratha 
placed in an earthen vessel and Durga to be worshipped; 
PC 94-95 (says it is also called Karaka-caturthi), NS 196. 

Dasarathalalita-vrata —on 10th of Asv. su.; tithi; ten days; puja 
of golden image of Lalita-devi with silver images of Moon 
and Rohini in front of Devi and image of Siva to the right 
and of Ganesa to the left; Dasaratha and Kausalya performed 
it; different flowers on each of ten days; HV IL 570-574 
(from Skanda). 

Dasaharu —see pp. 90-91 above. 

Dasadityavrata —on 10th of su. with Sunday; puja of Bhaskara 
(Sun) in the form of a doraka with ten knots; removes 
durdasa (distress, ill-luck) caused by ten acts; worship of 
image of Durdasa in ten forms and of Laksmi in ten forms; 
HV II. 549-552 (from Br.) 
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Dasaphalavrata —on 8th of Sr. kr. (amanta reckoning); for ten 
years; Gopalakrsna is devata; thread with 10 strands to be 
placed before Krsna image, which thread was to be tied on 
one’s hand; worship with ten Tulasi leaves the names of 
Hari; 10/iwrfs to each of 10 brahmanas; Vratarka (folios 
129a'-132a from Bhavisyottara), VK 265-'269. 

Dasavataradina —Vide under ‘ Avatara-dina ’ above pp. 262-63» 

Dasdva^araKrata —(1) begin on 12th of Marg. Su; Visnu 
appeared as Matsya that day ; on every su. 12th up to Bh. 
worship of Visnu in the ten avataras in each month in order; 
HV 1.1158-1161 (from Visnupurana); (2) begin on Bh. 
su. 10; on same tithi and month for every year for ten 
years; each year different food to be offered ( e. g. apupa in 
first year, ghrtapuraka in 2nd and so on); ten parts of food 
piepared for god, ten to brahmana and ten for himself; ten 
costly images of avataras including Bhargava, Rama, Krsna, 
Bauddha and Kalkin; VR 358-359 (from Bhav.), SmK 239. 

Dastoddliaranci-paficami or nagadasto —on 5th of Bh. su.; for 
relative ( such as son, brother, daughter ) of one dying from 
snake bite was to be performed; worship of golden, silver, 
wooden or clay image of snake having five hoods with 
fragrant flowers, incense &:c.; in each month different Naga 
out of twelve to be named; reward that man dying from snake¬ 
bite was freed from lower regions where he was supposed to 
go and to have become a non-poisonous snake, and went to 
heaven; KKV 90-93, HV 1.560-562 (from Bhav. 1.32. 41-58), 
KR 273-275. For the names of twelve nagas, vide p. 124 
note 321 above. Garuda 1.129 describes this. 

Dana —gifts. Vide H. of Dh. vol. 11. pp. 837-888 for detailed 
treatment. After that volume was published two more 
extensive digests on dana have been published viz. the 
Krtyakalpataru ( dana-kanda in 1941) and the Danasagara 
of Ballalasena composed in sake 1019 (1169 A. D.) in the 
B. I. series ( ed. by Mr. Bhabatosh Bhattacharya) in three 
parts). What danas are to be made on the several naksatras 
from Krttika to Bharani are described in Anu^sana 64 
which the Danasagara pp. 628-638 and KR (549-555) quote. 
KR 95-102 sets out the rewards of danas on the several 
tithis. The Vi. DL III. 317 also speaks of the results of 
danas on seasons, months, week-days and naksatras. 
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Danaphalavrata —from the last day of Asv. su. up to 7tli of M. 
su.; worship of Narayapa; for five years; in each year gift 
of rice, wheat, salt, sesame, masas measuring five prasthas 
in the order specified; Vratarka (folios 362b-365a, from 
Skanda). 

Dampatyastami —on 8th of K kr.; tithi; for one year divided 
into four periods; worship of Uma and Mahesvara images 
made with darbhas; the flowers, naivedya, dhupa and the 
names of the deities differ in each month; at end of the year 
a brahmana and his wife to be treated to a dinner, 
garments dyed red, two golden cows as daksina to be donated; 
gets son, learning, goes to Sivaloka and even moksa if 
desired. KKV 254-258, HV I. 841-844 (from Bhav.). 

DaridryaJiarasaspil —on 6th of all months for a year; worship of 
Guha ( Skanda ); AK (folio 429-430 ) from Skanda-purana. 

Dinaksaya —where on one and the same week-day two tithis end 
there is dinaksaya; HK p, 676 ( quoting Pad.), while KN 
260 ( quoting Vasistha) remarks where on one and the same 
civil day three tithis are touched there is dinaksaya, on 
which a fast is forbidden, though it is said that gifts and the 
like made thereon yield a thousand-fold reward 

Divakaravrata —^begin on a Sunday with Hasta naksatra; this 
to be on seven Sundays; varavrata; Sun to be worshipped 
in a lotus with twelve petals drawn on the ground and 
twelve Adityas are to be assigned separately to each of 12 
petals in order viz. Surya, Divakara, Vivasvat, Bhaga, 
Vanina, Indra, Aditya, Savitr, Arka, Martanda, Eavi, 
Bhaskara, and Vedic and other mantras to be repeated; KKV 
23-25, HV II. 523-533 (from Bhav.) 

JDipadanairata —To light lamps fed with ghee or sesame oil at 
every punyakala ( such as ) Sahkranti, eclipse, ekadasi and 
particularly for one month from Asvina paurnamasi to K. 
paurnamasi with Vedic mantras (like Eg. Vin. 11. 7, Vaj. 
S. 26. 6 and 33. 92 ) in temples, rivers, wells, trees, cowpens, 
roads, where four roads meet, in houses; yields great merit* 
Vide Anusasana 98. 45-54, Agni 200, Apararka pp. 370-372, 
HVIL 476-482 (from Bhav. U), KR 403-405 and Dana- 
sagara pp. 458-462. 

Dipalakma—Bh S. ( 83.1-2 ) deals with the prognostications 
from the flames of lampa 


H. D. 40 
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DipavrcUa—Begin on EkadasI of Marg. su.; worship of LaksmI 
and Narayana with bath of Pancamrta and Vedic mantras 
and salutations; lamp to be lighted before images of the two; 
Pad. VI. 31.1-122. 

Dipaprafisthavrata—M, in Br. III. 47-61 as declared by Visnu 
and performed by the earth. 

Bipanvitamacasya—KT 451; same as the amavasya in Dipavali. 

Diptivrala —Every evening for a year; performer avoids use of 
oil and donates at end of year lamps, golden disc and trident 
and a pair of garments; becomes brilliant here and goes to 
Rudraloka; it is a saihvatsaravrata; KKV 445 = HVII. 
866 (from Pad.). 

Dugdhaiyrata—onl%\h tithi of Bh. omitting milk altogether; 
NS 141 discusses several views whether payasa or curds 
should be taken though milk was to be avoided; vide VXD 
77, SmK 254. 

Dui^gandha-durbhdgyanasanorirayodasi —on Jy. 6u. 13; worship 
of three trees, viz. white mandara or arka plant, red karavlra 
and nimba, that are favourites of the Sun; every year; 
removes bad odours of the body and ill-luck; HV11.14-16, 

Burgdnavami —begin on 9th of Asv.; for a year; the flowers, the 
incense, naivedya and the name of the goddess are different 
in each group of four months from Asv.; Durga ( also called 
Mahgalya and Candika); HV I. 937-939 (from Bhav.); (2) 
another variety on any 9th; HV I. 956-957, from ( Bhav.), 
VKK 41; ( 3 ) on all 9th tithis, as on that day Bhadrakali 
was made mistress over all Yoginis; PC 140. 

Burgapujd —^Vide pp. 154-187 above. 

Durgavrata —begin on 8th of Sr. su.; one year; different names 
of Devi employed in the twelve months; performer covers 
himself with mud from different places in 12 months; the 
naivedya is different (including flesh of deer and goat on 
Asv. 8); HVI. 856-862; KR 238-244 (both quote Devi- 
purana); same in KKV 225-233 ( but called Durgastami). 

Lurgdstami —Vide the preceding entry. 

Durgotsava—YiiQ above pp. 154-187 and TT 64-103. 

Durva —8th of Bh. su. is so called; NA 61, SM 56-57. 

l)urvaganapativrata—{ 1) on 4th of Sr. or K. su. for two years or 
three; worship of Ganesa image with red flowers and with 



lAst of vratas 


315 


leaves of bilva, apamarga, sami, durva and tulasi and 
other upacaras; mantra containing ten names of Ganapati; 
HVI 520-523, VR 127-129 (from Saurapurana, where Siva 
tells Skanda that Parvati performed it! 1); ( 2 ) begin on 
any 4th sn. falling on Sunday; for six months; sistas 
practise it from Sr. su. 4 to M. su. 4; worship of Ganapati; 
VR 141-143 ( from Skanda ), Vratarka (folios 66-67 ); ( 3 ) 
worship of Ganapati for 21 days from Sr. su. 5 to Sr. kr. 10 
with 16 upacaras and 21 kinds of leaves such as durva* 
bilva, apamarga &c.; VR 129-141. 

Durvatriratravrata —^for women; begin on Bh. ^u. 13; three days 
up to Pull Moon; fast on all three days; worship of image 
of Uma and Mahesvara, Dharma, Savitri placed among 
durvas; jagara with dance and music; recital of Savitrl’s 
story;homa on 1st with sesame, ghee, and fuel sticks; 
confers happiness, wealth and sons; HV H. 315-318 (from 
Pad.); durva is said to have sprung from Visnu’s hair and 
some drops of amrta fell on it. 

Durvastaml —(1) fast on 7th of Bh. su; worship of Sankara on 
8th with gandha^ puspa, dhupa &c. and specially with durva 
and ^ami; HV I. 873-875, KKV 239-241 (both from Bhav.), 
HK 107 ( not to be performed after Agastya becomes visible 
or when Sun is in Kanya-rasi; VKV 15, PC 120; (2) In 
this variety, Durva alone is worshipped as if it were a deity 
with flowers, fruits, &c. and two mantras one of which is 
‘ O Durva 1 you are immortal, honoured by gods and amras^ 
give me saubhagya, progeny and all happiness ’; dinner to 
brahmanas, relatives and friends of ground sesame and 
preparations of wheat flour; this is specially obligatory on 
women and one should not perform it, if Jyestha or Mula 
naksatra occurs on 8th of Bh. su. nor when the Sun is in the 
sign of Virgo { Kanya) nor when Agastya has risen; Bhav. 

U. 56, PC 127-129, SmK 228-230. 

Dr^havrata —giving up application of sandalwood paste in Cai; 
gift of a conch shell full of unguents and two garments; 
Mat. 101. 44 q. by KKV 445, KR 183; same verses in Pad. 

V. 20. 91-92. 

Devamurtivrata —From 1st of Cai. su.; worship of four images, 
viz. of Siva, Agni, Virupaksa and Vayu, on four days in 
order in every month for a year and homa with curds, 
sesame, yavas and ghee; this is a Caturmurtivrata; HV H. 
504-505 (from Vi. Dh.). 
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Devayatrotsava —^Vide NM pp. 83-84 verses 1013-1017. In the 
temples of gods the Yatrotsava should be performed on 
certain tithis viz. on 4th in Vinayaka temple, on 6th in 
Skanda’s, on 7th in Sun’s, oa 9th in Durga s, on 5th in 
Laksmi’s, on 8th or 14th in Siva’s, on 5th, 12th or Full moon 
in temples of all Nagas, and on sukla 15th in temples of all 
gods; the RNP pp. 416-419 (quoting Brah.) provides for 
this for six months every year from Vaisakha in the temples 
of gods, viz* on 1st for Brahma, on 2nd for gods, on 3rd for 
Ganges and so on. 

Devavr<Ua —(1) When on 14th tithi there is conjunction of Magha- 
naksatra and Jupiter one should fast on it and worship 
Mahesvara; increases life, wealth and fame; HV II. 64 (from 
Kalottara); (2) Nakta for eight days, gift of a cow, golden 
discus and trident and two garments with the words * May 
Siva and Kesavabe pleased*; Saihvatsara vrata; removes 
even grave sins; HV IL 862 (from Pad.); (3) worship of 
Bgveda (gotra Atreya and presiding deity Moon), of Yajur- 
veda (gotra Kasyapa and deity Rudra who is terrific), of 
Samaveda (gotra Bharadvaja, deity Indra); then their 
physiognomy is described and also of Atharvaveda; HV H. 
915-16 (from Devipurana). Is it Vedavrata? 

Demiayanotthana^mahotsava or vidhi —HV H. 800-817; vide 
above pp. 109-110 for the days on which Visnu is supposed 
to sleep and to rise. 

Devtpujd —on Asv. su. 9; every year; RNP 439-44 (from Devi¬ 
purana). Vide pp. 160 above. 

Devivrata-iD in K; performer to subsist on milk and take 
vegetables alone at night; worship of Devi ( Durga); homa 
with sesame; japa of the mantra 'JayantI Mangala Kali 
Bhadrakali Kapalini \ Durga Ksama Siva Dhatri Sva dhS 
Svaha namostu te u*; reward freedom from all sins, diseases 
and fears;HVn 775-776 (from Devipurana ); (2) Miscell¬ 
aneous vrata (prakirnaka); worship of images of Gaurl and 
Sambhu, Janardana and Laksmi, the Sun with his queen; 
gifts of dhupa, bell and lamp after honouring with white 
flowers; gives a divine body; HVH 884 (from Bhav. Uj; 
(3 ) on 15th (i. e. purnima) of any month; person su bsisting 
on milk alone and then donating a cow go es to the world of 
Laksmi; HV H 239 (from Pad.), KKV 447- 448 (quoting 
what is Mat. 101. 59). 
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Dei/yandolana —on Cai. su. 3; worship of image of Uma and 
Sankara with saffron and the like and specially with 
damana plant; swinging the images in a swing and jagara; 
PC 85. 

Devyah-rathayatrd —on 5th, 7th, 9th, 11th or 3rd tithis or on 
days of Siva and Ganesa, king to prepare a structure of 
bricks or stones and establish Devi image there; he should 
prepare a chariot decorated with golden threads and ivory 
staves, bells &c. and place the Devi therein and then take 
the image back to his residence in a procession of men and 
women; the city, streets, houses and gates should be deco¬ 
rated and illuminated; reward happiness, glory, prosperity 
and sons; HV IL 420-424 (from Devipurana). 

Dolayatra —Vide p. 240 above under Holika; TT 140, PC 308, 
GK 179. 

Dolayatra —same as above; GK 189-190. 

Dolotsava —This was celebrated on different dates for different 
deities. Vide Pad. {IV. 80. 45-50) which says that in 
Kaliyuga Dolotsava on Pha. 14th at the 8th prahara or at 
the conjunction of purnima and 1st is prescribed for three 
or five days and on seeing once Krsna facing the south in a 
swing people become free from the load of sins; Pad. VI. 85 
contains eulogy and procedure of the Dolotsava of Visnu. 
On Cai. su. 3 was Dolotsava of Gauri (PC 85, VR 84 ) and 
of Rtoia (SM 35 ); Dolotsava of Krsna on Cai. su. 11 {Pad. 
VI. 85 ) and the mantra repeated as Gayatri was * Qm 
dolarudhaya vidmahe Madhavaya ca dhimahi \ tan-no 
devah pracodayat (I ibid, verse 5 ). At Mathura-Vrndavana, 
Ayodhya, Dvaraka, Dakor and a few other places the 
Dolotsava of Krsna is still celebrated. 

Dauhitrapratipad —^Asv. su. 1; VB 61. This is a sraddha. Vide 
H. of Dh., voL IV p. 533. 

Dyutapratipad —on K. su. 1; vide above ‘ Balipratipad ’ under 
‘Divali’. 

Drdksabhakmna —(partaking of first grapes ). In Asv.; KR 
(p. 303—304) quotes Brah. that when the ocean was 
churned by gods a beautiful woman rose up from the milky 
ocean and she became transformed into a charming creeper 
and the gods said * who is this ? we shall gladly see her ’ 
(hanta draksyamahe vayam) and gave the creeper the name 
* draksa ’ (popular etymolc^ ); worship of the plant when 
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grapes are ripe with flowers, incense, food &c. and then two 
boys and two old men to be honoured and then singing and 
dancing. 

Dvadasamasarksavrata —^begin vrata on the Full Moon of K, 
when it falls on krttika; worship of Narasimha, gift of 
sandalwood and tagara flowers to a brahmana; on Marg. 
Full Moon with Mrgasiras-naksatra worship of Rama; on 
P. Full Moon with Pusya worship of Balarama; on MaghI 
and Magha Varaha to be worshipped. On PhalgunI and 
Phalgunis ( naksatras) Nara and Narayana and so on up to 
Sravapa Full Moon; Vi. Dh. ITT. 214.1-26. 

Dvddasa^saptaviwratas —begin on Cai. su. 7; for twelve months 
on each 7th tithi of su, worship of the Sun under a different 
name; with the six letter mantra * om namah suryaya ’; 
freedom from various diseases (like leprosy, dropsy, 
dysentery) and secures health; HV I. 792-804 (from 
^ Aditya-purana). 

Dvadaiaditya-vrata —begin on 12th of Marg. Su.; worship of 12 
Adityas (Dhata, Mitra, Aryaman, Pusan, Sakra, Varuna, 
Bhaga, Tvastr, Viyasvat, Savitr and Visnu); at end gift of 
gold; reaches world of Savitr; HV 1.1173, AK ( folio 851 ), 
both quoting Vi. Dh. HI. 182. 1-3, which call it Kama- 
devavrata. 

DvMasak(iyajna-phaldvaptiHTtiya--o-n each 3rd tithi (of su. ?) 
for one year; worship of the 12 semi-divine beings called 
Sudhyas ( names mentioned); HV I. 498 (from Vi. Dh. IH. 
181); (2) Anusasana 109 provides for fast beginning from 
12th of Marg. ( ^. ?), worship of Visnu under different 
names, viz. Kesava, Narayana, Madhava &c.; the per¬ 
former secures the same reward as an Asvamedha, Vajapeya 
and other solemn vedic sacrifices confer. 

Dvadaiahasaptami —^begin on 7th of M. su.; for one year; fast 
on 7th and Sun to be worshipped under different names on 
each 7th, Varuna in M., Tapana in Pha., Vedaih^u in 
Cai., in Vai. Dhatr and so on; brahmanas to be fed on 
following 8th; on 7th of dark half also fast &c.; HVI. 
720-724 (from Bhav.). 

Dvadaslvratas —For reward of fast on Dvadasis of su. pak^ 
from Marg, vide Vi. Dh. I. 159. 1-21 and on kr. Dvadasi 
vide Vi. Dh. I. 160. There are about 50 Dvadasi vratas. Vide 
KKV 310-369 (describes 26 dvadaslvratas), HV L 1162- 
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1222; HK 289-398, KN 275-277, TT 114-117, SM 92-95, 
pc 313-222, VR 475*’495. The Var., chapters 39-49 deal 
with ten dvadasis named after ten avataras from Matsya to 
Kalkin and also Padmanabha-dvadasL Most of these 
would be dealt with under their proper names. Agni 188 
mentions many Dvadasivratas. Eight kinds of Dvadasis 
from Brahmavaivarta have been mentioned by HK 260-263; 
vide p. 119 above. The rewards of making gifts on dvadasis 
of the twelve months in conjunction with certain naksatras 
are treated in HK 634-637, KR 129-131. DvadasI mixed 
with ekadasi is to be preferred acc. to Yugmavakya ( KN 
275 ). 

Dvadasivrata —begin from Marg. su.; one year or for life; fast on 
11th and worship of Vasudeva on 12th with the upacaras 
from flowers &c.; if performed for one year, one becomes 
purified from sins; if for life he reaches Svetadvipa; if he 
performs vrata on dvadasis both in ^u. and kr. he secures 
heaven, and if for life he goes to Visnuloka. V. Dh. 49- 
1-8, q. by KKV 310; Anusasana chap. 109 dwells on worship 
of Visnu on dvadasis from Marg. 

Lvitiyavratas—Vide Agni 177.1-20, KKV 40-48, HV I. 366-393, 
KN 169-172, TT 29-30, PC 82-84, VR 78-81. The KKV 
describes only three viz. Puspadvitlya, Asunyasayana (two 
varieties), Kantivrata, while HV speaks of eleven. NA 
speaks of only two viz. Asunyasayana and Yamadvitlya and 
remarks that no vrata on the 2nd tithis of other months is 
well-known. These will be found in their places in this list. 
The four dvitlyas of Sr., Bh., Asv. and K. are respectively 
called Kalusa, Nirmala, Pretasancara and Yaml. The 
general rule is that the second tithi of su. mixed with third 
is to be preferred as the Yugmavakya indicates; KTV 30. 

DvidcUavrata —in K.; avoid taking any kind of dvidala dhdnya 
such as tur, rajika, masa, mudga, masura, gram, kulittha; 
NS 104-105. 

Dvitiydbhadravrata —This is a vrata on the Karana called Visti; 
begin on Marg. kn. 4; for a year; worship of Bhadra-devi 
and repeat the mantra ‘ Bhadre bhadraya bhadram hi 
carisye vratam-eva te i Nirvighnam kuru me devi karya- 
siddhim ca bhavaya H’; honour a brahmana; he should not 
partake of food while Bhadra karava is on; at the end an 
iron or stone or wooden or painted ims^e of Bhadra should 
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be established and worshipped; the reward is that the man’s 
undertakings even when begun in Bhadra succeed. HV 11. 
724-726 (from Bhav. U.), PC 52. Bhadra or Visti is looked 
upon in most cases as a horror and inauspicious; vide SmK 
565-566. 

Dvirasadha —Visnu is deemed to sleep on As. s. 11; if two 
araavasyas end during the period when the Sun is in the 
sign of Mithuna, then there are two Asadha (lunar) months, 
there is an adhimasa and Visnu goes to sleep only after the 
2nd amavasya (i. e. in Karkata or Sr.); KV 169-173, NS 
192, Sm 83. 

Dvipavrala —^begin on Cai. su. and for seven days in each month, 
one should worship in order the seven dvipas viz. Jambu, 
Saka, Kusa, Krauiica, Salmali, Gomeda and Puskara for 
one year; one should sleep on the ground (not on a cot) 
and donate at the year’s end silver, fruits; reaches heaven; 
HV n. 465-466 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Dhanatrayodash-lZih. of Asv. kr. Vide p. 195 above under ‘Divali’. 

Dhanadapuja —(worship of Kubera) on the pradom of Asv, 
purnima; TT 136-137. 

Dhanadavrata —^begin on 11th of Marg. su. with nakta; for one 
year; Kubera; vrata yields wealth; KKV 310, HV 1.1161- 
1162 (both quote Var.). 

Dhanavrata —^begin on Pha. su. 13th with a fast; one year; worship 
of Kubera (called Maharaja) with the upacaras from 
gandha, puspa &c.; at end of year gift of gold to brahmana; 
Vi. Dh. in. 184. 1-3 q. by HV H. 18-19 (but called 
Nandavrata), 

Dhariasankrdnti-vrata —^begin on a day of Sahkranti; Sahkranti- 
vrata; one year; Sun as deity; every month a jar full of 
water with a gold piece inside to be donated with the words 
‘ May the Sun be pleased ’; at end gift of golden lotus and 
a cow; the performer is endowed with health, wealth and 
long life for numerous lives; HV H. 736-737 (from Skanda). 

Dhanavdptivrata —(1) begin on 1st tithi after Sr. purnima; for a 
month; worship of Visnu and Sahkarsana with blue lotuses, 
ghee, naivedya of best food, fast for three days before Bh. 
Purnima; gift of cow at end of vrata; HV IL 759 (from Vi. 
Dh. in. 210 1-5); (2) worship of Vaisravana (Kubera) for 
a year; reward plentiful wealth; HV 155 (from Vi Dh.); 
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(3) begin on Cai. su. 1; worship of images of Vispu» the 
Earth, the sky and Brahma respectively on 1st tithi to 4th; 
for one year; secures wealth, beauty, happiness; HV IL 
501-502 (from Vi. Dh, III. 139. 1-5). This is a Caturmurti- 
vrata. 

Dhanyavrata or Dhanyapratipad-vrata —Marg. su. 1; nakta on 
that day and worship of Visnu image (identified with Agni) 
on night; homa in a kunda placed before it; then partake 
of Yavaka and food with ghee; the same in dark half also; 
for eight months from Cai.; at end of vrata a golden image 
of Agni donated; even an unlucky man becomes blessed with 
^ happiness, wealth and food and free from sin; KKV 38-40 
(calls it Dhanyapratipad), HV I. 355“56, both quoting Var. 
56.1-16. 

Dharanivrata —^begin fast on K. su. 11; worship of image of 
Narayana; place before the image four jars with some 
jewels inside and covered with copper vessels containing 
gold and sesame, which (jars ) are to be deemed as the four 
oceans; the golden image is to be established in their midst; 
jagara that night; five brahmanas were to be invited on the 
next morning, dinner and daksina to them; this vrata was 
performed by Prajapati, by many famous kings and by the 
Earth itself and it is so called for that reason; HV 1.1041-44 
(from Var. 50. 1-29 ), KR 426-430 (calls it Yogisvara- 
dvadasi). 

Dharavrata —^for the whole of Uttarayana subsist on milk; make 
a gift of golden image of the earth over 20 palas in weight; 
Rudra devata; goes to Rudraloka; Mat. 101. 52 q. by KKV 
446, HV n. 906 ( same verses from Pad.); KKV says it is a 
samvatsaravrata, while HV puts it under miscellaneous. 

Dharmaghata-dana —From Cai. su. 1 for four months one 
desirous of storing merit should make every day gift to a 
brahmana of a jar covered with a piece of cloth containing 
cool, pure water; PC 57-58; SmK 89-90. 

Dharmaprapti-'irata —begin on 1st tithi after As. Full Moon; 
worship of Visnu in the form of Dharma; for a month; fast 
for three days including the Full Moon day at end of month 
and gift of gold; Vi. Dh. HI 209.1-3. 

Dhar marajapuja —Worship of Dharma with damanaka. Vide 
Damanakapujavidhi above and SmK 101. 

H. D. 41 
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Dharmavrata —^begin on 10th of Marg. su.; fast on that day and 
worship of Dharma; with ghee; even in dark half; 

for one year; at end gift of a milch cow; vrata confers 
health, long life, fame and destroys sins; HV I. 967-968 
quoting Vi. Dh. HI 178.1-8. 

Dharmasasthl—on Asv. kr. 6; worship of Dharmaraja; AK 
419a. ‘ 

Dharmacaptivrata —^begin on first tithi after As. Full Moon; for 
one month; worship of Hari in the form of Dharma; it 
secures all objects; HV 11. 758 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Dhatrlvrata —bath on Ekadasi in both fortnights with Dhatri 
( Amalaka ) fruit; Pad. V. 58, l-ll. Dhatri fruit is dear to 
Vasudeva; by eating it man becomes free from all sins. 

Dhamja —(gramya i. e. cultivated in a village)—DhSnyas are said 
to be ten in Br. Up, Vi. 3. 13 and 17 or 18 in later works. 

Dhanyasankranti--vrata —begin on ay ana day or vimva day; for 
a year; draw a lotus of eight petals with saffron; on each 
petal worship Sun from the east onwards under eight different 
names; he should donate one prastha of corn to a brahmana 
(hence called Dhanyasahkranti); every month this to be 
repeated; HV 11. 730-32 (from Skanda ). 

DhanycLsaptaka —Seven kinds of corn are; yava, wheat, dhSnya 
(coriander), sesame, kangu (Panic seed), syamaka and 
cinaka (Panicum Miliacum); HV 1. 48 (from SaUrimsan- 
mata); KR 70 (notes that some read ‘ devadhanya’ in place 
of ‘ cinaka),’ Gobhilasmrti 3,107 names the seven somewhat 
differently; Visnupurana L 6. 21-22, Vayu 8.150-152 and 
Markandeya 46. 67-69 (Vehk. ed.) name 17 dhanyas and 
VR p. 17 names 18. 

Dhanyasaptami—on su. 7 worship the Sun, follow nakta method 
and donate seven dhanyas, household utensils and salt; he 
saves himself and seven ancestors; HV I. 787-788 (from 
Bhav.). 

Dhamalriralra-vrata—RY H. 322 quoting Pad; the same as 
Dhamavrata below. 

Dhamavrata on the Full Moon of Pha, one should donate a fine 
house after fast for three days; he reaches the world of the 
Sun; Mat. 101. 79 q. by KKV 450-51, HV II. 322. The Sun 
is the deity here; dhaman means a ‘house*. Vide Gar. 

1.137. 3. 
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Bharamparana-vratodyapana —begin on 11th in Caturmasya or 
in the first month thereof or in the last month; upav^sa 
(dharana) in one month and parana (bhojana) in the next; 
worship of images of Laksmi and Narayana placed on a jar 
full of water at night with pancamrta, flowers, TulasI 
leaves, japa of mantra ‘om namo Narayanaya’ 108 times; 
arghya;/^oma of boiled sesame and rice with Bg. X. 112.9 
and of boiled rice and ghee with Pg. X 155.1; SmK 414- 
416, Vratarka 365a-366b. 

Dharavrata —From beginning of Cai. while drinking water one 
should let fall a stream of water (in the mouth ? ); for one 
year; at end donate a new water vessel. This vrata removed 
all despondency, provides charm and blessedness; HV II* 
853 (from Bhav. U.). 

Dhupa —incense (the burning of which is one of the upacaras); 
HV (I. 50-51) quotes from Bhav. the names of several mix* 
tures of incense such as Amrta, Ananta, Yaksadhupa, 
Vijayadhupa, Prajapatya, while it speaks also of a dhupa of 
ten parts. KKV 13 gives the eight ingredients of a dhupa 
called Vijaya, Bhav. I 68. 28-29 state that Vijaya is the best 
of dhupas, jati the best of flowers, saffron the best of scents, 
red sandalwood paste is the best of unguents, modaka the best 
of sweetmeats. These are quoted by KKV 182-183. Vide Gar. 
I. 177. 88-89 for dhupa destroying flies and fleas; KR 77-78, 
Sm. C. I. 203 and 11. 435 for description of dhupas. 
Kadambarl of Bap a (first part, para 52) mentions that in 
the temple of Candika dhupa consisting of plentiful guggulu 
was being burnt. 

Dhulivandam —^bowing before the ashes the morning after the 
Holika bonfire; PC 81, SmK 518 and p. 241 above. 

Dhrtivrata —^bathing image (or lihga) of Siva with pancamrta 
( curds, milk, ghee, honey and sugarcane or its juice ) every 
day for a year; at end of year gift of a cow with pancamrta 
and of conch-shell; sarhvatsaravrata; Siva deity; reaches 
the place of Sankara; Mat. 101. 33-34 q. by KKV 444, HV 
n. 865 (from Vispupurana) which makes a change in 
reading viz. bathing of the image of (Visnu or Siva.). 

Dhenuvrata —gift with lot of gold of a cow that is on the point 
of being delivered of a calf; the performer who subsists only 
on milk that day reaches the highest world and is not born 
again. Mat. 101. 49 q. by KKV 446. 
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Dhvajanavami —P. su. 9; this tithi is called Sambari ( Sabarl ?); 
worship of Candika, who rides a lion, and is a kumarl, 
with banners, malati flowers and other upacaras and sacrifice 
of animals; the king should raise a banner in a temple of 
Devi, should feed maidens, should observe a fast or eka- 
bhakta; HV I. 891-894 (from Bhav. U.). 

Dhvajavrata —Garuda (eagle), Tala tree (from which intoxica¬ 
ting liquor is made, Balarama being fond of wine is called 
Talahka in Amarakosa), Makara ( a mythical animal like 
crocodile), and deer are the banners respectively of Vasudeva, 
Sahkarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha; the colours of 
their garments and flags are respectively yellow, blue, white 
. and red; in Cai., Vai, Jy., and As. every day in each month 
worship respectively of Garuda &c. with appropriately 
coloured garments, flowers; at end of four months brahmanas 
to be honoured and appropriately coloured garments to be 
donated; three turns of four months in the same way; 
different worlds are reached acc. to the length of time; if 
performed for twelve years the performer attains sayujya 
with Visnu; this is a Caturmurtivrata in Vi. Dh. IIL 146. 
1-14 and HV H. pp. 829-831. 

Naktacaturthi —begin on Marg. su. 4; Vinayaka deity; performer 
• to subsist on nakta food and par ana with food mixed with 
t sesame; one year; HV I. 522-536 (from Skanda). 

Nuktavrata —This is a divaratrivrata and therefore has to be 
performed on a tithi that covers both day and night (NA 
16-17 ). For the meaning of nakta vide pp. 101-102 above. 
It consists in eating nothing by day and taking food only 
at night. Naktavrata may extend over a month, or four 
months or a year. Vide KR pp. 222, 255, 301-303, 406, 
445, 477, 491-492 for Naktavrata on the months from Sr. to 
M; Lihga (I. 83. 3-54) for naktavrata for one year. Vide 
also Nar. II. 43.11-23. 

Naksatratithi-vara-graha-yoga-vratani —HV U. 588-590 (from 
Kalottara) deals summarily with certain (about 16) special 
pujas to be performed on the conjunction of certain naksatras 
with certain tithis and week-days. A few examples are 
given here; when on a Sunday there is 14th tithi and 
Revati naksatra or when Astami and Magha-naksatra are 
joined, one should worship Siva and partake of sesame food 
and this is Adityavrata that yields health to the performer 
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and his sons and relatives. When there is conjunction of 
RohinI and the Moon on 14th tithi, or of AstamI and the 
Moon, that is Candravrata in which Siva may be worshipped 
and naivedya of milk and curds be offered and one may 
subsist on milk and secure fame, health and prosperity. 
When Revati, Thursday and 14th tithi or AstamI and 
Pusya are joined, that is Guruvrata, on which one should 
subsist on the milk of a kapila cow mixed with the fluid 
extracted from Brahml plants ; the person becomes master of 
speech. The Visnudharmasutra (chap. 90.1-15) deals with 
what is to be done when the Full Moon days of Marg. to K. 
are in conjunction with the naksatra which gives the name 
to the month and the rewards of the observances thereon; 
vide Danasagara pp. 622-^26, where V. Dh. is quoted and 
explained. 

NakmtrapurusaiTafa —^begin in Cai.; worship of the image of 
Vasudeva; several naksatras such as Mula, Rohini, AsvinI 
are to be honoured in connection with the feet, the legs, the 
knees respectively ( and so on with the naksatras and limbs 
specified). The ten avataras and their limbs are to be res¬ 
pectively associated with Aslesa, Jyestha, Sravana, Pusya, 
Svati and so on; at end of vrata golden image of Hari 
placed in a jar filled with jaggery is to be donated to a 
worthy brahmana as also bed-stead and its gear; he should 
pray for the continuous life of his wife and on all the days 
should partake of food without oil and salt. Mat. 54. 3-30 q. 
by KKV 400-404, HV n. 699-703, KR 87-91; vide Br. S. 
chap. 104. 

Nak^tra-pujorvidhi —worship of gods as lords of naksatras with 
the fruits reaped, such as of Asvins, Yama, Agni (as lords 
of Asvini, Bharani, Krttika in order), that leads respectively 
to long life, freedom from accidental death, prosperity: Va. 
80. 1-39, HV n. 594-597 (from Bhav.) = KR 557-560. 
These relate the lords of naksatras to the flowers or sub¬ 
stances with which they are to be worshipped and the 
rewards thereof. Vide H. of Dh. voL 11. p. 247 n. 563 for the 
lords of Naksatras in Vedic times and Vi. Dh. I. 83.13-21. 

Nak^ravisese padarthavisesa-ni^dhah —(prohibition of doing 
certain things on certain naksatras). A few examples may 
be given here. VKK 87-88, TT 28 quote a verse ‘one should 
give up the use of sesame oil on the naksatras Oitr&^ Hasta, 
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and Sravana, shaving on Visakha and Abhijit, flesh on 
Mula, Mrgasiras and Bhadrapada, sexual intercourse on 
Magha, Krttika and Uttara’. This is Va. 14. 50-51 (with 
some variations). 

Naksatravidhi-vrata —begin on Mrgasiras; worship of Parvatl, 
identifying her feet with Mula, her lap with Rohini, Asvini 
with her knees and so on with other limbs; on each naksatra 
he fasts and at end of that naksatra there is parana; he 
offers different food to the brahmanas on each naksatra; the 
flowers and naivedya offered to the deity are different on 
each naksatra; the reward is beauty and saubhdgya ; KKV 
411-414, HV II. 696-698 (from Devipurana). 

Naksatravratdni—k^ni 196, KKV 399-417, HV H. 593-706. KKV 
deals with only ten, while HV speaks of 33. Vratas 
connected with the naksatras from Asvini onwards are 
set out in HV. HK 126-128 and KN 327-328, NA 18 deal 
with question as to what should be done when a fast is to be 
observed in a vrata which is concerned with both tithi and 
naksatra. The rule is that the naksatra for fast must be 
existing at the time of sunset or at the time when there is a 
conjunction of the Moon with midnight (i. e. there is the 
required naksatra at midnight). The first of these two is 
the principal matter, the 2nd is only next best { anukalpa). 
Vide Vi. Dh. I. 60. 26-27 for this rule q. by KN 327, HK 126, 
VKK 8. 

Nak^trahomavidhi —HV (H. 684-688 ) quotes Garga in prose 
for the procedure of offering worship and homa to 27 
naksatras from Asvini to Revati detailing how many days 
an illness or danger will last, the deity to be worshipped, 
the flowers, naivedya, dhupa, the tree of which fuel sticks 
are to be offered to Agni, the puja mantra, the main 
material to be offered into fire. One illustrative example is 
given here. In the case of Rohini, eight days, Prajapati is 
devata, the naivedya is rice boiled in milk, lotus flowers, 
dhupa is the one extracted from the Sarala tree ( a kind of 
pine), the puja mantra is ‘ namo brahmane ’ (Tai. Ar. II. 
13, quoted in H. of Dh. II. p. 703 n. 681); all dhanyas may 
be offered in fire. The ahutis are to be 108; the reward is 
arogya (health). 

Naksatrarthavrata —same as Naksatravidhi-vrata above. 
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NadUriratravrata —^When a river is full of flood in As., a person 
should collect the water in a dark jar, take it home, then 
next morning he should bathe in the river and worship the 
jar, observe fast for three days or one or only ekabhakta, 
keep a lamp continuously burning, take the name of the 
river and Varuna, offer arghya, fruits, naivedya &c. and 
pray to Govinda; this vrata for three years; then donate 
cow etc.; he secures progeny and saubhagya. Pad. VI. 71, 

Nadlvrata —(1) begin on Cai. su.; for seven days he should 
subsist in the nakta method and worship the seven rivers 
Hradini (or NalinI, v. 1.), Hladini, Pavani, Sita, Iksu, 
Sindhu, BhagirathI; this to be continued for seven days in 
every month for a year; offer milk in water and make gifts 
of water pots filled with milk; at end of year donate to 
brahman as one pala of silver in Pha.; HV. II. 462 quoting 
Vi. Dh. ni. 163. 1-7; vide Mat. 121. 40-41, Vayu 47. 38-39 
for the seven streams of the Ganges; ( 2 ) HV I. 792 
(quoting one verse from Vi. Dh.); by worshipping Sarasvati 
one secures seven kinds of knowledge. 

Nadisnana—fox the effects of baths in holy rivers, vide H. of Dh. 
IV p. 560, under Dasahara above pp. 90^91 and TT 62-64. 
PC 144-145, GK 609. 

Nandavrata —Vi. Dh, HI. 184.1—3 q. by HV H. pp, 18—19. Same 
as Dhanavrata above p. 320. 

I\rancZa-~(tithis) 1st, 6th and 11th tithis are so called. 

NandddividU~^\mAQ.Y has twelve names viz. Nanda, Bhadra 
&c.; the Sunday that falls on 6th of M. su. is called Nanda; 
observe nakta that day and bathe Sun image in ghee and 
offer Agasti flowers; feast to brahmapa with wheat apupa ; 
KKV 10-12, HV n. 522-23 (both quote Bhav.). 

Nandddivrafavidhi —^worship of Sun always on a Sunday; one 
should on the day of solar eclipse fast and mutter MahasvetS 
mantra and then give a dinner to brahmanas; the reward of 
bath, gifts and japa on the day of solar eclipse is endless; 
HV H. 527-28 (from Bhav. U.) = KKV 21-23. 

NandanavamtvrcUa —^the 9th of Bh. kr. 9 ( acc. to KKV ) and ^u. 9 
( acc. to HV) is called Nanda. Worship of Durga for a year 
in three periods; ekabhakta on 7th, fast on 8th and worship 
of Siva with Jati and Kadamba flowers and Durga s image 
to be placed on durvas; Jagara and variotis drmnatic 
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representations and japa 108 times of Nanda mantra ( om 
Nandayai namah); on morning of 9th worship of Candika 
and dinner to maidens; KKV 303-305, HV IL 952-954 
(from Bhav.). 

Nandapadadvaya-vrata —worship of golden padiikas of Durga 
with mango leaves, durva, aksatas, bilva leaves; for a 
month; gift of paditkds to a devotee of Devi or to maidens; 
he becomes free from all sins; KKV 429, HV 11.885-86 
(from Pad.). 

Nandaarata —begin in Sr. on 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 8th, 9th, 11th or 
purnima; for one year; performer to subsist by nakta method; 
worship of Devi with different flowers and naivedya under 
twelve different names in the twelve months; japa of 
mantra (‘om NandeNandini sarvarthasadhini namah*) 100 
or 1000 times; performer is freed from sins and becomes a 
king; KKV 424-429, HV H. 832-836 (from Devipurana ), 
KK 288-293. 

NandUsaptami —Begin on 7th of Marg. su.; tithivrata; for a year; 
worship of Sun in three periods of 4 months with different 
flowers, naivedya, dhupa and names; ekabhakta on 5th, 
nakta on 6th and fast on seventh; KKV 136-137, HV I. 
669-671 (from Bhav. Brahmaparva, 100.1-16 ). 

Nandinmammlvrata —on 9th of Marg. su.; tithi; worship of Durga; 
one year divided into two parts; fast for three days; in each 
period of si^ months different flowers, different names; 
performer goes to heaven and returns as a powerful king; 
KKV 302-303. Vide Tritayapradanasaptami above p. 308. 

Narakacaturdasi —Vide above p. 196-198. 

Narakapurriima —begin on every Pull Moon or on Pull moon of 
Marg.; one year; he should fast that day and worship Visnu 
and repeat his name or he should repeat in order the twelve 
names Kesava to Damodara in the twelve months from 
Marg.; should donate every month water jar with daksina 
and sandals, umbrella and a pair of garments or, if unable, 
at the end of the year; he secures happiness and remembers 
Harfs name at time of death and goes to heaven; HV H. 
166-167 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Narasinihacalurdasi —on 14th of Vai. su.; tithi; if there be Svatl 
naksatra, Saturday, Siddhi Yoga and Vanija-karana the 
reward is a crore of times; Narasiihha ( avatara) is deity; 



List of vratas 


329 


HV II. 41-49 (from Narasimhapurana); PC 237-238 (It is 
called Nrsirhhajayanti by SM 98, PC and others ); SmK 114. 
If it is mixed with 13th or 15th, the day on which 14th exists 
at sunset should be accepted; VKD(pp. 145-152 ) gives a 
long procedure of puja ; it occurs in Tamil Pancahgas also. 
Nrsirhha appeared on Vai. su. 14 in the evening when there 
was Svatinaksatra. 

Narasimliatrayodati —on Thursday falling on 13th tithi; one 
should bathe and worship Narasimha in the afternoon and 
fast on that day; KKV 369, HV 11. 14 (from Harasimha- 
purana). 

Narasimhadvadasi —-on l2th of Pha. kr.; fasten that day and 
worship of Narasimha image; a jar covered with white 
cloth is to be established and on it a golden or wooden 
or bamboo image was to be placed; gift of the image to a 
brahmana on that day; HV L 1029-30 (quoting Var. 42. 
1-7 and 14-16 ). The printed Var. provides that the vrata is 
to be performed in sukla-paksa, whereas in HV 1.1029 the 
krsnapaksa is mentioned. 

Narasimhastami or Narasimhavrata —King or prince or a person 
desirous of destroying enemy should perform this; on 8th 
tithi he should make a lotus figure of eight leaves with rice- 
grains or flowers and place an image of Narasimha thereon 
and worship it and also worship Srlvrksa (Bilva or 
Asvattha ?); HV I. 876-880 (from'Gar.). 

Navanaksatrasanti —a propitiatory rite and worship of nine 
naksatras; the naksatra of a man’s birth is called Janana- 
naksatra, the 4th, 10th, 16th, 20th, 23rd are respectively 
called Manasa, Karma, Sanghatika, Samudaya and 
Vainasika; an ordinary man has to consider these six 
naksatras, while a king has to consider three more, viz. the 
naksatra of coronation, the naksatra that rules over his 
country and the naksatra of his varna; if these naksatras 
are affected by evil influences of planets &c. evil results 
follow in the matters denoted by these six or nine, e. g. if 
jawana-naksatra is affected he may lose his life and wealth, 
if the coronation naksatra is affected the king may lose his 
kingdom; appropriate rites and worship may avert os lessen 
evil effects e. g. in case of janana-naksatra he should bathe 
with water in which kusas are dipped and in which the dung 
and urine of a white bull and white cow’s milk are mixed ; 
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HV n. 688-^91 (from Vi. Dh.); it may be noted that the 
Vaikhanasa-grhya-sutra IV 14, Vi. Dh. II. 166, Nar. 1. 56. 
358-59 and Yogayatra of Varahamihira 9. 1-2 differ about 
what naksatras from birth bear the above names. 

NavanUadhmudana —on K. amavasya; worship of Brahma and 
Savitrl; gift of dhenu of butter with various fruits, gold and 
garments; PC 315. Vide H. of Dh. vol. II. p. 883 for 
Navanita-dhenu and Dhenus of other materials. 

Navamirathavrala —fast on Asv. kr. 9th and worship of Durga; 
worship of the car (of Devi) decked with cloth, banners, 
chowries, mirrors, garlands, and paintings of lions; place 
in the car a golden image of Durga with her trident on the 
demon Mahisa; taking the car by the public road bring it 
to the Durga temple; jSgara with torches, theatricals, 
dancers; the next morning bathe the image and dinner to 
devotees of Devi; rewards of offering to Durga bedstead, 
a bull, a cow &c; KR 314-315 (from Bhav.). 

Navamivratas—KKY 273-308, HV I. 887-962, KN 229-230, TT 
59-103, PC 139-142, VR 319-352 ; NavamI mixed with 8th 
is to be preferred, TT 59, DS 15. On Cai. Svl. 9 Bhadrakali 
was crowned queen over all Yoginis; therefore on all 
navamis one should fast and worship her; KKN 383, KR 
127-128.: 

Navamyadi-'Upav^avrata —fast on 8th, 9th, 14th and purnima; 
the person becomes lord of Siva’s ganas; HV IL 509 
(from Mat.). 

Navaratravrata —^Vide above under Durgapuja. 

Navavyuhdrcana —observe fast on any 11th of su. or of As. or Pha« 
or on a sahkrSnti or eclipse and offer a sacrifice to Visnu 
after constructing a man^pa on a plot of land inclined 
towards north-east; mandapa to have doors and in its midst 
the figure of a lotus; the eight weapons of the lords of eight 
quarters to be drawn viz. vajra, ^akti, club (of Yama), sword, 
noose (of Vanina), banner, mace (of Kubera), Sula (of 
Siva); drawings of VSsudeva, Sahkarsana, NsrSyana, 
Vamana that are the forms (vyuhas of Visnu); homa; HV 
I. 1125-1131 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Navamiahhnk^7}a'--{ partaking of the fresh crops) in MSrg. 
before the Sun reaches the 14th degree of the zodical sign 
Scorpion; KSS27; theNM (p. 72, verses 880-988) deg- 
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cribes the ceremony; song and music were employed and 
Vedic texts loudly recited and Brahma, Ananta (snake), 
guardians of quarters were worshipped. 

Nagacaturthi —on K. &u. 4; PC 95. 

Nagadastoddharanavrata —same as Dastoddharanavrata p. 312 
above. 

Nagapaficami —Vide pp. 124 ff above. 

Ndgapuja —(worship of snakes) on Marg. su. 5; SmK 429 (says 
it is well-known among daksinatyas ). 

Nagamaitripaficami —one should give up {katu pungent of 
bitter) and sour things and should bathe Naga images with 
milk; he thus makes friends with nagas. Pad. V. 26. 56-57 
q. by KKV 96, HV I. 566 (same verses from Bhav.). 

Nagavrata—{ 1) on 4th of K. su.; fast on this; worship of Sesa* 
Sahkhapala and other nagas with flowers, sandalwood paste 
and satiating them with milk in the morning and noon; 
result-snakes do not harm him; HV. I. 530 (from Kurma), 
KN 184-185, PC 95; (2) worship of ITaga image on 5th tithi 
on lotus leaves with mantras, flowers &c. and streams of 
ghee, milk, curds, honey; homa; freedom from poison and 
secures son, wife and prosperity; HV I. 572 (from Bhav. )* 

Namatrtiyd —^begin on Marg. su. 3; tithivrata; one year; every 
month worship of Gauri with one of twelve names, viz* 
Gaurl, Kali, Uma, BhadrS, Durga, Kanti, SarasvatI,Mahgala> 
Vaisnavi, LaksmI, Siva, NarayanI; he would go to heaven; 
or worship the Ardhanarlsvara form of Mahesvara; he would 
suffer no separation from his wife; or worship an image of 
Harihara with one name each month out of the twelve from 
Ke^ava to Damodara; HV 1 477-478 (from Bhav.), KKV 
55-56. 

Namadvadaii —^begin on Marg. sa, 12; fast on that day; tithi¬ 
vrata; he should take one of the twelve names of Visnu, viz* 
NSrSyana in MSrg. and P., Madhava in M. and so on up to 
Damodara in K.; donate at year’s end a cow with calf, 
sandals, garments &c. to twelve brahmanas; goes to Vispu- 
loka; HV L1097-1101, KKV 347 (in prose and less elaborate)* 

Ndmamvami—hQgin on Asv. ki. 9; for a year; worship of Durga 
under different names, different flowers in each month; 
Brahmana maidens to be feasted; at end, gift.of cow and 
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sumptuous dinner to brahmana devotees of Durga: becomes 
free from all sins, reaches Durga-loka; KKV 283-298, HV 
I. 928-933 (from Bhav.). 

Namasaptami —(1) on 7th tithi a devotee should contemplate 
on the Sun and observe certain restrictions viz., not touching 
oil, not wearing dark-blue garment, no bath with amalaka 
fruit, nor quarrel with any one, not to drink wine, not to 
speak with a capdala, nor with a woman in her monthly 
illness, not to gamble, not to shed tears, nor t o eat A:anc?a, 
mula, fruits, flowers and leaves; ( 2) from CaL su. 7: 

worship sun for a year under different names in each month 
( such as Dhata, Aryaman, Mitra in Cai., Van, Jy.); feed 
on each 7th Bhojakas ( Magas ) with ghee and donate red 
clothes; in KKV 121-123, HV I 726-728; KR 124-126 ( all 
from Bhav., Brahmaparva 65.1-7 and 19-34 ). 

Narall or Naralipurnima —on Sravana su. 15. Vide above p. 128. 

Nasatyapujacaksur^vrata —Vide ‘ Netravrata’. 

Nikumbhapuja--{1) on Cai. su. 14 fast and on purnima worship 
of Hari; Nikumbha goes out to fight with pisacas; a clay 
or grass effigy should be made and worship should be 
offered to pisacas in the noon in each house with flowers, 
naivedya &c. and with drums and lutes; worship again 
at moonrise; and then dismiss; the performer should 
observe a great festival with song and music and the din 
of people; people should play with a serpent made of grass 
surrounded by sticks and it should be cut up into pieces 
after three or four days and pieces kept for one year; HV 
n. 241-242 (from Aditya-purana); NM (p. 64 verses 781- 
790) calls this ‘Caitrapisaca-varnanarh’; (2) on A^v. 
purnima; people (except women, children or old men) should 
not take food by day and keep Agni near the house door 
and worship it and so also Full Moon, Rudra and Uma^ 
Bkanda, Nandisvara, Revanta; worship of Nikumbha with 
sesame, ricegraina and masas\ brahmanas to be fed at night 
and people should take food (but no meat); music, dance 
and songs that night; next day they should take easy and 
in the morning after that they should besmear themselves 
with mud and play like pisacas without feeling shame, 
smear their friends with mud and employ lascivious words 
and prattle obscene words; in the afternoon they should 
bathe; if a person does not indulge in this saturnalia he is 
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affected by pisacas; KKN 411-413, KR STo-STS (both quote 
Brah.); (3) on CaL kr. 14; worship of Sambhu and 
Nikumbha who is accompanied by pisacas; on that night 
people to protect their children from pisacas and to see the 
dance of vesyas; KKN 446, KR 534-536. 

Niksubharkacatustayavrata —Niskubha is wife of the Sun; fast 
on kr. 7th; tithivrata; for a year; worship of image of Sun 
and his wife; woman observer would go to Suryaloka and 
secures a king as husband; male also goes to Sun’s world; 
a reader of Mahabharata should be engaged for a year and 
honoured at the end with gift of the golden image of Sun 
and Niksubha and with ornaments (for reader’s wife) and 
garments &c.; KKV 156-^159, HV I. 676-679 (from Bhav.). 

Nikmhharkasaptaml —^begin on 6th or 7th tithi or on Sahkranti 
or on Sunday; one year; golden or silver or wooden image 
of Sun and Niksubha (Sun’s wife) to be bathed with ghee 
&c.; fast and homa; dinner to devotees of Sun and Bhojakas; 
reward is that performer secures all desired objects, goes to 
Suryaloka and various other worlds; KKV 153-156, HV I, 
674-676 (from Bhav. Brahmaparva 166); AK (folio 457a- 
459b) notes that there are several varieties of this vrata; 
(1) from Saurasamhita; for one year from M. su* 7; ( 2) 
from Bhav.; (3) from M. kr. 7; (4) from Bhavisyottara. 

Nimbasaptami —begin on 7th tithi of Vai. ka.; for one year; 
worship of Sun; draw a figure of lotus and Sun called 
Khakholka to be established thereon; the Mulamantra is 
‘om Khakholkaya namah’; twelve Adityas, Jaya, Vijaya, 
Sesa, Vasuki, Vinayaka, Mahasveta and queen Suvarcala 
to be placed in front of Sun image and also several other 
deities; eating of nimba leaves on 7 th and sleeping before 
Sun image; on 8th again worship Sun; performer freed 
from all diseases; KKV 198-203, HV L 697-701 (from 
Bhav.), NA 52* 

Nirjalaikadasi —on Jy. ^U. 11; fast from morning of one day to 
next day morning; no water to be drunk the whole day 
except what one may take in for obligatory acamana (such 
as in sandhya adoration); next day donate jar full of water 
and sugar and some gold and break the fast; reaps reward 
of twelve dvadasis and reaches Visnuloka; HV I 1089-91 
(from M. B.); SmK 122-123, and p. 109 above. 
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Ni^ddha —Forbidden matters and actions on certain months, 
tithis, week-days, Sahkrantis and-vratas are numberless. 
KV (pp. 333-345) sets out a very long list, but ultimately 
(on p. 345) has to say ‘ Actions forbidden by those who 
know the Vedas, smrtis and puranas at several times and 
occasions are innumerable; how can I, a single man, speak 
about all of them unless I live a thousand years; therefore 
I have said what I understood from a few texts in authorita¬ 
tive works and contained in digests; others will write about 
the rest. * 

Ntrajana-dvadasi^on K, Mi. 12 ; to be performed at beginning 
of night when Visnu rises from sleep; waving lamps 
before image of Visnu and several deities such as Sun, Siva* 
Gaurl, one’s parents, cows, horses, elephants; the king 
should also worship all symbols of royalty collected in the 
court of his palace; a chaste woman or a handsome vesya 
should wave lamps thrice over the king’s head; this is a 
great ^finti (propitiatory rite) and drives diseases and 
brings in plenty; it was first introduced by king Ajapala 
and should be performed every year; HV I. 1190-1194 
(from Bhav. U. ). 

Nirajctnanavami-~^on kr, 9th tithi (of ASv. ?); worship of Durga 
and of arms at night; next day at sunrise this nirajana^ 
S&nti be performed, NM (p. 76 verses 931-933 ). 

Ntrdjanavidhi —From K. kr. 12 to K. su. 1 (by purnimanta 
reckoning); performed in the case of a king; the king to 
erect to the north-east of the capital a large pavilion with 
banners &c, and three toranas (arched gates ); worship of 
deities and homa; the rites begin when the Sun passes from 
CitrS-naksatra to Svatl and continue till Sun is in Svati; 
jars full of water and decked with leaves and threads of 
five colours; to the west of torana elephants were to be 
bathed to the accompaniment of mantras and horses also, 
and food to be offered to elephant by the purohita, if 
elephant joyfully accepted it, it foretold victory; if he 
rejected it great danger foreboded; various forebodings from 
other actions of the elephant; worship of arms and royal 
symbols such as umbrella and banner; till Sun is in Svatl, 
horses and elephants should be honoured; no harsh words 
to be addressed to them nor should they be beaten; the 
pavilion to be guarded by armed men and the astrologer, 
purohita and the chief veterinary doctor and elephant 
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doctor should always be in the pavilion; on the day when 
the sun leaves Svati and enters Visakha, horses and 
elephants to be decked and on them, on sword, umbrella, 
drum &c. mantras to be recited; the king to ride his horse 
first and then mount his elephant and should come out from 
under the torana and accompanied by his army and citizens 
march to the palace, honour the people and take leave of 
them; this rite is a ^anti and should be performed by kings 
for prosperity and welfare of horses and elephants; HVIL 
675-680 (from Vi. Dh. H. 159). Vide H. of Dh. voL IH 
pp. 230-231 for further details gathered from Kautilya, Br. 
S. chap. 44, Agni 268.16-31 and other sources and also RM 
(folio 79a and verses 1333-1335 in ABORI vol. 36 p. 328 ), 
KR 333-336, SmK 334-341. NlrSjana is a ^anti; vide 
RNP pp. 433-437 (quoting Visnudharmottara). 

NUajyestha —on 8th of Sr. when there is Sunday and Jyestha 
naksatra; sun deity; here the weekday is the most import¬ 
ant thing, next comes naksatra; KN 198 (quoting Skanda), 

NUavr^-dana —on Full Moon in K. or A§v. Vide H. of Dh. vol* 
rv pp. 539-542 for the letting loose of a nlla bull; Anu- 
sasanaparva 125. 73-74, V. Dh* 85. 67, Mat. 207* 40, Vayu 
83. 11-12, Vi. Dh. I 144. 3 and 1. 146. 58, PC 305 ff, 
SmK 405-406. 

Nilavrata —eating only by nakta method on every other day for 
a year; sarhvatsaravrata; at end donate a golden blue lotus 
with a vessel full of sugar and a bull; performer reaches the 
world of Vispu ; Mat. 101. 5 q. by KKV 440 (3rd sastivrata), 
HV n. 865 (same verses from Pad. V. 20.47-48). Mat. 
calls it Lllavrata. 

Nrsifnha-jayanti —Vide Narasirhha-caturdasI above and GK 155. 

NTsiinha-dvddail —Same as Narasirhha-dvadasl. 

Nrsimhavrata~on su. 8th, KN 196; vide NarasiihhSstaml above. 

Netrawata—on 2nd tithi of Cai, ^u.; same as Cak^-vrata 
above, 

Paksa —the two halves of a month, respectively called dukla and 
krsna and also purva and apara. The general rule is that 
the sukla paksa is recommended for rites in honour of gods 
and rites for prosperity; while the dark half is recommended 
for rites for deceased ancestors and for magic rites meant 
for a malevolent purpose, VKK 236-237 (quotu^^ Manu 
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m. 278"-9), SM 145, PC 31-32. Further details will be 
added in the next section on ‘ Kala 

Paksavardhint-ekadaii —when purnima or amavasya extends 
over the following pratipad, it is paksavardhini; similarly 
11th tithi is so called when it extends over (on to l2th tithi); 
worship of golden Visnu image; Jdgara with dance and 
music; Pad. VI. 38. 

Paksamndliivrata —(lit. vrata on the joint between two paksas); 
(1) subsisting by ekabhakta method on pratipad; for one 
year; at end of year donate a kapila cow; reaches world of 
Vaisvanara; HV I. 355-57 ; Mat. 101. 82 calls it Sikhivrata 
and VKK 29 quotes Mat.; ( 2 ) eating food served on bare 
earth on 1st tithi; reaps reward of Triratra sacrifice; HV 
I. 357 (from Pad.). 

Pancagka^-purvima —worship of image of purnima-devl; on five 
Full Moon days follow ekabhakta; at end donate five jars 
respectively filled with milk, curds, ghee, honey and white 
sugar; he secures all desired objects; HV II. 195-96 ( quoting 
Bhav. U.). 

Pancapirtdikdr-gaurlvraia —on Bh. su. 3; fast on that day; at 
advent of night four images of Gaurl to be made of wet clay 
and an additional one with five lumps of clay; at each 
prahara worship of the images with a mantra, dhupa, 
camphor, lamp fed with ghee, flowers and naivedya and 
arghya; in the following three praharas different mantras, 
dhupa, naivedya, flowers &o.; next morning honour a 
brahmana and his wife; and the four images of Gaurl are 
carried on the back of a she-elephant or a mare, cast into a 
river, tank or well; HV I. 485-497 (from Pad. Nagara- 
khanda). 

Paflcahhangadala —^the leaves of the five trees, mango, asvattha, 
vata, plaksa and udumbara ( Krtyakalpataru on SantI, 
folio 7a). 

Pajlcamahdpapanaianadvadasi —In the beginning of Sr.; on 12th 
and on Full Moon of Sr. one should perform worship of 
twelve forms of Krsna (such as Jagannatha, Devakisuta) 
and on amavasya offer a meal of sesame, mudga, jaggery 
and rice; five ratnas ( see below) to be donated ; one becomes 
free from the results of five grave sins, as Indra, Ahalya, 
Soma and BaU became free; HV 1 1201-1202 from (Bhav.). 
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Paflcamah^huta-vrata —^begin on Cai. su. 5; fast and worship of 
Hari in the form of the five bhutas viz. the earth, water, fire, 
wind and akasa; one year; at year’s end gifts of garments; 
HV I, 552-553 (from Vi. Dh. IH. 152. 1-11). 

Pancamwrata —on Marg. sn. 5th at sunrise undertake the restric¬ 
tions about vrata; an image of LaksmI made of gold, silver, 
brass, copper or wood prepared or LaksmI be painted on strip 
of cloth; worship with flowers &c. from feet to head of 
LaksmI, honour women ( whose husbands are alive ) with 
flowers, saffron and sweet dishes; donate a prastha of rice 
and vessel full of ghee with ‘ may the heart of Sri be pleased 
for a year with different names of LaksmI in each month; 
donate the image to brahmana; Bhav. U. 37. 38-58. 

Pancamivr(Uas--KKN 87-97 (7 vratas), HV L 537-576 (28 
vratas), KN 186-188, TT 32-34, PC 95-100, VE 192-220. 
The fifth mixed with 4th tithi is to be preferred for all 
pancami upavasas and vratas except NSgapancaml and 
Skandarupavasa; KN 188, NA 44-45, PC 96. 

begin on 5th tithi of Cai. ^(u.; fast on that day 
and worship of conch, discus, mace, lotus and the earth 
drawn in a circle with sandalwood paste; homa; for a year 
on 5th every month; five garments of different colours to be 
donated at year’s end; same reward as Rajasuya; HV H, 
466^7 (from Vi. Dh. IH. 155.1-7 ). 

PaficaratTias —acc. to KKN 366, HK 413 and KR 493 (all 
quoting Kalika ) the five jewels are gold, diamond ( hiraka ), 
sapphire, PaG?ma7*apa (ruby), and pearl; while HV I. 47 
quoting Adityapurana says they are gold, silver, pearl, coral 
and rajavarta (Lapis Lazuli). 

PancaHangcda-vrata —^mentioned in the plate of SilShSra king 
Gandaraditya ( dated sake 1032,1110 A. D.) made on Moon 
eclipse in Vaisakha; JBBRAS voL 13. p. 33. Mat. chap. 283 
describes it at length; on a holy tithi or eclipse or yuglidi 
tithi gift of land along with five ploughs made of hard wood 
and five golden ploughs and ten bulls-all these are to be 
donated. 

Patravrata —Samvatsaravrata; for a year a woman should give 
every day betel leaf with betel-nut and lime to a woman or 
a man; at year’s end gift of a golden or silver betel leaf and 
n. n, 43 
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lime of pearls; she never has ill-luck or evil mouth odour, 
HV n, 864 (from Bhav. U.). 

Patrikapuja —Vide above under Durgapuja p. 161. 

Padadvayavrata —Vide Nandapadadvayavrata above p. 328. 

Paddrthavrafa —begin on 10th of Marg. su.; fast on that day and 
worship of the ten quarters and guardians; one year; at end 
donate a cow; secures desired object; HV I. 967 (from 
Vi. Dh.). 

Padmakayoga —(1) if Sunday falls on 6th tithi mixed with 7th, 

^ it is Padmakayoga equal to one thousand solar eclipses; PC 
105, VR 249; ( 2 ) when the Sun is in Visakha-naksatra and 
the Moon is in Krttika, that is Padmakayoga; HK 679 
(from Sahkha), KV 390 (from Pad. and Visnupurana), KR 
430, SmK 400; KV explains that Sun must be in third pada 
of Visakha and Moon in first pada of Krttika. 

Padmanabhadvadasi —on 12th of Asv. su; a jar should be 
established in which a golden image of Padmanabha (Visnu) 
should be cast; worship of that image with sandalwood 
paste, flowers &c.; donate next day to brahmana; KKV 
333-335, HV 1.1039-41; KR 373-375 ( all quote Var. 49.1-8 
and a few more verses). 

Payo^rrata —(1) subsisting on milk alone for a diksita. Vide ^ 
Satapatha Br. IX. 5.1.1; (2) on each amavasya subsist on 
milk; for one year; at year’s end perform sraddha and 
donate five cows, garments and jars of water; HV H. 254 
(from Pad.); (3) from Pha, su. 1 to 12 subsist on milk for 
pleasing Govinda; SmK 513-514 quoting Bhagavata VUL 
16. 22-62. 

Par aiuramajay anti —Vide under Aksayya-trtlya above pp. 88-89 
and PC 89. 

Parasura7niyastami—-oxi As. su. 8; one of the 14 yatras at 
Purusottama-ksetra; GK 193. 

Parvatas^mi-vrata —worship on 9th the mountains Himavat, 
Hemakuta, Nisadha, Nila, Sveta, Srngavat, Meru, Malya- 
vat, Gandhamadana and also the varsas of Kimpurusa, 
Uttara-kuru; fast on 9th from Cai. su.; for a year; gift of 
silver at year’s end; Vi. Dh. HI. 174. 1-7. 

ParmnaktavTota—dbsQrYQ nakta method on each 15th of a 
month for one year; miscellaneous vrata; Siva deity; at 
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year’s end give dinner to Siva devotees with the words ‘May 
the Lord be pleased’; reaches Siva-loka and never again 
becomes a human being; HV II. pp. 905-6 (from Bhav.). 
For parvan, vide H. of Dh. voL III. p. 737 n. 1425. 

Parvahhubhajana-vrata —one should take his food served on bare 
earth on parva days; Siva deity; reaps the fruit of Atiratra^ 
sacrifice; HV II. 906 (one verse from Pad.). 

Pallavas —the five auspicious pallavas are those of mango, 
asvattha, vata, plaksa and udumbara, acc. to Durgabhaktl- 
tarahgini p. 27; HV I. 47 (quoting Bhav.) says they are 
also called ‘ pancabhahgah’. 

Pavanavrata —(one of the Sastivratas) on 8tk of M. one should 
wear wet garments whole day and donate a cow; goes to 
heaven for a kalpa and then becomes a king. KKV 450 
(from Mat. 101. 78). Magha is a very cold month. 

Pavitraropana-vrata —(investing the image of a deity with a 
sacred cord), HV II. 440-453, HK 881^890; Isanasivagum^ 
devapaddhati, 21st patala, SM 81-90, PC 235^239 deal at 
great length with this. Pavitraropana is supposed to make 
good all defects and mistakes committed in aU pujas and he 
who does not perform this every year does not secure what 
he desires and meets with obstacles; the putting on of 
pavitra in the case of the several gods is done on different 
tithis. In the case of Vasudeva it may be done on the 12th 
of Sr. su. when the Sun is in Karkataka (Grab sign) or on 
the 12th when the Sun is in Simha (Leo) or Kanya (Virgo) 
but not when Sun is in Tula (Libra or Balance). The 
several tithis for Pavitraropana in the case of gods are; 1st 
for Kubera, 2nd-three gods, 3rd Bhavani, 4th ganesa, 5th 
Moon, 6th Kartikeya, 7th Sun, 8th Durga, 9th Matra, 10th 
Vasuki, 11th sages, 12th Visnu, 13th Kamadeva, 14th Siva* 
15th (purnima) Brahma; vide HV H. p. 442 and PC p. 238. 
If one puts on a pavitra on Siva every day, it may be made 
of the leaves of certain trees or flowers or kusas but the 
fixed yearly pavitra for Siva is on the 8th or 14th of any 
of the paksas of As. (the best), Sr. (middling), Bh. (lowest )* 
but only those who desire moksa should do this in dark 
fortnight, others only in bright one. The pavitra may be 
made of gold, silver, copper or silk, of lotus threads or with 
kusas or cotton; the threads should be spun and cut by 
brahmana maidens (best), or ksatriya or vai^fyamaidens 
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(middling), or by sudra ones (lowest). The pavitra should 
have from 100 knots (best) up to eight. Pavitra means 
Yajhopavita and is applied to any string or garland like 
it put on images of gods. In Maharastra it is called 
‘ Porhvatem 

Patalavrata —begin on Cai. kr. 1; for a year; worship of seven 
Patalas (nether regions) in order one after another; taking 
food by nakta method; at end of year light lamps in 
brahman a houses and donate white garments; HV 11. 506- 
507 (quoting Vi. Dh. IH. 158.1-7 ). 

Patravrata —M. su. 11 and 15; fast on 11th; on 15th place in 
a pure spot a golden vessel full of ghee on which a pair of 
hew garments is put; jagara with music and song; take 
the vessel to a Visnu temple in the morning; bathe Visnu 
image with milk &c., worship the image, offer the vessel 
and utter ‘ may Visnu be pleased’, offer substantial naive- 
dya, return home and gratify the acarya; sumptuous dinner 
to acSrya, the blind and poor; KKV 390-91, HV 11. 381-82 
(from Narasiihhapurana). 

P^odakasnana —fast on Uttarasadha-naksatra, bathe the feet of 
the image of Hari on Sravana-naksatra and prepare four 
jars of gold, silver, copper or clay; similarly bathe the feet 
of the images of Sahkarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha; 
iux)eat mantras over the four jars filled with water from a 
well, a spring, a tank, a river and bathe with it; removes 
ill'^luck, all obstacles, diseases and gives fame and progeny; 
HV n, 650-653 ( from Vi. t)h.). 

Papanaiim-dvddaii—When su. 12th has Pusya-naksatra, it i^ 
very holy and is so called; GK 143. 

PUpanasini-saptami—when su. 7th falls on the Hasta nak^trst, 
that is a very holy saptami; worship the Sun on that day; 
performer is freed from all sins and goes to Devaloka; KKV 
145-146, HV I. 740-41 quoting Bhav., Brahmaparva 106. 
4^14. This yoga occurs in Sr. dark half (says HV.). 

Papanasinyekadaii in Pha. when ekadasi has Pusya naksatra 
and Jupiter and when Sun is in Kumbha or Mina or when 
ekadasi is conjoined with Pusya-naksatra, that tithi is 
papanasini; GK 607 (quoting Vayu and Var.), 

PSpamocana-vrata'^ouQ who stays under a Bilva tree for twelve 
days without food is freed from the sin of bhrunahatyS 
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Siva deity; HV II. 396 (from Saurapurana). For 
bhrupahatya, vide H- of Dh. vol. II. p. 148, n. 334 and vol 
in. p. 612 n. 1161. 

Parana or Parana —Vide above pp. 120-121. 

Palicaturdasi-vrata —on 14th tithi of Bh. su.; tithi; Vamna is 
the deity; draw picture of Varuna in a mandala; all varnas 
and women may offer arghya, worship with fruits, flowers, 
all corns, curds &c. in the noon; performer becomes free 
from all sins and secures prosperity; HV H. 130-132 (from 
Bhav. U.). 

Pasa—is 12th tithi; VKK 242, SmK 114. 

Pdsupatavrata —(1) Begin on Cai., make a small linga and bathe 
it with sandalwood water; make a golden lotus and place 
the linga thereon and worship with bilva leaves; lotus 
flowers (white, red, blue ) and other upacaras; this Sivalihga- 
vrata to be observed in all months from Cai.; but in months 
from Vai. lihgas may be respectively made of diamond, 
emerald, pearl, sapphire, ruby, gomeda ( a gem brought from 
the Himalaya and Indus), coral (in K. and Marg.), 
Suryakanta (Sun-stone), crystal; at end of year gift of a coW 
and the letting loose of a bull; or it may be performed only 
for a month, if performer poor; many verses (pp. 202-211 in 
HV) ending with ‘ sa me papam vyapohatu ’ or ‘ vyapohantu 
malam mama ’ or ‘ Devi papamasu vyapohatu' (may he or 
she remove my sin), addressed to several forms of Siva, 
Skanda and others; HV H. 197-212 (from Linga); ( 2) on 
Cai. Full Moon; on preceding I3th honour a worthy acarya* 
make a sankalpa about Pasupatavrata for life, 12 years, 6^ 
3 or one year or for one month or 12 days; homa with ghee 
and fuel sticks; fast on 14th; on 15th homa; then apply 
holy ashes to body with six mantras “ Agniriti bhasma ” 
&c. (Atharvasiras tip. 5 ); HV H. 212-222 (from Vayu-* 
samhita); (3) on 12th of kr. the performer subsists by 
ekabhakta method, on 13th by aydcita method, on 14th by 
nakta and on amavasya fast, gift of golden bull on 1st tithi 
after amavasya; HV H. 455-457 (from Vahnipurana). 

Pasanacaturdasi —on su. 14 when the Sun is in Scotpion 
( Zodiacal sign ); Gaurl to be propitiated by taking as food 
after evening lumps of flour resembling stones; KV 470, 
VKK 483, TT 124 (from Bhav.). 

Pithori Amav^ya —Sr, kr. 30, 
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Pitrvrata —(1) on each amavasya for a year; performer subsists 
on milk alone, performs at end of year sraddha and donates 
five cows or garments with jars full of water; saves 100 
ancestors and goes to Visnuloka; KKV 443 ( 16th Sastivrata 
from Mat. 101. 39-30 ); (3) from Cai. kr. pratipad; for 

seven days worship of seven groups of pitrs called 
Agnisvatta, Barhisadah &c.; for a year or 13 years; 
HV n. 505-506 (from Vi. Dh. III. 157. 1-7, which 
is a Saptamurtivrata); (3) Vi. Dh. III. 189. 1-5; 
(4) from Cai. kr. 15; fast and Sraddha of seven groups 
of pitrs; for a year; HV 11. 355 from Visnupurana ); (5 ) on 
amavasya offering to pitrs of sesame and water in which kusas 
are dipped and fast for performer; HV II. 353 (from Var.); 
(6) worship of pitrs with pindaa; homa with streams of 
ghee and fuel-sticks and curds, milk, food &c.; pitrs confer 
progeny, wealth, long life &;c.; HV II. 254 ( from Bhav.). 

PipUakordvadasi —onVai.su. 12; image of Kesava should be 
bathed in cold water and worship with upacaras of gandha^ 
flowers &c.; gift of four jars filled with water in the first 
year, of eight jars in the 3nd, of 13 jars in the 3rd year and 
of 16 jars in the 4th; daksina of gold; so named after a 
brahmana called Pipitaka; VKV 19-30, VKK 352-258, 
TT 114. 

Pisacacaturdaii —on Cai. kr. 14th; worship of Sankara and 
utsava at night; Nikumbha worships Sankara on that day, 
therefore Nikumbha should be honoured and bali ( offering) 
should be made to pisacas in cowpens, rivers, roads, peaks 
&c.; NM 55-56, verses 674-681. 

Pisdca^mocana —(1) on Marg, su. 14, bath near Kapardlsvara 
in Kia^I and worship; distribution of food there; every 
year; performer becomes free from liability to become a 
pisaca; PC 247-48. (2) SmK 108; on bathing in the 
Ganges and giving dinner to brahmanas on Cai. su. 14th, 
when it falls on Tuesday; person is freed from being a pisaca* 

PistaiuTiavrata—on every 9th tithi to subsist only on flour; 
begin on MahanavamI; for nine years; Gauri deity; secures 
all desires; TT 59, VKK 40-41. 

Pundarlkayajnaprdpti —^worship Vanina, lord of waters, on 12th; 
he secures fruit of Pundarika sacrifice; HV I 1204 (only 
one verse). Vanaparva 30,117 shows it was a great yajfia 
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like Asvamedha and Eajasuya, Vide Asvalayana &auta- 
sutra (uttarasatka IV. 4) for Pundarikayaga. 

Pimjakavrata —described in Harivamsa II. 77-79, Brahmavai- 
varta III, chap. 3 and 4; begin on M. su. 13; for one year: 
worship of Hari. 

Piitrakamavrata —(1) on Bh. purnima; a sonless man should after 
performing putresti sacrifice in his house. enter a cavern 
where Rudra is supposed to have dwelt, should offer homa to 
Rudra, Parvati, Nandi and worship and observe fast; feed 
his helpers and then himself and his wife, and circumam¬ 
bulate the cave and make his wife listen to divine legends 
(about Rudra), should make his wife subsist for three days 
on rice and milk; even a barren wife may then get a son; he 
should then prepare a golden, silver or iron image of Siva, 
about a pradesa in length (the distance between the thumb 
and forefinger fully stretched), worship it, heat it in fire, place 
it in vessel and perform abhiseka over it with a prastha of 
milk and make his wife drink that milk; KKTV 374^376 
(from Brah,), HV 11.171-72 (same verses from Pad.); (2 ) 
on Jy. paurnamasi; tithivrata; a jar filled with white rice 
grains, covered with white cloth, marked with white sandal* 
wood paste and with gold inside should be established; on it 
a copper vessel with jaggery should be placed; on the vessel 
image of Brahma and Savitrl should be placed and wor¬ 
shipped with gandha See, ; next morning donate the jar to a 
brahmana; brahmanas should be fed and he himself may 
take food but without salt; this should be done every 
month for a year; in the 13th month donate ghrtadhenu 
with bedstead and golden and silver images of Brahma and 
Savitrl respectively; homa with white sesame and repeat 
names of Brahma; the performer (man or woman) becomes 
free from sins, secures excellent sons; KKV 376-378 (calls 
it Putrakamyavrata), HV 11. 173-74 (same verses from 
Padma), KR 193-195 (from Pad.). For ghrtadhenu, vide 
H. of Dh. voL IL p. 880. 

Putradavidhi —Sunday when it falls on Rohini or Hasta 
naksatra is called Putrada; fast on that day; worship of the 
Sun with flowers &c.; performer to sleep in front of Sun's 
image; he should mutter Mahasveta mantra ( Hrim Krim 
sah); next day he should offer arghya with karavlra flowers 
and red candana to the Sun and to Sunday and perform 
parvarui sraddha and should eat the middle pinda {out of 
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three); KKV 15-16, HVH. 524 (calls it Pura-putrada^vidhi). 
In HV it is not so elaborate as in KKV. 

Putrapraptivrata—{ 2 i) on 6th of Vai. worship of Skanda after 
fast on 5th; tithi; for a year; Skanda has four forms ( or 
naimes) viz. Skanda, Kumara, Visakha and Guha; one 
desirous of son, wealth or health secures his desire; HV 
1.628 (from Vi. Dh.); (2) on Sr. Purnima; tithi; Sahkarl 
(Durga) is devata; one desirous of sons, learning, kingdom, 
fame should perform this; manufacture a sword or padukas 
or image of Devi of gold or silver and on an auspicious 
naksatra place it on a vedi (altar) on which barley shoots 
have grown and homa has been performed; various fruits 
and flowers be offered to her; Vidyamantra set out in HV 
IL 232; HV H. 230-233 (from Devipurana). 

Putravrata--'{1) same as * Putra-kamavrata ’ (1); HV H. 171-72 ; 
(2) after bath in the morning twilight, touch a pippala tree 
and donate a vessel full of sesame; destroys all sins; HV II, 
883 (from Bhav. U.) 

Putra$aptamt—{ 1) on 7th of M. and kr.; worship of the Sun 
on both saptamis after fast on 6th and homa; one year; 
secures son, wealth, fame and health; KKV 166-67, HV L 
738-739 (both quote Adityapurana), VR255; (2)onBh. 
su. and kr, 7; sahkalpa on 6th and fast on 7th; worship of 
Visnu with mantras containing name of Visnu; on 8th 
worship of Visnu with Gopala mantras and homa with 
sesame; one year; at year’s end donate a pair of dark cows; 
secures son and freedom from all sins; KKV 224-225, HV 
I. 724-25 (same verses from Var. 63. 1-7). 

Putriyavrata—on 8th tithi of kr. after Bh. Pull Moon; fast on 
that day; bathe image of Grovinda in one prastha of ghee, 
then with honey, curds, milk one after another and bathe it 
with water mixed with sarvaumdhi ; then apply to the image 
unguents such as sandalwood paste, saffron, camphor; wor¬ 
ship image with flowers and other upacdras ; homa with 
Purusasukta (Rg, X. 90); then one who wants a son or a 
daughter should make a meal of fruits denoted by words in 
the masculine or feminine gender respectively; for one 
year; performer secures all objects; HV I. 844-45 (from Vi. 
DtuH. 55.1-12). 

Putrm’Sapta?ni~Qn 7th of Marg. §u.; worship of Sun; he should 
subsist on havisya food that day; on next day worship Sun 



List of vratas 


345 


with upacaras from gandha and follow nakta that day; for 
one year; HV L 789-90 (from Vi. Dh.). Putriya means 
‘that confers a son*. 

Putriydnantavrata —begin in Marg.; for a year in each month 
on the naksatra which gives a name to the month, the per¬ 
former should fast and worship Visnu, specially his twelve 
limbs one after another in twelve months e. g. left knee in 
Marg., left side of waist in P. and so on; in each group of 
four months flowers of different colours and bath with cow 
urine, milk and curds in the three periods of four months 
from Marg.; japa of the name of Ananta in all months 
and same name in homa; at end dinner and daksina to 
brahmana; he secures his desire such as for son, wealth, 
means of subsistence &c.; Vi. Dh. I. 173. 

Putrotpattivrata —This is a naksatra vrata; bath in Yamuna on 
each Sravapa-naksatra for a year; this confers a son as 
Parasara, son of Sakti and grandson of Vasistha, got; KKV 
409 (from Brah.), HV 11. 649-50 (same verses from 
Adityapurana )* 

Purascarana-saptami-^on M. su. 7, when there is Sunday and 
the Sun is in Makara (Capricorn); worship of Sun’s image 
with red flowers, arghya and gandha &c.; drinking of 
pancagavya; for one year; in each month, flowers, dhupa 
and naivedya different; he becomes free from the effects of 
all sins; HV L 805-810 (from Skanda, Nagarakhanda). 
Parascarana contains five elements, viz. japa, worship and 
homa, tarpana (satiating with water), abhiseka (sprinkling 
or pouring water) and honouring brahmanas; vide Smk 74. 

Puravasravavavidhi —HV II. 997—1002. 

Purusottamayatra —^The twelve ydtras of Purusottama at 
Jagannathapuri are described in GK pp. 183-190, viz. 
Snana, Gundica, Harisayana, Daksinayana, Parsvapari- 
vartana, TJtthapanaikadasI, Pravaranotsava, Pusyabhiseka, 
Uttarayana, Dolayatra, DamanakacaturdasI, Aksayyatrtlyir. 

Pulika-bandhana —Puskara fair on K. su. 15; KSS 7. 

Puspadvitiyd —Begin on 2nd tithi of K. su; tithivrata; for a 
year; Asvins are deity; one should subsist on flowers fit for 
divine worship on each 2nd su. tithi; at end donate flowers 
made of gold and a cow; performer enjoys happiness with 

H. n. 44 
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wife and sons; KKV 40-41, HV I. 381-83 (both quote 
Bhav. 1.19. 81-89). 

Puspastami —on 8th of Sr. su.; tithivrata; Siva deity; for a 
year; in each month different flowers, different naivedya 
and different names of Siva; KKV 235-238, HV I. 837-839 
(both from Bhav ). 

Vusyavrata —It is a naksatravrata; in the northern passage of 
the Sun in a bright fortnight a person desiring prosperity 
should fast at least one night and should cook a sthalipaka 
(dish of barley or rice cooked in milk) and worship Kubera 
(the god of riches) and should give a dinner to a brahmana 
from the remnants of the boiled food mixed with clarified 
butter and should induce the brahmana to pronounce a 
benediction ‘May there be prosperity’; this should be 
repeated every day till the next coming of the pusya- 
naksatra: he should feed two, three and four brahmanas on 
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th coming of Pusya; this increase (in the 
number of brahmanas to be fed in each month) should be 
carried on for a year; the performer should fast on the first 
Pusya and not on every recurring Pusya; the result is that 
the performer is endowed with great prosperity; Ap. Dh. S. 
n. 8. 20, 3-9 and sutras 10-22 lay down certain restrictive 
rules of conduct. This is q. and explained by KKV 399-400, 
HV IL 628. 

Pu^asnana —is a santi described in HV H. 600-628, Br. S. 47. 
1-87, Kalikapurana 89. The Eatnamala ( VI. 70 ) says ‘ As 
the lion is the most powerful among quadrupeds, so is Pusya 
most powerful of all naksatras and all undertakings begun 
on it succeed even though the moon be unfavourable, 

Pusyadv^asi —When Pusya naksatra occurs on Dvadasi, the 
moon and Jupiter are in conjunction and the Sun is in the 
sign of Kumbha ( Aquarius), one should offer worship to 
Brahma, Hari and Siva or Vasudeva alone. RM verses 
1375-1377, folio 80b (vide ABORI vol. 36 p. 333 for these). 

Pusyabhi^ka is one of the twelve yatras of Purusottaraa per¬ 
formed every year when in P. the Full Moon tithi has 
Pusya naksatra; GK 189. 

Piisyarkadvadasi —when the Sun is in Pusya—naksatra on a 
dvadasi, worship Janardana; this removes all sins; even if 
Pusya-naksatra is not there on 12th tithi, the procedure 
should be followed; fast on 11th and donate a vessel full 
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of ghee on 12th; KKV 351, HV ]. 1176-77, S. Pr folio 22a 
( all quote Devipurana ), 

Purnahuti —to be offered standing ( and never sitting ) with the 
mantra ‘ Murdhanam divo ’ ( Pg. VI» 701, V, S. 7.24, Tai. S. 
I. 4. 13.1). Vide XT 100 and Krtyakalpataru (on Santika, 
folio 8a). 

Puja —vide above pp. 34-36 for the upacaras; in most vratas five 
upacaras are enjoined viz. gandha, puspa, dhupa, dipa and 
naivedya. There are many rules about certain flowers &c, 
not being employed in the worship of certain gods and 
goddesses such as no durva in worship of Purga, no bilva 
leaves for the Sun. In mahabhiseka water should be poured 
with a conch except in the worship of Siva and Surya. For 
general pujavidhi common to all vratas, vide VR 47-49. 

Purnimavrata —(1) all purnimas should be honoured with 
flowers, sandalwood paste, dhupa &c. and the house-wife 
should take a meal only at night; if unable to observe the 
Vrata on all purnimas, it should be done at least on K. su. 
15th; Uma to be worshipped; HV 11. 243 (from Vi. Dh.); 
( 2 ) on Sr. Full Moon one should fast, control senses and 
go through a hundred pranayamas; one becomes free from 
all sins; HV IL 244; ( 3 ) on K. Full Moon a woman should 
draw on the house or park wall Uma and Siva; worship of 
these two with gandha &c. and offer particularly sugarcane 
or products of sugarcane juice; she should eat in nakta way 
without sesame oil; she would enjoy saubhagya; HV H. 244 
(from Visnudharma). ‘ Purnima ’ is derived by Ksl- 

rasvamin as ‘ puranam purnih, purnim mimite purnima** 
Vide HK 311 quoting Mat. and Br. for derivation. 

Purriimavratas —Vide under Paurnamasivratas. 

Purvahna —^Vide p, 267 under ‘ ahan ’ for what should be done oii 
it and Manu IV. 152, Anusasana 104. 23 (almost same as 
Manu ), Visnupurana HI. 11. 22. 

Pfthivlvrata —worship of Earth as goddess; HV, I. 574 ( only one 
verse). 

Paurandaravrota —on 5th a person should make the figure of ati 
elephant from sesame cake, deck it with gold and also a 
rider with a goad, cover elephant with red garments and 
rest its tusk on a copper vessel or kunda and donate it to a 
brahmana and his wife with garlands and ornaments, ear- 
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rings and unsullied garments; the person would long dwell 
in Indraloka; HV SGT-SGS (from Bhav. U.). 

Paurusapratipad-vrata —begin on Cai. su. 1st tithi; tithi-vrata; 
the performer standing in holy water should contemplate on 
Visnu, should offer worship with gandha and the rest and 
recite Purusasukta (Pg. X. 90. I^IG); for a year on both 
paksas; HV I. 344 (from Vi. Dh. III. 128.1-7). 

Paurnamasl —Many grants on the Full Moon days of M., K., 
Jy., and As ; vide E. I. voL VII, Appendix Xos. 26-28, 30, 
32, 33, 3G from sake G08 to 635 (686 to 723 A. D.). The 
word ‘paurnamasl’ is derived as ‘purno mah (‘mas’ means 
‘moon’) purnamah, tatra bhava paurnamasl (tithih)’ or 
‘ purno maso vartate asyam-iti paurnamasl ’; HV II. 160 
says ‘purnamaso bhaved yasyam purnaraasi tatah smrta’ 
(quoting Bhav. U.). Vide above p. 66 (purnamasad-an &c*). 
When the Moon and Jupiter are seen together (in the same 
naksatra) on a Full Moon day, that Paurnamasl is called 
great (Maha), gifts and fasts on such a paurnamasl yield 
inexhaustible merit (V, Dh. 49. 9-10 q. by KR pp. 430-431 
and KKN 373); vide KY 346-347, HK 640, VKK 77 and 
Vi. Dh. I. 60. 21 for a similar verse. Such a paurnamasl is 
called maha-caitrl, maha-kartikl, maha-pausl &c. Vide Cintra 
pra^asti of Sarahgadeva (of 20-1-1287 A. D.) for provision 
made for festival of Caitra full Moon and Bhadrapada Pull 
MooUj in E. I. voL I. p. 271 at p. 279. When Paurnamasl 
or Amavasya is tirfcMa the tithi mixed with 1st tithi is to 
be accepted except in case of Vatasavitri; KN 300-301, 
KTV 59-61, PC 281. 

Paurnamasi-krlya—YidQ KN 300-307, VKK 77-81, TT 133, SM 
104-116, SmK 270-71. 

Paurnamasi-vratas —^Vide Agni 194, KKV 374-385 (only five), 
HV H 160-245 (about 38 ), SmK 432-439, PC 211-314, VB 
587-645. Some unimportant matters about Full Moon tithi 
are mentioned here. On As. purnima, ascetics ( yatis ) are 
to shave their heads and not to shave during cdturmasya^ 
they are to stay in one place for four or two months from 
Asadhi and perform Vyasapuja (PC 284); on Sr. purnimS 
Updkarma\ on Bh. Pull Moon sraddha to be performed for 
Ndndtmukha pitrs; on M. purnima donate sesame; in Pha. 
theft of firewood allowed to boys from su. 5th to 15th and 
fire is to be set to such wood on 15th (PC 309); V. Dh. (90. 
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3-5) provides that if on Full Moon of P. there is Pusya- 
naksatra and a man bathes Vasudeva image in ghee and 
himself applies white mustard paste to his body and bathes 
with water mixed with sarvausadhi and fragrant things and 
worships the image with mantras of Visnu, Indra and 
Brhaspati he prospers (q. by KR 484). 

Pausavratas—KR 474-^486, VKK 487-490, NS 211-12, SmK 
432-439; some matters are briefly mentioned here. Stream of 
clarified butter in P. on Siva (linga) from a vessel with 
song, dance and instrumental music and with illuminations 
makes the performer free from all sins and takes him 
to Sivaloka (KR 478); on P. su. 8th with Wednesday, bath, 
japa, homa, feeding brahmanas in worship of Siva yields 
merit thousands of times (NS 211); fast on P. 9th of both 
paksas and worship of Durga thrice in the day, nakta for 
whole month and bathing Durga image in ghee, feeding 
eight maidens and worship of Durga image made of flour, 
lead a man to Durga-loka (KR 477 from Bhav.). 

PausHka —Br. S. 2 enumerates among the qualifications of the 
sarhvatsara (astrologer) that he should be well-versed in the 
santika and paustike rites. The difference between the two 
is: Paustika rites are homa and the like performed for longe¬ 
vity, while Santika rites are homa and the like performed 
for averting threatened evil influence of planets and danger 
foreboded by unusual occurrences like comets, meteor showers 
&c.; NA 48. KKN 254 states that Santi means the removal 
of worldly calamities by means of acts in accordance with 
Dharma (or Dharmasastra), 

Praktrnaka —(miscellaneous) vratas—^Vide KKV 452-468,HV IL 
868-1002, KR 540-593, KN 326-358, VKK 533-564. Most of 
these will be dealt with separately, 

Prakrtipurum-vrata —on Cal 1 fast, on 2nd worship of Agili 

with Purusasukta (Rg. X. 90) with gandha &c.; Purusa and 
Prakrti are identical with Agni and Soma and the same are 
Vasudeva and Laksmi; worship LaksmI with Srlsukta; gifts 
of gold, silver and copper; performer to subsist on milk and 
ghee; for a year; secures all desires and the road to 
moksa; HV L pp. 391-92 (from Vi. Dh. HI. 129.1-6). 

Prajapativrata —in the Sankhayana Br. VL 6 it is said ‘he 
should not see the Sun rising or setting’. These rales are 
called Prajapativrata by Sahara on Jai IV* I. 3 and he 



350 


History of DharmasUstra [ Sec. I, Ch. XIII 


declares that they are ‘purusartha’ and not * kratvartha 
(2) In the Prasnopanisad 1.13 and 15 it is said ‘ day is the 
prana and the night the food of Prajapati and those who have 
sexual intercourse by day attack prana while those that have 
it by night are observing brahmacarya; that those who 
observe the Prajapati-vrata produce children (a son and a 
daughter).’ In Prasna I 15 Prajapativrata means indulging 
in sexual intercourse only at night; this meaning is different 
from that given by Sahara. 

Pratipachvratas —Agni 176 (only two vratas), KKV 35-40, 
HV I 335-365; KN 140-149, PC 56-81, VR 49-78, HK 614 
(quoting Bhav.) say the 1st tithis of Cai., K. and Asv. are 
the holiest (also HV II. 350). If Pratipad is viddha all 
danas should be performed on 1st mixed with 2nd (KN 140). 

Pratirnavrata —begin on 14th of K, su; tithi; for one year; TJma 
and Siva deities; images should be made of rice flour; 
hundreds of lighted lamps, saffron to be applied to the 
images, dhupa to be guggulu; 108 offerings of milk and 
ghee; HV II. 57-58 (from Kalottara). 

Prathamastami —This is the first of the 14 yatras of Bhuvane- 
svara; on Marg. kr. 8; for increase of the life of the first 
child; Ganesa and Varuna are worshipped and then bowing 
to Bhuvanesvara; GK 115-116,191. 

Pradiptanavami —on 9th of Asv. su.; tithivrata; for a year; 
worship Devi with mantra of 16 syllables (om maha- 
bhagavatyai Mahisasuramardinyai hum phat) and worship 
Siva by offering in fire a lump of guggulu; one should take 
on that day as much food as can be eaten while a grass fire¬ 
brand, only one cubit in length held between the thumb and 
forefinger being lighted, does not go out; HV I. 899-900 
(from Devipurana). 

Pradosa —Vide p. 102 above on Nakta. 

Pradosavrata —in the first quarter of the night of 13th tithi, he 
who sees (image of) Siva with an offering (or present) 
becomes free from all sins. HV IL 19 (from Bhav; one 
verse). 

Prapadanar-hQgin on Cai. Su. 1; distribute to all for four 
months water; pitrs become satiated; PC 57, SmK 89 
(quoting Apararka). 

Prabodha —rising of Visnu and other gods from sleep in K. 
Vide pp. 109-111 above. 
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Prabha-^vrafa —’one who fasts for a half month and then donates 
two Kapila cows goes to Brahmaloka and is honoured by 
gods; Mat. 101. 54 q. by KKV 447, HV n. 884-85 
(from Pad.). This is 33rd Sastivrata in KKV. 

Pratah-snana —(bath in early morning) BB (p, 350 verse 1530 ) 
and RM (verse 1361, ABORI vol. 36 p. 33 ) state that one 
should always bathe early morning when the Sun is in Tula 
( Balance ), Makara ( Capricorn ) and Mesa ( Ram ). This 
is quoted by KR 149 from RM and by VKK 240 (from 
Bhav.); V. Dh. 64. 8 directs that one who undertakes pratah- 
snana must bathe when he sees eastern quarter suffused with 
the rays of Arupa. 

Prajapatyavrata —one who at the end of Krcchra penance donates 
a cow and feeds brahmanas acc. to ability goes to the place 
of Sankara; Mat. 101. 66 q. by KKV 448, HV II. 883 (from 
Pad.). This is 44th Sastivrata in KKV, 

Praptivrata —one who follows ekabhakta way for a year and 
then donates a jar full of water and food goes to Sivaloka 
for the period of a Kalpa; Mat. 101. 55 q. by KKV 447 (34th 
Sastivrata); HV II. 866 (from Pad.). 

Praixiranasasthi —on Marg. su. 6, one should offer to gods and 
brahmanas some thing ( such as a blanket) as protection 
against cold; GK 84. 

Pravaranotsava —one of the twelve yatras of Purusottama on 
Marg. su. 6; GK 189. 

Prltivrata —one who omits taking oil bath for four months from 
Asadha and then donates food with condiments goes to 
Visnuloka; Mat. 101. 6 q. by KKV 40. 

Pretacaturdasi —on 14 of K. kr., the vrata is begun to be per¬ 
formed at night; if in addition there is Tuesday and Citra 
naksatra, the merit is far greater; Siva is deity; if I4th is 
viddha, the day on which 14th exists at night is to be 
preferred; fast on 14th and worship of Siva and dinner to 
devotees of Siva and gifts; by bath in Ganges on this tithi, 
one becomes free from all sins; one should whirl over one’s 
head a twig of apamarga plant and engage in tarpana of 
Yama uttering his names (14 in all); one should light rows 
of lamps on a river, in temples of Brahma, Visnu and Siva, 
houses where four roads meet; the performer reaches Siva¬ 
loka together with 21 generations of his family; on this tithi 
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firebrands are lighted for persons of the family that died by 
wounds from arms and for others on amavasya; the perfor¬ 
mer listens to the story called Pretopakhyana ( of five pretas 
which a brahmana met in a desert) set out from Sarhvat- 
sarapradlpa (in VKK 461-467 ) which was narrated by 
Bhisma to Yudhisthira about the actions by which a man 
is reduced to the condition of a preta ( a disembodied spirit, 
a ghost), and the actions which relieve him from that 
condition; the performer should also partake of 14 vegetables 
that are enumerated in Krtyacintamani set out in Introduc¬ 
tion (p. XIII) to V ivada-cintamani ( G. O. S.); RM 1338- 
1345, ABORIvoL 36 pp. 328-329, VKK 459-467 (which 
quotes on p. 460 two verses viz. 1343-1344 from RM ), KT 
474, SM 100, SmK 371, PC 242-243, TT p. 124 and KT 45, 
set out the fourteen vegetables. This was probably named 
PretacaturdasI because Pretopakhyana was to be recited 
on it. 

Phdalrtitja--hQ^m on 3rd tithi of ^lu.; for one year; Devi 
(Durga) is deity: for all, but mostly for women; donate 
fruits, while performer gives up fruits and follows nakta 
method and mostly partakes of wheat and several kinds of 
pulse (such as gram, mudga, masa, &a ); result no lack of 
wealth and foodgrains and no ill-luck, HV I. 500 (from 
Pad. Prabhasakhanda). 

Phcdatyaga-vrata—'BQEiri in Marg. su. on 3rd, 8th, 12th, or 14th 
tithi for a year; Siva deity; performer to avoid taking all 
fruits a year except 18 dhanyas; should prepare golden 
image of Rudra with his bull and of Dharmaraja; should 
make golden replicas of 16 kinds of fruits (such as 
kusmanda, mango, badara, banana ), 16 silver ones of other 
smaller ones ( such as amalaka, udumbara, cardamom ); 16 
copper ones of other fruits (such as tamarind, inguda) J 
should place on a heap of dhanya two jars full of water 
covered with cloth and prepare a bed-stead; all these together 
with a cow should be donated to a brahmana and his wife at 
year s end; if unable to give all he may donate only the 
metal fruits, the jars and golden images of Siva and Dharma; 
performer remains in Rudraloka for thousands of yugas; 
Mat. 96. 1-25 (q. by HV H. 906-909, KKV 436-439.) 

Phalarrata (1) give up partaking of big fruits (like jack 
fruit and kusmanda) for four months from As. and donate 
in K. same fruits made of gold with a pair of cows; Sun 
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deity; performer is honoured in the world of Sun; Mat 101. 
62 (one of the Sastivratas) q. by KKV 448, HV n. 818 
(from Pad., one half verse being different from Mai ); ( 2 ) 
KN140 quotes Brah. ( 2 J verses ); on Bh. su. 1 the performer 
observing silence should cook three kinds of fruits (16 in 
each group) and offer them to god and donate to a 
brahmana. 

phalasasthivrata —begin observing niyamas on 5th of Marg. su.; 
on 6th prepare a golden lotus and one golden fruit; on 6th 
at midday he should place the lotus and fruit with sugar 
on a vessel of clay or copper and offer worship with flowers 
&c. and observe fast; on 7th all these should be donated 
with the words ‘May the Sun be pleased with me’; he 
should give up one fruit till the next 5th of dark half; this 
should be repeated for a year ( viz. gift of golden lotus and 
fruit and giving up one fruit till kr. 5th); in each month 
on 7th one of twelve names of the Sun to be repeated; per¬ 
former is freed from all sins and is honoured in Sun’s world; 
HV I. 602-604 (from Bhav. U. 39. 1-12). 

Phalasankrantivrata —on a sahkranti day worship after bath the 
Sun with flowers &c. and donate to a brahmana a vessel 
filled with sugar and eight fruits; then worship a golden 
image of the Sun placed on a jar with flowers &c.; HV II. 
736 (from Skanda). 

Phalasaptaml —(1) on Bh. su. 7th fast and worship of the Sun; 
on 8th morning worship the Sun and donate to brahmanas 
dates, cocoanut fruits and fruits and say ‘May 

the sun be pleased’; performer to eat (on 8th) one small 
fruit with the mantra ‘May all my desires be fulfilled’ and 
he may eat only fruits to his heart’s content but nothing 
else; this to be done for a year; the vrata endows performer 
with sons and grandsons; KKV 204-205, HV I. 701-702 
(both quote Bhav. 1.215. 24-27); (2) on Bh. ^u. 4th, 5th 
and 6th the performer should respectively observe ayacita, 
ekabhakta and fast, worship Sun with gandha &c. and 
should sleep at night in front of the altar on which sun 
image is placed; on 7th after sun worship offer naivedya of 
fruits, feed brahmanas and eat food himself; if unable to 
procure fruits he should cook flour of rice or wheat mixed 
with ghee and jaggery and nutmeg bark and nagakesara as 
naivedya; this to be carried on for a year; at end he may, 
H. D. 45 
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if able, donate golden fruits, a cow with calf, a field, a 
a mansion, clothes, copper vessel and coral; if poor feed 
brahmanas on fruits and powdered sesame and donate silver 
fruits; performer is freed from poverty and hardship and 
goes to world of Sun; KKV 117-121, HV L 731-734 (from 
Bhav. I. 64. 36-61; (3) on Marg. su. 5 observe niyamas, on 
6th fast, donate a golden lotus and a fruit with sugar with 
‘may the Sun be pleased with me’; on 7th feed brahmanas 
on meal with milk; he should give one kind of fruit from 
this day to kr. 5th; do this for a year using different names 
of Sun in each month; at year’s end honour a brahmana and 
his wife with clothes, jar, sugar, golden lotus and fruit; 
performer becomes free from sins and goes to suryaloka; Mat. 
76. 1-13 q. in KKV 213-214 (without name), HV I. 743-44 
(from Pad. V. 21. 249-262). 

Phalaharaharipriyairata —Vi. Dh. III. 149. 1-10 (This is a 
caturmurtivrata); begin fast for three days on Visuva day 
in Vasanta and worship Vasudeva; for three months Vasu- 
devapuja every day; then for three months subsist on fruits; 
then in sarad Visuva fast for three months, andPradyumna 
worship; subsist on yavaka; at end of year gifts to brah¬ 
manas ; goes to Visnuloka. 

Phdlguna-krtya—HN H. 797-799, KR 515-531; VKK 506-517; 
NS 222-229; SmK 513-519. 

It may be noted that generally all the grand annual festivals 
in big and small temples in South India are celebrated in 
Phalguna. 

A few minor matters are noted here; On Pha. su. 8 worship 
of LaksmI and Sita with gandha &c. (KKN 441-443, KR 527, 
quoting Brah.) On Pha. purnima if there be Phalguni-naksatra 
one should donate a bedstead with good coverlets and thereby 
one secures a beautiful wife that brings a fortune (V. Dh. 90.); 
as Aryaman was born of Aditi and Kasyapa and the Moon from 
Atri and Anasuya on Pha. purnima, both the Sun and Moon 
should be worshipped at moonrise and songs, dance and music 
should be indulged in; KR 530, quoting Brah. and KKN 443; 
on this purnima a temple festival is held in South India called 
Uttira. 

Phalgtinasraici'yadtadasi —^when Dvadasi has sravana-naksatra, 
fast and worship Hari; NM p. 52, verses 626-627. 
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Bakapaflcaka —The five days from K. su. 11 when Visnu rises 
from sleep up to K. purnima are so called and it is stated 
that even a crane would not eat a fish in these days; there¬ 
fore men should abstain from meat-eating during these days; 
KV 338, KR 4*^5, VKK 479, KT 454. 

Bakulamavasya —on P. amavasya, the pitrs are to be satiated 
with bakula flowers and milk boiled with rice grains and 
sugar; GK 446. 

Balipratipad —vide pp. 201-204 above. The Junagad Inscription 
of Skanda-gupta refers to Visnu’s bringing back Laksmi for 
Indra from Bali (vide Gupta Inscriptions pp. 59,62). 

Balipralipad-rathayatra-vrata —on K. su. 1; fast on preceding 
amavasya, Agni and Brahma are the deities; on a ratha 
(car) Agni should be worshipped, the ratha should be 
drawn by learned brahmanas at the instance of a brahmana 
performer and should be taken round the town; to the right 
side of Brahma image of Savitri; car should be stopped at 
different places and waving of lights should be done; all 
those who take part in this yatra, who draw the car, who 
light lamps, who look at it with devotion-all reach the 
highest place; K. su. 1 is Balipratipad and so this rathayatra 
is so called; HV I. 345-347 (from Bhav.) 

Bastatriratra-vrata —In Cai. offer to the sun for three days three 
white lotuses on each day and observe nakta every day for 
three days; donate five milk-yielding she-goats with some 
gold to a brahmana; this removes all diseases and the per¬ 
former is not born again; HV H 323 (from Bhav. U.). 

Bahuld —Bh. kr. 4 is so called in Central India; cows to be 
honoured and one should partake of cooked yavas; NS 123, 
VKD 67. 

Balavrata —^giving a bull and kusmanda, gold and garment 5 
Pad, III. 5.14 and 31-32; man or woman that killed a child 
in a former life or did not save a child though able becomes 
childless and should donate a kusmanda with garments and 
a bull with gold. 

BMenduvrata or Bdlendudvittyar'vrata —on Cai. su. 2; bath in 
evening in a river, draw a figure to represent the moon's 
crescent, worship it with white flowers and naivedya of best 
food and products of sugarcane juice; after worship perfonner 
himself to eat food; he should give up food fried in oil; one 
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year; he secures blessedness and goes to heaven; HV L 
380-82 ( quoting Vi. Dh. HI. 131.1-7 ), SmK 90. 

Bilvatriratravrata —on Jy. purnima with Jyestha-naksatra one 
should bathe with water mixed with mustard seeds, then 
sprinkle water on bilva tree and worship it with gandha &c.; 
for one year one should subsist by ekabhakta way; at year’s 
end one should approach bilva tree with bamboo vessel full 
of sand or full of barley, rice, sesame &:c. and worship 
images of Uma and Mahesvara with flowers &c., address 
bilva tree with a mantra praying for absence of widowhood 
and for wealth, health, sons &c.; homa with a thousand 
bilva leaves; make a bilva tree of silver with golden fruits; 
jagara for three days from 13th to purnima with fast; bath 
next morning and honouring the acarya with garments, 
ornaments &c. and feeding 16, 8 or 4 householders with their 
wives; by this vrata tJma, Laksmi, Saci, Savitri and Sita 
respectively secured as husbands Siva, Krsna, Indra, Brahma 
and Rama; HV II. 308-312 (from Skanda), SmK 123-124 
(simply copies HV), 

Bilvarotaka^vrata —see Rotakavrata. 

Bilvolak^vrata —a man or a woman may begin in Sr. ,Vai., 
M. or K. and burn every day three thousand bilva wicks 
(wicks of cotton thread spun by the woman herself and 
dipped in ghee or sesame oil) placed in a copper vessel in 
honour of Siva in a temple or on the Ganges or in cowpen 
or near a brahmana; a lakh or crore of wicks may be 
prepared; all may be burnt in a single day if possible; 
Udyapana on a purnima; VKD 398-403. 

Bilvaiakhapuja—on Asv. su. 7; SM 23 and VR 248; vide p. 160 
under Durgotsava. 

Buddhajanmamahotsava —on Vai. su. when the Moon is in Pusya- 
naksatra an image should be established with texts uttered 
by Sakya and the temple should be white-washed; for three 
days naivedya and gifts to poor people; NM pp. 66-67, verses 
809-816, It should be noted that in NM also Buddha is 
declared to be an avatara of Visnu in Kaliyuga. Buddha’s 
Parinirvana took place in Kartika according SarvastivS- 
dins and in Vai^kha according to Ceylonese tradition. 
Vide Bajaur casket inscription of Menander’s reign in E. I. 
voL 24 p, 6. 
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huddhadvadasl —in Sr. su. 13; tithi; worship of golden image of 
Buddha with gandha &c ; donate it to a brahmana; 
Suddhodana did this vrata and so Visnu himself was born 
to him as Buddha; KKV 331-333, HV I. 1037-1038 (as a 
Dharanl-vrata from Var.), KR 247-348. The printed Var. 
(47.1-34 ) which contains only the first half verse occurring 
in KKV and HV narrates the story of Nrga. In Var. 55. 37 
reference is made to avataras from Nrsiihha to Rama and 
it proceeds ‘ namostu te Buddha Kalkin varesa*. Vide 
Buddhapurnima Vai. su. 15 and Bn S. 57. 44 for directions 
as to image of Buddha. 

Budhavrala —When planet Budha (Mercury) comes to VisakhS 
naksatra one should observe for seven days nakta way; a 
golden image of Budha should be placed in a bell metal 
vessel with white garlands and gandha &c. and donated to 
a brahmana; Budha sharpens intellect and conveys real 
knowledge; HV II. 578 (from Bhav. IT.) 

Begin when there is Wednesday on su. 8; follow 
ekabhakta way and donate on eight astamis respectively 
eight jars full of water with a gold piece inside and with 
different edibles at each astami; then at end donate a golden 
image of Budha; HV I. 866-873 (from Bhav. U. 54. 1-59); 
stories of Aila Pururavas and of Mithi and his daughter 
Urmila were to be heard at the time of each astami. VKK 
( 39—40 ) quotes three verses from RM on this vrata which 
are also quoted in Vratatattva p. 151. VR ( 356-265 ) deals 
with this vrata and its udyapana. 

Buddhyavapti —^begin on the day after Cai. purnima; one month; 
worship of Nrsiihha; homa with mustard every day; dinner 
to brahmanas containing trimadhura and gift of gold on Vai. 
purnima; Vi. Dh. III. 306.1-5. 

Brhattapo-vrafa —^begin on Marg. su. 1 called Brhattapa; Siva 
deity; for one year or 16 years; destroys sin even of 
brahmana murder; HK 105-106, PC 80; vide Bhav, IT. 13 
for details. 

Brhad-gaurivrata—on Bh. kr. 3 (amanta reckoning) to be per¬ 
formed when moon rises; only for women; a plant called 
Dorli or RinganI (in Marathi) should be brought together 
with its roots, water should be sprinkled over it when placed 
on an altar of sand; on seeing the moon rise the woman 
performer should bathe, should worship Varuna in a jar and 
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then Gaurl with various upacaras ; a thread should be put 
round one’s neck in the name of Gaurl; five years; VR 
111-114 (from Bhav. U.), Vratarka folio 53b-56a (from 
Bhavisyottara. Both say it is well-known in Karnataka. 

Brahmakurcavrata —(1) on K. kr. 14; fast and drink panca- 
gavya, the five ingredients of which (urine, dung, milk, 
curds, ghee ) are to be taken from cows of different colours; 
on next day worship gods and brahmanas and then take 
food; all sins destroyed; HV 11. 147 (from Bhav. U.); 
(2) fast on I4th and drink on purnima pancagavya and 
then subsist on havisija food; for a year every month; HV 
n. 238 (from Vi. Dh.); (3) the same as No. 2 but twice 
every month on amavasya and purnima ; HV H. 937 (from 
Brah.). 

Brahmagayatri-candrarohim-vrdta —KKV 417, HV II. 694 (from 
Pad.). No details. 

Brahmadvadasl —^begin from P. su. 12 when there is Jyestha- 
naksatra; tithi; Visnu deity; for one year every month 
worship Visnu and observe fast on that day; in each month 
gift of different things such as ghee, rice and barley. Vi. 
Dh. HI. 220. 1-6. 

Brahmaputrasnana —^bath in the Brahmaputra river ( also called 
Lauhitya) on Cai. su. 8; removes all sins, as, on that day 
all holy rivers and the sea are supposed to be present in that 
river. VKK 522 (quoting Kalika and Bhav. U. 77. 58-59.) 

Brahmavrata —(1) on any auspicious day; it is prakirnaka; 
make a golden image of the brahmanda (universe); for 
three days one should donate sesame; worship Agni and 
make a gift of the image and sesame to a householder and 
his wife; performer reaches the world of Brahma and is not 
born again; KKV 445-446 ( 27th Sastivrata) = HV H. 886 
{ from Pad.). Mat. 101. 46-48 has the same verses; (2) on 
2nd honour Vedic student (brahmacarin) with a dinner; 
make an image of Brahma and place it on a lotus leaf and 
offer worship with gandha &c.; homa with ghee and fuel- 
sticks; HV I. 377 (from Bhav.). 

Brahmasavitri-^irata —^on Bh. su. 13th one should make a resolve 
to observe fast for three days; if unable, observe nakta on 
13th, ay data on 14th and fast on PaurnamasI; worship 
golden, silver or clay images of Brahma and Savitri; jdgara 
and utsava at night on purnima; donate next morning 
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images with daksina of gold; HVII. 258-272 (from Bhav.U.); 
it is just like the Vatasavitrivrata except the date and the 
story of Savitri is set out at length here in HV. 

Brahmavapti —begin on 10th of su. in any month; tithivrata; 
fast on it and worship of ten gods (named) called Ahgirasah; 
for a year; HV I. 966 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Bralimamjapnipti —begin on 1st to 4th tithis of Cai. su.; worship 
in order of tithis images of four gods, Indra, Yama, Vanina 
and Kubera who are four forms of Vasudeva with gandha 
&c.; homa; the garments to be offered on the four days 
should be red, yellow, dark and white; one year; performer 
secures heaven till end of world; HV II. 500-501 (from 
Vi. Dh.). It is a caturmUrti vrata. 

Bralimamj'didpti —on Jy. paurnamasi give dinner to brahmana 
and his wife and donate garments and honour them with 
gandha &c.; performer secures birth in brahmana-varpa for 
seven lives; HV II. 245 (from Prabhasakhanda); KR 
278-279. 

BrWimipratipadHdbha-^rata —^begin on Cai. su. 1; fast thereon; 
make a lotus of eight petals with coloured powders; on 
pericarp worship image of Brahma; on the four main 
quarters from the east place the Rgveda and the other Vedas; 
on the four intermediate points from south-east place the 
Ahgas, Dharma-^astras, Purapas and Hyayavistara; he 
should worship these on 1st tithi of every month for a year 
and donate at end a cow; performer would be learned in 
Veda and if he performs for 12 years he would reach Brahma- 
loka; Vi. Dh. III. 126. 1-12 of which verses 6-12 are q. by 
HV I. p. 343. The arrangement of works reminds one of 
Yaj. I. 3. 

Bhadrakalinavami —fast on Cai. su. 9 and worship Bhadrakali 
with flowers &c., or on all 9th tithis of all months Bhadrakali 
may be worshipped; NM 63, verses 762-63. 

Bhadrakalipujd —prescribed in RNP p. 438 for a king; the same 
as Bhadrakalivrata (2). 

Bhadrakali vrata —(1) begin on 9th of K. su.; fast on that day; 
Bhadrakali (or Bhavani) deity; worship her every month 
on 9th for a year; at year’s end donate two garments to a 
brahmana; performer obtains what he desires such as 
freedom from disease, sons, fame; HV.L 960 (from Vi Dh. 
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III. 175. 1--5 ); (2 ) on 9th of Asv. su.; draw Bhadrakali 
on the wall of a mansion or on a piece of cloth; worship her 
and her weapons and shield; observe fast on 9th and wor¬ 
ship Bhadrakali; one secures great prosperity and success; 
HV 1,960-62 (from Vi. Dh. 11. 158. 1-8), KR 350, VR 
337-338. Vide Brah. 181. 46-53 for Bhadrakali and offer¬ 
ings of wine and meat to her. 

Bhadracatustayavrata —there are four Bhadras viz. three months 
(called Tripuskara or Tripuspa) from 2nd of Pha. su., 
three months (called Tri-puspaka) from 2nd of Jy, su, 
three months from Bh. su. ( called Trirama ) and three from 
1st of Marg. su. ( called Visnupada); on first tithi he should 
eat by nakta way, on 2nd he should after bath offer tarpana 
to gods, pitrs and human beings and should not laugh nor 
talk till the moon rises and repeat the names Krsna, Acyuta, 
Ananta, Hrsikesa on the four tithis respectively from 
2nd to 5th; in evening offer arghya to moon, take his 
meal on bare ground or on a stone; for one year for all 
varnas and women also; the performer secures fame, success 
and remembers his former births (^ato/nara); HV II. 383- 
392 (from Bhav. U. 13.1-100). 

Bhadravidhi —Sunday if on Bh. su. 6th is called Bhadra; observe 
nakta on that tithi or fast; malatl flowers to be offered and 
white sandal-wood, Vijaya-dhupa, and payasa as naivedya 
in worship of the Sun at noon; it is a varavrata; then 
daksina to brahmana; performer goes to Bhanu-loka; KKV 
12-13, HV II. 523-524 ( calls it Bhadravidhi from Bhav.), 
KR 278. 

Bhadravrata —on 3rd of K. su. a person should subsist by nakta 
method after taking in cow urine and yavaka (food prepar¬ 
ed from barley); this should be continued for a year every 
month; at end donate a cow; he will dwell in world of Gauri 
for a kalpa ; HV I. 483 (from Pad.), KN 330. 

Bhadrastami —GK 116, 

Bhadrdsaptami—^\x&n on 7th sn, there is Hasta-naksatra, that 
tithi becomes Bhadra; tithivrata; Sun deity; a i)erson 
should follow from 4th to 7th tithis respectively ekabhakta, 
nakta, ayacita and fast; one should bathe the image with 
ghee, milk and sugarcane juice and offer upacaras and 
arrange near image various precious stones in the several 
directions; the performer goes to Sun’s world and then to 



List of vratas 


361 


the world of Brahma; KKV 138-141, HV I. 671-673 (from 
Bhav.), HK 625, PC 105, 

Bhadropavasavrata —the same as Bhadra-catustayavrata. 

Bhartrdvadasivrata —on Cai, su. 12; fast on 11th and worship of 
Visnu on 12; every month different name of Visnu out of 
12 from Kesava to Damodara to be taken; one year; KB 
131-134 (from Var.), KKV 339-340. 

Bhartrprapfi’^vrata —Narada told this to a bevy of Apsarases 
who desired Narayana should be their husband; on 12th of 
Yasanta su.; fast thereon and worship of Hari and LaksmI; 
silver images of both and mjasa of the god of love under 
different names on the several limbs of the image; next day 
gift of the images to brahmana: HV I. 1198-1200 (from 
Bhav.). 

Bhavaniyatra —on Cai. su. 8; 108 pradaksinas; jagara ; next day 
worship of Bhavanl; SmK 94, PC 109, VKD 43. 

Bhavanlvrata — { 1) on 3rd a person should apply unguents in 
Parvati temple to the image of Parvati; for a year; at end 
donate a cow; HV I. 483 (from Pad.); (2) when for a year 
a man (or woman) observes a fast on each paurnamasl and 
amavasya and at year’s end donates an image of Parvati 
with all fragrant things, he secures the world of Bhavanl; 
HV n. 397 (from Lih.); ( 3 ) nakta in temple of Parvati on 
3rd; for a year; at end gift of cow; KKV 450 (from Mat. 
101, 77 ). Mat. reads ‘ vitanakam ’ (canopy). 

Bhdgyarksadvddasi —on 12th tithi with Purvaphalguni-naksatra 
a man should worship image of Harihara, half of the image 
represents Hara (Siva) and the other half Hari; the result is 
same even if the tithi is dvadasi or saptami and naksatra 
may be Purvaphalguni, Revati or Dhanistha; he secures 
sons, kingdom &c.; KKV 352-354, HV I. 1175-76 (from 
Devipurana); Purvaphalguni is called Bhagya, as Bhaga is 
its presiding deity; ‘ rksa * means * naksatra 

Bhadrapada-krtya —^NM 71, verses 868-874 (about only), 
KR 254-301, VKK 298-343, NS 123-144, KT 438-444, 
SmK 201-287, GK 24. 

Bhanuvrata —^begin on 7th tithi: subsist by nakta that day; Sun 
deity; for one year; at end donate cow and gold; goes to 
suryaloka; KKV 448 (quoting Mat. 101.60), HVI. 786 
( same verse from Pad.). 


B. D. 46 
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Bhanusaptaml —when 7th tithi falls on a Sunday it is so called; 
GK 610. 

Bharabhutesvara-yatra’--on As. purnima; worship of Bharabhute- 
svara in KasI; PC 284, 

Bhaskarapuja—'h is said that the sun should be worshipped as a 
form of Visnu and that the sun is the right eye of Visnu, 
that the sun should be worshipped in a mandala resembling 
a chariot wheel and that the flowers offered to a sun image 
and later removed should not be worn by a person on his 
own body; TT 36, PC104;Br. S. (57.31-57 ) gives direc¬ 
tions as to how the images of certain gods were to be made 
and verses 46-48 describe the image of Surya, one chara¬ 
cteristic being that the body from the feet to chest should 
not be shown but covered with a jacket. 

Bhaskarapriya-saptami —when the sun passes from one Zodiacal 
sign into another on su. 7, then it is called mahajaya, is 
very dear to the Sun and bath, gifts, tapas^ homa, worship 
of gods and pitrs performed on that tithi yield merit a 
crore of times; KV 416, VKK 35 (from Bhav.), TT 145 
(from Brah.). 

Bhaskaravrata —fast on 6th (of kr. ?) and on 7th ^raddha with 
the words ‘ may the Sun be pleased ’; tithivrata; Sun deity; 
performer freed from diseases and goes to heaven; HV I. 788 
(from Bhav.). 

Bhimadvadaii —(1) It was first imparted to Bhima, one of the 
Pandavas, by Vasudeva and came to be known by his name; 
this was formerly called Kalyaninl. It is elaborately 
described in Mat. 69.19-65 (which also occur in Pad. V. 23), 
most of which are q. by KKV 354-359 (from Mat.) and 
HV 1.1044-1049 ( from Pad.); on 10th of M. su. bath with 
ghee applied to the body and worship of Visnu with the 
words (namo Harayanaya), the various limbs of Visnu 
being honoured with different names (Krsna, Damodara 
&:c.), worship of Garuda, of Siva, Ganesa; total fast 
on 11th; on 12th bathe in a river and raise mandapa 
in front of house; hang a jar full of water from a torana 
with a small hole at the bottom and take the drops on one’s 
hand the whole night; homa through four priests learned in 
Bgveda, Rudra-japa by four Yajurvedins and sdmans to be 
sung by Samavedins; these twelve priests to be honoured 
with rings, garments &c.; on next tithi donate 13 cows; 
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aftet priests go he should say * May Kesava be pleased, and 
Vispu is the heart of Siva and Siva is the heart of Visnu *; 
should listen to t/rtasa and puraiyx^ vide Gar, I. 127 for 
this; ( 2 ) on M. su. 12; this was imparted by Pulastya to 
Bhima, king of Vidarbha and father of DamayantI wife of 
Nala: arrangements as in the preceding; performer freed 
from all sins; this vrata is superior to Vajapeya and 
Atir^ra &c. HV. 1049-1056 (from Bhav. U.). 

Bhlmavrata —one who having fasted for a month donates at end 
a fine cow reaches the world of Visnu; Mat. 101. 51 q. by 
KKV 446, HV II. 884 (from Pad. ).* 

Bhimaikadasi —M. su. 11th joined with Pusya or without it U 
very sacred and dear to Visnu. Dhaumya describes to 
Bhima in Pad. VI. 239. 28 ff. 

Bhismapancaka"^¥oT five days from 11th tithi of K. su.; pei> 
former bathes three times applying pancamrta, pancagavya 
and water mixed with sandalwood paste; tarpana of pitrs 
with yava, rice and sesame; 108 times repeat the mantra 
‘ om namo Vasudevaya ’ at worship and when performing 
homa offer sesame, yava and rice mixed with ghee with 
mantra of six letters ‘ otn namo Visnave ’; this procedure 
to be followed for five days; on the 1st to 5th day the feet* 
knees, navel, shoulders and head of Hari should respectively 
be worshipped with lotuses, bilva leaves, bhrhgaraka, ( on 
4th day) fcdrza, and Jaya, Malati; on 11th to 14th 
he should respectively partake of cow-dung, cow urine* 
milk and curds for purifying the body; then on 5th day 
performer to feast brahmanas and give gifts; the performer’s 
sins are all wiped out; HV H* 336-341 (from Nar. and Bhav^ 
U., the first saying that Bhisma learnt it from Krsna, While 
the latter makes Krsna declare that he learnt it from Bhisma 
when the veteran hero was lying on his bed of arrows) * 
Bhav. U. allows the performer to eat vegetables and the food 
of ascetics. KV 324 cites the last verse occurring in HV 
il. 34 from Bhav. U. Later medieval works like NS 204* 
SM 158-159, SmK 386 add (from Pad.) that arghyasjxd. 
water should be offered to Bhisma by tnen of all Varnas and 
the tarpana mantra is note-worthy * Vaiyaghra-padya* 
gotraya Sahkrtyapravaraya ca | Ganga-putraya BhlsmSya 
pradasyeham tilodakam U aputraya dadamyetat salilam 
Bhismavarmane \ These occur in BB p. 364 verses 1714-15 

and the verse ‘Vaiyaghra’ occurs in BM (vide ABOEI 
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vol. 36 p. 333) and in HK 628. By doing this a man 
becomes free from sins. Vide Agni 205. 1-9, Gar. I. 123. 
3-11, Pad. VI. 125. 29-82 that contain a very elaborate 
description of this vrata. 

Bhismastami —on M. su. 8; offer water and sraddha every year 
to Bhisma who died a bachelor; he who does so becomes free 
from sins committed in one year and secures progeny; HK 
628-29, VKK 503, TT 58, NS 221, SM 61. One whose father 
is alive also can offer water to Bhisma (SM 61). This 
tithi is probably based on Anusasanaparva 167. 28 ( Magho* 
yam samanuprapto...tribhagasesah paksoyam suklo bhavi- 
tumarhati). With great respect to Prof. P. C. SenGupta I 
must say that his interpretation of ‘samanuprapta’ as 
‘samanupravista’ is quite wrong and unwarranted and 
it is not possible to accept his conclusion that Bhisma died 
on 8th of dark half of Magha and not on 8th of bright half. 
Vide his paper in JASB vol. XX No. 1 (Letters) pp. 39-^1 
(1954). The Bhujabalanibandha p. 364 has two verses, 
which are quoted in TT, NS and other works ' g 

51^1 qjq i) IwRi- 

^ U Even 

brahmanas were called upon to offer water to the noble 
ksatriya warrior Bhisma. 

Bhuvanesvara-yatras —-The fourteen yatras of Bhu vanes vara are 
enumerated and described (such as Prathamastami, Prava- 
rasasthl, Pusyasnana, Ajyakambala) in GK 190-194. 

Bhutacaturdasi —Same as Pretacaturdasi pp. 351-52 above; vide 
KT 450-451. 

Bhutamahotsava —The same as Udasevika pp. 275-76 above; 
HV n. 359-365 (from Skanda ). 

Bhutamatryutsava —From 1st to purnima of Jy.; HV H. 365-370. 
Same as Udasevika. The Sarasvatikanthabharana of Bhoja 
(V. 94) on Poetics mentions it among krldas. Bhratrbhanda, 
Bhutamata and Udasevika are three names of one utsava 
(HVH. 367 ). 

Bhuhhajanavrata ^It is a sarhvatsara vrata; the man who for 
one year takes his food on bare ground ( not in a plate or on 
a leaf like that of plantain) after presenting it to pitrs 
becomes sole ruler of earth; HV II 687 (from Pad.). 

Bhumivrata on 14th; worship of Sun acc. to procedure of 
Lihgavrata and fast in honour of Siva; offer saffroUi 
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flowers, payasa with ghee and gifts of land to a devotee of 
Siva; performer secures position of king; this vrata should 
be performed by a king; HV IL 63-64 (from Kalottara). 

Bhrguvrata —^begin on Marg. kr. 12; tithi; worship of twelve 
gods called Bhrgus to whom ijajfia is offered (names set out 
are somewhat peculiar and unusual); for one year ( on each 
kr. 12); at end donate a cow; VL Dh. III. 180. 1-5 q. by 
HV 1.1172. 

Bhaimi^ekadasi —when on M. su. 11 there is Moon in Mrgasirsa- 
naksatra, one should observe fast and on 12th the performer 
should be salt Hi i. e. he should bathe with water mixed with 
sesame, rub sesame paste on his body, offer sesame in fire, 
drink water mixed with sesame, make gift of sesame and 
eat them; if a person fasts on this ekadasi called ‘ Bhima- 
tithi* he reaches Visnuloka; Ekadasitattva p. 101, TT 
113-114, VKK 504. 

Bhairavajayantl —K. kr. 8 is known as KalastamI; fast on that 
tithi and jagara; worship of Bhairava for four praharas of 
the night and jagara in listening to and narrating legends 
about Siva; the performer becomes free from sins and 
becomes a good devotee of Siva; this is obligatory on persons 
dwelling in Kasi; SM 60-61, SMK 427-429, PC 138. 

Bhogasankrantivrata —on Sahkranti day call together women 
and give them saffron, lampblack collyrium, vermilion, 
flowers, scents, tambUla and camphor, fruits and also to their 
husbands; feed them and present pair of garments; on each 
sahkranti for one year, at end worship the Sun and donate 
a cow to brahmana who has a wife; performer secures 
happiness; HV II. 733 (from Skanda ). 

Bkogavaptivrata —worship Hari for three days from the 1st tithi 
after Jy. purnima and donate a bedstead; performer enjoys 
pleasures and goes to heaven; Vi. Dh. IH. 212. 1-3 q. by 
HV II. 752. 

Bhaumavaraurata —^Mars is the son of the Earth and fine in 
appearance; on each Tuesday one should donate a copper 
vessel filled with jaggery for one year; at end donate a cow; 
performer secures beauty and wealth; HV H. 567. 

Bhaumavrata —(1) when Tuesday has Svatl-naksatra a man 
should eat by nakta way; this is to be repeated seven times; 
he should place in a copper vessel golden image of Mars covered 
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with red cloth and saffron used as unguent; offer flowers and 
naivedya and donate to a brahmana householder with a 
mantra ‘ though you are Kujanma still the wise call you 
Mangala There is a pun on Kujanma that has two senses 
(1) ‘ born on an inauspicious day ( 2 ) ‘ born of the earth 
As Mars is red in appearance, copper, red cloth and saffron 
are used to match his colour; HV II. 567 (from Bhav. U.); 
( 2) worship Mars on Tuesday; repeat in the morning the 
several names of Mars ( 21 in all, such as Mangala, Kuja, 
Lohita, favouring Samavedins, Yama); draw a triangular 
figure with a hole in the middle and draw three names (Ara, 
Vakra, Kuja) with saffron and red sandalwood paste on each 
angle; Mars was born in UjjayinI in a Bharadvaja family 
and rides a ram; if a man performs this vrata throughout 
life he becomes prosperous, has sons and grandsons and 
reaches the world of the planets; HV 11. 568-574 (from Pad.); 
VKD 443-451 has a far more elaborate procedure of 
Bhaumavara-vratapuja. 

Bhratrdvitiya —on K. su. 2; it is also called Yamadvitiya because 
in ancient times Yamuna treated her brother Yama to a 
dinner on this day; some works like KT 453, Vratarka, VR 
98-101 combine the two viz. worship of Yama and dining 
at one’s sister’s house. Vide pp. 209-210 above for the latter. 

Mangala —^Acc. to Atharvanaparisista q. by HV 11. 626 brahmana, 
cow, fire, land, mustard, clarified butter, saml, grains of rice 
and barley are eight auspicious things. Dronaparva 127. 14 
speaks of eight mahgalas; Drona 82, 20-22 contains a 
much longer list. Va 14. 36-37 enumerate several things 
as auspicious which should be touched when going out of 
one’s house viz. durva, clarified butter, curds, jar full of 
Water, cow with calf, bull, gold, clay, cowdung, svastika, 
aksata grains, oil, honey, brahmana maidens, white flowers, 
saml, fire. Sun’s disc, sandalwood and asvattha tree (q. by 
Sm. C. Lp. 168) Vide Parasara XII. 47, Visnudharmottara 
n, 163. 18 ff. for other lists of mangala objects. 

Mangalor-candikdpuja —VKK (552-558) gives an elaborate 
procedure; Mahgalacandika is called Lalitakanta; the 
mantra (i. e. Lalita-gayatri) for her worship is : Narayanyai 
vidmahe tvam Candikayai tu dhimahi | tan-no Lalita- 
kanteti tatah pascat pracodayat II); worship on 8th and 9th 
tithis; she may be worshipped on a piece of cloth or as an 



Last of vratas 


367 


image or on a jar; whoever worships her on Tuesday secures 
desired objects. Vide TT 41 also. 

Mafigalacandi —on Tuesday; worship of Candl who was first 
worshipped by Siva, then by Mars, by king Mahgala and by 
beautiful women on Tuesday and then by all men desiring 
good fortune; Brahmavaivarta, Prakrti-khanda 44. 1-41 
(specially 32, 37-38). 

Mangalavratu —^begin on kr. 8th of Asv., M., Cai., or Sr. and 
carry it on till next su. 8th; on 8th ekabhakta, dinner to 
maidens and devotees of Devi, nakta on 9th, ayacita on 
10th, fast on 11th; repeat this; every day gifts, homa, japa, 
puja and dinner to maidens; sacrificing a pasu ; jagara with 
dance and drama; japa of 18 names of her; HV 11. 332-335 
(from Devl-purana). 

Mafigalagaurlvrafa—on all Tuesdays in Sr. by married girls for 
five years after marriage; prevalent in Maharastra; the 
worshipping women take noon dinner silently; 16 kinds of 
flowers; 16 suvasinis are required; nirajana of Devi with 16 
lamps; jagara; Gaurl is deity; prayer to Mangala for 
freedom from widowhood, for sons and for fulfilment af all 
desires; leave is taken of Gauri next mornning; VR 787-795 
{from Bhav.) 

Mangalastaka —The eight substances to be distributed to women 
when invited in a vrata like Saubhagyasundarl are saffron, 
salt, jaggery, cocoanut, tambula leaf, durva, Vermillion, 
collyrium; VR p. 119. 

Mangalyasaptami or Mangalya-vrata —^on 7th; dn square mandala 
Hari and LaksmI should be invoked and worshipped with 
flowers &c., four vessels of clay, copper, silver and gold 
should be got ready and four clay jars covered with cloth 
and full of salt, sesame, turmeric powder; eight young chaste 
women whose husbands are alive and who have sons should 
be honoured and given daksina and in their presence per¬ 
former should pray to Hari for ‘ mahgalya ’ (auspicious 
life); then the women should be dismissed; on the 8th 
again worship Hari and pdrana with honouring eight 
young women and feeding brahmanas; every one, male or 
female, prince or peasant, secures his desired objects; HV 1 
768-770 (from Gar.). 

Matsyajayanti —on Cai. ki. 5; image of Visnu in the Fish at;a^dra 
to be worshipped; AK folio 360 b. It is also called Haya- 
pancamu 
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McUsya-mansa-hhaksarifi-nisedha —Vide above under Kartika and 
Bakapancaka and TT 146, GK 3% 

Matsyadvadasi—on Marg. su. 10 take up the niyamas, on 11th 
fast, on 12th he should bring some clay with a mantra, 
present it to Aditya, apply it to his body and bathe; tithi 
vrata; worship Narayana; four jars filled with water and 
flowers and covered over with plates of sesame to be looked 
on as four oceans; make a golden image of Visnu as Fish 
and offer worship; j agar a ; donate the four jars to brah- 
manas; even grave sins are destroyed; KKV 311*-3l7, HV 
1.1022-26 ( both from Var. chap. 39. 26-77 ), KR 462-466 
(same verses from Brah.) 

Mathurd-pradaksina —(circumambulating Mathura, one of the 
seven holy cities of Bharata )-“on K, su, 9; SmK 378 
(from Var.). 

Madancaturdasi —also called Madanabhanji—-on Cai. su. 14; 
tithi; worship of Madana (god of love ) with songs and 
music and utterance of lascivious words for pleasing him, 
KT 466, TT 133. 

Madamtrayodasi —vide Anangatrayodasi and Kamadevatrayo- 
dasi above pp. 257, 282, KR 137 quotes Brah. that on all 
13th tithis Kama should be worshipped by people. 

Madanadvddasl —on Cai. su. 12; tithivrata; draw on a copper 
plate full of jaggery and edibles and gold placed on a jar 
containing water with white rice grains and fruits, the 
figure of Kama and Rati his wife, place food in front of 
them and sing songs and love music; bathe image of Hari 
calling it Kama and worship it; donate the jar next 
morning and feed brahmanas and performer should take 
food without salt and utter after giving daksina the mantra 
‘ May god Janardana in the form of Kama who is the joy 
in the hearts of all be pleased ’; fast on 13th tithi and wor¬ 
ship Visnu and sleep on bare ground after eating a single 
fruit on 12th; go on for a year; at end donate a cow and 
garments and perform homa with white sesame; performer 
becomes free from sins, gets sons and prosperity and be¬ 
comes one with Hari; KKV 367-368, HV 1.1194-98 (from 
Mat.), KR 135-136, 

Madanapujd—VidQ Anangatrayodasi p. 257 above. 

Madambhanji —Same as Damanabhanji p. 310 above. 
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Madanamahotsava —on Cai. su. 13; tithivrata; worship image or 
painting of God of love at mid-day with the mantra ‘ namah 
Kamaya devaya devadevaya inurtaye | Brahraa-'Visnu^ 
suresanam manah-ksobha-karaya vai II sweet edibles to 
be placed before the figure of Kama; donate a pair of cows; 
wife should worship her husband thinking ‘ this (husband ) 

- ' is Kama *; at night jagara and dance festivals, illuminations 
and theatricals; this to be repeated every year; tfie per¬ 
former becomes free from sorrow and disease and secures 
welfare, fame and wealth; HV 11. 31-24 (from Bhav. U, 
which contains the story of the burning of Madana by Siva 
and his re-birth on this tithi.). 

Madanotsava —is called Suvasantaka in Kamasutra I 4. 42, 

Madhusrava —Sr. su. 3; NS 111, VR 96 (both say it is wel^ 
known in Gurjaradesa). 

Madhusravanl —KSS p. 10. Sr. su. 3 is so called. 

Madhiisudanapuja~on Vai. ^u. 12; wc^ship of Visnu; performer 
secures the fruit of Agnistoma. and goes-to Moon’s world; 
SmKU4. ' 

Madhuratraya~(i\itQQ things called ‘Madhura’)’ —^Vide 
Trimadhura (p. 309); VR 16 says that ghee, milk and honey 
are called * Madhuratraya *. 

Madhukavrata--on Pha. su. 3; fast by women on that day and 
next day worship of Gaurl on Madhuka tree and prayer 
to her to confer saubhagya, sons, freedom from widowhood; 
honour brahmana women whose husbands are alive with 
flowers, fragrant substances, garments and edibles; confers 
health, beauty; HV I. 413-415 (from Bhav. U.). The 
printed Bhav. U. (16. 1-16 ) calls it Madhukatrtlya, places 
it on 3rd of dark half of Pha. and is somewhat different in 
details, though some verses are identical with those in HV. 
Madhuka is a tree from the blossoms and seeds of which an 
intoxicating drink is distilled. 

Manasdvrata —on Jy. su. 9 with Hasta naksatra or on even 10th 
without Hasta; Manasadevi is to be worshipped on a twig of 
siiuhl plant; vide above p. 125 for worship of Manasa in Sr. 
( KR 233 and KT 437 ). HK 621_( quotes Bhav.) says that 
Manasa is to be worshipped on A A kr. 5. Vide A. C. Sens 
‘ Bengali Language and Literature’ pp. 257-276 for story 
of Manasadevi and Manasa—mahgala, Manasa being 
worshipped on 11th tithi of dark half of Sravana. 

H. n. 47 
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Manoralhatrtiya —on Oai. su. 3rd; worship of Gaurl as possessing 
twenty arms; for one year; the performer has to use the 
twigs of cartain trees only (like jambu, apamarga, khadira) 
for brushing the teeth, to employ certain unguents only or 
yaksakardma, certain flowers (such as Mallika, Karavira, 
Ketaki) and the naivedya also as specified; at end he 
donates a bedstead with pillows, mirror &c. to the acSrya; 
four hoys and twelve maidens are to be honoured and fed; 
a person secures whatever object he longs for; Skanda, 
KSsIkhanda 80,1-73 q. by VR 84-88. 

Manorathadvddast —^fast on Pha. su. 11, then on 12th worship 
Hari, homa to Hari and then prayer ‘ May Vasudeva yield 
my desires’; one year divided into three periods of four 
months; in each period different flowers, different kinds of 
incenses, different naivedya; daksina to be given every 
month; at end golden image of Visnu to be donated, twelve 
bribmanas to be feasted, twelve jars to be given; HV I, 
1072-1075 (from Pad.). 

Manorathadvitiya—on ^u. 2nd; worship of Vasudeva by day, 
arghya to Moon’s crescent and partaking of food by nakta 
method before the moon sets; VKK 14, TT 29. 

Manorcdhapurnima—hegin on K. purnima ; for a year on each 
purnima worship the rising Moon and subsist by nakta way ; 
the Moon should be worshipped on a circle made of salt 
(from a mine or lake); in K. the Pull Moon must be in 
conjunction with Krttika and RohinI; in Marg. with Miga* 
mras and Ardra and soon (but in Pha., Sr. and Bh. the 
Moon to be in conjunction with one or more of three); 
honour women whose husbands are living; at end of year 
donate seats coloured with kusumbha (safflower); performer 
secures beauty, blessedness, wealth and goes to heaven; HV 
n. 233-235 ( from Vi. Dh.). 

Manorathasankranti on each Sahkranti day for a year donate 
a jar full of water with jaggery and garments to a house¬ 
holder; the Sun is deity; the performer secures his desired 
objects, becomes free from sins and goes to Suryaloka; 
HV H. 731 (from Skanda). 

Manthanasasthi —on Bh. su. 6; vide VK No. 397. 

Mandara^sthi on 6th of M. su.; on 5th the performer takes a 
light meal; on 6th he fasts and makes a prayer to the 
Mandara tree; next day he should apply saffron to Mandara 
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(the coral tree) and prepare a lotus of eight petals on a 
copper vessel with dark sesame, and worship the sun with 
Mandara flowers in the eight directions from the east under 
different names and worship Hari in the pericarp; for a 
year in each month on 7th su. same procedure; at end 
donate a jar on which a golden image is placed; HV I. 
606-608 (from Bhav. U. 40.1-15 ). Mandara is one of the 
five trees of paradise, the others being Parijatakaj Santana* 
Kalpavrksa and Haricandana. 

Mandarasaptami —on7thofM.su.; on 5th light meal, on 6tli 
fast; on night eat Mandara flowers; next day make 
brahman as partake of eight Mandara flowers; Stin deity; 
the rest as in the preceding vrata; HV I. 650-652 (from 
Pad. V. 21. 292-306 ), KKV 219-221; Mat. 79.1-15 ate the 
same as Pad. 

Afaw/ ac?!—there are fourteen Manvantaras; the four Yugas make 
one Mahayuga of 4320000 years; one thousand Mahayugas 
are equal to a kalpa which is a day of Brahma and the 
night of Brahma is also of the same duration. As there are 
14 Manvantaras in a Kalpa, each Manvantara is a little 
over 71 Mahayugas; Visnupurana III. 2. 50-51, Mat. 144. 
102-3, 145. 1, Brah. chap. 5; Nar. (1.56.149-152) sets out the 
tithis on which each Manvantara started and that are 
therefore called Manvadi-tithis; these tithis are sacred and 
sraddhas are to be offered on them. Vide H of Dh. voL IV* 
p. 375 for the Manvadi tithis and Vi. Dh. L chap. 176-189 
for names and descriptions of the 14 Manvantaras. 

Marica^apfami’^on Cai. su. 7 worship the Bun, feed brahmapas 
and make them partake of 100 maricas (pepper) with the 
mantra * om khakholkaya svaha ’; the performer has not to 
undergo separation from those dear to him; Rama and Sita, 
Nala and DamayantI performed this vrata; HV L 696 (from 
Bhav. I. 214. 40-47.) 

Marud-vrata~on Cai. su. 7; fast on 6th, Worship of seasons oh 
7th; performer should arrange seven rows, each row to haye 
seven mandalas drawn with sandalwood paste; in the first 
row he should put down seven names from Ekajyotih to 
Saptajyotih; different names in each of the seven rows; 49 
lamps to be lighted; horna of ghee and feeding of brahmspM 
for one year; at end gift of new garment and cow; this 
vrata gives health, wealth, sons, learning and heaven; HV 
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I. 775-777 from Vi. Dh. (HI. 166. 1-22 ). The Maruts are 
said to be seven or seven times seven. Vide Jig. V. 52. 17 
(sapta me sapta sakina), Tai. S. 11. 2. 11, 1 (saptagana vai 
marutah 

Mcdamasakrlya —for actions to be done in intercalary month 
• and forbidden therein, vide ‘ adhimasa ’ and the next 
section on Kala &c. 

Malladvadasi-^ou Marg. su. 12; on the banks of Yamuna Krsna 
sported at the foot of Bhandlravata on Govardhana hill in 
the midst of cowherds (who were wrestlers) and Gopis; the 
■ • Wrestlers worshipped him with flowers, with milk, curds and 
edibles; for one year on each 12th; the mantra is ‘may Krsna 
be pleased with me ’; this was also called Aranyadvadasi 
since cowherds and wrestlers gave edibles to each other in a 
forest; reward is health, strength, prosperity and Visnuloka; 
.HY X 1115-1117 from Bhav.U. . 

Ifatlarimahotsava —on ' Marg. “ su. 6; the wife of Mallari is 
Mhalasa (probably a corrupt form of Madalasa ); in worship 
of' Mallari the principal ingredient is turmeric powder, 
" which is called Bhanddrd in Maharastra; the worship is 
either on each Sunday or Saturday or on each 6th; the 
' {procedure of the' worship is taTcen from Brahman da, 
' Mallari-mahatinya of Ksetrakhanda; AK folio 421. 

Mfifialtamajorcita —on Bh. su. 1; tithi; worship of golden or silver 

... Image of Siva with three eyes, matted hair and five faces by 
placing it on a jar; bathing it with pancamrta, offering 
flowers &c.; performer to observe silence; 16 fruits to be 
offered:*'at end gift of' cow; performer secures long life, 
kingdom &c.; SniK p.' 201 ( quoting Skanda from Madana- 
ratna); NA calls it Maunvrata, but that is wrong. * 

Mghakdrtiki —See p. 284 under Kartika. Vide I. A* vol. III. 305 
and voL VL 363 (inscription of the 12th year of Calukya 
king Mangalesvara in SakebOO, 578 A. D.) that mention 
that the king made a Mahahga dhupa described in KKV 
172, HV I 730 ("quoting Bhav.X. 105) and to be employed in 
Kafnada sa^itaml; Mahadaria to brahmanas on Mahakliftika- 
paurnamasL' 

.‘ ,, ..... ^ r . . • , V . , i 

Mahacaturthl —Bh. su. 4 falling on a 3unday or .Tuesday is so 
callqd; by woi^ahipping Ganesa, on it, .man secures his 
desires; SmK 210. 
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Mahacaitri —-Cai. Purniina with Jupiter in conjunction with 
Moon and Citra-naksatra; PC 313, GK 599. 

Mahajayasaptarnl —When the Sun enters a Zodiacal sign on su. 
7th that tithi is called Mahajayasaptarnl; bath, japa, homa, 
worship of gods and Manes yield rewards a crore of times; 
if the image of the sun is bathed on that tithi with ghee or 
milk, the man goes to Suryaloka; if a man fasts on it he 
goes to heaven; KKV 135-136 = HV I. 669 (froinBhav. 
I. 199. l“-7 ). KKV is, as often, silent about the source. 
HK 4l4 quotes all these from Brah.; TT 145 does the same. 

Mahqjyaisthi —If Jy. Purnima has Jyestha-naksatra and the 
Moon and Jupiter are in conjunction and the Sun is in 
RohinI it is so called and dana^ japa &c. yield great reward; 
PC 313, GK 600. 

Mahatapovratani —numerous little actions are dealt with under 
this headdn several works on vratas. They are not separately 
entered in this list. Vide KKV 453-469, HV H, 917^931» 
KR 540 ff, VKK 533 ff. ^ 

Mahatrtiya-^on ird tithi in M.' or CaL; Gattri is deity: one 
should offer gudadhenu and himself abstain from eating 
jaggery: it causes great happiness and leads to Gaurl-loka; 
HV I, 484 (from Pad.). For a detailed description of Guda¬ 
dhenu, vide Mat. 83 and H. of Dh. voL If. 880. 

MahadvMasi-^ihe 12th tithi of Bh.. su. with -Sravana-naksatra 
is so called; fast on it and worship of Visnu leads to - great 
rewards; KR 286-287. Vide Vi. Dh. I. 161.1-8 in one verse 
of which it is stated that if Bh. ^u. 12 falls on a Wednesday 
and has Sravana naksatra, it is ‘ atyanta-mahati ’ (greater 
than great). Vi. Dh. I. 162 (1-71) dilates upon the 
mahatmya of Sravana-dvadasl. Besides this there are eight 
very holy dvadasis for which see p. 119 above. 

Mahanandamvamt^^9ih. of M.< su. is called Mahananda;. tithi- 
vrata; for a year* Durga ia deity; year divided into, three 
• periods of four months; in each, period flowers, dhupa, 
naivedya and the names of the goddess are differentv.per- 
former secures all desires and Brahma-loka; KKV. 306-307, 
HV I. 955-56 (from Bhav.). . - 

Mahanapam^-i 1,) This is ,the same as Du]^apujS,-atsaya,. for 
which see pp. 174-175 above and Krtya-kalpataru (on Raja- 
dharma) pp. 191-195 and RNP pp. 439-444 (both quoting 
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Devipuraria). HV I. 903-920, NS lGl-185, KR 349-364; 
(2 ) begin on 9th of Asv. su. or K. su. or Marg. su.; tithi- 
vrata; Durga deity; for one year; flowers, dhupa, material 
for bath different in several months; dinner to maidens; 
performer goes to Deviloka; KKV 296-299, HV 1.937-939 
(calls it DurganavamI and quotes Bhav.), PC 134; HK 
p. 107 quotes Skanda, Prabhaskhanda, that Mahanavami is 
8th tithi in Asv. su. with Mulanaksatra or the same tithi 
with Mula when the Sun is in the sign of Kanya (Virgo) 
and Gar. I. chap. 133. 3-18 and chap. 134; Kalikapurana 
(chap. 62) speaks of Mahanavami and puja thereof; and 
also Gar. 1.133, 3-18 and chap. 134E. I. p. 260 mentions a 
grant by Pulakesi Maharaja of 800 nivartanas of land on 
Kartika-“MahanavamI on Thursday. 

Mahanisa —Vide p. 117 n. 302 above for the meaning. 

Mahapaurmnidstirata —on all paurnamasis with the prefix 
Maha; worship Hari for a year; even a small gift on it 
yields great reward; HV H. 196-197 (from Bhav.). 

Mahdpausi —GK 600. Vide explanation of Mahakartikl under 
Kartika. 

Mahaphaladvddasi—On P. kr. 11th with Visakha-^naksatra; 
Visnu deity; for a year; use certain things for purification 
of the body in the several months and donate on dvddasi 
each month one out of the several things in order, such as 
ghee, sesame, rice; on death reaches Visnuloka; HV L 
1095-96 (from Visnurahasya). 

Mahdphalavrata —for a pakm, four months or a year; the per¬ 
former has to subsist on certain things only from the first 
to the 15th tithi in the following order; milk, flowers, all 
food except salt, sesame, milk, flowers, vegetables, bilva fruit, 
flour, uncooked food, fast, ghee, milk boiled with rice grains 
and sugar, yavas, cow’s urine and water in which kusas are 
dipped. On all these days a certain procedure has to be 
followed; on day previous to vrata three times bath, fast, 
japa of Vedic hymns and of Gayatrl &c.; various rewards 
promised and ultimately he goes to Surya-loka; HV II# 
392-394 (from Bhav.). 

Mahdphala-saptami —When on Sunday there is 7th tithi and 
Revati-naksatra worship Durga with Asoka buds and eat 
the latter; PC 105. 
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Mahaphalguni —^Vide rule under Kartika about prefixing *Maha’» 
GK 599, PC 314, 

Mahabhadrastaml —P. su. 8 when falling on Wednesday is called 
Mahabhadra and is very holy; Siva deity; SmK 438, QK 
605-606, PC 138, 

Mahabhadri —Vide under Kartika for rule about ‘ Maha 

Mahamaghi----WhQU the Sun is in Sravana naksatra and the 
Moon in Magha it is called MahamaghI, aco. to R. M. 
1366 (vide ABORI. vol. 36 p. 331 for three verses on 
Maghlsnana) and it adds that in Magha waters exclaim 
when the Sun is just risen ‘ what great sinner, whether a 
drinker of sura or murderer of a brahmana, shall we purify ’♦ 
This verse is q. by VKK 490 from Bhav. and by SmK 439 
(from Pad.); PC ( 313-314 ) says that when Saturn is in 
Mesa ( Ram ), the Moon and Jupiter in Sirhha (Lion ) and 
the Sun is in Sravana-naksatra then it is MahamaghI. 
Vide NS 221 for other views. This verse emphasizes the 
importance of Maghasnana at Prayaga and other holy rivers 
and in holy tanks in early morning for the removal of sins. 
Vide H. of Dh. vol. IV p. 617 for Maghasnana. In Tamil 
country ‘ Makha * is an annual temple festival and Maha- 
makha occurs once in twelve years, when a great mela is 
held at Kumbhakonam for a bath in a tank there called maha- 
magha tank, the mela being comparable to the Kumbhamela 
at Prayaga. This festival is popularly known as 
* Mamangam ’ and takes place when the Pull Moon is in 
Maghanaksatra and Jupiter is in Magha or in the sign of 
Lion. It fell on 25th February in 1955 according to south 
Indian Almanacs. It is reported that about a million people 
took a bath this year in eight to ten hours from 2 A. M. 
in the Mahamakham tank at Kumbhakonam from which 
muddy water was pumped out and in which fresh water 
from the Kaveri river was made to flow. 

It is surprising that hardly any medieval digest refers 
either to the Mahamakham festival or the Kumbha¬ 
mela. The great emperor Harsa used to hold once 
every five years a great mela at Prayaga on the great sandy 
plain to the west of the sahgam on the site where the 
Kumbhamela is held in modern times and distributed the 
accumulations in his treasury. 

Mahamargaitrsl —^Vide above under Kartika for prefixing *Maha’. 
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Maharajavrata-^y^h&Xi 14th tithi (of su. or kr.) falls on Ardra- 
naksatra or when it is joined to Purvabhadrapada and 
Uttarabhadrapada or both, that tithi gives pleasure to Siva; 
sahkalpa on preceding 13th, on 14th bath one after another 
with sesame, cow s urine and dung, clay, pahoagavya and 
then with pure water; then japa 1000 times of 
Sivasahkalpa mantra (‘ Yaj-jagrato duram *, Sivasankalpo- 
panisad, 8 ) for three varnas and * om namah Sivaya * for 
sudras; bath of images of Siva and Uma with pahcamrta, 
pancagavya, sugarcane juice and applying to the images 
unguents like musk, saffron &;c.; rows of lamps; homa 
with thousands of bilva leaves while repeating Sivasahkalpa 
or the mantra ‘ Tryambakara yajamahe’ (Pg. VIII. 59.12, 
T. S. I. 8. 6 2 ); arghya to Siva with mantras ( set out); 
jagara whole night; gift of five or two cows or one; after 
partaking of pancagayya the performer sliould dine in 
sildhce; all obstacles are removed and he reaches highest 
goal; HV U. 1039-1047 (from Skanda). 

T _ 

Mahalaksmipuja —There are varying views about this vrata. 
KSS p. 19 and A. K (folio 535b-539b ) say—^begin on Bh. 
su. 8 and finish on As. kr. 8 (by Purnimanta reckoning) and 
that it is to last for 16 days, on each of which MahaiaksmI 
was to be worshipped and stories about her were to be 
listened to. Vide N. S. pp. 153-154, where a similar period is 
prescribed but it is said that one should, if beginning this 
vrata for the first time, avoid four dosaSy viz. there should 
not be avamadina, the tithi should not be tryahasprk, should 
not be mixed with 9th tithi, nor should the Sun be in the 
half of Hasta naksatra. In Maharastra the puja of 
MahaiaksmI is performed on As. su. 8th by young married 
women at noon and at night all married women join in 
worship and hold big empty jars in their hands, breathe into 
them and bend their bodies in various ways; P.C. (pp. 129-132) 
has a long discussion on this. According to it, this vrata 
is for both men and women. 

Mahataksmurata —^begin on Bh. su. 8 before the Sun passes into 
Kanya sign (Virgo) the worship of MahaiaksmI and finish 
it on 8th tithi (following) while the Sun is in the first half 
of Kanya (i. e. in 16 days); begin if possible when the 
Moon is in Jyestha-naksatra; for 16 years; for men and 
women number 16 is predominant here as to flowers and 
fruits &c.; the performer should wear on his right hand a 
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doraka with 16 threads and 16 knots; Laksmi never leaves 
the performer for three lives, he secures long life, health &c.; 
HV II. 495-499, NS 153-154, SmK 231-239, PC 129-132, 
VR 300-315. 

AfaAa/a?/a—latter half ( dark half) of Bh. is so calld and parvana 
sraddha is to be performed on all or one of these tithis; 
TT 166, \ KD 80; vide H. of Dh. IV p. 532. 

Mahavaisdkhi —Vide under Kartika for rule about * Maha ’ being 
prefixed to a tithi. The Khanapur plate of Madhavavarman 
records the grant of villages in Satara District on 
Mahavaisakhi; vide E.I. vol. 27 p. 312 (Prof. Mirashi infers 
that it was between 510-560 A.D.). 

Mahavrata —(1) In M. or Cai. a person may donate gudadhenu 
and should subsist only on jaggery on 3rd tithi; he reaches 
goloka; Mat. 101. 53 q. by KKV 446 (32nd Sastivrata), 
KR 118; for Gudadhenu vide Mat. 82 and H. of Dh. II. 880; 
(2 ) begin with fast on 14th or 8th sa ., when in conjunc¬ 
tion with Sravana-naksatra; tithivrata; Siva deity; to be 
performed by kings; HV I. 864-865 (from Kalottara); 
( 3 ) on K. amaVasya or purnima a person should take up 
niyamas, eat by nakta way payasa with ghee, use sandalwood 
and sugarcane juice ; on following pratipad he should fast 
and invite eight or sixteen Saiva brahmanas (for dinner); 
Siva deity; should bathe Siva image with pancagavya, ghee^ 
honey and other things and lastly with warm water; 
offer naivedya, donate to acarya and brahmanas with their 
wives gold, garments &c.; this vrata to be performed for 
16 years with some different arrangements of nakta and 
upavasas on different tithis acc. to the year; it confers long 
life, beauty, saubhagya on male or female performer; HV 
n. 377-391 (from Kalika-purana); (4) fast on each 
paurnamasi and worship Hari as sakala Brahma and on 
amavasya as niskala (partless) Brahma; for one year; all 
sins are destroyed and he reaches heaven; if performed for 
12 years, reaches Visnuloka; Vi. Dh. HI. 198.1-7, q. by HV 
II. 461; ‘ Sakala’ means ‘ savayava ’ (with parts) i. e. in an 
anthropomorphic form ( such as Visnu ^ with four arms), 
while * niskala ’ Brahma would be without parts as described 
in Mundakopanisad H. 2. 9; ( 5 ) on 8th or 14th tithi in 
both fortnights observe nakta way and worship Siva; one 
year; reaches the highest goal; HV IL 398 (from Lin. 
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Mahasvetapriyavidhi —on a Sunday if there is a solar eclipse, 
one should worship Mahasveta ( and the Sun ) after obser¬ 
ving ekabhakta or nakta or fast; he reaches the highest 
place; KKV 21-23, HV IL 527-528. Mahasveta is the 
mantra ‘ Hrim Hrim sah ’ ( KKV 9 and HV II. 521.) 

Mahasasthi —When on K. su. 6 the Sun is in Vrscika (Scorpion) 
and there is Tuesday that is called Mahasasthi; a person 
should fast the previous day, worship Agni on 6th and 
celebrate mahotsaia of Agni and feed brahmanas; all sins 
are destroyed; SmK 378, PC 102. 

Mahdstaml —Asv. su. 8 in Havaratra is so called; vide VKE p. 
428 ff, NS 178, SM 59. 

Mahasaptami —on M. su. 5 ekabhakta, on 6th nakta and on 7th 
fast; worship Sun with Karavira flowers and red sandal¬ 
wood paste; for one year divided into three groups of four 
months from Magha; in each group flowers of different 
colours, different naivedya, different dhupa; at end gift of a 
chariot; HV I. 659-660 (from Bhav. I. 51.1-16). 

Mahimghmpujd —onAs. su. 8; tithi; Durga deity; bathe the 
image of Durga that killed Mahisasura with water mixed 
with turmeric powder, apply sandalwood paste and camphor ^ 
feed maidens and brahmanas and give daksina; illumina¬ 
tions ; all one’s desires are fulfilled; PC 109-110, SmK 138. 

MaJmidra-krcchra—itom. K. su. 6 subsisting on milk alone and 
worship of Damodara; HV II. 769-770. 

Mdheivaravrata —(1) begin on Pha. su. 14; fast on that day and 
worship of Siva; at end of vrata donate a cow; if carried on 
for a year he gets the fruit of Paundarlka sacrifice; if he 
performs for a year this vrata on the two caturdasis of 
every month,he secures all desires; HVH. 152;(2) one 
should offer to Daksina-murti every day for a year payasa 
and ghee; at end a fast, jagiara, gift of land, cow and bedstead; 
performer attains the position of Nandin (the Bull of 
Siva); HV I 867 {from Skanda). Daksinamurti is a form 
of Siva and there is a Daksina-murtistotra ascribed to 
Sahkaracarya in 19 verses. 

Maheharastaml —^begin from M5rg. su. 8.; worship Siva in 
Lihga form or image or on lotus and bathe it with ghee and 
milk; give cow at end; if done for a year he secures the 
same rewards as an Asvamedha and goes to Sivaloka; HV 
I. 747-748 (from Vi, Dh.). 
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Mahotsavarrata-on 14th of Cai. su, every year worship Siva by 
bathing image with milk &c. and applying unguents, offer¬ 
ing damanaka, bilva leaves; wave before image lighted 
lamps made of rice flour; naiiedya of various edibles; drums 
to be beaten; rathayatra of Siva; performer should say ‘may 
Siva be pleased ’ and observe nakta; HV II. 148-149 (from 
Skanda). 

Mahodadhi-amavasya —by bathing anywhere in the sea on Marg. 
amavasya mixed with 14th one reaps rewards of Asva- 
medha; GK 603. 

Makarusaptami—'7th. tithi, while sun is in the Makara-rasi; 
VKK 500-501, VK p. 203, No. 902. 

Magha-krtya—KR 487-514, VKK 490-514, NS 213-221, SmK 
439-513, GK 37-41. There are several important vratas in 
Magha such as Tilacaturthi, Kathasaptami, BhIsmastamI 
which would be separately mentioned in this list. A few 
small matters may be briefly disposed off here. M. su. 4 is 
called UmacaturthI because Gaurl is to be worshipped by 
men and specially by women with Kunda and other flowers, 
with offerings of jaggery, salt, yavaka and one should 
honour women who are not widows, brahmanas and cows 
( KKN 437-38, KK 503 ); on M. kr. 12th Yama produced 
sesame and Dasaratha brought them to the earth and sowed 
them and Visnu was made lord of sesame by the gods, hence 
one should fast on that day and worship Hari with sesame, 
offer homa with sesame, donate them and eat them (V. Dh. 
90.19, KKN 435-6, KR 495-96); on M. amavasya, if it is 
present on Monday morning, men and particularly women 
in Tamil country circumbulate the asvattha tree and make 
gifts. 

Maghasapfami—on M. su. 7; one should bathe at arunodaya in a 
river or other running water after placing on his head seven 
leaves of the hadara tree and seven of the arka plant; then 
offer arghya to the Sun with water mixed with seven badara 
fruit, arka leaves, rice, sesame, durva, aksatas and sandal¬ 
wood, bow to Saptami as Devi, then to the Sun. Some held 
that this snana and Maghasnana were not separate, while 
others held that the two were quite separate; KR 509, VKK 
499-502, KT 459, RM ( ABORI vol. 36 p. 332, three verses). 

Maghasnana —bath in Magha in the Ganges or in any other 
fine stream in the early morning is highly eulogised from 
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early times. The best time is dawn when the naksatras 
are still visible, next best is the time when stars are visible 
but the Sun is not actually risen and the inferior time is 
after the Sun rises. The beginning for the month’s bathing 
should be made on the 11th of R su. or on R purnima 
(according to the purnimanta reckoning) and the vrata 
(for one month) is to be finished on the 12th of M. su. or 
purnima; some bring it in line with the Baura reckon¬ 
ing by providing that bath when the Sun is in Makara 
(Capricorn) in Magha in the morning leads sinners to 
heaven ( VKK 491 quoting Pad.); all men and women are 
entitled to engage in it. The most meritorious Magha- 
snana is at the confluence of the Ganga and Yamuna. Vide 
for details, Pad. VI (in which about 2800 verses are devoted 
from chap. 219 to 250 to the mahatmya of Maghasnana), 
HV II 789-794, VKK 490-91, RM 1368 ( ABORI vol. 36 p. 
332 ), NS 213-216, SmK 439-441 and H. of Dh. vol. IV. 617 ; 
Pad. VI. 237. 49-59 and KT 455-57 describe the procedure of 
the gifts and niyamas. V. Dh. 90 last verse eulogises morn¬ 
ing bath in M. and Pha. Vide I A. vol. XI p. 88 on ‘ Magha- 
mela 

Mmrvrata—{ 1) on 8th; tithi; Matrs (mother goddesses ) are the 
deity; one should fast on this day and ask their pardon 
with devotion; they bestow welfare and health; HV I 876 
(from Vai.); ( 2 ) on Asv. 9th a king and members of all 
castes should worship the Matrs (many enumerated ) and 
attain success; a woman whose children don’t live or who 
has a single child is blessed with progeny; HV I. 95R52. 

Margapali-bandhana —on K. su. 1; vide p. 205 above. 

Margasirsakrtya—Viie KR 442-474, VKK 482-487, NS 209-211, 
SmK 427-432. The whole of the month is held sacred in 
the Tamil country and bkajan parties go round the whole 
morning; the Gita (X. 35 ) avers that Marg. is the best 
among months and identifies it with Lord Krsna. Some of the 
less important matters may be noted here. In Krtaymga the 
gods began the year on the first tithi of Marg. and the sage 
Kasyapa created the beautiful Kasmlra country; therefore 
celebration should be held on it (KR 452 ); Marg. su. 12- 
a person should fast on the 12th tithi on each dvadasi for 
a year from Marg. to K. and should on each dvadasi dwell 
on one of the twelve names of Visnu from Kesava to 
Damodara and offer worship; he becomes jUtismara (one 
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who recollects actions of previous lives) and reaches that 
place from which there is no return to this mortal world 
(Anusasana, chap. 109, Br. S. 104.14-16); on Marg. purnima 
the Moon should be specially worshipped as the Moon was 
sprinkled with nectar on that day, cows should.be given salt, 
one’s mother, sister, daughter and female relatives in one’s 
family should be honoured with a pair of'new garments, 
a festival with dance and songs should be held, those who 
drink wine should taste fresh wine that day; KKN 432-33, 
KR 471-72. For DattatreyajayantI on Marg. Full Moon, 
vide above p. 310. 

Martandasaptami —begin on P. su. 7; fast on that day, worship 
of the Sun and muttering the word ‘ Martanda *; performer 
to partake for purifying himself of cow’s urine or dung or 
curds or milk; on next day worship of the Sun under the 
name ‘ Ravi ’; in this way for a year he should proceed for 
two days each month and give grass and the like for feeding 
a cow one day; he reaches the world of the Sun; Bhav. 
L 109.1-13 q. by HV I. 754-55, KKN 147-148. 

Mdsavrata —during the 12 months from Marg. to K. the per¬ 
former should respectively donate the following; salt, ghee, 
sesame, seven dhanyas, coloured or charming garments, 
wheat, jar full of water, sandalwood paste with camphor, 
butter, umbrella, laddakas enriched with sugar or jaggery, 
lamps; at end of year donate a cow and worship Durga, 
Brahma, the Sun, or Vispu; HV 11. 853-54 (from Devi- 
purana), KR 442-443. 

Mdsavratdni —Vide Agni 198, KKV 418-432, HV II. 744-799, 
Danasagara 589-621. 

Mdsopavdsavrata —This is the greatest among all vratas. This 
is a very ancient vrata. Inscriptions in Naneghat mention 
that queen Nayanika ( Naganika) in the 2nd century B. C. 
had performed it; vide ASWI. voL V p. 60. This is described 
by Agni ( 204. 1-18 ), Gar. (1.122.1-7 ), Pad. VI. 121. 15-54. 
Agni being the briefest is summarised here. The performer 
should have performed all Vaisnava vratas (such as 
dvadasi), take the permission of his guru ; considering his 
own strength should begin on 11th of Asv. and make 
a sankalpa to carry it on for 30 days; a forest hermit or a 
yati or a widow should enter upon it (but not a householder); 
he should offer worship to Visnu thrice in the day with 
flowers &c. ; should sing hymns of praise of Visnu and 
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contemplate on Visnu, should avoid all idle talk, give up 
desire for wealth, should not touch any one who does nob 
observe niyamas ; he should stay in a temple for 30 days; 
on the 12th after 30 days he should feed hrahmanas, give 
them daksina and perform parana by inviting thirteen 
brahmanas, donate pairs of garments, asana ( seat), vessels, 
umbrella, pair of sandals, worship golden image of Visnu 
on a bed and his own image should be given garments &c.; 
donate the bedstead to his guru; the spot where the performer 
stays becomes holy; he takes himself and members of his 
family to Visnuloka; if the performer faints during the 
vrata, he should be made to drink milk, clarified butter 
and fruit juice; the partaking of these with the consent of 
brahmanas does not nullify the vrata; vide HV II. 776-783 
(from Visnurahasya). 

Mdsarksapauryamasi—vrata —Begin on K. su. 15th; performer 
to subsist by nakta way; on a circle made with salt and 
pasted with sandalwood paste, he should worship the Moon 
along with ten naksatras i. e. in K. when combined with 
Krttika and RohinI, in Marg. with Mrgasiras and Ardra 
and so on up to Asv.; women whose husbands are alive 
should be honoured by giving them jaggery, rich food, ghee, 
milk &c.; then he should himself eat havimja food; at end 
he should donate garment coloured with gold; Vi. Dh. III. 
192.1-15, NM p. 47 (verses 573-579 ). 

Mitrasaptami —the 7th of Marg. su. is so called; tithivrata; 
Mitra ( Sun) deity; on 6th image of Mitra should be bathed 
in the way in which Visnu is bathed on K. su. 11th; fast 
on 7th (fruits may be eaten ); jagara at night; worship of 
Sun with various flowers, edibles of flour; feed brahmanas, 
the poor and helpless; on 8th distribute money among 
dancers and actors; NM pp. 46-47 (verses 564-569 ), KR 
460-461, KKN 432, VKK 483, PC 104. 

Miiktobharanavrata —on Bh. su. 7th; tithivrata; Siva and Uma 
deities; place a doraka (string of threads) before Siva 
image; worship Siva with 16 upacaras from avahana; the 
seat is to be of gold studded with pearls and precious stones; 
after upacaras tie the doraka on the wrist; donate 1100 
mandakas ( Marathi ‘ mande *) and vestakas ( Marathi 
* jilebi *); secures long-lived sons; NS 134, VR 241-247. 

Mukiidvara-saptami—When 7th tithi has Hasta naksatra on it 
or Pusya naksatra, this vrata should be undertaken; he 
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should brush his teeth with a twig of Arka plant with 
‘ salutation to Arka offer homa; draw in his courtyard 
swept with cowdung with red sandalwood paste a lotus with 
16 petals on each of which he should assign several deities 
from the eastern one onwards; then engage in the upacaras 
from avahana onwards; he should fast on that day; he 
should partake only one of the six rasas ( sweet, salt, sour, 
pungent, astringent, and bitter) for two months in rotation 
for one year; in the 13th month there is to be parana and 
he should donate a kapila cow; this leads on to moksa; 
HV II. 780-86. 

Mukhavrata —giving up lamb ala (mukhavasa) for a year; at 
year’s end donate a cow; he becomes lord of Yaksas; HV IL 
865 ( from Pad.) 

Mulagaurivrata —on Cai. su. 3; bath with sesame and water; 
worship of Siva and Gaurl with golden fruits and from 
feet to head; different flowers to be offered in the twelve 
months; different substances to be drunk or eaten by per¬ 
former in the twelve months and different names of Gauri 
also; he should give up one fruit; donate at end bedstead, 
a golden bull and cow; Siva married Gauri on Cai. su. 3 ; 
Agni 178.1-20. 

Mrgaslrsavrata —on SrSvana kr. 1 Siva pierced the three mouths 
of the yajfia that had assumed the form of a deer by an 
arrow with three prongs; the performer should prepare a 
clay Mrgaslrsa in the form of the deer and should worship 
it with different kinds of naivedya of vegetables and of flour 
mixed with linseed. HV I. 358-59, SmK 146. 

MegkapalUrtiya —On Asv. su. 3 men and women should worship 
the creeper called Meghapall, that has leaves like betelnut 
plant and that grows in gardens, hills and rural paths, with 
fruits of various kinds and the sprouts of seven dhanyas; 
destroys all sins, particularly of traders with false weights 
and measures; HV L 416-417 (from Bhav. U. 17,1-14). 

Maunavrala —(1) after Sravana ends (acc. to purnimanta 
reckoning) from Bh. 1st for 16 days; performer should take 
Durva tendrils made into 16 knots and place on the right 
hand ( on left hand of women ); on 16th day silence to be 
observed in bringing water, grinding wheat, preparing 
therefrom and at time of eating; worship of Siva 
by bathing image or Unga with water, milk, curds, ghee and 
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honey, sugar; then offer flowers &c. and say ‘ May Siva 
be pleased bestows progeny and all desires; HV 11. 482- 
492, NA 26-27; ( 2 ) to be practised for 8, 6 or 3 months 
or for one month, for half a month or for 12, 6 or 3 days or 
one day; the vow of silence is said to be capable of secur¬ 
ing all objects (‘ maunarh sarvarthasadhakam ’ p. 880 ); the 
performer should not even make the sound ‘ hum ’ while 
eating, he should give up himsa in thought, word and deed; 
when the vrata ends he should make a lihga of sandalwood 
and offer worship to it with gandha and other upacaras and 
offer golden bell and bell-metal bells in different directions 
of the temple; offer rich food to devotees of Siva and brah- 
manas; placing on his head a copper vessel in which the 
lihga is deposited he should silently go by the public road 
to Siva temple and place the lihga to the right of the temple 
image and worship it again and again; the performer 
reaches Sivaloka; HV U. 879-883 (from Sivadharma). 

Yaksakardama —(an unguent dear to yaksas ) is constituted by 
five fragrant substances; vide p. 38, note 88 above. 

Yajnasaptaml —on su. 7th when there is an eclipse and specially 
when there is sahkranti, the performer should eat once 
havi^a food, bow to Varuna, should lie down on a bed of 
darbha grass on the ground; in the morning next day he 
should in the beginning as well as at the end sacrifice to 
Varuna. An elaborate procedure is prescribed; on M. 7th 
the sacrifice is addressed to Varuna, on Pha. 7th to Surya, 
on Cai. 7th to Amsumalin ( a name of the Sun ) and so on 
under different names of the Sun till Pausa; at end of a 
year a golden chariot to which seven horses are yoked and 
in the midst of which a golden image of the Sun is placed 
and is surrounded by twelve brahmanas representing the 
twelve names of the Sun in the twelve months is to be 
honoured and present of the chariot and a cow to be given 
to Ucdrya ; a poor man should make a copper chariot; the 
performer becomes a king of wide regions; KKV 107-112, 
HV I. 757-760 (from Bhav. L 50.1-42 ). HV explains that 
Varuna means the Sun here. 

Yumacaturthi—‘Worship Yama on 4th tithi falling on Saturday 
and Bharani naksatra; frees from sins of seven lives; HV 
I. 523-24, PC 95 (from Kurma). Yama is the lord of 
Bharani-naksatra. 
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Yamatarpana —offering afijalis (handfuls) of water mixed with 
sesame thrice to each of the names of Yama ( such as Yama, 
Dharmaraja, Antaka); sin committed in one year is destro¬ 
yed at once. 

Yamadipadana —on 13th of K. kr., lighting lamps outside the 
house at night-fall; this prevents accidental death; PC 231, 
SmK 368. 

Yamadvitlya —Vide above pp. 207-208. 

Yamadvitvjdijatra —one of the 14 Yatras of Bhuvanesvara; 
GK 193. 

Yamavrata —(1) He who fasts on 5th, 6th, 8th or 14th of ki. 
and gives dinner to brahmanas becomes free from disease 
and secures handsome form ; KKY 389 = HV 11. 377 (from 
MB.); ( 2 ) fasting on 14th tithi of kr. one may give seven 
ahjalis of water mixed with sesame to each of the names of 
Yama (viz. Yama, Dharmaraja, Mrtyu, Antaka, Vaivasva- 
ta, Kala and Sarvabhutaksaya); one is freed from all sins; 
HV II. 151 (from Kurma); ( 3) bath on 14th of dark half 
of K, and tarpana to Yama; offer anjalis of water to Yama’s 
names (given under 2 ) with the addition of a few more 
(such as Citra, Citragupta) and donate a vessel full of 
sesame and gold toabrahmana; the performer would not 
have to lament over death; HV 11.151; (4) If king Yama 
is worshipped on 10th tithi, that removes all diseases; HV 
I. 982 (from Bhav.); ( 5 ) when the 4th tithi falls on 

Saturday and is joined to Bharani-naksatra, donate a he- 
buffalo and gold for securing Yama’s favour; AK folio 357 
(from Kurma). 

YarriddarsanaHrayodasl —on 13th of Marg. when it falls on an 
auspicious weekday (except Sunday and Tuesday) in the 
forenoon thirteen brahmanas were to be invited, and given 
sesame oil to rub their bodies with and bathed with warm 
water and treated to a sumptuous dinner; this should be 
done for a year every month; performer never sees the face 
of Yama; HV II. 9-14 (from Bhav. U.), AK folio 864. 

Yamunasridna — tarpana —with three handfuls of water mixed 
with sesame tarpam of Yama under different names stand¬ 
ing in the waters of the Yamuna; GK 601. 

Yatrd (festive procession or festival) —^Vide under DolayStrS and 
Rathayatra. Yatras of gods were famous from anment times. 

H. D. 49 
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The Mahavlracarita of Bhavabhuti was brought on the stage 
on the occasion of the Yatra of Kalapriyanatha. Vide 
‘ Yatratattva ’ ascribed to Raghunandana, published in the 
Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat series (in Bengali script) which 
describes the twelve festivals of Visnu, The Anargha- 
raghava of Murari was presented on the stage in the yatra 
of Purusottama (Act. I prastavana). Vide Karamdanda 
Inscription of the time of Kumaragupta in Gupta samvat 
117 (436 A.D.) for reference to DevadronI (image procession) 
of Mahadeva Prthvisvara in E. I. voL X p. 70. Vide Krtya- 
kalpataru (on Rajadharma) pp. 178-181 (from Brahma- 
purana) on Devayatra-vidhi which was to be celebrated 
every year in the six months from Vaisakha and on the 
tithis from 1st to 15th different gods such as Brahma (lords 
of the tithis) were to be worshipped; RNP pp. 416'419. 

Yugaditithis —Vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. p. 374 note 841 and Nar. 
I. 56.147-148, HK 649-655, TT 187, NS 94-95, PC 86-89. 
Visnupurana HI. 14. 12-13 are borrowed by BB p. 42. 

Yugadivrata —The four yugas Krta, Treta, Dvapara and Kali 
started respectively on Vai. su. 3, K. su. 9, Bh. kr. 13 and M. 
amavasya; fast, gifts, ^apos, japa and homa on these pro¬ 
duces results a crore of times more than ordinarily; on Vai. 
su. 3 worship Narayana and LaksmI and donate lavavLa-^ 
dAenu; on K. su. 9th worship Siva and Uma and tiladhenu 
be donated; on Bh. kr. 13 honour the pitrs; on M. amavasya 
worship Brahma with Gayatri and donate navanlta-dhenu ; 
all one’s sins in thought, word and deed are rendered nuga. 
tory; H7 II. 514-517 (from Bhav. U.). 

Yugantya-sraddha—iB to be performed on these days; the four 
yugas respectively end on the following; Krta in the sun’s 
passage in sign Sirhha (Lion), Treta ends in Vr^cika 
sankranti, DvSpara ends in Visa sahkranti and Kaliyuga 
in Kumbha-sahkranti. HK 656, KR 542-543, KKN 372. 

Yugdoatdravrata on Bh. kr. 13th when Dvapara^yuga began, one 
shoud apply cow’s urine, cow dung, durva and clay to his 
body and bathe in a deep sheet of water or a tank; he had as 
if performed sraddha at Gaya; he should bathe an image of 
Visnu with ghee, milk and pure water; he goes to the world 
ofVispu; HV II 518-519 (from Bhav.) Some say that 
Tretayuga began on that day. 
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Yogavrata —The Yogas like Viskambha, Vyatipata will be 
described in the next section on Kala; vide HV II. 707-717, 
SmE 563-564, PC 52. 

Yogesvaravrata or Yogesvaradvadasi —on K. su. 11 fast; four 
jars full of water having ratnas inside and marked with 
white sandalwood paste and having round them white cloth 
should be covered with copper vessels full of sesame and 
gold, they being deemed to be four oceans; in the midst of 
that vessel an image of Hari (who is Yogesvara) should be 
placed and worshipped; jdgara; next day the four jars 
should be donated to four brahmanas and the golden image 
to a 5th brahmana and they should be fed and daksina be 
paid; this is called also Dharanivrata; he is freed from sins 
and goes to the world of Vispu; KKV 336-339 = HV I, 
1041-44 (from Var. 50. 4-39 ), KR 427-430. 

Raktasaptaml--on Marg* kr. 7; tithi; worship of Sun with red 
lotuses or of an image of Sun with white flowers and red 
sandalwood paste and with round cake of pulse ( vataka^ 
Marathi vada ) and krsara ( dish of rice, peas and spices ) 
and donate at end a pair of red garments; Vi. Dh. IIL 
170. 1-3. 

Raksapaficaml —on Bh. Kr. 5; draw figures of snakes with dark 
colours and worship; snakes are pleased and then there is 
no fear to his descendants; GK 78^79. 

Rak0}andhana —on Sr. paurnamasl; vide pp. 127-128 above. 

Rangapancami —on Ph. kr. 5. See above p. 241. 

Ra^ntucaturdasi —on M. kr. 14; tithi; Yama; one should bathe 
while it is arunodaya and offer farparia to Yama under 
fourteen names (m. in KT 450 ); VKK 497, KT 457, GK 
157-158; vide PretacatUrdasI above pp. 351-52. 

Ratnasasthi—m, in Mrcchakatika Act IIL and in Carudatta Act 
in. p. 65 (attributed to Bhasa) where we have the Words 
‘nanu sasthim-upvasami But it is difficult to say whether 
it is Ratnasasthi or any other. 

Ratnani‘-{ jewels or precious things)—for five ratjuis vide under 
‘pancaratnas’ p. 337 above. VR15 (quoting Vi. Dh.) mentions 
nine viz. pearls, gold, vaidurya (cat’s eye gem), padmarSga 
( ruby), pusparaga (topaz), gomeda (gem brought from 
Himalaya), sapphire, garutmata (emerald) and ooraL 
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Rathamvaml--on 9th tithi of Asv. su. (acc. to KKY ) or kr. 
( aco. to HV); tithi; Durga; fast on that day and worship 
of Durga; on a car decked with mirrors, choivries, clothes, 
umbrella, garlands from flagstaffs place a golden image of 
Durga seated on a buffalo; the car to be drawn over the 
public road and taken to a temple of Durga; illuminations; 
jagara with dance and drama; next morning the image is 
to be bathed and the car to be presented to Devi; rewards 
of presenting a fine bedstead, a bull, a cow about to deliver; 
KKV 294-298 = HV I. 946-948 (from Bhav.). 

Rathayatra-{ car procession of a deity )—HV II. 420-424 (quot¬ 
ing Devipurana) describes the Rathayatra of Durga accom¬ 
panied by crowds of men and women; KR ( 259-264) 
describes the same from a different source; Bhav. (1.18. 3-17) 
deals with the Rathayatra of Brahma which is quoted by 
KR 438-439 and Pujaprakasa 293-307; the twelve ratha- 
yatras of Purusottama and fourteen of Bhuvanesvara are 
respectively described in GK pp. 183-190 and 190-194; HV 
n. 424-440 ( quoting Bhav.) describe at length the ratha- 
yatrotsava of the Sun and state (p. 425 ) that the latter is 
equal to Indradhvajotsava and that both the festivals are 
carried on every year in several countries for averting evil 
(santihetoJi ), for the happiness and health of the people and 
that it should be begun on Marg. su. Vide Var. 177. 55-56 
for Rathayatra of Sambapuradeva in Mathura. In Bhav. 
U. 134. 40-71 there is a description as to how a car is to be 
tnade, how procession is to be arranged and how images are 
to be placed on the car. 

Rdthasaptami—-on M. su. 7; tithi; Sun is deity; on night of 
6th san/ca/jia and submitting to niyainas; on 7th fast; per¬ 
former to prepare a golden or silver car with horses and 
charioteer; to recite a hymn to the Sun, and at midday he 
should place that car in a mandapa surrounded by ( or made 
of) cloth, worship the car with saffron, flowers &c. and place 
in the car an image (golden or otherwise) of the Sun; 
worship the Sun together with the car and charioteer and 
address mantras to the Sun and in his prayer state the 
desired object; jagara at night with songs and music, and 
performer should not close his eyes that night; after bath 
the next morning he should make gifts, donate the car to 
the guru ; HV I. 652-658 (quoting Bhav. U.). Here Krsna 
tells Yudhisthira the story of king Yasodharma of Kambhoja 
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country that had in his old age a son suffering from all 
diseases who became free from all diseases and a cakravartin 
( emperor) by performing this vrata. KV 101 and HK 624 
quote Mat. to the effect that as on this tithi in the beginn¬ 
ing of Manvantara Sun secured a chariot this tithi is called 
RathasaptamL The same quotation from Mat. in HK 624 
shows that it was also called Mahasaptami. Vide TT 39, 
PC 104-105, VR 249-253. Vide L A. vol. XI. at p. 112 the 
Samangad plate of Rastrakuta king Dantidurga dated sake 
675 ( 753-54 A. D.) where the phrase ‘ Maghamasa-ratha- 
saptamim ’ occurs. For Rathasaptami-mahatmya, vide 
Bhav. I. 50. 

Rathankasaptaml —on 6th of M. su. fast and worship of Sun with 
gandhaj flowers &c.; sleep before sun image that day; on 7th 
worship the Sun and give brahmanas a sumptuous meal; 
carry this on in all months and at end of year have car 
procession of the Sun: HV I. 656 (from Bhav.); HVI. 
pp. 657-658 dilate upon a variation of the above procedure. 
This is called Rathasaptami by KKV 114-117 and also in 
Bhav. I. 59.1-26. 

Rathangasaptami —on M. su. 5th, 6th and 7th observe respectively 
ekabhakta, nakta, and fast; some hold that fast on 6th and 
Parana on 7th; this is called Mahasaptami (for which see 
above) by HV I. 659-660 and the printed Bhav. (I. 51.1-16) 
also calls it so. 

Rathotsava —on 2nd of As. su.; when it is joined to Pusya, car 
festival of Krsna, Balarama and Subhadra; the utsava 
should be performed even if there is no Pusya naksatra; 
TT 29, NS 107, SmK 137. 

Ramhhatrtvja —(1) on Jy. su. 3rd; one was to sit facing the east 
in the midst of five fires viz. Garhapatya, Daksinagni, 
Sabhya and Ahavaniya and the Sun above; face Brahma 
and Devi identified with Mahakali, MahalaksmI, Mahamaya, 
Sarasvatl; homa in all directions by brahmanas; worship of 
Devi and eight substances called Saubhagyastaka be placed 
before Devi; in the evening Rudrani should be addressed 
with prayer for a charming home; then performer (male or 
female) should honour a householder and his wife and 
naivedya placed in surpa (winnowing basket) should be 
presented to women whose husbands are alive: HV 1.426-430 
(from Bhav. U. 18.1-36 ), KN 176, TT 30-31; this vrata is 
meant mostly for women; {3) This was so called because 
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Rambha formerly performed it for blessed womanhood; on 
Marg. ka, 3rd; tithi; Parvati deity; for a year; every month 
Devi to be worshipped under a different name ( e. g. Parvati 
in Marg., Girija in P. &c.) and different gifts to be made, 
different substances to be eaten; HV I. pp. 430-435 ( from 
Bhav. U. 34. 1-36); Gar. I. 130 also describes this vrata. 
If 3rd is mixed with 2nd and 4th tithis, this vrata has to be 
performed on 3rd mixed with 2nd ( KN 174 ); vide under 
‘ Trtiyavratas ’ above p. 307. 

Ramhhatriratra-vrata —^begin on Jy. su, 13th; tithi; for three 
days; first after bath a woman should pour plenty of water 
at the root of plantain plant and surround it with threads, 
make a silver image of the plant with golden fruit and 
worship it; observe nakta on 13th, ayadta on 14th and fast 
on 15th; water the same plant for a year; worship also Uma 
and Siva and Krsna and RukminI; homa with 13,14,15 
ahutis respectively on the three days from 13th; this vrata 
confers sons, beauty, freedom from widowhood &c.; HV II. 
283-288 (from Skanda), VKK 11; Rambha also means 
* kadall ’ (plantain plant) and hence the name. 

Ravivaravrata —nakta or fast on Sunday, japa of Adityahrdaya 
or Mahasveta mantra; they secure their desires; Varavrata; 
Sun deity; SmK 556-557, VKD (423-436) gives a very 
elaborate procedure. 

Ravivrata —(1) worship of the Sun thrice a day in M.; secures 
merit (punya) of six months in one month; HV 11.796; 

(2) begin on Sunday in M. and worship Sun on every 
Sunday for a year and subsist on certain specified things 
in order or abstain from partaking of certain things; 
VKK 37-38. 

Ravisasthi —fast on 6th and worship Sun on 7th; performer 
secures wealth and freedom from disease; KN 190 (from 
Lihga). 

Rasakalyarant —begin on M. svl 3; tithi; Durga deity; bathe 
image of Durga with honey and sandalwood paste and 
worship the right side of the image first and then left side; 
salute her limbs from feet to her crown, associating each 
with a different name; worship Devi with a different name 
(out of 12, such as Ktunuda, Madhavi, Gaurl) respectively 
in 12 months from M.; from M. to K, each month the per¬ 
former should abstain from one out of 12 things in order 
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viz. salt, jaggery, tavaraja (milk ?), honey, panaka (spicy 
beverage), jiraka, milk, curds, ghee, marjika (Easala or 
Sikharinl), dhanyaka ( coriander), sugar; at end of each 
month donate a vessel full of the thing left off in that month 
and one of the edibles specified; at end of year donate a 
golden image of Gauri ( as big as the thumb) studded with 
ratnas ; reward is freedom from sins and sorrow and disease; 
KKV66-fi9, HV 11.461-465 (from Pad. V. 22. 105-135 ), 
KR 499-503 ( same verses from Mat. 63. 1-29 ). Rasala was 
prepared from curds and was somewhat like * srlkhanda ’ of 
modern Maharastra (from the quotations in KR 501). 

Rakht-purnima —on Sr. su. 15. See above pp. 127-128 on raksa- 
bandhana, 

Rdghavadvada$t—on Jy. su. 12th; golden images of Rama and 
Laksmana to be worshipped; worship of limbs from feet to 
head with different names in each case (e. g. om namas- 
Trivikramayeti katim); a jar filled with ghee to be donated 
in the morning after worship of Rama and Laksmana; 
performer dwells in heaven for ages, his sins being destroyed 
and if he has no desires, he secures moksa; KKV 127-129, 
HV 1.1034-35, KR 190-191 (all quote Var. 45. 1-10). 

Rajarajesvaravrata —fast on 8th tithi when it has Svatl naksatra 
and falls on Wednesday; worship of Siva with many edibles 
full of sweet-meats as naivedya; donate before image of 
Siva to the acarya neck ornament, crown, girdle, ear-ring, 
two finger rings, an elephant or horse; performer attains 
the position of Kubera for countless years; HV I. 864 (from 
Kalottara ); Rajaraja means Kubera, the friend of Siva and 
Rajarajesvara may mean Siva or Kubera who is himself lord 
(of Yaksas ). 

Rajflisnapana —on Cai. kr. 8; the land of Kasmira is deemed to 
be ru'^asm/a for three days from Cai. kr. 5th; it is washed 
by women (whose husbands are living) in each home with 
flowers and sandalwood paste and then by brahmanas with 
water in which sanausadhis are put; then people should 
listen to music of lutes; the earth is the queen of the Sun; 
therefore this vrata is so called; KR 532-533 ( from Brah.); 
NM p. 54 ( verses 651-660 ) puts it down for Pha. kr. 5th to 
8th (probably the amanta reckoning). 

Rajyadvadast-vrata —on Marg. sn, 10 make sankalpa\ on 11th 
fast and worship Visnu; homawith best food, mantra 
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being (‘ tad-Visnoh paramam ’ Pg. I. 22. 20 ) for dvijas and 
for sudras the mantra of twelve syllables (‘ om namo 
bhagavate Vasudevaya ’); jagara, song and dance; this 
should be done for a year; on all dvadasis silence should be 
completely observed; the same procedure to be followed on 
dvadasis of dark half except that worship of god is to be 
done after wearing red garments, lamps to be fed with oil 
(and not ghee); this vrata would make the performer a 
king in a mountain valley; in three years a Mandalesvara 
(provincial governor) and in 12 years a king; HV 1.1060^ 
1063 (from Vi. Dh.) 

Eajijavrata^on Jy. su. 3 one should worship the three viz. Vayu, 
the Sun and the Moon; in early morning worship Vayu on 
a pure spot, at midday worship Sun in fire and at sunset 
worship Moon in water; for one year; he secures heaven; 
if performed for three years, performer stays in heaven for 
five thousand years; if performed for twelve years, then he 
goes to heaven for a lakh of years; HV I. 457-479 (from 
Vi. Dh.). 

Rajyaptidasaml —begin on K. su. 10; worship of Kesava in the 
form of the ten Visve-devas (viz. Kratu, Daksa&c.) in 
maudalas or images (of gold or silver); at end ( of year) 
donate gold; he secures the world of Visnu and then becomes 
a king or best of brahmanas; HV I. 935-66 (from Vi. Dh.). 
For the names of the ten Visve-devas, vide H. of Dh. vol. IV 
p. 457 note 1018. 

Radhastami^on Bh. 8 in both fortnights; Radha was born on 
Bh. su. 7; worship of Radha on 8th destroys many grave 
sins; Pad. HI. 4. 43, IH. 7. 21-23. 

Ramacandradolotsava —on Cai. su. 3; the image of Ramacandra 
should be put in a swing on this day and rocked for a 
month; those who see the image being swung become free 
from a thousand sins; SmK 91. 

Ramanavami or Rdmajayanti —Vide pp. 84-88 above. 

Edmanamalekhana-vrata —this should be begun on Ramanavami 
or at any time; Rama’s name should be written a lakh of 
times or a crore of times; even a single letter of Rama- 
nama destroys mahapataka (ekaikam-aksaram puihsam 
mahapataka-nasanam); worship of Ramanama with 16 
upacaras; VR 330-332. Magic virtue came to be attached 
to Ramanama and 108 names and one thousand names of 
Rama came to be coined. 
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Rasivrata —to be performed on each paurnamasi in months from 
Kartika; on K. purnima one should observe nakta way and 
donate a golden ram; on Marg. purnima he should see the 
king and donate a pair ( of bulls ? ) and at the end donate 
a female slave; this vrata destroys the evil influence of 
planets, fulfills all desires and leads to Somaloka; HV II. 
238-239 ( from Bhav.). 

Rukminyastami—on Marg. kr. 8th; in the first year the performer 
(a woman ) should prepare a house of clay with one door in 
which she should cast all household gear, paddy, ghee and 
should make toy images of Krsna, RukminI, Balarama and 
his wife, Pradyumna and his wife, Aniruddha and Usa, 
Devaki and Vasudeva; worship these images and at sunrise 
offer arghya to the moon; next morning donate that house 
to a maiden; in the 2nd, 3rd and 4th years performer should 
construct additional wings and donate them to maidens; 
in the 5th year a house with five doors and in 6th year a 
house with six doors should be donated to a maiden; in 7th 
year a house be built with seven doors and white-washed, con¬ 
taining bedstead, sandals, mirror, mortar and pestle, vessels 
&c. and one should worship golden images of Krspa,RukminI 
and Pradyumna with fast and jagara and next morning 
donate the last house and a cow to a brahmana and his 
wife; after this vrata a male performer would know no 
sorrow and a woman would know no grief for a son; HV 
I. 853-855 (from Skanda). 

Rudralaksavarti-vrata —offering a lakh of lamps with cotton 
wicks dipped in ghee from cow’s milk before a Sivalihga; 
before the vrata is begun lihga is to be worshipped with 
16 upacaras; vrata is to be begun in K. or M., Vai. or Sr. 
and finished in the same months; the performer gets wealth, 
sons and whatever he or she desires; SmK 411-414. 

Rudravrata —(1) on Jy. 8th and 14th tithis of both paksas (i e. 
in all 4 days) one should perform tapas with five fires and 
donate on the 4th day in the evening golden cow;Rudra 
deity; HV II. 394 (from Pad.), KKV 450 (reads ‘on 6th and 
13th*); this is Mat. 101. 76. For five fires, vide H. of Dh. voL 
H. p. 679; (2) one should subsist by ekabhakta method for a 
year and donate at end a golden bull and tiladhenu; it is a 
samvatsara-vraia\ Sankara deity; this destroys sins and 
sorrow and performer reaches Sivaloka; HV II. 866 ( from 
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Pad ) ~ KKV 439; this is Mat. 101. 4; ( 3 ) begin from K. 
su. 3rd; subsist for one year on cow urine and yavaka by 
nakta way; sarhvatsara vrata; Gauri and Rudra deities; 
at year’s end donate a cow; stays in Gauri-loka for a Kalpa; 
KKV 445 (two verses which are Mat. 101. 43-43 ). 

Rupanavaml —begin on Marg. 9th; tithivrata; Candika deity; 
the performer should observe a fast or nakta or ekabhakta 
on 9th, make a trident of flour and a silver lotus with a 
golden pericarp and present them to Durga, who destroys all 
sins; in P. and the following months different artificial 
animals are prepared and placed in different vessels and 
presented ( such as a golden elephant with four tusks placed 
in a golden vessel, golden ram in a golden vessel) to Svaha; 
he stays in Candraloka for numberless years and then 
becomes a handsome king; KKV 288-294 = HV I. 933-937 
( from Bhav.). Rupa means * manufactured article or figure 
resembling an animal.’ The deities mentioned are either 
forms of Durga or of Matrs. 

Rupasafikranti —on the day of Sankranti the performer takes oil 
bath, places in a golden vessel ghee along with some gold 
and presents it to a brahmana, observes ekabhakta that day; 
a safikrantivrata; reward is the same as a thousand A^va- 
medhas and beauty, youth, long life, health and wealth, 
heaven; HV II. 734 (from Skanda ). 

Rupasattra —on 8th of the dark half after Pha. purnima when 
joined with Mula naksatra one should begin the vrata; 
worship naksatra, its lord, Varuna and the Moon and Visnu; 
homa; honour guru; next day fast; he should worship 
Kesava and assign to the several limbs of Kesava from the 
feet upwards to the head and hair thereon different naksatras; 
the sattra is finished at the end of Cai. su.; at end of vrata 
worship Visnu with flowers, dhUpa &c.; homa with mantra 
(Rg. I. 22, 20 ); gift to guru; dinner to brahmanas; goes to 
heaven and when he returns becomes a king &c.; HV IL 
671-675 (from Vi. Dh.); vide Br. S. 104. 6~13 for same 
vrata on Cai. kr, 8, with fast and worship of Narayana and 
naksatra. 

RUpavdpti—i 1) by worshipping the ten Visve-devas on 5th tithi 
one reaches heaven; HV I. 574-75 (from Vi. Dh.); for ten 
Visvedevas, vide H. of Dh. voLIVp. 457 note 1018; (2) 
This is a Masavrata; from the 1st tithi after Pha. purnima 
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tip to Cai. purnima; one should worship the image of Kesava 
reclining on the hoods of Sesa, subsist by ekabhakta way, 
sleep on the ground ( not on a cot); fast for three days and 
then perform worship on Cai. purnima and donate silver and 
a pair of garments; this confers beauty ( rupa); H V 11. 744 
(from Vi. Dh. HI. 202. 1-5 ). 

Rogamukti—bj worshipping the attendants of Skanda, Kudra 
andYama one secures freedom from disease; HV I. 628 
(from Vi. Dh.), 

Rogahavidhi —^when on Sunday there is Purvaphalgunl-naksatra 
worship Sun image; the performer becomes free from 
diseases and reaches suryaloka; at night worship the sun 
with flowers of arka plant, eat arka flowers payasa \ lies 
at night on the ground; becomes free from all diseases and 
goes to suryaloka; this is a varavrata; sun deity; KKV 
20-21, HV II. 525-527 (from Bhav. U.), KR 600-601. 

Roca —name of several vratas such as Masopavasa, Brahma- 
roca, Kalaroca; to be begun on Cai. su. 1 and continued for 
a month or a year; Vi. Dh. (III. 222-223 ) describes them; 
chap. 224 dilates upon the uncertain character of women, 
but winds up ‘ women are the root of evils and also the 
means of securing dharma^ artha and kama\ one should not 
trust them, but they should be guarded like a gem ’ (verses 
25-26). 

Rotaka —^begin on first Monday in Sr. su.; for 3j months; fast 
on 14th of K. and worship with bilva leaves; five rotakas 
(wheat bread or cake toasted on an iron or earthen dish) 
to be made, one for naivedya, two for brahman a and two 
for performer; worship of Siva; perform for five years; on 
finishing vrata two rotakas of gold or siver to be donated; 
Vratarka, folios 30b-32b. Also called Bilvarotaka-vrata. 

Rohimcandra^sayana —Mat. 57 describes it at great length 
( verses 1—28) and Pad. (IV. 24.101-130) has also almost 
the same verses; here V isnu is worshipped under the names 
of the moon; when on a purnima there is Monday or on 
purnima there is Rohini-naksatra, one should bathe with 
pancagavya and mustard and should recite 108 times the 
mantra * apyayasva ’ (Rg. J. 91. 16 addressed to Soma) and 
a sudra should say * bow to Soma, bow to Visnu he should 
Worship Visnu with flowers and fruits and recite the names 
of Soma and address Rohini, dear wife of Soma; he should 
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drink cow’s urine, take food but no flesh, take 28 morsels 
and offer various flowers to the moon; this should be done 
for a year; at end donate a bedstead and golden images of 
Eohinl and the moon; should pray ‘ O Krsna! just as 
Rohini does not go away, leaving you that are Soma, so let 
me not be separated from prosperity ’; this confers beauty, 
health, long life and performer reaches candraloka; KKV 
378““382 ( quoting Mat.), HV II. 175-179 ( same verses from 
Pad. V. 24. 101-130); KKV and HV call it candrarohini- 
sayana. Bhav. U. ( 206. 1-30 ) also describes it just like 
Mat. 

RohiTjiidvadasi —^on 11th of Sr. kr. people ( male or female ) pre¬ 
pare a mandala with cowdung near a tank or the like and 
draw a picture of the Moon and Rohini and worship them, 
offer naivedya and give it to a brahmana, then enter reser¬ 
voir of water and contemplate upon Candra and Rohini and 
while still in water eat one hundred pellets of powdered 
masa and five modakas with ghee, then coming out give 
dinner and clothes to a brahmana; this should be done 
every year; HV 1.1113-14 (from Bhav. U.). 

Rohivdvrata —A naksatravrata; one should establish a copper or 
golden image of Rohini decked with five ratnas and worship 
it with two garments, flowers, fruits and naivedya; per¬ 
former to subsist by nakta way that day; next day donate 
image to a learned brahmana householder. Rohini is the 
naksatra of birth of Lord Krsna; HV II. 598-99 (from 
Skanda). 

Rohintsnana —a naksatravrata; performer and his priest to fast 
on Krttika and on Rohini the performer is to be bathed with 
five jars of water while standing on a heap of rice decked 
with sprigs of trees exuding milky juice, white flowers, 
and sandalwood paste; he should worship Visnu, 
Moon, Vamna, Rohini and Prajapati; homa to all these 
deities with ghee and all seeds; he should wear a precious 
stone set in a horn in three parts made of clay, horse’s hair 
and its hoof; secures sons, prosperity and fame; HV II. 
599-600 (from Vi. Dh.) 

Rohimjastami —the 8th of Bh. kr. when joined to Rohinl- 
naksatra is called Jayanti; when 8th tithi extends at 
least a hold before and after midnight that is the most holy 
time on which Lord Hari himself was born; fast on Jayanti 
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and worship of Hari destroy the performer’s sins for a 
hundred past lives; this Rohinivrata is superior to a hundred 
Ekadasivratas; RM 1231-1255 (ABORJ voL 36 pp. 320-322), 
KR 258, VKK 298-304. 

Eaudravinayakaijaga—'^heri on Thursday there is ekadasi and 
Pusya-naksatra or when Saturday occurs on ekadasi with 
Rohini, this yaga should be performed and it yields sons and 
blessedness; HV. IL 591. 

Laksanamaskaravrata-sahkalpa —on 11th of As. su. to offer one 
hundred thousand namaskaras to Visnu; to be finished on 
K. purnima; worship of image of Visnu by the hymn ‘ ato 
deva ’ ( Rg I. 22. 16-21), SmK 407-408. 

Laksapradaksina>rafa (one hundred thousand circumambula- 
tions )—begin on the start of caturmasya and finish on K. 
purnima; Visnu deity; SmK 406-407. 

Laksavartivrala —begin in K., Vai., M., the best month being 
Vai. and finish in three months on a purnima; every day 
waving lights before Visnu and LaksmI, Brahma and 
Savitri, Siva and Uma with a thousand wicks; SmK 410-411, 
Vratarka, folios 399-403b (from Vayu). 

Laksahoma —is a santi, for which see the section on santi; 
Nrsirhhapurana, chap. 35, SmK 475-479. 

Laks2ridrdravrata —When on Bh. kr. 8th there is Ardra-naksatra, 
begin this; worship of golden image of Uma and Siva by 
bathing it with pancamrta, then with gandha, flowers etc., 
with mantras mentioning several names of both; arghya, 
dhupa, naivedya with 32 edibles of wheat flour marked with 
figures of fish &c. containing five rasas ( curds, milk, ghee, 
honey and sugar) and modakas ; donate the golden images 
and edibles to a learned brahmana; secures removal of sins, 
charm, wealth, long life, fame; HV I. 826-829 (from Mat.). 

Lakseivari-vratu —same as Kotisvanurata above. 

Laksmipujana— in Divali —Vide pp. 199-200 above and VKK 
472-476, TT 186-87, NS 200. 

Laksmindrayanavrata —on Pha. Purnima; tithi; worship of 
Narayana and Laksmi, for one year, divided into three 
periods of four months each on every purnima; in four 
months from As, employ the name Sridhara and &I and in 
4 months from K. the name Kesiava and Bbuti; at night 
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offer arghya to Moon on each 15th; different substance in 
each period for purification of the body viz. pancagavya, 
water with kusas, water heated with Sun’s rays; HV II. 
664-666 (from Yi. Dh.). 

Laksmipradavrata—lt is one of the Krcchravratas in HV II. 
769-771; on K. kr. 7th tithi to 10th one should subsist 
respectively on milk, bilva leaves, lotuses, and morsels of 
lotus fibres and on 11th fast; worship Kesava on these days; 
secures Visnuloka; HV II. 770. 

Laksmlvrata—i 1) on every 5th tithi observe fast and worship 
Laksmi; one year; at end donate a golden lotus and a cow; 
he secures wealth in each life and reaches Visnuloka; HV 

l. 568 (from Yamapurana), KR 118 ( 2 ) on Cai. su. 3 

subsist on ghee and boiled rice, on 4th bathe outside the 
house in a tank having lotuses and worship Laksmi in a 
lotus and offer on 5th lotus with the hymn to Sri; on 5th 
bathe the same and donate gold; one year; Vi. Dh. 

m. 154.1-15. 

Lalitakantadevi-vrata —the same as Mahgala-candika above. 
TT p. 41 quotes Kalikapurana to the effect that Mangala- 
candika is called Lalitakantadevi, that has two arms, is fair, 
is seated on a red lotus and so on. 

Lalitavrata —‘on M. su. 3rd; bath in a river at midday with 
sesame and amalaka, worship Devi with flowers &c.; a copper 
vessel containing water, a piece of gold and aksatas should 
be placed before a brahmana who should sprinkle water from 
it on the performer with a mantra; the woman performer 
should donate the gold and drink water in which kusas are 
dipped and pass night sleeping on the ground and con¬ 
template Devi; on 2nd day honour brahmanas and a woman 
whose husband is alive; this vrata is for a year, in each 
month of which twelve different names of Devi were to be 
employed in worship (such as Isani in 1st, Lalita in 8th 
and Gauri in I2th*) and in the 12 months she fasts on su. 
3rd and subsists on one of twelve things in order, viz. water 
made holy with kusas, milk, ghee &c.; at end honour 
brahmana and his wife; she secures sons, beauty, health 
and freedom from widowhood; HV I. 418-421 (fromBhav. 
U. ). Agni (178.1-2) speaks of Lalita-trtiya and remarks 
that on Cai. kii, 3 Gauri was married by Siva. Mat. 60. 
14-15 say the same and Mat. 60.11 says that Sati is called 
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Lalita because she is supreme in all worlds and excels them 
in beauty. At the end of Brahmanda-purana there is a 
section of 44 chapters on the Lalita cult. 

Lalitasasthl —mostly for women; onBh.su. 6 collect sand of a 
river in a new bamboo vessel, make five balls of that sand 
and worship Lalitadevi thereon with 28 or 108 flowers of 
various kinds and fruits and naivedya of several edibles; 
jagara on that night with female friends without closing the 
eyes: on 7th give all naivedya to a brahmapa and feed 
maidens and five or ten brahmapa house-wives and dismiss 
them with the words ‘ May Lalita be pleased with me ’; HV 
I. 617-620 (from Bhav. U. 41. 1-18 ), VR 220-21 ( remarks 
that it is well-known in Gurjaradesa). 

Lalitasaptaml —m. in VKV 13 ( Saptami mixed with Sasthi to 
be preferred). 

Lavanadana —on Marg. purnima when it has Mrgasiras- 
naksatra, donate at moonrise to a brahmapa one prastha of 
ground salt in a vessel with a golden centre; secures beauty 
and sauhhagya ; V. Dh. 90.1-2 q. by SmK 430 and PC 306. 

Lavavasankrantiv7*ata —on day of sahkranti after bath draw with 
saffron paste a lotus with eight petals and pericarp; 
worship of the picture of Sun, place in front of it a vessel 
full of salt and jaggery and donate the vessel; this to be 
carried on for a year; at end make a golden image of Sun 
and donate it with the vessel of salt &c. and cow; this is 
a sahkrantivrata; HV H. 732-33 (from Skanda). 

Lavanij<^Qou'f'ivrata —on Cai. su. 5; observed by Tamil people as 
shown in the pancahga ( almanac). 

Lavanijavrata —From the 1st tithi after K. purpima, worship 
picture of Pradyumna on a piece of cloth or as an image, 
observe nakta way; when Marg. begins observe three days’ 
fast, worship Pradyumna, offer homa in fire with ghee; 
dinner to brahmanas with salt prominent; donate a prastha 
of powdered salt, two garments, gold, bell-metal vessel; for 
a month; this is a masa-vrata; confers beauty and heaven; 
HV. n. 785 (from Vi. Dh. IH, 203. 1-7 ). 

LavaT?,yavaptivrata—H.Y H. 785 calls it so; same as above. 

Lingavratas —in all these begin from K. su. 14; worship Siva; 
subsist by nakta way; make a lihga with flour of rice grains 
as high as a ratni (distance from elbow to end of closed 
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fist): cast over Linga a prastha of sGsame; on Marg. su. 14 
smear linga with saffron paste; in this way every month 
for a year different substance for smearing, different dhupa, 
naivedya &c.; even one guilty of grave sins reaches Rudra- 
loka; HV IL 50-56 (from Kalottara). A linga may be 
made with holy ashes, dry cowdung balls, from sand or 
crystal, the best being from clay on the mountains whence 
Narmada flows. 

Lingarcanatrata —on K. su. 13 with Saturday; one hundred 
names of Siva to be repeated; bath of linga with pancamrta 
and worship of Siva in the form of linga at the time of 
pradosax Skanda (1.17. 59-91) describes this; verses 75-89 
set out the one hundred names. 

LtZay/'o/a—Same as Nilavrata above p. 335. 

LoA:ayra^a—Begin from Cai. su. and subsist for seven days there¬ 
from respectively on cow’s urine, cow’s dung, milk, curds, 
ghee and water in which kusas are dipped and fast (on 7th); 
homa of sesame accompanied by maha-vyahrtis (bhuh, 
bhuvah, svah &c.); at end of year donate garment, bell- 
metal, cows; he becomes an emperor; HVII. 463 (quoting 
Vi. Dh. in. 162.1-7 ). 

Lohabhisarikakrtya —also written as Lohabhiharika or Lauhabhi- 
sarika—’From Asv. su. 1st to 8th tithi a king desirous of 
conquest should perform this rite; NS 178-179, SmK 332-336, 
RNP 444-446, Sm 28-32, PC 59, 70-72. A golden, silver or 
clay image of Durga is to be worshipped, so also the weapons 
and symbols of royalty with mantras; there is a legend that 
there was a demon named Loha who was shattered into 
pieces by the gods and all the iron and steel in the world is 
produced from his limbs. Lohabhisara means putting forth 
or brandishing iron or steel weapons (‘ Lohabhiharostrabhr- 
tam rajnam nirajano vidhih ’ Amarakosa). When a king 
started on an invasion the ceremony of sprinkling sacred 
water on him or waving lights before him was performed 
and that was called Lohabhisarika-karma. In Udyogaparva 
160. 93 we read * Lohabhisaro nirvrttah ’ &c. Nilakaptha 
explains that it comprises waving of lights before weapons 
and invoking deities. 

Lohityas^uma (bath in waters of Brahmaputra river). Vide 
under ‘ Brahmaputrasnana ’ 358 above. 
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Vafijulwrata —Vanjuli is one of the eight great dvadasis enume¬ 
rated above on p. 119; Vanjuli is dvadasi that exists the 
whole of one civil day (from sunrise to sunrise ) and extends 
over the next day, so that it is possible to fast on dvadasi 
and perform parana not on the next tithi but on dvadasi 
itself; worship of golden image of Narayana; in merit it is 
superior to thousands of Rajasuya sacrifices; NS 48, SmK 
252-253. 

Vatasauitrivrata —Vide above pp. 91-94. 

Vatsaradhipapuja —(worship of the lord of the year). The 
week-day on which the year begins in Cai. determines the 
lord of the year; vide p. 83 above and SmK 87, PC 56. 

Vatsadvadasi —K. kr. 12th is so called; deck a cow (with calf) 
with sandalwood paste and honour it with garlands, with 
arghya in a copper vessel at its feet and with naivedya of 
circular cakes made of mdsa ; on that day he should abstain 
from food cooked with oil or in a cooking pan and from 
cow’s milk, ghee, curds and buttermilk: SM 91-92. 

Varacaturtln —^begin on Marg. su. 4th; tithivrata; every month 
worship Ganesa and observe ekabhakta on that day but 
without ksara and lavana; continue for 4 years, but with 
nakta in 2nd year, ayacita in 3rd and fast in 4th; HV I, 
530-31 (from Skanda), KR 504 (in M.), KV 190 (in M.), 
VKK 498. 

Varadacaturthi —on M. su. 4th; tithivrata; worship of Varada 
(i. e. Vinayaka) on 4th and on 5th worship with kunda 
flowers; S. Pr. (folio 47 b), while KR 504 and VKK 498 say 
that Varacaturthi is confined to 4th and worship on 5th 
with kunda flowers is Sripancami and that ‘ vara ’ means 
* Vinayaka ’. 

Varadacaturthi—on M. su. 4th; tithi; Gauri deity; specially for 
women; GK 77; HV I. 531 has Gauri-caturthi (from Brah.) 
which appears to be the same. NS 133 says Bh. su. 4 is 
Varadacaturthi, while PC 95 says that Marg. su. 4th is so 
called. 

Varanavayni —on each 9th tithi subsist for nine years on flour; 
tithi; Devi is deity; all desires fulfilled; if performer sub¬ 
sists on food not cooked on fire for life on each navaml he 
reaps here and in next world endless rewards; KKV 296 = 
HV I. 937 (from Bhav.), latter calling it * Varavrata 

H. D. 51 
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Varalaksmlirata —on Sr. Purnima, when Venus shines in the 
east; erect a mandapa to the north-east of one’s house, 
establish a kalasa therein, on which Varalaksml should be 
invoked and worshipped to the accompaniment of Srisukta; 
vide pp. 147-149 of the transcript of Samrajyalaksmipithika 
(transcript No 43 of 1925-26 in B. O. R I. Poona). 

Varavrata —(1) Vide ‘VaranavamI’ above; (2) one fasting for 
seven days and donating a jar of ghee to a brahmapa 
reaches Brahmaloka; Sarhvatsaravrata; Brahma deity; 
KKV 449 (Mat. lOl. 68 calling it Ghrta-vrata), HV H. 886 
(from Pad.). 

Varatik^aptami —on any 7th tithi; a person should subsist on 
only such food as he can purchase with three varatikas 
( cowries ), whether it is proper for him to eat it or not; Sun 
deity; reward not stated; KKV 184, HV 1.726 (from Bhav.). 

Varahadiadasi —on M. su. 12: tithivrata: Varaha form of Visnu 
is deity; sahkalpa and worship on 11th; golden image of 
Varaha to be placed on a jar in which pieces of gold, silver 
or copper and all seed had been cast and worship thereof 
and jagara in man^pa of flowers; next morning donate the 
image to a learned and well-conducted brahraana; reward 
is saubhagya^ wealth, beauty, honour and sons in this very 
life; KKV 319-321, HV 1.1027-29 (both quoting Var. 41. 
1-10 ), GK pp. 151-152. 

Varunarraia—If a man standing a whole night in water donates 
a cow the next morning, he secures Varuna-loka; KKV 450 
(52nd Sastivrata), HV II. 905 (from Pad.); the verse is 
Mat. 101. 74); (2) Vi. Dh. (III. 195.1-3) is somewhat 
different; worship of Varuna from the beginning of Bh. to 
the Pull Moon thereof; at end donate jaladhenu together 
with iimbrella, sandals and two garments. The word 
jaladhenu occurs in Anusasana 71.41 and inMat. 53.13; 
vide H. of Dh. vol. H. p. 880. 

Varruivrata This is a Caturmurtivrata extending over four 
months from Cai. su.; in Cal, Vai., Jy., As., the performer 
observes a fast and worships Vasudeva, Sahkarsana, 
Pradyumna and Aniruddha and donates respectively 
materials useful for sacrifice by a brahnaana, war materials 
to a ksatriya, merchandise to a vaisya and materials for 
manual work to a sudra; performer secures Indraloka; HV 
n. 828 (from Vi Dh.). 
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Vardhapanavidhi—{i^YOQQd\XTQ of birthday ceremony and festival). 
In the case of a child this was done every month on the tithi 
of birth and in the case of a king it was done every year t 
sixteen goddesses (such as Kumuda, Madhavi, Gaurl* 
Rudrani, Parvati) should be drawn with indigo or saffron 
with the Sun in the middle of a circle, Vedic verses should 
be loudly recited and a festival held with loud music and 
the goddesses should be worshipped after bathing the child 
and 16 vessels of wicker-work filled with rich materials, 
edibles, flowers, fruits &c. should be donated in honour of 
each of the sixteen goddesses and gifts should be made to 
brahmanas and women whose husbands are alive with the 
prayer ‘ May the goddesses Kumuda and others confer on 
my child health, happiness and increase his life The 
parents may then have dinner along with their relatives; 
in the case of a king an offering ( havis ) was made to Indra 
and the Lokapalas and Vedic verses such as Rg. VI. 47,11, 
X. 161. 4 were recited; HV II. 889-892 (from Atharvana- 
gopathabrahmana and Skanda). 

Varsavrata —begin on 9th of Cai. su.; tithivrata; worship of the 
great mountains Himavat, Hemakuta, Srhgavat, Meru, 
Malyavat, Gandhamadana; fast on that day; at end gift of 
a silver model of Jambudvipa; secures all desires and 
heaven; HV I. 959 (from Vi. Dh.). Himavat, Hemakuta 
and others are styled varsaparvatas in Brah. 18.16, Mat. 
113. 10-12, Vayu 1.85. 

Vallahhotsava —festival in honour of the great Vaispava teacher 
Vallabha said to have been born in 1497 A. D., who wrote 
many works, emphatically taught a non-ascetic view of 
religion and rested his doctrines on the Bhagavata. It is 
held on Cai, kr. 11. 

Vasantapancarnl —on 5th tithi of M, ku.,; tithivrata; worship of 
Visnu; VR 220. 

Vasantolsara —(festival of spring). There is a poetic and 
detailed description of the advent of spring in Va 6.10-21; 
the Malavikagnimitra and Ratnavali were both brought on 
the stage in Vasantotsava as expressly stated in the 
prastdvana to both; the third Act of the former drama 
shows that in this festival presents of red Ak>ka flowers 
were sent to one’s dear ones and wives in high families used 
to be seated on a swing with their husbands. NS 229 puts 
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it on Cai. kr. 1 (by purnimanta reckoning ), while PC 100 
places it on M. su. 5 (following NA ). The first Act of a 
drama Parijatamanjari-natika is called Vasantotsava in 
Caitra-parva; vide E. I. vol. VIII pp, 96 ff where two Acts of 
the drama by Madana, upadhyaya of Arjunavarman of 
Dhara, are published from a stone. 

Vasundharadevivrata —^m. in Asvaghosamandimukha-avadanam. 
Vide JRAS vol. VIII ( new series ) pp. 13-14. 

Vasuirrata —(1) worship of the eight Vasus that are really 
forms of Vasudeva on the 8th tithi with fast from Cai. su. 
drawn in a circle or as images;at end donate a cow; secures 
wealth and crops and Vasuloka. The eight Vasus are 
Dhara, Dhruva, Soma, Apah, Anila, Anala, Pratyusa and 
Prabhasa. Vide Anusasana 150. 16-17, Mat. 5. 21, 
Brahmanda III. 3. 21 for these. HV I. 848-49 (from Vi. 
Dh.); ( 2) gift of a cow together with plenty of gold when 
it is about to be delivered and subsisting on milk alone 
that day; performer reaches the highest goal and is not 
born again; HV 11. 885 (from Pad.) For the high impor¬ 
tance of the gift of a cow in that condition (and called 
• ubhayatomukhi ’) vide H. of Dh. voL H. p. 879. 

Vastatrirdtra —see ‘ Bastatriratra * above p. 355. 

Vahnivrata —(1) by worship of Agni one secures the reward of 
Agnistoma; HV I. 791 from Vi. Dh.; ( 2 ) begin on Ama- 
vasya of Cai.; tithivrata; worship of Agni and homa with 
sesame on every amavasya for a year; at end donate gold; 
HV H. 255-256; this is Vi. Dh. III. 190. 1-3, but HV quotes 
same verses from Visnupurana. 

Vdnijyaldbhavrata —^fast on Mula naksatra and on Purvasadha; 
the performer with face to east is to be bathed with water 
from four fresh jars in which conch-shell, pearl, roots of reed 
plants and gold are cast and then he is to worship Visnu, 
Varuna and the moon inhis court-yard; homa with ghee 
in honour of these deities; gifts of blue garments; 
sandalwood, wine, white flowers; by this the trader secures 
success and does not fail in sea voyage and agriculture; 
HV n. 648-649 (from Vi. Dh.) 

Vamanajayantl—on Bh. su. 12th; Vamana (avatara of Visnu) 
is said to have been born at mid-day on this tithi when there 
was Sravana-naksatra; fast on this day; removes all sins; 
GK pp. 147-148, Vratarka folio 244a to 247a (from Bhav. 
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U,). Vide Bhagavata VIII. chapters 17-23. In chap. 18. 
5-6 it is said that Vamana appeared in month of Sr. on 12th 
tithi when the naksatra was Sravana, the muhurta was 
Abhijit and this tithi is called Vijayadvadasl Vide HV I, 
pp. 1138-1145 (from Bhavisyottara) much of which is 
quoted by Vratarka. 

Vamanadvadasi —OnCai. 12; tithivrata; Visnu deity; fast on 
that day; worship of the limbs from the feet to the head 
connecting each with a different name (such as ‘ Vamana- 
yeti vai padam ’); establish a golden image of Vamana in a 
jar with white yajnopavUa, umbrella, sandals, rosary near it 
and donate them next morning with the words ‘ May Visnu 
in the form of a dwarf be pleased ’ after taking the twelve 
names ( Kesava, Narayana &c») with the months respecti¬ 
vely from Marg.; result-sonless man has a son, one desiring 
wealth gets wealth; Var. 43. 1-16 q. by KKV 323-325 
and HV I 1030^*1032, VKK 320-21, NS 140-141, SmK 
249-250; some authorities say that Vamana appeared on 
11th; others say that was on 12th. Vide NS. 140 for these 
views. 

Vayuvrata —(1) by worship of Vayu, performer secures the 
highest goal; HV I. 791 (half a verse); (2) begin on 14th 
tithi of Jy. su.; tithivrata; Vayu deity; for a year; fast on 
each su. 14th; at end of vrata gift of two garments; HV 11. 
152 (from Vi. Dh. IH. 185.1-3 ). 

Vdram^atas —Agni chap. 195, KKV 8-34, Danasagara pp. 568- 
570, HV II. 520-592, HK 517-521, KB 593-610, SmK 549- 
588. Some works like Vratarka deal with vratas on Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday alone. 

Varalaksmivrata —on a Friday nearest to &. purnima or on I4th 
ofSr.su.; varavrata; LaksmI deity; Vratarka 358b-^362b, 
from Bhav. U. 

Vdrivrata —a masavrata; Brahma seems to be the deity; one 
should subsist in aydcita way in the four months of Cai., Jy.* 
As. and M. or P.; at end of vrata donate a pitcher covered 
with garments, food, vessel containing sesame and gold; 
he reaches Brahmaloka; HV n. 857 (from Pad.). 

Pdrwtit—The 13th of Cai. kr. if it falls on Satabhisak 
naksatra (of which Vanina is the presiding deity) is 
called Vamni and is equal to a orore of solar eclipses; if in 
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addition it falls on Saturday it is called Maha-varuni; if in 
addition to all these there is a subha-yoga, then it is maha- 
maha-Vanim; VKK 518-519, KT 463, SmK 107, GK 611 
(from Skanda), KTV 189-190. 

Vamdeoaivadasi —-on As. su. 13; tithi; Vasudeva is deity; wor¬ 
ship of the limbs of Vasudeva from feet to head with 
different names of Vasudeva and his vyufias ; a golden image 
of Vasudeva to be worshipped which is to be placed in a 
water jar, covered with two garments and donated; it is 
worthy of note that this vrata is said to have been imparted 
by Narada to Vasudeva and Devaki; the performer gets a 
son or kingdom if he has lost it and his sins are destroyed; 
HV L 1036-37 ( several verses are the same as in Var. 46 )* 

Vighna-viridijaka-vrata —For four months from Pha; AK folio 
356. 

Vtjaya—i 1) on 10th of Asv. su. a little after sunset when the 
stars are just appearing, being most auspicious time for 
accomplishing all objects; SmK 353; (2) it is also the 
name of the 11th muhurta of the day divided into 15 muhur- 
tas; SmK 353. 

Vijaya-dhupa^-desGTihed in HV 11. 51 (from Bhav. I. 68. 3-4 ). 

Vijoyadvadash (1) Sankalpa on 11th; fast on dvadasi on which 
there is Sravana-naksatra; a golden image of Visnu clad in 
yellow robes to be made and to be worshipped with arghya; 
jagaraya at night; next day at sunrise donate image; 
dvadasi with Sravana when the Sun is in Lion and the 
Moon in Sravana is not possible except in Bh.; HV 1.1136- 
38 (from Agni), KR 287-388; ( 2 ) same in HV I. 1138- 
1140; ( 3) PhA su. 11th or 13th if joined to Pusya-naksatra 
is called Vijaya; ( 4) Bh. su. or kr. 11th or 13th if joined to 
Wednesday and Sravana-naksatra is called Vijaya; vrata 
in su. leads to heaven and in kr. to destruction of sins; 
Visnu deity; HV I. 1152-1155 (from Brahmavaivarta)* 
Some of these occur in KKV 348-50 (from Adityapurana). 

I ijwjavidhi a varavrata; on Sunday falling on su. 7 with 
Prajapatya(Rohiui) naksatra; Sun deity; KKV 17-18. 

Fi/a^airato—worship of (image ) of Airavata (Indra’s elephant) 
with a strap in his mouth and Uccaihsravas (horse of Indra); 
secures victory; HV I. 576 (from Vi. Dh.). 
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Vijaya—i]xQ name is given to several tithis e. g. su. 7 falling on 
Sunday is so called ( Bhav. U. 43. 2, VKK 9, HK 625, PC 
105 ); vide also entry Vijayavidhi; the Garuda (I. 136.1-2 ) 
notes that dvadasi or ekadasi joined to Sravana-naksatra 
is so called; KKV 349, KR 287-291. Vijaya-saptaml occurs 
in E. I. III. 53“’56 and I. A vol. 25 p. 345, Torkhede grant of 
Rastrakuta king Govinda, dated in sake 735 current 
(813 AD.) Pausa. VKK 36 states that if Vijaya-saptami has 
the Sun in Hasta it is called ‘ maha-maha ’; su. Ekadasi 
when it has Punarvasu naksatra is called Vijaya; HK 633 
quoting Vi. Dh. 

Vijaijasaptami~{\) on 7th of su. with Sunday; tithi-vrata; 
Sun deity; KKV 127-129 = HV I. 663-64 (both quote a 
few verses from Bhav. U. 43. 1-30); ( 2 ) on M. su. 7th; tithi; 
Sun deity; fast on that day and repeating one thousand 
names of the Sun (set out in HV I. pp. 707-716 ); for a 
year; reward-freedom from diseases and sins; HV 1.705-717; 
( 3) Garuda (I. 130. 7-8 ) notices another variety of this 
vrata performed on seven saptamis by fasting and foregoing 
wheat, masa, yava, sastika, bell-metal vessel, food ground on 
stones, honey, sexual intercourse, meat, wine, oil bath, 
coUyrium and sesame. 

Vijayayajnasaptami —on M. su. 7; tithi; Sun deity; for one year, 
different name of the Sun being employed in each month; 
12 brahmanas to be honoured; at end donate a golden image 
of the Sun with a golden car and charioteer to the acanja ; 
HV I. 757-760 (from Bhav.). 

Vitastapuja —At the end of Bh. from the 10th of su. for seven 
days one should see, bathe in, drink water of, worship and 
contemplate on the river Vitasta (Hydaspes of the Greeks, 
modern Jhelum), that is an incarnation of Sati ( Parvatl); 
special worship at confluence of Vitasta and Sindhu; festival 
in honour of the river wherein actors and dancers should 
be honoured; KR 286 (quoting Brah.). 

Vidyapratipad-vrata —on the first tithi of a month, person desir¬ 
ing learning and wealth should worship images of Vispu 
and Laksmi on a square figure made with husked rice grains 
with full blown lotuses (1000 or less in number) and with 
milk or pdyasa, and of Sarasvati placed by their side, and of 
the Moon and honour his guru and fast that day and on 2nd 
worship Visnu, offer gold to his acarya and then dine; HV 
I. 338-340 (from Garuda). 
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Vidyavaptivrata—'fTom 1st tithi of M. after P. purnima for one 
month; worship of Hayagriva with sesame, homa with 
sesame and fast for first three days; this is masavrata; 
performer becomes learned; HV II. 7^6-97 (fromVi. Dh. 

m. 207.1-5). 

Vidydvrata-—on 2nd tithi of a month, draw square figure with 
white rice grains and in its midst a figure of a lotus with 
eight petals on the pericarp of which draw Laksmi with 
lotus in her hand and the latter’s eight saktis ( such as 
Sarasvatl, Rati, Maitri, Vidya ), these to be placed on the 
petals; salutations to these latter in the form ‘om Sarasvatyai 
namah ’; draw several deities ( named) as lords of four 
quarters and four intermediate quarters; place four ( Vyasa, 
Kratu, Manu, Daksa) as gurus and Vasistha and others 
on the mandala; worship all these with various flowers; 
repeat Srisukta (one of the Khilasuktas beginning with 
* Hiranyavarnam harinim *), the Purusasukta ( Rg. X. 90) 
and hymns to Visnu; donate a cow and a bull and a jar of 
water to the priests and also five vessels filled with fried rice, 
sesame and (by a woman performer ) turmeric powder, gold 
to a house-holder and food to the hungry; the pupil should 
pray to the acarya to impart learning and the acarya 
should impart it in the presence of images; HV I. 386-389 
(from Gar.). 

Vidhdna-<ivddasa-saptami —Observance of vrata on the 7th tithi 
in the twelve months from Cai. described at length; they 
are also given separate names such as Marica-saptami, 
Phala-saptamI, Anodana-saptami; in all these Sun is deity; 
mantra is ‘ om namah Suryaya ’; HV 1. 792-804 ( from 
Aditya-^purana). 

Vidhamsaptami —tithi vrata; Sun deity; a man should begin 
on M. 7 and subsist on one of the twelve things alone in 
order on the 7th tithis of the twelve months from M. viz. the 
tips of arka flower, pure cowdung, maricay water, fruit, 
mula (radish), nakta way, fast, ekabhakta, milk, taking in 
air, ghee; KV 419, VKK 37-38, TT 36-37, KT 459-460; 
VKK 38 distinguishes this from Ravivrata (which is to be 
observed on Sunday beginning from the first Sunday in M,). 

Vinaijakacdturthi —(1) Vide Ganesa-caturthi above pp. 145-149; 

(2 ) on each 4th tithi the performer donates sesame food 
and himself partakes of sesame and water at night; for two 
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years; KKV 79 (quoting Bhav. I 22.1-2), HV I. 519-520 
( quotes same verses and calls it Ganapati-caturthi). 

Vinayakaurata —^begin on Pha. su. 4; tithi; Ganesa deity; four 
months, on every su. 4 the performer observes nakta, makes 
homa with sesame, donates sesame; at end in the 5th month 
donates a golden image of Ganesa with four copper vessels 
filled with payasa and a 5th one with sesame; freedom from 
all obstacles; Bhav. U. 33.1-13. 

Vinayakasnapana-caturthi —in Bhav. U. 32. 1-30 (reproducing 
several verses of Yaj. 1. 271-294 ). This is really a Santi 
and not a vrata and may be dealt with under the section 
on Santi. 

Vibhuti-dvadasi —^on 10th of su. in K., Vai., Marg., Pha. or As., 
performer should undertake the niyamas (restrictions) of 
this vrata; fast on 11th and worship Janardana (image); 
he should offer worship to the several limbs from the feet 
(of Vispu ) to the head in such forms as ‘ vibhutide nama^ 
padau vikosayeti januni ’; he should place in front of Visnu 
image a golden fish in a jar of water; jagara with stories 
( about Vispu) and donate next morning the golden image 
and jar with prayer ‘ just as Visnu is never bereft of his 
great manifestations, may you free me from the mire of all 
the sorrows of samsara ’; he should donate every month the 
image of each of ten avatar as of Visnu and of Dattatreya 
and Vyasa, together with a blue lotus on dvadasi; after 
finishing twelve dvadasis he should donate to the guru or 
acarya a lavanacala, a bedstead with all appurtenances, a 
cow, a village (by kingly performer) or a field (the village 
chief) and to other brahmanas cows and garments; this 
procedure may be followed for three years; he becomes free 
from sins, saves a hundred ptYrs &c.; KKV 364-367, HV 
1.1057-1060; both quote from Mat. 100. 1-37 (some verses 
are different), which are also found in Pad. V. 20. 4-42. 
For the gift called Lavanacala, vide H. of Dh. II. p. 882, 
Mat. 84.1-9. 

Virupak^vrata —^begin on 14th of P. su.; worship of Siva for 
one year; at end donate all materials to a brahmanaand 
donate a camel; becomes free from fear of raksasaSf from 
diseases and secures all objects; HV H. 153 (from Vi Dh. 
lU. 186.1-3). 
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sankalpa on lOth night of Asv. su, ‘ I shall fast 
on 11th, worship Kesava and shall partake of food the next 
day (on l*2th)’; worship of Kesava from feet to head; a 
mandala should be made and thereon a four-cornered altar; 
place on altar a winnowing basket in which an image of 
Laksmi called Visoka (that frees from sarrow ) is kept and 
the prayer ‘ May Visoka destroy sorrow, confer wealth and 
all success ’; on all nights worshipper to drink water in which 
darbhas are dipped; dance and song all night; honour pairs 
of brahmanas; this procedure every month ; at end donate 
bedstead and gudadhenu and the surpa (basket) together 
with Laksmi image; KKV 360-364, HV 1.1075-1078 (from 
Pad. V. 21. 22'80.); Mat. 81 describes this and 82 describes 
Gudadhenu which is only a subsidiary part ( anga ) in this 
vrata. Vide H. of Dh. voL II. pp. 880-81 for gudadhenu. 

Visokamsthi —on M. su. 5th bath with black sesame and partake 
food made up of rice and sesame; then on 6th make a golden 
lotus and worship it as Sun with red karavira flowers and 
two red garments and pray for freedom from sorrow.( soka ); 
should drink cow’s urine and then sleep; on 7th donations 
to guru and brahmanas and partake of food without oil and 
salt, observe silence and listen to Purana works; this should 
be done in both fortnights for one year; at end on M. su. 
7th donate a jar containing a golden lotus, a furnished bed¬ 
stead and a kapila cow; HV I. 600-602 (from Bhav. U. 38. 
1-7 ); KKV ( 211-212 ) gives these very verses as Visoka- 
saptaml. 

Viiokasankranti —When on an Ay ana day or Visuva day there 
is Vyatipatayoga the performer should bathe in water mixed 
with tilas and observe ekabhakta; he should bathe a golden 
image of the Sun with pancagavya and offer gandha and 
flowers, clothe it in two red garments and place it in a 
copper vessel and worship the Sun (image) from feet to 
head with different names of Sun, and offer arghya; one 
year; at end worship Sun, offer homa with mantras addres¬ 
sed to the Sun, donate twelve kapila cows or one cow if 
poor; secures long life, health and prosperity; this is a 
sahkranti vrata; HV H. 742-743 (from Skanda). 

Visokasapfami —HV I. 746-47 quotes from Bhav. thirteen verses 
on this which are the same as Mat. 75. 1-12 ( =Pad. V. 2L 
235-248) and which are the same as the verses under 
Visokasasthi. 
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Visvarupavrata —on su. 8th or 14th when it falls on Saturday 
and Eevati naksatra: Siva is deity; the lihga should be 
bathed in mahasnana; camphor as unguent, white lotuses 
and many ornaments to be placed on linga, burn camphor 
as incense, naivedya of payasa and ghee; gift to acarya of 
a horse or elephant; performer gets whatever he desires 
(son, kingdom, pleasures &c.), hence vrata is called Visva* 
rupa (lit. having all forms ); drink at night water mixed 
with kusas and observe jagara; HV I. 865-866 (from 
Kalottara). 

Visvavrata —(1) Ekabhakta on 10th of every month; tithivrata: 
for a year; at end donate ten cows and golden or silver 
images of the ten directions with a trough full of sesame; 
performer becomes an emperor and all his sins are destroy¬ 
ed; KKY 451, HV L 983 (from Pad.); Mat. 101. 83 
mentions this; ( 2 ) Visvedevas to be worshipped on ekadasi; 
images of them to be placed on lotus petals; tithivrata; 
Visvedevas deity ; offer stream of ghee and fuel sticks, 
curds, milk, honey; HV I. 1148 (from Bhav.). This vrata 
is like Vaisvanara-pratipad. 

Viivedeva-dasami-puj ^—^from K. su. 10; tithi; ten Visvedevas 
enumerated in Vi. Dh. III. 176.1 that are manifestations of 
Kesava are deity; worship them in mandalas or as images; 
one year; at end donate gold; reaches Visvedevaloka. Vi. 
Dh. HI. 176.1-5. 

Vistivrata or V isUbhadi'o ,—The karanas will be described in the 
section on Kala. They are of two classes, cara ( moveable) 
and sthira (fixed). The first are seven of which Visti is 
one. Vide Br. S. 99. 1, Visti is half of a tithi. The works 
on astrology raised it to the status of an ill-formed malignant 
demoness. Visti comprised 30 ghatikas which were distribu¬ 
ted unevenly in her mouth, throat, heart, navel, waist and 
tail (respectively 5,1, 11, 4, 6, 3 ghatikas); HV II. 719-724 
(from Bhav. U.), Ki.^ 330, SmK 565-566 describe her as the 
daughter of the Sun and sister of Saturn, she has the mouth 
of an ass, three feet &c. Visti was generally destructive and 
was to be avoided for any auspicious undertaking, but it 
was a favourable time for destroying enemies or poisoning 
them (Br. S. 99. 4); fast on the day that has Visti; but if 
Visti occurs at night then ekabhakta may be resorted to on 
two days; worship gods and pitrs and then image of Visti 
made of (far^Aas with flowers &c.; naivedya is of kfsara 
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( dish of rice and peas and spices, Marathi khicadi ); gift of 
dark garment, dark cow and dark blanket. Visti and 
Bhadra mean the same thing. Vide HV II. 719-724, KN 
330, SmK 565-566. 

Visnu —^Vi. Dh. III. 123 lays down what names of Visnu should 
be taken on certain occasions, such as crossing a river 
( when one is to remember Matsya, Kurma and Varaha), 
or when the planets or naksatras are unfavourable or when 
one is in danger from robbers and tigers &c. (remember 
name Nrsirhha); Vi. Dh. 111.124 sets out the names of 
Visnu to be uttered in months from Cat, or on weekdays, 
naksatras, tithis; chap. 125 deals with the names to be taken 
when visiting certain holy places, countries &c. 

Vis^utrimurtivrata —^Visnu has three forms or manifestations 
viz. Vayu, the Moon and the Sun; these protect all the three 
worlds; they are also inside the bodies of men as vataf pitta 
(bile) and kapha (phlegm); in this way Visnu has three 
palpable forms; worship Him on Jy. su. 3 observing a fast; 
in early morning worship Vayu, offer at midday homa in 
Agni with yavas and sesam©> at sunset worship the Moon 
in water; for a year (on each 3rd of su.); worshipper reaches 
heaven; if he performs for three years, he is in heaven for 
5000 years; Vi. Dh. HI. 136.1-26. 

Vi^vutriratravrata^on K. su. 9th; make a golden image of Hari 
and of TulasI and worship for three days and celebrate 
marriage of TulasI with Hari; NS 204. 

Fis9wdemA;ii;ra/a—begin on 1st tithi of K.; for a year; bathe 
with pancagavya and partake of it; worship of Vasudeva 
with bana flowers, sandalwood paste and sumptuous naive- 
dya; resolve to abstain for a month from harming any living 
being (even animal), from telling an untruth, from theft, 
flesh and honey; engage in constant thought on Visnu; no 
reviling of sastra, sacriflce or devatas ; partake of naivedya 
with silence every day; same procedure in Marg., P. and M. 
and other months except that flowers, incense and naivedya 
are different; HV H. 636-638 (from Vi. Dh.). It is worthy 
of note that this vrata was imparted to Devaki, mother of 
^?sna, who wanted a good son and she was asked to worship 
Vasudeva who is no other than her own son. 

Vi^upancaka the last five days of K. are so called; worship 
Hari and Radha during those five days with five upacaras 
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viz. gandha &c.; all sins being destroyed he goes to Visnu- 
loka; various ways of service are described viz. worship on 
11th, drinking cow’s urine on 12th, milk on 13th, curds on 
14th, worship Kesava on 15th and drink pancagavya in 
evening, or worship Hari with TulasI leaves; Pad. III. 
23.1-33. 

Vi^uparfa or Visnupadt —name of the four zodiacal signs of 
Vrsabha, Simha, Vrscika and Kumbha; vide KN 332 and 
under Sahkranti above p. 213. 

Visnupadavrata —^begin on Purvasadha-naksatra in Asadha; 
worship the three steps of Visnu placed in milk or ghee; 
performer to subsist on sacrificial food ( havisya ) at night 
alone; in Sravana on Uttarasadha worship of Govinda and 
Visnu’s three steps, gift and food being different; in Bh. on 
Purvasadha, in Pha. on Purvaphalguni and in Cai. on 
UttaraphalgunI similar worship; performer secures health, 
prosperity and goes to Visnuloka; HV II. 665-667 (from 
Vi. Dh.). 

Visriuprabodha —^Rising of Visnu from sleep in K Vide pp. 109- 
110 above and HK 903-4, KR 421-425. 

Vimupraptivrata —^fast on dvadasi, arghya to the Sun with the 
words * Namo Narayanaya ’; worship of Visnu image with 
white flowers with the mantra ‘ O, best among gods IO 
support of earth I having accepted with a gracious mind 
these flowers may the Lord Visnu be pleased with me he 
should subsist on syamaka (millet) or corn that ripens in 
sixty days from sowing with condiments, rice or barley or 
nimra ( wild rice); thenparana; performer reaches Visnu¬ 
loka; KKV 343-344. HV L 1203-4 (from Bhav.). 

Vismdaksavartivrata--clean3e cotton of dust and pieces of grass 
&c. on an auspicious tithi and lagna and spin threads there¬ 
from four finger-breadths in length and five such threads 
would make a wick; one hundred thousand of such wicks 
immersed in ghee placed in a vessel of silver or bell-metal 
should be kindled before Visnu image; the proper time for 
kindling is either or Vai., the last being the best; 

every day a thousand or two thousand lighted wicks should 
be waved before Visnu; finish the vrata on purnima of one 
of the above three months; then udyapana; nowadays this 
is done in the Deccan by women only; VEID 383-398* 
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Viqmvrata —(1) worship of Visnu image drawn on a lotus; 
this vrata has the same procedure as Vaisvanaravrata; HV 
I. 1177 (from Bhav.); ( 2 ) fast on twelve dvadasis (in a 
year) and gift of cow, calf and gold; performer secures 
highest goal; HV I. 1202 (from Pad.), VKK 70; (3) 
begin on 2nd tithi of P. su.; for a year divided into two 
periods of six months each; the performer bathes on the four 
days from 2nd tithi with water respectively mixed with 
mustard, sesame, vaca (plant with aromatic root) and 
sarvausadhis ; the names to be worshipped on those four days 
are respectively Krsna, Acyuta, Hrsikesa and Kesava; 
arghya to be offered to the crescent of the moon on the four 
tithis respectively as Sasin, Candra, Sasahka andNisapati; 
performer to eat once at night while moonlight lasts; 
daksina to be given on 5th; this was performed by ancient 
kings ( Dilipa, Dusyanta), sages ( Marici, Cyavana) and 
high-born ladies (Devaki, Savitrl, Subhadra); result-removal 
of sins and securing desired objects; Agni 177. 15-20, HV 
n. 458-460 (from Vi. Dh.); (4) early morning bath 
for four months from As., gift on K, purnima of a cow and 
dinner to brahmanas; reaches Visnuloka; KKV 444 (quot¬ 
ing Mat. 101. 37 ), KR 219 ; ( 5 ) on Cai. su. 4th observe 
fast and worship the several groups of four forms in which 
Hari appears, viz. Nara, Narayana, Haya and Haihsa; or 
as Mitra, Varuna, Indra and Visnu, the first two being 
Sadhyas and the latter two siddhas; perform for twelve 
years; he finds the way to moks 2 and becomes equal to the 
Highest; Vi. Dh. HI. 151.1-8. 

Vi^usankaravrata —This is to follow the procedure of Umamahe- 
sv^avrata (p. 277 above). It is to be performed in Bh. 
or Asv. on Mrgasiras, Ardra, Purvaphalguni, Anuradha or 
Jyestha; the only differences are that garments for Visnu 
image should be yellow, the daksinas for Visnu and Sankara 
were respectively to be gold and pearls; HV IL 593-594 
(calls it Sahkara-Narayana-vrata), KR 282-283 (both 
quote Devipurana). 

Vi^uiayanolsava —The festival on the sleeping of Visnu either 
on the 11th or 12th of As. su.; NS 102; vide above pp. 109- 
110 for Visnusayana. This is not to be performed in inter¬ 
calary month. 

Visnusrfikhala’^oga —when dvadasi is mixed up with ekadasi 
and dvadasi has also Sravana-naksatra on it, it is called 
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Visnusrnkhala; by fasting thereon one’s sins are wiped out 
and one secures sayujya (absorption ) into Visnu; HV 295, 
KV 464, PC 216-219. 

VlrapratipadassimQ as Balipratipada above p. 201-203, 

Viravrata —^on 9th tithi a person should observe ekabhakta, treat 
to dinner maidens and donate a golden jar, two garments 
and gold; for a year (on each 9th dinner to maidens ); in 
each life he becomes handsome and is not subdued by 
enemies and reaches Siva’s capital; the deity appears to be 
Siva or Uma or both; Mat. 101. 27-28 q. by KKV 443, HV 
I. 958 (from Pad.), VKK 41. 

Vtrasana —a posture required in all Krcchras; HV I 322 ( quot¬ 
ing Gar.) and H. 932 and also in Aghamarsanavrata 
(Sahkhasmrti 18. 2). It removes all sins. Vide H. of Dh. IV. 
p. 148 note 342. For another meaning (in Yoga system ), 
vide H. of Dh. vol. H. p. 957 note 2127a. 

Vrksotsavavidhi —Great importance was attached to the planting 
of trees. Mat. 59 {verses 1-20 same as Pad. V. 24.192-211 ) 
contains the procedure of tree festival. It is briefly as 
follows:-trees in a garden should be sprinkled with sarvamadhi 
water, decked with fragrant powder and flowers and cloth 
should be wound round them; the trees should be pierced 
with a golden needle (imitating karnavedha) and collyrium 
applied to them with a golden pencil; on the platforms of 
trees seven or eight golden fruits should be placed, jars 
containing pieces of gold should be established under the 
trees: homa to be offered to Indra, Lokapalas and Vanaspati; 
a milch cow covered with white cloth decked with gold 
ornaments and having horns tipped with gold should be let 
loose from the midst of trees; the performer (owner of the 
trees) should honour all priests with gifts of cows, golden 
chains, rings, clothes &c. and feed brahmanas with a dinner 
full of milk for four days; homa with yavas, black sesame 
and mustard and paldsa fuel sticks and festival on 4th day; 
performer reaps all desires. Mat. 154. 512 states that a son 
is equal to ten deep reservoirs of water and a tree planted is 
equal to ten sons. It is said by Var. (172. 36-37 ) that just 
as a good son saves his family, so a tree laden with flowers 
and fruits saves its owner from falling into hell, and that 
one who plants five mango trees does not go to Hell; Vi Dh. 
(HI. 297.13) remarks about trees ‘ a single tree nurtured by 
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a man performs what a son would do in that it gratifies 
gods with its flowers, travellers with its shade, men with 
its fruits; there is no fall in hell for the planter of a tree.* 

VTntaka-tyaga'vidhi—‘\% involves the abstention from eating 
vrntaka (fruit of egg-plant) for a life-time or a year or six 
or three months; fast on Bharanl or Magha naksatra for one 
night; invoke the presence of Yama, Kala, Gitragupta, 
Mrtyu and Prajapati on an altar and worship with gandha 
&c.; homa with sesame and ghee with svaha to Yama, Nila, 
Nllakantha, Yamaraja, Gitragupta, Vaivasvata; 108 ahutis; 
gift of a vrntaka made of gold, dark cow and bull, finger 
rings, ear-rings, umbrella, sandals, a pair of dark garments 
and dark blanket; dinner to brahmanas who pronounce 
blessings; he who gives up vrntaka for life goes to Visnu- 
loka; one who performs this for a year or a month even 
does not see the city of Yama; it is a prakirv^ka vrata; 
HV n. 909-910 (from Bhav. U.). 

Vmdavanadvddasi —on K. su. 12 observed in Tamil lands. 

Vfsabhavrata —(1) fast on 7th su.; on 8th gift of a bull covered 
with two white garments and decked with ornaments 
(bell&c.); tithivrata; Siva deity; the performer reaches 
Sivaloka and thereafter becomes king; HV I. 882 (from 
Bhav. U.); ( 2 ) worship of bulls on Jy. Amavasya; manu¬ 
facture wooden bulls the previous day and establish them 
in one’s own house and worship with gandha &c.; prayer 
to bulls calling them Dharma. Dharma is often spoken of 
as vrsa as in Manu Vni. 16 ( = Santiparva 90.15. 

Vr^vrala —(1) the same as Visnuvrata ( 2 ) above; KKV 448 
quoting Mat. 101. 64; (3 ) on K. purnima let loose a bull 
and observe nakta; tithi; Siva deity; performer reaches 
Sivaloka; HV II. 242 (from Pad. one verse ). 

Vrsotsarga —(letting loose a bull) on purnima of Gai. or K. once 
in three years on Revati naksatra; bull to be three years 
old and accompanied by four or eight cows three years old; 
KR 432-433 (from Brah.). The most frequent letting loose 
of a bull takes place on the 11th day after the death of a 
person. For treatment thereof, vide H. of Dh. IV. pp. 539- 
542. The same subject is treated at length in HV H. 983-997, 
SmK 390-405. 

Vedavrata This is a Caturmurtivrata; from Cai, one should 
worship Rgveda and should subsist by nakta way and listen 
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to its recitation and on last day of Jy. donate two garments, 
gold, cow, bell-metal vessel full of ghee; in As, Sr, Bh. he 
should observe Yajurveda vrata, in Asv, K. and Marg. 
Samaveda vrata and in P., M, Pha. for all vedas; this is 
really worship of Vasudeva who is the soul of the Vedas; 
perform for twelve years; becomes free from all trouble and 
goes to Visnuloka; HV II. 827-28 (fromVi. Dh. III. 141. 
1-7). 

Vesyavrala —HV II. pp. 541-548 (quoting Bhav. U.) deals with 
this vrata and contains the startling story narrated by 
Krsna to Yudhisthira that the former cursed his 16000 
wives, when he noticed their erotic emotion roused by the 
charms of his son Samba, that after his death dasyus would 
kidnap them and the story of a prior curse pronounced by 
sage Narada on Apsarases who proudly did not bow to him 
that they would have Narayana as their husband but that 
ultimately they would be kidnapped by robbers and become 
Vesyas (prostitutes). The long and short of this story is 
that they were advised to follow the profession in palaces 
and temples, that they should not love any male who has 
no wealth, but that they should have as their sole object 
wealth, whether the man who approached them was hand¬ 
some or ugly. It is further stated that they should make 
gifts of cows, fields, gold to brahmanas, should bathe with 
sarvausadhi water when on a Sunday there is Hasta, Pusya 
or Punarvasu naksatra and offer worship to Kamadeva 
from the feet to the head, that they should worship Cupid 
as Visnu, honour a brahmana learned in the Veda with gift 
of a prastha of husked rice grains and render their person 
to him on Sunday as above for a year and in the I3th 
month make a gift of bedstead, gold chain and an image of 
Kamadeva; this is the vrata for all Vesyas; this is varavrata; 
Ananga (god of love) is devata; KKV (27-31) has this 
vrata and calls it Vesyadityavaranahgadana-vrata. 

VaikunpiacalurddSi —(1) K. su. 14 is called Vaikuntha; if 
worship of Vispu is to be done it should take place at night; 
NS 206; ( 2 ) on K. su. 14 in the cyclic year Hemalamba 
at the time of Arunodaya and on Brahma muhurta Lord 
Visvesvara himself is said to have bathed in ManikarnikS 
at Banaras, performed Pa^patavrata and together with 
XJma worshipped Visvesvara and established Visve^vara; 
NS 206, SmK 388-389, PC 246-247. 

H. D. 53 
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Vaitaranwrata —Marg. kr. 11th tithi is called Vaitarani; one 
should undertake niyamas (restrictions ) for this vrata on 
that tithi; at night he should worship a dark cow from its 
front foot to its tail; apply sandalwood paste to its body, 
wash its feet and horns with water scented with sandalwood 
paste and worship its limbs with Pauranika mantras; since 
one crosses the Vaitaranl river of the nether world by means 
of a cow, so this ekadasi on which cow is honoured is so 
called: this vrata is for one year in three periods of four 
months, in which naivedya of boiled rice, of cooked barley 
and of payasa is offered -respectively in 4 months from 
Marg., in four months from Cai. and in 4 months from 
Sr.; one third of each naivedya is to be given to the cow, 
to the priest and to the performer; at end of one year gift 
of bedstead and a golden cow to the priest and one drovu of 
iron; HV I. 1110-1112 (from Bhav. U. ), Yratarka 230a- 
231b (notes that it is well-known in Gurjara-desa). Pad. 
(VI. 68. 28 ff) describes this but says that Marg. kr. 12th is 
Vaitaranl. 

Vaindyaka-vrala —on every 4th tithi practise nakta for a year; 
at end of year donate an elephant; tithivrata; Gane^a 
deity; leads to Sivaloka; Mat. 101. 61 quoted ( with varia¬ 
tions ) by KKV 448 and HV I. 532 (from Pad.). 

Vaisakha-krtya—YidQ HV II. 748-750, KR 145-179, VEK 240- 
259, KT 423-430, NS 90-97, SmK 108-117, GK 15-23. 
Some of the vratas in Vaisakha, such as AksayyatrtlyS 
have been separately mentioned. Other small matters are 
briefly dealt with here. In this month morning bath, 
particularly in holy rivers, is specially commended along 
with baths when the Sun is in Tula ( Balance ) or Makara 
(Capricorn). Vide EM (ABORI voL 36 p. 331 ‘Tula- 
makara’&c.), KR149 (quoting ‘Tulamakararaesesu pratah- 
snanam vidhiyate), KV 423-424, SmK 106, 108. The 
pratahsnana may be begun on Caitra Pull Moon or on the 
ekadasi or Pull Moon of Vaisakha (NS 90); for mahatmya 
of Vaisakha-snana, vide Pad. IV. 85. 41-70 saying that 
early morning bath in Vai. is equal to Asvamedha; on su. 7 
the worship of the Ganges, as it was let off on this tithi from 
his right ear by Jahnu who drank it up in anger ( KKN 
387, Pad. IV. 85. 41-42, NS 95, SmK 112); on Vai. ^u. 7 
Buddha was born and his image should be worshipped for 
three days from that tithi, especially when it has Pusya 
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naksatra ( KKN 388, KB 160 ). On su. 8 worship of Durga 
called Aparajita after bathing image with water containing 
camphor and Jatamarhsi and the performer himself should 
bathe with the juice of mangoes (NA 56, SmK 113); on Vai. 
purnima, white and dark sesame were produced by Brahma, 
therefore one should bathe with water mixed with them, 
offer in fire sesame, donate sesame and madhit (honey) and 
vessels full of sesame ( KKN 388, HVII. 167-171, KB 163-- 
164, SmK 115-116, NS 97 ); vide V. Dh. 90.10 for a similar 
provision. The Vaisakha-puja of Buddha was started in- 
Ceylon under Duttha-gamani ( about 100-77 B. C.); vide 
‘ Buddhism in Ceylon ’ by Walpola Bahula (Colombo, 
1956 )p. 80. 

Vaisvanara-vrata —(1) On 1st tithi worship Agni and offer into 
fire ghee and all kinds of corn; Agni the lord of 1st should 
be drawn in the midst of a lotus; the main mantras would 
be ‘ Om Agnaye namah ’ in worship and ‘om Agnaye svaha* 
(in homa) with grains anointed with ghee and then with a 
stream of ghee, fuel sticks &c.; HV I. 354-355 (from Bhav.); 
(2) to donate fuel sticks to a brahmana in the four seasons 
beginning from the rainy season and at end to donate ghrtar^ 
dhenu is Vaisvanaravrata destroying all sins; this is rlu^ 
vrata ; Mat. 101. 57 q. by KKV 447, HV II. 360 (from Pad). 

Vai^vavi'ota —^In this a person takes an early morning bath 
every day for four months from As.; at end feeds a brah¬ 
mana and donates a cow and a jar of ghee; mdsam'ola; 
Visnu deity; HV H. 818 (from Pad.) 

Vyatipatavrata —Vyatipata is one of the 27 Yogas ( Viskambha, 
Priti &c.) enumerated in Bhujabala p. 37 verses 136-138. 
It is variously defined. Vide H. of Dh. II. p. 852 note 2010 
for one definition and VKK 242 for another. More will be 
said under Kala. 

For Vyatipatavratas, vide HV^ II. 708-717, Vratarka 
folios 391a^395a. On Vyatipata day one should bathe with 
pancagavya in a great river; a golden figure of Vyatipata 
with 18 arms should be placed on a golden lotus and should be 
Worshipped with gandha &c.; fast on that day; one year; oU 
the 13th Vyatipata udyapana; hundred ahu/is of ghee, milk 
and sesame with fuel sticks of trees that exude milky juice 
with the words ‘ Vyatipataya svaha Vyatipata is said to 
be the son of the Sun and Moon. Vide I. A voL 23 p. 117 
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No. 27 Inscription dated sake 1199 (1277 A. D.), where there 
is a mention of ‘ Vyatipata-punya’ (language is Canarese). 
Vide 1. A. 20 pp. 292-293 for several meanings of Vyatipata. 

VyasapujU —on As. purnima; particularly by ascetics ( sannya- 
sins ); SmK 144-145, PC 284. In Tamil country it is done 
on Jy. su. 15 ( Mithuna ). 

VyahTlivrata-—hegmmng from Cai. su. 1st, one should, after a 
bath outside the house (in a river &c.), respectively drink 
and observe on the seven days cow’s urine, cow’s dung, 
milk, curds, clarified butter, water with kusas dipped therein 
and fast; every day homa of sesame to the accompaniment 
of the Mahavyahrtis ( bhuh, bhuvah, svah, mahah, janah, 
tapah, satya ); every month this be done for a year; at end 
donate daksina, unused garment, gold, bell-metal vessel, 
milch cow; the performer becomes an emperor; Vi. Dh. HI. 
162.1“7. For Vyahrtis and Mahavyahrtis, vide H. of Dh. 
vol. n. 301 note 713. 

Vyomavrata —^the sky should be made with white sandalwood 
paste of the length of thumb joint and placed before the 
Sun; worship of the Sun with Karavira flowers; to the east, 
south, west and north of the figure of sky apply saffron, 
agurUy white sandalwood and catuhsama respectively and 
red sandalwood in the middle; the mantra is * Khakholkaya 
namah ’; Sun deity; HV II. 904-5 (from Bhav.). 

worship of the Sun in the sky (and not of an 
image) and also of the sky ( mjoma ); offering to the Sun of 
ghee and honey contained in a vessel of the capacity of a 
prastha, one prastha of sesame and three prasthas of rice 
grains; worship of the Sun in the evening of the tithi; 
reaches Suryaloka; HV I. 616-17 (from Bhav.). 

VrcUarajatrtiyavrata —on su. 3rd tithi draw on two pieces of cloth 
figures of Uma and ^iva with rocand^ camphor and indigo 
and worship them with necklaces of gold and jewels and 
utter two (Pauranika) mantras separately addressed to them; 
homa; this vrata leads to non-separation from husband, 
son, brother &c., particularly for women; HV L 484-85 
(from Devipurapa). 

Vratamsthi —Mat. 101 and Pad. V. 20. 43-144 set out 60 vratas 
( almost in identical words) all of which find place in KKV 
pp. 439-451. 
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^akradhvajamahotsava —Same as Tndradhvajotfchanotsava above 
p. 274. Vide Vi. Dh. 11. 154-157 for detailed description. 
SarasYatikanthabharaca of Bhoja (on Poetics) V. 95 
mentions Sakrarca festival. 

Bakravrafa —(1) from Asv. su. 5; HV 1.1204; ( 2 ) on Asv, 
purnima fast and worship Indra, his wife Sad, Airavana, 
Vajra (thunderbolt), Matulinga (Matali?) with gandha 
&c., for a year; at end donate gold; reaches Indra-loka; HV 
n. 237 (from Vi. Dh. III. 196.1-3 ); ( 3 ) one should eat food 
in the open; for a year; at end donate a cow; reaches 
Sakraloka; HV II. 866 (from Pad.). 

^nkara-narUyana-^vrata —same as Visnu-Sahkara-vrata above 
p. 414 ; KKV 416-17, HV II. 693-94 (from Devipurana ). 

Sankardrkavrata—on 8th falling on Sunday; worship of the Sun 
who is the right eye of Sankara; in the half moon figure a 
circular spot be made by applying saffron and red sandal¬ 
wood paste and in the circular spot place a ruby fixed in 
gold; this would be eye ( Sun) of Sankara; tithivrata; Arka 
(Sun) as Sankara’s eye is deity; KKV 271-72, HV 1.831-32 
(from Kalika). If no ruby available use gold 

^ankaracarya'-jayanti —‘on Cai. su. 5 in Southern India, but on 
Vai. su. 10 in Maharastra. 

§atabhisasnana —on Dhanistha-naksatra fast for both performer 
and his priest; performer seated on Bhadrasana was to be 
bathed with water from one hundred jars filled with conches 
and pearls and after bath, he, wearing unused garment, 
should worship Kesava, Varuna, Candra, Satabhisak naksatra 
(the presiding deity of which is Varuna ) with gandha &c.; 
donate to acarya liquids, cow, jar and gold and daksina to 
other brahmanas; he should wear a jewel surrounded by 
three coverings of sami and salmali (silk-cotton) leaves 
and tips of bamboo; all diseases vanish; naksatra-vrata, 
Visnu, Varuna deities; HV II. 653—54 (from Vi. Dh.). 

^rundsana-vraia—worship Vasudeva with saffron, white flowers, 
guggulu dhupa, lamp fed with ghee, red garment; homa, 
naksatravxata; this destroys enemies; HV IL 597 (from 
Vi. Dh.). 

Sanipradosavrata —on su. 13th tithi if falling on Satur^y in tte 
montlw from K; for one year; for progeny; worship of Siva 
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and taking food after sunset; SmK 40-41, PC 225-229, 
Vratarka, folios 265a-269b. 

Sanivaravrata—on each Saturday in Sravana bathe an iron 
image of Saturn with pahcamrta, oifer flowers, fruits &c. 
and recite the names of Saturn as ‘ Konastha, Pihgala, 
Babhru, Krsna, Eaudra, Antaka, Yama, Sauri ( son of the 
Sun), Sanaiscara, Manda (reference to slow motion of 
Saturn); naivedya on the four Saturdays of Sravana are 
rice and masa pulse boiled together, payasa, ambill (gruel 
prepared with rice flour and butter-milk ) and pUrika (wheat 
cake); SmK 555-56 (contains a stotra of Sanaiscara 
from Skanda). 

^anivrata —on Saturday take an oil-bath and donate oil to a 
brahmana; worship Saturn with dark flowers; for one year; 
at end donate the iron image of Saturn placed in iron or 
clay jar filled with oil and accompanied with a pair of dark 
garments; the mantra for a brahmana performer is * san no 
devirabhistaye’ -Rg. X. 9.4 and for others several Pauranika 
mantras in praise of Sani (called also Kona, probably from 
a Greek word); this averts all trouble caused by Saturn; 
HVIL 580-586 (from Bhav. U.), SmK 555. 

&xmipujana —worship of Sami tree. Vide Vijaya-da^ami above 
pp. 188-194 and SmK 355. 

Sambhuvrata —^person that burns in fire two thousand palas of 
ghee from buffalo milk for a year reaches the position of 
Nandi; sariivatsaravrata; Siva deity; HV II. 866-67 
(from Pad.). 

^yana —sleeping of Visnu and other gods and goddesses. Vide 
above pp. 109-lil and HK 897-915, KV 265-273. 

^yyadana —gift of bedstead, This is required in several vratas 
as in Maaopavasavrata, Sarkara-saptaml. Vide SmK 417-418. 

^arkarasaptami —on Cai. su. 7th tithi morning bath with water 
mixed with white sesame; draw on an altar a lotus and 
pericarp with saffron and offer on it dhupa and flowers with 
words ‘ namah Savitre place a jar containing a gold piece 
covered with a plate containing sugar and offer worship 
with Pauranika mantra; drink pancagavya and lie on the 
ground near the jar and recite inaudibly Saura hymn ( Rg. 
1.50); on 8th donate all the above materials and feed 
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brahmanas with sugar, ghee and payasa and himself par¬ 
take of food without salt and oil; every month this proce¬ 
dure for a year; at year s end donate a furnished bedstead 
with sugar and gold, a cow” and a house (if possible ) and a 
golden lotus made with one to 1000 niskas; when Sun drank 
amrta some drops fell down from which sprang rice, mudga 
and sugarcane (from which sugar is produced ); tithivrata; 
Sun deity; this vrata removes sorrow and confers sons, 
long life and health; Mat. 77. 1-17 q. in KKY 214-217, HV 
I. 642-43 (from Pad. V. 21. 263-279 ), KR 157-159 (from 
Mat.); Bhav. U. 49.1-18 has almost the same verses as Mat. 

Saka —(vegetable ) is said to be of ten forms viz. ‘ roots, leaves, 
sprouts, blossom, fruits, stalks, corn that has germinated, 
bark, flower and mushroom; HV I. 47, NS 105 (both quot¬ 
ing Ksirasvami on Amarakosa), VR 17. 

Sakasaptami —begin on K. su. 7th; every month for one year 
divided into three periods of four months; on 5th ekabhakta, 
on 6th nakta and fast on 7 th; offer to brahmanas food with 
well spiced vegetables and should himself eat at night; 
tithivrata; Sun deity; in each period of four months differ¬ 
ent flowers ( Agasti, fragrant flowers, Karavira ), unguents 
(saffron, white sandalwood, red sandalwood), dhupas 
(Aparajita, aguru, guggulu ), naivedyas (payasa, jaggery 
cake, boiled rice-grains ); dinner to brahmanas at year’s 
end and listening to Purapas read by a reader; Bhav. I. 47. 
47-72, q. by KKY 103-107, HV 760-763, KR 417-419. 

Santa-caturthl —4th tithi of M. su. is called Santa; fast on it 
and worship Ganesa; tithivrata; Ganesa; homa; naivedya 
of boiled rice full of ghee and jaggery and salt; bath, gifts, 
offerings made on this yield a thousand times more reward 
than ordinarily; HV I. 513—514 (from Bhav. L 31. 6—10), 

^dnti-pancami —on 5th tithi of Bh. draw with black and other 
powders figures of snakes and worship with gandha &c., 
and on 5th tithi of Asv. make figures of snakes with darbhas 
and worship them and also Indrani; snakes are pleased with 
performer: the mantra is ‘ Kurukulle hum phat svaha ; 
KKV 95 (only the one on 5th of Asv.), HV I 563-64 ( from 
Bhav, I. 37.1-3 and I. 38. 1-5 ). 

^ntivrata—i 1) on 3rd tithi prepare an altar and make a 
mandala thereon with white rice grains and invoke 
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Narasimba and establish an image showing all the features 
of that avatara and decked with numerous flowers of various 
kinds and bilva fruit and sesame &c.; worship image with 
various upacaras, dance, songs and music; place in front of 
image a jar full of water and eight other jars in eight 
directions; elaborate procedure of homa with sesame, ghee 
&c. and also tarpam and japa. This vrata removes all 
distress, diseases and all sins; HV I. 465-471 ( from Gar.); 
( 2 ) begin on 5th of K. su.: give up sour things for a year 
and worship at night image of Hari sleeping on Sesa and 
with one foot on lap of Laksmi; worship limbs from feet to 
head associating each limb with one of the eight nagas 
( Ananta &c. mentioned on p. 124 above ) and bathe nagas 
(images ) with milk; homa with sesame and milk; at end 
donate golden snake, cow, and gold; this vrata makes for 
freedom from danger of snake bite; KV 96-97 and HV I. 
556-557 (both quote from Var. 60.1-8 ). 

^ambharayanwrata —a naksatravrata; Acyuta deity; for seven 
years; twelve naksatras viz. Krttika, MrgaMras, Pusya and 
so on give names to the twelve months of the year, viz. 
Kartika, Margasirsa, Pausa &c.; begin in K. and the 
naivedya for four months from K. is krsara (Marathi 
Khicadt ), Samyava in four months from Pha.; and payasa 
in four months from As.; brahmanas are to be fed with the 
same food that is offered as naivedya; a silver image of 
the brahmani women Sambharayani (who was asked by 
Brhaspati about Indra’s predecessors was to be established); 
Krsna tells the story of this venerable woman; HV II, 
659-665 from Bhav. U.). 

Sikhivrata —on 1st tithi in both paksas in each month subsist by 
ekabhakta way; for one year; at end donate a kapild cow; 
reaches Vaisvanaraloka; Agnil76. 6-7; VKK 29 (quotes 
same from Mat. 101.92, which calls it Sivavrata as printed). 

Sirovrata—va, in Mundakopanisad III. 2.10 and Vas. Dh. 26.12. 
Sahkaracarya explains that it consists of carrying fire on 
the head. 

Sitdvrata on 4th tithi a person should eat in ekabhakta way 
and donate once to a house owner and distribute among 
seven houses salt, coriander, jlraka, marica, asafoetida, dry 
ginger and turmeric with manahsila; this confers pros¬ 
perity ; HV 1. 531-32 (from Bhav. ij.), KB 97-98. 
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on 8fch of Marg. kr.; tithivrata; ^iva deity; 
worship of Sivalihga on every 8th tithi for one year; every 
month different name of Siva, different substance to be eaten 
up to K.; reward-freedom from all sins. Bhav. U. 75. 1-30 q. 
by VP folios 141b-143a. 

Sivacaturdaslvrata —on Marg, su. 13th (by amanta reckoning) 
observe ekabhakta and pray to Siva; fast on 14th; worship 
Sankara and Uma with white lotuses, gandha &c. and from 
feet upwards; the same to be done on kr. 14th also and on all 
14th tithis; from Marg. for 13 months the salutation to 
Sankara is under a different name; he has to drink in each 
month one of 13 substances viz. cow’s urine, cow dung, milk, 
curds, ghee &c. and also offer in each month different kinds 
of flowers, Mandara, Malati &c.; for a year or twelve years 
in K; at end of year he has to let loose a nila bull, donate 
a bedstead with a jar to a learned and well-conducted 
brahman a; reward same as that of a thousand Asvamedhas 
and all, even grave, sins are destroyed; Mat. 95. 5-38, q. by 
KKV 370-374 and HV 11. 58-61, KR 466-471, NS 336; for 
nllavrsa vide H. of Dh. voL IV. p. 540 note 1315. 

Sivanaktam^ata — (1) observe nakta on kr. 8th and 14th; secures 
pleasures in this world and reaches Sivaloka; KKV 386, 
HV II. 398 (from Bhav.); ( 3 ) nakta on each parva for a 
year, and worship of Siva for a year; KKV 386. For 
par van, vide H. of Dh. vol. III. p. 737 note 1435; ( 3) on 
8th, 9th, 13th and 14th, performer takes only ekabhakta, 
food being served on the ground; for a year; KKV 386-387. 

Sivanaksatra-purusavrata —When there is Hasta naksatra on 
Pha. su., then this vrata may be resolved upon by one 
unable to fast; this is a naksatravrata; Siva deity; worship 
of limbs of Siva from feet to head with different names of 
Siva in connection with Hasta (on which vrata begins) 
and the other 36 naksatras; subsist by nakta method but 
without oil and salt and make gifts on each nakta day of a 
prastha of rice grains with a vessel full of ghee; in parana 
donate golden images of Siva and Uma and a bedstead 
with all appurtenances: HV II. 703-706 (from Vi. Dh.) 

^ivayogayuJxiasiraratrivrata —on M. kr. 14th with Sivayoga; 
tithivTata; Siva deity; story of king who in a fonner life 


H. D. 54 
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was a merchant with thieving propensity; HV 11, 87“93 
(from Skanda). 

ekabhakta in Hemanta ( Marg. and P.) and M. 
at end of M. make a chariot decked with variegated cloth 
and having four white bulls yoked; place in chariot a linga 
made with the flour of an adhaka of rice; drive chariot at 
night on the public road and bring to a Siva temple; jagara 
with illuminations and theatricals; next morning dinner 
to Siva devotees and to the blind, poor and distressed; this 
is rtuvrata; present the chariot to Siva; HV II. 859-60 
(from Vi. Dh.). 

Sivaratrivrata— Vide above under Mahasivaratri. 

SivaUngavrata--avply white sandalwood paste to linga, worship 
with white full-blown lotuses and bow to it; a small linga 
of the size of the thumb be placed in white lotus filaments 
near Daksinamurti and worship it with bilva leaves; offer 
other upacaras of dhupa &c.; performer is freed from all 
sins and reaches Sivaloka; HV H. 887-889 (fromSiva^ 
dharmottara). 

Sivavrata —(1) For four months from As. purnima give up 
paring of nails and egg-fruit; donate on K. purnima a 
golden jar filled with ghee and honey; Mat. 101. 11-13 q. 
by KKV 440-441; ( 3 ) from Marg. to K. worship Siva, 
offer before Siva and donate in each month in order the 
following things made of flour, viz. horse, elephant, chariot, 
herd of eleven bulls, a moon-lit. ( or camphor ) house with 
slaves and slave girls and household gear, seven plates full 
of paddy, two hundred fruits and guggulu, a mandala with 
offerings consisting of various edibles and pictures, a vehicle 
made of flowers, guggulu dhupa and pine and bilva seeds 
and ghee and aguru burnt throughout Bh. month, vessel 
made of arka leaves filled with milk and ghee (for entire 
month of Asv.), a vessel filled with sugarcane juice and 
covered with cloth; at end of year treat Siva devotees to 
food and drink and donate gold and clothes; HV 11. 819-821 
(from Kalottara); ( 3 ) on 14th or 8th of both paksas or on 
purnima from month of P. to Marg. special worship to be 
offered viz. as naivedya a prastha of yavaka, candid sugar 
with milk and ghee, an image of kapila cow made of barley 
flour of the height of one vitasti with a bull and feed eleven 
brahmanas, flour rhinoceros in M., ruddy goose in Pha,, 
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l^liva image of flour in Cai., and so on different articles made 
of flour in the other months; one year; HY II. 398-400 
(from Kalottara); (4 ) on 8th and 14th of both paksas fast 
and worship of Siva in afternoon; japa and homa; honour 
guru; drink three ciilukas (hollowed hand) of pancagavya; 
the next day subsist on havisya food; observe for whole of 
life; three male ancestors dwell in Sivaloka; HY II. 343 
(from Kalottara ); (5 ) begin on P. and subsist by nakta 
way on wheat, rice and milk only; on 8th of both paksas 
fast and sleep on the ground and bathe Eudra with ghee 
and on purnima; this be carried on for a year up to Marg. 
with different food in each month and different offering to 
Eudra; Lihgapurana 83. 13-54; (6) from one ayana to 
another (i. e. for six months) give flowers and ghee; at end 
donate flowers and feed brahman a with payasa and ghee and 
donate ghrtadhenu; confers wealth and health; KE 219 
(from Agni); (7 ) give up paring of nails from As. purnima 
to K. purnima and at end donate a jar of honey and ghee 
with gold; performer goes to Eudraloka; KE 219-220, 
YKK 292. 

kvavratesu puja—YU (pp* 57-61) gives the procedure of worship 
in all pujas of Siva. 

^ivasaktimahotsava-vrata —a great festival when astami and 
navami tithis are mixed up may be held in honour of Siva 
and Sakti or in Sivaksetra such as Kasi or Srl^aila; KN 197. 

^ivacaturtM —Bh. su. 4th tithi is called Siva; bath, gifts, fast 
and japa on that day yield a hundredfold reward; tithivrata; 
Ganesa deity; HY I. 512-513 (from Bhav. I. 31.1-5 ). 

Sivopa^anavrata—on 8th and 14th tithis of both paksas, one 
should take no food and should worship Siva; for one year; 
he reaps the same merit as the perfonner of sattra does; 
KKY 385-386, HY H. 397 (calls it Saivopavasavrata)i 
For Sattra, vide H. of Dh. vol. H. p. 1239. 

kvapavitrairata—on As. purnima worship of ^iva, giving sacred 
thread to Siva and dinner to Siva devotees; again on K. 
purnima worship Siva, give to ascetics garments and 
daksina; HY II 843 (from Sivadharmottara). 

^talavrata —on Sr. kr. 7th establish one jar and on it worship 
golden image of Sitala and feed seven maidens eight or less 
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years old; confers freedom from widowhood, removal of 
poverty, happiness of sons See.; Vratarka folio 111-113, 
AK folios 438b-440b. Some perform it on Sr. su. 7. It is 
for women alone. The naivedya is food mixed with ghee 
and curds. 

Sitalasiami —on Cai. kr. 8th; worship of Sitala (popularly deemed 
to be goddess of small-pox) for relief against smallpox; offer 
to Sitala eight lamps fed with ghee day and night and 
sprinkle cow’s milk and cold water made fragrant with usira 
(fragrant roots of a plant); donate an ass, broom, and 
winnowing basket separately; KT 462; AK folio 558a-561a; 
ass is the vahana of Sitala, she is represented as naked, has 
a broom and jar in her hands and a winnowing basket on 
her head. Vide Forbes Easmala, vol. II. pp. 322-325 about 
Sitaladevi and A. 0. Sen’s ‘ Bengali language and Literature ’ 
for Sitala-mahgala (poems in honour of Sitala) pp. 365-367. 

^Ualasaptami —on 7th of Sr. kr.; VR 237-241. 

SUavrata —(1) same as Sivavrata (No. 6 ); KKV 444-45 (quot¬ 
ing Mat. 101. 38-39; ( 2 ) on 3rd eat food not cooked on or 
in fire;(probably) for a year; tithivrata; Siva deity; at 
end donate cow; the performer is not born again; KKV 
449 = HV I. 484 (from Pad.); Mat. 101. 70 calls it Sreyo- 
vrata; Silavrata, acc. to Mat. 101. 38, is different. 

^liavaptivrata worship for a month after Agrahayani purnima 
(i. e. Marg. purnima) of Varaha (incarnation of Visnu); 
bathe the image of Varaha with ghee and offer ghee in Agni, 
make ghee as naivedya and donate ghrta; on P. purnima 
and two days prior to it observe fast and honour a brahmana 
with gift of a vessel full of ghee and gold; performer secures 
sila (character, moral conduct); Vi. Dh. III. 208. 1-5 q. by 
HV n. 786-787. 

^kravrala When Friday and Jyestha-naksatra coincide, one 
should observe nakta; when 7th such Friday is reached, one 
should place in a silver or bell-metal vessel golden image of 
Venus and worship it with white garments and sandalwood 
paste; place before image payasa and ghee and donate these 
and image with a prayer that Venus may remove all evil 
planetary influence and confer health and long life; 
varavrata; Venus deity; HV IL 579-80 (from Bhav. IT.); 
vide also Agni 195. 5. 
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^uddhivrata —on last five days at the end of Sarad or on ekadasis 
in the twelve months; tithivrata: Hari deity; when ocean was 
churned five cows rose; from them sprang five holy things, 
viz. cowdung, rocana (yellow pigment), milk, urine, curds and 
ghee; from cowdung was produced bilva tree named srivrksa 
as Laksmi dwells on it; from gorocana arose all auspicious 
desires, guggulu from cow-urine, all strength in the world 
from cow’s milk, all auspicious things from curds, all 
splendour from ghee; therefore bathe Hari with milk, curds 
and ghee and worship with guggulu, lamps &c. and Agasti 
flowers; performer reaches Visnuloka and even his pitrs 
who might be in hell go to heaven; he should donate a cow 
and the gifts called jaladhenu, ghrtadhenu, madhudhenu; 
he is freed from all sins; HV J. 1156-58 (from Vahnipurana )• 

Sakladiadasi —same as Subhadvadasi immediately below. 

Suhhadmdasl —^begin on 1st of Marg. su., observe ekabhakta from 
1st to 9 th tithi; on 10 th after bath worship Kesava at mid-day; 
on 12th of both paksas donate sesame and gold in four 
months from Marg.; in 4 months from Cai. donate vessels 
full of groats and gold; similarly worship Govinda in 
Sravana and following three months; on 12th of K. he 
should prepare a golden model of the earth with seven 
patalas and mountains and place it before (image of) Hari; 
worship Hari; jagara\ next morning donate to each of 21 
brahmanas a cow, a bull, a pair of garments, ring, golden 
wristlet and ear-ornament, a village (for a royal performer) 
and on kr. 12 a silver model of the earth and donate it; 
performer secures alJ prosperity and Visnuloka; KKV 
340-343, HV 1. 1101-1103 (quoting about twentyone verses 
from Var. 55. 1-59). 

Subhasaptami—^on 7th of Asv. ^u. worship kapila cow and donate 
a prastha of sesame contained in a copper vessel and a 
golden bull with garments, flowers and jaggery with the 
words ‘ may Aryaman be pleased ’; tithivrata; Aryaman 
deity; for a year do the same every month; Mat. 80.1-14 q. 
by KKV 221-223, HV I. 648-650 (from Pad. V. 21.307-321); 
same verses in Bhav. U. 51. 1-14. 

^lapradanavrata —fast on each amavasya for a year; tithivrata; 
at year’s end offer to Siva a pike made of flour and a golden 
or silver lotus and place it on one’s head and donate these; 
he should observe the rules of ahimsUf celibacy, sleeping on 
ground &a; HV H. 252-53 (from Sivadharma ). 
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milavrata—{l) worship of the mountain the performer desires; 
becomes happy; HV I. 796 (from Vi. Dh.); ( 2 ) for seven 
days from Cai. su. 1 worship every day the seven kiilaparmtas 
viz. Mahendra, Malaya, Sahya, Suktimat, Bbsa, Vindhya 
and Pariyatra; homa with yavas; subsist on barley food; 
for a year; at end donate twenty prasthas of yava; the 
performer king conquers enemies and rules over the earth; 
HV I. 463-64 (quoting Vi. Dh. Ill 161. 1-7 ). For seven 
mountains, vide H. of Dh. voL IV. p. 560, note 1260. 

Saivanaksatravrata—hQgm when Hasta-naksatra occurs in Pha. 
su.; subsist by nakta method but avoid oil and salt; worship 
Siva associating each of his limbs from feet to head separa¬ 
tely with the naksatras from Hasta in the form ^ Sivayeti ca 
Hastena padau sampujayed-vibhoh ’; donate on all nakta 
days a prastha of rice grains with a vessel of ghee; on 
Parana donate images of Siva and Uma, a bedstead fully 
furnished, a cow; naksatravrata; Siva deity; HV II. 703-706 
(from Vi. Dh.). 

flaivamahavrata —(1) Begin from P. 8th; subsist in nakta way 
throughout but on 8th of both paksas fast; worship Siva 
thrice in the day, offer homa, sleep on ground; on P. 
purnima offer Mahapuja with ghee &c.; offer dinner to eight 
brahmanas and present a pair of cows and a kapila bull; in 
M. and the following months he is to subsist by nakta on 
different kinds of food in each month up to Marg.; masa* 
vrata; HV II. 843-848; (2 ) in K. subsist by nakta way; 
at end of month offer oilcake with jaggery and ghee; fast 
on 8th and 14th; in the months from Marg. different objects 
connected with Siva are to be presented to the image of Siva; 
masavrata; Siva deity; HV IL 848-853 (from Sivadharma )* 

§arvopavasavrata —no food to be taken for a year, on 8th and 
14th of both fortnights of a month; Siva deity; HV H. 397 
(from Bhav.), 

Sam^avrata —sahkalpa on Asv. sU. 7, on 8th fast, on 9th eat 
flour and worship Durga and give dinner to brahmanas; 
this procedure to be followed for one year; tithivrata; Durga 
deity; at end dinner to maidens and present them with 
clothes &c. and pray * may Devi be pleased with me ’; one 
without learning becomes learned, a timid person becomes 
valorous, one that had lost a kingdom regains it, Var. 64. 
1-6 q. by KKV 273, HV I. 957-58, KE 364-365, 
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^amamahotsava —^vide p. 317 above under ‘Draksa--bhaksana’; 
HV n. 915 (from Adityapurana), KB 303-304. 

^yenagrasanavidhi —on 4th, 8th, 9th, or 14th of K. su.; for 
women; in Krta age women gave a morsel to a hawk with 
the request to carry it to Devi; but now no such thing is done 
but women take food before their husbands on one of these 
days and husbands dine afterwards; HV 11. 641-43 (from 
Adityapurana). 

Srdddhavrafa —apply sandalwood paste to Siva image in the 
presence of Kesava image and donate jaladhenu and ghrta- 
dhenu; performer is freed from all sins and goes to Siva^ 
loka; samvatasaravrata; Siva deity; HV H. 863 (fromPad.), 

Sravanadvadasi —(1) in Bh. su. 12 with ^ravana-naksatra; 
fast on 11th; donate on 12th an earthen vessel full of boiled 
rice and curds washed clean with water from the confluence 
( of Gahga and Yamuna); KKV 348 (from Va.); ( 2 ) 
fast on dvadasi with sravana-naksatra and worship of 
Janardana; it is in its reward equal to twelve dvadasis; if 
^ravana-dvadasi falls on Wednesday, it is regarded as ex¬ 
tremely great; tithivrata; Visnu deity; HV I. 1162-1171 
(from Vi. Dh. 1.161.1-^8); Agni devotes fifteen verses to 
it. Most digests deal with it at length; vide HK 289-298, 
KV 459-464, NS 137-140, SmK 240-249 (elaborate proce¬ 
dure ). Vide Pad. VI. 70 for this, its mahatmya and story, 
V ide Gar. I chap. 136 also for this vrata. 

^aiKim-krtya-KKH 395-397, KR 218-254, VKK 292, KT 
437-438; NS 109-122, SmK 148-200, PC 215-22. 

There are several important vratas in Sravana such as 
Nagapancami, Asunyasayanavrata, Krsnajanmastami, 
which have already been described or have been included 
separately in this list. A few small matters are briefly men¬ 
tioned here. A notion prevailed that all rivers except those 
that fall directly into the sea are rajasvala (* muddy ’ or with 
a pun ‘ in monthly course *) when the Sun is in the middle 
of the signs of Cancer and Lion and therefore one was not 
to bathe in them for holiness and that streams that are not 
1008 dhanus in length are not to be called ‘ nadis ’ (rivers) 
but they are merely holes or canals ( garta). Vide Gobhila- 
smrti 1.141—142 (Masadvayaih Sravan^di &c.), NS 109-110; 
vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. 590 note 1337 for the length of dhanus 
(as 4 hastas). In Sr. the several deities had on different 
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tithis the pavitruropanairata (for which vide pp. 339-340 
above); on Mondays in Sr. one should either fast or take 
only one meal at night (SmK 139); on 9th of both fortnights 
worship Durga under the name of Kaumari ( KR 244, SmK 
200 ); on Sr. kr. 1 all Vaidika brahman as have to engage 
in japa of Gayatrl for 1008 times in Tamil lands as their 
almanac shows. Sravana amavasya is called kiLsotpatini as 
kusas are gathered then ( KR 316, SmK 252). On this 
amavasya childless women or women whose children die in 
infancy perform a vrata for getting a child viz. they 
observe fast, establish eight kalasas (jars ) for images of 
Brahmani and other Mother Goddesses. 

^ravanika^ratii —on 8th and I4th of Marg. su.; after bath at 
mid-day performer should invite several maidens or one 
maiden (if he be poor) or chaste brahmana sagotra women 
and one learned and well-conducted brahmana, wash the 
latter’s feet and give arghya and honour with gandha &c. 
and a sumptuous dinner; he should place twelve water 
vessels covered with threads and garlands before the mai¬ 
dens and should place one vessel on his own head and 
contemplate on Kesava and pray that he may be freed from 
all his debts to pitrSj gods and men; the women should 
reply ‘ so be it ’; tithivrata; deities are goddesses called 
Sravanyah who report to Brahma whatever good or evil a 
man utters; HV II. 134-139 (from Bhav. U.). 

Srtpaficami —(1) on 5th of Marg. su. one should make a 
golden, silver, copper, wooden or clay image of Laksmi or 
draw her figure on a piece of cloth and worship it with 
flowers and offer worship to the limbs from feet to head; 
chaste married women should be honoured with saffron and 
flowers and dinner and salutations; donate a prastha of 
rice grains with a vessel full of ghee with the words ‘ may 
Laksmi be plessed with me this should be carried on 
for a year taking a different name of Laksmi in each 
month; at end worship Laksmi image in a mandapa and 
donate it and a cow and pray to Sri to give him success; 
result-prosperity for 21 generations; HV 1. 537-543 
(from Bhav. U. chap. 37. 1-58 with some variations); 
( 2 ) Another vrata for success to be begun on su. 5th with 
Sravana-naksatra or with Uttaraphalguni and Monday; 
on 4th ekabhakta; next day worship of bilva tree, under 
which eight kalasas to be arranged in eight directions; holy 
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water, ratnas, durva, white lotuses &a should be east in 
those kalasas; LaksmI to be worshipped and prayed to; 
invoke Narayana in the middle kalasa and worship 
Narayana image: for one year or as long as success is not 
effected; HV I. 546-552 (from Gar.); (3) on M. su. 5, 
worship Laksmi in jar full of water or on Salagrama stone 
since she came to this world at Visnu’s command on that 
day; Bhujabala-nibandha (p. 363Ms.) says that worship was 
with kunda flowers; KT 457, 458; PC 98 says Laksmi was 
to be worshipped on M. su. 5, while SmK 479 provides that 
Kama and Rati (Cupid s wife) were to be worshipped and a 
great festival (called Vasantotsava was to be held; (4) on 
Cai. su. 5 Laksmi was to be worshipped; the performer 
throughout his life is endowed with prosperity; NM p. 62 
verses 766-768, SmK 92. 

Srlpraptiirata —(1) HV I. 575 (quoting one verse from Vi. Dh.) 
says he who worships Laksmi (image) placed in a lotus 
with flowers reaps the reward of a yajna; {2) begin on the 
1st tithi after Vai. purnima; worship of Narayana and 
Laksmi every day for a month with flowers, fruits &c,; 
homa with whole rice grains and bilva (fruit); feed 
brahmanas with milk and its products; fast for three days 
in Jyestha; donate gold and two garments; HVII. 751 
(quoting Vi. Dh. III. 211.1-5 ). 

^rlvrk^-navaml —on Bh. su. 9 worship bilva tree seven times 
when the Sun has just risen with sesame, food made with 
flour, wheat and flowers &c.; pray to the tree and bow to it; 
performer to eat that day on bare ground food not cooked 
by fire ( such as curds, fruits &c.) without oil and salt; 
tithivrata; Bilva as the residence of Laksmi is deity; result 
is freedom from pain and obtaining of wealth; HV L 
887-888 ( quoting Bhav. U. 60.1-10). 

^rlvrata —(1) by worshipping Laksmi on Cai. su. 5th tithi only 
once one obtains all results that could be obtained in a year; 
HV I. 575 (one verse from V i. Dh.); (2) on Cai. su. 3rd tithi 
subsist on boiled rice and ghee and sleep on the ground 
that night; on 4th bathe outside the house (in a river &o.); 
on 5th worship of Laksmi on lotus whether natural or 
artificial and with lamp fed with ghee; homa in fire with 
Srisukta of lotus and its petals and bilva leaves; dinner to 
brahmanas with plenty of milk and ghee; eat havi^a foodt 
H. D. 55 
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for a year; secures strength, beauty and health; HV IE. 
466-468 (from Vi. Dh. III. 154.1-15.) 

8at4ila-diadjsi—on Pha. kr. I2th when there is Sravana- 
naksatra worship gods with sesame, perform homa with 
sesame, light lamps with sesame oil in temples, donate 
sesame, offer water mixed with sesame to pitrs and eat 
sesame; Visnu is said to have observed fast on this tithi 
and offered sesame and piadas to his ancestors; KR 519. 

Saftill —one who fasts on 11th of M. su. when the Moon is in 
Mrgasiras naksatra and performs on I2th the six actions 
relating to sesame becomes free from sins; VKK 505, TT 
113-114, GK 151. The six actions are: rubbing sesame 
on body, bath in water with sesame, homa with sesame, 
gift of sesame, offering to pitrs water mixed with sesame 
and eating sesame; compare KR 519. 

Sadaksara-mantra —Mahasveta mantra has six letters (HV 11, 
521); another is ‘ Khakholkaya namah ’ KKV 9. 

Sanmurtivrata —Begin worship of six seasons on su. 6 of Cal; 
Rtuvrata; seasons deities: the six rtus are to be honoured 
respectively with fruits and flowers, astringent things (in 
Grisma), sweet ones in (rains), food and salt in Sarad, 
bitter and sour ( in Hemanta), pungent things in ( Sisira); 
on each su. 6th he fasts or subsists by nakta way and omits 
five rasas (taking only one appropriate to that season); 
for one year; HV IL 858-859 (from Vi. Dh. III. 156. 1-7 ). 

Sastivrafas —Sixty vratas occur in Mat. 101. 1-83 (q. by KKV 
439-451 ). All these are said to have been narrated by Rudra 
to his spouse. 

Sasthidevi —BRV II (chap. 43.3-72) says that Sasthi, Mahgala- 
candi and Manasa are portions of Prakrti, that Sasthi is the 
presiding goddess over children, that she is called Devasena 
among Matrs, she is wife of Skanda, protects children and 
gives them long life and narrates a story about worship of 
that goddess on the 6th day after birth in the lying-in 
chamber. On the worship of Sutika-sasthi, vide KT 
471-475, where Bhoja in quoted on p. 473. 

Sastivrala (1) fast on 5th tithi; worship of the Sun on 6th or 
7th; performer gets the same fruit as Asvamedha; HV I. 
627 (from Brah.); ( 2 ) on 6th tithi of su. when it falls on 
Tuesday; perform vrata on different months; reaps inexha-* 
ustible merit; HV I. 627-628 (from Vi. Dh.) 
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Sasthivralas'—Bha.y. I. 39“46, Bhav. U. chap. 38-42, KKV 98-103 
(only three ), HV I. 577-629 (twenty-one vratks ), HK 622-- 
624, KN 189-192, TT 34-35, SM 42-43, PC 100-103 VR 
220-236. 

When the sixth is mixed up with 5th or 7th the general 
rule is that in the case of vratas and fasts sixth mixed with 
the 7th is to be chosen except in the case of Skandasasthl 
where sixth mixed with 5th is to be preferred (KN 190 
NA 48, SM 42, PC 100-101); the sixth tithi is dear to 
Kartikeya (or Skanda) who was born on it and became the 
commander-in-chief of the gods on it; Bhav. 1.39. 1-13, 
HK 622 (quoting Brah.), KKN 382-383. 

One or two special matters may be noted. Skanda is the 
lord of 6th tithi and is to be worshipped on every 6th tithi 
with fragrant flowers, lamps, garments, crows as toys, bell, 
chowries and mirror; Kartikeya is specially to be always 
worshipped by kings with campaka flowers and no other 
god ( KR 276 ); 6th of Marg. su. is called Mahasasthi (HK 
623-624). Vide Nar. I, 45. 1-51 for Sasthivrata in the 
twelve months of the year, 

Samvatsaravrata^hB^in on 5th of Cai. sU. in the year called 
Samvatsara and go on for five days. Agni, the Sun, Soma, 
Prajapati and Mahesvara are identified with the five years 
of a Yuga viz. Samvatsara, Parivatsara, Istapurta (Ida vat* 
sara?), Anuvatsara and Udvatsara; they should be esta¬ 
blished in a mandala each in order with blue, white, red, 
white-yellow and dark flowers; worship and horaa with 
sesame, rice, barley, ghee, white mustard respectively; for 
five days nakla ; at end donate five suvarnas; this is a 
pancamurtivrata; HV H, 419-420 (from Vi, Dh.). The 
names of the five years that constitute a yuga are variously 
named in vedic literature; vide Atharva VI. 55.3, Tai. S. V* 
5. 7. 2-3, Tai. Br. I. 4.10. 1. 

Safkvalsaravratas —Vi. Dh. I. 82. 8-20 (gives the names of tho 
sixty years, Prabhava, Vibhava &c.), KKV 435-451, HV IL 
862-867. 

Samvatsararambhavidhi —HV I. 360-365. Vide above Undel* 
Caitra-pratipad pp. 82-84. 

Sahkastacaturthi —on Sr. kr. 4th on moonrise (i. e. about eight 
ghatikas after sunset) worship Granesa image, establish a 
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jar, 16 upacaras to be offered, modakas ( 1008, 108, 28 or 8 ) 
to be prepared; fast the whole day or no food to be taken 
till moon-rise; for life or 21 years or one year; gift to 
acarya, dinner to 21 brahmanas; SmK 171-177, VR 120^127, 
VKD 68, D. S. 74; the vrata may be observed throughout 
life or for 21 years; it is narrated that even Siva did it 
when he wanted to vanquish demon Taraka. 

Sahkastahara-ganap(itivrata--ori M. kr. 4; tithivrata at moonrise; 
Ganesa deity; VR ( 176-188 ) sets out a very elaborate 
procedure, in which Rg. X. 63. 3, IV. 50. 6, the Purusasukta 
(Rg. X. 90 ), Nar. and numerous Pauranika mantras are 
relied upon and 16 upacaras offered; Ganesa is worshipped 
with 21 names and the same number of durva tendrils, 
leaves of plants (such as Bhrngaraja*bilva^ badari, dhattura, 
samI and flowers (red); there is also worship with 108 names 
of Ganapati; at end five modakas to be offered to the priest 
and daksina; it is said that Vyasa narrated this vrata to 
Yudhisthira, Sahkasta appears to mean distress or cala¬ 
mity. ‘ Kasta ’ means * klesa ’ and the prefixing of * sam * 
makes it a little more emphatic. 

Sankrantivratas—YiAQ HV 727-743 (16 in all), HK 407-438, 
KR 613-621, KN 331-346, VKK 204-231, SmK 531-545* 
VR 729-738, PC 357-366. 

Sankrantisnana —Vide under Sahkranti above pp. 211-12 for 
bath on a sahkranti and HV II. 728-730 (from Devipurana 
for results of bathing on the twelve sankrantis with certain 
substances put in water for bath. 

Sanghataka-vrala —to be begun on K. su. 1st; ekabhakta on that 
day, fast on 2nd tithi and also on 3Td;parana on 4th; tithi- 
vrata; Siva deity; worship in this way for 7| months if 
performed only in each bright half, or 3| months if in both 
paksas which make lip 7; two golden images of a male and 
female to be placed on bedstead and bathed with pancamrta 
&c.; jdgara, sleeping on ground; gift of images to dcdrya ; 
the woman performer never suffers separation from husband 
or son; Parvati secured Siva as husband by this vrata; HV 
n. 370-375 (from Var.)* 

8atkiilavaptivrcUa--hQQm on Marg. su. 1st; worship of Visnii 
with three flowers of three different colours, three unguents J 
offering of trimadhuray three lamps, homa with yava and 
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sesame; donate three metals ( gold, silver, copper); Vi. Dh 
III. 201. 1-5. 

Satya-narayanavrata —very popular in Bengal and Maharastra: 
described in Bhavisya (Pratisargaparva) chap. 24-29; M. M. 
Kara Prasad Shastri in cat. of mss in the Asiatic Society’s 
Library, Calcutta, voL V. preface p. LXV says that the 
worship of Satyanarayana (ms. No. 3370) has a Maho- 
medan origin. It was originally ( and even now in many 
places) called ‘ Satyapirer puja *. It occurs in the Reva* 
khanda of the Skandapurana (Vangavasi ed.) but does 
not occur in the Venk. Press edition. Vide also JBORS 
vol. XVI at p. 328 where the same scholar says that the 
Mahomedan custom of offering ‘Sirni’ to Satyaplr was 
adopted by Bengal Hindus as worship of Satyanarayana. 
This is a vrata very popular among lower middle-class 
people and women. Vide I. A. vol. 3 pp. 83-85 for 
stories current in Bengal about this vrata. It is said 
that Narada was told about this vrata by Visnu himself. 
On any day a man worships Satyanarayana and offers 
naivedya of If quantity ( such as If ser or maund ) of 
plantains, ghee, milk and wheat flour (or rice flour), 
jaggery or sugar; all these to be mixed up for naivedya; 
performer should listen to the stories and partake of the 
prasada ; jagara with songs, music, dance; then people go 
to their houses; this yields all desired objects; stories about 
a brahmana who performed this vrata every month, of a 
Vendor of wood, of a trader named Sadhu with a ship full 
of merchandise and costly things and his daughter KalavatL 
In these stories Satyanarayana is represented as very 
jealous and vindictive. The stories are said to have been 
taken from Skandapurana, Reva-khanda. 

Sadavrata —otherwise called ' annadanamahatmya *, HV 11* 
469-475 quoting Bhav. IT. wherein Krsna narrates to 
Yudhisthira the importance of giving food to others and 
refers to the words of Rama to Laksmana that they suffered 
exile in a forest because of not feeding brahmanas, that king 
Sveta suffered pangs of hunger even when in heaven and 
was told by Brahma that his plight was due to his not 
having fed hungry persons. The word literally means ‘vrata 
(i. e, giving food) always In modern times it is o^n 
pronounced and written as ‘ Sadavarta * or * Sadabarta or 
‘Sadavarat’; vide Murarji v. Neribai X L. R. 17. Bom. 3W for 
a bequest of rents for establishing a * sadavarat *. HV II* 
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471 quotes a verse saying that ‘food is the very life of 
beings, it is their vigour, strength and happiness and there¬ 
fore the donor of food is declared to be the giver of every 
thing *. The importance of giving food is stressed in the 
exordium ‘ atithidevo bhava ’ in Tai. Up. I. 11. 2; vide also 
Atharva IX 6 ff and Kathopanisad I. 1. 7. 

Santanadavrala —tithivrata; he gives his or another’s daughter in 
marriage on K, Full Moon, observes a fast on the confluence 
of rivers, reaches a happy goal. HV 11. 238 (from Bhav. U.). 

Santanastami —on Cai. kr. 8; tithivrata; Krsna and DevakI to be 
worshipped; fast; for a year; at end of each period of four 
months on kr. 8 bathe image of Krsna with ghee and donate 
ghee; HV I. 846-47 (quoting ten verses out of Vi. Dh. 
HI. 217.1-11). 

Sandhya (twilight)—is the period of three ghatikas ( 72 minutes) 
before sunrise and after sunset and it was provided that one 
should not engage in four actions in that period, viz. eating, 
sexual intercourse, sleep, Vedic study; HK 694-97, PC 46; 
Utpala on Brhaj-jataka VII. 1 quotes Varaha that it is the 
time after half the sun’s disc has gone down till appearance 
of stars and morning twilight is from the east having light 
till half the sun’s disc appears. 

Saptadvipavrala-^hegin on Cai. su. 1st and worship for seven 
days in order the seven dvtpas ( continents), viz. Jambu, 
Saka (of the Sakas ), Kusa, Kraunca, Sahnali, Gomeda and 
Puskara; homa with ghee and donate seven dhanyas; observe 
nakta and sleep on the ground; one year; donate a figure 
of dvipas made of silver; goes to heaven till end of Kalpa; 
Vi.Dh. m. 159.1-7. 

Saptaml-nirnaya—li 7th is mixed with 6th and 8th tithis a 
vrata for 7th tithi is to be performed on that day where 7th 
is mixed with 6th, but if for any reason 7th mixed with 6th 
cannot be accepted, the 7th mixed with 8th may be accep* 
ted; KN 192-194, TT 35-36, PC 103-104. 

5apfami7oAxzi?ra^a— worship seven/o/cas on 7th tithi; one would 
secure great intellect and unequalled position. HV I. 792 
( one verse from Vi. Dh. ) 

Saplamuvratas —Mat. chap. 74-80 = Pad. V. 21. 215-321, Bhav. 
U. 43-53, Nar. 1.116. 1-72, KKV 103-225 ( sets out more 
vratas of 7th tithi than of any other tithi, 44 in all), HV I. 
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632-810 (about 62 vratas), VKK 35-38, TT 36*40, VR 
231-255. For eulogy of the worship of SaptamI, vide 
Vi. Dh. in. 169.1-7. 

Saptamisnapana—MdX, (68.1-42 ) describes this at length; HV 
(I. 763-768 ) quotes from Bhav. U. almost the same verses 
as those in Mat. It is said to be an antidote against 
disease, ill-luck or distress or the death of infants. It should 
be performed in the 7th month after a child is born to a 
woman who lost an infant child or on a 7th tithi in su., 
but tithi of the birth should be avoided; offer to the Sun 
and Rudra and the Matrs specially oblations of rice with 
milk, repeat hymn to the Sun ( Rg. I. 50 ) and offer homa 
to Rudra with Rg. 1. 43; the fuel sticks are to be of arka 
and palasa and 108 ahutis of yava^ dark sesame, and ghee; 
four jars in four corner directions and a fifth in their midst; 
and various things (five rataas, sarvaiisadhis, clay from 
several places named ) were to be cast in all jars; seven 
married women should sprinkle .water over the woman 
whose child died and invoke the Sun, Moon and the gods 
to save the child that is born; golden image of Yama to be 
donated to acarya (priest); worship of the Sun and the kapila 
cow; performer to eat remnants of food offered to gods. 

Saptamurti-'vratas —^Vide Vi. Dh. III. 157-166. 

Saptarsi-irafa —(1) worship of seven sages makes one reach 
them and confers sagehood; HV 1 791 (from Vi. Dh.); 
( 2 ) begin from Cai. su. and for 7 days therefrom worship 
each of the seven sages viz. Marici, Atri, Ahgiras, Pulastya, 
Pulaha, Kratu and Vasistha, with fruits, flowers and cow s 
milk; subsist in nakta way on those days; homa with 
sesame and with Mahavyahrtis; for one year; at end donate 
a black deer hide to an Agnihotrin; performer secures the 
way to moksa; HV H. 508 (from Vi. Dh. III. 165.1-7 ). 

Saptavara-vralas —(vratas of the seven week-days ); KKV 25-27, 
HV H. 520-592, KB 593-604. 

Saptamyarka^vvata —RM ( verses 1172—73; vide ABORI vol. 36. 
p.314). 

Saptasaptamikalpa —to be undertaken on a Sunday in bright half 
after the Sun starts on his (apparent) northward passage 
and on a naksatra with male name; he should observe 
celibacy and subsist in nakta way on all the seven saptamis 
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called Arkasamputa, Marica, Nimba, Phala, Anodana, 
Vijaya, KamikI; observe ekabhakta on 5tb and avoid sexual 
intercourse on 6tb and give up honey and meat on that 
tithi; after writing the seven names on leaves he should 
cast them in an unused jar and should ask a child (who 
does not know the meanings of the seven names) to take 
out one and he observes that particular 7th accordingly; 
for a year; performer gets all his desired objects and reaches 
Suryaloka; KKV 189-191, HV I. 687-689 quoting verses 
(from Bhav. I. 208. 2-32 ). Male naksatras have been 
stated above. 

Saptasagara-vrata or saptasamudra--vrata —begin from Cai. tu, 
1st; worship Suprabha, Kahcanaksa, Visala, Manasodbhava, 
Meghanada, Suvenu and Vimalodaka for seven days in 
order; homa in their names of curds add dinner full of curds 
to brahmanas, and himself partake at night of boiled rice and 
ghee; for a year; donate seven garments to a brahmana at 
a holy place; this is also called Sarasvatavrata; HV II. 507 
(from Vi. Dh.). The above seven appear to be the names 
or branches of river Sarasvatl and therefore Sarasvata 
appears to be the proper name and not ‘ Saptasagaravrata *. 
Vide Vi. Dh. III. 164.1-7 for these seven rivers and this 
vrata being called Sarasvata. 

Saptasundaraka-vrata—woT^hip of Parvatl under seven names, 
viz, Kumuda, Madhavi, Gauri, Bhavani, Parvati, Uma, 
Ambika; dinner for seven days for seven maidens (about 
8 years old); every day one of the 7 names to be used in the 
form ‘ may goddess Kumuda be pleased ’ and so on for six 
days; on the 7th all seven to be invoked and honoured with 
gandha &c. and tambula, vermilion and cocoanut; after 
worship a mirror should be presented before each of the seven; 
this secures beauty, saubhdgya and destroys sins; HV 
IT. 886-87 ( from Bhav. U.). 

Samudra-vrata—begin from Cai. su. 1st; every day for seven 
days; worship with salt, milk, ghee, whey, wine mixed with 
water, sugarcane juice and sweet curds; performer to eat at 
nightfood; homa with ghee; for a year; at end 
donate a milch cow; king becomes supreme on the whole 
earth; one secures also health, wealth and heaven. HV H. 
464-65 (from Vi. Dh. HI. 160.1-7 ). The oceans are some¬ 
times said to be seven, as in Vayu 49.123, Kurma I 45. 4, 
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viz. of salt, sugarcane juice, wine, milk, ghee, curds and 
fresh water. 

Samudra-snana —one should bathe in the sea on parvan days 
such as Full Moon and Amavasya, but not on Tuesday or 
Friday; one should honour the sea and Asvattha tree, but 
not touch them; however on Saturday Asvattha may be 
touched; there is no restriction as to time in taking a bath 
at Setu (Eamesvara); D. S. 36. 

Sampad-gauri-vrata —on M. su. 1st (mentioned in Tamil calen¬ 
dars ) for all married women and maidens in Kumbhamasa, 

Sampad-vrata —on 5th tithi worship LaksmI and observe fast; 
for one year; at year’s end donate a golden jar with gold 
in it; performer becomes rich in each birth and goes to 
Visnu-loka; this is a sasti-vrata; KKV 441^42 (same as 
Mat. 101.19-20 ), VKK 34 (quoting Mat.). 

Samputasaptami —Vide Arkasamputasaptaml above p. 261. 

Sampurna-vrata —This vrata renders perfect every vrata that is 
rendered defective by some mistake or obstacle or Vighna- 
vinayakas; one should prepare a golden or silver image of 
the god worshipped in a vrata that is incomplete; one 
month from the day on which the craftsman prepares the 
image a brahmana should bathe it with milk, curds, ghee, 
fluids and water and worship with flowers &c. and offer 
arghya in the name of that deity from a jar full of water 
in which sandalwood paste is cast, and pray that the vrata 
which was broken may become perfect and make the offering 
with ‘svaha’; the officiating priest should say ‘your (broken) 
vrata has become perfect The purana adds ‘ gods consent 
to what brahmanas say, brahmanas have all the gods in 
them; their word would not come out to be untrue’; HV. 11. 
876-879 (from Bhav. U.). 

Samprdpti-dtadasi —on 12th of P. kr.; worship of Acyuta (Krsna); 
not to speak with atheists and the like; two periods of six 
months each; in the first six months from P. worship as 
Pupdarikaksa, then as Madhava, as Visvarupa (in Pha.), 
Purusottama (in Cai.), Acyuta (in Vat) and as Jaya (in Jy.); 
sesame to be employed at bath and dinner in the first six 
months and in the six months from Asadha pancagavya; 
worship in the second half from As. with same names as in 
the first half year; performer to observe fast on ekadasi and 
to observe nakta or ek^bhakta way on 12th; at years end 
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donate a cow, garment, gold, corn, food, seat and bedstead 
with the words ‘ May Kesava be pleased ’; the performer 
secures all desired objects and so this vrata is called 
‘ samprapti ’ ( attainment); HV L 1094-95 ( from Vi. Dh.) 

Sambho(ja’rrata—i8ist on the two first tithis and the two 5th 
tithis; one should concentrate his mind on the Sun, give 
up love and enjoyment though lying alongside his wife; 
he would be deemed to have performed great tapas for 
thousands of years; KKV 388, HV II. 394 (from Bhav.) 

SarasralipujU-virlhi —in Asv. su. invoke Sarasvati on Mula- 
naksatra, worship her every day and take leave of her on 
Sravana (which is the 4th naksatra from Mula), in all 
four days generally from Asv. su. 7th to 10th; VR 248^249, 
VKD 93 and 268-269; both provide that during these days 
one should not study nor teach nor write a book. 

SarasvatistJiapana —on 9th tithi of Asv. su, Sarasvati is esta¬ 
blished on books. VKD 92-93 and 268-269. In Tamil lands 
special Sarasvatlpuja is done by bringing together books and 
mss. used by elders and youngsters, and girls and married 
women bring together their music books and Vina, aU of 
which are worshipped as Sarasvati. Among craftsmen and 
manual labourers on this 9th tithi ayudhapuja (worship of 
the tools of their trade ) is done. 

Sarid-vrata —^worship the river one desires; one reaps merit; HV 
I. 790 (from Vi. Dh.), which groups it under Saptami- 
vratas. 

Sarpapancami —^one should observe payovrata on 5th tithi and 
donate a golden snake to a brahmana; one would have no 
danger from snakes; HV I. 567 ( from Bhav.). 

Sarpahali—Yid^Q SmK 170-171 and H. of Dh. vol. II. pp. 821-824, 

SarpaiisUpaha-pancami —on5thofSr.su.; one should draw on 
both sides (of a door) with cow dung the figures of snakes; 
worship them with wheat, milk and fried grains, with curds 
and durva tendrils and flowers &c.; snakes become pleased 
and he has no fear from snakes up to bis 7th descendant; 
HV I. 564-565 (from Skanda, Prabhasa-khanda). KKV 94 
mentions a ‘ Sarpabhayapancami * and cites three verses 
from Bhav. (I. 32. 62-64) two of which occur in HV X 564 
along with others. 
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Sarvakamavrata—( 1 ) on M. kr. 14th tithi worship the group 
of pitrs; the performer reaps the fruit of a yajn'i\ HV 
11, 155 (from Vi. Dh.); (2) on Marg. 11th fast and 
worship the Moon and also eleven deities such as Mars, 
Sun, Nirrti ( goddess of death and calamity ), the lord of 
rivers ( Vanina ), Agni, Rudra, Mrtyu, Durga; for one year; 
at year’s end donate a cow; he reaches Rudraloka; HV' L 
1151 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Sarvakamacaptivrata —This has twelve series from K.; fast on 
Krttika falling on K. purnima and worship Narasirhha with 
gandha, flowers &c. for a year; at year’s end donate a white 
cow with a white calf and silver; he would be free from 
enemies; from Marg. onwards to Asv., one has to fast on the 
naksatra after which the pdrnimas are named and worship 
Krsna and his forms and avataras under different names 
( such as Ananta in Marg., Baladeva in P., Varaha in M. 
and so on ); the gifts made at year’s end are different; these 
yield all desires, remove sins and lead to heaven; HV IL 
655-659 (from Yi. Dh.). 

Sarmgandha —(lit. all fragrant substances ). They are variously 
enumerated. HV I. 44 gives two prescriptions, viz. (a) 
camphor, sandalwood, musk and saffron in equal proportions 
are sarvagandha, or (b ) vide p. 38 and note 88 above. 

Sarmphalatgdga —begin on 3rd, 8th, 12th or l4th of Marg. su. or 
of other months; dinner of pagasa to brahmanas; he should 
give up one out of 18 dhanyas and all fruits and bulbous 
roots for a year except when medicines are required ^ be 
taken; he should get made golden images of Rudra with his 
bull and of Dharmaraja (Yama); he should make golden, 
silver and copper sixteen figures, each group representing big 
fruits (like jack fruit &c.), smaller fruits (like udiimlKira, 
cocoanut) and bulbous roots (like surana-kanda); place two 
jars full of water on a heap of grains, a bedstead should be 
got ready; all these to be donated with a cow to a house¬ 
holder brahmana; he should pray * may I reap inexhaustible 
rewards’; Mat. 96. 1-25. 

SaTvajnangcLla4rayodasi —every month on su. 13th one should 
subsist by ekabhakta or nakta or observe a fast and worship 
three viz. Krsna, Balabhadra and Mangala (Durga) goddess 
known as ‘ Ankavanka ’; one overcomes all difficulties by 
remembering these three or worshipping the images of these 
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three and ojffering flowers, meat and wine; HV 11,16-17 
(from Bhav. U.). Krsna is represented as telling Yudhisthira 
that when his gum Sandipani asked him to restore to life 
his dead son as the daksina for the learning imparted to him, 
he contemplated on the goddess and restored life to the 
dead son, 

Sarva-'vrala —^worship Siva on the I3th tithi of su. falling on 
Saturday and fast thereon; man becomes free from grave 
sins (like brahmana-murder); HV II. 24. 

Sarvapti-vrata —^This is a Caturmurtivrata; for a year divided 
into three periods of 4 months ; Vispu has four forms, bala 
(strength), knowledge, aisoarya (supremacy ) and ia/di 
(energy); Vasudeva, Sahkarsana, Kudra and Aniruddha 
are the four faces in the east, south, west and north represent¬ 
ing the four forms of strength, knowledge &c.; in the four 
months from Cai. performer should worship the forms east 
to north and the gifts respectively made to a brahmana are 
things useful for domestic purposes in Cai., of warlike 
materials in Vai., of materials useful for yoking (i. e. 
agriculture) in Jy. and materials useful in sacrifices in As; 
the same procedure in the other two periods of four months 
from Sr. and Marg.; he secures heaven and Indraloka and 
Salokya with Krsna; HV H. 502-503 (from VI. Dh. Ill 
140.1-13). 

Sarvaptisaptami —on 7th of M. kr.; worship intently the Sun; 
for a year; two divisions of the year; in the first six months 
sesame are to be used at bath and dinner and the names 
with which the Sun is to be invoked in the 6 months from 
M. are Martanda, Arka, Citrabhanu, Vibhavasu, Bhaga and 
Hamsa; in the 2nd period of 6 months pancagavya is to be 
used at bath and meals; performer to eat at night but 
exclude oil and salt; he secures all desired objects; KKV 
168-169, HV 1. 735-36 (from Bhav. 1.108.1-12 ). 

Sarvausadhi —(all herbs)^They are; Mura, Maihsi, vaca, kusthaj 
Sailaja, two Haridras, ^nthi ( dry ginger), campaka and 
musta; Agni 177. 17, Madanaratna (onSanti, folio 3a), 
Krtyakalpao (on santika folio 7 b), VKK 212 (ten); P. C. 
307 and VR 16 also enumerate ten but slightly differently. 
Vide p. 183, note 473. 

tithi-vrata; sun deity; on seven saptami tithis 
the performer sitting facing the Sun should place paflcagavya 



List of vratas 


445 


or other liquids on his palm and one, two up to seven 
mustard grains in order on first saptami, 2nd saptami up to 
seventh saptami, should look at it, bring to his mind some 
desired object and drink at once without allowing the teeth 
to touch with a mantra addressed to the mustard; homa 
andjapa; secures sons, wealth and desires; HV I. 686-87; 
Bhav. (1. 68. 29-42 ) describes it; KKV 187-188. 

Sasyotsava —(festival of ready crops)—to be performed in su. 
on an auspicious tithi, naksatra and muhurta by going to 
the field with songs and music, making a fire and homa 
therein, carrying some ripe corn and offering it to gods and 
pitrs to the recitation of Vedic mantras; the performer par¬ 
takes of the ripe corn mixed with curds and should celebrate 
a festival. H V II. 914 (from Brah.) 

Sahasrabhojanaddhi —(Procedure of giving dinner to one 
thousand brahmanas) SmK pp. 454-455 quoting Baudha- 
yanasutra. It should be done in one’s own house or in 
a temple; homa with cooked food and subsidiary ahutis 
with clarified butter in twelve names Kesava, Narayana 
&c.; various gifts. 

Sagaravrata —This is a Caturmurtivrata; masavrata; for four 
mouths from Sr.; worship of four jars filled with water as 
symbols of the four oceans, that are Hari with his four 
forms (God Vasudeva, Sahkarsana &c.); bath in a river 
on all days in those months; homa every day; on last day 
of K. honour brahmanas and donate sesame oil; reaches 
heaven; HV II. 829 (from Vi. Dh. HL 145. 1-6 ). 

SMhanadasamivrata-—^QrtormBd on the 10th tithi in su. as well 
as in kr.; it is an anga (subsidiary observance) of Ekadasi; 
AK folio 640. 

Sddhijavrata —on Marg, su. 12th; tithivrata; Sadhyas deities; 
for a year; Sadhyas are a group of twelve semi-divine 
beings; HV I. 1173 (quoting Vi. Dh. IH. 181.1-3). Vi. 
Dh. names the twelve. 

Sdmavrata —^It is a saihvatsaravrata; bathe images of Siva and 
Kesava in a circle made with cowdung for a year; at end 
donate a golden jar with tiladhenu to a brahmana who 
sings samans\ KKV 442-43 (from Mat 101. 25-26), HV IL 
864 (almost same verses from Pad.). 

Sdrasvatavrata —(1) This is a Samvatsaravrata described in Mat 
66. 3-18 quoted by KKV 435-36, HV L 553-55; begin in s\u 
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on a tithi which has one’s favourite deity as the lord or on 
5th, on a Sunday or any other auspicious week day; silence 
to be observed at both twilights and while taking one’s meal; 
worship of Sarasvati and honour to suvasinis (women whose 
husbands are living); the same verses occur in Pad. V. 22. 
178-194 and Bhav. U. 35. 3-19; (2) observe silence at 
twilight every day for a year; at end of year donate a jar 
full of ghee, two garments, sesame and a bell; goes to the 
Sarasvata world; KKV 441, HV II. 862 (quoting Pad.); this 
occurs in Mat. 101. 17-18; ( 3 ) begin from Cai. su. 1, go on 
for seven days worshipping Suprabha, Kahcanaksi, Visala, 
the Manasa lake, Trinada, Suvenu, Vimalodaka (all branches 
or names of Sarasvati river ); every day homa with curds, 
dinner mixed with curds to brahmanas; he should take only 
one meal at night of boiled rice with ghee; for one year; 
at the end i. e. in kr. of Pha. he should donate (from one to) 
seven garments in order during last seven days; Vi. Dh. 
in. 164.1-7. 

Sarvabhaumavrata —^begin on 10th tithi of K. su., observe nakta 
that day with curds and cooked food and offer worship to the 
ten quarters with holy food; honour brahmanas with flowers 
of various colours and with edibles; for a year; the king 
who performs this becomes victorious and an emperor; KKV 
309, HVI. 992-993 (both quoting Var. 65. 1-6 ), KR 420, 
Vi. Dh. m. 164.1-7. 

Savitrlvrata-^Yi^Q above pp. 91-94. 

Simhastha-guru —When Jupiter enters the sign Siiiiha ( Lion or 
Leo) there is no marching against an enemy, no marriage, 
no upanayana, no occupying a house (for the first time), 
no establishment of the images of gods and generally no 
performance of other auspicious acts; vide Malamasatattva 
p. 828 quoting two verses from Bhimaparakrama which are 
BB (p. 274) and l^ddhi-kaumudi p. 222. It is believed 
that all sacred places come to the river Godavari when 
Jupiter is in the sign Lion and therefore one should bathe 
in the Godavari when Jupiter is in Leo ( which is for about 
one year). There are diverse views about celebrating 
marriage and upanayana in Simhastha-Guru; some hold 
that marriage and other auspicious rites are prohibited only 
when Jupiter is in Magha-naksatra (i. e, first 13J 
degrees of Leo.). Others hold that in the countries 
between the Ganges and Godavari marriage and upanayana 
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are prohibited through all the days when the Jupiter is in 
Leo; but other rites may be performed except when Jupiter 
is in Magha; still others hold that there is no bar of 
Simhastha Guru during the time when the Sun is in Mesa 
( sign Aries or Ram ). Vide SmK pp. 557-559 for discu¬ 
ssion of these views. It is popularly believed that the jar 
of nectar that rose from the ocean was placed by the gods 
first at Haridvara, then at Prayaga, then at Ujjain and then 
at Trimbakesvara near Nasik. 

Sitasaptami —on 7th tithi of Marg. sii. observe fast and worship 
with lotuses and white flowers the Sun or his image; at end 
donate white garments; HV I. 778-779 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Sitasaptami —one of the 14 ?/d^ra5 at Bhuvanesvara; on M. su. 
7; GK191. 

/Si(7cfAtt*“Friday, 1st tithi, 6th, 11th and 13th and the naksatras, 
Purva Phalguni (of which Bhaga is the presiding deity ), 
Uttarasadha, Hasta, Sravana and Revati are so called; all 
auspicious rites should be performed on these; NA 30. 

Siddharthakadisaptami —on M. or Marg. §u. 7 or if one is ill 
then on any 7th tithi of any month; brushing the teeth 
half a prahara ( about four ghatikas) before sunrise with 
the twigs of certain trees, each of which is represented as 
securing some object (e. g. Madhuka gives sons, Arjuna 
makes fortune firm, Nimba confers prosperity, Asvattha 
gives fame &c.); prognostications from the way in which 
the used brush falls when thrown away; seven saptamis to 
be observed, first with mustard grains, 2nd with arka buds, 
3rd to 7th respectively with marica, nimba, six fruits, 
with food excluding boiled rice; japa, homa and wor¬ 
ship of the Sun, sleeping before Sun image and recitation 
(japa) of Gayatri (Rg. IIL 62. 10); divination from 
several dreams when sleeping before Sun image; the different 
rewards of worshipping the Sun with various flowers (e. g. 
fame with lotuses, removal of all leprosy with mandara, 
success with Agastya flowers &c.), dinner and gifts to 
brahmanas of coloured garments, scents, flowers, havisya 
food, cow; KKV 172-180, HV I. 679-^85 (both from Bhav. 
I. 193. 2-21,194. 1-25) and KKV quotes also from Bhav. 
197.1-10. 

SiddhivindijakaiTata —on su. 4th tithi worship Ganesia or when 
a devout impulse takes hold of a man; bath with water 
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mixed with sesame; worship of golden or silver image of 
Gapesa; bathe image with paiicamrta and offer gandha^ 
flowers, incense, lamp and naivedya with the names Gana- 
dhyaksa, Vinayaka, Umasuta, Rudrapriya, Vighnanasana; 
twenty-one durva tendrils to be offered and 21 modakas to 
be placed before image, one to Ganesa, ten to the priest and 
ten to be eaten by the performer; leads to success ( siddhi) 
in learning, wealth, war; HV 1. 525-529 (from Skanda), 
SmK 210-216, PC 95, VR 143-151. Vide above p. 147 for 
story about Syamantaka jewel 

Sins (ten) —^Vide pp. 90-91 above under Dasahara and KR 188 
(quoting Bhav.). 

Sitoldsasthi —on M. su. 6 in Bengal; Sitalasaptaral in Gujarat 
on Sravana kr. 8; Sitalastami in North India on Pha. kr. 8, 

SUapujU-^(l) Sita means ‘cultivated land* as in Kautilya set 
out in H. of Dh. voL III. p. 147 n. 186. KR 518 (quoting 
Brah.) says the earth was measured on Pha. kr. 8th by the 
sonsof Daksa urged by Narada; therefore gods andpitrs 
desire sraddha on that day with apupas; (2) worship of 
Sita, wife of Rama, who was born on Pha. su. 8; KR 526- 
528 and 518; vide above p. 354 under Phalgunakrtya. 

Stmollanghana —^Vide under Vijayadasami p. 190 note 487 and 
TT 103, PC 145-148. 

Sukcdatraprdptivrata —^for maidens, women with husbands living 
and widows; naksatravrata; Narayana deity; a maiden 
should worship Jagannatha on three naksatras, viz. Uttara, 
Uttarasadha and Uttara-bhadrapada and should recite the 
name (Madhava), should offer Priyangu and red flowers 
and use saffron as unguent; homa with honey and clarified 
butter with the words ‘salutation to Madhava’; she secures 
a fine husband. HV 11. 628-630 (from Vi. Dh.); Siva 
informs Parvati about this vrata. 

Siikiilatriratravrata —begin in Marg. on a day which is Tryaha- 
sprk, fast for three days, worship of Trivikrama (Visnu) 
with white, yellow and red flowers, three unguents and 
incense consisting of guggulu, kutuka (? katuka) and resin 
(Finns Longifolio ); offer trimadhura, light three lamps, 
homa with barley, sesame and mustard; donate triloka (i. e. 
gold, silver and copper); HV H. 322-323 quoting Vi. Dh. 
Vide pp. 309, 310 for trimadhura and Tryahahsprk. 
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Sukrta-irtlijn-vrata—on Sr, su. 3 with Hasta-naksatra; tithi- 
vrata: worship of Narayana and Laksml; for three years; 
Mantras are ‘ Visnor nu kara * (Ilg. 1. 154.1) and ‘ Saktnm- 
iva’ ( Rg. X. 71. 2 ); VR 101-103 ( Krsna tells his proud 
sister Subhadra to perforin it). 

Sukrtadmdasl —tithivrata; Visnu deity; fast on Pha. su. 11 and 
worship of Visnu on 12th; repeat day and night on 11th the 
words ‘ namo Narayanaya’; performer should give up anger, 
jealousy, greed, deceit, &c.; should revolve in mind the idea 
that sa/>isdra is worthless; the same on 12th also; repeat 
every month for a year; at end worship golden image of 
Hari and donate it with a cow; reward is that the performer 
does not see Hell; HV 1.1079-1081 (from Vi. Dh.). 

Sukharatri or Siikhardtrika —Laksmipujana day ( Asv. ama- 
vasya) in Dival! is called Sukharatrika; vide S. Pr. folio 41b, 
KT 431, VKK 467-469, KV 403-4 and pp. 194-95 above. 

Sukhavrata —(1) fast on kr. 7th and nakta on kr. 8th; leads to 
happiness in this world and heaven; HV H. 509 (from 
Bhav. only one verse ), KKV 387 (changes the tithis to 6th 
and 7th); (2) on 14th worship of gods; the rest is not 
clear; HV II. 155 (from Vi. Dh.); (3) by worshipping 
sages on 8th tithi one secures happiness; HV I. 628 (from 
Vi. Dh. half verse); (4 ) when on su. 4 there is Tuesday, 
observe nakta; to be observed on four caturthls; worship of 
Mars, who is supposed to be the son of Uma; place clay on 
one’s head, apply it to whole body and then bathe; touch 
durva, asvattha, sami and cow; homa to Mars with 108 
Uhutis ; place image of Mars in vessel of gold or silver or 
copper or of sarala wood or of pine or sandalwood and wor¬ 
ship; HV I. 514-519 (from Bhav.), PC 95; (5) a sasti- 
vrata in Mat. 101. 73 (one verse only q. by KKV 450); not 
clear. 

Sukhasnptika —Same as Sukharatri; HV If, 348-349 (from 
Adityapurana ); KKN 421-422. 

Sukhacaturthi —when the 4th tithi in su. falls on a Tuesday it 
is called Sukhacaturthi or Sukhadacaturthi. Vide HV I. 
514 (quoting Bhav. I. 31.16 ), KR 271, VKK 31 (quoting 
the same verse from Devipurana ). 

Sugatidvadaii —^begin on Pha. su. 11th; tithivrata; Krsna 
deity; fast on that day, worship of Kmna and reciting the 
H. D. 57 
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name ‘Krsna’ 108 times, for one year divided into three 
periods of four months each; in 4 months from Pha. he 
should recite the name Krsna and cast three streams of 
water on the feet (of the image) of Krsna; in 2nd period 
from As. to Asv. the name to be repeated is Kesava, so that 
at the time of death he remembers god Kesava; in the third 
period he should recite the name ‘Visnu’; secures divine 
pleasures and Yisnuloka; HV I. 1081-1083 ( from Vi. Dh, 
in. 215. 4-22). 

Sugatipausamasilmlpa )—on Pha. su. 15th tithi; 

tithivrata; Visnu deity; performer to subsist by nakta way 
giving up oil and salt; for one year divided into three periods 
of four months; worship of Kesava accompanied by Laksmi; 
on that day he is not to speak with heretics, atheists, those 
guilty of grave sins and candalas; Hari and Laksmi are 
to be looked upon as the moon and night. Vide Vi. Dh. Ill, 
216. 1-17. 

^ugaUvrata (1) by the worship of lord of gods one secures the 
best position (or world); HV I. 792 (fromVi. Dh. only a 
half verse ); (2 ) one should partake food by nakta method 
on all 8th tithis for a year and at end donate a cow and one 
reaches position of Indra; tithivrata; Indra deity; HV I. 881 
(from Pad.); this is Mat. 101. 56; AK folio 561 b (calls it 
Sugatyastami). 

Siijanmadvadasl—hQgin on 12th of P. su. when it falls on 
Jyestha-naksatra; tithivrata; Visnu deity; worship Visnu 
every month for a year with fast thereon, donate each month 
of the year in order ghee, rice, barley, gold, boiled yavas^ 
water, grain boiled, umbrella, payasa^ sugarcane juice, 
sandalwood, garments and should in order partake of one of 
the twelve things, viz. cow’s urine, water, ghee, uncooked 
vegetables, durva, curds, rice, barley, sesame, water heated 
by the Sun’s rays, water in which darbhas are dipped, milk; 
he becomes free from disease, talented and happy and is 
born in a family endowed with wealth and corn and 
knowing no sorrow; HV 1.1174-75 (from Vi. Dh.). 

bujanmdvaptivrata This is a sahkrantivrata; begin from the 
day when the Sun enters sign Mesa (Ram) and go on 
through all the twelve sahkrantis in the year with fast on 
each day of the sahkranti, and respectively worship the 
images of the Sun, of Bhargava Rama (Para^rama), Krsna, 
Visnu, Varaha (incarnation), Narasimha, Rama Da^arathii 
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Rama (Balarama ), Matsya (incarnation of Visnu ); these 
may also be painted on a piece of cloth for worship; homa 
with appropriate name on each sahkranti; for a year; at 
end gift of jaladhenu with umbrella and sandals and in each 
month of gold and two garments; worship at night with 
diparnala (rows of lights); reward--the performer is not 
born among lower animals or Mlecchas; HV 11. 7^7-728 
(from Vi. Dh.), PC 12; note that worship in Tula and the 
following two signs is not mentioned by HV. But in Vi. 
Dh. III. 199 it is said that Vamana, Trivikrama and 
Asvasiras ( Hayasiras ) are to be worshipped when the sun 
respectively enters Tula ( Balance), Vrscika (Scorpion) and 
Dhanus ( Archer). 

Sudarsana^sthi —A king or ksatriya was to perform this; fast 
on 6th after drawing a mandala with a lotus on the nave of 
a wheel, establish Sudarsana (discus of Visnu) on the 
pericarp and the weapons of lokapdlas on the petals and the 
performer’s own arms in front and worship with red sandal¬ 
wood paste, mustard, red lotus, red garments &c. and offer 
naivedya of food mixed with jaggery and of cakes and fruits 
and address mantras to Sudarsana for destroying one’s 
enemies, for success in war and for protection of his army; 
worship of Visnu’s bow ( Sarhga), mace &c. and of Garuda 
(Visnu’s vehicle ); king to be placed on throne and a young 
woman to wave lights before him; the same procedure when 
an evil omen arises or on the naksatra of one’s birth; HV 
I. 62(b-S24 (from Garuda-purana ). 

Sudesajanmavapti —^practically same as Sujanmavaptivrata; Vi» 
Dh. HI. 199.1-10. 

Sunamadvadasi —^begin on 12th tithi of Marg. su.; ekabhakta on 
10th; fast on 11th and worship Sun first and then Visnu; 
tithivrata; Visnu deity; performer to be pure in thought, 
word and deed; place a new jar full of water in which 
sapphire, pearls and precious stones are cast and covered 
with cloth and worship Kesava’s golden image therein; the 
same procedure to be repeated on the dvadasis of P., M. * 
and the following months with different names of Visnu 
sUch as Narayana, MSdhava and so on; for a year; donate 
the twelve jars with images therein to brahmanas and twelve 
cows, garments or (if poor) one cow and a vessel with some 
gold; HV L 1063-1072 (from Vahnipurana); Agni 188.11 
refers to Namadvadasi. 
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Burupidvadaii—in R kr. lUh if it has Pusya naksatra; on 11th 
fast and on 12th worship a golden or silver image of Hari 
cast in a full jar over which a vessel full of tilas is placed; 
the naivedya is to be food mixed with sesame; offering of 
sesame in fire with mantras from Purusasukta ( Pg. X 90 ); 
Vaisnava sraddha after homa; jagara on that night; donate 
jar and image; reward is freedom from ugliness; HV I. 
1205-1213 (Siva imparts this to Uma and states how 
Satyabhama benefited from it); Vratarka, folio 247 a (says 
it is practised among Gurjaras). 

Suvrata—’'¥Toxa Cai. su. 8th worship the eight Vasus ( named) 
that are forms of Yasudeva with gandha, flowers &c.; for a 
year; at end donate a cow; secures all objects and goes to 
Vasuloka; Vi. Dh. Ill 172. 1-7. 

Suryanaktavrata —This is a varavrata; Sun deity; one should 
always practise nakta on Sunday; ekabhakta when Sunday 
has Hasta naksatra and from that day nakta on every 
Sunday; draw a lotus with twelve petals on sunset with red 
sandalwood paste and make a nyUsa in eight directions from 
the east with different names ( such as Surya, Divakara); 
nyasa of sun s horses to the east of pericarp; arghya with 
the first verses of Pg. and Samaveda and the first four words 
of Tai. S.; for one year; performer is freed from diseases, 
has progeny, wealth and goes to Suryaloka; HV. II. 538-541 
(from Mat.). 

Suryapujaprasamsd —vide Vi. Dh. III. 171.1-7 that narrate what 
rewards are secured by worshipping the Sun on aU 7th 
tithis for a year or by observing nakta on Sunday for a year 
or by worshipping the Sun always at sunrise. Verses 8-14 
of Bhav. I. 68 specify the flowers that are desirable in the 
worship of Surya and what rewards follow by offering them. 

Suryarathayatra-mahatmya —Bhav. I. 58. The car procession of 
the Sun takes place in M, If no procession is held every 
year then it should be held in the 12th year from the time 
when it was last held; it should not be held after short 
breaks in the continuity; a sudra was not to climb upon the 
car of the Sun. The purvimas of As,, K., and M. are the 
holiest times for this yatra. It may also be held on the 6th 
or 7th tithi falling on a Sunday. 

Suryacrata (1) fast on 6th tithi and worship of the Sun on 7th 
with the words ‘ may Bhaakara be pleased ’; becomes free 



List of vratas 


453 


from all diseases; KEV 388-389; ( 2 ) bath at dawn in M. 
and honouring a householder and his wife with flowers, 
garments, ornaments and dinner; attains saubhaqya and 
health; HV 11. 794 (from Pad.), KKV 444 (which is Mat. 
101. 36-37); ( 3 ) Begin in Asv. if there is 14th tithi in su. 
and Sunday; tithivrata; Siva deity; special bath for 
Sivalinga, rocana being applied to it as unguent and worship 
with red flowers; naivedya of milk and ghee of kapila cow; 
gift to a brahmana devotee of Siva; the former should have 
dinner mixed with saffron; reward-sons are born to him; 
HV 11. 64-65 (from Kalottara); (4 ) on Sunday the per¬ 
former shaves himself and worships the Sun with cakes 
mixed with jaggery and salt and observes nakta that day: 
all desires are fulfilled and he goes to Suryaloka; HV !• 
779-780 (from Vi. Dh.); ( 5 ) fast on Cai. su. 6th and on 7th 
tithi worship the Sun; an altar be made with whitish clay 
and a lotus with eight petals be drawn thereon with coloured 
powders; place Sun’s image on the pericarp and draw in the 
eight quarters from the eastern petal certain demigods, 
goddesses and sages, two each being assigned to the six 
seasons from spring; homa with 108 ahutis of ghee to the 
Sun, and eight to each of the others; for one year; at end 
gift of a cow and some gold; he goes to Suryaloka; if per¬ 
formed for twelve years the performer secures saijujija; HV 
1. 770-774 (from Vi. Dh.m. 167. 11-15, 168. 1-30; (6) 
begin in Marg. on a Sunday (?) and proceed for 12 months; 
draw a lotus with twelve petals with pericarp on a copper 
vessel with red sandalwood paste and worship the Sun 
thereon; in the several months the names of the god 
worshipped ( such as Mitra in Marg., Visnu in P., Varuna 
in M. &c.), the naivedya and the special article to be eaten 
by the performer are different; it destroys sins and secures 
all desired objects; HV H. 552-557 (from Sauradharma); 
This is a varavrata; ( 7 ) nakta throughout month of P. and 
fast on both 7 th tithis; worship of Sun and of Agni thrice 
a day in the month of P.; KR 475-76 (from Bhav.) 

Suryasasthi —begin ekabhakta in Bb. su. from 1 to 5th and on 
6th fast and worship of Sun’s image; for a year; in each 
month different name of Aditya; at end elaborate udyapana 
is described; HV I. 608-615 (from Bhav. U.), NS 134. 

Suryastami —Vide Arkastami p. 261 above. 
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Somavati-amavasya —Amavasya on Monday is very holy; vide 
KV 492 (from Bhav.); HK 643, VKK 9; on this day persons 
(specially women in the Deccan) go to a asvattha tree, 
worship Visnu and circumambulate the tree 108 times; 
Vratarka folios 350b-356, DS. 23, the former remarking that 
this is not mentioned in the great religious digests 
( nibandhas ) but is based upon usage. 

Somavarairatas—HY 11. 557-566 (only two), Vratarka folio 
379b-382b, SmK 149, VKD 437-443. General rule is; begin 
on the first Monday of Sr., Vai., K. ,orMarg.; worship of 
Siva and total fast or nakta on that day; VKD gives an 
elaborate procedure of Somavaravrata and its udyapana. 
The Mondays in Sr. are regarded specially holy even now. 

Somavrafa —(1 ) when the 8th in any paksa falls on a Monday 
one should worship Siva, the right side of the idol represent¬ 
ing Siva and left side Hari and the Moon; bathe the linga 
with pancamrta, apply sandalwood and camphor to right 
side and to the left saffron, aguru, uiira; mrajana with 25 
lights of the God and the Devi; dinner to brahmanas with 
their wives; for a year or five years; KKV 269-271, HV I. 
829-831 ( from Kalika); ( 2 ) on Vai. purnima fill a copper 
vessel with water, put image of Sankara therein and cover 
it with cloth and worship with gandha and flowers and 
donate with the words * may Mahadeva, lord of the world, 
who assumes the form of the Moon, be pleased with me ’; 
KKV 353, HV H. 174-175, KE166-167 (allquoting Bhav.); 
(3) on su. 2nd tithi one should donate vessel containing 
salt to a brahmana; for a year; at end donate a cow; goes 
to Sivaloka; KKV 451 (59th Sastivrata from Mat. 101. 81), 
HV I. 389 (from Pad); (4) when 8th tithi falls on 
Bohini naksatra, perform this; bathe Siva with pancamrta 
and apply camphor or sandalwood paste to the linga or 
image and worship with white flowers; offer naivedya of jar 
of milk mixed with white ground sugar; jagara ; yields long 
life, fame etc.; HV I 863 (from Kalottara); (5 ) fast on M* 
su. 14th and on 15th apply (to the linga ) a blanket of ghee 
from top to the vedt ; donate a pair of dark cows; jdgara 
with songs and dance; HV H. 239-240 (from Bhav.); 

( 6) on the first Monday in Marg. su., or Cai. or on any 
Monday when an intense impulse to worship arises; worship 
Siva with white flowers (like Malati, Kunda &c.), apply 
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sandalwood paste (to image or linga), offer naivedya; homa; 
rewards of performance of nakta on Monday in the months 
from Marg. described; HV II. 558-566 (from Skanda); 
(7) on each Monday eight brihmanas to be treated to dinner 
for a year; at end a silver image of Siva to be made and 
donated; worship of Siva and Uraa with mantra ‘tat- 
purusaya vidmahe ’ (Maitra. S. II, 9. 1, Tai. Ar. X. 46); 
Pad. IV. 108. 82-90. 

Soniaijana-v 7 'cUa—for a month; consists in subsisting on the milk 
of all four udders of a cow for seven days; for seven days on 
milk of three udders, then seven days more on milk of one 
udder and fast for the next three days; destroys all sing, 
Markandeya q. by Mit. on Yaj. III. 324. 

Somasiamivrata —tithivrata; Siva and Uma are deities; on 9th 
tithi with Monday worship of Siva and Uma at night; 
bathing image with pahcagavya; worship Siva under the 
names Vamadeva and others; apply sandalwood paste and 
camphor to the right side of image and saffron and Turuska 
(olibanum) to the left; place sapphire on Devi’s head and 
pearl on Siva’s head and worship with white and red flowers; 
homa of sesame with the name Sadyojata; HV 1,833-835 
(from Skanda). Bhav. U. 59 describes this vrata almost 
in the same words (1-23 ); Vamadeva, Sadyojata, Aghora, 
Tatpurusa, Isana are the five faces (or forms) of Siva. 
Vide Tai. Ar. X. 43-47. 

Saakhyavrata —on 8th or 11th or l4th of M. observe ekabhakta 
and donate white garments, sandals, blanket, umbrella, 
water and a cup to one who is in want of these; HV II. 440 
(from Bhav.). 

Saiigandhijavrata —this is a rtuvrata; Siva and Ke^ava deities; 
give up use of flowers in Hemanta and Sisira and of three 
kinds of pattras (fragrant substances) on Pha. purnima and 
donate some gold with the words ‘ May Siva and Kesava 
be pleased’; HV II. 860. 

Sauhhagyatrliyauratu —(1) on 3rd tithi of Pha. su. observe nakta 
and worship Hari with LaksmI or Budra with Uma (as both 
are declared in sastras and puranas to be the same); homa 
with honey and ghee and sesame; for a year divided into 
three periods; in months from PhA to Jy., performer should 
eat food made from wheat without salt or ghee (or oil) ou bare 
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ground; in months from K. to M. he should eat cooked barley 
food; on M. su. 3 he should make golden images of Rudra 
and Gauri or of Hari and Sri and donate these with six 
vessels containing honey, ghee, sesame oil, jaggery, salt, 
cow’s milk; he becomes fortunate and handsome for seven 
births; Var. 58. 1-19 q. in KKV 75-77, HV I. 479-80, KR 
523-521. 

SaiLbhaij]javrata—{ i) on K. purnima worship the Moon’s image 
on the pericarp of a lotus drawn with 16 petals; on the 
filaments of the lotus worship 28 naksatras (including 
Abhijit) and on the leaves worship the tithis and their lords 
(set out by name ); at end of vrata donate two garments; 
fast or nakta on this day; confers blessedness, beauty, sexual 
pleasures; HV II. 235-36 ( from Vi. Dh.); ( 2 ) give up use 
of salt on 3rd tithi of Pha. and of following months for a 
year; at end donate a bedstead and house with all para¬ 
phernalia and honour a brahmana and his wife with the 
words ‘ May Parvati be pleased ’; he becomes a denizen of 
Gauriloka; tithivrata; Gauri deity; KKV' 441 (which is 
Mat. 101. 15-16), HV I. 483 (from Gar.), VKK 29-30 
(reads ‘ sayanara ’ for * lavanam *). Agni (178. 24-25 ) has 
almost the same verses; ( 3) worshipper of the Moon on 
5th tithi secures long life, wealth and fame; HV I. 574 
(from Vi.Dh.). 

Saubhayyasayaiia-vrata —on Cai. su. 3rd tithi worship Gauri and 
Siva images (as Gauri was married on that day) after 
bathing the images with pancagavya and scented water; 
salutations to the limbs of Devi and Siva from feet to head 
and hair; place in front of the images Saubhagyastaka; next 
morning the golden images to be donated; on each 3rd this 
procedure for a year; different substance to be partaken of 
and different mantra to be repeated in each month from Cai. 
and different names of Devi also; special flowers employed 
in each month; performer to give up eating one fruit for a 
year; at end donate a bedstead with paraphernalia and 
golden cow and bull; secures saubhuyya^ health, beauty, 
long life; Mat. 60 1-49; KKV 56-60 ( quotes only Mat. 60. 
14-48 ), HV I. 444-149 (quotes Mat. 60. 1-48), KR 113-118 
(quotes Mat. 60.1-49 ). The same verses occur in Pad. V. 
24. 222—2i8 and also in Bhav. U. 25.1—42. 

Saiibhacfijascihkranti This is a sahkrantivrata; on the Ayana 
or Visuva day having Vyatipata or on a sahkr5nti day one 
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should follow ekabhakta, worship the sun and donate two 
garments and saubhagyastaka to a brahmapa and his wife; 
for one year; dinner to brahmanas and donate lavana- 
parvata, golden lotus and golden sun image; HV II. 735-36 
(from Skanda ); for gift of substances called parvatadanas, 
vide H. of Dh. vol. IL 882. 

Saubhagyasundari —on the 3rd tithi of Marg. orM, kr.; tithi- 
vrata; Uma deity; fast that day; for a year; in each month 
different name of Uma is used; flowers, fruits and naivedya 
to be offered are different and also the substance to be eaten 
by the performer; Vratarka folios 56a-60b, VR 114-120 
(quoting Bhav. U.). It is to be performed on 3rd mixed with 
4th ( and not on 3rd mixed with 2nd ). 

Saubhagyavaptivrafa —This is a masavrata; Krsna deity; begin 
on the 1st tithi after Magha purnima (by purnimanta 
reckoning); worship image of Krsna or his picture on a 
strip of cloth; performer to bathe with water scented with 
priyangu (panic seed or Italian millet), offer earn (boiled 
rice) mixed with priyangu and homa with the same; for 
a month; on Pha. purnima after three days’ fast donate two 
garments dyed with saffron, a vessel full of honey &c.; this 
confers sanbhagya and beauty; HV 11,799 (fromVi. Dh. 
HI. 204.1-5). 

Saubhagyastaka —Mat. ( 60. 8-9 ) provides that eight things are 
so called, viz. sugarcane, mercury, nispava (wheat prepara¬ 
tion in which milk and ghee are used), ajoji (cumin seed ), 
dhanyaka ( coriander), curds from cow’s milk, safflower and 
salt. This is quoted by HV I. 48-49, KR 115, VR 16 ( with 
variant and corrupt readings). KR reads ‘tavarajah’ 
(white ground sugar) and VR reads ‘ tarurajah ’ (palmyra); 
Pad. V. 24. 251 enumerates somewhat differently, reads 
‘ taruraja, kusuma (v. L kustumburu) and jiraka’ ( panicum 
miliaceinn ); vide Bhav. U. 25. 9 also for the eight things. 

Saumyacidhi—When Sunday has Rohipi naksatra, it is called 
Saumya; bath, gifts, japa, homa, tarpapa of pitrs and gods 
on this day become inexhaustible; observe nakta and 
worship the sun on this day with red lotuses, red sandal¬ 
wood paste, sugandha dhupa and payasa (as naivedya); 
performer is freed from sins; KKV 13-14, HV II. 524. 

Saumyavrata —Give up flowers in Hemanta and Sisira seasone 
and on Pha. purnima donate three flowers of gold in the 
H. D. 58 
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afternoon with the words ‘ May Siva and Kesava be pleased’; 
Mat. 101.13-14 (quoted in KKV 441). 

Sauratrivikrama-vrata —This is a masavrata; Sun deity; for 
three months or three years; in month of K. worship Jagan- 
natha or the Sun and observe ekabhakta and donate the 
second meal to a brahmana; same procedure in Marg. and 
P. and Sun to be worshipped as Vibhakara and Divakara; 
sins committed in youth and middle age and even grave 
sins are destroyed; it is called ‘Trivikrama’ because the 
three names (of the sun ) relieve a man in three months or 
three years; HV II. 856 (from Bhav. U.). 

Sauranakta-vrata —This is a varavrata; Sun deity; to be per¬ 
formed on Sunday with Hasta naksatra; honour brahmanas 
on it; performer is freed from diseases ; HV II. 521 (from 
Nrsirhhapurana). 

Sauravrata —This is Mat. 101. 63 (a sastivrata) which occurs in 
KKV 448, HV I. 787 (from Pad.); fast on 7th tithi; Sun 
deity; for one year; at end donate a golden lotus, cows 
along with some gold and a jar full of food; leads to 
Suryaloka. 

Skandamsthi —6th tithi in As. su. is so called; worship Kumara 
(Kartikeya) on it after observing a fast the previous day; 
NA 49, PC 101. SmK 138. NA adds that on seeing (the 
idol of) Kartikeya in Daksinapatha on Bh. su.6 one becomes 
free from even grave sins like brahmana murder; vide also 
KR 275-277. In Tamil lands Skandasasthi is important, 
is shown in the calendar as in (solar) Vrscika-masa (K. su. 6) 
and celebrated in temples and also in some houses; HK 622, 
KR 119 quote some verses from Brah. saying that Skanda 
was produced from Agni on amavasya and appeared on Cai. 
Su. 6, was made Commander-in-Chief of gods and 
vanquished demon Taraka, hence he was to be worshipped 
with lamps, garments, decoration, cocks (as a plaything) 
&c., or he may be worshipped on all su. 6th tithis by those 
that desire health for their children. Vide TT 35 (saying 
that 6th of Cai is called Skandasasthi), SmK 93. 

Skandamsthivrata —on K. su. 6 subsist on fruits, turning to the 
south give arghya to Kartikeya and offer curds, ghee, water 
and flowers and a mantra; the performer should take his 
meal at night from food placed on the bare earth; he secures 
success, prosperity, long life, health, and lost kingdom; one 
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should not partake of oil on 6th (either in su. or kr.); Bbav. 
I. 39. 1-13 q. by KK V 99-101, HV I. 604-605, KR 415-416. 
Vide under ‘Sasthivratas’ for proposition that SkandasasthI 
mixed with fifth is to be preferred. GK (83-84) speaks of 
SkandasasthI on Cai. kr. 

Striputrakamavaptivrata —this is a masavrata; Sun deity; the 
woman passing K. by ekabhakta and observing the rules of 
conduct such as ahimsa, who offers to the sun naivedya of 
boiled rice mixed with jaggery and fasts on 6th or 7th tithi, 
in both fortnights, reaches suryaloka and when she returns 
to the world she secures a king or other desired person as 
husband; special rules about the months from Marg.; HV 
H. 821-824 (from Bhav.), KR 406. 

Snapanasaptamivrala —for a woman whose child or children die 
in infancy; Bhav. U. 52. 1-40. 

Snuhi-vitape on Sr. kr. 5th worship ManaSa-devI 

that removes (danger of) snake poison on a twig of Snuhl 
plant in one’s court-yard; TT 33. Vide above p. 125. 

Snehavrata —This is a masavrata; God (Visnu?) deifey; person 
should give up oil bath for four months from As, he should 
subsist on payasa and ghee; at end he should donate a jar 
full of sesame oil; this secures people’s affection (sneha) ; HV 
n. 818 (from Pad.). 

Syamantaka (jewel )—story in Harivaihsa 1.38; vide pp* 147-148 
above under Ganesacaturthi. The verse ‘ sirhhah Prasenam- 
avadhit’ is Harivaihsa I. 38.36. 

Svarnagaurtvrata~on Bh. su. 3; tithivrata; Gauri deity; for 
women only; Gauri is worshipped with the 16 upacaras; 
prayer to Devi to bestow sons, health, saubhagya; on udyapana 
16 wickerwork vessels are filled with sixteen edibles and 
covered with cloth and donated to brahmana householders 
and their wives; Vratarka 41a-44b, VR 96^7 ( notes that 
it is prevalent in KarnStaka country and is based on usage). 

Svastikavrata —from As. 11th or I5th for 4 months; for both 
men and women; said to be well-known in Karnataka; 
draw svastikas in five colours (blue &c.), and they are to be 
presented to Visnu; worship of Visnu in temple or on land; 
Vratarka folios 356b-358 from Bhav. U (questions ite 
authoritativeness) 

Hamsavrata^hskthe with recitation of Purusasukta; taipana 
and japa with same; worship Janardana called Hamsa in 



460 


History of Dharmaiastra [ Sec. I, Ch. XTIT 


midst of a picture of a lotus having eight petals with flowers 
&c. to the accompaniment of X. 90, then homa; donate 
a cow; for a year; he secures all desires; Vi. Dh. III. 225. 
1-9. 

Hanamat-jayanti —on Cai. su. 15. 

Hayapaficamt or HuyapUjarra^a —on Cai. 5th Uccaihsravas 
(Indra s horse ) rose from the ocean and so he should be 
worshipped along with gandharvas (such as Citraratha, 
Citrasena) who are its bandhus with songs, sweetmeats, 
polikas (Marathijpo^i)» curds, jaggery, milk, rice flour; 
reward'Strength, long life, health non-defeat in battle; 
HY I. 573 (quoting Salihotra), SraK. 92. This is also 
called Matsyajayanti; AK folio 360b. 

Harakalivrata —on M. su. 3; tithivrata; Devi is deity; for 
women; performer should pass the whole night contemplat¬ 
ing Uma on green barley sprouts; next day bath and 
worship of Devi and then dinner; in each of 12 months 
different names of Devi to be taken and 12 different sub¬ 
stances to be partaken of; at year’s end honour a brahman a 
and his wife; reward—freedom from disease, no widowhood 
for seven births, son, beauty &c.; Sankara asks Parvati 
what vrata she performed to secure the position of sharing 
half his body. 

HaratTliya-vrata —on M. su. 3; tithivrata; Uma and Mahesvara 
deity; in a mapdapa draw a lotus with eight leaves; in 
eight directions nyasa of the eight names of Uma viz, 
Gauri, Lalita, Uma, Svadha, Vamadevi &c.; place Uma- 
Mahesvara in the middle; worship with gandha and flowers; 
place a jar filled with rice grains; homa with four ahutis of 
ghee and one hundred of sesame; in each of the eight 
praharas perform bath and homa; next day honour a 
brahmana and his wife; this to be followed for four years; 
then udyapana; golden image of Uma and Mahesvara to 
be donated to acarya; gives saubhaqya Bnd health: HV X 
480-482. 

Haratriratravrata one fasting for three days at the root of 
a bilva tree and reciting a lakh of times the name of Kara 
destroys the sin even of bhrunahatya; HV II. 312 (from 
Saurapurana). Vide H. of Dh. vol. U. p. 148n and voL IH. 
p. 612 note 1161 for explanations of bhruna. 
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Haravrata--on 8th tithi draw an image of lotus leaf and 
worship Hara and perform homa with streams of ghee and 
fuel-sticks; HV I. 881 ( from Bhav.). 

Harikalivrata —on 3rd tithi of Bh. su. worship of Kali on the 
sprouts of seven dhanyas sown in a winnowing basket; it 
is carried at night by women whose husbands are alive to 
a reservoir of water and discharged therein; HV I. 435-439 
(from Bhav. U. 20. 1-28). The story is that Kali was 
daughter of Daksa, was given in marriage to Mahadeva 
and was dark in complexion. Once in an assembly of gods 
Mahadeva called her as dark as collyrium. She was angered, 
left her complexion on a grassy plot and threw herself into 
fire. She was born again as Gauri and became Mahadeva’s 
wife. The dark complexion laid aside by Kali became 
Katyayani, who helped gods in their undertakings. The 
gods bestowed on her the boon that those men or women 
who would worship Kali existing in green grass would have 
happiness, long life and sauhhagya. The printed HV labels 
it Harikali, but no question about Hari (meaning Visnu ) 
arises here. Hari here probably simply means ‘ tawny ’ (i. e. 
Kali who was once brown or tawny and not fair ). 

Harikridasayana or Harikrlddyana—on'K. orVai. 12th; tithi- 
vrata; Hari deity; place in a copper vessel filled with honey 
a golden image of Nrsirhha with four arms, with rubies for 
arms, coral for nails and other precious stones on the chest, 
ears, eyes and head, and fill the vessel with water; worship 
and j agar a ; the performer has no danger in a forest or 
battle, secures wealth and long life; KKV 392-393, HV 11. 
376-377 (from Nrsirhhapurana). 

Haritalikdirata —Vide above pp. 144-45. 

Harinakla —see HS 21. 

Haritithi —is 12th, acc. to SmK. 29* 

celebrating the supposed awakening of 
Visnu in K, Vide pp. 109-111 above. 

Harivd^ura —The day of Hari. There is a divergence of views 
on this point; VKK 14 holds that EkadasI is really the day 
of Hari and not dvadasi. Gar. I. 127.12 and Naradapurana 
H, 24. 6 and 9 call EkadasI Harivasara; KSS 43 quotes Mat. 
to the effect that if As. su. 12th falls on Wednesday and 
has Anuradha naksatra and if Bh, 6u. 12 falls on Wednea- 
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day and has Sravana naksatra and if K, su. 12 falls on 
Wednesday and has Eevati naksatra, these are called 
Harivasara. SmK 29 holds that Dvadasi is Haritithi. 

Harivrata —(1) a person should practise ekabhakta on Purnima 
and Amavasya; he does not go to Hell; on those tithis he 
should worship Hari with ‘ punyahavacana ’ and words like 
‘ jaya’: he should feed one brahmana, bow to him and feed 
other brahmanas and the blind, helpless and distressed 
persons; HV H. 373 (from Narasirhhapurana), KKV 389- 
390; for punyahavacana, vide H. of Hh. voL H. p. 216; (2) a 
person who gives up food on 12th tithi goes to heaven; HV 
I.im(from Var.). 

Harisayana —the sleeping of Visnu in As.; vide above 
pp. 109-111. 

Hala^sthi —Bh. kr, 6 is so called; NS 123. 

Havisya —sacrificial substances that can be partaken of on 
certain vratas; KR 400, TT 109, NS 106 and H of Dh. voL 
IV. p. 149 note 334. 

Hastagaurivrata —on Bh. su. 3; told by Krsna to Kunti for 
recovering a kingdom endowed with wealth and grain. 
Vratarka, folios 50b~52b, AK 280b; contemplation of Gauri, 
Hara and Heramba (Ganesa) for 13 years and udyapana in 
14th year. 

Himapuja —worship the Moon, the left eye of Visnu on Pur- 
nima with flowers, naivedya of milk, give salt to cows, 
honour one’s mother, sister and daughter with new red 
garments; if one is near Himalaya, then one should offer to 
pitrs ice mixed with honey, sesame and ghee and where there 
is no ice he should repeat the words ‘ ice, ice ’ and should 
feed brahmanas with masa food full of ghee; festival with 
songs and dance should be held and Syama-devI worshipped, 
fresh wine should be drunk by those used to drinking; KR 
471-72 (from Brah.) 

Hrdayavidhi—Vide KKV 19-20, HV H. 526; vide above p. 268 
under * Adityavara’. 

Homavidhi —For procedure of homa in the Grhyasutras, vide 
H. of Dh. vol. II, pp. 207-210 and for homa in medieval 
times, vide HV I. 309-310. 

Holikd —^Vide above pp. 327-341, 
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KALA, MUHCRTA, the influence of Astrology on 
DHARMASASTRA and CALENDAR 

CHAPTER XIV 

Conception of Kala 

Among the first of the great problems of philosophy is that 
of the nature of Space ( dik) and Time ( kdla). 

The questions that arise are: Are Space and Time ultimately 
real ? Is the world we apprehend spaceless and timeless or has 
the universe a beginning in time; are Space and Time them- 
selves things or real, attributes or relations of things. Great 
divergence of views has prevailed on these problems from 
ancient times to this day. It is therefore advisable to indicate 
briefly the speculations on Time contained principally in 
Sanskrit works. 

The word Kala occurs only once in the Rgveda * as a 
gambler collects the (highest stake) at the (proper) time* 
(Bg. X. 42. 9, ‘ Krtam yac svaghni vicinoti kale ’). The 
Atharvaveda contains two hymns (XIX. 53.1-10 and XIX 54. 
1~5) embodying a most sublime conception of Kala. A few 
striking verses are translated here: * Kala (Time) carries (as) 
a horse with seven reins, thousand-eyed, ageless, endowed with 

651. Compare ^ H » Hj?. X. 43 5 ( = anrf. XX. 

17.5) with X. 42.9 ( = ami. VII. 50.6 and XX. 89.9 

gnS). vide also * ^ II. 12.4; Rg. X. 43.5 is 

explained by Chan. Up IV. 1.4 ^ (as the 

lower throws of dice all go to the highest throw, to the winner 

652. 3ia^^ 31^1 ^ 

trt^f H ^ ^ snw: ^ 

vmx f*TT; w am 

^5^: ^ncTT^^rnrcTH ai^. xix. 53.1,4, 7, lO; f ^ w ^ 

1 « i’h ^ c?Nr ^ ^ 

^xnn: 1 ^rgmr mm: w g%?f:« 

XIX. 54. 5. is styled a in IX. 114.2 and is in later mythology 
the husband of a r f^f^ who is called mother, father and son in isff, I. 89.10; 
so probably here is the same as srsTftri^. In aro^. VIU, 5.14 

is said to have created the amulet jewel * 

probably means here * boundaries separating the worlds’. 
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plentiful seed (power); the wise poets mount him (as one 
mounts a chariot); all worlds are his wheels (53,1); he (Kala) 
himself brought together the worlds and he himself went round 
(all) worlds together; being the father, he became the son of 
them (worlds); there is indeed no other brilliance that is higher 
(or beyond) him (53,4); in Time is mind, in Time is breath; 
in Time is placed name; all these beings are glad by time when 
it arrives (53.7); Time created beings; in the beginning Kala 
(created) Prajapati; the self-existent Kasyapa sprang from Kala 
and (so did) tnpas spring from Kala (53.10); Kala, the son, 
created past and the future, from Time arose the rk (verses) and 
the yajus (sacrificial formulas) were born from time (54. 3); 
this world and the highest world, holy worlds and holy vidhrtis 
having completely conquered these worlds by the brahman Time 
goes on (abides) as the highest god’ (54. 5). 

From these passages it appears that the word Kala was 
used even in very early Vedic times in two senses, visz. time in 
general (as in modern Sanskrit and modern Indian languages) 
and Time as identical with the Supreme Being or the source of 
creation. This latter sense, it will be shown a little later on, is 
also emphasized in many Sanskrit works (including the 
Puranas). 

In the Satapatha-brahmana the word Kala is often used in 
the sense of ‘ time * or‘proper time’^^^ e. g. ‘he ( Eudra angry 
because he was excluded from a share in offerings) flew up 
towards the north at the time when svistakrt offering was to be 
made’ (I. 7. 3. 3 ); Prajapati ( when cattle approached him) said 
* whenever you may get anything at the (proper ) time or at an 
improper time you may eat it ’ (II. 4. 2. 4 ). 

A few passages from some of the Upanisads regarded as 
ancient by most scholars may be cited here; the Chan. Up. II. ^ 
31.1 (while speaking of Vamadevya Saman and its parts) uses 
the word Kala as equal to ‘ end ’ or ‘ finish The Br. Up. L 2.4 

653. H 3?nm?r^rTTX^ ^ I m. I. 7 3 3 ; 

II. 13 1. 

I I l I. 2.4. ^ 

I i n. i. 20 and 21 ; ^ 

^ HRV srsn in \ ^ jnu in 1 e^r. 

IV. 12 and 13. 
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says “ He desired ‘ would that a second self of me were produced ’ 
... He bore him for a time as long as a year; after that long time 
he brought him forth In the dialogue between Gargya and 
king Ajatasatru in the same Upanisad Gargya put forward several 
objects which he reverenced ( updsana) as brahma when the king 
replied as to those cases in these words ‘ Prana ( breath) does not 
leave him before the time ’ and ‘ death does not come to him 
before time’. Here the word ‘Kala’ is used in the sense of 
^proper or appointed time’. In the passage of the Kausitaki Br. 
that corresponds to Br. Up. II. 1.10 and 12 the words are ‘neither 
he himself nor his progeny pass into unconsciousness before the 
time’ and ‘ neither he nor his progeny dies before.the time’. In 
some passages of the Svetasvatara Up. some thinkers are stated 
to have put forward Kala as the cause or source of creation e, g. 

‘ what is the cause ? Is it Brahma ? Whence are we born ? 
Whereby do we live ? On what are we established (or where 
are we going?)... Time or inherent nature or necessity or 
chance or elements or yoni (prakrti) or the person, it is to be 
considered ( whether one of these is cause)’; ‘ Some sages dis¬ 
course upon inherent nature (as the cause) while other deluded 
persons speak of Time ( as the cause).’ Here Kala is represented 
as the cause of creation, which is the 2nd meaning of the word 
Kala set out from the Atharvaveda. In another passage^ of 
the same Up. Kala is said to have been generated by Him who is 
intelligent and omniscient. The first meaning of Kala (time in 
general) is also found in Svetasvatara Up. ‘ He (God) is the 
beginning, the efficient cause of (all) combinations. He is 
beyond the three times and is also without parts . The Mandu- 
kyopanisad avers that Omkara is beyond the threefold time viz# 
past, present and future. 

The Maitri Upanisad^ has a long but somewhat rambling 
disquisition on time (VI. 14~16 ). It first says “Then it has been 

656 . {% ^ ^ 

1 . 1 - 2 ; 

I VI. 1. The of appears^ to refer 

to this last when it says (in I. 7 ) ‘ ^ 

657. 2; 

y ^e: « vi. 5; compare 

••• I 11% ^ nnr^sgff^ 

(Continued on next pa^e ) 
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said elsewhere ‘ Food is indeed the source of this whole world, 
and time of food; the Sun is the source of time *. Then a little 
later on it proceeds “ Thus one has said * From Time flow beings, 
from Time they reach growth, and in Time they come to dis¬ 
appear; Time is a form (i. e. has definite shape or limits) and 
is (also) formless”. Then it propounds ‘There are indeed two 
forms of brahma, Time and Timeless. That which is prior to 
the Sun is Timeless (form of Brahma ) and it is without parts. 
But that which begins with the Sun is Time that has parts; year 
is the form of the Time that has parts. All these beings are 
produced from the year, through the year these beings when 
born grow, and they disappear in the year. Therefore the year 
is Prajapati, is time, is food, is Brahma nest (or abode) and is 
Atman. And it has been said ‘ Time cooks ( ripens or digests) 
all beings in the Great Self; that man knows the (real import 
of) Veda who knows that in which Time is cooked”. Here the 
Maitri Up. speaks of Time in its two senses, contains the germ 
of the later conception of the experience of Time as due to the 
actions or movements of the Sun, and refers to Time in the same 
terms in which the Tai. Up. (III. 1) speaks of brahma. It is 
unnecessary to set out passages from other Upanisads such as 
the Mahanarayana (XI. 14 aham-eva kalo naham kalasya) 
where Kala is identified with God (Narayana 

The Mahabharata recurs to the theme of Kala time and 
again. In the Adiparva it is said ‘ Kala creates beings and 
Kala destroys people; Kala extinguishes Kala that is engaged in 
destroying people; Kala brings about good or evil states (or 
things); Kala reduces all people and again sends them forth; 
Kala is (the only one) awake when all are asleep (i. e. dead or 


( Continued from last page ) 
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liberated); for Kala is invincible*. The Striparva has the 
following * Kala cooks all beings and Kala destroys people; Kala 
is invincible*. The Santiparva^ in chapters 224 and 227 
contains a long disquisition on the formidable influence of Kala 
on all including gods like Indra. In the Santiparva it is 
asserted ‘ beyond the mind is the Great Intelligence and beyond 
the latter, is the Great Time; beyond Time is the adorable 
Visnu to whom belongs the whole worldIn another place the 
Santiparva, after detailing nineteen gums the last being dvandva^ 
yoga (pairs of opposites such as pleasure and pain), remarks that 
the 20th gumi beyond the nineteenth is Kala and that one 
should know these twenty to be the source and end of all beings. 
The Asvamedhika-parva describes (chap. 45) the wheel of Time 
in an elaborate metaphorical way (verses 1-9) and rem:)rks that 
the man who well knows the action of Kala and its sublation 
is never deluded and reaches the highest goal. In Yanaparva 
Krsna is identified with Brahma, Rudra, the Sun, the Moon, 
Dharma, Yama, Kala &c. Vide for further references Santiparva 
25. 5 ff, 224^225. 

In the Bhagavadgita the word kala is used in the sense of 
‘ time in general or proper time * in several passages (such as 
IV. 2, Vni. 7 and 27, VIII. 23, XVII. 20) and Kala is identified 
with Krsna as Supreme Lord in one of his super-eminent 
manifestations in X. 30 and 33 (I am Kala among those that 
seize and I am Kala that is imperishable) and XI. 32 (lam 
Kala, that has increased (in strength) and that brings about 
the destruction of the worlds). 

Panini employs the word kala in his sutras many times* 
but in the sense of time in general or the divisions of time or 
proper time. Patanjali on Panini HI. 3.167 ( Kalasamayavelasu 
tumun) quotes a half verse about Kala, which is the same as 
the one quoted above from the Mahabharata (in note 659) and 
which appears to have been cited by Patanjali as a well-known 
verse. In another place Patanjali while explaining Vartika 2 
on Panini (11. 2. 5) states a very important theory about Kala. 

206.13. ( = cr. ed, 199. 11). 31^ 

^ I i 320, i08-m9; ^ *4 

I WgTT 

^ %T: I qqqq 12. 21-22; X. 30 ( here the word 

qjH is derived from the root 10th conj. to compute, to grasp). 
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He says “ People speak of that as Eala whereby the increases 
(or growths) and decreases in solid bodies are observed and the 
same (time) is called day and night when conjoined with some 
activity. What is that activity ? (the reply is): the motion of 
the Sun. When that (motion of the Sun) is repeated again and 
again there is a month and a year’. This means that Kala 
does not exist except as a convenient name or word for the 
manner of measuring change or becoming in what we observe 
by comparing one series of changes with another. 

In the Manusmrti the Supreme Lord is said to have 
created time and its divisions (I. 24 Kalam kalavibhaktisca) 
and to have, after He produced the universe, disappeared in 
himself again and again, squeezing one period of time by means 
of another period (I. 51). 

Coming to the philosophical systems, it may be noted that 
the Sahkhya system does not include Kala as a separate tattva 
in its twenty-five tattvas. But Kala was not altogether 
forgotten in that system. The Sankhyakarika states that the 
karams are thirteen, three being abhyanktra (internal i. e. 
inside the body ) and ten being bahya ; the latter are concerned 
with the present, while the former are concerned with the three 
times (past, present and future). 

The Vaisesika-sutra treats ^ Kala as included in the nine 
dravyas (substances, I. 5) and states that the indications of the 

661, ^ n ft 
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existence of Kala are the apprehensions of a thing as po sterior 
or prior, the apprehension of simultaneity of certain things, the 
apprehension of a thing as lasting long or as being momentary, 
that it is nihja, one and the (efficient) cause of all things that 
are created. Prasastapada gives the instance of an old man 
and a young man being seen by a person in one place and 
direction or in different directions, who apprehends after looking 
at a young man that another man called old differs from a 
young man as regards a grown-up moustache or beard, wrinkles on 
the body and baldness and so apprehends that the old man is 
remote from the young man and therefore apprehends him as 
beyond (para) while he thinks of the young man as near, 
posterior and so apara. 

There were certain philosophers who held that Time is 
either past or future and denied that there is present time 
(vartamana). The Nyayasutra refutes this view and holds that 
time is either past, present or future (II. 1. 39-43). From 
Patanjali’s Mahabhasya it appears that even in his day 
there were philosophers that held that there was no time called 
present and that those people quoted certain verses in support. 

The Nyayamanjarl ^ of Jayantabhatta (K. S. S. 1936) has 
a long discussion on Kala. It first sets out the views of those 
who deny the very existence of Kala as a separate entity. These 
latter say that Kala is not perceptible like a jar &c. and that 

( Continued from last pa^e ) 
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the ideas of quickness or slowness depend merely on the observed 
effects. The same theorists raise the further objection that if 
Kala is a dravya (substance) that is all-pervading and per¬ 
manent, as the Vaisesikas assert, then how is it that Kala is 
spoken of as past, present and future. To these objections some 
reply: Kala is directly perceived, since it appears to the mind 
as distinguishing the various perceptions of effects, that the 
several experiences such as ‘ these matters happened simultan¬ 
eously, this happened after long, this happened quickly ’ cannot 
be perfectly explained if one denies the existence of Kala and 
holds that these experiences depend solely on the perceived 
objects or actions. Others hold that Kala is really inferred and 
not directly perceived. They argue: merely because Kala is not 
directly perceived it does not follow that it does not exist; to 
infer that Kala exists is proper as it is proper to infer that the 
other side of the moon exists though we see only that face of 
the moon that is below the earth; therefore Kala exists as a 
separate entity to which is due the common experience of simul¬ 
taneity, quickness or slowness &c. The differing observations 
about persons being young or old cannot be well explained with¬ 
out admitting the existence of Kala, which like Masa is one, 
all-pervading and permanent. To the objection how, if Kala is 
one, all pervading and nitya , it is spoken of as having three 
divisions, the reply is: in reality there are no divisions in Kala, 
but divisions are imagined in Kala on account of the upadhi 
( a limiting or restrictive adjunct) viz. kriya ( activity). When 
we speak of a man as cooking rice in the present ( odanam 
pacati ), that is due to the distinguishing nature of the result 
(boiled rice) which is brought about by several activities 
( kriyas ) beginning with the placing of the cooking pot on the 
fire up to its being taken down on the ground. Then we use the 
word ‘ present ’. But when we bear in mind the series of activi¬ 
ties that produced the boiled rice we use the expression * he 
cooked * (in the past tense) for the activities that have ended. 
In this way we speak of time also as past on account of the dis¬ 
tinguishing characteristic of the activities that have ended. 

It may be noted that Baghunatha on * Padartha-nirupana ’ 

(a work of Navyanyaya school) held the view that Space, Time 
• and God are all one and the same thing and not separate sub¬ 
stances. 


667. Vide Prof. Ingalls' ‘Materials for the study of Navyanyaya' 
(Harvard ) p. 38 n. 36. 
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In the Yogasutrabhasya on III. 51 there is a brief but very 
interesting and abstruse disquisition on Kala. The sutra runs^^^"* 
‘ by constraint (samyama) upon moments (ksana) and their 
sequence ( or succession) ( arises ) knowledge due to discrimina¬ 
tion’. The bhasya explains: just as an atom is substance or 
matter ( dravya) reaching the limit of minuteness, so a ksaya 
(moment) is time that reaches the highest limit of minuteness, or 
a ksana (moment) is time taken by an atom in leaving the posi¬ 
tion in space it occupies or the time taken in reaching the next 
point in space; krama (sequence) is the non-cessation of the 
flow of moments; moments and their succession do not form a 
collection (or combination ) of actual ( or perceptible) things. 
Muhurta (30th part of day and night), day and night and 
others are combinations made by the mind (or by mental con¬ 
ceptions ). This time, though devoid of being a real thing 
by itself, is indeed only a creation of mental conceptions and 
results from knowledge derived from words ( alone ) and appears 
as if it were an actual object to ordinary people whose doct¬ 
rines are divergent ( or confused). But ksana (moment) falling 
among (i. e. being mixed up with ) real perceptible things 
appears (to the human mind) as dependent on or constituting 
sequence ( or succession ). Krama ( sequence) is of the nature 
of uninterrupted succession. This sequence is called Kala by 
Yogins who know (the real nature of) time. For, two ksanas 
cannot exist together (simultaneouly). It is impossible that 
there should be a sequence of two moments that exist simultane¬ 
ously. When a later moment comes after an earlier one without 
interruption, that is called krama. In the present there is only 
one moment and there are no earlier and later moments in the 
present. Therefore there can be no combination of two moments 
(in reality ). But those moments that have passed away and 
those that are yet to come are to be interpreted or described as 
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connected with the (constant) flux of changes {in the world). 
Therefore the whole world experiences change in each single 
moment So all these (external) aspects of the world are de¬ 
pendent on one moment (in the present). 

This disquisition shows that the Yogasutra and its bhasya 
held that time was not a dranja and not a tangible reality, but 
that it was merely a word, a mental concept inseparable from 
the perception or experience of physical objects as a characteri¬ 
stic (visesana or upadhi), that it attaches itself to the changing 
realities, that we measure it according to the movements of or 
changes in things and that it was not merely like a hare’s horn, 

I have confined myself to Sanskrit works and particularly 
to works of the Vedic school type.'^^ Buddhist and Jaina 
thinkers had to say a good deal on Kala. For example, the 
Pramana^^-vartika-bhasya or Vartikalahkara of Prajnakara- 
gupta (about 700 A. D.) combats the view of the Vaisesikasutra 
and Prasastapada (quoted above ) and holds that there is no 
separate entity like Kala, that it is not possible to have the ideas 
of distant time and near time if Kala be without beginning and 
be endless, that the ideas of being distant or near or quick are not 
distinct from the activities about which they are predicated. 
This Buddhist view practically amounts to saying that time is 
not a thing, but only an idea, only a subjective condition of 
human sensorial experiences and intuitions and is non-existent 
in itself, apart from the subject. On the other hand Jaina 
writers hold that there are six padarthas viz. jiva, dharma, 
adharma, akasa, pud(jala and kala i. e. Time has separate 
existence. 


668 . It is surprising that in the two volumes of * the History of philo¬ 
sophy, Eastern and Western, * published under the auspices of the Govt, of 
India ( London, 1952 ), and compiled by an Editorial Board presided over 
by such a world-famous philosopher as Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, not a word is 
said about the conception of Time in the Vedic Literature and in the 
Vaisesika and other systems and only a meagre account is given of the 
Buddhist and Jain ideas on the subject (vol I. pp. 159, 175-76 and p. 144). 
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Some of the Puranas contain disquisitions on Kala. The 
nature of Time is described in the Kurmapurana as follows: 
This adorable Kala is without beginning and without end, it 
is ageless and immortal; it is a great Lord because it is all-em¬ 
bracing, it is independent and is the self of all; there may be 
many Brahmas, Rudras and Narayanas and other gods. It is 
declared that the divine Lord is one and is omniscient and is 
Kala; they (the gods ) are created by Kala, which again swa¬ 
llows (or makes them disappear); the gods Brahma, Narayana 
and Isa ( Siva ) are said to undergo prakrta disappearance by 
the power of Kala and also spring again therefrom as highest 
Brahma, the elements, Vasudeva and Sankara. Therefore the 
whole world has its soul in Kala. He alone is the highest Lord.’ 
The Visnudharmottara^^^ has a similar long disquisition on 
Kala the gist of a few verses of which may be set out here ‘ Kala 
is without beginning and without end, it is Rudra that seizes 
all (or it is Sahkarsana ); it is called Kala because it carries off 
or drives all beings. Kala is great and the highest Lord, because 
it is beginningless and endless; it is more subtile than the wink¬ 
ing of one’s eye, very much more subtile than the subtilest. 
Its‘subtileness cannot be understood even by Yogins. When 
a thousand lotus leaves are pierced by a needle ignorant people 
think that the piercing of all leaves is at the same time, but 
really the leaves are pierced at separate units of time. This is 
the subtileness of Kala. But though Kala is very very subtile, 
it is also great and measurement of it can be computed because 
of the motions of planets.* The Vayu and Kurma both say 
* Time creates beings and again destroys them; all are under 
the rule of Time, while Time is not under the dominance of 

671. 
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any one. ’ The Visnupurana^^^ holds that Brahma which is one, 
unborn, permanent, ageless appears in the form of Kala, which 
is without beginning or end. The Bhagavatapurapa also regards 
Kala as inferred in regard to its minuteness and its grossness is 
all-pervading, and holds that it is supposed to have units from 
the subtlest ( atom) to the highest. 

Among astronomical works the Suryasiddhanta states 
‘Kala is the destroyer of worlds; another (kind of time) is of the 
nature of calculation; Kala is of two kinds, gross and subtile, 
which are also called murta (physically apprehensible) and 
amurfa ( not so apprehended); (the divisions of) time called 
prana ( respiration) and the like are murta, while truU and the 
like are amurta* The Caraka-saihhita^^^ includes Kala among 
nine dravyas and holds that it is acetana ( non-sentient). Thus 
it agrees with the Vaisesika view. In the Susrutasamhita it is 
declared ‘ Kala is indeed self-existent, without beginning, middle 
or end; the poverty or richness of substances that have (one or 
more of the six) flavours (rasas) and the life and death of human 
beings are dependent on Kala. It is called Kala because it does 
not remain sticking to even the smallest division or because it 
heaps together (beings by leading beings to death) or drives 
them together. Of that adorable Kala which assumes the 
character of year, the divine Sun produces by his special move¬ 
ments the divisions called twinkling of the eye, kastha &c. 
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Similarly, philosophical grammarians like Bhartrhari^^ (author 
of the Vakyapadiya) holds that Kala is a substance (dravya), 
all-pervading and permanent apart from activities, that it is the 
efficient cause of all created things, that it is divided into years, 
seasons &c. on account of the different activities, just as the 
same man may be called a carpenter or a blacksmith &c. (on 
account of his different activities). For reasons of space it is 
not advisable to pursue the subject of the nature of time from 
other Sanskrit works of medieval and modern times. For those 
who desire to make a further study of this subject I would 
recommend the ‘ Kalasiddhanta-darsini ’ composed and published 
by Shri Haranchandra Bhattacarya of Calcutta in 1941, which 
exhaustively deals with the philosophical conceptions about 
Kala held by different sects, schools and Sanskrit writers. 

There is a great temptation to compare Indian ancient and 
medieval conceptions about Time arrived at more than a thousand 
years ago with similar or corresponding conceptions on the same 
subject in modern Western philosophical works such as Kant’s 
‘ Critique of pure reason Prof. S. Alexander’s ‘ Space, Time and 
Deity ’ (1927, London, two volumes), ‘Time and Western Man’ 
by Wyndham Lewis (London, 1927 ), Pierre Burgelin’s ‘ L ’ 
Homme et Le Temps’ (1945), Bergson’s ‘Time and Freewill’, 
S. G. F. Brandon’s ‘Time and Mankind’ (1953). But as this 
volume has already grown to large proportions, comparisons 
with Western philosophical views have to be given up. 

From very ancient times minute divisions of time have 
been mentioned. The Vaj. S. states‘that all winkings of the 
eye (and similar units of time) were produced from the (supreme)* 
Person that is brilliant (like lightning)’. This half verse occurs 
in the Mahanarayana Upanisad also. It is stated in the Br. Up.^^ 
that under the dominion of this imperishable brahma the Sun 
and the Moon are held apart, as also nimesas^ muhurtaSj days, 
and nights, half months, months, seasons, and years stand apart 

677. ^ triwM fSiVTOWt* 
verses 1,3, 32. 
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The Mahanarayana Upanisad ’ (I. 8-9 ) mentions as units of 
time * Nimesas, Kala, muhurta, kastha, ahoratra, half months, 
months, rtus, year.’ Manu I. 64 provides that 18 nimesas are 
equal to kastha, 30 kasthas to kala, 30 kalas to muhurta, 
30 muhurtas are equal to one day and night. Early and very 
exhaustive enumeration of the several units of time from subtlest 
to the highest are contained in Brhat-sarhhita of Yaraha and 
in the bhasya of Prasastapada on Vaisesikasutra^®^ viz. ‘Kala 
is the cause of the popular usage about the units being 
ksana^ lam^ nimesas^ kaspia^ kala^ muhurta, yama (prahara or 
fth of a day), ahoratra (day and night), ardhamasa (half month), 
masa (month), rtu ( season), ayana, sarhvatsara (year), yuga, 
manvantara, kalpa, pralaya and mahapralaya. The Puranas also 
dilate upon the units of time from nimesa to pralaya or kalpa. 
Vide Brahma 231. 6“12, Kurma I 5.6-14, Padma V. 3.4-20, Vayu 
57.6-35. Nimesa (lit. winking of the eye) is defined by the Vayu 
and Visnudharmottara as the time required for pronouncing a short 
letter and the latter adds that a smaller unit than it cannot be 
(physically ) apprehended. There is great divergence of views 
about the number and names of the minute units of time and 
their mutual relations. A few examples alone can be cited. 
Manu (1.64) furnishes the following table : 18 nimesas=kastha, 
30 kasthas = kala, 30 kalas = muhurta, 30 muhurtas = ahoratra 
(day and night). The Arthasastra ^ of Kautilya provides: 

2 trutas (i ?) = lava, 2 lavas = nimesa, five nimesas = kastha, 30 
kasthas = kala, 40 kalas = nadika, 2 nadikas = muhurta, 30 
muhurtas = ahoratra. Some of the puranas contain the same ^ 
verse on the names and relations of small units of time viz. 


^ I on II. 2, 6 

p. 27 (Kashi S.^series, 1923); ^ iRlST 
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15 nimesas = kastha, 30 kasthas = kala, 40 kalas = nadika, 
3 nadikas = muhurta, 30 muhurtas = day and night together. 
It should be noticed that here the relation of nimesas to kasthS 
is different from that in Manu and Kautilya The Arthasastra^ 
of Kautilya does not stand alone in speaking of truta {?i) as the 
smallest unit of time. The Suryasinddhanta (quoted above) 
provides that truti is the smallest unit of time, that it is amurta 
(not apprehended physically ), that the prana is the first murta 
(physically apprehended) unit of time, that 6 pranas are equal 
to a vinadi, that 60 vinadis are equal to a nadika, 60 nadis are 
equal to an ahoratra. Utpala on Br. S. quotes verses from 
Paulisa^siddhanta and Brahmasphuta-siddhanta to the effect that 
six pranas are equal to a vinadika, 60 vinadikas are equal to a 
nadika or ghatika and 60 ghatikas are equal to a day (i. e. 
ahoratra ). A smrti quoted in the Tithitattva states that two 
trutis make a lava, 3 lavas make a nimesa, so that truti is equal 
to ith of nimesa. Hemadri on Kala (p. 7 ) quotes a verse that 
truti is equal to two nimesas and 10 trutis are equal to prana. 
The Amarakosa follows Manu as to eighteen nimesas being 
equal to kastha, but it introduces a unit called between 

kala and muhurta, so that its scheme is: 18 nimesas = kastha, 
30 kasthas = kala, 30 kalas = ksana, 13 ksanas = muhurta, 
30 muhurtas = ahoratra. The Bhagavata-purana (III. 11. 3-10) 
puts forward a far more elaborate scheme: two atoms (of 
Time) = anu, 3 anus = trasarenu, 3 trasarenus = truti, 100 
trutis = vedha, 3 vedhas = lava, 3 lavas = nimesa, 3 nimesas = 
ksana, 5 ksanas = kastha, 15 kasthas = laghu, 15 laghus = 
nadika, 3 nadikas = muhurta, 30 muhurtas = ahoratra. In the 
Atharvana-jyotisa the table is: 13 nimesas=lava, 30lavas=kala, 
30 kalas = truti, 30 trutis = muhurta. This agrees with none. 
Further units of time from ahoratra to pralaya will be dwelt upon 
a little later. 

Before proceeding further clarification is required on certain 
points. At least several centuries before Clirist Jyotisa had 
attained the position of being one of the six ahgas (auxiliary 
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studies) of the Veda. The Mundakopanisad states that the 
apara vidya (inferior exoteric knowledge) comprises Rgveda, 
Yajurveda, Samaveda, Atharvaveda, Slksa (Phoneties), Kalpa 
( ritual texts), Vyakarana (grammar), Nirukta ( Etymology), 
Chandas (metrics) and Jyotisa (astronomy and mathematics). 
The Apastamba-dharmasutra enumerates the same six ahgas of 
the Veda. In the Paniniya Siksa ^ the science of the move¬ 
ments of heavenly bodies is said to be the eye of the Veda. The 
Jyotisa which is Vedahga (of the Ilgveda and Yajurveda) was 
concerned with purely astronomical matters. In the Vedahga-- 
Jyotisa it is remarked : ‘ the Vedas arose- for the purpose of 
(use in) sacrifices; sacrifices are enjoined according to the order 
of times; therefore he who knows Jyotisa which is the science 
laying down the (proper) times knows sacrifices. Just as a tuft 
of hair stands on the head of peacocks or a jewel (in the heads) 
of cobras, so ganita (astronomical calculations) stand at the head 
of all the sciences that are (spoken of as) Vedahgas This shows 
that the words Jyotisa and gariita are used as synonyms in 
the Vedahga-jyotisa. The Vrddha-vasisthasiddhanta (Benares S. 
Series) says ‘ this sastra is indeed the eye of the Veda; therefore, 
among the ahgas (limbs, subsidiary lores of Veda) it has got pre¬ 
eminence; a man endowed with all other limbs and therefore 
appearing to be perfect is worth nothing, if he is devoid of eyes.* 
Gradually, however, Jyotisa came to include three distinct bran¬ 
ches (skandhas) viz. the determination of the motions of planets 
by means of calculations which was called Tantra, the second 
called hora that deals with horoscopes and (was also called jataka) 
and the third called Sakha which was an extensive branch and 
included many topics of divination which are summarised 
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in Br. S. chap, II. A work embodying complete presentation 
of the three branches was called samhita ^ and he who well 
knew the three branches, viz. Ganita, Hora and Sakha was 
called, as Garga says, ‘ Sarhhitaparaga * (master of samhita), 
Varahamihira^^ himself tells us in the Brhaj-jataka, that, for 
the benefit of astrologers, he compiled a comprehensive work on 
Jyotisa in its three branches. The word Samhita appears to 
have been used in two senses, the first^^ (a wider sense) referring 
to a complete presentation of Ganita, Hora and Sakha, while the 
second ( a narrower sense ) refers only to the Sakha part. Why 
the third branch was called Sakha is not satisfactorily explain¬ 
ed anywhere. It was so called probably because it had to deal 
with numerous circumstances, such as the fruits of the simple 
and retrograde movements of planets; the movements of 
Agastya (Canopus) and saptarsis (Ursa Major), the conjunc¬ 
tions and oppositions of planets, haloes, meteors, earthquakes, 
lore about the movements and cries of birds, nirajana, removal 
of the evil effects of utpotas. In this sense samhita was what is 
called natural astrology. Hora again had three sub-sections, viz. 
jataka or janma (judicial astrology, predictions from the situa¬ 
tions of the zodiacal signs and planets at a person’s birth), 
YatrS or Yatrika ( Brhaj-jataka 28.4-5) that dealt with progno¬ 
stications on starting on a journey or on a king’s marching 
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against an enemy derived from the tithi, naksatra, the week-day? 
the muhurta, the moon’s position, dreams, throbbing of limbs, 
the cries of birds, and rivaha i. e. examining the horoscopes of 
the parties to a marriage ( called Vivahakala or Vivahapatala), 

The usual practice of the Grhyasutras and Dharmasastra 
works was to take their astronomical requirements and know^ 
ledge from astronomers. The Gobhila-grhyasutra^^^ provides:‘the 
work on this point is separate; one should study it or should 
obtain information about (the exact time of) the par van (New 
moon and Full moon) from those who know it.’ The astronomical 
knowledge of ancient and medieval India has been a subject 
riddled with acute controversies. Somewhat reluctantly I have 
come to the conclusion that discussions about the theories and 
practice of astronomy in ancient and medieval India should be 
omitted from the History of Dharmasastra. An adequate treat¬ 
ment of ancient and medieval Indian astronomy and dis¬ 
cussion of the theories advanced by Western scholars (some of 
them quite unwarranted) would require a large volume by itself. 
Here and there I may have to refer to pure astronomical matters 
for certain purposes. But the two other branches of Jyotisa, 
viz. Hora (astrology) and Sakha have exerted a vast influence 
on Dharmasastra and will have to be discussed within limits. 
Though Dharmasastra writers took their astronomy from astro¬ 
nomers, they did not hold that astronomers had the last word, 
but they rather held that if there was some conflict or contra^ 
diction between strict astronomical theory and Dharmasastra, 
the latter was to prevail An example may be cited for illu¬ 
strating this: Suppose that a man has resolved to undertake 
‘ ekabhakta-vrata ’ on 7th tithi. The sahkalpa for a vrata is as 
a general rule to be made in the morning. Suppose that 7th is 
mixed with 6th and 8th tithis and that 7th commences about 
10 A. M. on a certain week-day; then according to Yugmavakya 
(vide p. 75 note 191 above) 7th mixed with 6th is to be preferred 
for the vrata and the sahkalpa would have to be repeated in the 
morning when according to correct astronomical calculation the 
tithi might be only the 6th at that time. Devala declares that a 
tithi is, for the purposes of religious bath, gifts and vratas, to be 
regarded as covering the whole day if the Sun sets during the 
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periodof that tithi. Vide Krtyaratnakara p. 299 and Smrti- 
kaustubha ( on tithi p. 12 ) for other examples. 

About Astronomy and Astrology as developed in India 
Western scholars such as Weber, Whitney, Thibaut have pro¬ 
pounded many sweeping and unwarranted theories based on 
flimsy data. Here and there I may have to refer to them. But 
I must say in one place how and why their conclusions are 
often unacceptable. In the first place, they do not attach 
due importance to the fact that a vast literature in Sanskrit 
has perished beyond recovery (as it is admitted was the 
casein Greece after Ptolemy composed his Almagestand 
what we now have is a mere fraction of what once existed. 
In the second place, they forget or ignore that much of the 
literature that survives is religious and not intended to be a 
historical and full treatment of any topic i. e. most of the 
references to astronomical matters found in the Vedas and 
Brahmanas are not made of set purpose but are incidental or 
casual. They hardly seem to be aware of the rule of caution 
and common sense that in ancient literature what is expressly 
stated may be used for drawing inferences, but the non-mention 
of certain matters cannot necessarily be a valid reason for arriv¬ 
ing at the conclusion of non-existence, unless the subject matter 
was such that if something connected with it existed it should 
ordinarily have been mentioned. Further, and most important 
of all, mere similarities in institutions, usages and other matters 
should not be regarded as evidence of borrowing by one people 
from another people. Human mind is the same everywhere, its 
environment and the needs of human beings are often the same 
and no people, ancient or modern, can be regarded as having 
had the monopoly of great intellectual powers. Most of those 
who wrote on Indian literature and subjects in the 19th century 
were nurtured on the literature of the Greeks and Romans and 
on the vaunted superiority of the ancient Greeks in Philosophy, 
Mathematics, arts and other matters and of Egypt. But as 
ancient cuneiform tablets in Babylonia and the Middle East 
countries came to be deciphered, things began to be seen in 
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proper perspective. Modern scholars have, it is refreshing to 
note, outgrown the stage when all arts were traced to Greek (see 
‘Sumerians’by Sir Leonard Woolley, 1928 p. 193, Glanville in 
‘Legacy of Egypt’ p. 160 for the debt the Greeks owed to 
Egypt). Sir Thomas Heath was obliged to admit that the debt 
of the Greeks to the Babylonians was much greater than had 
been imagined.^^ Sarton in ‘a History of Science’ (London, 1953) 
has to say that it is childish to assume that science began in 
Greek (Preface p. IX). It has been found that the Greeks were 
inferior to the Babylonians in several respects, that their vaunted 
geometric lore was not as great intellectually as supposed, that 
out of 200 propositions in Euclid’s twelve books only about 
a dozen are necessary as a preparation for modern mathematics 
and that the Greeks much developed geometry because they 
could not easily employ ordinary arithmetical methods owing to 
their dependence on the abacua^^ It was further found that the 
sexagesimal system of degrees, minutes and seconds used by 
Ptolemy was of Babylonian origin and according to Herodotus 
(11.109) the Greeks derived two kinds of Sun-dials and the 
division of the day into 12 parts from the Babylonians.^^ At 
present such nations as England, France, Germany, U. S. S. B. 
and U. S. A. are the foremost nations in Science, Technology 
and Industry but they clung for about 1400 years to the Alma¬ 
gest of Ptolemy as their astronomical Bible, were ignorant of 
the decimal place value system and the use of a sign for zero till 
the so-called ‘Arabic numerals’ (borrowed from India) were 


694. Vide * Greek Astronomy * (1932) by Sir Thomas L. Heath 
Intro, p. UV. In * Children of the Sun ’ by W. J. Perry ( first published in 
1923 ) on p. 428 (chap. 26) the author, after discussing the possible origin of 
the archaic civilization ot North America, China and India, had the hardi¬ 
hood to say that no good reason could be found for believing that it 
developed in any of those areas... and that it is in Egypt that the archaic 
civilization came into being, though he generously concedes that every 
element was not necessarily invented by the Egyptians, but he holds that it 
took shape in Egypt and was propagated thence. 

695. Vide Prof. L. Hogben in his paper on 'Mathematics in Antiquity* 
in 'Antiquity* vo). 9, pp. 193-194 and Cajori's 'HistoryofElementaryMathe- 
matics *( London, 1896) p. 39 for the difficulties of using the abacus for 
division. 

696. See Heath, ibid. Intro p. XVII, about the sexagesimal system, 
sun-dials and twelve parts of the day, Cajori in 'History of Elementary 
Mathematics' pp. 28, 84 about Greece borrowing Babylonian sexagesimal 
system and Sarton in JAOS, vol. 75 No. 3 at p. 168. 
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introduced into Europe.^^ The intolerance of ignorant and 
bigoted priests in Europe went so far as to condemn Galileo, one 
of the greatest intellects in mechanics and astronomy, to per¬ 
petual imprisonment at the age of 70 for no greater offence than 
holding fast to the Copernican theory. Hardly any parallel to 
such an attempt to suppress honest difference of opinion as 
regards heavenly bodies can be found in any non-European 
country claiming to have a civilization. 

There are controversies about the relation of astronomy and 
astrology. The marvellous spectacle of the sky at night con¬ 
taining thousands of stars of different brightness all apparently 
in motion"round the earth, the Sun’s annual northward and south¬ 
ward passage in the sky, Full Moon and its disappearance for 
one day and its phases, eclipses of the Sun and the Moon, 
comets and falling stars—all these must have struck even the 
most primitive men with wonder and also with fear and fore¬ 
bodings. In course of time arose astronomy and astrology. In 
ancient times both words had the same meaning. The Cambridge 
Ancient History (1925, vol. IH. pp. 238-239) holds that the 
whole science of astronomy is due to astrology. On the other 
hand Prof. Neugebauer and Mr. Peter Doig see no evidence for 
this theory.^9® In my humble opinion if we restrict ourselves 
to existing literatures of different peoples and eschew mere con¬ 
jectures and speculation, both astronomy and astrology are 
equally ancient and must have acted and reacted on one another 
in very ancient times. In the following pages some evidence 
will be given from Vedic literature of the simultaneous cultiva¬ 
tion in India of both astronomy and astrology (particularly 
natural). To a modern scientist, the lucubrations of astrologers 
in their available works appear to be sheer nonsense. But the 
fundamental principle assumed by astrology that heavenly bodies 

697, Vide * Arabic thought and its place in world History' by De Lacy 
0 Leary (London, 1922) pp. 108-109 for an Indian bringing to Baghdad a 
treatise on Arithmetic and Astronomy and for the introduction of Indian 
numerals and their being passed on as Arabic numerals; also * a history of 
Elementary Mathematics * by Dr, Cajori (pp. 11-13) for the discovery of the 
principle of position by the Hindus, the invention and adoption of the *wo 
and for the introduction of the Hindu notation in Europe in the 12th 
century by the Arabs. Vide Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. IX p. 119 
for the statement that ‘ Sindhind * (i. e. Siddhanta ) was translated into 
Arabic in the reign of Mansur (754-775 A. D.). 

698. Vide 'Exact Sciences in Antiquity' (1951) p. 161 by Prof. Neuge- 
bauer and * Concise history of Astronomy * by Mr. Peter Doig {London, 
1950) p. 2. 
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exert predictable influence on terrestrial things and persons is 
not different from the principles of astronomy or meteorology 
whereby one can predict tides, eclipses, storms, torrential rains, 
and the like which affect the world and human beings. 

Whether the stars and planets exert some influence on 
earthly things is not the real question. Probably they do, but 
the really important question is whether astrological works and 
astrologers have discovered correct methods and reached correct 
knowledge about the influence of planets on the human mind 
and on the day-today activities of human beings. 

The astronomical and astrological literature in Sanskrit 
falls into three slightly overlapping periods. The first period is 
that of the Vedic Sarhhitas and the Brahmanas from the mists 
of antiquity to about 800 B. C. The second is represented by 
the Vedahgajyotisa, the Srauta, Grhya and Dharmasutras, Manu 
and Yajhavalkya, Garga and Jain works like the Suryaprajnapti 
and ended about the 3rd century A. D. The third period begins 
at the commencement ®f the Christian era and is represented by 
the works called Siddhanta and gave rise to the works of Arya¬ 
bhata (born 476 A. D.), of Varahamihira (about 475 to 550 
A. D.), Brahmagupta ( born in 598 A. D.) and so on. Those 
who want to make a deep study of the History of Hindu Astro¬ 
nomy should carefully read the work in Marathi written by 
Shankar Balkrishna Dixit in 1896 ( 2nd edition in 1931 by 
his son). Even Thibaut who is generally chary of praising 
any Indian achievement in astronomy was constrained to 
observe that Dikshit s work is the richest source of Indian astro¬ 
nomical material and that his treatment from Brahmagupta 
onwards is particularly detailed (Grundriss, p. 3 ). Dikshit held 
that the scientific system of Indian astronomy is essentially 
independent and rests on Indian observations. In my humble 
opinion this view is far sounder than the view that the scienti- 
c astronomy of India was derived from or was greatly influen¬ 
ced by Greek astronomy. I have decided (as stated above p. 480) 
not to enter into detailed discussions about astronomical matters. 

herefore, I shall rest content with mentioning eome of the 
important works and contributions that should be studied by 
those desirous of intimate knowledge of the History of Indian 
stronomy. Davis on ‘Astronomical computations of the Hindus’ 
in Asiatic Researches, vol. III. pp. 209-277; Bentley’s * Histo¬ 
rical view of Hindu Astronomy * in Asiatic Researches, vol. VI. 
pp. 537-588; Colebrookes Miscellaneous Essays (1837) vol. 
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pp. 321-373 (on Hindu and Arabic divisions of the Zodiac ), 
pp. 374-416 ( on equinoxes ), pp. 417-450 ( on Hindu Algebra ); 
Warren’s ‘ Kala-sankalita ( deals with South Indian astronomi¬ 
cal calculations and calendars ); ‘ Indian Metrology * by J. B- 
Jervis; Kern’s Introduction to his edition of the Brhat-sarhhita; 
the Suryasiddhanta translated by Burgess and Whitney and 
with notes by Whitney and a reply by Burgess in JAOS^ 
vol. VI pp. 141-498 and Whitney’s criticism of the views of 
Biot, Weber and Max Muller in JAOS vol VIII pp. 1-94; the 
Pancasiddhantika of Varahamihira edited by Dr. G. Thibaut and 
Pandit Mahamahopadhyaya Sudhakar Dvivedi with text (from 
two Mss.) and amended text with Sanskrit Commentary by the 
Pandit and translation by Thibaut (1889, reprint in 1930 by 
Motilal Banarsidas); Prof. Weber’s ‘Tiber den Vedakalendar, 
Namens Jyotisham * ( Berlin, 1862 ), Max Muller’s Introduction 
to the 4th volume (of his four volume edition of the Rgveda) 
particularly pp. XXXVIII-LXVI; notes of Burgess on Hindu 
Astronomy in JRAS for 1893 pp. 717-761; B. G. Tilak’s ‘ Orion ’ 
and ‘ Arctic Home in the Vedas Thibaut on the Babylonian 
origin of the lunar Zodiac of the Hindus, Arabs and Chinese in 
JASB (1894, Part I pp. 744-63, refutes the theory of that origin); 
S. B. Dikshit’s ‘ History of Indian Astronomy ’ (in Marathi); 
Thibaut on ‘Indian Astronomy, Astrology and Mathematics* in 
the Encyclopaedia of Indo-Aryan Research (referred to in this 
book as Grundriss ), Alberuni’s ‘India’ translated by Dr. Sachau; 
I. A. vol XXIII pp. 154-159 (Jacobi on date of Bgveda), pp. 
238-249 (Biihler on Jacobi and Tilak’s Orion), I, A. vol 24 
pp. 85-100 ( Thibaut on the antiquity of the Vedic civilization ); 
Memoir No. 18 of the Archaeological Survey of India on Hindu 
Astronomy by G. R. Kaye (1924 ); Indian Historical Quarterly, 
Vol. IV for 1928 pp. 68-77, Indian Historical Quarterly vol V 
pp. 479-512 on ‘Scope and development of Ganita’; C. O* 
S. Menon’s ‘Ancient Astronomy and Cosmogony’ (1931); ‘History 
of Hindu Mathematics’ by B. Datta and A. N. Singh; Dr. K L. 
Daftari’s ‘ Bharatiya-jyotih-sastra-niriksana ’ ( Nagpur, 1929 ) 
in Marathi; Prof. P. C. Sen-Gupta’s paper ‘Aryabhata, the 
father of Indian Epicyclic Astronomy ’ (in the Journal of the 
Department of Letters, Calcutta University, vol XVIII pp. 1-56, 
a scholarly piece of work); Dr. Mrs. Bina Chatterjee’s paper on 
‘ motion of the Sun, Moon, and five planets as found in Ptolemy 
and Hindu Astronomical works’ (a learned, systematic and 
balanced piece of work ) in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal Science, part I vol XV, 1949 pp. 41-89. 



CHAPTER XV 

Units of Kala 

We shall now turn to the units of time from yiiga back¬ 
wards to muhurta, leaving aside Manvantara^ Kalpa and Pralaya 
for the moment. 

The word * yuga’ occurs at least 33 times in the Rgveda and 
appears to have been used in several senses. Vide H. of Dh. vol. 
III. p. 886-890. Two senses stand out as prominent, viz. a short 
period or a very long period. For the first sense we may cite 
Pg. 1.158. 6 (‘Dirghatamas, the son of Mamata, became old in 
the 10th Yuga, he became brahma high priest and leader of the 
waters flowing to their goal’.^^ Here yuga cannot mean a period 
of more than ten years and probably means a period of five 
years; in Rg.III. 26.3 we read ‘like a neighing horse by its mother, 
Vaisvanara (Agni) is kindled by the Kusikas in each yuga’; vide 
ltg.lll.55.18.™® In the Vedangajyotisa^®^ (verses 1 and 5 ) yuga 
is said to comprise five years. There is nothing to prevent us from 
taking this sense in the two passages cited from the Bgveda, 
In Bg. III. 55.18 it is possible to recognize a recondite refer¬ 
ence to five year units of time each divided into six seasons. In 
the Rgveda samvatsara means a year in several passages such 
as I. no. 4, 1.140. 2, 1.161.13, 1.164. 44, VII. 103.1, 7, 9, X 
190. 2. In Rg. X. 87.17 we have the derivative form ‘Saihvat- 
sarina’^^ from samvatsara ‘O Agni that observest what men do I 
May the demon possessing magic devices not partake of the 
cow’s milk that springs after a year’. In Rg. X. 62. 2 we have 

699, ^ I amnS ar^r ^ 

=1?. I. 158.6 ; 3T«aff ^ I ^ HI* 26. 3; 

explains ‘ J as Vide IV. 24flF for the story of 

700. I 

n m. 55 . is. Here refers to Indra and the 2nd 

half means * groups of five years bring him in six ways * i. e. groups of fiv® 
years ) each divided into six seasons 

^ 701. I verse 1; 

H ibid, verse 5. 

702. trv TRTvnrRrRV i X. 87. 17. 

VIH. 3. 17). Probably there is double entendre here, one meaning 
being ' May no magician prevent us from having all cows ' milk that would 
be ours for a year (after the cow is calved)’; the other is *may not a demon 

{Continued on next page ) 



Rgveda meaning of yuga 


487 


the word parivatsara * those ancestors that shattered Vala by 
righteousness and forced out the wealth consisting of cows* and 
in Rg. VII. 103, 8 the word * parivatsarina Sarhvatsara and 
Parivatsara are two of the five names bestowed on the five years 
of a yuga in the other samhitas. Just as the word yuga was 
used in several senses even in the Rgveda it is quite possible 
that the words ‘saihvatsara’ and ‘parivatsara’ meant simply year 
and also successive years of a cycle of five years. In the Tai. S. 
(V. 5. 7.1~3 ) namaskara (salutation) is offered to Rudra with 
Sarhvatsara, to his bow towards the right with Parivatsara, to 
his bow behind with Idavatsara, to the bow towards the north 
with Iduvatsara and to the bow above with Vatsara. The Vaj. 
S. ( 27. 45 ) names these five separately with Idavatsara in place 
of Iduvatsara; similarly, in Atharva VI. 55.3 salutation is offered 
to Idavatsara, Parivatsara and Sam vatsara. In Tai. Br. (I. 4. 
10.1 ) Agni, Aditya, Candramas and Vayu are identified with 

Sarhvatsara, Parivatsara, Idavatsara and Anuvatsara and it 
should be noticed that the four names of years are brought in 
close relation to the four caturmasyas, viz. Vaisvadeva, Varuna- 
praghasa, Sakamedha and Sunasiriya. Thus even in the Sarhhi- 
tas names (generally five) are mentioned in a certain fixed 
order. There is no reason why this should be so unless they 
formed a fixed series in a cycle. Thibaut in his Gnindriss (p. 9) 
hammers on the fact that sometimes only two or three or four 
out of the five are mentioned and argues (rather obstinately ) 
that knowledge of the five year yuga cannot be assumed for the 
Vedic times. It should be noted that Kautilya speaks of the 
yuga of five saihvatsaras and of the insertion of two intercalary 
months, one at the end of 2J years and the other at the end of 
five years. 


( Continued from last page ) 

hold up the water that falls down after a year means a cow and may 

also mean a cloud. Vide III. 55. 13 where a cloud is referred to as cow 
or its udder, {V. 1. 91-92) has two sutras to explain and 


Wf. I. 4.10.1-3. 

^ BWTiii n* chap, 20 p* 109. 
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The Mahabharata knows of the yuga of five years (in 
Sabhaparva 11. 38 ). The Pitamahasiddhanta, which is not 
extant now, stated, according to the Pancasiddhantika of 
Varahamihira, that yuga means five years of the Sun and 
the Moon and that an intercalary month was added after thirty 
months. 

The next question is : what was the extent of the year in the 
Vedic age. Some Rk. verses may be cited in this connection. 
‘ The wheel of rta has twelve spokes; it revolves round the 
heavens; it does never wear out. O Agni! in this ( wheel) seven 
hundred and twenty sons in pairs abide. Some say that the 
father (Sun) who sends down water has five feet and twelve 
forms and remains endowed with fulness in the distant half (part) 
of heavens while others say that he (the Sun ), the all-seeing, is 
placed in a lower (place ) that has seven wheels and six spokes; 
all the worlds abide in the revolving wheel with five spokes; one 
wheel and twelve rims (of the wheel) and three naves-who is 
there that knew these (thoroughly); in that (wheel i. e. year) 
are placed together three hundred and sixty very unstable nails’ 
( Pg. I. 164. 11-13 and 48 ). In these passages the sage poses a 
riddle or puzzle in very metaphorical and mystic language about 
a year divided into three, five or six seasons, twelve months, 
360 days and 720 days and nights (when calculated separately). 
It is possible to hold that the wheel of rta means the zodiacal belt 


I KUT 11. 37-38. 

706. \ 

g H XU. I. Acc. to the employed sake 2 

( 80 A.D.) as its epoch i. e. a new yuga began with ^ka year 2 ( elapsed ). It 
is therefore probable that it was composed about 80 A.D. 

707. ^ rTSTTpr rflu tin I 3TT 3=rw ^ 

.^ 

3fT^smT: ^ I. 164, 11, 12. 13, 48. The whole hymn Rg. 

I. 164 is full of riddles. In Rg. I. 164. 2 it is said that seven horses are 
yoked to a chariot (the Sun ) that has only one wheel but three naves. The 
wheel means the year, three naves would be three seasons, summer, rains, 
winter. The wheel is also said in verses 12 and 13 to have six spokes or 
five spokes; the twelve spokes or rims of wheel ( pradhi) represent months. 
Vide IV. 27 for explanations of these verses; compare 
a verse similar to Rg I. 164. 11-13. 
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divided into twelve parts ( dvadasara ). But it is a very difficult 
matter to keep in view the twelve divisions correctly. In Bg. 
L 164.15 it is said ‘ They say that the 7th of those that are born 
together is born of one; there are only six twin sages born of the 
gods Here there is a reference to seasons, six of which have 
two months each, the 7th has only one (viz. 13th or intercalary 
month) and that the 13th month is not fit for religious rites. 
The Atharvaveda V. 35. 4 also states that samvatsara has 
twelve spokes and the months have 30 spokes. This explains 
Bg. 1.164.11-13 and 48. In the Brahmanas also the year is said 
to have 360 days and 720 days and nights together; Satapatha 
IX. 1.1. 43, Ait. Br. VII. 7 also say the same. We have also 
to recognize that the Vedic samhitas and Brahmanas speak of a 
i3th month that was intercalated. About Varuna the Rgveda 
says * He knows the twelve months with their progeny (the 
days ) and also the month that is added. ’ The Tai. S. (IV. 6. 7. 
1-2 ) refers to a year of twelve months and also of 13 months. 
The Kausitaki Br. 19. 2 speaks of the 13th month. The Tai. S. 
(1.14. 4, VI. 5. 3. 4 ) expressly mentions the 13th month called 
* Samsarpa or Arhhaspatya It is called Arhhasaspati in Vaj. S, 
(VII. 30 and XXII. 31) and Samsarpa in Maitrayani S. HI. 12. 
13. The Kausitaki Brahmana connects the I3th month with the 
l^naslrlya sacrifice. The Maitrayani Samhita (I. 10. 8 ) 
draws a distinction between a rtuyaji and caturmasya-yaji, the 
former being one who offers sacrifice thinking ‘ now Vasanta 
has started, rainy season has started, sarad has started while the 


708. ^ 3^1 V. 35. 4. 

709. ^ 

\ 3n. vn. 7; cT^rf: 

<ldKl^rd I 

3m h 3Trcin m^r^rcnr ^ i wk 

^ I ?Tcrm IX. 1.1.43. Here the additional month 

is said to have been of 35days. This was probably another way of adjusting 
the Savana year of 360 days to the solar year of 365 days and about a 
quarter more. In six such years about 6 days for each year appear to have 
been calculated and added as a 13 th month of 35 days. 

710. Ig iRiratf: I Nt ’T 

711. ^ ^ ’RRi 

H. D. 62 



490 


History of Dharmaiastra [ Sec, II, Ch. XV 


Caturmasya-yajI is one who offers sacrifice in view of the 13th 
month How and when the month was inserted in the 

Bgveda times or the times of the Tai. S. is not clear. What is 
clear is that one whole month was added. Therefore, Thibaut 
overstates the case when he asserts emphatically (Grundriss p. 7) 
that all Vedic texts agree that the year was exclusively of 360 
days. A year in which one month was added (i. e. of 390 days ) 
was also well-known to the Rgvedic Indians. Therefore, in order 
to explain the facts we have here probably to postulate two 
calendars, one a purely sacrificial (or religious) of 360 days 
(12 months of 30 days) probably inherited by the Vedic Indians 
from their ancestors about whom we know next to nothing, and 
another calendar where a month was added in order to bring the 
year in line with visible astronomical data. It is known that the 
ancient Egyptians ^12 had an official calendar of 360 days { 12 
months of 30 days each) plus five days added at end i. e. of 
365 days only and no intercalary day was inserted in a year. 
The result was that the opening day of this calendar would shift 
back through the solar year until a whole cycle of that year had 
been completed in 1456 or 1506 years. This calendar called 
sliding calendar'was in use for about 3009 years in Egypt from 
proto-dynastic period until the Roman period. There was also 
another calendar against which this sliding calendar moved. A 
year of 360 days (divided into 12 months of 30 days each) was 
not peculiar to ancient Vedic India nor to ancient Egypt, but 
played an important role also in Mesopotamia, which had a 
strictly lunar calendar. The co-existence of months of various 


1.10.8. Vide a very informing paper in Acta Orientalia. vol. IV (1926) 
pp. 124-133 on 'the 13th month in ancient Hindu chronology' by B. Faddegonof 
Amsterdam, in which the learned writer tries to explain MaitrayanT Samhita 
1.10. 8 and certain passages from the Latyayana-^auta-sutra and the 
Nidanasntra which appear to have puzzled Weber and Thibaut. 

712. Vide ‘Origins of Egyptian calendar’ in Journal of Near Eastern 
Studies, vol. 1, p 396-398 {by Prof. Neugebauer); 'the Legacy of Egypt* by 
S. R. K. Glanville (Oxford, 1942 ) pp. 2-5; ^Origin of ancient Egyptian 
calendar by H. E. Winlock in Proceedings of the American Philosophical 
Society, vol. 83 (1940) pp. 447-463, particularly 460-463; 'Burden of 
Egypt by J. A. Wilson (Chicago) p. 30; * Calendars of ancient Egypt * by 
R. A. Parker (Chicago, 1953 ), where p. 56 says that from about 2500 B. C, 
^sypii^DS had three calendars all of which continued to be in use to the 
very end of pagan Egypt. 
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lengths for later times is vouchsafed by the Arthasastra p. 108 
(Sham Shastri’s ed. of 1919 ). A year of 360 days was in later 
times in India called a Savana one (from ‘ savana ’ meaning 
extracting of soma juice in a sacrifice) and a month was added 
after about 30 months to bring the lunar year (of 354 days) in 
line with the solar year. 

In the Satapatha Brahmana (II. 1. 3. 2.) the Sun’s 
apparent passage for six months in the north and for six months 
in the south is referred to, though the word ay ana is not employed 
in this passage. The word ‘ ayana ’ occurs in the sense of 
‘ motion or path ’ in the Bgveda (ayan-n-apo ayanam-icchamanah, 
Bg* ni. 33. 7 ). Uttardyana and Baksindyana in later literature 
mean no more than the sun’s (apparent) motion or path in the 
northern celestial^phere and in the southern sphere respectively. 
The Sun’s movement in the north for six months and in the south 
for six months is mentioned in Br. Up. VI. 2.15-16 also. Thibaut 
(Grundriss p. 10 para 6 ) cites Kausitaki Br. 19. 3 as stating 
that the Sun stands still after it has gone for six months towards 
the south in order to turn again to the north and then observes 
that no one has a right to assume, from this statement in the 
Kausitaki Br. that for six months the Sun goes north or south, 
that the halves of the year are to be understood. What Thibaut 
is driving at is not clear to me. We have in this passage six 
months passages of the Sun in the north and also in the south. 
A year has ordinarily only twelve months. Therefore it must be 
assumed that halves of a year are meant. Thibaut does not 
explain what part of the year these six months in the north and 
south correspond to. Thibaut is probably swayed by the fact 
that in the Satapatha and elsewhere Vasanta, Grisma and Varsa 
are lumped together as the seasons (rtus) for the gods but 
Uttarayana does not exactly correspond with these three rtus. 
That may be so, but the rule or maxim is that names are given 
on the basis of what is principal or eminent {prddhdnyena 
vyapadesd bhavanti ). Vasanta and Grisma are important parts 


^ cTfi HTOi ***^ RlS tnl 

3. 2.3. 

I I 19.3. Thu 

ihows that the winter solstice, when the sun is farthest from the equator 
and appears to pause or rest before turning towards the north, occurred on 
the amavasya of Magha. 
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of Uttarayana; therefore, by association with these two and for 
the sake of symmetry varsa is also held to be a rtii for the gods. 

As regards the seasons, there are varying statements. In 
Ilg. 1.15 the word * rtuna ’ occurs several times, but once we have 
* rtun ’ also ‘ O Indra ’ drink Soma according to the seasons from 
the wealth (i. e. the richly filled vessel) of the brahmapa. ’ Bg. 
II. 36 and 37 are styled Ittavya hymns. The Bgveda itself 
names five seasons, viz. Vasanta (X. 161. 4, X. 90. 6 ), Grisma 
(X. 90. 6 ), Pravrs (VII. 103. 3 and 9 ), Sarad ( over 25 times, as 
in n. 12,11, VII. 66.11, X. 161.4 ), Hemanta ( X. 161. 4 ), but the 
llg. does not expressly mention Sisira. Three seasons are meta¬ 
phorically meant in Jig. 1.164. 48 and six in Pg. I. 164. 15. 
The Atharvaveda^^^"* (VI. 55.2 ) mentions all the six, but not in 
the usual order. The Ait. Br. says that the year has five rtus^ 
by putting together Hemanta and Sisira. The Maitrayani Sam, 
in I. 7. 3 speaks of Samvatsara as having five rtus and again as 
having six rtus and the Sat. Br. (H. 1.3.16) says that saih- 
yatsara comprises six rtus. In Satapatha XII. 8.2.33 the rtus 
are said to be three viz. Grisma, Varsa and Hemanta and in the 
very next passage they are said to be six. There is mention of 
seven rtus in Atharvaveda VI. 61.2. But one should not be 
puzzled by this. The 7th rtu is probably meant to represent the 
13th intercalary month as it is expressly mentioned in Atharva. 
(V. 6.4). Thibaut surprisingly asserts that the lists of the 
names of the seasons are only priestly inventions and the Vedic 
texts exhibit no practical use for them (Grundriss p. 11 X 
Thibaut appears to be obsessed with the influence of priests and 
offers no good reasons why the names should be regarded as 
inventions and not as correctly registering what was current 
in the then society. In Tai. S.^^^IV. 4.11.1 the six rtus with 
two months for each are mentioned. Vasanta is mentioned as 
the first of rtus (mukham va etad-rtunam yad~vasantah) in Tab 
Br. 1.1.2.6. The Satapathaprovides that Vasanta, Grisma 

714 a. ifiont i srol. VI. 55.2. 

715. q*90rm: I q. an- I. 1., often quoted af 

IV. 4.11.1. Panini ( IV. 3. 18-21 ) appears to have this passage in view, 

717. iftwTt I ^ \ ^ 

{^: I ^ srr qcT I •••^igrofr i ii. 1.3.i-5. 
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and Varsa are the seasons of gods, Sarad, Hemanta and Sisira 
are seasons of the pitrs; similarly the bright half of a month, 
the day and the forenoon of a day are the times for gods and 
the dark half of a month, the night, the afternoon of a day are 
the times for pitrs and it winds up with the prescription that a 
brahmana should consecrate the sacred fires in Vasanta, a 
ksatriya in Grlsma and a vaisya in Sarad. least as 
early as the edicts of Asoka the words ‘ varsa ’ (which etymo¬ 
logically means ‘ rains *) and ‘ sarhvatsara * are both used in the 
same sense viz. a year in the Brahmagiri inscription (vide C. 
1 .1.1 p. 175). 

There are Western scholars that deny the knowledge of 
the planets to the Vedic Indians. But Thibaut ( Grundriss p. 6 ) 
and Kaye (p. 33 ) both concede that it is inconceivable that the 
Vedic Indians did not observe and distinguish at least the 
larger planets in early times, but they contend that the Vedic 
passages cited as proving knowledge of the planets on the part 
of Vedic Indians cannot be accepted as evidence of the record 
of observations about planets and that the mere mention of the 
number seven or five (about Adityas in Bg. X. 72. 8-9 or oxen) 
cannot be relied upon. Both Thibaut and Kaye approach these 
problems with a peculiar mentality. Their criticism is mainly 
destructive and has a flavour of special pleading against things 
and ideas Indian. They hardly ever propose their own explana^ 
tions of the disputed passages and when they rarely do they do 
not show how their explanations are more satisfactory than the 
ones they criticize. One typical case may be cited here. Almost all 
scholars agree that Krttikas are the same as Pleiades; but Kaye 
(Archaeological survey memoir No. 18 p. 24 and I. A, vol. 50, 
p. 45 ) appears to doubt this, yet he has not the goodness to say 
positively what other cluster Krttikas stand for and why. The 
principal reason for the paucity of references to planets probably 


718, Vide Prof. Renou's article on * Vedic rtus * in * Indian Culture,* 
vol. 15 pp. 21-26, where he endeavours to establish that rtu in the Rgveda 
has no restricted sense but means simply time or suitable time for sacrifice 
or sometimes ‘ rule or usage *, and that * rtuna * or * rtubhih * in the Rg. 
iheans 'according to the division or distribution.’ I demur to this conclusion. 
In some passages the meaning of rtu would have to be ‘season/; for ex¬ 
ample in Rg. I. 49.3 ' O fair Usas 1 * winged birds, two-footed (beings) and 
four-footed (animals) go forth according the several seasons from the ends 
of the sky for thee (to meet thee) * ( 

n). Similarly, in Rg. I. 95. 3 • would have no 
connection with distribution or division. 
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is that the cult of the worship of planets that we find well deve¬ 
loped in Yaj. L 295-308 had not yet arisen in Vedic times. 
At least Brhaspati ( Jupiter ) appears to be clearly meant 
in two Vedic verses. * Brahaspati,’^^ first appearing in the highest 
heaven of the great Luminary (the Sun), destroyed darkness 
&c;’ ‘Brhaspati, when first appearing, rose in front of Tisya 
(Pusya) constellation’. ‘The sevenpriests guard the dear 
and fixed seat of the bird (Agni) along with the five adhvaryus; 
oxen, going eat, ageless, delight in the east; the gods follow the ordi¬ 
nances of gods’ (Fig. III. 7.7.). Here the (five) oxen are taken to be 
the five planets. Similarly, ‘ He (Indra) filled heaven and earth 
and the mid-region; he superintends in various ways the five 
gods, the 49 gods ( Maruts ) 'at the proper seasons together with 
the thirty-four lights similar to his own but each according to 
the different ordinances governing each’^^^ ( ^^g. X. 55. 3); ‘these 
five oxen that stand in the midst of the great heaven’ (Bg. L 
105.10). Vena may betaken to be the brilliant Venus in Bg. X. 

H IV. 50.4 = 31^1 20.88.4; wri 

I ^ arvrv ^ wr. HI. 

1 .1.5. is the same as and its presiding deity is in >f|. 

III. 1.1.5; even in such later works as m* ^'I"^ means qHir 

occurs in Rg. V. 54.13 (Treasure that does not fail as 
does not form the heavens. ) and X. 64.8 ‘ we invoke the three times seven 
flowing rivers, the great waters, Kr»nu, Tisya and Rudra’. paraphrases 

the first as and the second as Vide Fleet's interpretation of 

Rg. V. 54.13 in JRAS for 1911 at page 516 which differs. 

720. 3?^^: ^ RsTC 

f| iTtir m H HI. 7.7, The expression ffH occurs fre¬ 
quently in the vide III. 31.5, IV 2.15, VI 22 2- 

721. sn ^ %q1 i <q ^ 

^ta qc RcT^H q;. X. 55.3. The verse is rather enigmatic. It is in 

praise of Indra. The five gods are the planets that do not appear all at 
once but according to their respective seasons (). The 34 lights are the 
Sun, Moon, the five planets and 27 nak^tras. Ludwig and Oldenberg 
accept this interpretation. No other satisfactory explanation of 34 has been 
given by any one. 

722. 3TCTO snr^qmi^rm ^ 

W q^: H X. 123.5. In the first verse of this hymn Vena is 
described as i- e. surrounded by a sack of light as a foetus is 

surrounded by a sack and as pushing {towards earth) the waters that are in 
the bosom of the variegated one. Vena is called Randharva situated high in 
the heaven. Gandharva appears to have meant * any bright heavenly body ’• 

{ Continued on next page ) 
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123,1 and 5 the latter of which may be translated as follows: 
‘The young lady ( Usas or lightning), approaching with a smile 
her lover, bears in the highest heaven Vena, the dear one, and 
she moves about, in the places of the dear (Vena) and sits 
down with him on a golden wing ( a cloud )’. This would be 
a fine description of Venus rising in the east at dawn. 

About months a good deal would have to be said later on. 
The word is either ‘mas’ or ‘masaWe have‘mas’ in Bg. I. 
25, 8, IV. 18. 4, X. 52. 3 ‘ He (Agni) appears every day and every 
month’ and we have ‘masa’ in Bg. HI. 31. 9, V. 78. 9 (may the boy 
lying in the womb of his mother for ten months come out alive 
&c.), X. 184.3. ‘ Mas’(the measurer) also means the Moon, 
as in Bg, VIII. 94. 2, X. 12.7 (‘surye jyotir-adadhur-masyaktun, ’ 
the gods placed light in the Sun and darkness in the 
Moon), X 64. 3, X. 68.10, X 92.12, X 93. 5. The words ‘ mas ’ 
(moon) and ‘masa’ (month) are Indo-European, as variants of 
the same occur in many languages of the so-called Aryan family 
of languages. 

Naksatras have been a matter of serious discussions in 
numerous works. The word ‘‘ Naksatra ’ has in all three senses 
(1) star in general; ( 2 ) 27 equal parts of the zodiac; ( 3 ) 
asterism in the zodiacal belt (which may each consist of one or 
more stars ). In my opinion the first and the 3rd are the most 
frequent meanings of the word in the Vedic samhitas. It may be 
that the zodiacal belt was divided into 27 equal parts called 
naksatras, but the easier, more natural and probably the earlier 
way was to mark some conspicuous star groups like Krttikas, 
Mrgasiras and to refer to them as naksatras. The word ‘naksatra* 
occurs frequently in the Bgveda and the other Samhitas and 
Brahmanas; ‘ the naksatras like thieves go away along with 

( Continued from last page ) 

For example, in ^ IX. 7 ‘ m ^ ^ 

II > the and the 27 ( ) are separately mentioned, 

lo 18.40 we have 

which is explained in IX. 4.1.9. In II. 2.5 the Apsarases 

are called • wives of Gandharvas. * In | h. HI* 4. 7. l-3ff is meta¬ 
phorically identified with and so on and aicgTIT: are 

identified with ^rsn, 3Tn^ respectively and so on. It is there¬ 

fore rather diflficult to say what primarily meant in the early Vedic age, 
but when ^ is called and ^3^^ is called ia X, 123.5 it 

would not be altogether wrong to hold that the morning star Venus is called 

^ and is called 
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nights (to make room) for the Sun that sees the world ^ 

I. 50. 2 ); * May the earth, the heaven, the waters, the Sun along 
with the naksatras and the wide sky listen to us ’ (Ilg. III. 54.19); 
‘ he (Vanina) urges on in two ways the big and high heaven 
(the Sun ) and naksatras and also spreads the earth ’ ( Bg. VII. 
86.1); ‘ when he (the Sun) comes up, naksatras are not seen in 
the heavens, no one knows truly (how this happens ) ’ Itg. X 
111. 7; ‘ The Adityas are strong through Soma, the earth is great 
through Soma and then Soma is placed in the lap of these 
naksatras ’ (Itg. X. 85. 2). In some passages like Itg. VII. 81. 2 
and X. 88.13, it is difficult to say what * naksatram ’ stands for. 
Naksatra in most of the above passages means a star in general. 
But in Bg. X 85. 2 and in X 68.11 (the pitrs adorned the heavens 
with naksatras) naksatra appears to mean the 27 well-known 
asterisms. So also when the Satapatha contrasts the Krttikas 
(that do not swerve from the east) with other naksatras (that 
do swerve), naksatra should be taken to mean asterisms in the 
Zodiacal belt, the 27 (or 28) constellations in the Zodiacal belt 
in which the moon appears to move. Another word is ‘ str ’ 
(that is an Indo-European word), which always occurs in the 
instrumental plural in the Rgveda (as in I. 68. 5,1. 87.1, 1.166. 

II, n. 2. 5, 11. 34. 2, IV. 7. 3, VI. 49. 3 and 12) and is often con¬ 
nected with decking the sky. The word ‘ rksa ’ in the sense of 
* star ’ occurs in Bg. !♦ 24.10 * these rksas that are established 
high up (in the sky) are seen at night, but where did they go 
by day This refers to the constellation of the seven sages 
(Ursa Major). In the Atharvaveda VI. 40.1, the constellation 
of the seven sages is expressly mentioned : “ May Heaven and 
Earth confer on us freedom from danger here; may the Sun and 
the Moon do the same for us; may the wide mid regions confer 
on us freedom from danger and may there be abhaya for us on 
account of the oblation offered to the Seven Sages”. The Satapatha 
states that the seven sages were formerly called ‘ rksah ’ (note 
727 below). In Hg. V. 56. 3, VIH. 24. 27, VHI, 68.15 the word 
rksa means either ‘bear’ or something else. It has been pointed out 
above p. 494 that in Bg. X55.3 there is a reference to twenty-seven 

723. 31V ^ ii v?. i- 50. 2. 

723a. Compare ^ ft X. 68. 

11 with V?. I- 68. 5 appears to mean * pearl or mother 

of pearl 

724. ann ^ ft I. 24.10; 

compare ^ auf# ^ I vf. I. 107. 2. 
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naksatras, Apart from that the Rgveda mentions the naksatras 
Tisya (as above ) and Agha and Arjuni^^^ (in Kg. X 85.13 ) 
which two latter correspond to Magha and Phalgunis according 
to the Atharvaveda. It is possible to hold either that Agha and 
Magha were names for the same naksatra in Kgvedic times or 
that Agha was changed to Magha by the time of the Tai. S. and 
the Atharvaveda hymns. If the latter alternative be accepted 
the change in the names of the two naksatras (Agha and Arjuni) 
could not have taken place in a short time, but would require at 
least a hundred years between the time of Kg. X.85 on the one hand 
and Tai. S. and Atharva 19. 7 on the other. This would strongly 
militate against Max Muller’s assignment of two hundred years 
to the Samhitas which are purely hypothetical and the minimum 
dates (vide Intro, p. XV to the 4th volume of his 4 volume ed. of 
the Kgveda ). Apart from Agha and Arjuni which it is agreed 
are two of the 27 naksatras, it is probable that the Kgveda refers 
to Mrgasiras, Punarvasu, Satabhisak and one or two more by 
name. The Naksatras are 27 or 28 (adding Abhijit after Uttara- 


725. For a myth about the disappearance of Abhijit from the list of 
naksatras, vide Vanaparva 230 2--11. There it is said that Abhijit, the 
younger sister of RohinT, coveted the position of eldership and went to a 
forest for practising tapas» Skanda was approached by the wives of sages, 
says Markaudeya, and he said that he would consult Brahma. Then Brahma 
arranged that time began with Dhanistha and the Krttikas went to the 
heavens. This has been interpreted by modern writers on ancient Indian 
Astronomy to mean that the vernal equinox happened to be in the Krttikas 
before the time of Yudhisthira and that Abhijit was accepted as one of the 
naksatras. Vide J. of Ganganatha Jha R. I. vol. XIII at pp. 82-'84 (by 
Prof. T. Bhattacharya ). With the greatest respect for the learned writer, I 
cannot accept all this. Discussion of his theory has to be given up for 
reasons of space. 

726. M 

1^, X. 85. 13 = 3T«iI XIV. 1. 13 ( . \ 

I). Rg. X. 85 is a marriage hymn, referring to the myth of the 
marriage of Surya, daughter of Savitr, to Soma, In this verse reference is 
made to the sending of presents (chiefly of cows, it seems) on A ha i. e. 
Magha naksatra and the taking away of the bride after marriage on Arjnn! 
{i. e. Purva or Uttara Pbalguni) the next day or after one day more. The 
(II. 1.2. 10-11) asserts that Phalgunyah is the recondite name of 
Arjunyah. in Rg. X. 85. 13 does not mean *arekilled' but *arebeaten' 

or 'driven* (from the bouse of Surya's father to the house of the 
bridegroom ). The Marathi equivalent means * to beat or drive ’. Vide 

SIFT. 1,3. 1-2 * I 

Yeti’ll !• 20. 


H. D. 63 
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sadha and before Sravana in ancient authorities). In the Vedic 
literature, Vedahgajyotisa and even in Yajnavalkya-smrti they 
are enumerated from Krttika to Apabharani ( or Bharani) while 
in works from the 3rd or 4th century A. D. and in modern times 
they are enumerated from Asvini to Re vat I. 

It is time now to set out in a list the names of naksatras, 
deities governing them, their gender and the number of stars 
in each. There is some divergence of views as regards the 
names and the deities, which will also be pointed out in the 
appended table: complete lists occur in Tai. S. IV. 4.10, 1-3, Tai. 
Br. I. 5 and IIL 1, Atharvaveda XIX. 7. 2-5, Kathaka Sarhhita 
39.13, Maitrayani Samhita 11. 13.20 and Vedahga-Jyotisa. For 
European equivalents of the Indian naksatras, vide Colebrooke 
in Asiatic Researches vol. IX chart opposite p. 322, Dikshit’s 
Marathi work ( 2nd ed. p, 459 ) and Burgess in J. R. A. S. for 
1893 p. 756. It is not unlikely that there is a veiled reference to 
Revati, Punarvasu and Pusya naksatras in Rg. X. 119. 1 - 3 ^ 28 . 
and Rg. X. 86.22 appears to refer as Tilak says in ‘ Orion ’ p. 
166 ff., to the MrgaMras naksatra; ‘Vrsakapi 1 OIndra I when you 
dashing upwards came to the house, where was that Mrga guilty 
of a good deal of sin, to whom did that Mrga, that confounds 
people, go ? Indra is superior to all*. From Rg. I. 161.11 and 13 
and IV. 33.7, Atharvaveda IV. 11.11 it appears that the dog-star 
(Sirius) is referred to, and that twelve days were added at the 
end of the year during which the Rbhus slept or took rest or 
enjoyed the hospitality of the Sun.^ In Rg. I. 124.9 ‘ satam te 

^ ii araltg’ vi. 40.i.; ^ ^ qfn vrv sng: 

^ I II. 1. 2. 4. refers to 

728. nTcTRjmRTTO I 

i m ^ tR: h ^ X. 19, i 

and 3 (addressed to cows or rain waters). Both Grassmann and Geldner hold 
that refers to the constellation so called. 

729. I 

^JrRt H X. 86. 22. It has to be supposed that this is 

addressed by some one else ( Indrani probably). XIII. 3. explains 

this verse, Prajapati guilty of the sin of incest is said to have jumped up 
as a deer in the sky pursued by Rudra. Vide WT- XIII. 10 “ ff ^ 

I. 161. 13; ^ 

1 IV, 33. 7. The first may be translated as follows : * O RbhnsI 

( Continued on next page ) 
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rajan bhisajah sahasram * it is possible to see a reference to the 
Satabhisak naksatra of which Varuna is said be the devata 
in the Tai. Br. III. 1, especially as in the following verse ( ami 
ya rksa nihitasa ucca ) there is a special reference to the Great 
Bear or to naksatras in general. 

Some remarks on the naksatras in general and on individual 
naksatras would not be out of place. In the Atharvana Naksatrakalpa (the 
first of the Atharvaparislstas edited by Bolling and Negelein ) in chapter 4 
verses 1~8 the devatas (deities) of the naksatras are given and chap« 2 
states the number of stars in each nak^tra. In some Puranas also such as 
the Visnudharmottara (J. 83. 13-21) the presiding deities of naksatras are 
set out. In the Brhat-samhita Varahamihira (chap. 97. 4-5) specifies 
the deities of the naksatras from AsVinI to Revati (including Abhijit) as 
noted below. The Brhat-samhita (96. 1-3 ), the Atharvana-naksatra*kalpa 
(I. 2 ) and the Visnudharmottara (I. 88 4-7 ) specify the number of single 
stars in each naksatra (which are from one to six), those having six stars 
being Krttika, Aslesa and Magba. Vide JASB. vol. 62 part 1 p. 14 where 
Hoernle gives a table, from a ms. of Puskarasari’s work, of nak^tras, the 
stars in each, the muhurtaSt the gotra, devata of each. According to 
Hoernle the work is very old. Some notes are added on individual nakutras 
( mentioned in the Vedic works). Krttika—^The Tai. Br. III. 1.4. 1 specifies 
the names of seven Krttikas as Amba, Dula &c. Panini refers to Krttika as 
Bahula (in IV. 3. 34 ). J. C. Hickey in 'Introducing the universe’ (pp. 119- 
120) says that persons of unusually keen 731 vision under favourable atmos* 
pheric conditions can see even eleven. Mrgaslrsa—Tai. Br. III. 1. 4. 3 
mentions both names viz. Mrgasir^ aod Invaka. Punarvasu—In the Kathaka 
and Mai. S. this is masculine singular ; Panini states (I. 2. 61) that in the 
Veda the word ' Punarvasu * is employed optionally in the singular (i. e. 


{ Continued from last page ) 

after having slept you asked this * O Agohya (the Sun who cannot be con* 
cealed by any one )! who is here that awakened us ? The goat (the Sun ) 
replied that the dog was the awakener at the end of year and that this 
was announced that day.* Tilak in * Orion ’ (pp. 168 ff) explains at great 
length the meaning of these verses. Though one may not agree with every¬ 
thing that he says, his main contentions seem to be probable. 

731. ^ on 

ITT. HI. 1.4.3; qi. 1.2.61. The bas 

III.l.116. TheI'^dhi explains 

1. ^ i qr. 

2. 60; explains ^ 

97. 4-5. qlpl stands for W the 

presiding deity of (lo tbe f* ^). 

The differs from as to some of the regents of 
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sometimes in the dual, sometimes in the singular). Kalidasa employs the 
dual Punarvasu in Raghuvarh^ XL 36 ‘ gam gataviva divah Punarvasu. * 

Tisya—Panini uses the word Tisya in I. 2. 63 and 3. 34 and the words 
Pusya and Sidhya in the sense of * on which undertakings prosper or 
succeed,* 

Phalguni—Panini provides that the words PhalgunI and Prosthapada as 
naksatras are optionally used in the dual or plural. 

Nistya—Mai. S. shows that this is neuter singular, Nistya in Rg. VI, 
75, 19, VIII. 1. 13, X 133, 5 appears to mean ‘ outsider or outcaste ’. 

Viakha—Panini (I. 2. 62 ) provides that in the Veda * Vi^kha * is 
sometimes used in the singular, sometimes in the dual, while in his day it 
was used in the dual. 

Anuradha—The mantra in Tai. Br. III. 1,2. 1 appears to use it as 
masculine plural. 

RohinI—Jyestha is called Rohinl in Tai. S. and Tai, Br. (I. 5). Jyestha 
is styled JyesthaghnI in Atharva VI. 110. 2. Vide note 753 below. 

Mula—In Tai. S, Vicrtau is used for Mula, The Atharvaveda brings 
together Vicrtau and JyesthaghnI in VI. 110. 2-3 and has 'Vicrtau nama 
tarake' in II. 8. 1 and VI. 121. 3. In Rg. X. 87, 10 (tridhi mhlam yatudha- 
nasya v^a) Mula means 'root, foot*. The word 'Mulabarhana* occurs in 
Atharva VI. 110. 2 and Mulabarhani in Tai. Br. I. 5. 1. 4. 

Abhijit—not mentioned in Tai. S. and Kathaka, though mentioned in 
Tai, Br., Atharva and Mai. S. It is sometimes mentioned in later works 
e. g, the Anusasanaparva (64. 5-35 ) mentions the consequences of gifts to 
brahmanas on 28 naksatras from Krttika to Bharani. 

/ ^ f 

Srona—Atharva calls it Sravana and Kathaka speaks of it as Asvattba, 
In P^ini IV. 2. 22 Asvattha is mentioned as a naksatra, The word Srona in 
Rg. I, 112. 8 means * lame or cripple 

Prosthapada—Atharvaveda speaks of ' dvaya Prosthapada *• 

It would be noticed that some of the names of naksatras 
differ such as Invaka (in Tai. Br. 1.5.1 and Kathaka) for Mrga- 
sirsa, Bahu for Ardra (in Tai. Br. I, 5.1, Kathaka S. and Maitra- 
yaniS.), Tisya for Pusya, Nistya for Svati (in Tai. Br.), 
Rohinl (in Tai. Br. I. 5.4 and Tai. S.) for Jyestha, Vicrtau in 
Tai. S. for Mula {in other Vedic texts), Srona ( in TaL S., TaL 
Br. and Mai. S.) and Asvattha in Kathaka S. for Sravana (in 
Atharva.), Sravistha for (medieval and modern) Dhanistha, 
ApabharanI for BharapI (in Atharva., Mai. S. and modem 
times). The deities also differ, the most striking being the 
change of place between Bhaga and Aryaman as presiding 
deities of Asadhas in the Kathaka, Vedahgajyotisa, Sah gF»f 
and Indra as deity of Citra in Tai, S. and Tvastr in Tai. Br. 
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20 Abhijit Abhijit Brahma not Abhijit Abhijit Abhijit not Abhijit not men- N one 
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and Kathaka S., Pitarah as deity for Mula in Tai. S. but Nirrti 
in almost all other texts; Indra as deity of Satabhisak in Tai. S. 
and Mai. S. but Varuna in Tai. Br. ( Ilf. 1.) and Kathaka. 
Further, it was also specified whether a naksatra had only one 
star or had a cluster of two or three or more. Besides, the 
important point for consideration is; why does the Tai. S. differ 
from the Tai. Br. and Tai. Br. I. 5 from Tai. Br. III. 1 in the 
number of naksatras, in the names and the deities also of some 
of them. No satisfactory explanation can be given except this 
that the Tai. S. passage is earlier by some centuries than the 
Tai. Br. section (III. 1) or the Tai. S was composed in a country 
far away from the place where the Tai. Br. was composed. This 
latter does not appear to be probable since one part of Tai. Br. 
(1. 5) differs from another part (III. 1 ). The latter section 
speaks of a naksatra ~isti in which oblations are offered to 28 
naksatras (including Abhijit) and their deities ( one naksatra 
being dealt with on each day from Krttikas) together with 
puronuvakijas (invitatory verses) and ]iajyds (oblation verses ) 
which are different for each naksatra. The first fourteen naksa¬ 
tras from Krttika (up to and including Visakha) are called 
Devanaksatras and the fourteen naksatras from Anuradha to 
Apabharani or Bharani are called Yamanaksatras. After 
Visakha, the Tai. Br. ( Naksatresti) inserts Paurnamasi with 
appropriate puronuvakya and yajya verses and after apabharani 
an offering to Amavasya with a puronuvakya (which is the 
verse ‘Nivesam sangaraanl vasunara’ Tai. S. III. 5.1,1) and a yajya 
(which is the verse ‘ yat te deva adadhur Tai. S. III. 4.1.1). 
Besides, it was laid down that the sacrificer had to invoke gods 
in the sacrifice by a name (to be kept secret) derived from the 
presiding deity of the naksatra on which he was^^^ born ( i. e. if 


verse 28. Western scholars usually ascribe the Vedanga Jyotisa to 
about 400 B. C. For example, 'L' Inde classique' edited by Prof. L. Renou 
and others, Tome II. para 1711 assigns, after saying that the dale is undeter¬ 
mined, 400 B. C as its probable date. I should like to place it not later 
than 8th century B.C. for several reasons. If the observation referred to above 
(p.496) about krttikas were made about 12th century B.C. (14th century B.C, 
as some scholars hold) and if 400 or 300 B.C, was accepted as the date of the 
Vedahgajyotisa, it would have to be supposed that the writer of it either did 
not notice (or purposely ignored ) the fact that winter solstice had shifted 
about 11 or 12 degrees from the originally observed position. This is rather 
difEcult to believe A difference of four or five degrees may not be dwelt 
{Continued on next page ) 
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born on Krttika, then some name like Agnimitra &c,, if on 
Pusya, Brhaspatimitra &c. ). 

If the naksatras ( 27 or 28 ) had been borrowed at one time 
en bloc from a foreign source the divergences in the names of the 
naksatras, in the presiding deities, and in the gender and number 
should ordinarily not have arisen to the extent they do. But, if 
they were an indigenous growth then differences of opinion 
would naturally have been evolved in the passage of centuries. 
The only asterisms first specialised and named in Greece and 
Syria were the Pleiades in Job. 38. 31, Homer and Hesiod; 
Orion in Job. 39.31, Homer and Hesiod; Arcturus in Job. 9.9 and 
in 39.32, Homer and Hesiod; the great Bear in Homer and Hesiod, 
Aldebaran in Homer and Hesiod and three more including Sirius 
(vide ‘ Dawn of Astronomy ’ by Horman Lockyer, 1884 p. 33)- 
This is several centuries later (if not thousands) than the early 
Vedic texts wherein the whole scheme of naksatras appears. 

Further details contained in the Tai. Br. and Baudhayana 
srauta-sutra ( 28. 3-4 ) are not set out here. The Naksatresti in 
the Tai. Br. (III. 1) has been competently dealt with by Prof. 
Paul Emile Dumont in the Proceedings of the American Philoso¬ 
phical Society, vol. 98, No. 3 ( 1954 ) with text, English transla¬ 
tion and notes. The naksatras had been closely observed and many 
legends arose from imaginary resemblances of star groups to 
certain familiar animals and also fanciful interpretations of the 
constellations observed in the sky. The naksatras were closely 
concerned not merely in a religious rite called Naksatresti, but 
they were of prime importance in the basic srauta rite, viz. 
consecration of the sacred fires (Agnyadhana). In the Satapatha 
Brahmapa (11. 1. 2 ) reference is made to several naksatras from 
Krttika onwards together with their presiding deities as being 
fit for Agnyadhana (viz. Krttika, Rohini, Mrgasirsa, Purva 
Phalguni, TJttara PhalgunI, Hasta, Citra). The Tai. Br. recom¬ 
mends spring, summer and sarad for Agnyadheya in the case of 


(Continued from last page ) 

upon. Besides, the facts that the Baudhayana-sVauta-sutra has a similar 
passage, that Kautilya follows the five year cycle and says that there is an 
intercalary month at the end of 2| years and another intercalary month at 
the end of the cycle of five years (II.2onp. 109) and the fact that the 
Mahabharata (Virataparva 52. 3-5) speaks of adding two intercalary months 
every five years rather suggest an earlier date for the Vedanga-Jyotisa. Vide 
Swamikannu Pillai’s * Indian Ephemeris’ vol. I part I. p. 448 ff for discussion 
on the probability of the antiquity of the 
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brahmana, ksatriya or vaisya sacrificer respectively. The 
Satapatha appears to condemn setting up of sacred fires in relation 
to naksatra alone and recommends that Agnyadheya should be 
performed on the New Moon of Vaisakha on which there is 
KohinI naksatra;but these rules did not apply when a person 
had resolved upon performing Soma sacrifice and he should not 
in that case stop to consider the season or naksatra 

Very interesting information and legends are given in the 
Vedic texts about some of the naksatras. About the Krttikas the 
Satapatha Brahmana^^^ states * other naksatras contain one star, 
or two or three or four stars, but these Krttikas are many; the 
sacrificer reaches plenty; therefore one should set up sacred 
fires on the Krttikas, These ( Krttikas ) indeed do not swerve 
from the east, while all other naksatras do swerve from the 
eastern direction. ’ The recondite allusion in Rg. L 164. 33 
(atra pita duhitur-garbham-adhat) and X. 61. 7 (pita yat svam 
duhitaramadhiskan) are developed into a myth, a lengthy 
account of which is given in the Ait. Br. XIIL 10 and Satapatha 
I. 6. 2. 1-4 (Prajapati approached his daughter, some say the 
heaven and others say it was Usas &c.) and about Rohipl, 
Mrga, the Mrgavyadha ( Sirius) and the three stars in the belt 
of Orion. Prajapati is said to have had 33 daughters which 
he gave in marriage to king Soma, who was fond of Rohini 
and on account of that suffered from Rajayaksman (Tai. S. IL 
3. 5.1). 

Why the naksatra lists begin with the Krttikas in the Vedic 
Literature and why with Asvini in classical Sanskrit literature 
can be explained only on astronomical considerations. The ver- 

732 a, I 

• aTTcUf t snri i XI. 1.1.3 and 7. 

733. ^ m ^ 

I I trm n 

’RfnmSf \ II- 1 . 2 . 2~3. it should be noted that the 

present tense ( cyavante ) is used here, whence it follows that this passage 
was composed when the position of the Krttikas on the equator was an 
observed fact and their declination was nil. From this S. B. Dikshit 
deduced the date 3000 B. C (I. A. volume 24 pages 245-257). The 
are said to be seven in Maitrayant S I. 6.9 and Tai. Br. Ill 1 4.1. 

734. i > nmt 

^^1 II. 3. 5. 1; ^ 

XI. 3 . The number 33 is arrived at by adding 7 and 

the remaining 26 
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nal equinox was in Krttika about 2300 B. C. Instead of admit¬ 
ting this as a probable date for the Vedic works, Fleet boldly 
asserts that the list of naksatras beginning with Krttikas has 
no basis in fact, but belongs entirely to ritual and astrology 
(JRAS for 1916 p. 570). No detailed arguments are deemed 
necessary. Fleet does not specify cogent evidence, nor does he 
assign reasons why priests later on changed the beginning of 
the list from Krttika to Asvini, nor does he vouchsafe how the 
list of naksatras in the Vedic age began in fact for ordinary 
folk if the Krttika list was a pure priestly invention. Even 
Thibaut (in I. A. vol. 24 at p. 100 ) had to admit that the begin¬ 
ning of the naksatra series with Krttika instead of with Asvini 
seriously affects Max Muller’s assignment of 1500 B. 0. to 800 
B. C. to the Vedic period. In the Tai. S. VII. 4. 8 there is a 
discussion about the time for undergoing the diksa in a Sarhvat- 
sara-satra*. It is proposed there that the diksa may be performed 
on the Pull Moon in Phalguni because that is the beginning of 
the year; then an objection is raised against this and it is pro¬ 
posed that the diksa may be taken on Full Moon in Citra, because 
that was the beginning of the year. If the year began with 
the winter solstice in those days this reference would have to be 
placed at 4000 or 6000 B. C. This passage probably embodies 
traditions that the year began in different months in different 
periods of antiquity. 

Great controversies have raged over the question whether 
the Indian naksatras are indigenous or were borrowed from some 
other people. The great French astronomer Biot held that Indians 
borrowed the naksatra system from the Chinese and Whitney 
followed Biot. There were others who held that Indians borrowed 
them either from the Babylonians or the Arabs. I cannot enter 
here into the merits of these discussions. The Arabs them¬ 
selves admit that they borrowed their astronomy from Indian 
Siddhantas and there is hardly anything to show that they knew 
the complete naksatra system as early as at least 1500 B. C. 
Therefore, we may leave the Arabs out of account altogether 
(vide Thibaut in Grundriss p. 14). Great scholars are often 
blinded by prejudices and shut their eyes to basic facts. The 
Chinese system of Sieu had at first only 24 and then it became one 

I Vn. 4 8. f^f appears to mean * defect *, 
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of (it is said ) 28 at about 1100 B. C. ( as said by Thibaut in 
Grundriss p. 13.) There are no clear traces in the Vedic texts 
that naksatras were held to be 2-i during the times of those texts. 
We should not accept at their face value the assumptions of the 
antiquity of astronomy in China that are sometimes advanced 
( vide ‘ East and West’, Rome, vol. VI. p. 288.) Besides, neither 
in Babylonia nor in China were the asterisms thoroughly 
integrated with the religious system. In Vedic times one was 
Hot entitled to perform solemn sacrifices unless he had already 
set up sacred fires on certain naksatras. Further, the months 
(Magha, Phalguna, Caitra &c.) were named after certain 
naksatras and exist only in Sanskrit, not in Greek, Latin or 
Chinese. The deities that were deemed to preside over the 
naksatras from such ancient days as those of the Tai. S. and Tai. 
Br. are almost all of them exclusively Vedic and have no counter¬ 
parts in Babylonia or China. Besides, though thousands of 
cuneiform tablets have been found in Babylonia no one has, so 
far as I know, pointed to a single tablet where all the naksatras 
appear in an orderly series of 27 or 28, as we find in Vedic 
Samhitas. It is at least clear that long before the Taittirlya 
Samhita the Vedic people had fixed the number of the naksatras 
(at 27 or 28 ), their names and order and their presiding deities 
and had made the naksatras a most integral part of their sacri¬ 
ficial system. Furthermore, almost all of the Indian names of 
naksatras are siginficant or have ancient legends connected with 
them. For example, Ardra means * wet ’ and the naksatra was call¬ 
ed Ardra because when the sun was in it rains set in. Punarvasu 
was probably so called because the grains of paddy or barley 
sown in the ground sprout up as new wealth after being buried; 
Pusya, was so called because the young sprouts grow and become 
nourished; Asresa or Aslesa, because the grown-up plants of paddy 
or bailey grow high enough to embrace each other; Magha, be¬ 
cause the paddy or other plants are putting forth the standing 
crop which is wealth in itself; Krttika, because they ( being six 
or seven ), look like the skin of the spotted deer on which a 
religious student was to sit for Vedic study. In these circum¬ 
stances the burden to prove borrowing of the naksatra system 
by Indians was very heavy on those who afiSrmed it. What is 
the evidence ? There is very little evidence except prejudice and 
speculation. The main tangible evidence they can and do rely on 
is that the Chinese or Babylonians had also 28 naksatras as the 
Indians had. But these scholars, though very learned and far- 
seeing in their own way, never stopped to consider how from 
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China and Babylon the naksatras could reasonably be supposed 
to have been derived by Indians more than 3500 years ago (on a 
most modest estimate) and allowed to be the very centre and 
basis of their religion of sacrifices, what w^ere the means for the 
communication of the thoughts and ideas underlying the 
naksatra system and why one may not surmise that the real 
state of things was the other way about ( viz. the Babylonians 
and Chinese derived the system from the ancestors of Indians ) 
or that all systems were derived from a common prehistoric 
source. Another reason for discounting the theories of Biot, 
Weber and Whitney may also be advanced viz. the researches 
ofTilakinhis ‘Orion’ (particularly pp. 61-95) and of Prof. 
Jacobi have at least made this clear that the Krttika series is 
not the oldest arrangement of the naksatras known to Indians, 
but that the Indians had once an older arrangement, which plac¬ 
ed Mrgasirsa at the vernal equinox. Those who are interested in 
these somewhat novel and rather barren controversies raised by 
Biot, Weber and others may read Weber’s ‘der vedischen Nachri- 
chten von den Naksatras two volumes, I. A. vol. 23 pp. 154-159 
(Jacobi on the ‘date of the Hgveda’), pp. 238-249 (Biihler’s 
note on Jacobi’s theory and Tilak’s Orion, 1. A. pp. 85-100 
( Thibaut on ‘antiquity of Vedic civilization’) and pp. 361-369 
(Whitney), I. A. 48 pp. 95-97. The word ‘ naksatra’ is derived 
by Yaskafrom the root ‘naks’ meaning ‘to go’, while the 
Satapatha Br. (II. 1. 2. 17-18) and Tai. Br. II. 7. 18 derive it as 
from na plus ksalra and Panini (VI. 3. 75) accepts this derivation. 
The word ‘ naksatra’(m) is applied even to the Sun in Bg. VI. 
67. 6. Tai. Br. teaches how one is to mark the naksatra 
on which one has to perform a religious act, viz. he should mark 
about dawn and before the first rays light the sky the part of 
the sky where the naksatra appears and when the sun appears 
the naksatra would be to the west of the sun, at which time he 
should perform what he has to do. It is stated that sage Matsya 
established into eminence Yajnesu and Satadyumna by this 
method (Tai. Br. I. 5. 2.1.). 

Even so early as the Ait. Br.^^^ Vedic Indians had arrived at 
the conclusion that the Sun was one and never sets. ‘ This Sun 

I HI. 20. The first derivation is supported by bit* 

5 . 2.10 ‘ ^ ^ 315 

( Continued on next page ) 
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indeed never sets nor rises. When people think that he (the 
Sun) sets what happens is he reaches the end of the day, 
reverses himself, creates night below and day above. When 
people think that he rises in the morning, that means that 
having reached the end of the night he reverses himself, makes 
day below and night above. He indeed never sets’. This is in 
very interesting contrast to the Jaina view in Suryaprajnapti 
of two suns and two moons or the view of Heraclitus in Greece 
( 6th century B. C.) that a new sun was born and died every day 
( Eisler p. ) 

In the Brahmana period Indians had^^"^ found out the day 
called Visuvat or Visuva ( which is said to be in the middle of 
the sacrificial year) when the day and night were of equal 
length : * As a person fastens the two wings or sloping sides of 
a hall (or shed) to the bamboo ridge or beam that is in the 
middle ( of the shed ), so people use the Divakirtya day for stret¬ 
ching across the two sides ( half years ) 

I have purposely devoted some space to the subject of the 
astronomical knowledge of people in the Vedic age. Several 
European scholars that have written on the astronomical 
achievements of ancient and medieval India, have indulged in 
very disparaging and contemptuous statements about Indians 

( Continued from last page ) 

Trf% I H ^ ^ ^ 

Ill, 44. This idea is taken up by soma Furanas also. For 
example, II. 8.15 says 

ft I. Wgr«lH ia XI. 3 criticises the Jain view 

The (XIII. 8 ) also refers to this Jaina view. 

727sl. 18 (18.4); jrm 

JurgiT 

S. wr. I. 2. 3. explains on q. ' ftlgf 

The {IV. 6.3-13 and IV. 

7. 1 ) refers to day and provides that is to be sung that 

day since the Gods removed by Divakirtya the darkness with which Svar- 
bhanu, the son of an Asura, had pierced the sun and that is the soul of 

the year and two wings or two sides go round it. Vide H. of Dh vol. II. page 
1240 for the arrangement of the *Gavam-ayana*, a samvatasarika satlraand the 
position of the f^^^day It should not be forgotten that the Equinox itself 
is more or less an astronomical fiction and cannot be accurately observed 
without scientific apparatus. As the sacri6cial year had only 360 days and a 
day called ft^q^was in the middle that would come to 361 days while the 
solar year 365| days nearly and therefore would have been a day 

of equal day and night only approximately. 
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not only in astronomy, but generally- To take only one or two 
instances. Thibaut ( Gmndriss p. 3 ) is pleased to observe that 
what Indians knew before Greek influence is not much and is 
of a primitive character. This is how Whitney, a learned 
American scholar of Sanskrit, unburdens himself; ‘ there can be 
no question that, from what we know in other respects of the 
character and tendencies of the Hindu mind, we should not at 
all look to find the Hindus in possession of an astronomical 
science possessing so much of truth. They have been from the 
beginning distinguished by a remarkable inaptitude and disin¬ 
clination to observe, to collect facts, to record, to make inductive 
investigations* (J. A. O. S. vol. VI p 47l ). His coadjutor, 
Mr. Burgess, diifered from him even in regard to astronomy 
(ibvL pp. 477-480 ). 

One is tempted to return Whitney’s compliments to Indians 
in the same coin by saying that for 1400 years from Ptolemy, 
the ancestors of Whitney and other highbrows hardly ever made 
any discovery of astronomical importance, stuck unthinkingly 
and slavishly to the Almagest and were literally in the dark 
about the true astronomical position during what are often 
called the Dark Ages of Europe. Even Luther who rebelled 
against the authority of the Pope denounced Copernicus as a 
fool, charged the latter with turning upside down the science of 
astronomy and relied upon the Bible, which, he said, declared 
that Joshua commanded the Sun to stand still and not the 
Earth (Joshua 10. 12 ). This betrays the old mentality that if 
there is a contradiction between the words of the Bible and 
Nature, the believers in Scripture must correct their ideas of 
Nature in accordance with the Bible and not the Bible in 
accordance with what is found to be Nature. This also reminds 
one of the maxim of the Purvapiimamsa that there is nothing too 
heavy for a sacred text. 

I should request all Western authors interested in Indology 
and dazzled by some writings of a few Greeks to ponder deeply 
over the following words of Sir Norman Lockyer in his ‘Dawn 
of Astronomy ’ (1894) * Anaximander told us that the earth was 
cylindrical in shape and every place that was then known was 
situated on the flat end of the cylinder; and Plato, on the 
ground that the cube was the most perfect geometrical figure, 
imagined the earth to be a cube, the part of the earth known to 
the Greeks being on the upper surface. In these matters the 
vaunted Greek mind was little in advance of the predecessors 



Unpardonable omissions by Western writers 513 

of the Vedic priests’ (p. 8 ). If the Greeks forged ahead in one 
or two branches, there were several other peoples in the world 
that far surpassed them in other equally important matters. I 
would also recommend to them to read carefully what Sarton 
says in his Preface (p. IX) to ‘A history of Science’ where he 
charges Western writers with unpardonable omissions viz. 
ignoring the scientific efforts of Egypt, Mesopotamia and other 
countries and assuming childishly that science began in Greece 
and secondly hiding the superstitions which surrounded eminent 
Greeks. Writers at least in the 19th and 20th centuries should 
have no reason to run down one people and praise to the skies 
another people, but their endeavour should be to arrive at well- 
documented, well-balanced, impartial and cautious judgments 
upon the achievements of ancient peoples of the world. 

The chronology of the Vedic age is far from certain. Jacobi, 
Dikshit, Tilak and some others would put the Vedic age back 
to 4000 B. 0. or even earlier. Winternitz puts it as far back 
as 2500 B. C.; while Max Muller and following him many 
Western scholars would thrust all Vedic Literature between 1500 
to 800 B. C. Even taking these latter timings the Vedic Litera¬ 
ture shows a good deal of progress in astronomical matters 
which Indians could not have owed to Greece, There is no 
extant literature in Greece that can be placed earlier than about 
900 or800 B. C. with certainty. The Homeric poems and the 
works of Hesiod are the oldest surviving literary writings in 
Greek. Homer mentions the Sun, the Moon, the morning and 
evening star, the Pleiades, Hyades, Orion, Great Bear, Sirius 
(Orion’s Dog), Bootes ( Arcturus) and Hesiod mentions practi¬ 
cally the same stars as Homer; Hesiod says that spring began 
sixty days after winter solstice, puts down moon’s period at 
thirty days, but does not mention equinoxes.’^ It should be 
noted that Vedic astronomy several centuries (if not thousands 
of years) earlier than Homer and Hesiod was at least as 
advanced as that in the two Greek authors. The very ancient 
peoples (besides Indians and Chinese) are the Egyptians, the 
Babylonians, the Hittites and Chaldeans. About the Egyptians, 
the Cambridge Ancient History (vol. II p. 218) states that there 
is very little trace of the application of Mathematics to Astro- 


738, Vide 'Greek Astronomy* by T. L. Heath (1932) introduction 
XI-XII and Sir Norman Lockyer's * Dawn of Astronomy * ( 1894 ) p, 133 for 
the knowledge of only a few stars exhibited in the Book of Job and by Homer 
and Hesiod. 
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nomy in Egypt and that, though the length of the solar year 
had been fairly accurately determined, this was done by 
observation of the heliacal rising of Sirius or Sothis which 
happened to correspond rather closely with the first rise of the 
Nile and involved no calculation whatsoever. About Hittites 
and Chaldeans there is not much to be said as no one asserts that 
naksatras were borrowed from them. Even about 800 B. C. 
Homer’s and Hesiod’s knowledge of astronomy was meagre. 
Even Hipparchus, regarded as the greatest astronomer of anti¬ 
quity who completed his catalogue about 130 B. C., had access to 
a continuous series of observations made in Mesopotamia 
reaching back to 747 B. Ptolemy wrote about 150 A. D.; 

his Almagest is based on the observations of Hipparchus, and 
almost all that is known about the predecessors of Ptolemy is 
derived from the latter’s work, as, owing to the very excellence 
of Ptolemy’s work, all writings of his predecessors ceased to be 
studied and have not been recovered. The theory of Greek influ¬ 
ence in astrology will be dealt with a little later on, but a few 
words may be said here about the supposed influence of Greek 
astronomy on the Indian Siddhantas^^’ and later works. In the 


738 a. Vide Ravvlinson in * Five monarchies of the Ancient World/ 
vol, II. p. 574; also Breasted in ' Ancient Times ' p. 214 for the passing of 
the observations of Nabunassar and Kidinnu (who practically discovered 
the Precession of the Equinoxes) to the Greeks and for the Greek engineer 
Meton taking the length of the year from the tables of Nabu. A continuous 
record of dated observations began with the reign of Nabunassar (who 
began to rule in 747 B. C.), from which date the observations continued till 
Ptolemy*s day; vide Heath’s ' Greek Astronomy ’ p. XIV and pp. 142-143, 
Prof. Neugebauer has recently questioned the claims of Babylonian Kidinnu 
to have discovered the precession of the equinoxes (in JAOS for 1950, 
vol. 70 pp. 1-8) and Morris Jastrow (Jr.) in ‘ Hepatoscopy and Astrology* 
contributed to Proceedings of American Philosophical Society vol. XLVII at 
p. 671 appears to have done the same before him. Sarton (in JAOS vol. 75 
No. 3 p. 169) supports Prof. Neugebauer, though he admits that some of the 
Babylonian observations made it easier for Hipparchus to discover precession 
of equinoxes. 


739 . 

w siNk: I wedC Mf??w 

t I. 3-4. It is said here that and 

commented upon by that the Suryasiddhanta is most accurate, 

Paulisa is accurate and Romaka approaches it in accuracy and that Vasistha 
and Pitamaha are far from accurate. Thibaut (in Intro, to 
pp, XLIX-L ) holds that Pauli^—siddbanta known to Utpala (about 96€ 
AD.) was different from the one known to Varahamihira, that both Remain 
and Pauli^ known to Varaha could not be placed later than 400 A. 

(Intro, p. XXXIII). 
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first place no Indian work of the Siddhanta class admits that any 
Yavana knowledge was at the basis of the Indian astronomy nor 
do these ancient Sanskrit works on astro7iomy set out any large 
number of purely astronomical terms of Greek origin as Varaha 
does in astrology. The subjects to be dealt with in the Pancasid- 
dhantika are set out in chap. I. verses 5-7 and there is hardly 
any word therein that can be said to be originally Greek, 
Eeliance is placed by Weber and others on the fact that two 
of the five Siddhantas the characteristics of which are sum¬ 
marised by Varahamihira in his Karana^^ called Panca- 
siddhantika are designated Eomaka an I Paulisa and it is 
argued that this clearly suggests Greek influence. One should 
like to know the number of purely Greek astronomical words 
employed in the Siddhantas ( older than Varaha) and different 
from the 36 or 37 Greek words said to have been employed in 
Sanskrit astrology by Varaha and others. Conceding for 
argument that Eomaka stands for the Alexandrian school that 
does not prove Greek influence on the Siddhantas. There is 
hardly any evidence to show that any medieval work or calendar 
in India followed or was based mainly upon the data of the 
Eomaka.’^^ The length of its year is 365 days, 5 hours, 55 
minutes and 13 seconds which exactly agrees with the deter¬ 
mination of the extent of the year given by Hipparchus and 
accepted by Ptolemy (Thibaut in Grundriss p. 42). The 
rules set up by Varaha for ahargav-'i according to Eomaka give 
results for the meridian of Yavanapura (and not for that of 
UjjayinI). It did not occur to any Western scholar so far that 
the Eomaka-siddhanta being in Sanskrit was most probably 
composed by some Greek settled in India familiar with 

740. Difference is made between a siddhanta work and a karana. The 
latter is a compendious astronomical work which does not discuss astrono¬ 
mical theories at length (as the siddhantas do ) and furnishes a set of 
concise and approximately correct rules for the quick performance of the 
more important astronomical computations. 

741. Not only was the Romaka not followed, but a comparatively early 
writer Brahmagupta (born 598 A. D.) condemns it as beyond the pale of 

^*1*WWr^n I- 13 quoted by S. B. Dikshit in I. A vol. 19 pp. 

133-142, where Mr. Dikshit contends that the Romaka summarised in the 
Pancasiddhantika is different from the Romaka of SrTsena and that the 
former was composed before 150 A D. 

742. The PauH^-siddhanta is supposed by Weber to have been 
borrowed from Paulus Alexandrinus (4th century A. D,). Kern (preface 

(Continued on next page ) 
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Sanskrit as well as with the Greek or Alexandrian astronomy 
that preceded Ptolemy and probably oven Hipparchus and thafe 
therefore Varaha gave a summary of it in his karana^ just as in 
his famous work on Astrology, the Brhajjataka, he mentions the 
views of the Yavanas and frequently differs from them. 'Further 
Varaha is generous in his appreciation of Greek astrolo^’^ 
‘Yavanas are indeed Mlecchas and this sastra is well cultivated 
(or established) among them; even they (the Yavanas)* are 
honoured as if they were sages. What need it be said about a 
brahmana well-versed in Astrology (he will be honbtired 
much more)’. The word ‘sastra’ in this verse when ^ad 
along with ‘ daivavid’ in the 2nd half must be taken in the sense 

( Continued from last page ) • ’S 

to Br. S. p. 49 ) rebukes Weber for proceeding to this conclusion on Ihe 
slender ground of the identity of name, but Kern himself feels that Panliii 
was a Greek. D. E. Smith in * History of Mathematics * ( ed. of 19^2; vol. 

I. p« 145 ) avers that Greek .scholars settled in India after Alexander's time. 
In my paper on * Yavanesvara and Utpala ' contributed to the J. S. B, 
R. A. S. vol. 30 parts 1 and 2 pp. 1-S I refer to two extensive worlds on 
astrology in several thousands of fine Upajati and Indravajra verses com¬ 
posed by Sphujidhvaja and Mlnaraja, both of whom claim to be the over¬ 
lords of Yavanas. The Besnagar column Vai^ava inscription on the 
Garudadhvaja in honour of Vasudeva by Heliodora, a devotee of V^sndeva 
and son of Diya and hailing from Xak^^la (Taxila) who was a Yona 
(Yavana) ambassador of king Antalikita (Antalkidas) to the court of king 
Bhagabhadra shows how even high-placed Greeks became devotees of 
Vasudeva, settled in India and got the inscription engraved not in Greek nlor 
in bilingual characters, but in the Indian language and lipi. Vide W. W Tam 
in ‘ Greeks in Bactria and India ' pp. 313-14, 380-81, 390-91 for Greeks 
knowing Indian languages, for many Greeks becoming Indianized and 

J. R. A. S. for 1909 pp. 1053-1056, 1087-1094, J. B, B. R. A. S. vd. 
23 p. 104 and I. H. Q. vol, VIII {for 1932) p. 611 for the Besnagar 
Inscription. 

743, f| ^ 

IIII. 15 (Kern). Alberuni (Sachau, vol. I.p. 23) refers to this 
verse, in qxiWR IV, 1.49 twelve words ( 

are mentioned to most of which the aflSx is added in the sense of 

* Wife The word is an exact reproduction of the word Ionia, wMcfi 
was originally a strip of mountainous coast in Asia Minor about 20 to'30 
miles broad. There is nothing to show, as Western writers are fond bf 
that PaninI refers to Alexander and the Greeks that came with and after Win, 
Miletus was in the 6th century B. C. the richest city in the Greek irorld. 
In P^ini’s days meant the wife of a yavana while in Kat3rayana*s 

days meant only the yavana alphabet. Later on all Greeks came to 

be called lonians. Vide Will Durant in * Life of Greece ' (1939) p. 134, 
Sarton in ' A History of Science ' p. 162. 
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of ‘hora-sastra But Varaha nowhere pays a similar compliment 
to Yavanas about their proficiency in Astronomy and Mathe¬ 
matics. This would suggest that in astronomy he did not 
rate them high or did not think they had anything special to 
impart to' Indians or at least he did not base his astronomical 
theories on the works of Greek astronomers. He hardly ever 
employs any Greek words that are not already employed in-his 
work on astrology. 

Thibaut (Grundriss, p. 42 ) holds that the name Pulisa has 
decidedly a non-Indian appearance. One fails to understand 
why these learned writers are so positive about a certain name 
being non-Jndian. We have in Sanskrit such ancient names 
as Pulastya,^^^ Pulaha, Paulastya (for Kubera) which cont^n 
most of the elements of the word Pulisa and are very similar to 
it. ‘ Even in these days Hindus bear such names as Nabobsingh. 
The siddhantas are called Paitamaha and Paulisa because 
they were deemed to have been composed by Pitamaha and 
Pulisa. Alberuni, Thibaut says, traces the name Pulisa to a 
Greek author Paulus; but Alberuni who was familiar with both 
Indian and Greek authors might have committed a mistake, as 
even such a scholar as Weber, whose vast reading and pheno¬ 
menal industry are a marvel, was misled by mere similarity in 
nanie and one recalls what was said in the drama Sakuntala by 
the attendant of Sakuntala’s little son that the child was misled 
by the similarity of names. Thibaut himself admits that it 
cannot be proved that the Paulisa siddhanta is related to the 
work of the Greek astrologer Paulus. Paulisa-siddhanta appears 
to have restricted itself mostly to astronomical matters. We 
have seen (p. 488) that the Paitamaha-siddhanta was composed 
about 80 A. D. Therefore, that Siddhanta could not have borrowed 
anything from Ptolemy (150 A. D.). Prof. Neugebauer again 
has no doubt that the original impetus to scientific Hindu 


744. Pulastya is quoted about a dozen times by Apararka ( first half of 
12tli century A. D.) and about three dozen times by the Smrticandrika (first 
half of 13 th century A, D.) as a writer on Smrti and Pulaha also is quoted as 
a Smrti writer by the latter work. Manu I. 35 speaks of Pulastya and Pulaha 
as two of the ten sons of Prajapati. Pulastya and Pulaha are two of the 
seven sages (in Br. S. 13, 11). 

744 a. Vide 'Journal of Near Eastern Studies' vol. IV, atp. 30 (Prof. 
Neugebauer on * History of Ancient Astronomy *). Whitney ^so (Surya- 
siddhanta in J. A. O. S. vol. VI. p. 474-75) suggested that it was pre-PtoIemaic 
astronomy that was transmitted to India and Prof. Neugebauer, relying 
(Continued on next page ) 
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astronomy came from Hellenistic astronomy, since he thinks 
that the use of the eccentric-epicyclic model alone is sufficient 
proof. But he is inclined to hold that the period of reception 
lies between Hipparchus and Ptolemy and hopes that a 
systematic study of Hindu astronomical works might reveal 
information about pre-PtoIemaic Greek astronomy no longer 
preserved in available Greek sources. It is doubtful whether 
that hope will ever be fulfilled. If ancient Indians were capable 
of analysing the elements of the Sanskrit language and raising 
such a system as Panini’s, if they could plumb the depths of the 
human mind and create a mental discipline like the Yoga, if 
they carefully noted centuries before Christ the parts of the 
glottis and other organs in the mouth in the production of the 
letters of their language and produced the Pratisakhyas and 
Siksa works, if they could create a fable literature and invent 
the game of chess and make a gift of these two to the whole of 
mankind, if their knowledge of Algebra was of a superior order 
(vide Colebrooke’s Essays, vol. II. at p. 446 and Cajori’s * a 
History of Elementary Mathematics’ pp. 93-101), if they invented 
the decimal place value system for numbers and propagated 
it and the sign for a zero to Europe through the Arabs in the 12th 
century A. D., there is hardly any compelling reason for saying 
that it would not have been possible for them to arrive at their 
own eccentric and epicycle system (of which Prof. Neugebauer 
makes so much) independently of any other people to explain the 


( Continued from last page ) 

only on a few translated Sanskrit texts, probably repeats what Whitney 
suggested without any substantial evidence. Prof. Neugebauer in J. A. O. S. 
vol. 70 (1950) p. 7 admits that scholars are very far from a real insight into 
the development of Hellenistic astronomy before Ptolemy. In his review of 
the work on Indian studies by Professors Kenou and FilHozat Prof. 
Neugebauer seems to hold that the discussion of Greek influence on Hindu 
astronomy and mathematics is of very little interest, since most of the Greek 
material was well known in Mesopotamia in the middle of the 2nd millenium 
B. C. and might have spread from Mesopotamia towards the east (vide 
•Archives Internationales d'Histoire des Sciences* for April—June 1955 
at p. 170). 

744 b. Mesopotamians used 60 as their basic number instead of 10. 
With them each position counted for 60 and not for ten, 123 in our decimal 
place value system is equal to 1 x 10® + 2 X 10' plus 3. A similar notation 
in Mesopotamia would give 60® + 2 X 60' plus 3 = 3723. For numbcrl 
below 60 the notation was clumsy as a dividing line had to be used for the 
tens and integers. 
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supposed motions of the Sun, the Moon and the planets round 
the earth. 

One more observation must be made here. The Yedahga- 
Jyotisa^^^ says ‘The sun and the moon start towards the 
north in the month of Magha at the beginning of Sravistha (i. e. 
Dhanistha) and the Sun starts towards the south in the middle 
of Aslesa in the month of Sravana’ i. e. winter solstice was in 
the beginning of Dhanistha. In the Brhatsamhita Varahamihira 
tells us that in his day the two aijmias of the Sun took place at 
the beginning of Karkataka and of Makara respectively, that 
indeed at some time in the past Uttarayaria began at the 
beginning of Dhanistha and daksiimjana commenced in the 
middle of Aslesa and that therefore it was so declared in 
former sastras. This shows that, between about 505 A. D. when 
Varaha planned and probably wrote his Pahca-siddhantika and 
the observation contained in the Vedanga-Jyotisa, the commen¬ 
cement of Daksinayana had shifted from the middle of Aslesa 
to the last quarter of Punarvasu i. e. in all about 25 degrees and 
20 minutes. Varahamihira makes no effort to explain this. It is 
therefore quite reasonable to argue that he was probably not 
aware of the theory of the precession of the equinoxes. Autho¬ 
rities are not in complete agreement as to the yearly extent of 
precession. Taking it at 50*2 seconds per year, the total number of 
years between Varaha and the date of the observation in Vedahga 
Jyotisa would be about 1673 and deducting 505 years (the time 
of Varaha’s epoch for a siddhanta calculation) the observation 
would refer itself to about 1168 B. C. If Varaha and his prede¬ 
cessors had borrowed scientific astronomy directly from the 
Greeks, they should have been quite aware of the precession of 


(of ), verse 6 ( and 7 of ) >, 

means which the 

presiding deity is serpents. refers to similar 

works. The (U* 21 p. 9 ) refers to this : 

t « • 'Ve find in the 

^ passage almost identical with verse 7, viz. 

(26,29). The 

words form a half 3 ?ge^ verse. 



520 


History of Dharmaiastra [ Sec. II, Ch. XV 


equinoxes, since precession is said to have been discovered hj 
Hipparchus, and was adopted by Ptolemy 

This consideration has special force in view of the fact that 
Varaha believed that the constellation of the Saptarsis (Ursa 
Major) was in the Maghas at the time when Yudhisthira ruled, 
that that star group remains for one hundred years in each of 
the 27 naksatras and that therefore to complete one cycle 
through all naksatras the star group of Saptarsis required 
2700 years.’^ 

There are other serious difiSculties also in holding that the 
Sanskrit scientific astronomical treatises were acquainted with or 
borrowed from Ptolemy’s work. Numerous discrepancies in essen¬ 
tial matters exist between Ptolemy’s work and Hindu astrononiical 
works such as the assignment of different dimensions to the 
epicycles of the planets by Ptolemy and by Hindu writers. There¬ 
fore, it is altogether improbable that the Hindu works were 
directly based on Ptolemy’s work. Nor is there any direct evidence 
to show that Hindu works were based on Hipparchus or the works 

745 a. Vide 'Greek Astronomy* by Heath p. 611 and Prof.'Neuge* 
bauer in Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. IV. p. 24. In the?Poona 
Orientalist vol. VIII. pp. 68-80 Mr. Raja Rao endeavours to prove that 
ancient Pravargya legend is based on a knowledge of the precession of 
the equinoxes. In the first place, too much has to be taken for granted 
to make that thesis probable and in the 2nd place it would have to be 
admitted that precession, though known in the Vedic age, was forgotten 
before the times of Varabamihira who is apparently ,not aware of it. . .Prof. 
K. y, Abhyankar (in Dhruva commemoration vol. HI. pp. 155-164 ) tries to 
show that ‘precession of the equinoxes’ had been discovered in India in 
ancient times, but his arguments are far-fetched and not at all convinciiig. 

746. I 

^ ^ Several puranas mention 

that the Saptarsis were in Magha at the time of Pariksit and that 
they are in one naksatra for a hundred years. Vide 99. 421-23, 

273. 42-44; on ^ 13. 3-4, quotes a verse of Vrddha Garga 
who is earlier by some centuries than 3 

trsnat <1155% fai: n.” are the deity of *nfr. In the 
IV. 33. 34 it is said that at the time of king Pariksit the Saptarsis 
were in Magha nak^tra. In 13. 2 qtTW promises that he would follow 

the doctrines of about the motion of Saptarsis (Ursa Major). Accord¬ 

ing to the Salyaparva of the Mahabharata (chap. 37. 14-15 ) Vrddha-Garga 
was an adept in the computation of time and in auspicious and inauspicions 
phenomena and a holy place on the Sarasvatl river was named Gargasrotas, 
which Balarama is said to have visited. Therefore, Vrddhagarga must havf 
preceded Varaha by many centuries. 
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of other Greek writers. No such Greek works are now available 
nor are even Greek elementary manuals of astronomers available 
which can be said to agree with Hindu scientific works. That 
an extensive Sanskrit literature on astronomy has perished is 
clear from Varaha-mihira’s works and Utpala’s quotations in 
his commentaries on the Br. S. and Brhaj-jataka. Modern 
Western writers would do well to observe at least for the present 
a non-committal attitude instead of repeating ad nauseum that 
Hindu scientific astronomy was derived from Greeks on slender 
similarities between the two systems and on obscure and ill- 
understood passages and extracts in old astronomical works 
(vide E. Burgess in J. A. O. S. vol. VI at p. 480). 

After having briefly indicated the astronomical knowledge 
to be gathered from Vedic works, it is now necessary to show 
that astrological knowledge is also found in the Vedic texts from 
the oldest times. The human mind is very curious to know the 
future and is very prone to regard certain days, times and 
appearances as auspicious or favourable and others as inauspici¬ 
ous. Various means were adopted by ancient peoples to pry into 
the future. The word astrology is now generally understood^^^ to 
mean the predictions about what would befall an individual 
based on the configurations of the Sun, the moon and the planets 
at the time of his birth. But this was not the sense or at least 
the only sense in which the word was used in very ancient times. 
Astrology known to us from the ancient Assyrians was concerned 
almost wholly with the interpretation of celestial phenomena 
and planetary configurations and the predictions about the 
immediate future in relation to the country, its people, its 
government or king, in such matters as the crops, floods, storms, 
invasions or other calamities. The events in the heavens, in the 
sky and even on the earth were supposed to intimate the 
thoughts of the gods, and to convey indications about impending 
happenings. This may be called natural astrology. Horoscopic 
astrology is a later development. Predictions were also derived by 
skilled diviners from various other happenings such as dreams, 
the flight and cries of birds, and the interpretation of the 
mysterious signs on the livers of the sheep killed in sacrifices 
to gods in Babylon and Rome. _ 

747. Vide Frankfort’s ‘Cylindrical seals ’ p. 157, Prof. Neugebaucr In 
E. S. A. p, 163. 

748. Vide Breasted in 'Ancient Times' p. 175, Cambridge Ancient 
History vol. 1. p. 409. This lore called ' Hepatoscopy* does not appear to 

(Continued on next page) 


H. D. 66 
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The first thing that we notice is that even in the Hgveda we 
have frequent references to ‘ auspiciousness of days ’ (sudinatve 
ahnam) in Bg. III. 8.5, III, 23.4, VII. 88.4, X. 70.1, (‘sudinatvam- 
ahnam’ in Hg. II. 21. 6 and ‘ sudinesvahnam ’ in Bg. IV. 37.1). 
A few of these may be translated here. ‘Olndra! establish 
amongst us abundance of wealth, freedom from injury to our 
bodies, sweetness of speech and luckiness of days’ (Hg. II. 21.6); 
* (The sacrificial post) when planted on an auspicious day goes 
prospering in the sacrifice attended by many men ’ (Eg. III. 8.5); 


(Continued from last page ) 

have been developed in India. Vide * Hepatoscopy and Astrology in 
Babylonia and Assyria’, a paper in the Proceedings of the American Philoso¬ 
phical Society, vol. XLVII, pp. 646‘‘676. Divination is either voluntary or 
involuntary. In the former marked arrows were used ( apparently referred to 
in Ezekiel 21. 21) or birds were sent out and the directions in which they flew 
were noted and interpreted or such things as dipping buds or flowers in water 
and placing them at the feet of the images of gods in India and noting 
whether the flowers on the right or left side fell down first. Involuntary 
divination depends on all kinds of signs, phenomena and happenings that 
force themselves on one’s attention such as aspects of the sun, the moon, 
planets, lightning and clouds, dreams, chirping of birds and falling of 
lizards on one s body and the like. The Babylonian and Assyrian priests 
attached to temples made very extensive collections of omens and portents, 
but the interpretations almost exclusively concerned general welfare (viz, 
crops, pestilence, war, famine, plenty Ac.) and if an individual was referred 
to it was only the king. The theory underlying hepatoscopy was that the 
animal offered was assimilated to the deity and the soul of the animal entered 
into the inner being of the god. The seat of life and of the soul was 
supposed to be the liver. The chief parts of the liver were the right and left 
lower lobes. Among the Romans the heart and lungs also were examined, 
the right representing the favourable side and left the unfav^ourable side. 
The priests did not hesitate to announce to the king unfavourable results and 
applied their systems consistently. Astrology represented a comparatively 
more scientific view of the universe. The planets came to be regarded as 
gods even in the oldest astrological texts in which the five planets were 
identified with the chief gods of the Babylonian pantheon, viz. Jupiter with 
Marduk, Venus with Ishtar, Saturn with Ninib, Mercury with Nebo and 
Mars with Nergal, Jupiter {=Marduk p. 654) being always mentioned first. 
It was believed that through the planets and stars one can see gods at work* 
Prognostications varied according to the season or month of the year and the 
day. The Greek astrology offered a great contrast to the Babylonian, since 
in the former the individual came to be all in all. The Greek astronomers 
obtained from the Babylonians the names for the constellations of the 
eclipitic, which are used even now in Europe, Vide Jastrow’s * Religion of 
Babylon and Assyria ’ p. 370 for identification of Marduk, Ishtar and other 
Babylonian gods with planets and p. 371 for the fact that Ishtar (Venns) 
figures most prominently among the preserved astrological texts and 
• Babylonian and Assyrian Religion' by S. H. Hooke pp. 24-30, 
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*OAgnil I establish thee on the best place of the earth (the 
uttaravedi ), the place of worship and for libation, securing lucki¬ 
ness of day; may you shine opulently on the (river) Drsadvatl, 
on the concourse of people, on the river Apaya and on Sarasvatl 
(Pg. in. 23.4)749^ 

There are several other passages in which a wish is expressed 
that the days would be auspicious or lucky for sacrificers etc. 
Vide Bg. IV. 4. 7, V. 60.5, VII. 11. 2, VH. 18. 21,1.124.2 (May 
new dawns like the past ones shine for us with wealth and lucky 
days), X. 39.12.717^ 

It has already been seen above (note 726) that in Bgvedic 
times cows were driven (by way of dowry) to the bridegroom’s 
house on Aghas (Maghas) and the bride was carried in a chariot 
to the bridegroom’s house after the marriage on the Arjuni (or 
Phalguni) naksatra. In accordance with this the naksatras on 
which marriage should be celebrated are enumerated in the 
Baud. gr. as Eohini, Mrgasirsa, Uttara-Phalguni and Svati. 

It has already been shown above (on p. 506) how Agnyddheya 
(the setting up of the sacred fires) was to be performed on 
one of seven naksatras or in spring, summer and autumn 
according to the varna (class) of the performer (vide Kathaka 
S. 8.1, Sat. Br. II. 1.2, Tai. Br. 1.1.2.6~7). But an exception was 
recognized in the case of one performing a Soma sacrifice. It 
was provided that whenever a man had a desire to perform a 
Soma sacrifice he might establish the sacred fires in any season 
and that would bring prosperity to him.75®. 

In ancient Vedic passages no clear line of demarcation 
appears between what may be called natural astrology and 


749. qti? 21 , 6; 

stitt arr m. 8 . 5; ^ an 

nr. 23 .4. 

749 a. The Greeks held the waxing moon lucky and the waning moon 
unlucky. Hesiodic system (which is at least several centuries later than the 
Rgveda) furnishes the earliest evidence for lucky and unlucky days, though 
Hesiod admits that there was divergence of opinion on that point. Hesiod 
puts a special ban on the 5 th day of the month, while the 7th day was sacred 
to Apollo in Greece and was held sacred in Babylon also. Vide L. R. arnell 
in * Greece and Babylon ’ p. 294. 

750 3nfr ^ TtR^^siT^rcf I i wi.. l* l. 2 . 8; 

^ ^® 
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individual astrology. For example, in the Tai. it is 

provided that people plough their fields on Anuradha 
naksatra, of which Mitra is the presiding deity. The 
Paraksaragrhya prescribes in the same strain that a man 
should put the ploughshare (in his field) on an auspicious day 
or on Jyestha naksatra of which Indra is the presiding deity 
(and rains are in the hands of Indra). On the other hand, the 
same Brahmana^^^ (Taittiriya) provides that if a man desires 
that his daughter should be dear to her husband be should 
get her married when the moon is in Nistya ( Svatl) naksatra 
and that if he does so his daughter becomes dear to her husband 
and never comes back to her father’s house. The naksatras 
from Krttika to Visakha have been declared to be Devanaksatras 
and whatever rites are performed on them are declared to have 
been performed on a holy day (piimjaha). Even as early as the 
Atharvaveda it appears to have been believed that a boy 
born on Jyestha or on Vicrt (i. e. Mula naksatra) or on a day 
called tiger-like (on an evil or terrible naksatra) might himself 
die or bring about the death of his father or mother. The two 
Verses may be translated as follows: ‘ (the boy) is born on 
Jyesthaghni (i. e. Jyestha) or on Vicrt which belongs to Yama; 
guard him against being uprooted; may (Agni) take him 
beyond all evil results in order that he may reach the long life 
of a hundred autumns. This valiant son was born on a tiger-like 
day and naksatra; may he not, while he grows, kill his father 
or his mother that gave him birth.’ 

Thus it appears that some naksatras were called puny^ 
(auspicious or holy) as in Tai. Br. I. 5. 2.1 or m. 1, 2.8, while 


751. WT. I. 8. 4. 2; 
n. 13. 

752. ^ ^ SitcTc ftvT m ^ 3 

I WT. I. 5.2. This very passage is quoted in the aqq. I. 3, 
3-5 {m i 

and in 1.12. 

^ 753. ^ i 

m n ii ar^ilo vi. no. 2-3. ^id^iK4i^ 

occurs in Rg. Vll. 101.6 and X. 161. 2-3. is loc. dual of Vide 

I aiul* H. 8. i; 

compare also HI. 7.4 and VI. 121. 3. The Kauakasutra (46.25 ) prescribes 
3nrfo (VI. 110) as a hymn to be repeated in a Santi rite for one bom on 
an evil nakutra. 
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Some others (like Jyestha, Mula) were held to be papa (evil) 
naksatras. 

Prom a passage in the Br. Up. it appears that certain 
naksatras were called male “ if a man desires * May I reach 
greatness ’ he should observe milk diet for twelve days beginning 
in the northward passage of the Sun, in the bright half of a 
month and on a favourable day he offers into the fire on a male 
naksatra &c. ” 

Prom the above examples it will be apparent that prognos¬ 
tications were based in very early Vedic times on the naksatras 
either of birth or on naksatras deemed auspicious or inauspicious. 
Pusya appears to have been regarded as a very auspicious 
naksatra long before Panini, who mentions another name of it 
as ‘ Sidhya But in these early times it does not appear that 
any rules had been arrived at about the influence of planets 
(except perhaps of Jupiter in Pusya) in certain naksatras or 
about horoscopes with planets in naksatras or raiis (signs of 
the zodiac) or in certain ‘houses*. In those days prognostica¬ 
tions were confined mainly to naksatras, days and natural 
phenomena and bodily marks. Por example, Panini I. 4. 39 
(‘ ^) provides a rule for a diviner considering the 

good or bad luck of a person. The explains * t^vt: 

\ ^ ^ i m 

2?: IIn qif^ IV. 3. 73 ‘ * 

it is provided that the af5x (and not 5 ^) is applied in the 
sense of ‘ ^ ’ or ‘ ’ to the words in the 

which contains among others the words 3TWT^» 

(i. e. and would mean * one who expounds the 

future consequences indicated by i. 6. earthquake &c. and 
throbbing &c.). Under HI. 2.53 the gives the 

examples qiFr^ (line on the palm). 

We find from certain verses of the Bgveda that the cries of 
such birds as kapinjala were deemed even in those ancient times 


* 1^* compare a dmJIar 

passage in V. 2. 4-9 and g-. II. 3. In later times there was 

some difference of opinion as to male nakstras : on I* 

1.5 says ‘ qJsqqff ' 

while I. p. 17 quotes from TRsihg ‘Wft SWWI 

qii^ ' 
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to indicate coming events, auspicious or otherwise; ‘(the 
bird) crying again and again and voicing (indicating) coming 
event sends forth his speech as an oarsman propels a boat; 
O bird! may you be auspicious to us and may no unfavourable 
sign reach you from any quarter; O bird 1 may you that are 
auspicious and whose cry forebodes good cry to the south of 
(our) houses; may no thief master us nor may any one declare 
that we may meet danger.’ Br. S, 98. 14 provides that birds 
indicate to a person going on a journey the evil results of actions, 
good or evil, done by him in former lives. The Yoga-yatra of 
Varahamihira (chap. 14) and Adbhutasagara pp. 569-582 deal 
at length with sakuna (prognostications from the sight, flight 
or cries of birds and other animals). Yogayatra (14. 2 and 26) 
provides that certain birds and animals when they are to the 
right or southern side of a man starting on a journey indicate 
auspicious results and that when a casa bird with something in 
its mouth flies to the right side of a man that is an indication 
of welfare. 

The result of the dependence on ideas of lucky and unlucky 
days and naksatras was that some people began to make 
observations and deduce conclusions and a lore called ‘ naksatra- 
«vidya’ arose. When Narada approached the great teacher 
Sanatkumara for knowledge, the latter questioned him as to 
what he already knew and then Narada enumerated a long list 
of lores ( including 756 the four Vedas, Itihasa-purana), one of 
which is *naksatravidya’ (‘the science of naksatras’ i. e. 
astronomy and astrology). It can be easily imagined how 
credulous people in ancient times as even in these days con¬ 
sulted those who professed to know what the stars foretold and 
were often deceived or felt frustrated. Hence arose even in 
early times a prejudice against star-gazers, astrologers and the 


^ II. 42. 1 and 3. The first verse 
is explained in the IX. 4. The III. 10. 9 prescribes that one 

on hearing the unpleasant cries of birds should recite inaudibly the two 
hymns Rg. II. 42 and 43. The word occurs only once in the 

compare ‘ jff ^ iRrt m \» I. 20.1, 

V. 3 6. 


^ ••• i grr. vil, i, 2; also an. 


VII. 7 . 1 . 
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like. One of the earliest references to this prejudice against star¬ 
gazers in Sanskrit literature is found in the Tai. Br. III. 4.4 and 
Vaj. S. 30.10 and 20, where the^^’ ‘ naksatradarsa’ (star-gazer) is 
made over as a victim to prajnana and tha ‘ ganaka’ (calculator 
of the movements of stars and planets) is consigned to aquatic 
animals along with the headman of the village. Among the long 
list of brahmanas that should not be invited for religious rites in 
honour of gods or in sraddJms, Manu (III. 162 ) includes one who 
maintains himself by the practice of astrology (naksatrair- 
yasca jivati) and in (VI. 50) Manu prohibits ascetics from 
desiring to secure alms by foretelling the results of portents 
(like earth-quakes) or of bodily ^58 movements (such as the 
throbbing of the eye or arm ) or by naksatravidya ( astrology ) 
or ahgavidija (palmistry) or by casuistry or by telling what the 
sastra ordains on a (disputed) point. The ancient sutras of 
Harita and of Sahkhalikhita declare that a naksatrajivin (one 
who lives by practising astrology) and a ‘ naksatradesavxtti ’ 
(who makes his livelihood by conveying the message of naksa- 
tras) respectively are unfit to sit in a row with other brahmanas 
(q. by Krtyakalpataru on sraddha p. 88). Similarly, Sumantu 
(in a prose passage q. on sraddha by Krtyakalpataru p. 91) 
states the same about a ‘ mulyasamvatsarika ’ (who practises 
astrology for money). The Visnudharma-sutra (chap. 82.7 ) 
includes those who maintain themselves by astrology (naksatra^ 
jivinah) among those who are not to be invited for sraddha 
rites. Similarly, the Tevijjasutta ( S. B. E. vol. XL pp. 196-197) 
and Mahasila in Dighanikaya (I. p. 68 ) condemn for Buddhist 
monks maintenance by such low arts as guessing at the length 
of a man’s life or by foretelling future events ( such as eclipses, 
falling meteors, victory and defeat &c.). But the mere study 
of constellations is allowed by Buddha (in S. B. E. voL XX. 
pp. 292-294). Among obstacles to gain^^ Kautilya enumerates 

757. ^ 1 30. 10; 

\ 30. 20 . in the Puru^medha the star¬ 

gazer is assigned to ‘prajnana* (in order that he may collect thorough 
knowledge ) and the ganaka to aquatic animals (like sharks or crocodiles ), 

758. H t 

JTg VI. 50 X. 21. In the * rgayanadigana (iTT. IV. 

3.73 ) the enumerates 

759. 9Rm: 1 

I 3T0wf: 

chapter p. 351 ( Sham shastri's ed. of 1919). 



528 


History of Dharmaiastra [ Sec. II, Ch. XV 


many such matters as passion of love, anger, timidity and desire 
to find out an auspicious tithi and naksatra’ and winds up with 
two fine verses characteristic of the great genius that placed 
Candragupta Maurya on the throne of Magadha : ‘ The desired 
object {or wealth) eludes that childish man that is excessively 
in search of what the stars portend: for the desired object is 
(itself) the star that governs (success) in securing it; what 
will stars do ? Men striving (to attain their ends ) will secure 
their objects after hundreds of efforts; wealth is caught by 
wealth just as elephants are bound by other elephants (opposed 
to them )/ From the above it is quite clear that several centuries 
before Christ an astrologer ( who maintained himself on money 
acquired by the practice of astrology) was very much condemned. 

What Kautilya regards as reprehensible is extreme reliance 
on and pursuit of naksatra astrology, but it is not to be 
supposed that he ignored prognostications altogether. About 
the king’s purohita (priest) he lays down the following^®® 
* the king should appoint as priest a person whose family and 
character are highly spoken of, who has well studied the Veda 
together with the six angasy the divine and other portents and 
the science of the government of people and who can prevent 
divine and human calamities by means contained in the 
Atharvaveda, the king should follow him as a pupil does his 
teacher or a son his father or a servant his master.’ Yaj. (1. 313), 
who is later than Kautilya by some centuries, also lays down in 
almost identical words that ‘ the king should appoint as purohita 
one who is proficient in astrology, endowed with all requirements 
declared in sastras, and is proficient in the science of govern¬ 
ment and the propitiatory and magic rites of the Atharvaveda*. 

Another set of texts indicates another stage in the develop¬ 
ment of astrology based on naksatras, which seems to have been 
somewhat on the lines of the later horoscopic system of * houses *. 
Traces of it exist though they are not very ancient. The 
Vaikhanasasmarta^^^ sutra (IV. 14) refers to naksatras called 
Janma, Karma, Sahghatika, Samudayika and Vainasika and 
these terms are explained in the Yogayatra of Varaha and in the 


I I. 9. pp. 15-16; compare I. 313 


761. The date of the Vaikhanasasmartasutra is a difficult problem, 
it lies probably between 200 B.C. to 200 A. D. 


but 
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Visnudharmottara-puranaJ^^ The Yogayatra remarks’^ ‘the 
naksatra on which a man is born is called Mya ( first), the tenth 
from it (from adya ) is called kirma^ the 16th naksatra from the 
adya is called ‘ sahghatika ’ (pertaining to a group or a collection 
of human beings), the 18th (from adya) is called Samudaya 
(collection) and the 23rd (from adya) is called Vainasika (lit* 
pertaining to death or destruction), the 25th (from adya) is 
called vidnasa (pertaining to the mind); in this way all persons 
are concerned with six naksatras (1st, 10th, 16th, 18th, 23rd and 
25th); they say that the king is concerned with nine naksatras, 
the three additional ones being those connected with his jdti 
(caste), his country and with the naksatra on the day of his 
coronation. The Yogayatra and Visnudharmottara (I. 78. 
14-16) further provide ‘when the naksatra of one’s birth 
is affected by evil (star or aspect) the results are the 
appearance of disease, loss of money, and disputes; 
if the naksatra called karma is affected then one’s under¬ 
takings do not succeed; if the Sahghatika (I6th) is affected 
then there is treachery; when the Samudayika (18th) is affected 
there is loss of accumulated wealth; when the Vainasika (23rd) 
is affected, one’s desired objects perish; when Manasa (25th) is 
affected, there is anxiety and unhappiness. The Narada- 
purana,’^^ after defining the above, remarks that one should not 
commence any auspicious act on these. When the (six) 
naksatras are not affected ( by evil stars or aspects) a person is 
healthy, enjoys happiness, his body is well-nourished and he is 
endowed with wealth; but if the six naksatras are affected he 


762. 

I * 

IV. 14, (ed. by Caland ). 

hI; I 

TTPT^H 

1 iT i g gr'^f IX. 1-3 and 10. These occur in folio 

50a verses 780-81. 84,85, IV. 14-15 (MS. in Bhau Daji Collection) 

are similar to irtn’gnu IX. 1-2. 
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perishes and the king also (meets the same fate) if the six along 
with the extra three are affected. When’^ the naksatra on 
which a king was crowned is affected by evil planets or aspects, 
one should predict loss of the kingdom, if the naksatra of the 
country is affected trouble to the country and capital is indicated 
and if the naksatra of the king’s caste is affected then one 
should predict king’s illness. The naksatras according to the 
caste of the king are as follows the three Purvas (PhalgunI, 
Purvasadha and Purvabhadrapada) and Krttika are naksatras 
of the king of the brahmana class; the three Uttaras (Uttara 
Phalguni, Uttarasadha and Uttarabhadrapada ) and Pusya are 
naksatras for a king of the ksatriya caste; Revatl, Anuradha, 
Magha and Rohini, of agricultural class; Punarvasu, Hasta, 
Abhijit and Asvini are naksatras of the rank (trader) class. 
The countries governed by the naksatras are set out in chap. 14 
of the Brhat-sarhhita. Herein Varaha differs from Ptolemy in 
two respects:(1) Varaha does not mention countries governed 
by rasis, but countries governed by naksatras; (2) Varaha 
confines himself to India, while Ptolemy in his Tetrabiblos (II. 3 
pp. 157-159, Loeb Classical Library) deals with all countries 
then known. This is an important circumstance against the 
theory that Varaha’s astrology is borrowed from Ptolemy or later 
Greek writers. If he had known Ptolemy’s work he could have 
easily followed him even as to countries outside India. The 
whole of India is divided into nine parts, the Madhyadesa and 
the regions in the eight quarters from the East to the North-east, 
each part being under groups of three naksatras from Krttika on¬ 
wards. Vide also Visnudharmottara I. 86.1-9. When the group 
of three naksatras in each of nine divisions is affected by the 
Sun, Mars or Saturn, the countries falling under any of the three 
naksatras of the group suffer calamities. The Markandeya- 
purana (chap. 58.10-54 in B. I. edition, chap. 55 in Vehkatesvara 
Press edition) also specifies the countries in the nine groups, 
but the names differ to some extent. There is some divergence 

WII I. 87. 17-18. 

765. The (15. 28-30IX. 5-7) specifies the naksatras 

of brahmana, ksatriya. agriculturists, traders &c. Two may be quoted here; 

compare I. 87. 11-14 for 

verses similar to those in Vide also P* 464 which quote® 

verses on and the other 
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about the nomenclature also. According to Parasara and the 
Visnudharmottara (I. 87. 7) the 4th naksatra from the naksatra 
of birth is called Manasa. A naksatra is said to be affected 
( upahata ) when the Sun or Saturn occupies it or when Mars is 
retrograde in it or occults it or an eclipse ( of the Sun or Moon) 
occurs in it or a meteor strikes it or when the moon continuously 
affects it (by occulting or occupying its middle or goes to the 
southern part of it). The Visnudharmottara (L 89. 1-13), 
Yogayatra IX. 13-18, and Parasara (quoted by the Adbhuta- 
sagara pp. 271-274) prescribe certain santi rites for averting the 
evil effects of the above noted nine naksatras being affected. 

It should be noted that in the astrology depending on 
twelve rdsis and twelve bhacas (places or houses) karma is the 
name given to the 10th house from the first (just as in the case 
of naksatra astrology ) and mrtyu (i. e. vinasa) is the name of 
the 8th hhava. 

The Mahabharata and the Ramayana contain numerous 
passages where the planets in relation to certain naksatras are 
stated to indicate misfortunes to people in general, to warring 
armies and to individuals. A few examples may be cited by 
way of illustration. When in the sanguinary battle between 
Havana and Rama, the fornier seemed to be getting the better 
of Rama, the Ramayana states‘Mercury stood covering the 
RohinI naksatra which is presided over by Prajapati and which 
is the favourite of the moon and thereby indicated evil fortune 
to people’. Similarly, it is said ‘Mars stood covering the 
naksatra Visakha in the sky, which is presided over by Indra 
and Agni and which is the naksatra of the Kosalas In the 
Mahabharata numerous statements are made about the position 
of the planets, the naksatras and tithis, which it is almost 

^ m h ix. 8-9 

= 15. 31-32. 

767. Iq the Malavikagalmitra of Kalidasa the Vidusaka says to the king 
in the 4th Act * astrologers declare that your naksatra is afflicted and 
(therefore) you should release all persons confined in jails 

768. ^ I 

103. 30 and 33. The (5. 5~6) states that 

the country of Kosala was situated on the Sarayu and Ayodhya was its 
capital. the ancestor of mr, is called in IV. 70; vide 

also VII. 34. Acc. to ffcffilHT 14. 8-10, is the first country in the 
south-east, of which an<i are presiding 



532 


History of Dharmaiastra [ Sec. II, Ch. XV 


impossible to reconcile. Vide H. of Dh. vol. III. pp. 903-923 for 
consideration of the astronomical data in the Mahabharata. 
Here we are concerned only with the beliefs about certain omens 
and portents. In the Bhisma-parva we read^^^ ‘ a white celestial 
body stands traversing Citra naksatra; one sees therein specially 
the destruction of the Kurus; a very frightful comet stands 
covering Pusya-naksatra; this great qraha will bring about 
terrible evil to both armies. A white blazing graha resembling 
fire emitting smoke stands covering the bright Jyestha-naksatra 
whose presiding deity is Indra; a cruel comet standing between 
Citra and Svatl afflicts RohinI and the Sun and the Moon’. 

There are several statements about Mars that are more or less 
irreconcilable.^® For example, the Udyogaparva says ‘Mars 
having been retrograde in Jyestha seeks (to reach or afflict?) 
Anuradha presided overbyMitra, as if bringing death’; while 
Bhisma-parva remarks ‘ Mars is retrogade in Magha and Jupiter 
is in Sravana and Saturn afflicts the naksatra presided over by 
Bhaga (i. e. Purva Phalguni). About Saturn several statements 
are made ‘ a refulgent and malignant planet, Saturn, afflicts the 
naksatra (ruled over by Prajapati i. e. RohinI) and will afflict 
people more’; ‘Saturn stands afflicting RohinI’; ‘Jupiter and 
Saturn are near Visakha ’. 

One very remarkable feature of the Mahabharata passages 
Is that while they put forward dozens of times the positions of 
the Sun, the Moon and planets in reference to naksatras, not a 
single passage gives the position of the planets in relation to 
raiis^ the signs of the Zodiac, or week-days ( such as Tuesday, 
Sunday &c.). 

The Atharvana Jyotisa furnishes a somewhat different 
scheme of naksatra astrology. It says;^^ the 10th naksatra from 

769. • arvu# m ^ " 

I ^ n Hf• 

5^^ H 3. 12 . 13 , le, i7, 

770. ^argnut ^ 

143. 9; ^ 1 . ^ 

3. 14, 

771. xn^ntTc^ ff 1 51 ^^: JuRpfti* 

143. 8 ; Rucil THR 2 . 32; 

^ * ^^n^PTT: H hIwT3. 27. 

^ verse 4; it appears that these very names ft**® 

(Continued on next page ) 



Astrology of Athxrvan%-jyotisa 533 

thenaksatra of a man’s birfch is called karma, the 19tli (from 
janma-naksatra) is called garbhadhanaka (naksatraof concep¬ 
tion), the 2nd, 11th and 20th constitute the group called 
sampatkara (bringing about prosperity), the 3rd, 12th and 2lst 
(from janmanaksatra) constitute the group of vipatkara 
(bringing about ill-luck or distress), the 4th, 13th and 22nd are 
called ksemya (causing prosperity), the 5feh, 14th and 23rd are 
called(pra^i/aa?)’, 6th, 15th and 24th constitute (the 
group called) sadhaka (that accomplish), the 7th, 16th and 25th 
are called naidhana (relating to death), the 8th, 17th and 26th 
are maitra (friendly), the 9th, 18th and 27th constitute a highly 
friendly group. These are nine groups (each made up of three 
naksatras from among 27 naksatras and each one in each group 
being separated by the number 9 from the next in the same 
group). These names make a further approach to the scheme of 
twelve Z//?amviz. janma (which corresponds in name and 
import to tanu or lagna ), sampat (corresponds to the 2nd bhava 
called dhana), karma (is same as lOth bhava), naidhana (corresponds 
to 8th bhava called vinasa or mrtyu), maitra (corresponds to the 
4th bhava called suhrt ), ksemya (corresponds to the name of 
the 11th bhava called ay a orlabha). The Atharvana-Jyotisa 
then provides at some length what should be done or not done on 
these nine groups and their constituents. The above mentioned 
words (vipatkara, ksemya &c.) occur also in Brhad-yogayatra 


( Continued from last page ) 
mentioned in quoted by p.203 

I ^ ^ appears to be a misreading for 

sTcvft: the (10* 1^11 ) provides what should be undertaken or 

avoided on the called 3TnjrR, The VpnrraT 34 

(MS in Bhau Daji Collection Bombay Asiatic Society, II. 33 in Mr. 
Jagadish Lai’s Edition) provides that the king should get himself shaved 
on every fifth day but he should avoid the uak^tra of birth and the third, 
fifth and seventh naksatra from that of birth. ^r^T; 
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is probably In IV. 12 is 

773. The twelve names of the bhavas in a horoscope are enumerated in 
I. 15 as follows: * 

^ tin » 
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(folio 5 b, IV. 17), in Visnudharmottara II. 166 at end and in 
the Tantrika work Saradatilaka 

It should be noted that the Atharvana'Jyotisa gives at least 
five names that are the same as the corresponding bhavas in 
extant Jataka works. It is difficult to state the date when the 
extant Atharvana Jyotisa might have been composed. It 
mentions week-days but does not enumerate the twelve zodiacal 
signs, it refers to the doctrine of Bhrgu (9,1.). Verses 1-4 of 
Atharvana Jyotisa (chapter 13) are the same as Manu III. 46-49 ; 
similarly, Atharvana Jyotisa 12. 8-9 are almost the same as 
Manu Iv^. 41-42. It is quite possible that the present text is a 
recast of an older work. In any case the present text of the 
Atharvana Jyotisa cannot be placed earlier than the 2nd or 1st 
century B.G. and may be a little later still But it appears that the 
present Atharvana Jyotisa only collects together the ideas then 
current and therefore the five names (janma, sampat, naidhana, 
mitra and karma) could very well have been current centuries 
before the present Atharvana Jyotisa text. Similarly, it is 
difficult to assign an exact date'.to the Visnu-dharmottara- 
purana. It is in the nature of an encyclopaedia of the then 
knowledge of several lores and its present text may be assigned 
to some period between the 4th and sixth century A. D. 

From the passage of the Brhadaranyka Upanisad (in note 
754) it would be seen how auspicious times were prescribed for 
rites to be performed by an individual. The Brahmanas and 
Kalpasutras prescribed the auspicious naksatras and seasons for 
solemn Vedic sacrifices. The grhya and dliarma sutras pre¬ 
scribed for domestic rites auspicious times, which were either 
the same or similar to those prescribed in the Brahmanas, Br^ 
Up. and the Kalpasutras. A few examples may be cited here. 
The Asvalayana (1.13.1), Apastamba (VI. 14.9), Baudhayana 
(L10. 1) and Paraskara (1.14) and other grhyasutras provide 
that the rite of Pufnsavana (that would produce male issue) was 
to be performed in the third month after conception on Tisya 
(Pusya) naksatra or on a day on which the moon would be in 


rfST w » 

n. 166 at end (in prose); 

t 5 b, iv. 17; 
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a male naksatra.^^^ The Bharadvajagrhya expressly mentions 
Tisya, Hasta, Anuradha, Uttara Bhadrapada as the proper 
naksatras for pumsavana. As regards caula (tonsure ) 
Apastamba-grhya (VI. 16. 3) prescribes that it should be per- 
formed in the third year after birth on Punarvasu naksatra. 
The name of the naksatra may be noted, which literally 
means ‘fresh wealth or new growth.’ The Kausika-sutra 
mentions ‘ papanaksatra ’ (in 46. 25) and purhnaksatra (lucky 
naksatra) in 35. 2. There are varying provisions about 
marriage. The Ap. gr. says that all seasons are proper for 
marriage, excepting the two months of Sisira (viz. Magha and 
Phalguna) and excepting the last month (Asadha) of summer, 
and all naksatras declared to be auspicious.*^^ The sutra also quotes 
an ancient gatha stating that persons for choosing a girl should 
be sent out on Invakas (i e. Mrgasirsa) and then they are greeted 
with success. As regards marriage the Gobhila-grhya provides 
a simple rule that it should be performed on an auspicious 
( purtya ) naksatra, while the Paraskara is more elaborate viz. 
one should take a maiden’s hand in marriage in the northward 
passage of the sun, in the fortnight of the increasing moon, 
on an auspicious day and on Uttara PhalgunI, Hasta, CitrS, 
Uttarasadha, Sravana, Dhanistha, Uttara-bhadrapada, Eevatl, 
ASvinI, Svatl, Mrgasiras and Rohinl naksatras. The 
Baudhayana-grhya declares: all months are proper for 
marriage; some (sages) say that the months of Asadha, 
Magha and Phalguna are to be avoided; the naksatras 
for marriage are Rohinl, Mrgasirsa, Uttara PhalgunI and 
Svatl; while for other auspicious rites the naksatras are 

774 a. I I- 13. 1; am *'• 

I'* ^ 3m 5^^ Tn% ^ ^ ^ * 

I. 21. Vide note 754 for male naksatras. 

775. ^ firliu Hnfr ^ 

I % to: < amr. I. 2. 12-13 and 16. 

The last is a gatha quoted by the sutrakara as said by the commentator Hara- 
datta. 5»gr^s are the stars resembling an arrow with which Rudra pierced 
the running Mrga in the heavens. In the legend the arrow succeeded in 
piercing the Mrga. 
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Punarvasu, Tisya, Hasta, Srona (Sravana) and Revatl. The 
Asvalayana-grhya generalises the auspicious times for several 
important samskaras as follows: ‘the rites for caula, upamyana^ 
godana and marriage are to be performed in the northward 
passage of the sun, in the fortnight of the waxing moon and on 
an auspicious naksatra; some (sages) hold that marriage may 
be performed at all times’. Asv. further provides that the 
maiden after marriage was to observe silence and to begin 
speaking after seeing the Polestar, Arundhati and the constella* 
tion of the Seven Sages. This generalisation is carried further 
by the Purvamlmamsa-sutra which provides * all rites in 
honour of the gods are to be performed in the northward passage 
of the sun, on a day in the bright half of the month and on an 
auspicious day 

It will be seen clearly from the above discussion that an 
auspicious naksatra was the sine qua non in almost all Vedio 
rites and also in ordinary domestic rites in the times of the 
Brahmanas and sutras (several centuries before the Christian 
era), the tithi was rarely mentioned, the week-day was not 
mentioned nor the name of any vast (zodiacal sign) nor is there 
any reference to the planets Jupiter and Venus in most sutras 
even when prescribing proper times for upanayana or marriage. 

This requirement of finding out an auspicious day or 
naksatra for the celebration of a marriage or other domestic rite 
or for engaging in any undertaking was said in medieval 
Sanskrit works to be a search for an auspicious muhurta. It is 
therefore necessary to hold a discussion on the meaning and 
history of the word muhurta. 


3Tr»^ I. 4. 1“2. is the same as Kesanta and was 

performed in the 16th year for a brahmana, in 22nd year for a ksatriya and 
24thyearfora vaisya(Manu II. 65. Yaj. I. 36); ^ 

on ^r. I. 36; vide H. of Dh. vol. n. 

pp. 402-405 for details, 
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Muhurta 


The word ‘muhurta’ occurs twice in the Rg. In the dialogue 
between the rivers and sage Visvamitra that had come to the 
confluence of the Sutudri (modern Sutlaj) and the Vipasi 
(modern Beas) occurs the following ‘ for the sake of my words 
{of your praise) that will be followed by the offering of soma may 
you, that follow the established order (of nature), stop from^ 
flowing for a short whileIn another place the Rgveda says 
‘the opulent Indra, employing many tricks, often assumes 
different forms from off his own body, since he, being invoked by 
mantras addressed to him and upholder of the cosmic order and 
drinking soma at (usual and even) unusual times, comes thrice 
from heaven for a short time,’ In both these passages 
* muhurta * means * a short time, a few moments This meaning 
of muhurta is found in the Sat. Br. I. 8. 3.17 (tan muhurtam 
dharayitva) and II. 3. 2. 5 (atha pratah anasitva muhurtam 
sabhayam-asitvapi) and in classical Sanskrit works like the 
Raghuvarhsa ( V. 58). 

There is another meaning of the word ‘muhurta* in Sat. Br. 
X. 4. 2.18 and XII. 3. 2. 5 where it is said that there are fifteen 
muhurtas of the day and fifteen of the night (i.e. 30 in ahoi Wra) 
and that in a year there are 10800 muhurtas (30 X 360^^). 


780, i m. 33.5. This is 

paraphrased in the Nirukta {II. 25 ) as follows : ^ fftu* 

sriA- I SfS: 5f: aiff: 

I 5 ^: ^ 1 K 5^^ here means ‘ for a short time, for a 
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Here the word muhurta means 15th part of the day (i. e. in a 
general way about two nadikas or ghatikas). Bg. X. 189.3 
appears^ to contain a somewhat recondite allusion to thirty 
parts of the day and night ‘by the rays of the sun thirty loca¬ 
tions of the day (and night) shine forth; a laud is offered to 
the bird (the sun ).’ The fifteen names (viz. citra, ketu &c.) of 
the muhurtas of the day and 15 muhurtas of the night occur in 
TaL Br. 111.'^^ 10.1.1~3. The Vedanga-Jyotisa states that two 
nadikas are equal to a muhurta (veise 7 of Vedaoga-Jyotisa of 
Bg.) and that there is a difference of six muhurtas (i. e. 12 
ghatikas) between the longest and shortest day.*^ Manu L 64, 
Kautilya ( quoted in note 681) and several purapas (quoted in 
note 682) state that day and night are together equal to thirty 
muhurtas Therefore, the second meaning of muhurta from 
early Brahmapa times at least was ‘a period of two ghatikas*. 
The Kausitaki-upanisad speaks of muhurtas called Yestihas.^^ 

It appears that some centuries before the Christian era the 
15 muhurtas of the day had received names different from those 
in the Tai. Br. The Baudhayana-dharma-sutra (H. 10. 26), 
Manu IV. 92 and Yaj. I. 115 prescribe^®’ that a householder 
should get up from his bed in the Brahma-muhurta (the last 
half watch of the night). The Brahmamuhurta is mentioned in 

783. xrsfm ^iTcTf^nr i h x. 189. 3. 

The same is VI. 31 9 with different readings ‘ 

I sim II \ and Geldner take the words 

as referring to 30 of day and night. 

784. arnTP^, 

l 1. wr HI. 10 1. These 

are 15 of the day. The 15 of the night are : n^RTT, 

^§TPcT:, 

785. l a a 

7ih of and 8th of The longest and shortest 

days would be 36 and 24 ghatikas and this would be approximately true tor 
the extreme North-West of India about 32 degrees of north latitude and 
some miles north or north-west of Taxila. 

786. I itliffT: 1 5T#f» 

I 3. 

787. 3m mxit 5^ ;3mnr irr ^ 

wijr wi^ uwffJig iv. 92; arr^ 

Qligt I. U3. 31. 17 (Veak. ed.). i^r. explains ‘wi^ 
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Dronaparva (80.23 ), In the Eaghuvarhsa (V. 36) Kalidasa 
says that Aja was born on the Brahma muhurta (i. e. Abhijit 
of which Brahma is the presiding deity) and in the Kumara- 
sambhava (VII. 6) he says that the female relatives of 
Parvatl decked her in readiness for her marriage on Maitra 
muhurta and when the Moon was in Uttara-Phalgunl-naksatra. 
tithi (5th). Besides, in several places auspicious tithis, 
naksatras and muhurtas are mentioned in general (e. g. Babha 
3. 15 and 25. 4, Vana 253. 28). The Atharvana Jyotisa 
(1. 6“11) names the 15 muhurtas of the day as noted below. 
The Muhurtadarsana (or Vidya-madhaviya) gives almost the 
same 15 names (except Gandharva for Visvavasu), inserts Sakra 
before Varuna and omits Saumya and states that seven of these 
are auspicious viz.Abhijit, Vairaja, Sveta, Savitra, Maitra, 
Bala and Vi jay a. The Adiparva (123.6) states that Yudhisthira 
was born when the moon was in the naksatra presided over by 
Indra (i. e. Jyestha ), on the 8th muhurta called Abhijit, when 
the sun was on the meridian by day and on a tithi called 
purna (here the 5th). In the Udyogaparva it is stated that 
a purohita was sent as a duta of the Pandavas on Pusya- 
yoga^ and Jaya muhurta (here Jaya is probably the 
same as Vijaya). The Manusmiiii says that naming the child 
should bo done on the 10th or 12th day (from birth) on an 
auspicious tithif muhurta and nakmtra,'^ It would be proper 
to assume that the auspicious muhurtas intended by Manu are 
the same as the seven mentioned in the Vidyamadhavlya. The 


788. The 15 are ft?, 

T^^nr, 

1 . 6 - 11 . 

789. I SOW: • 
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Vayupurana enumerates the names of the 15 muhurtas in the 
day somewhat differently and also of the night.The Matsya- 
piirana (in chap. 22. 2) refers to two muhurtas, Abhijit and 
Eauhina and mentions eight muhurtas as auspicious on which 
to begin the construction of a new house. It also speaks of 
Kutapa as the 8th muhurta ( 22. 84 ) and states that Kutapa and 
the following four muhurtas are the home of svadha (i. e. 
sraddha must be begun on kutapa and completed before the 12th 
muhurta ends). It would be seen from the above that the names 
of muhurtas were given at least twice, first in the Tai. Br. and 
then in the Atharvana Jyotisa and the Puranas. A further 
stage was probably reached when their names receded into the 
background and practically disappeared from such works as 
those of Varahamihira and only the names of the deities presid¬ 
ing over the 30 muhurtas of day and night remained and the 
muhurtas came to be known by the names of the deities. 
Though Varahamihira refers to the muhurtas of day and night 
in Brhat-sarhhita 42. 12 and 98.3, he does not set out their 
names in that work, but in his Brhad-Yogayatra he sets out the 
30 names of the deities presiding over the muhurtas of day and 
night as quoted in the note below.Varaha remarks: what- 


792. Krl (4?) ^r snrfN 

‘ i vrmr^jrf^ 

(i qu 66 40 - 42 . The 

text is corrupt and the names of devatas are used in most cases ; e g. WIIET 
is 3T|Hi^T?^as wgrr is the presiding deity of is probably 

as is the presiding deity of Verses 43-44 of 

merate the names of the 15 muhurtas of the night as 
ft \ ^ I ^STT 

But almost all these are names of presiding deities. 

793. I tfm ttrsTHifit 51^ 
ITC^^ 253. 8-9. 

794. I 

^pjrr xim n 3 ^: i vi. 2 4 

(Ms in the Bhau Daji Collection in the Bombay Asiatic Society ). Vide also 
fcamTcTf VII. 1-2. These are quoted by in his com. on 42. 12 

and 98. 3 and in his com. on H. 3-5 and V. 10. It should be noted 

that the verses about the gfi^s of night in ( note 792) correspond to 
these verges of The II. 4 specifies the devatas of tha 

15 muhurtas of the day and 15 of the night. Alberuni ( Sachau, vol. I. PP> 
338-342 ) discusses at length how muhurtas may be short or long and giv** 
the dominant deities of the 15 muhurtas of the day. 
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ever has been stated as proper for being done on certain naksa- 
tras, may be done on tithis presided over by the deities of those 
naksatras and also on kiranas and on muhurtas; that leads to 
success as the deity is the same.’^^ For example, if a certain 
thing is recommended for being done on Ardra naksatra, then 
it may be done also on the muhurta of Siva (i. e. the first 
muhurta of the day) as the deiata of both (the naksatra Ardra 
and the first muhurta) is the same {viz. Eudra). The Atharvana 
Jyotisa ( 2. 1-11) and (3. 1-6 ) dilates upon what should be done 
on the 15 muhurtas of the day. Some examples may be cited 
here: on Eaudra may be done whatever is of a terrific nature; 
on Maitra should be done whatever is affectionate or friendly; on 
Sarabhata black magic may be resorted to against enemies; 
Abhijit is proper for all desired objects and gives success in all 
undertakings; Vijaya leads to victory if one marches on it, one 
may perform auspicious acts on it and santi rites; on Bbaga- 
muhurta one should choose a brahmana maiden for marriage and 
such a one married on Bhaga does not turn out unchaste. It 
may be noticed that Patanjali ( on Vartika one on Panini V. 1. 
80 ) refers to the fact of a person being engaged for a month to 
teach one muhurta every day.^^ 

After the vernal equinox, days become gradually longer than 
the night and after the autumnal equinox nights are gradually 
longer and longer than the day. As there are only thirty 
muhurtas from one sunrise to the next sunrise it is proper to say 
that a muhurta is equal to two ghatikas (i. e, 48 minutes). But 
it is also said that there are 15 muhurtas of the day. The longest 
day in India of the Vedanga-jyotisa locality was of 36 ghatikas 
and therefore if one insisted on the number 15 each muhurta on 
that day would be ghatikas, while as the shortest day was 
24 ghatikas in length each muhurta of that day would be only 
u ghaUkas. This difference in length in the case of muhurtas 
is noted by the Visnudharmottara (I. 73. 6-8) and by the 
Brahmandapurana (I. 2, 21.122-123). The Visnudharmottara 
(1.83. b7-73) sets out the names of the deities of the 30 muhurtas. 
It appears that in ancient times it was understood that the long¬ 
est day gained and was of 18 muhurtas, while the short night of 
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that day had only 12 muhurtas i. e. 6 muhurtas got attached 
to the day sometimes and 6 muhurtas got attached to the 
night sometimes when it was longest. Patanjali^^^ in his 
bhasya on Vartika 2 of Panini II. 1. 29 mentions this. This 
would be a matter of personal observation which need not 
extend beyond a few years. But even here Prof. Neugebauer 
smells Mesopotamian influence (‘ Exact sciences in Antiquity ’ 
p. 178). This is a characteristic example of the jaundiced eyes 
with which most Western writers look at things Indian. If the 
writer of the Vedanga Jyotisa was a native of the extreme north¬ 
west of India or had stayed there for some years he would have 
easily noticed the difference between the longest day and the short¬ 
est day as about twelve ghatikas, particularly as that very verse 
of the Vedanga-jyotisa shows that water clocks were then used* 
Even illiterate people in the villages of Bombay State know 
that the difference between the longest and shortest day in their 
villages is about six ghatikas (as Bombay is a little over 18 
degrees, N. Lat.). There is nothing to show that the writer of the 
Vedanga-Jyotisa was not a person who was either born in the 
extreme north-west of India or stayed there. The North-west 
of India was a centre of Sanskrit culture at least six centuries 
preceding the Christian era and Taksasila (Taxila) was a great 
University where princes came to learn ( vide Rhys Davids in 
‘Buddhist India’ p. 8 ). Panini bailed from that part, it appears, 
and teaches the formation of words like Saindhava, Taksasila and 
Salaturlya as meaning a person whose ancestors lived in or who 
himself stayed in Sindhu or in Taksasila or in Salatura (Pan. 
IV. 3. 89-90 and 93-94). Later writers call Panini Salaturlya 
{vide Bhamaha VI 62-63). To suppose that a learned Indian 
who was writing a work on Jyotisa had to run all the way from 
India to Mesopotamia a thousand or more miles for finding out 
the difference between the longest and shortest day in his own 
country or for saying that the difference between the longest 
and shortest day in Mesopotamia being 12 ghatikas the same 
was the difference between them in India or for consulting 
works written in the Cuneiform characters for that purpose 
almost borders on the absurd. Besides Prof Neugebauer is not 
quite correct. The latitude of Babylon is 32^ 40' North and even 
there the ratio would not be exactly as 3 to 2. Gandhara is 31^ 40' 

on 2 on XIX. n. 1. 29. 
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North Lat.; one who is to the north of Gandhara may quite naturally 
say that the ratio is about 3 to 2. Vide G. R C. Report p. 225. 
Further in Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. 8(pp. 6-26), Prof. 
Waerden points out (at p. 18) that even in Babylonia the great 
omen series started from the primitive ratio 2:1 and that it was 
only later that the more accurate value 3:2 became known. 

It has been shown so far that the word ‘muhurta’had two 
meanings in the ancient Vedic times, viz. ‘for a short time* and 
‘a part equal to two ghatikas.’ As some muhurtas of the day (of the 
duration of two ghatikas) were declared to be auspicious, gradually 
a third meaning came to be attached to this word viz. ‘ time 
that is fit for the performance of an auspicious actIt would 
be shown later on how the medieval Dharmasastra works are 
full of muhurtas in this sense. 

In order to thoroughly understand the requirements about 
muhurta in this third sense some knowledge of the planets, 
the twelve bharas (houses or places in a horoscope) and 
the rasis would be necessary. Before entering on a discus¬ 
sion of these latter matters reference must be made to the 
change that came over even the best minds of India from 
about the 4th century B.O. It has been seen above (p. 527) how the 
star-gazer and the ganaka had come to be condemned and how 
one who was a professional astrologer (for money) had been 
looked down upon as an unworthy brahmana. All the same 
there was even about 500 or 600 B. 0. a small section of people 
who looked upon the astrologer as all important, particularly to 
the king. The Gautamadharmasutra^ provides ‘the king 
should choose as his purohita (palace priest) a brahmana endowed 
with learning, good family, eloquence, handsomeness, (middle) 
age (neither too young nor too old), character, and who is 
righteous in conduct and austere; the king should perform all 
(religious) acts as directed by the priest; he should respect 
(i. e. follow and not discard) what those who have devoted 

798, i. 20 . 

I **• ^ tilt 

12~13, 15 -I 6 . For the various mcaniogt of 
vide H. of Dh. vol III. pp. 588-589, The IF declares that 

is one who is a master of Samhita (). 
It may be noted that lo Italy the court astrologer was an established ofilcer 
at the beginning of the 14th century A, D and from Italy he found hit way 
to the French court (vide • Star-crossed Renaissance * by D. Ci Allea,p» 51)* 
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thought to astrology and the lore of omens and portents anno¬ 
unce ( as required to be done ), because some acaryas (teachers ) 
assert that the welfare (of the country or king ) depends upon 
that (upon doing what astrologers and experts in portents 
declare).’ This trend of thought gradually gathered greater 
and greater strength till at last even the great smrtikara 
Yajnavalkya categorically®^ declared in the first centuries of the 
Christian era “ one should sedulously worship that planet that is 
badly affected (in a person’s horoscope ). Brahma conferred a 
boon on them (planets) ‘ when worshipped you should honour the 
worshipper ’ (with favours ). The rise and fall of kings is depen¬ 
dent on the planets, as also the emergence and the disappearance 
of the world; therefore planets are to bo worshipped most”. 
Yajnavalkya no doubt declares that ‘ success in undertakings 
is dependent upon daira (luck) and human effort; out of these, 
daiva is really human effort of previous lives made manifest 
(in this life ). Just as a chariot cannot be set in motion on 
one wheel, so luck does not succeed unless there is human effort 
(also)*. Discussion of the relative importance of daiva (luck 
or destiny) and human effort are frequent in Dharmasastra 
works, particularly in the Mahabharata, there being three 


I 307-308 (I- 105. 9-10) contains the latter half of the first verse 

and the whole of the 2nd. The word here is used in the sense of being 

in evil naksatras and being which is explained in note 766 above. It 

Is the exact opposite of in Yaj. I. 79 ' irt ^ 

means when the moon 

is well-placed in auspicious naksatras. were divided into three 

groups for various purposes. Some were to be avoided altogether as in¬ 
auspicious, some were very auspicious and some neither auspicious nor in¬ 
auspicious. Yaj. says; if a man desires to have a son endowred with auspici¬ 
ous characteristics, at the time of sexual intercourse be should avoid Magha 
and MQla, and should have intercourse when the moon is in an auspicious 
naksatra and also avoid other naksatras (besides Magha and Mula). But if he 
wanted only sexual pleasure and nothing more, then he may choose a day when 
the moon is in any naksatra except Magha and Mula. As stated in 
HflHT quoted in the com. on V. 6 

801. I 
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tendencies viz. (firstly ) daiva is all powerful, (secondly ) human 
eifort is superior, (thirdly) a golden mean between the two. 
Vide H. of Dh. vol. III. pp. 168-169 for discussion and for 
passages supporting all the three views. The first chapter of Brhad- 
yogayatra ( 20 verses) and also of the Yogayatra ( 22 verses) 
deal with daiva (Luck, Fate) and pwrwsaAam. In spite of this, from 
the king to the lowliest man, almost everyone was firmly in the 
grip of astrology and even now astrology has great influence over 
some highly educated Indians. Astrology based on horoscopes 
and dealing with individuals was called horasdstra oijdtaka. By 
the time of Varahamihira even learned men had forgotten the 
origin of the word horU, The Brhajjataka says®®^ ‘according to 
some the word hora is obtained from ahordtra by dropping the 
first and last syllables, that hora^astra well manifests what the 
fruition of acts, good or bad, done in previous lives is going to 
be ’. It should be noticed that the Brhajjataka insists on two 
matters, viz. (1) it links up the horoscopic astrology to the 
doctrines of karma and punarjanma (re-incarnation to wipe out 
karma) and (2) the sastra holds that the horoscope to be only 
a map or plan, which indicates future trends in a man s life 
arising from what he had done in a previous life or in previous 
lives. It does not here say that the planets in a man s horoscope 
will compel him to do this or that, but it says that the horoscope 
will only intimate in what directions a man’s future might be 
evolved. These principles were repeated even by late medieval 
writers. For example, Eaghunandana^^ in his Udvahatattva 
(p. 125 ) agrees with the Dipika that the planets only convey 
that sins were committed in former lives, but they do not them¬ 
selves produce evil results and quotes the Matsyapurapa in 
support that ‘ evil actions done in former lives bear fruit in the 
present life in the form of diseases, distress and the death of 
those dear to one’. There was probably a third underlying 
principle viz. the stars are the temples in which the gods reside, 
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as said in the Sat. Br. and Tai. Br.^ The Babylonians*^ and 
Assyrians based their astrology mainly on three assumptions 
viz. (1) the stars are temples in which the gods reside; (2) the 
stars reveal to men the intentions of fche gods with regard to the 
future; (3) human history is predetermined at a heavenly 
council over which Marduk presides. These, except the first, 
are entirely different from the principles emphasized by Varaha- 
mihira and those who came after him. The Babylonians and 
Greeks had no (generally believed) doctrines of karma and punar^ 
janma. Therefore, they could not make astrology serve indirectly 
a higher purpose, viz. of inducing people to lead a life of virtue 
in the present. Instead of the somewhat childish and often 
immoral legends of ancient times the cult of planetary influence 
and worship seemed to many minds far more rational and con¬ 
vincing. 

The Saravali of Kalyana-varman follows this and adds*^ 
that what is known among the people as Jataka is called hoi'a 
in this sastra or the word (hora) may indeed be taken to be 
a synonym for ‘ consideration of what the destiny would be 
The word ‘hora’ has two other meanings in Sanskrit astrology 
viz. lagna (that sign which is rising on the eastern horizon at 
a particular moment) and half a rasi (Brhajjataka 1, 9). 
Extravagant claims were made for the importance and utility 
of astrology and astrologers. The Saravali declares; there is 
no one else except astrology that would serve as a helper of men 
in acquiring wealth, as a boat in the sea of calamities and as a 
councillor when one starts on a journey or invasion. Varaha- 
mihira boasts ‘ Even those who have resorted to a forest (i. e, 

804. I ^mvsixiv. 3 . 2 . 12 ; 

I ^ ^ I Wf. I. 2 . 5. 11 . Vide Matsyapurana 

127, 14-15 for the same idea. 

805. Compare C. V. Maclean on * Babylonian Astrology and its relation 
to the old Testament' ( United Church Publishing House, Toronto) p. 10. 
Even Aristotle believed that stars were divine beings endowed with inde¬ 
pendent volitions; vide Lewis 'Survey of Astronomy’ p. 313; J. L. Stocks on 
'Time, Cause, Eternity’ p. 23. 
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who have become forest hermits), who are free from worldly 
attachments and are without property, ask questions of one who 
knows the movements of heavenly luminaries. As the night 
without a lamp or the sky without the sun, so a king without 
an astrologer (with him) wanders about (or wavers) as a 
blind man on a road. If there be no astronomer and astrologer, 
auspicious times, tithisj naksatras, seasons and the ayanas 
( northward and southward passages of the sun)-these would all 
become confused. What a single astrologer knowing the country 
and time can effect, that even a thousand elephants or four 
thousand horsemen cannot accomplish.’ 

The Eajamartanda provides®” ‘the purohita (family or 
palace priest), an astronomer, a councillor and an astrologer as 
the fourth - these must always be supported by the king even 
with great trouble, as in the case of women.* 

It has, however to be noted that Varahamihira himself 
frequently gives up the principle that the horoscope is only a 
map showing tendencies and talks the language of certainty and 
of the planets causing this or that state of things. To mention 
one or two examples. In Brhaj-jataka he says ‘ the sages 
declare that a person is born from a paramour for certain (and 
not from his reputed father) if in his horoscope Jupiter has no 
drsti ( aspect) either on the lagna or on the moon or on the sun 
and moon that are in conjunction (in his horoscope) or when 
the moon is in conjunction with the sun and with a malefic planet 
(Mars or Saturn) *. In VI. 11 Br. J. says®^^ ‘ the moon in conjun- 

( Continued from last page ) 
cTUT 1 ^ 

II. 7-9, The last two verses are q. by p. 4 (without name). 
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ction with a malefic planet in the 1st, 5th, 7th, 8th, 9th or 12th 
house (in a horoscope ) causes death ( of the new-born child ) if 
it is not also in conjunction with powerful Venus, or Mercury or 
Jupiter or if it is not in aspect with one of those powerful three.’ 
Again in Brhaj-jataka XiV. 1 it is said : If the sun is in con¬ 
junction with another planet, he produces the following results, 
viz. with the moon a man who makes (lethal) machines or works 
in stones; with Mars a man addicted to evil ways; with Mercury 
a man who is skilful, intelligent, famous and happy; with 
Jupiter, a cruel man or one intent on carrying out the objects of 
others; with Venus a man who makes money by going on the 
stage (or in a ring for boxing &c.) or by the use of arms; with 
Saturn a man clever in metals or different kinds of (merchan¬ 
dise or) vessels. The Saravali very frequently says that such and 
such a position produces (janayati, utpddayati ) or causes ( karoti 
or kuryat &c.) certain results. Vide chap. 33. 48-fil. 

Before proceeding further I must point out that India was 
not singular in its firm belief in Astrology. The case was the same 
throughout Europe and among the Greeks after Alexander the 
Great. It has been already seen (p. 521) how Babylonian astrologers 
made reports to the king about the position of the Sun, the Moon 
and the planets and what they portended for the country, the 
king and the people. Vide for example. Nos. 9, 15,16, 21, 32,33, 
52, 53, 63, 66, 67, 72, 74, 76, 86,151, 164 from ‘ The Eeports of 
the Magicians and Astrologers of Nineveh and Babylon * by E. 
Campbell Thompson (vol. I and II, Luzac and Co. London, 1900). 
But horoscopic astrology was developed by them later. In the 
Old Testament Isaiah (759-710 B. C.) 47.1 and 5 apostrophize 
Babylon as the daughter of the Chaldeans and in verse 13 we read 

* let now the astrologers, the star-gazers, the monthly prognos¬ 
ticators stand up and save thee from these things that shall come 
upon thee’. In Daniel 4.7 it is said that on Nebuchadnezzar’s order 

* came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans and the 
soothsayers.* Vide also Daniel 1.20 and 2.2 and 27. The Chaldeans 
held that the five planets specially controlled men’s destinies and 
five Babylonian deities were identified with them. As Bouche- 
Leclercq observes (in * L ’ Astrologie Grecque ’, p. 572 ) ‘Chaldean 
astrology had lived on a fund of naive ideas, it began at a time 


( CotUinutd from lust page ) 
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when the heavens were deemed to be nothing but a cover of the 
earth, when all the stars were ranged at small distances on the 
vault and the planets were supposed to move in the midst of stars 
like shepherds inspecting their flocks. Greek science having ext¬ 
ended the world, the influence of stars moved back at enormous 
distances was not a postulate of common sense’ (vide note 748 
above). Herodotus®^^ ( 82) refers to a peculiar practice of the 

Egyptians to regard each month and day as sacred to some deity, 
and says how from the day of a man’s birth they determined his 
fortune, character and the manner of his death. But this has no 
reference to horoscopic Astrology. The Egyptians knew nothing 
about the Zodiac before the Alexandrian age. There is no trace of 
astrology in early Greek astronomical writers and it appears 
that the Greeks got it from Babylonafter Alexander conquered 
Babylon, when teachers of astrology began to arrive in Greece. 
The Hellenistic mind was soon completely captivated by astro¬ 
logy. Before the advent of astrology the Greeks tried to peep 
into the future by oracles, interpretation of dreams and inspec¬ 
tion of the entrails and livers of sacrificed animals, from the 
flight and cries of birds and from prodigies and unusual 
occurrences such as eclipses, comets and meteors. Berossus 
a priest of the god Bel at Babylon, dedicated to his patron 
Antiochus I Soter (280’-261 B. C.) an elaborate work on Baby¬ 
lonian and Chaldean history and it was he who was instrumental 
in spreading Babylonian astrology in Greece by first introducing 
it in his school at Cos, an island not far from the south-western 
corner of Asia Minor. From Greece astrology spread to Eome 
about the 2nd century B. C. The signs of the Zodiac became 
house-hold words in Greece and Rome. Stoics like Posidonius 


812. Vide Prof. Neugebauer in ‘ Exact Sciences in Antiquity ' p. 179. 

813. Vide E. J. Webb in * The names of the stars ’ (1952) p. 189 and in 
Journal of Hellenistic Studies, vol. 48 p. 66 ; C. V. Maclean in 'Babylonian 
astrology and its relation to the Old Testament’ p, 7; in J. of Near Eastern 
Studies vol. IV at p. 26 Prof. Neugebauer averred that the Mesopotamian 
origin of the astrological omina cannot be doubted; but in ‘Exact Sciences in 
Antiquity* p. 164 he appears to modify his position by saying that only the 
original impetus to horoscopic astrology in Greece came from Babylon and 
that its actual development must be considered as an important component of 
Hellenistic Science. In the same journal at p. 15 he does not know how 
horoscopic astrology in Greece originated from the totally different omen type 
astrology of the preceding millenium, 

814. Vide Cambridge Ancient History, vol. I. p, 150; Gregory in’Natar^ 
vol, 153 at p. 515. 
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helped it by defending it. Cato in his work on agriculture 
warns a farmer against consulting a Chaldean and in 139 B. C. 
an Edict was passed for expelling Chaldeans from Italy. 
Diodorus®'^ Siculus (a contemporary of Augustus of Rome) 
describes the theory and method of the Chaldeans in casting 
horoscopes. Horace (died in 8 B. C.) in his ode to Maecenas 
refers to the influence of the signs Libra, Scorpion and 
Capricornus and of the protective power of Jove and about bale¬ 
ful Saturn in his horoscope. Strabo,®^ who died in 24 A. D., 
averred (XVI. 1.6) that some Chaldeans were skilled in astro¬ 
nomy and the casting of horoscopes. Petronius (1st century 
A. D.) describes in his novel Satyricon a dinner in forty pages in 
which a tray displayed the signs of the zodiac under each of which 
was placed appropriate food (vide Will Durant in “ Caesar and 
Christ ” page 298, (New York 1944). Juvenal,®^’ who flourished 
about the close of the 1st century A. D., strongly inveighs 
against ladies who have great confidence in Chaldean astrology. 
It should not, however, be supposed that no dissenting voice was 
raised against astrology in Rome and medieval Europe, Cicero 
did not believe in astrology®^ as he said that the planets were 
too far away (Bouche Leclerq’s work p. 572). St. Augustine 
(354-430 A. D.) in his work ‘City of God’ calls astrology a 
delusion.®^^ There were some points of difference between Baby¬ 
lonian astrology and Greek astrology, viz. Babylonian astrology 
originally at least was interested in the State and the royal 
family, while Greek astrology was interested only in the indi- 

815. Vide Colson on ‘Weekday’ p. 66; Lewis’ 'Historical Survery of the 
Astronomy of the Ancients ’ p. 298. 

816. For Diodorus of Sicily (i. e. Siculus), vide Prof. Farrington in 
'Science and Politics in the Ancient World' (1939) pp. 201-^202, 

817. Vide C. E. Bennett's English Translation of 'Odes* Book 11,17. 
lines 17-24. 

818. See Strabo in Loeb classical Library Series, vol. VII. p. 203. 

819. Vide Juvenal’s Satires—English translation by J, D. Lewis (1873) 
Satire VI. p. 81. 

820. E. J. Webb in 'The names of the Stars’ (1952) p. 108; Thorndike’s 
*A History of magic and experimental Science,* vol. I, pp. 272-274 for 
Cicero’s views on astrology and Thorndike's criticisms. But Cicero appears 
to have condemned the Chaldean form of astrology, though he was so learned 
in divination that he considered it to be given by God (vide 'Star-crossed 
Renaissance* by Don Cameron Allen (Duke University Press, 1941) p. 47, 

821. See *De Civitate Dei* V. 5 pp. 183-184 (translated by M. Dods, 
1872), Thorndike’s work ( mentioned in n. 820) pp. 513-521 for a statement 
of the objections of Augustine against astrology and criticism thereof. 
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vidual and Babylonian astrology was a priestly business while 
in Greece the astrologers were laymen. Astrology became a 
study of international importance in Europe and was cultivated 
in the Universities as a subject of real value throughout Europe 
by the side of astronomy. Its great vogue among even well 
educated people was due to its apparent scientific structure 
with ibs houses, planets, twelve signs and so forth. AUen 
(in ‘ Star-crossed Renaissance ’ Preface p. VIII) says that 
everybody in the Renaissance period in the West believed to, 
some extent in astrology. In ‘ Stars above us ’ by Prof. E. Zinner, 
Tycho Brahe is quoted as saying that he prepared every 
year an astrological forecast for his king (p. 76). Even 
Copernicus, Galileo and Kepler practised astrology 
themselves or countenanced its practice. Bacon was 
prepared to say that there was no fatal necessity in the stars, 
but they rather incline than compel. Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos 
reigned supreme for about 1400 years and is even now a work 
of great authority for those who believe in astrology. It may 
interest the reader to know that the great German poet, 
dramatist and philosopher, Groethe*^^ (1749-1832), begins his 
Memoirs by mentioning the aspects of planets at his birth. 

Two circumstances tended to weaken the influence of astro¬ 
logy in Europe, viz. the giving up of the geocentric theory in 
favour of the heliocentric theory and the vast additions to 
astronomical knowledge made during the last two centuriea 
But it should not be supposed that astrology has become defunct 
in the West or U. S. A, The immense strain and distress caused 
by the two world wars provided a powerful fillip for the spread 
and influence of astrology. Even in papers the circulation 
of which runs into millions there is a regular astrological feature 
every day or every week, which tells people what the stars 
portend for twelve groups of the world’s population in the week 


822. •Memoirs of Goethe* (London. 1824, vol. I) *1 was born under 
fortunate auspices; the Sun was in the sign of the Virgin at the utmost 
degree of elevation. The aspects of Jupiter and Venus were favourable to the 
day. Mercury testified no signs of hostility ; Saturn and Mars were neutral* 
The Moon, however, then near the full, was an important obstacle; and the 
more so as the labour which attended my birth coincided with the hour of 
her new phase. She retarded my entrance into the world nntil the nwnient 
had elapsed *, Vide 'Stars above us* by Prof. Zinner p. 68 for Goethe s 
horoscope. 
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or on the day mentioned.^ What benefit the people derive from 
these prognostications it is difficult to understand. Often the 
prognostications are extremely vague and not of greater extent 
than three or four short cryptic sentences. There must be millions 
of people in each of the twelve groups ( such as those born from 
23rd September to October 23rd, those born from 24th October to 
22nd November and so on). It is said that in U.S. A. alone there 
are about 25000 registered astrologers. 

Those interested in astrology in general and Greek astrology 
in particular and those who desire to know how astrology is 
regarded by many modern scientific minds may read ‘ L ’ Astro- 
logie Grecque ’ by A. Bouche—Leclercq * (1899, a masterly work 
in French on Greek Astrology) pp. 570-593 (for arguments 
against astrology); ‘The Royal Art of Astrology ’ by Robert 
Eisler (London, 1946), which contains a reasoned and 
sustained refutation, and Mr. J. C. Gregory’s Article on 
‘ Ancient Astrology ’ in Nature, vol. 153 pp. 512-515 ( a brief, but 
instructive and detached survey of astrology from Chaldean 
times to this day ). The number of books in favour of astro¬ 
logy or expounding it is large and I do not propose to 
mention them. One book arrested my attention, viz. Louis 
de Wohl’s * Secret service of the sky On p. 31 he propounds 
a doctrine very similar to what Varaha-mihira laid down as 
the scope of horasastra viz. that Astrology has nothing whatso¬ 
ever to do with mere predictions, that it only indicates tenden¬ 
cies and that human will is free. He began well, but he did not 
observe his own precepts. On p. 235 he predicts ‘ I do not be¬ 
lieve that Mahatma Gandhi will survive the first half of 1939. * 
This prediction turned out to be untrue and it is well-known 
that Mahatma Gandhi was killed on the 30th of January 1948. 

The English language itself bears witness to the great influ¬ 
ence of astrology in England; e. g. such words and expressions 
as ‘ ill-starred expedition ‘ disastrous consequences tempera¬ 
ments being either jovial, mercurial, or saturnine, ‘moon-®^* 

823. The following may be cited as a sample : Taurus (April 21-May 20)- 
You realize that a break in one relationship is probably inevitable. This 

week you will see your way to making it without undue loss. Harden your 
heart where money is concerned and don’t allow friendship to interfere 
with business.’ 

824. It is believed that the moon (funa), when full, increased madness ; 
hence a mad man was called lunatic. Vide an article * Lunar influence on 

( Continued on next page J 
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struck (mad ) lover The word influence (from fluo to flow } 
itself is due to astrological beliefs and words like ‘aspect’, 
• conjunction ‘ ascendant ‘ retrograde ’ are all due to the 
language of astrology. 

In support of Astrology Ptolemy (in Tetrabiblos, 1.2) puts 
forward certain arguments. The Sun not only affects every¬ 
thing on the earth by the change of season, but by its daily 
revolutions furnishes heat, moisture, dryness and cold in regular 
order. The Moon, the nearest heavenly body to the earth, 
causes the seas to change their tides with its own rising and 
setting times, and plants and animals wholly or partly wax and 
wane with the moon. The planets often signify hot, windy and 
snowy conditions of the air and affect mundane things. The 
changes of seasons and winds are understood even by very 
ignorant men and by some dumb animals. Sailors know the 
special signs of storms and winds that arise periodically by 
reason of the aspects of the sun, moon and planets. But because 
sometimes sailors err, no one says that there is no science of 
navigation. Therefore, a sufficiently observant man wise 
enough to know accurately the movements of the sun, moon and 
planets can predict whether the weather will be warmer or 
wetter. Why can he not, with respect to an individual, perceive 
the general quality of his temperament from the surroundings at 
the time of his birth, as for example that he would be such and 
such in body and mind? Ptolemy then condemns impostors 
who do not study the science but deceive common and 
trusting people and fill their pockets. He further points 

out that the nativity alone is not the sole basis of 
judging a person’s future, that the country of birth, the 


(Continued from last page ) 

living things * by Prof. George Sarton in Isis vol. 30 (1939) pp. 495-507, 
where he examines the beliefs abont the Moon's connection with lunacy, 
tides, menstruation, terrestrial magnetism, says that these are matters for 
expetiment, advises scientists to keep an open mind and bolds that lunar 
lodaence is unproved as to some of them. 

825. A short passage from Bouch^Lcclercq (p. 574) may be set out 
here : * how to justify the ridiculous associations of ideas attached to the 
purely imaginary forms of the figures of the Zodiac and the reciprocal 
Influence of planets on the signs and of the signs on the planets when these 
are (one knows this since a long time) at a great distance from thectux* 
atellations and do not appear to be placed there except by the eflect 
of perspective' ? 


H. D. 70 
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race to which he belongs, the customs of the people among 
whom he is born, the way in which he is reared, the age in 
which he lives have also to be considered, all which will contri¬ 
bute materially to the proper prediction, other things being 
equal. In IV.lO he points out that if one looks only at the 
horoscope without paying attention to nationality, manners and 
customs and the like he may call an Ethiopian fair®25« of 
complexion and having straight hair and a German a dark- 
skinned person and endowed with woolly hair or not knowing the 
peculiar customs say that an Italian whose horoscope is being 
examined may marry his sister (as ancient Egyptians did) or that 
the man may marry his mother ( as only Persians did ). Vide 
Tetrabiblos IV. 10 p. 439 (Loeb. cl. Library). In I. 3 Ptolemy 
argues that astrology is not only possible but is beneficial, 
because fore-warned is fore-armed. It is a very far cry to argue 
from the undoubted influence of the Sun and the Moon on 
mundane matters, such as heat and cold, rains, storms and 
droughts that the particular positions and aspects of the Sun, 
Moon and planets at the time of birth or conception (as some 
hold) are throughout an individual’s life (it may be for a day or 
a hundred years) the dominating factor (if not the sole factor 
as many astrologers say) governing his conduct, character, 
family affairs and destiny. The reasoning of Ptolemy, though 
very cleverly put and though with a slight scientific appearance, 
is rather vague and not at all cogent or convincing. He distin¬ 
guishes between universal or general astrology (treated of in 
Books I-II) which relates to whole countries, races, cities and 
large bodies of men and particular or genethlialogical astrology 
treated of in books HI-IV. 


823 a. Utpala on Lagbajataka IV. 1 states similarly that one (the astro¬ 
loger ) should specify the form (or appearance) of a person after knowing his 
caste, since svapakas ( candalas) and ni^das are dark-skinned by caste; 
similarly, he should consider in what family, whether of fair persons Of 
dark persons, the person (whose horoscope is being examined ) was born Of 
in what country, since all people from Karnataka are dark, people from 
Videha (i, e, Mithila, part of present Bihar State ) are dark-'brown and from 
Kashmir fair. IV. 1 is : m * 

f*0?!^ ^TTicfu i ^ h 

W ^ 

15b of commentary on IV. 1 (Ms. in Bhadkamkar collection ol 

Bombay University), For svapaka vide p. 97 of H, of Db. vol. If wd fOf 
nisada pp. 43, 4a, 86-87 of the same. 
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Indian works also require the astrologer to consider the 
customs of the country and of the people. The Rajamartanda®^* 
says ‘ First the usages of people must be considered; whatever is 
firmly established in the several countries, that alone mast be 
followed; the learned give up what is hateful to the people; 
therefore an astrologer should proceed along the people’s way, 
A learned man should never go against the inclinations of the 
family (to which the person belongs) and of the country’; and 
then he gives examples of the astrological requirements as regards 
planets in the case of marriages in several countries. The general 
astrology about calamities or occurrences that affect all people 
spoken of by Ptolemy would fall under ^akha or Saihhita in the 
narrower sense (vide notes 688 and 690). Some important and 
interesting conclusions of Ptolemy may be noted here. 

Ptolemy speaks of beneficent and malefic planets (I. 5), of 
masculine and feminine planets (1.6), of diurnal and noctu¬ 
rnal (in Sanskrit dinabali and nisdbali ) planets (I. 7), 
(1.12) masculine and feminine rasis (signs), the aspects of the 
signs (1.13) viz. opposition (180 degrees), trine (120°), quartile 
(90°) and sextile (60°), of the houses (svagrhas in Sanskrit) of 
the planets. In Book II he divides the inhabited world into 
quarters equal in number to the triangular formations of the 
signs of the zodiac and after a disquisition which would be 
regarded by modern men as casuistical and practically unintel¬ 
ligible, Ptolemy sets forth a list of over seventy countries (then 
known), assigning to each sign some countries. For example, 
to Aries he assigns Britain, Gaul, Germania, Bastamia, Syria, 
Palestine, Judaea and one more; to Capricorn he assigns India, 
Ariana, Gedrosia, Thrace, Macedonia, Illyria. The whole of 
America, almost the whole of Africa (except the northern part), 
Indonesia and Australia and the other neighbouring lands are 
not considered by Ptolemy at all, because these were unknown 
then. He remarks at the end of II. 3 that as to metropolitan 
cities they should be treated like individuals and their nativity 
is to be cast by taking the time of the foundation of the city 

825b. %5T VT 

•Tfer ^ ifNrt 25 b verses 399-401. The 6Mt 

two also occur in the of (PP- 34-35 verses 143-144 ). 

826. An interesting Indian example is furnished by the Mirat-i-Ahmadt 
translated by C.N. 3eddon which gives (on pp. 248-253 supplement) the 
(Continued on ne^t page } 



556 


History of Dharmaiastra [ Sec. II, Ch. XVI 


instead of the times of birth, but where the exact time of foun¬ 
dation is not known then the nativity of the founder or of the 
king is to be taken. 

A few important points of agreement and disagreement 
between Sanskrit astrological works and Ptolemy will be set out 
later on. 

The literature on muhurta (auspicious time for undertaking 
anything) is extensive. Almost all works on Kala mentioned 
above such as Hemadri on Kala, the Kala-madhava, Kalatattva- 
vivecana, Nirnayasindhu are in a way works on muhurta, since 
they discuss the proper times for performing the sarhskaras and 
religious rites. Among the works the names of which begin 
with the word muhurta are: Muhurtakalpadruma (published by 
Nirn. Press, Bombay) composed by Vitthala Diksita in 1628 A.D.; 
Muhurta-ganapati composed in 1685 A. D. by Ganapati Raval, 
son of Harishankar; Muhurta-cintamani composed at Benares 
in sake 1522 (1601 A. D,) by Rama, son of Ananta, with a com¬ 
mentary called Plyusa-dhara composed in sake 1525 (1604 AD.) 
by Grovinda, son of Nllakantha elder brother of RSma (published 
in 1945 by the Nirn. press); Muhurtatattva by GaneSa, son of 
Kei^ava (ms. in Bhau Daji collection of Bombay Asiatic Society); 
Muhurtadarsana (also called Vidyamadhavlya) by VidyS- 
madhava with a commentary called Muhurta-dlpikS (about 
1363 A D.) by his son Visnu, edited by Dr. Shamsastri (published 

( Continued from last page ) 

date and horoscope of the foundation of the city of Ahmedabad in hake 1314, 
Mamvat 1449, Vaisakha su. 5, Thursday, 15 ghads (ghatJs ) and pals* 

THE HOROSCOPE 



In the Bulletin of the London School of Oriental Studies vol. 9 for 
1935-37 there is a paper (pp. 125-139) on some chronological data relating 
to the Sassanian period in which reference is made to an Arabic book on 
astrology composed about 275 of the Hejira (equal to 888-889 A. D.) by a 
Persian astronomer and astrologer, the 2nd part of which describes a 
horoscope of the accession of Khosrove to the throne on a date corresponding 
to 18-8-531 A. D. (p, 129). 
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by Mysore University, 1933-1926, in three parts); Muhurta- 
dlpaka by Nagadeva (a short work in 9 folios, ms. in Bhau Daji 
collection); the Muhurta-martanda, composed in sake 1493, 
Magha (1573 A. D.), by Narayana, son of Ananta, of Tapara 
village to the north of the temple of Siva which is to the north 
of Devagiri, with his own commentary called Martandavallabha 
(published by Nirn. Press, 1925); Muhurtamala by Eaghunatha 
(ms. in Bhau Daji collection); Muhurta-muktavali (incomplete 
ms. with only 45 verses in the same collection). Out of these, 
three works alone are now available in print viz. Muhurta- 
darsana, Muhurta-cintamani and Muhurta-martanda. The rest 
are mss. (in Bombay Asiatic Society’s Library). In this section 
on muhurtas reliance has been placed mainly on the three 
printed works along with the Jyotisaratnamala of Sripati (about 
1039 A. D.), the Eajamartanda of Bhoja (ms in B. O. R. I., 
Poona) and the other works on Kala. Among the works 
described as especially dealing with muhurtas, the most elabo¬ 
rate are the Muhurta-cintamani (containing about 480 verses 
with a very exhaustive commentary) and the Muhurtadarsana 
(with about 600 verses) and also a very elaborate commentary. 
It would not be possible to deal with aU matters contained 
in these works. The Muhurtamartanda (containing 161 verses) 
follows a middle course. ^According to it the subjects dealt 
with in it are briefly as follows:—what positions and aspects 
of the planets, what yogas, what tithis, naksatras, months and 
conditions of the family and of the mind should be avoided in 
the case of subha (auspicious) actions; the proper times for 
samskaras, such as garbhadhana, pumsavana,jatakarma, piercing 
the infant’s ear, caula, upanayana, the end of the period of 
Vedio study; topics connected with marriage (this takes up 55 
verses i. e. a little over one-third of the entire work); times for 
kindling sacred domestic fire (grhyagni); times for construction 
of a house and for first entrance into it; the proper times for 
starting on a journey or marching against an enemy king; 
auspicious and inauspicious sakunas (omens or prognostications); 
times for king’s coronation, for wearing of rich clothes and 
ornaments and for agricultural operations, for sale and purchase 
of animals (such as cattle, horses), for bath with sesame and 
myrobalan, for finding lost articles, for constructing wells and 
tanks: times when Vedic study should be stopped ( arutdhyaya ) 
for long or temporarily; the results of a lizard or chameleon 
faUing on one’s body; what planet is inauspicious or auspicious 
in which sign from the sign of one’s birth; the punyakala of 
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Sankrantis. It may be mentioned that many of the provisiona 
about auspicious aspects of planets, about upanayana and 
marriage, construction of and first entrance into a house, ^akunas 
about the fall of lizards and chameleons were observed in the 
author’s boyhood and are still observed by many, though there 
is gradually an increasing looseness of observance in these 
matters. 

It should be noted that even as to sakunas Varaha-mihira 
puts forward the principle that it is the fruition of actions, good 
or evil, done in previous lives by men, that is manifested by 
sakunas for those who start on a journey or invasion, 

How people had become almost crazy with the idea of find¬ 
ing out a muhurta for everything from shaving, wearing a new 
garment to such solemn matters as marriage is well illustrated 
by the provision of a muhurta for a theft in the Muhurta- 
muktavali, viz. the act of thieving succeeds when done on the 
naksatras Aslesa, Mrgasiras, Bharanl, Svatl, Dhanistha, Citra 
and Anuradha, on a Saturday or a Tuesday and on a rikta tithi 
( 4 th, 9 th and Uth).828 

Before entering on a discussion about individual acts or 
rites, it is necessary, in order that the reader may understand 
the prescriptions about muhurtas, to explain some simple details 
of JatakcL. To discuss in detail all the details of Jataka works is 
much beyond the scope of this work and would necessitate the 
writing of a volume by itself. A middle course has to be followed. 
Besides naksatras, their lords and their classifications, one has 
to bear in mind the rasis, the planets and the bhavas (houses or 
places) in a horoscope. For these reliance will be mainly placed 
on the Brhatsarhhita and Brhaj-jataka of Varahamihira, the 
Saravall, Jyotisaratnamala of Sripati, the Rajamartanda, 
Jatakalahkara of Ganesa ( composed in sake 1535, 1613-4 A. I).). 
The 27 or 28 naksatras and their presiding deities have already 
been enumerated above (pp. 499-504 and note 731 ). It has to be 
remembered that the devata of a naksatra is often employed to 
indicate the naksatra or the tithi itself also. Here the classifica¬ 
tion of naksatras will be first discussed. From a passage of the 

23.1, 

(^ ?) \ vers 9 42 (ms. in 

Asiatic Society), 
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BrhadSranyaka Upanisad quoted above (in note 754), it is clear 
that the naksatras had very early (i. e. about 1000 B. C. at least) 
been classified as punya ( auspicious) and papa (inauspicious ) 
and into male and female. The Vedangajyotisa (Yajusa) gives 
a classification of naksatras into ugra and krura,^^ The 
naksatras are further classified in the Brhat-saihhita ( chap. 97. 
6-11) into dhruva ( or sthira = fixed), tiksna (or daruna), ugra 
(or krura), ksipra ( or laghu), mrdu ( or maitra), mrdutlksna 
(or sadharana or misra), cara ( or cala). 

The Br. S. ( 97. 6-11) states that on Dhruva naksatras the 
coronation of a king, santi (propitiatory rite for averting impen¬ 
ding evil or calamity ), planting of trees, foundation of a city, 
charitable acts, sowing seeds, and other permanent acts should 
be done; on tiksna naksatras succeed attempts to harm, the 
acquisition of mantra (mystic verse or formula), raising ghosts, 
arrest (of a person), beating, separating (two friends or) relation¬ 
ships ; ugra naksatras are to be used for success in extermination, 
destruction of another’s property, cheating, arrest, poisoning, 
incendiarism, striking with a weapon, killing; ksipra (or laghu) 
naksatras are declared as leading to success in sales, in making 
love, in the acquisition of knowledge, decoration, arts, crafts 
(such as carpentry), medicines, journeys; the mrdu naksatras 
are beneficial in securing friends, sexual affairs, clothes, orna¬ 
ments, auspicious ceremonies (marriage, upanayana See,) and 
singing; the mrdu-tiksna (or sadharana) naksatras produce 
mixed results (on which mild or fierce acts may be done); the 
cara naksatras are beneficial in doing fleeting actions. The 
Muhurta-martanda provides that wise men engage in actions 
similar to the names of the groups of naksatras for attaining 
success. It should be noticed that some works like the Jyotisa- 
ratnamala (IQ, 9 ) and the Muhurta-cintamani (II. 2-8) hold 
that Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday are respectively dhruva, cara, ugra, misra, laghu, 
mrdu, and tiksna and that actions that are appropriate for 
naksatras of those groups are appropriately performed on the 
respective week days. 

The Brhaj-jataka devotes fourteen verses for the characterl- 
stics of persons born on the 27 naksatras from Asvinl. Two 

829. ^ ^ 3 

^ verse 42 ). 

830. For classifications of nakutras, vide note 558 above* 

831. ^ * 3* n* h 
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verses are translated for sample a person born on Asivinls 

is fond of ornaments, is handsome, has a prepossessing appear¬ 
ance, is clever (in all things) and intelligent; one born on 
Bharanis is of firm resolve, truthful, free from disease, clever 
and free from worry; one born on Krttikas is a heavy eater, 
fond of other’s wives, impatient, famous; one born on Eohinl 
is truthful, pure, of agreeable speech, of resolute intellect and 
is handsome. The Rajamartanda in verses 16-40 sets out 
the synonyms of 27 naksatras which include the names of the 
lords of the naksatras and synonyms of the lords of naksatras. 
The Jyotisaratnamala, Bhujabala and M. C. 2, 22-23 divide 28 
naksatras (including Abhijit) into four groups of seven 
each, called * andhaksa ’ (blind), * mandaksa ’ (of dim sight), 
‘madhyaksa’ (of medium sight) and ‘svaksa’ (of good sight) and 
state that property stolen on ‘andhaksa’ naksatras may be recove¬ 
red quickly, stolen on ‘mandaksa’ naksatras after effort, stolen on 
‘madhyaksa’ (there is no recovery but) the owner may hear that 
it has been taken to a distant place by the thief; stolen on ‘svaksa* 
or ‘ sulocana’ the owner would not recover it nor even hear about 
its whereabouts. The Brhat-sarhhita (chap, 14) has already 
been referred to (on p, 530) in connection with the provinces of 
India governed by nine groups of naksatras (three naksatras in 
each group) and chapter 15 of the same (1-27) sets out what 
substances are governed by the 27 naksatras from Krttika 
to Bharanl.®^^ One verse is translated as a specimen: under 
Krttikas are white flowers, those who have consecrated the Vedic 
fires, those who know Vedic mantras, sutras and bhasyas 
(commentaries), ofScers over mines (or stores), barbers, 
brahmanas, purohita^ astrologers, potters. 

The Brhat-saihhita (104.1-5) declares what naksatras (out 
of 27) form part of Time looked upon as a purusa (Person). This is 

RiUiufi: 1-2. The (chap. 160 ) has the same 

verses as 16. 

833. The (pp. 253-254) arranges the 28 9r^fr?s couating from 

ihto the four groups (of seven each ) and calls them 
and viz. are 3171 ^^ HIVW? 

respectively, then Hsir» are the same four amr &c.; 

and so on. 
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an extension of a very old conception. The Tai Br. says: 
‘Prajapati has Hasta-naksatra as his hand, Citra as his head, 
Nistya (i. e. Svati) as his heart, the two stars of Visakha as the 
thighs, Anuradhas as his stability (or support). This is indeed 
Prajapati in the form of groups of naksatras ’ 

From the above it would be noticed that a naksatra astro¬ 
logy apart from the rasi astrology had been thoroughly developed 
in India while Ptolemy is hardly concerned with the naksatras, 
but concentrates only on rasis. 

The twelve rasis are to be found in the Zodiacal belt ( or 
circle); each extends over naksatras i. e. Mesa extends over 
Asvini, Bharani and J of Krttika, Vrsabha extends over f of 
Krttika, whole of RohinI and half of Mrgasirsa and so on. These 
twelve rasis from Mesa are identified respectively with the 
following limbs of the Kalapurusa viz. the head (Mesa), 
mouth (Vrsabha), chest, heart, stomach, waist, the abdomen 
(between the navel and the private parts), the private parts, the 
pair of thighs, the pair of knees, the two shanks, the two feet. 
Varaha adds that the words rasi, ksetra^ r/csa, him and 

bhavana are used as synonyms in Jataka. The purpose of the 
identification of rasis with the limbs of Kala put forward by 
astrological works is that if a malefic planet occupies in a 
person’s horoscope a certain rasi, he is adversely affected in that 
limb of his body to which the rasi corresponds among the limbs 
of Kala, but if a beneficent planet occupies at birth a rasi, then 
the person prospers as to the corresponding limb. This is 
auccintly put by the Sara vail (III. 5-6). The twelve rasis with 


835. ^ I I I 

xmx I qn ^ WT. I* 5. 2-7; qrPrm XV. 4. 141 ) 

derives Vedic from 

835a. 

U I. 4. on this quotes similar verses from 

STRtnmr, a predecessor mentioned by 39. 1, The 

I. 4 mentions the same limbs and rasis but in a shorter compass; 
the (chap. 5. 30-42 ) holds that Rudra assumed the form of Ka|a 

and identifies the rasis from Meto onwards with the head and other Hmbs 
of Kala and the Markandeyapurana (55. 75-79 ) assigns rasis to the several 
limbs of Narayana. 

tt ?cn^iTOf in. 6. 
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their English and Latin equivalents and their synonyms are set 
out below: 


English 

1 Latin 

Sanskrit 

Synonyms 

Ram 

Aries 

1 

Mesa 

{ 

Aja, chaga, kriya 

Bull 

Taurus 

\ 

Vrsabha 

Uksan, vrsa, go, gopati, tavuri 
(or Tavuru) 

Twins 

Gemini 

Mithuna 

Yugtna, weyaga, jituma, jutuma 
or jitina. 

Crab 

Cancer 

Karka 

Karkin, karkata, kullra 

Lion 

Leo 

Siihha 

Hari, Mrgendra, leya 

Virgin 

Virgo 

Kanya 

Ahgana, yuvati, pramadft, 
kumarl, Pathona ( Pathemf) 

Balance, 

Scales. 

Libra 

Tula 

Tauli, dhata, vanij, tul^dhaia, 

juka 

Scorpion 

Scorpio 

Vrseika 

Ali, klta, kaurpya or katirpi 

Archer 

i 

Sagittarius 

Dhanus 

1 

1 

Capa, karmuka, dhanvin, 
hayahga, Tauksika (or 
Tavkm) 

Qoat 

Capricornus 

Makara 

! 

Mrgasya, mrga, Akokera 

Water- 

carrier 

Aquarius 

Kumbha 

Ghata, kumbhadhara, hrdroga 

Pishes 

Pisces 

Mina 

Matsya, jhasa, animisa, Tttha 
(or Celt ha?) 


The words in this list that are put in italics are mentioned 
in a separate verse by Varaha (BrhaHataka I. 8 


1.8. The words 3 |V(^ create a dlfficnlty; 

Utpaia takes them to mean * and the last stgQi io this way *. * Afltyabha * 

is a pure Sanskrit word and not Greek and there is on this interpretation no 
Greek word corresponding to Mina (Pisces), Another commentator Gnna- 
(Continued on next Page ) 
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It should be noted that the list of synonyms is not exhaustive; 
other words with the same meaning are often employed. For 
example, for Simha, Mrgaraja may be used or for Mina the word 
prthuroman may be used. The words in italics are deemed by 
Weber and many others as borrowings from or Sanskrit adapta¬ 
tions of Greek words. It may be admitted that most of them 
bear a striking resemblance to Greek names of rasis. Pathona 
should be Pathena to correspond with the Greek word. There is 
no reason why kulira should be regarded as a Greek word. Kern 
(preface to Br. S. p. 29 ) thinks that it is a pure Sanskrit word. 
There is no Greek word corresponding to Kulira in Ptolemy. 
The word Karka or Karkin appears to mean ‘ white * and occurs 
as early as in Atharvaveda IV. 38. 6-7. All that the Brhaj-jataka 
(I. 8) means is that there are other words like kriya used for the 
twelve rasis in other works. Varahamihira frequently refers 
to the views of the Yavanas and sometimes differs from them. 
It has been shown by me in my paper on * Yavanesvara and 
Utpala * (in J. of Bombay Asiatic Society, voL 30, pp. 1-8 ) that 
there is a Sanskrit work on astrology called Yavana-jataka of 
about 4000 verses composed by a king of the Yavanas called 
Sphujidhvaja and another Vrddhayavanajataka also in several 
thousand verses by Mlnaraja who styles himself the overlord of 
Yavanas. I cannot agree with Prof. Sen-Gupta (‘Ancient Indian 
Chronology ’ p. 99 ) that words like Mesa and Vrsabha in verses 
like Bg. I. 51.1 (abhi tyam mesam) refer to rasis, when he himself 
had to concede that he could not find the other ten in the Bg. 


{Continued front last page ) 

kara says that the last rasi is called * cettha * (vide Subrahmanya Sastri’s 
translation of Brhajjataka p. 8). The T. S. S. edition of lias 

* > i. e. the last rasi is called * irthasi *. The has 


I 1.9. Ptolemy employs a Greek word for Pisces (Loeb Classical 
Library pp. 52, 314, 328 &c.), to which ‘ittha* or *ikthasi' or 'irthasi* would 
correspond rather than * cettha The Saravali (III. 7) reads 

• That shows that it bad no Greek word for 
* mina * before it. It may be noted that the Siravalt expressly says that as 
Varaha’s work is brief it ( Saravali ) took essential matters from the extea* 
sive Astras composed by Yavananarendra and others I have not been aUe 
to find the word ittha or a similar Sanskrit adaptation for Mina in the 
Brhajjataka. Vide Indische Studien vol. II. pp, 254-261 and JRAS for 
1893 p. 747 for the Greek and Latin cqnivalcnts of the Sanskrit for 

the signs of the zodiac, planets &c. 
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The appearance of the rasis is briefly described by the 
Brhajjataka^ I. 5 and explained by Utpala as follows : (The 
sign Mina i. e. Pisces) appears as two fishes ( each facing the 
tail of the other), Kumbha appears as a man carrying an empty 
jar placed on his shoulder, the sign of Gemini is represented as 
a man carrying a mace and a woman holding a lute, the sign of 
Sagittarius is a man with a bow whose legs are like those of a 
horse, the sign Capricorn is a crocodile with the face of a deer, 
sign of Libra is a person holding scales, the sign Virgo is 
represented by a maiden in a boat with an ear of corn in one 
hand and fire in the other; the remaining signs are similar (in 
form) to the objects indicated by their names and all signs reside 
in places appropriate to their names. For more detailed descrip¬ 
tions, vide the twelve verses quoted from Yavanesvara by Utpala 
which I have quoted and translated in my paper in the Journal 
of the Bombay Asiatic Society voL 50 parts 1 and 2 pp. 1-7 and 
which are found in the Yavana-jataka of Sphujidh^aja (a palm- 
leaf ms of which exists in the Nepal Durbar Library ) and in the 
Vrddhayavanajataka of Mlnaraja. Those verses also name the 
special objects and places governed by the different rasis. Several 
verses of Kasyapa are quoted by Utpala on Br. S. 40 that deal 
with the materials or things that are under the influence of the 
several rams. For example, Mesa is the lord of garments, 
woollens, cloth made of the hair of a young goat, of Masura pulse, 
wheat, resin, barley, gold and plants that grow on dry land®^® 
The Vamanapurana^^ ( chap. 5.45-60 ) describes the appearance 
of the rasis and the places and objects they reside in or dominate 
and the verses closely resemble the wording employed in the two 
Yavanajatakas of Sphujidhvaja and Minaraja. Some verses are 
quoted below by way of illustration. From Varaha’s description 
it appears that Mesa, Vrsabha, Karkata, Simha, Vrscika, 
Makara and Mina are figures of animals (either four-footed or 

837. jftcfT 

^ ^ H I- 5; some 

read (all move in the sky). But this appears redundant and 

meaningless. 

838. I ^ 

ehliddl tt 40. 2, If the reading be it meave ‘hide drami 

for oil * 

838a. ^ ^ I 

f$i9: fl ^rfS;: I ^ 

5 , 49 - 31 . 
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insects) and the remaining five resemble human beings with 
special characteristics in each case. These rasi names have 
more or less the same meanings in Babylonia, in Europe inclu¬ 
ding Greece and in India. But it should not be supposed that 
everywhere the several groups of stars were imagined to be 
identical with the figures of the same animals or of human beings. 
In China for instance, the twelve rasis are rat, ox, tiger, hare, 
dragon, serpent, horse, sheep, monkey, hen, dog and pig( Encyclo¬ 
paedia Americana, vol. 29 under the word ‘ zodiac* and New Funk 
and Wagnall’s Encyclopaedia vol. 36 under ‘Zodiac’)®^®. It is 
further stated that these are still found in some parts of Asia, 
in Japan and also among the remains of the Aztec race in 
America. There are many who deny that except for a few signs 
(like the Scorpion) there is hardly any very striking similarity 
between the twelve groups of constellations called Aries &c. and 
the natural appearance of the objects denoted by the twelve 
names.®^ The origin of the names assigned to Zodiacal signs is 
unknown. The zodiacal signs named Mesa, Vrsabha &. are 
purely imaginary, are mere subjective configurations of stars 
which appear to be in one plane and which appear to certain 
persons to possess somehow the outline of a scorpion or a 
lion which are, as modern astronomy tells us, situated at 
enormous distances (light years as they are called) from each 
other. The same constellation is often given different names; 
e. g. the constellation called Great Bear was called by Thales 
‘the wain’ (waggon drawn by horses). The twelve Zodiacal 
signs are clearly absent from the sacred astronomy of Egypt 
and the Egyptians knew nothing of the Zodiac before the 


839. Vide Campbell Thompson’s Intro, to ‘Reports of the Magicians 
&c.’ for a table of late Babylonian, Assyrian and modern English names of 
signs (pp. XXIII-XXIV) and Expository Times, vol 30 (for 1918) pp. 164-168 
on *Assyro-BabyIonian astrologers and their lore’ by T, G. Pinches. On p,167 
the latter says that Europe is indebted to the Babylonians for the names of 
the signs of the Zodiac except Crab and Archer and sets out the Babylonian 
names with their meanings and modern names (Ram &c.). These two 
tables do not agree. Babylonians called Capricorn goat>fiish. Bouche— 
Leclercq {on p. 57 note 1) gives a list of the twelve Chaldean zodiacal signs, 
which differs from both the above. 

S39a. Vide‘the Stars above us‘ by Prof. Zinner p. 35 and plate 111 
opposite p. 19 showing the Japanese animal sequence from Rat to Pig. 

840. Vide 'Introducing the universe' by J. C. Hickey p. 123. 

841. ‘Legacy of Egypt’ (ed. by Glanville) p. 162; ‘The names of the 
stars* by E. J, Webb p. 96. 
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Alexandrian age and very few Zodiacs are older than the Roman 
times. Since Assyriologists began to reveal the astronomies; 
knowledge in the valley of the Euphrates, the Babylonian 
origin of the Zodiac has been taken for granted by almost 
all scholars.**^ The dissenting voice is that of E. J. Webb 
in ‘ Names of stars’®*^ who very strenuously argues against the 
Babylonian origin of the Zodiacal signs and holds that the Zodiac 
as we know it is a Greek invention and that Cleostratus who 
according to Pliny was concerned in forming it lived about 520 
B. C. In spite of the vehemence of Webb’s arguments, in my 
humble opinion, he is far from convincing and for the present at 
least the Babylonian origin of the Zodiacal signs has to be 
accepted. The passage of Pliny on which Webb relies is diflferently 
understood by Prof. J. K. Forheringham.®” The latest work of 
Barton on ‘History of Science’ (1953) holds that the Zodiac had 
been distinguished by Babylonian astronomers a thousand years 
before Cleostratus and all that Cleostratus probably did was to 
divide those constellations into twelve equal lengths of the 
ecliptic i. e. the twelve signs of the Zodiac. A somewhat amusing 
argument has been advanced by Hickey that the fact that there 
are in the sky no animals (figures) suggestive of Egypt or India 
such as the hippopotamus and the elephant seems to rule out 
those countries as sources. Is there any logical necessity that 
certain animals must be introduced in a system of Zodiacal signs 
if that system originated in a certain country that may be the 
home of dozens of wild and tame animals ? Are all the principal 
animals of Mesopotamia or of Greece included in the seven animals 
that figure as signs, if one of the above two was the origin 

842. Vide Bouche-Leclercq. p. 53 (*L’ 'Astrologie Grecque ’); p. XVI of 
the Intro, to Heath’s ‘Greek Astronomy*; Alexander Moret on *The Nile and 
Egyplla>a civilization * (1927 ) p. 453 (where he says that the Greek Zodiac 
was itself derived from Babylonian astronomy }• 

843. Vide pp. 163--175 and p, 189 of 'Names of Stars* by E, J. Webb. 

844. Vide Journal of Hellenistic Studies, vol. 39 pp. 164-184 and 
vol, 45 pp. 78-83 (both by Fotheringham). ibid vol. 41 (pp. 70-85 ) * CIco- 
stratus Redivivus* by E. J. Webb (who himself remarks on p. 70 that the 
question when and by whom our constellations were invented is never likely 
to find its solution) and ibid, vol. 48 pp. 54-63 on * Cleostratus and his work* 
by E, J. Webb. Vide Prof. Neugebauer in 'Exact Sciences in Antiquity * p. 67 
{note) about the history of Zodiacal and planetary symbols being virtually 
unknown. But in the Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. IV at p. 28 
Prof. Neugebauer asserts that the predominant influence of Babylonian 
concepts on the grouping of stars into pictures must be maintained. 

845. Vide * Introducing the universe* p. 103 by J. C. Hickey. 
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of the present Zodiacal signs ? All the seven animals in the 
Zodiac are found in abundance in India even now, while some 
of them may not be found in the present day Greece or Baby¬ 
lonia. At present I am only concerned to say that out of the 
three ancient lands, viz. Egypt, Mesopotamia and Greece, 
Mesopotamia has the greatest claims to be regarded as the 
source of the Zodiacal signs. The case of India will be dealt 
with a little later on. 


The astrological rasis are®^ variously classified as male 
^ndfemale, cara ( movable) and sthva (fixed or lasting) and 


Rasi 

Lord of 

Male 

or 

Female 

Cara 

or 

Sthira 

dinabala 

or 

nisabala 

saumya 

or 

krura 

«« 

rt 

»a *0 

o iJ *0 
1. 8- 

f.* •‘(O 

Q. 

Mesa 

east 

male 

cara 

1 

n. 

krura 

P. 

Vrsabha 

south 

female 

sthira 

n. 

saumya 

P. 

Mithuna 

i 

west 

male 

dvisvabhava 

n. 

krura 

s. 

Karka 

north 

female 

cara 

n. 

saumya 

p. 

Siihha 

east 

male 

sthira 

d. 

krura 

k 

Kanya 

south 

female 

dvisvabhava 

d. 

Saumya 

s. 

Tula 

west 

male 

cara 

1 

d. 

i 

krura 

L 

Vrscika 

north 

female 

sthira 

[ 

1 d. 

saumya 

s. 

Dhanus 

east 

male 

dvisvabhava 

n. 

krura 

p* 

Makara 

south 

female 

cara 

1 

saumya 

p. 

Kumbha 

west 

male 

sthira 

d. 

krura 

A 

Mina 

north 

female 

dvisvabhava 

d. 

saumya 

both p. 
and 


846 . W 

#1^1 c??r 

Separate as^ + 3??T ( STTO or 

is the 5th or 9th rasi from a specified rasi (Brhaj-jataka 1. 11). There is ano¬ 
ther meaning of (which calls io I- 14 vie, 

manors of the Sun. Moon. Mars, 

Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn. 
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dvisvobhava (of both characters), as saumya (mild ) and krura 
(fierce or malignant), as dinabala (powerful by day), nisdbala 
(powerful by night), as prsthodaya (rising from the hind part), 
sirsodaya (rising by their head first) or ubhayodaya, and as 
lords of the four main directions (east &c.). The above 
table will show at a glance these classifications, in which n. 
stands for nisabala, d. for dinabala, p. for prsthodaya and s. for 
Sirsodaya. 

The Brhajjataka compresses these details in I. 10-11 and 
Utpala explains the purpose of some of these technical terms. 
Yatra (invasion) undertaken on sirsodaya rasis yields the 
desired result but if undertaken on prsthodaya raMs there is 
failure and one’s army is routed. Those born on krura signs 
are of cruel nature and those born on saumya signs are mild by 
nature, while those born on male signs are energetic and those 
born on female signs are mild. Those born on cara signs are 
unsteady by nature, those born on sthira signs are of a fixed 
nature and those born on dvisvabhava signs are of mixed chara¬ 
cter. The knowledge of the signs as lords of quarters is useful 
in finding out the direction where a person who stole something 
on a particular sign could be found or the stolen article could 
be found. Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos 1.11 speaks of Taurus, Leo, 
Scorpio and Aquarius as solid signs ( sthira ) and Gemini, Virgo* 
Sagittarius, Pisces as bi-corporeal ( dvideha or dvisvabhava ), and 
in 1.12 there is agreement with Brhajjataka as to the masculine 
and feminine signs but there is disagreement as to diumal 
( dinabala) and nocturnal signs ( nisabala), since Ptolemy holds 
that Aries and other signs are alternately diurnal or nocturnal^ 
while Varaha holds Aries and the next three and also Sagittarius 
and Capricornus as nocturnal and the rest diurnal. It does not 
appear that the Brhajjataka knows of the commanding and 
obeying signs (Tetrabiblos I. 14) and of signs which behold 
each other or of disjunct signs (Tetrabiblos I. 15 and 16 ). The 
Br. J. (L 20) and Laghujataka I. 6 assign the following colours to 
the twelve rasis from Mesa onwards viz. red, white, green (like 
a parrot’s body ), dark-red (pink), whitish like smoke, speckled, 
dark, golden, yellowish, variegated, deep brown (like ichneu¬ 
mon ), white. There is hardly anything corresponding to this 
in the Tetrabiblos. The rasis are also divided into four classes 
viz, anthropomorphic ( Mithuna, Kanya, Tula, Dhanus forepart, 
Kumbha), quadruped (Mesa, Vrsa, Siihha, Dhanus latter 
portion, Makara forepart), aquatic (Karkata, Mina, Makara 
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latter part), insect (Scorpion). Vide Tetrabiblos IV. 4 pp. 389 
and 391 for slightly varying enumeration. 

Br. J. (chap. 17.1-12 ) sets out the characteristics of persons 
born when the Moon was in Mesa and the following rasis and 
remarks at the end (in verse 13) that the results described will 
come out fully if the moon, the rasi it occupies and the lord of 
that rasi are powerful. In Be. J. 1.19 it is said that two-footed 
rasis ( mithuna, kanya, tula, kumbha and forepart of dhanus) are 
powerful by day if they be in kendra ; four-footed raMs ( mesa, 
vrsa, simha, makara forepart and dhanus latter part) are power¬ 
ful at night in kendra position and the rest i. e. watery signs 
and insect signs (kullra, vrseika, mina and latter part of 
makara) are powerful at twilight, when in kendra position. Br. 
J. 18. 20 provides that similar results (as in chap. 17) follow if 
a person is born when the lagna at his birth is mesa or any one 
of the other rams. 


Planets, their relations to the rasis and their conjoint influ¬ 
ence will now be briefly indicated. We saw above (pp. 493-495) 
that in the Vedic Saihhitas and Brahmanas express references to 
planets other than Jupiter are almost absent, that in some Vedic 
verses five planets and Venus (as Vena) appear to be referred to. 
Svarbhanu, the son of an asura, is said to have struck the sun 
with darkness (i. e. caused an eclipse) in Bg. V. 40. 5,6, 8, 9. 
In the Chandogya Upanisad the soul that has acquired true 
knowledge is said to shake off the body after casting off all evil 
like a horse (that casts off dust by) shaking his hair ( mane 
and tail) or like the moon becoming free from the mouth of 
Rahu.®*^ The MaitrayanI Upanisad mentions Sani, Rahu 
(ascending node) and Ketu (descending node). But hardly 
anything is said about the astrological significance of planets 
in the ancient Vedic Literature. In the Mahabharata there are 
plenty of references to the evil influence of planets, but that is 
restricted to naksatras. Both B5.hu and Ketu are said in 
Karpaparva to rise in the sky for (i. e. portending) the destruc¬ 
tion of the world. Kautilya offers the curious information 
that a foreknowledge of rainfall can be had from the position, 
the motion and the garbhadhana of Jupiter, from the rising, 
setting and motion of Venus and from the natural and unnatural 


viil. 13. 
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aspects of the sun and that from the sun the sprouting of the 
seed (can be predicted), from Jupiter the formation of abundant 
sheaves of corn when the seeds are sown and from the 
( movements ) of Venus rainfall ( can be predicted). It will 
be seen from the above that general or universal ( not individual 
or horoscopic ) astrology like the reports made by royal priests 
in Mesopotamia was prevalent in India many centuries before 
Christ. The Brhajjataka (II. 2-3 ) enumerates the nine planets, 
Sun, Moon, Mercury, Mars, Saturn, Jupiter, Venus, Rahu and 
Ketu and furnishes some synonyms of all these. 

Observations of planets by the Babylonians go back to 
2nd millennium B. C. Venus was the first to be studied. Tables 
about Venus based on observations are found from 1921-1901®^^ 
B. C.; Jupiter and Mars were also observed. Jupiter was held to 
be normally favourable when he shone brightly or followed the 
moon, while Mars was the planet of ill-luck, but, if Mars shone 
weakly or disappeared, its evil influence disappeared. Saturn as 
its name indicates (‘firm standing one’) was regarded mostly a 
planet of good luck. Various favourable prognostications were 
made about a child, according as the planets like the Moon, Venus 
or Jupiter were rising or unfavourable prognostications were 
made if Mars was rising or if Jupiter or Venus were setting.^^’ 
Each planet received a variety of names in the astronomical 
texts of Babylonia. The teaching that every planet has 
its exaltation i. e. the strongest pitch of its might and influence 
when in a particular sign goes back to ancient Babylonia. 
The arrangements of the order of planets differed at diff^erent 
times. Planet comes from a Greek word meaning ‘ a wanderer ’ 
and the word was applied to the planets because as compared 
with the stars they appeared to wander in different ways and at 

850 . 

II. 24th p. 116 (Sham shastri’s ed. of 1919 ). For 

as to rainfall, vide chapter 22. Aratus (270 B. C.) and Theophrastus 

( 322 B. C.) say that the disappearance of the constellation corresponding 
to our Pusya was reckoned by the ancients as a sure presage of rain. Vide 
Dr. Fleet in J. R. A. S. for 1911 at p. 516. 

851. Vide Heath’s ‘Greek Astronomy *, Introduction pp. XVII-XVIII, 
Meissner’s ‘ Babylonien and Assyrien’ (1925) vol. II pp. 254-256; Sarton io 
* A history of Science * p. 77. 

852. M. Jastrow in *the Religion of Babylonia and Assy^ria* (1898) 
p. 460. 

853. Meissner, ibid. vol. II p. 406, 
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different times.*®* In modern times there are three more planets, 
viz. Uranus, Neptune and Pluto discovered respectively in 1781, 
1846 and 1930 A. D.*®® Bouche Leclercq mentions that modern 
astrologers asserted that Chaldeans saw Uranus and Neptune 
and three other planets (Juno, Vulcan and Pluto), when they had 
good eyes (p. 573 note 2 of ‘L’ Astrologie Grecque). 

The Br. J. (II. 2-3), Saravali (IV. 10-11) and Rajamartanda 
(verses 8-15) set out the various names for the sun, the moon 
and the other seven planets. They are specified in the note*®® 

854. C. V. Mad ran on 'P^abylonian Astrology and its relation to tbe Old 
Testament' (United Church Publishing House, Toronto) p. 27, Prof. 
Neugebaiier in E. S. A. p. 162 ( for arrangements of planets in cuneiform 
texts in Seleucid period and in Greek horoscopes ). In the Seleucid period the 
standard arrangement was Jupiter—Venus—Mercury—Saturn—Mars. Ordinary 
arrangement in Greek horoscopes is Sun, Moon. Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, 
Mercury. For the planetary week the arrangement in Greece is said to be 
Saturn-Jupiter-Mars-Sun-Venus-Mercury-Moon. On p. 163 Prof. Neugebauer 
thinks that Hindu arrangement of planets is obviously Greek in origin for 
two reasons, as it is based on the arrangement according to distance from the 
earth and also on a division of days into 24 hours, which is not Babylonian 
but Hellenistic and ultimately of Egyptian origin. In this latter he can be said 
to be wrong, as a similar arrangement of week days can be arrived at by 
relying on the 60 ghatika system of India. We saw above that horii in 
Indian astrology has three meanings, viz. Jataka, lagna and half a sign, but 
the very early Sanskrit astrological texts at least do not appear to employ the 
word hora in the sense of ‘hour’ or ^^^th part of the whole day or j^sth part 
of the day. Any one who asserts that the arrangement of week days is copied 
from the Greeks must prove two things, (1) the definite time when the Greeks 
hit upon the particular arrangement of planets for purposes of week-days and 
(2) the borrowing people had definitely not arrived at the same arrangement 
before the Greeks, Prof. Neugebauer, so far as I can see, offers hardly any evi¬ 
dence on any of these two matters beyond mere assertions and conjectures. It 
has further to be remembered that Alberuni (Sachau, vol. I. p. 343) states that 
nobody in India uses the hours except the astrologers, for they speak of the 
dominants of the hours. The 30 muhurtas of ahoratra are much older than 
the Satapatha Er, and it was easy to divide a muhuria into two nadis or 
ghatikas as the Arthasastra does (I. 19 p, 37 ‘ Nalikabhiraharastadha ratrim ca 
vibhajet) and Puranas like Visnu VI. 3. 6-9 do. There is hardly anything in 
the vast Sanskrit Literature (of ancient or medieval times) to show that 
common people or writers ( not being astronomers or astrologers ) employed 
the method of 24 hours of the day, 

855, Vide Prof. Van Pen Bergh in 'Universe in space and time' p. 177 
and D. S. Evans in ‘Frontiers of astronomy' p. 41 for tables and data about 
planets from Mercury to Pluto as regards distance from the Sun, period of 
revolution, diameter, mass &c. 

856. The sun : 

(Continued on next page) 
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below and the names underlined are deemed by Western writers 
to have been derived from Greek; but it should be noted that no 
Greek name for the moon occurs in these or other works and 
I am not convinced that Jiva is a Greek word or adaptation 
of a Greek word. The word Jiva occurs in the figveda itself in 
many places (as in Bg. 1.164.30, X 18.37 ) and means ‘ living 
being, an individual ’ and in Chandogya Upanisad VI. 3.2 it 
means ‘ individual soul When Brhaspati came to be regarded 
as the most prominent of planets and was said to preside over 
knowledge and happiness (as in Br. J. II. 1. ‘Jivo jnana-sukham*) 
he came to be regarded as the very life of beings and was called 
Jiva. The Saravali (X. 116) says that Brhaspati is the life of men 
(Brhaspatir-nrnam jivah). In Bhujabala it is said ‘ what will all 
the planets do to him in whose horoscope Jupiter is in kendra 
position. A herd of wild elephants is killed by a single lion.’®^? 
The Br. J. and Saravali provide that further synonyms may be 
derived from popular usage. 

In the following some characteristics of the planets (based 
on Br. J. U. 5'-7 ) are brought together, viz. the colour ruled by 
each, the lords of each, the direction, element, Veda and class 
(brahmana, ksatriya &c.) dominated by each and whether they 
are beneficent or malefic. 

(Continued from last page ) 

2 The moon— 

Qhs, 

3 Mars— 

3m » 

4 Mercury— 

(or ). 

5 Jupiter—^, 5 ^, 3 n|^, 

^(w. 

6 Venus 

7 Saturn—aif^cT, an#, 

8 Rahu— 3 ^;, 3ig, 315^, gnR; 

aigcf^, 

9 Ketu—argy^^T, TjiRur. Vide Campbell Thompson's 

•Reports of the magicians &c.' vol. II. Introduction p. XXIII. for the Baby¬ 
lonian and Assyrian names for Moon (Sin), Sun (Shamash) and soon. 
The sun is called Helin in Devipurana quoted by Hemadri on vratas. vol. II» 
p. 434 and frequently in Bhavisyapurana as in I. 104. 2 ^ ^9^ 3 

?TnT^; I 5*1: 5?!: 0 > 

857. fife ir^r: I ** 

p. 280 verse 1202. 
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In the Yogayatra VI. 1 a distinction is made between the 
gods that rule the eight directions and the planets that rule 
them. Indra, Agni, Yama, Nirrti, Varuna, Vayu, Yaksa 
( Kubera) and Siva are the lords of the eight directions from 
East to North-East, while the same directions are governed by 
planets as in the above table. 

The purpose for these classifications is explained as follows : 
As regards colours ruled by planets, they are useful in indicat¬ 
ing the colour of the thing lost by or stolen from a man and the 
colour of the flowers with which the planets are to be worshipped; 
the lords of the planets are to be worshipped along with the 
planets in grahapTija-, the direction in which a king should 
march on an invasion is indicated by planets that rule the 
directions; according as beneficent or malefic planets are power¬ 
ful in the horoscope, the character of the person concerned is 
indicated as good or bad. The Br. J. II. 7 further provides 
that the Moon, the Sun and Jupiter are lords of sattva-guvia^ 
Mercury and Venus of rajo-guna. Mars and saturn of tamoguva, 
Utpala points out that Varaha differs from Yavanesvara, who 
regards the Sun, Mars and Jupiter as Sattvika, the Moon and 
Venus as full of rajoguna, Saturn as having tamoguna and 
Mercury taking on the character of the planet with which it is 
in conjunction.^^®^ Rahu is the ascending node or the point where 
the orbit of the moon intersects the ecliptic in passing northwards. 
Br. J. (II. 8-11) and Laghujataka II. 13-19 describe the form and 
appearance of the planets from the Sun to Saturn, giving full 
rein to association of ideas, imagination and to personification 
of them. For illustration, I translate one verse (10 ) ‘ Jupiter®®^ 
has a large body, his hair and eyes are brownish in colour, 
he has eminent intellect and has a phlegmatic constitution; 
Venus is given to pleasures, has handsome body and pretty eyes, 
has wind and phlegm in his constitution and black but curling 
hair on his head. ’ Another table based on Br. J. II. *11, 12, 14 
and Saravali IV. 15-16 about the parts of the human body 


858a. ^ ^ ^ 

on II. 7, The verse occurs on folio 6 oi 

( Nepal ms,) 

859. l • 

H II. 10; compare the similar des¬ 

criptions in ffcH. 8. 53, 
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governed by the planets, about their {sthana)^ about 
the kinds of cloth they govern, about the metals, precious stones 
and the flavours they rule is given below. 


Planet 

bodily 1 
part i 

habitat 

cloth 

metals & 
jewels 

rasa 
{flavour) 

i 

Sun 

1 

bones ' 

1 

temple 

1 coarse 

copper 

1 pungent 

1 

Moou 

blood ' 

watery place 

cloth fresh 
from loom 

jewels 

, salt 

[ 

Mars 

marrow 

fire-place 

burnt in a part 

gold 

bitter 

Mercury 

skin 

1 play-ground 

wet 

bronze 

mixed (all 
six together) 

Jupiter 

fat 

treasury 

neither new nor 
much worn 

silver 

sweet 

Venus 

semen ' 

bedroom 

strong 

pearl 

sour 

Saturn 

muscles 

dust-hole 

tattered 

iron 

astringent 


It was said that if Jupiter was in his own house (i. e. 
Dhanus or Mina), then Jupiter also ruled over gold.®^ The 
object of assigning these was practical, viz. the astrologer could 
judge of the place of birth if the planet was powerful or of the 
place of the thief or, if a question were put about the food which 
one invited to a dinner may be served with, the powerful 
planet would suggest the kind of food. 

The Br. J. (II. 5 ) states that the Sun, Mars and Jupiter are 
masculine, the Moon and Venus feminine, while Mercury and 
Saturn are neuter or common ( napamsaka ). Here Tetrabiblos 
differs (I. 6 ), as it regards Saturn as masculine. Acc, to Br. J. 
II. 21 the Moon, Mars and Saturn are nocturnal (powerful at 
night), the Sun, Jupiter and Venus are diurnal (powerfulby 
day) and Mercury is common (both diurnal and nocturnal X 
The Tetrabiblos differs (I 7 ) by making Venus nocturnal and 
Saturn diurnal. 


860. Vide Tetrabiblos III. 12 pp. 319 and 321 for parts of tbc human 
body governed by planets, which description differs from that of the Br. J, 

861. 3nKn% 

quoted by 3^ OD H. 12. The relation 

planets and the chief metals was. it seems, based on colour 
The theory that different planets governed different areas and limbs of the 
body led to the influence of astrology on medicine ^ 
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Certain rasis are declared to be the houses ( svagrha ) of 
planets and certain other rasis as their ucca ( exaltation ) and 
certain parts or degrees of the ucca are declared to be paramocca; 
the 7th rasi from the ucca is said to be nica i. e. depressed and 
certain parts (or degrees) of the latter are said to be paramamca. 
The Sun and the Moon have each only one rasi as svagrha, while 
the other five planets have two each. The following diagram 
will indicate all this at a glance : 


Planet 

Svagrha 

sign of 
Exaltation 

sign of 
Depression 

Sun 

SiiTiha 

Mesa 

10 

Tula 

10 

Moon 

Karkata 

Vrsabha 

3 

Vrscika 

3 

Mars 

Mesa and Vrscika 

Makara 

28 

Karkata 

28 

Mercury 

Mithuna and Kanya 

Kanya 

15 

Mina 

15 

Jupiter 

Dhanus and Mina j 

Karkata 

5 

Makara 

5 

Venus 

Vrsabha and Tula 

Mina 

27 

Kanya 

27 

Saturn 

Makara and Kumbha 

Tula 

20 

Mesa 

20 


The figures under signs of exaltation and depression are the 
anisas (degrees) resi)ectively of paramocca and paramanlca. 
The explanation offered by Yavanajataka of Sphujidhvaja and 
the Vrddhayavanarjataka of Minaraja is that the sign of Leo 
was assigned to the Sun as his house because it is the most 
powerful sign and Cancer (a watery sign) was assigned to the 
Moon, and the Sun and the Moon each gave one sign out of the 
remaining to the other five planets viz. Kanya, Tula, Vrscika, 
Dhanus and Makara were given by the Sun to Mercury, Venus, 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn (arranged according to distance) and 
the Moon gave to the same five planets one each of the rasis of 
Mithuna, Vrsabha, Mesa, Mina and Kumbha ( vide my paper 
gn ‘Yav^nesvara and Utpal^’ in J. B. B. R. A. 9 . voL 30 on p. § 
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for the verses of Minaraja and p. 7 for translation). Tetrabiblos 
I. 17 practically gives a similar explanation about houses 
(svagrhas ) and 1.19 agrees with Br. J. 1.13 about the exaltation 
and depression signs. Ptolemy does not give the degrees (of 
paramocca and paramanlca^-). 

That rasi that is occupied by its own lord or has an aspect 
( drsti ) of its lord or is occupied by Mercury or Jupiter or has 
an aspect with them is powerful if it be not occupied by any 
one or more of the remaining planets or has no aspect with any 
one of the rest. There is a further provision that Scorpion if it 
is in the 7th house is powerful, the human signs (Mithuna, 
Kanya, Tula, the forepart of Dhanus and Kumbha) are powerful 
in the lagna, the watery signs (Karkata, Mina, latter half 
of Makara) are powerful if they occupy the 4th house and 
the quadrupeds (Mesa, Vrsa, Siihha, latter half of Dhanus, 
and the forepart of Makara) are powerful in the 10th house 
(Br. J. 1.17.) 

The natural powerfulness of planets is in the following 
order: Saturn, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, the Moon, the 
Sun, each succeeding one is more powerful than each preceding 
one; if the powder of any two or more is equal in other respects, 
then one has to take into consideration this natural powerfulness 
for determining which is more powerful. 

The astrological houses in a horoscope are twelve and each 
is expressed by various synonyms, many of which indicate 
what particular matters are to be judged from the state of that 
house. They are enumerated in Br. J. 1. 15-19, Laghujataka 
I. 15-19, Saravali III. 26-33. 


*9 II I I 

^ ' folio ^ of palm-leaf Nepal 

ms. of of Q. by with slight variations as from 

on i. 13, Vide HUNcff HI. BS-'BG for 

1E?fir4 m w I* Hi vide also I. 19. 

864. 

n II. 7, quoted by on n. 21, the las^t 

quarter of which is * ^ where 

for ), and nSf. 

H. D, 73 
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1st house — hora^ tanu, kalpa, sakti, murti, lagna, deha, ahga, 
udaya, vapus, adya, vilagna. 

2nd „ —dhana, sva, kutumba, artha, kosa. 

3rd „ —sahottha, vikrama, paurusa, sahaja, duscikya. 

4th „ —bandhu, grba, suhrt, patala, hibuka, vesma, sukha, 
caturasra, ambu, jala, amba, yana, vahana. 

5tb „ —suta, dhl, putra, pratibha, vidya, vak-sthtoa, 
trikona. 

6th „ —ari, ripu, ksata, vrana. 

7th „ —^jaya, jamitra, dyuna, dyuta^ patnl, strl, cittottba, 
astabhavana, kama, smara, madana. 

8th „ —^marana, randhra, mrtyu, vinasa, caturasra, chidra, 
vivara, lay a, yamya. 

9th „ —subha, guru, dharma, punya, tritrikona, trikona, 
tapas. 

lOth „ —aspada, mana, karma, mesurana^ ajna, kha, gagana, 
tata, vyapara. 

11th „ —aya, bhava, labha, agama, prapti. 

12th „ —vyaya, rihpha (or rispha ), antya, antima. 

It should be noted that the appellations given to these 
bhavas are of two classes, (1) those which are used as mere 
designations, without indicating the special function of the 
house, such as hora, duscikya, mesurana, rihpha, caturasra; the 
second class of these appellations conveys the special functions 
of the houses, such as tanu ( body), sva ( wealth ) or kutumba 
(family}, sahaja (brothers ). 

There are certain appellations that apply to a number of 
houses. The 1st, 4th, 7fch and 10th houses are all called kantaka, 
kendruy catustaya, the houses beyond the kendra are called 
panaphara ( 2nd, 5th, 8fch and 11th), the 3rd, 6th, 9th and 12th 
houses are called Apoklimay 6th, 8th and 12th houses are called 
trika; the 3rd, 6th, 10th and 11th houses are called upacaya and 
the rest are called apacaya. Garga held that the 3rd, 6th, 10th 
and 11th are called upacaya only if there is no aspect of them 
with malefic planets or with the enemy of the lord of them. 
Trikona is claimed to be a Greek word. 

From the several names of the bhavas, it appears that the 
following were to be predicted from the several bhavas; from 
first bhava, health and the growth of the body; from 2nd the 
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wealth of one s family; from 3rd brothers (and sisters) and 
valour; from 4th relatives friends, happiness, house and mother; 
from 5th sons, intellect, learning; from 6th enemies and wounds; 
from 7th wife, love affairs., marriage; from 8th death, one’s 
foibles and sins; from 9th dharma, elders (including parents), 
austerities; from 10th actions and dignities or position and 
father; from 11th acquisition of good qualities and of wealth; 
from 13th expenditure, debts. 

Thibaut (in Grundriss p. 68) following Jacobi boldly asserts 
that the doctrine of the twelve astrological houses which is a 
chief point in the Indian system found developed in Varaha- 
raihira does not occur among Western authorities earlier than 
Firmicus Maternus (middle of 4th century A. D.) and that 
Greek astrology entered into India only between Firmicus and 
Varahamihira. One is regretfully constrained to say that this 
is a case of one blind man following another. In the first place 
the conception of houses (bhavas ) is not totally absent even in 
Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos, as can be seen in II. 8 p. 191, IIL 10 
pp. 273-275 (Loeb Classical Library), where houses I, Vll, IX, X 
and XI are referred to, though Ptolemy does not pay much 
attention to the system of hhaias. Probably this escaped the 
attention of both Jacobi and Thibaut. In the second place, the 
system of bhavas does not occur for the first time in Varaha. 
Varaha refers to a host of Indian writers before him as will be 
shown below in whose works the system appears in a fully 
developed form. It is not possible to believe that all this vast 
literature was developed in a hundred years or so after Firmicus. 
Besides, authors like Garga, Parasara, who are placed between 
the Vedangajyotisa and the siddhantas ( about 800 B. C. to 250 
A.D.) knew this system and Garga is assigned to 50 B. C. by Kern 
(Preface to Br.S. p. 50). Thibaut, a great scholar, proposing to write 
an encyclopaedic work on Jyotisa is content to rely on Jacobi and 
does not appear to have cared to see for himself even Ptolemy and 
examine works like the Atharvana Jyotisa, the Vaikhanasasutra, 
Visnudharmottara which teach astrology based on naksatras. 
This, to say the least, is most surprising. Prof. Zinner (in * Stars 
above us ’) p. 67 says that the twelve houses denote life, business, 
brothers, father, sons, health, wife, death, religion, gain, good 
deeds, gaol. In the 3rd place Thibaut takes no account of Sanskrit 
works written by Yavanas settled in India, to whom VarSba 
frequently refers, from whom he sometimes differs on vital 
points of doctrine and from whom Utpala quotes hundred of verses. 
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which are found in the ancient Yavanajataka of Sphujidhvaja. Fur¬ 
ther, it has been shown above (pp. 533“34) that extant references 
to astrology based on naksatras actually exhibit the names of 
at least five bhavas centuries before Firmicus. It is quite 
possible to argue that Firmicus borrowed his astrology from the 
predecessors of Varaha, who were Greeks and wrote in Sanskrit, 
or that even Ptolemy did so as he knows of the bhavas, but 
furnishes only a dilettante treatment. It may be further noted 
that no adaptations of Greek words for all the bhavas from the 
first to the twelfth are to be found in Sanskrit works. Such 
words occur only for some viz. 1st, 3rd, 4th, 7th, lOth and 12th 
bhavas and for groups of a few bhavas ( such as kendra, pana- 
phara and apoclima ). Besides, the peculiar points to be deduced 
from the several bhavas as stated in Br. J do not all agree with 
what Firmicus says. Varaha designates the 2nd bhava as 
kutumba and sva (family, wealth) while Firmicus calls it 
‘lucrum’ (how one shall earn ones living); the 11th 
bhava is called aya (income) and bhava by Varaha while 
Firmicus calls it the house of good deeds; in Firmicus the 
4th bhava is that of father or parents, while Varaha calls it 

* bandhu ’ ( relatives ) and grha in Br. J. and ‘ suhrt ’ ( friends ) 
in Laghujataka and some later Indian writers say that 4th and 
10th bhavas are respectively of the mother and father. In 
Firmicus the 6th and 12th bhavas are respectively wealth and 
jail, while Varaha bolds them to be ‘enmity ’ and ‘ expenditure*. 

Certain technical words have yet to be explained. One 
meaning of hora is half a rasz. In the case of the rasis of odd 
numbers (viz. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9,11) the lord of the first half is the 
sun and that of the 2nd half is the moon, while in the case of 
rasis of even numbers (2, 4, 6, 8,10, 12 ) the lord of the 1st half 
is the moon and of the 2nd half the sun (Br. J. 1.11). The 
purpose of this is that those born on sun’s bora are energetic 
( assertive) by nature and those born on moon’s hora are mild 
by nature. Br. J. (1.12) mentions the view of some^ (of 

I. 12; quotes on this a verse of 

* 3m?T g ^ I 

H \ This verse occurs in the of on folio 2. 

It would be noticed that one is the same in both and 

In the of (Nepal ms,) the 24 boras of the 12 rasis are 

described at length in about 48 rather poetic verses and it winds up the 
description with the words ‘ 

(folio 9.) 
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Yavanesvara, according to Utpala) that the lord of the first hora 
is the same as the lord of the rasi and the lord of the second hora 
is the lord of the 11th house in the horoscope. The result of this 
view would be that all planets can be lords of horas and not the 
sun and the moon alone as Varaha, Satya and others say. Each 
rasi (of 30 degrees) is divided into three parts, each of 10 degrees, 
called dreskana or drekkana or drkana or drgana ( in Br. J. III. 
5, probably for the sake of the metre ). The lords of the three 
parts of each rasi are respectively the lord of the rasi itself ( of 
the first part), the lord of the 5th rasi ( of the 2nd part) and the 
lord of the 9th rasi (of the 3rd part). For example, in the case 
of Vrsabha(of which the lord is Venus), the lords of the 1st, 
2nd and 3rd parts are respectively Venus, Mercury (lord of 5th 
from Vrsabha) and Saturn (lord of 9th from Vrsabha). And so 
on for the other rasis. 

A few words must be said about dreskana. Weber and 
others think that it represents the Greek word * decanoiThe 
* dekans' were a legacy from ancient Egypt, which had origi¬ 
nally no zodiacal signs. Bouche-Leclercq has discussed the 
question of decans at great length in his ‘ L ’ Astrologie Grecque ’ 
pp. 215“*240. The decanal system can be traced as far back as 
the third dynasty of Egypt (about 2800 B. C.) and may be older 
still. Originally, the decans were conspicuous stars or groups 
of stars rising at particular hours of the night during 36 
successive periods of ten days each that constituted the year in 
Egypt. The series began with Sirius and they were distributed 
in a wide equatorial belt. The ancient Egyptians had a fixed 
idea that each division of time, large or small, must have its 
protective tutelary deity. Therefore, the decans were originally 
the divinities ( or gmii ) that presided over the 36 decades of the 
Egyptian year. Each period of ten days was marked by the 
rising of the next decan on the eastern horizon at sunset. 
Bouche Leclercq points out that in the Egyptian language a 
specific name (like the Greek word ‘ decanos ’) is not met with 
and that the decans are designated by a number of synonyms. 
When the Zodiacal signs were introduced in Egypt by the 


866 . * Legacy of Egypt * ed. by S, R. K. Glanville ( Oxford, 1942, 
p. 163 ). 

867. * L * Astrologie Grecque* p. 220 note 2. Vide * The royal art of 
Astrology’ by Eisier p. 82 and plate VII facing p. 81 for Egyptian Dccan-sUra 
on the lids of a sarcophagus of the 6th Dynasty. 
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Greeks, the tutelary spirits slipped into or got intertwined with 
the signs of the Zodiac ( each sign of 30 degrees being divided 
into decans of 10 degrees) and played an important part in 
astrology. The original division referred to the equator, while 
the later distribution of 36 decans among the twelve signs refers 
to the^ ecliptic. Bouche Leclercq avers (p. 53) that it has 
been proved beyond doubt that the Egyptian Zodiacs (they had 
four, viz. 2 at Denderah, one at Esneh and one at Akhnum) are 
all of the Eoman epoch and are imitations of the Greek Zodiac. 

The Brhajjataka has a special chapter 27 (in 36 verses) 
called dreskanadhyaya in which the 36 presiding deities of 
dreskanas are described. This chapter appears to conserve the 
ancient Egyptian conception of the decans as guardian®^ divi¬ 
nities. The language must be regarded as rather metaphorical 
or symbolic. It is parts of the Zodiac that are being described. 
Nearly two-thirds of 36 are male and the rest are female. Some 
composite figures of males and females and quadrupeds or birds 
or serpents occur. In verses 2, 19 and 21 (of chap. 27 ) Varaha 
expressly says that he only sets out what the Yavanas have said. 


868 , Vide Webb in Journal of Hellenistic Studies, vol. 48 (1925) p. 56, 
Prof. Neugebauer in E. S. A. pp, 81-83. The latter notes that with the 
exception of Sirius and its neighbours decans have defied identification 
with known constellations. Vide Prof. Neugebauer*s latest note on * The 
Egyptian Decans ’ in * Vistas in Astronomy ' (ed, A. Beer, vol. I. pp. 47-51). 

869. Vide for ‘Dreskana* Colebrooke’s Miscellaneous essays, vol. 11. pp* 
364-373. Colebrooke (on pp. 370-71 ) states that Manilius employs the 
word Decania, that Firmicus differs in the names and does not allow the 
complete degrees to each decanus. This would show that the Br. J. could 
not have followed about dreskana Firmicus in astrology as Jacobi suppo¬ 
sed but some other more ancient author. Nor can it be said that the Br J. 
follows Manilius. The description of the middle dreskana of Mesa rather 
resembles the rotund figure in Plate 10 in Prof. Neugebauer*s book ‘ Exact 
Sciences in Antiquity ’ p. 83, which plate reproduces the representation of 
the Decan deities on the tomb of Senmut (in Egypt). B. L. Van Der 
Waerden in his paper • Babylonian Astronomy; thirty-six stars * in Journal 
of Near East Studies, vol. VIII (pp. 6-26) shows how thirty-six stars from 
old Babylonian times finally became mixed up with the twelve Zodiacal 
signs and 36 Egyptian decans. On p. 8 he gives lists of 36 constellations, 
the so called * decans *, which were found on coffin lids of the middle king¬ 
dom in Egypt and on ceilings of tombs belonging to kings of the New 
Kingdom. The risings, culminations and settings of dccan constellations 
were supposed to determine not only the date but also the time of the night. 
On p. 20 he gives a table of Babylonian stars and their modern equivar 
lent stars and their times. 
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Here I translate two verses (2 and 21) ‘the Yavanas have 
declared the form of the middle dreskana of Mesa sign (Aries ) 
viz. she is a female clad in red garments, intent on ornaments 
and food, has the mouth of a horse and has a jar-like (i. e, 
rotund) form, she is oppressed by thirst and is standing on one 
leg’; ‘the Yavanas have declared the appearance of the last 
dreskana of Tula (Scales) as a male having the form of a monkey, 
decked with ornaments, frightening deer in a forest, wearing 
golden armour and quiver, and holding fruits and flesh (in his 
hands) There is nothing in the Tetrabiblos of Ptolemy corres¬ 
ponding to this and Varaha probably refers to a Sanskrit work 
by a Yavana writer much earlier than even Ptolemy and Mani- 
lius. Manilius, author of ‘ Astronomica *, a didactic poem on 
astrology, referred to the decans but he wrote about 9 A. D. and 
it appears that decans had gone out of vogue in Greece by the 
time of Ptolemy, Bouche-Leclercq notes (p. 219) that the system 
of decans is a characteristic of Manilius and that after him one 
does not hear it spoken of any longer. On p. 219 of his work 
Bouche-Leclercq furnishes a figure of the Decans of Manilius, 
which is entirely different from the descriptions of decans given 
by Br. J. Manilius divides each sign into three parts, each of which 
represents no deity but the signs themselves. For example, Aries 
is divided into three parts and those three are the same as Aries, 
Taurus and Gemini. The Saravali®^^" in chap. 49 devotes 
thirty-six verses to the description of 36 dreskanas, but the des¬ 
cription differs from that of the Br. J. as the note below will 
show. The Saravali had probably before it a Sanskrit yavana 
work different from the one relied upon by Br. J. 

Some other technical words may be mentioned and defined 
here. The six items, viz. the rasi of a planet, the bora, dreskana, 
navamsa, dvadasarhsa and trisarhi&a of the rasi are each called 
the varga or Sad-varga of that planet (Br. J. I. 9 ). The first 
navamsa of Mesa, Karki, Tula and Makara (that are cara signs) 


869 a. Compare ‘ 

^7. 2 ) with ‘ 

I ^ 

2; in the Nepal ms. of described as follows : 

M folio 9. This indicates that the J^ad a third 

tradition about ^Sch|U |s. It is expressly stated that the three parts of a rasi 
are known among the Yavanas as dreskanas ‘ (?) 

^ I ? folio 9. 
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is called Vargottama, so also the 5th navarhsa of Vrsabha, Sirhha, 
Vrscika and Kumbha (that are sthira ), and the 9th navarhsa of 
Mithuna, Kanya, Dhanus, Mina (that are dvisvabhava ) are 
called Vargottama (Br. J. 1.14) and they yield beneficent results.*^® 
The vargottama-navaihsas of all rasis bear the same names as the 
rasis themselves. The Yoga called Sunapha occurs when some 
planet other than the sun occupies the 2nd house from that 
occupied by the Moon; the Yoga Anapha occurs when some 
planet other than the sun occupies the 12th house from that 
occupied by the Moon and Durudhara occurs when planets occupy 
the 2nd and 12th houses from that occupied by the Moon. The 
Yoga called Kema'-druma occurs when the above three don’t 
occur and the Moon is not in kendra position or if kendra is 
not occupied by any of the planets (except the Sun ). Br. J. 13. 
4 notices that varieties of Anapha and Sunapha are 31 each and 
the varieties of Durudhara are 180. The Br. J. does not devote more 
than 6 verses to all these four yogas but the Vrddha-Yavanajataka 
of Minaraja has 30 verses on Anapha, 30 verses on Sunapha, 172 
verses on Durudhara. The rasi which is 2nd from the rasi 
occupied by the Sun in a horoscope is called ‘ Vesi ’ (Br. J. I. 20). 
All the above five words are said to be Greek. The word ‘ lipta * 
meaning ‘ 60th part of a degree ’ is also said to be Greek. The 
word ‘ harija ’ occurring in Br. J. V. 17 means ‘ horizon ’ and Kern 
says it is adapted from Greek (Preface to Br. S. p. 29 
The Greek word is horos (boundary ). All the words 
used by Varaha and supposed to be Greek by Weber, Kern 
and others may be brought together in one place here (37 in all); 
Kriya, Tavuri, Jituma, Kulira, Leya, Pathena, Juka, Kaurpya, 
Tauksika, Akokera, Hrdroga, Ittha ( ?); Heli, Ara, Himna, Jiva, 
Asphujit, Kona; hora, dreskana, kendra, trikona, panaphara, 
apoklima, mesurana, duscikya, hibuka, jamitra, dyuna, 
rihpha, anapha, sunapha, durudhara, kemadruma, vesi, lipta, 
harija. I dispute the derivation of kulira and trikona from 
Greek and Kern agrees that they are pure Sanskrit words. 

I also doubt whether Jiva is an adaptation of Zeus. Zeus 


explains TtRT: t •“cnn ^ I ^ ^ 

i. This occurs in of folio 4. 

870 a. on V. 17 paraphrases as and quotes 

a Sanskrit half verse defining it. ‘ ^ 

^ This in 

probably a quotation from 
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agrees with Sanskrit Dyaus and not with Jiva and Zeus is an 
Indo-European word meaning ‘Heaven ’ or ‘ sky The different 
forms of the word dreskana or ' dyutam ' for ‘ dyunam ’ should 
not be separately counted. The word hora is used in early Indian 
astrology in three different senses, none of which agrees with 
the sense of hour. It is possible that even in Greek it is a word 
borrowed from Egypt or Babylonia, since in the definite sense 
of an hour, it is much later and it is doubtful whether Hipparchus 
(140 B. C.) uses it in that sense. If we exclude these four words 
only 33 words may at the most be argued to have been adapted 
from Greek. Some of these words such as the 12 names of rasis 
and six of the planets, some names of the bhavas like hibuka^ 
jamitra, dyuna and kendra have sev-eral synonyms ( sometimes by 
the dozen ) in Sanskrit employed in Br. J. and so no emphasis 
should be laid on them. They were mentioned by Br. J. because 
they had been employed by ancient Greek authors who wrote in 
Sanskrit and so Br. J. took cognisance of them for the sake of 
completeness of treatment. Even kendra meaning 1st, 4th, 7th 
and 10th houses or bhavas has two Sanskrit synonyms ‘ kantaka ’ 
and‘catustaya’, besides the fact that its meaning is different in San¬ 
skrit astrology from the meaning of the Greek word {kentron, spike). 
Therefore, barely ten Greek words like Anapha, Sunapha remain 
which have a very minor role to play in Indian astrology and 
it is a far cry to argue or assert from the occurrence of these few 
words that the whole Indian astrology as developed in Varaha- 
mihira was borrowed from Greek works. It is extremely doubtful 
whether any Indians except a few sages or gymnosophists ever 
went to Greece or lived long in Greece or settled there and 
returned to India to spread Greek words and astrological know¬ 
ledge in India; but we have ample evidence that Greeks settled 
in India, composed inscriptions in Sanskrit and wrote extensive 
works on astrology in Sanskrit. Vide ‘ L ’ Astrologie Grecque 
by Bouche-Grecque p. XIX for the Greek. Latin, French 
names and astrological symbols of the signs of the zodiac 
and planets and G. R. Kaye in Memoir No, 18 of the Archaeo¬ 
logical Survey of India pp. 39-40 (for the Greek twelve names 
of Zodiacal signs and nine other Greek words occurring in Br, 
J.) and p. 100 for Greek ‘ bhavas ’ and symbols for signs and 
planets. 

A good deal is said in Br. J. II. 15-17, Laghujataka II. 10-12, 
SarSvall IV. 28-31, Muhurta-cintamani ( VI. 27-28 ) and other 
Works about the planets being friends, enemies or indifferent 

H. D, 74 
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among themselves. Friends and enemies are of two kinds, 
natural and incidental (temporary). The following table will 
show natural friends and enemies amog planets. 


Planet 

Friend 

Enemy 

( 

i Indifferent (udasina 
' or madhya or sama) 

Sun 

! 

Moon, Mars, 

1 Jupiter 

Venus, Saturn 

Mercury 

Moon 

'Sun, Mercury 

none 

Mars, Jupiter, 
Venus, Saturn 

Mars 

Sun, Moon, 
Jupiter 

Mercury 

Venus, Saturn 

Mercury' 

Sun, Venus 

Moon 

Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn 

Jupiter i 

Sun, Moon, 
Mars 

Mercury, Venus 

Saturn 

Venus 

Mercury, 

Saturn 

Sun, Moon 

Mars, Jupiter 

Saturn 1 

j 

Mercury, Venus 

] 

Sun, Moon, Mars 

Jupiter 


It may be noticed that there is no reciprocity for these 
relationships. For example, the Moon has Mercury as one of its 
friends, while Mercury has the Moon as its enemy; the Moon 
has no enemy but Venus has the Moon as its enemy. According 
to the Yavanas no planet is sama ( neither friend nor foe) but 
that planets are either friends or enemies. 

As regards temporary friendships and enmities the following 
rules apply; when planets are in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 10th, 11th or 12th 
places from each other they become friends for the occasion 
(such as marriage, invasion or journey &c.), otherwise they 
become enemies when in the same rasi or in 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th or 


871. Videgiq^^on 11. 15 ^3?^ ^ ^ 

?rcR3 ^ i 

^ ^ ?rsr<l»- These occur on folio 6 of Nepal ms. 

of . 
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}th from each other. There are differences of opinion here but 
they are passed over. 

The bala ( strength ) of planets is of four kinds ( arises in 
four ways ) viz. place, direction, activity ( cestd ), time. A planet 
is powerful in its position when it is in its own house or in 
exaltation ( iicca) or in its friend’s house or in its trikona or 
navaihsa. This is sthanahala. Mercury and Jupiter are powerful 
in the east (i. e. when they are in the lagna ), the Sun and Mars 
in the south (i. e. in the 10th house ), Saturn in the West (i. e. 
7th house ), the Moon and Venus are powerful in the north (i. e. 
4th house ). This is dighala. The Sun and Moon are powerful 
in the northern ay ana (i. e. in the six rasis from Capricorn); 
the remaining planets are powerful when they are retrograde or 
in conjunction with the Moon or when there is a fight (between 
planets other than the Sun and the Moon), the one to the north 
being more powerful. Garga quoted in the Adbhutasagara says 
that grahayiiddha (fight of planets) occurs when one planet 
occults the other, or when it slightly covers, or when the light of 
one throws into the background the light of another or when 
one planet is to the left of the other slightly. This is cestdbala. 
The Moon, Mars and Saturn are powerful at night, Mercury is 
powerful both by day and night, and others are powerful by day; 
krUra and saiimya planets are respectively powerful in the dark 
half and bright half of the month; a planet is powerful in the 
year of which he is the lord, or on his own week-day or hora or in 


H II. 20 . This is explained by the following 

verse of 

U q. by on H. 20. Conjunction of planets is 

of three kinds; when any planet is in conjunction with the sun, that is 
called astamaya ( setting ), when in conjunction w'ith the moon it is called 
samagama, when the other planets, Mars &c. are in conjunction with each 
other that is called yuddha ( fight of the planets); (in the case of yuddha ) 
that planet which is to the north of the other is called victorious or power¬ 
ful (except in the case of Venus that is powerlul when to the south of the 
other). ipi: \ ^ IT^TWT ^ 

5^^ H aigrnfTHR p. 207. The 3 |. m. ( P* 208) quotes xrvm saying that 
there is no real fight between planets, but a sight of them being together or 
close indicates to people auspicious or inauspicious happenings. The 3|. 
ii quoted in 1884-87) folio 81a. 
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the month of which he is the lord. This is kalabaku^^ Yavane- 
svara says ‘ for ten days from the 1st tithi of the bright half the 
Moon is of middling power but in the next period of ten days 
(from sukla 11th to krsna ) 5th Moon’s power is highest and in 
the last ten days (from krsna 6th to amarasua ) the Meon has 
slight poww; but if Moon has an aspect with saumya planets 
(Jupiter &c.) he is always powerful. 

A planet is said by Saravali to have nine vicissitudes,^^ 
dlpta (blazing, when it is in exaltation), siastha (at ease when 
it is in its svagrha), mucUta (glad, when it is in a friend’s 
svagrha ), ianta (quiet, when it is in an auspicious targa ), sakta 
( capable, when it is shining brightly ), nipidita ( oppressed, when 
it is overwhelmed by another planet), bhita ( frightened, when it 
is in depression ), vikala (impaired when its light is lost is Sun’s 
light), khala ( evil, when it is in the midst of evil company). 
The Saravali (V. 5-13 ) describes at length the results of a planet 
being in these nine conditions. 

How even mythological accounts are pressed into service 
by astrological works may be well illustrated by two verses from 
the Yogayatra of Varahamihira : ‘ The Sun was born in Ahga 
( Bengal), the Moon among Yavanas, Mars in Avanti (Ujjayini), 
Mercury in Magadha, Jupiter in Sindhu, Venus in Bhojakata, 
Saturn in Surastra ( Kathiawar ), Ketu among Mlecchas and 
Eahu in Kalihga; if these planets are affected, they cause distress 
to the countries in which they were born: hence a king should 
invade the respective countries when any one or more of the 
planets are affected. 

873. I g ^ ^ 

n on II. 21. This verse 

occurs in the Nepal ms. of folio 5; probably this verse 

in view ‘ I 

V. 16. 

874. l^nlrrf I 

n v. 2. 

S75. I 

w ws?r: * 

ll vt^nJTarr m* 19 - 20 ; compare 
rnTFU?! VII. 14-15, where is said to have been born in and both 

and in Vide the Chammak plate of Pravarasen II. where the 

village Carmahka is said to be in Bhojaka^rajya ( Gupta Inscriptions, No. 55 
p. 237). In Brahmapur^a 201.9 Bhojakata is said to be the capital of 
(Continued on next page ) 
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A very important doctrine of Indian astrology is that of drsti 
(lit, glance, i. e aspect). The Br. J. II. 13, Laghujataka II. 8, 
SaraYali IV. 32-33, Muhurtadarsana I. 27 lay down the following 
rules. All planets®’® have a full aspect (purna.drsti) on the 7th 
house from the one which each occupies. Besides, Saturn has full 
aspect on the 3rd and 10th rasi from the one which it occupies 
and on the planet which is 3rd or 10th from its own position. 
Similarly, Jupiter has full aspect on the 5th and 9th raM from the 
one it occupies and also on the planet that is 5th or 9th from 
itself; Mars has full drsti on the 4th and 8th rams and the 
planet in the same. So the Sun, Moon, Mercury and Venus have 
full drsti only on the 7th rasi from the one each of them occupies 
and on the planet that is 7th from them. Besides, all planets 
have 1/4th drsti on the 3rd and 10th, half drsti on 5th and 
9th, I drsti on 4th and 9th. There is no aspect of any planet 
on any rasi or sthana except the seven expressly mentioned 
( viz. 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th ) and in the case of 
partial drstis the fruit also is partial (i. e. ^ or J). The 
Tetrabiblos (1.13 and 20) treats of four aspects viz. opposition 
(7th house of Varaha), trine {5th and 9th houses), quartile (4th 
and 10th), sextile ( difference of 60 degrees and two signs) and 
does not distinguish between fractions of drstis as Varaha does. 
So in the matter of aspects also there is substantial difference 
between Ptolemy and Varaha-mihira. 

Another important doctrine is that of gocara. It means®’®" 
the consideration about the auspicious or inauspicious positions 
of planets at any particular period in question in places either 


( Continued from last page ) 

Rukmin, of Vidarbha. Similar verses occur in the of 

chap. II. 9-10 (I. O. ms. folio 4b and Baroda ms. No. 9183 folio 4b ). In the 
(NO. 41.1. 3-5) on verses 3-6 are similar but there the su^s 

said to have been born in 5JTBf, Venus is said to have been born in ^ 

on „^on Vide Indische Studien vol. X p.317. The has 

chap. 17 ^ In verse 2 TO? says that the planets move one above the 

other, but. on account of the great distances, to the human eye they appear 
level with each other. The describes at length the results to 

different countries and peoples ol yuddha between different plan^_. Jhe 
aroliiiuTnr adds ‘ g ^ vgr i u g?! ««iwg 




|fvr$<n ^ II ’ ^ 

giro: ^ ^ 

variously interpreted as testified by Utpala. 

876 a. TO SFTORhl! 

I com. on g. IV. 1. 
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declared auspicious or inauspicious judging from the rasi of birth. 
The Muhurta-cintamani in five verses (of chap. 4) deals with this 
subject. I shall illustrate the application of the word by some 
examples. If the Sun is in the 6th place from the rasi of birth 
he is auspicious but if at the same time the 12th place from the 
raM of birth is occupied by other planets ( except Saturn ), then, 
though auspicious by himself, he becomes inauspicious. This 
result does not arise in case one planet is the father or son of 
the other (as Saturn is the son of the Sun and Mercury is the 
son of the Moon ). Similarly, if Mercury is in 2nd place from 
rasi of birth or in the 4th or 6th or 8th or 10th or 11th and other 
planets (except the Moon who is the father of Mercury) are 
respectively in the 5th, 3rd, 9th, 1st, 8th or 12th, Mercury, though 
originally auspicious, becomes inauspicious for the time being. 
Karaka is another word to be explained. It is rather compli¬ 
cated. Br. J. XXn and Saravali^^^ VI. and VIL deal with it. 
As many planets as occupy their own grha or ucca or Mulatri^ 
hum and also are in the 1st, 4th, 7th and 10th places (in the 
horoscope) they become Karakas of each other, while the planet 
that is in the 10th place (in horoscope) is specially karaka. 
Suppose the lagna is Karka and the moon occupies it (it is 
moon’s svagrha ) and Mars, Saturn, the Sun and Jupiter are in 
their uccas (i. e. in Makara, Tula, Mesa and Karkata respec¬ 
tively ), they are all karakas of each other. Many more rules 
are given in this matter in Br. J. XXII, and Saravall VI. The 
Saravali gives (VII. 7-13) another meaning. Each planet is 
specially concerned with, rules over or produces several matters 
or persons &c. I shall quote two verses. The Moon is the lord of 
poets, flowers, edibles, precious stones, silver, conch, salt, waters, 
clothes, ornaments, women, ghee, sesame, oils and sleep. Jupiter 
is the lord of auspicious things, dharma, rites for prosperity, 
greatness, education, orders, cities and nations, vehicles, Seats, 
beds, gold, corn, dwelling house and sons. 


Then there is the doctrine of dasa<i and antardasas of the 
seven planets. In the Vimsottari system man’s maximum life 
is supposed to be 120 years and in Astottari it is supposed to be 
108 and those are distributed among the planets in varying 
numbers of years and it is said that dasas have further 


876 b, 


XXII. 1; ^H|UK^d^I 

T: H VII. 8 and 11, 
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divisions of antardasas. This doctrine is elaborated in the 8th 
chapter of the Brhajjataka and Utpala quotes numerous verses 
from Yavanesvara on this. The theory of Astakavarga is set 
out by Varaha in chapter 9 of the Brhajjataka viz. that the seven 
planets and lagna are eight entities and they produce their 
fullest or auspicious results only when they are in particular 
houses and at particular periods of a man’s life. All this has 
to be passed over for reasons of space. 

In the Brhatsamhita, the Brhaj-jataka, and the two works 
on Yatra, Varahamihira mentions a host of his predecessors 
in astrology. In my paper on ‘ Varahamihira and Utpala ’ 
(JBBRAS, N. S. vol. 24-35,1948-49, pp. 1-31) I brought together 
the names of all the predecessors of Varahamihira and gave 
extensive references to them in his works. That paper may not 
be available to all readers of this volume of the History of 
Dharraasastra and therefore I propose to give a brief abstract of 
it here for ready reference. Purely astronomical writers or 
works have been generally not included in the following list: 
Atri (who acc. to Br. S. 45.1 wrote a work on iitpatas for which 
Garga gave him instruction, or who was the disciple of Garga); 
Badarayana®^^ ( named in Br. S. 39.1) from whom about one 
hundred verses are quoted by Utpala in his several commentaries, 
in one of which on Br J. VI. 2 the view of Yavanendra on the 
premature death of a child is cited; Bhaguri (Br. S. 85. 1 
mentions him as an ancient author on sakunas ); Bharadvaja 
(mentioned in Br. S. 85. 2 as an author on whose treatise king 
Dravyavardhana of Ujjayini based his own work on sakunas ); 
Bhrgu (Br. S. 85.43 ); Cyavana (Br. Y. 29. 3); Devala 
( mentioned in Br. S. 7. 15 for the four motions of Mercury such 
as straight, retrograde and on Yogayatra IX. 12 ); Devasvamin 
(mentioned in Br. J. VII. 7 ); Dravyavardhana (mentioned as 
king of Ujjayini and as an author on sakunas )\ Garga(over 
three hundred verses of Garga are quoted by Utpala in his 
commentary oh Br. S. alone, a work called Mayuracitraka is 
ascribed to him by Utpala on Br. S 35, 3 and on Br. S. L 5 
Utpala quotes three verses of Garga about Vedahgajyotisa, 
about his deriving astronomy from it and about other sages 


55231: ^ q. by on VI. 2. 

^ 878 . **** 

ffaIRcU t R on ffc#. 
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obtaining it from him), Vrddhagarga®^®^ (twenty-five verses of 
his are quoted by Utpala on Br. S. 1.11, in one of which the 
rasis are expressly referred to); Gargi (usually styled ‘bhagavan* 
by Utpala who quotes about 60 verses of his on Br. J. alone); 
Gautama (in Br, Y. 29. 3 ); Jivasarman ( named in Br. J. VII. 9, 
XI. 1 and Utpala on XIII. 3 quotes him for the words Sunapha, 
Anapha, Durudhara and Kemadruma); Kasyapa (in Br. Y. 
XIX. 1); Kasyapa ( Utpala quotes about 260 Anustubh verses 
from him in his commentary on Br. S., some of which show his 
acquaintance with all the rasis ) ; Mandavya ( named in Br. S. 
103. 3 and quoted by Utpala several times on Br. J. VI. 6, XI. 3 
and 5, XIII. 2 and XV. 4); Manittha (mentioned in Br. J. VII. 1 
along with Maya, Yavana, and Parasara on ayurdaya^ and in 
Br. J. XI, 9, while Utpala quotes 13 Aryas and 2 Anustubh verses 
of his on Br. ^ J, alone); Maya (mentioned several times in Br. 
S. 24. 2, 55. 29, 56. 8, in Br. J. VII. 1 with Yavana, Manittha 
and Parasara on the topic of length of life, on Br. J. VII. 13 an 
aryd verse of Maya is quoted by Utpala and to Maya king of 
ddnavas the science of Jyotisa was imparted by the Sun, as stated 
in the last chapter of the extant Suryasiddhanta and in a verse 
quoted by Utpala on Br. S. 2.14); Narada (mentioned in Br. S. 


878 a. Garga and Vrddha*Garga appear to be different authors and 
flourished several centuries before Varahamihira. Vide my paper ^ Varaha- 
mihira and Utpala * in JBBRAS, N. S. vol. 24-25 pp. 6-8. Whether 
Gargi is another writer than the above two or the same as Garga is discus¬ 
sed in the same paper at p. 9. Vide Kern’s Preface to Br. S. pp- 33-40, 
where he assigns Garga to 50 B. C. It may be noted that though Garga 
is not expressly named in Br. J., he is named 15 times in Br. S. and Utpala 
on Br. S. 16. 41 cites a verse of Garga which clearly shows his acquaintance 
with the Rasi system; h qf i ^ 

W. Kern states that the incomplete ms. of qRnFTficn which 
he had secured had almost the same titles for its chapters as Br. S. has. 

879. twi ^ qjrqqq: I ^ 

WTO II on 40. 2. 

880, From Utpala's com. on Br. J, VII. 9, it appears that Manittha in 
his Horafistra refers to Para^ra ' 

^ may be an Indian name also 

like which occurs in the on 5 on V. 1. 119. 

There were two Manitthas, one a contemporary of Berossus, who wrote a 
history of Egypt, the other, author of Apotelesmata an astrological poem 
in Hexameters. The whom quotes composed his work in Sanskrit 

verses and is probably an Indian double, if at all, of the Greek Manittha. 
Vide Kern’s Preface p. 52 for 
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11.5 as holding the view that Ketu was one though assuming 
various forms, Br. S. 34.2 mentions that Narada learnt from 
Brhaspati on Meru the results of the conjunctions of the Moon 
with Rohini on which he composed a work on which Br. S. draws); 
Parasara ( a Parasaratantra is named in Br. S. VII. 8 on Budha- 
cara, Br. S. XI. mentions Parasara’s treatment of Ketucara along 
with that of Garga and of Asita-Devala, Br. S. XVII. 3 mentions 
Parasara's disquisition on four kinds of (p ahayiiddha, Br. S. XXI.2 
mentions him on prognostications about rainfall along with the 
works of Garga, Kasyapa and Vajra, Br. J. VII. 1 refers to the 
work of Parasara on length of life along with those of Maya, 
Yavana, Manittha from whom Utpala on Br. J. VII. 9 quotes a 
verse in which Parasara is named, Br. J. XII. 2 mentions 
Parasara as having spoken of two Yogas called Srak and Sarpa); 
Paulisa (videpp. 515-517 above), almost all quotations in Utpala 
are on purely astronomical matters, except that on Br. J. II. 20 
Utpala quotes half an u/ya of astrological character; Pitaraaha 
(reputed author of one of the five siddhantas, from Br. S. 1. 4 it 
appears thatPitamaha regarded Tuesday as inauspicious); Ratna- 
vali (mentioned in Brhadyoga-yatra II. 1); Rsiputra ( Br. S. 48. 
85 names him and then Br. S. quotes 15 verses from him, Utpala 
quotes about 20 Anustubha verses from him on different verses 
of Br. S. and a long prose passage on Br. S. 85.15 and several 
Anustubh verses on Yogayatra 1. 15, one peculiarity being that 
he quotes the views of over a dozen authors such as Garga, 
Gautama, Dovala, Parasara, Brhaspati); Satya (very frequently 
named in Br. J. such as on VII. 3, 9*-ll, 13, XII. 2, XX. lO, and 
in Brhadyogayatra XI. 34, about 90 aryds being quoted by 
Utpala on Br. J. alone, in Br. J. VII. 11 Varaha refers to him as 
* Bhadatta * according to Utpala, which may be really 
‘ Bhadanta) Sarasvata ( named in Br. S. 53. 99 as a writer on 
‘ dakurgala \ over 20 Anustubh verses being quoted by Utpala); 
Siddhasena ( Br. J. VII, 7 names him along with Devasvamin 
and Visnugupta on the length of life); Usanas (named by Varaha 
in Yogayatra V. 3 for the view that no march should be made on 
Svati or Magha); Vajra (named by Br. S. 21.2 along with Garga, 
Parasara and Kasyapa about prognostications of rainfafi and on 
Ketucara in Br. S. XL 1 with Garga, Parasara and Asita-Devala); 
Vasistha mentioned in Br. S. 51. 8, in Brhad-Yogayatri IL 3 , 
VIU. 6 where his view is opposed to that of Satya, IX 2 (about 
Hora and Drekkana ), XI. 9 (which mentions' that Vasistha and 
Manittha held the same view); Visnugupta (mentioned in Br. J. 
YU. 7 as holding the same view as Devasvamin and Siddhasena 

H. D. 75 
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about the length of life to be judged from a horoscope, in Br. J. 
XXI. 3 where Visnugupta is opposed to the views of Yavanas 
that the Kumbhadvadasarhsa in the Lagm is inauspicious and 
Utpala quotes two aryas from him, mentioned in Brhad-yogayatra 
22.4, whether identical with Canakya discussed in the paper on 
* Varahainihira and Utpala ’ p. 19); Yavana (generally mentioned 
by Varaha in the plural as in Br. J. VII. 1, VIII. 9, XI. 1, XXI. 3, 
XXVII. 19 and 21, Laghujataka IX. 6 about Vesi, Utpala on 
Vin. 9 refers to Puranayavana-mata and Saravali 21. 11 
mentions purvayavanendras; vide paper on ‘ Varahamihira and 
Utpala ’ pp. 19-21 and on ‘ Yavanesvara and Utpala ’ JBAS, vol. 
for 1957, pp. 1-5 ). 

The vast literature presupposed by these numerous authors 
cannot be compressed as said above within the brief space of a 
hundred years or so but requires the lapse of several centuries. 
From Garga, who is assigned to 50 B. C. by Kern to Varaha¬ 
mihira there is a period of about five centuries which might be 
held to suflSce for the production of this vast astrological 
literatuie. Garga himself knew the rasi system, the system of 
the exaltation of planets and of drstis as the quotation in note 
879 will show. Ptolemy came at least two hundred years after 
Garga and Firmicus four hundred years after him. Therefore 
there is nothing to prove that the rasi system in India was 
borrowed from Greek authors. The Greeks themselves got their 
inspiration for horoscopic astrology from Babylon after the 
invasion of Alexander in 4th century B. C. and particularly after 
Berossus. 

It would be necessary to say something about the signs of 
the Zodiac. The word Zodiac is derived from a Greek word 
* Zodion ’ meaning * little animals * and means literally a ‘ circle 
of animals In Herodotus 1.70 it is used in the sense of * figure 
painted or carved It was then applied to one of the figures 
imagined as formed by certain star-groups in the belt of the 
heavens. The Zodiac is a belt in the sky about 16 degrees broad, 
divided in two by the ecliptic, in which the Sun, Moon and 
planets move. The expression ‘ signs of the Zodiac ’ may be used 
in two senses,®^ viz. (1) the 12 groups of constellations which 

881. Vide Meissner in • Babylonian and Assyrian * vol. II. p. ^06, 
Webb in Journal of Hellenistic studies, vol. 41 p. 72, Sarton in * a History 
of Science ' p. 179 note 2. Webb in * Names of stars * p. 160 points out 
that Crab and Scales are only 19 and 17J degrees in extent respectively* while 
Virgo and Fishes are respectively 48 and 41 degrees in extent in the sky. 
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are found sown in the vicinity of the ecliptic (the path of the 
Sun ) irregular in position, unequal in extent and in brightness; 
( 2 ) the twelve equal artificial divisions of the belt each extending 
to 30 degrees of longitude It is generally held that the first 
meaning alone can be the earlier of the®®^ two. Meissner points 
out that the most ancient Babylonian observation text belonging 
to the 37th year of Nebuchadnezzar ( 567 B. C.) knows only the 
figures or pictures of the constellations, while the twelve equal 
divisions occur first of all in a text of the reign of Darius II 
(about 418 B. C.). Nothing definite is known about the first 
formation of these picture-signs nor is it known who gave these 
fanciful names to stars. There is hardly any doubt that the 
picture names were due to popular fancy and not to men of 
science. The names were probably given at different times. 
Meissner states that the picture signs are already mentioned in 
part in a Hittite text of the I3th century B. C. and are also to be 
found on boundary stones of the same period. 

Schiaparelli in ‘ Astronomy in the old Testament ’ (p. 85 ) 
observes that in Babylonia upright stones were placed in fields 
as boundary marks ( Kudurru in Babylonian ) or rather as titles 
of property by way of public notice, of which thirty have been 
so far discovered on which figures are drawn and on which 
inscriptions are found containing most terrible curses on those 
who would remove the stones. On p. 86 he gives the drawing on 
a Babylonian monument of the 12th century B. C. in which the 
Moon, the Sun and Venus occupy the central position and round 
about them there is a crowd of figures, of which one can easily 
recognize the scorpion, the goat with a fish’s tail (Capricornus) 
and the Archer, ^ Hooke remarks that several constellations are 


882, Vide Webb in Journal of Hellenistic Studies vol. 48 ( 1925 ) p, 
59; and Journal of Near East Studies vol. 8 pp. 6-26 by Waerden on Baby- 
Ionian Astronomy ( at p. 25 ) in which he refers to an observation text from 
6th year of Darius II (420 B. C.) containing such statements as 
Jupiter and Venus being at the beginning of Gemini and the like and 
emphasizes that Babylonian signs were of equal length. 

883. The same hgure occurs in Rawlinson’s * Five great monarchies of 
the ancient world » (ed. of 1889 ) vol. 11. p. 574 and that author thinks 
that there are the Ram. the Bull, the Scorpion, the Serpent, the Dog, the 
Arrow, the eagle or vulture. Vide George Smith’s ’ Assyrian Discoveries ’ 
< London, 1875 ) pp, 235-241 where he gives a 6gore on a boundary stone of 
about 1370 B. C. which records the grant of land to one Mcrodach Balaaao 
and a complete English translation of the inscription. Smith thinks (p. 237) 

( C^inutd on mxt page ) 



596 


Ihf^torij of DhannasUnira [ Sea II, Cb. XVI 


assigned to Ea in the astrological texts, tlio two most frequently 
mentioned being Pisces and Aquarius and that Ea*s symbol as 
represented on boundary stones was either Rani’s head or goat-^^ 
fish. It is stated by Frankfort^ that of Zodiacal signs in their 
Babylonian forms only two, Cancer and Sagittarius, do not 
occur on tho seals of the first dynasty of Baliylonia. 

It is possible to argue that in two verses of tho Rgveda (I. 
24.8 and I. 164.11) there is a reference to the Zodiacal belt. 
‘ King Yaruna made a wide path in order that the Sun may 
follow it ‘ the wheel of rta has twelve spokes and it again and 
again revolves round the sky, but it is not worn out 

The above references to Babylonian boundary stones and 
monuments are enough to show that in Babylonia some four or 
five signs of the Zodiac had been distinguished before 1000 B. C. 
But the complete list of picture sings of the Zodiac was known 
in Babylonia at least from about 6th century B. C. as Meissner 
(referred to above) says. ^ Sarton cautiously suggests the 
probability of Babylonian influence on other Oriental peoples 
(Iranian, Indian and Chinese) but he gives up the discussion of 
this question as a debatable^ one. Authorities are agreed that 
the oldest horoscopes are found in Mesopotamia and not in 
Greece nor in Egypt. Sarton states that the first known horo¬ 
scope is a cuneiform tablet in the Bodleian referring to the date 
29th April 410 B. C., and that the second is another tablet in the 

( Continued from last page ) 

that the figure contains the symbols of the Sun and Moon, a Scorpion, dove, 
winged lion, a ziggurat (tower). One can also detect therein a bull and 
a goat with fishes* tail. Waerden in Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. 8 
at p. 22, holds that symbols on boundary stones are of little help and that 
the figure of Scorpion might first be an earthly Scorpion considered as a 
symbol of a god or it might be a zodiacal Scorpion, 

884, S. H. Hooke in * Babylonian and Assyrian Religion * (1953) p. 28, 

885, Vide ‘ Cylinder seals * (1939 ) p. 156. 

886, ^ ft ^ I. 24, 8. H. VIII 

23, I. 4. 45. 1.; ^ 164. 

11, anrf IX. 9. 13. 

887, M, Jastrow in * Aspects of religious life and practice in Baby¬ 
lonia * (1911) pp. 230-231, where it is said that, besides the Ram, Twins, 
Lion, Crab, Scorpion, Archer, Fishes in Babylonian and Assyrian astrology, 
in place of the Virgin we have a constellation designated ‘plant growth* and 
instead of the ** bull ** a spear. 

888, Vide * A History of Science * p. 78, 
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Pierpont Morgan Library referring to April 263 B. C. (in JAOS. 
vol. 75, No. 3 p. 172 ). F. C. Cramer in ‘ Astrology in Roman Law 
and Politics’ (Philadelphia, 1954) agrees with this and gives 
references to horoscopes of 258 B. C., 233 B.C. and 142 B. C. 
(pp. 5~8). Prof. Neiigebauor on the other hand remarks®^ that 
only seven horoscopes are found preserved from Mesopotamia, 
all written in Seleucid period, the earliest being of 263 B. C. 
C. V. Maclean refers to a horoscope of 28th February 142 B. C, 
Sarfcon says that the very word ‘ horoscopes ’ was coined very 
late in Greece, that it is used by Maniliiis (first century A. D.) 
and Clement of Alexandria (150-220 A. D.) and that its use 
cannot be found earlier.^’® The earliest Greek horoscope from 
Egypt concerns the year 4 B. C. and Prof. Neugebauer says that 
he knows about GO horoscopes from 4 B. C. to 500 A. D. The 
earliest Demotic and Greek horoscopes were written about the 
beginning of the Christian era and the earliest Demotic horo¬ 
scope refers to 13 A. Prof. Neugebauer holds that the rising 
times of zodiacal signs mentioned in Brhajjataka (I. 19) are 
precisely the same as the rising times of zodiacal signs in the 
Babylonian system (called A.). Vide Journal of Cuneiform 
Studies, vol. 7 No.. 3 pp. 100-102. 

It has been seen above that not only was general astrology 
developed in early Vedic times, but individual astrology based 
on naksatras had begun to be studied even as early as the 
Atharvaveda,^^, that beginnings of a regular terminology 
resembling the later bhCua nomenclature had been made and 
prognostications had been based on the naksatra of birth and on 
the naksatras at certain distances from the naksatra of birth. 
Here we have the germs of the basic assumptions of early and 


889. Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. IV at p, 16. Vide Maclean s 
* Babylonian Astrology and its relation to the old Testament * p. 7 note 3, 

890. * A History of Science ' p. 453 note 79, 

891. Prof. Neugebauer in £. S. A. p, 85 and in * Demotic Horoscopes 
in J. A. O. S. vol. 63 pp. 115-124. 

892. Vide above pp. 523-525 notes 751-754. Hcmadri on * vrata * 
(vol. II. pp. 645—648 ) contains a dialogue between Garg^ and Bhargava, 
wherein Garga says to the questioner that if a child be born on Mula 6rst 
quarter, it causes the father’s death, if in 2nd quarter mother s death, if in 
the 3rd quarter loss of property and birth in the 4th quarter is beneficial and 
then provides that in case of birth in 1st quarter the child may be pierced and 
blood allowed to flow, in the 2nd quarter it may be handed to a stranger, 
|n the case of birth in the other two quarters a rite may be performed. 
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medieval astrology, viz. that a person’s future is determined at 
the time of his bfrth and that his destiny can be inferred from 
his horoscope. It will be shown immediately that India was in 
contact with Mesopotamia and the countries of the Near East 
from very ancient times. This contact became very close after 
Alexander’s invasion of India about 325 B. C. and in the 3rd 
century B C. It appears to me probable that Indians who had 
already the naksatra astrology saw the signs of the Zodiac on 
Babylonian monuments and boundary stones and adapted them 
to their own astrological purposes just about the time when the 
Greeks derived their inspiration for individual astrology from 
Babylonians. 

In ‘Gaya and Buddha Gaya’ (Calcutta, 1934 ) Dr. B. M. 
Barua draws attention (pp. 90-92 and 121 of vol. II) to the fact 
that one can detect on the railing pillars at Buddha Gaya some 
of the motifs representing the rasis or signs of the Zodiac (vide 
figures 43 a to j, which resemble the signs from Visa to Tula, 
Dhanus and Makara). These figures were drawn in the 1st 
century B. C. and would go at least some way towards negativing 
the view of Weber and others that the rasi system was borrowed 
by Indians from such Greek writers asFirmicus and Paulus in the 
4th century A.D. These Buddha Gaya figures closely resemble the 
figures drawn on monuments and boundary stones in Babylonia 
(vide figures opposite). All the railing pillars are not preserved, 

A few words may be said about the intercourse between 
Babylon and India. A. H. Sayce says^^^ that as far back as the 
3rd millennium B. C. there was cultural and possibly racial 
continuity between Babylon and the Punjab and the intercourse 
was by land and that so far there is no evidence that it was by 
sea. Peacocks, rice and Indian sandalwood were known in 
Palestine under their Tamil names in the Hebrew chronicles of 
Genesis and Kings. The Bogozkeui Inscription of about 1400 
B. 0. recording treaties between the king of Hittites and the 
king of Mitanni shows the dynasts of the latter people had the 

893. * On Aryan problem-fifty years later ’ in Antiquity vol. I (1927 ) 
pp. 204-215, particularly p. 206 and p. 210; on p. 204 he rebukes the 
European scholars, and especially Germans for their fondness for treating 
negative evidence as of great value in putting forward theories which broke 
down on farther search being made. 

894. Vide I Kings chap. X. 11-29. 2 Chronicles IX. 21 and * Early 
commerce of Babylon with India ’ JR AS for 1898 pp. 241-273. 
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Vedic gods Indra, Varuna, Mitra and Nasatya in their pan¬ 
theon. The archives of Bogozkeui contained an elaborate 
treatise on four tablets on the training of horses by a certain 
Kikkuli of the land of Mitanni in which are found certain 
technical terms akin to Sanskrit; and the personal names of the 
kings and nobles from Mitanni, Nuzi and Syrian documents 
betray an Indo-European^ origin. The Baveru-jataka refers 
to the trade by sea between Babylon and India. Greek ambas¬ 
sadors such as Megsthenesfrom Seleucus to CandraguptaMaurya, 
Deimachus to Bindusara (son of Candragupta) had been sent to 
India and it is not too much to hold that there was reciprocity 
from the Indian side and Indians had gone as envoys to the 
Seleucid and Ptolemaic courts many years before Asoka sent his 
missionaries.^ Asoka’s edict Ho. 13 refers to five kings of the 
Near East to whom Buddhist missionaries had been sent, viz. to 

895. L. R. Farnell (1911) in * Greece and Babylon ’ p. 46, Winternitz's 
History of Sanskrit Literature vol, I. pp. 303-306 (English tr.) and 'Anti¬ 
quities of Iraq* by Svend Aage Pallis (Copenhagen, 1956) p. 615. 

896. Vide J.A.O.S. vol. 67 (for:i947) pp. 251-253 by Dr. P. E. Dumont. 
Gurney on 'The Hittites ’ (Pelican series) pp. 104-105. Sarton in 'a 
History of Science * p. 85. Hrozny tentatively puts the date at 1360 B. C. 
A, H. Sayce in Pavry commemoration vol. pp. 399—402 draws attention to 
the fact that Hittite numerals like aika. tere, panz, satta, niwa are 
Sanskrit and also words like aikawartanna (one turn ) and concludes that 
in Mesopotamia and East Asia Minor lived in 15th century B. C. a people 
that spoke Sanskrit. Vide * Comparative Grammar of the Hittite Lang¬ 
uage ’ by E. H. Sturtevent and E. A. Hahn, vol. I (1951, Yale University 
Press) p. 4 para 8 about the treatment of the few Indian words that are quoted 
in the Bogyzkoy documents. It is stated there that the works on horses 
composed by Kikkulis of Mitanni contain several technical terms that 
include Indian numerals, that a treaty between the Hittite kingSuppibilimas 
and Mathivaza of Mitanni contains the names of saveral vedic gods, and 
that these forms are clearly traces of the language of Indian aristocracy in 
the Hurrian State of Mitanni. 

897. * Jitakas * tr. by Francis and Neil, vol. HI. p. 83 (Jataka No. 
339 ) about a crow and a peacock carried in a ship to Baveru. where the 
peacock was the Buddha in a former life. 

898. Vide • House of Seleucus ' vol. I. p. 297 by E. R. Bevan { Lon¬ 
don 1902). Strabo (15. 1. 4 and 15. 1. 73 ) states that an embassy from 
a king Pandion (Pandya) was received in the west and that an Indian 
embassy brought to Augustus a letter from its king in Greek written on 
parchment and a sophist from Barogsa (? Barygaza or Broach ). The Juna- 
gadh Inscription of Rudradaman (2nd century A. D.) mentions a 

raja Tusaspha, a provincial governor of Asoka in Kathiawar (E. I. vol. 

P. 36).* 
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Antiyoga (Antiochus of Syria), Turamaya (Ptolemy II of 
Egypt), Antikina ( Antigonus of Macedonia), Maga ( Magas of 
Gyrene) and Alikasundara (of Epirus). The Gospel of 
Matthew (chap 2.1-2 ) states that at the birth of Christ in 
Bethlehem wise men from the east came to Jerusalem saying 
that they had seen in the east the star of the newly born child 
and had come to worship him. The life of Apollonius of Tyana 
written by Philostratus ^ (in the first quarter of the 3rd century 
A. D.) states that it was usual in India to show great hospitality 
to Babylonians and that the Indian king, larchus, presented to 
Apollonius seven rings named after the seven planets, of which 
he was to wear one on each week day. 

The theory that is sought to be propounded here is that the sight 
of the signs of the Zodiac on such patent objects as monuments 
and boundary stones in the 4th and 3rd centuries B.C. excited the 
curiosity of Indians visiting Babylonia, that on knowing their 
significance they brought the knowledge back to their country 
and fitted it on to the naksatra astrology that already existed in 
India and developed the rasi astrology in their own-way. Varaha- 
mihira expressly says about dreskanas that he describes them in 
accordance with the views of Yavanas. If the whole Indian 
astrology had been derived from the Yavanas there was nothing 
to prevent him from saying so. The verse ‘ Mleccha hi yavanas 
&c.* (in note 743 above ) implies that the Yavana astrological 
tradition and Indian one were not the same and that the Yavanas 
had composed Sanskrit works on astrology (as the author’s two 
papers show). Varaha expressly differs from the Yavanas on 


899. The latest date at which all these five kings were alive is 258 B.C. 
Vide Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, vol, I. (ed. by Hultzsch, 1925 ) 
pp. 48, 87. 

900. Vide a summary of the * Indian travels of Apollonius * by 
Osmond De Beauvoir Priaulx in JRAS 1860, pp. 70^105 (p. 78 for Baby¬ 
lonians and p. 99 for seven rings), Loeb Classical Library, vol. I p. 323. 
Some scholars hold that the life is a fabrication and that Apollonius never 
came to India. Supposing for argument that it is a fabrication, the fact 
remains that in the first quarter of the 3rd century A. D. Philostratus 
knew that Babylonians were respected in India, that seven planets were 
known in India and that planets were supposed to be propitiated by the 
wearing of rings on appropriate week da>s. Charpentier wrote a booklet 
• Indian travels of Apollonius of Tyana * ( Leipzig, 1934 ) in which he stated 
that he felt convinced that Apollonius had been in India but did not go 
further than the altars of Alexander (vide * Indian Culture ’ vol. III. p* 241 
for a review of Charpentier*s booklet). 
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several substantial points. ^ About 200 B. C. the vernal equinox 
was at the beginning of the divisional sign Aries, which very 
closely coincided with the picture sign Aries. The Indian 
astronomers, when they began to make use of the signs Mesa 
and others, switched over from the reckoning with the Krttikas as 
the beginning of the series of naksatras on to the reckoning from 
the naksatra Asvini, and counted AsvinI as the first naksatra, 
though the vernal equinoctial point has now receded owing to 
precession to the Uttarabhadrapada naksatra group. It is 
difficult to trace and describe the early efforts of Indian astro¬ 
logers in the centuries preceding the Christian era on the system 
of rasis, since the excellent work of Varaha, the Brhajjataka, 
eclipsed all its predecessors and led to their gradual disappearance 
just as the two works of Ptolemy, Syntaxis (or Almagest) and 
Tetrabiblos, led to the gradual loss and disappearance of Greek 
works on astronomy and astrology composed before Ptolemy. 
Though all scholars maintain that Greek horoscopic astrology 
was influenced by Babylonian astronomy and astrology, the 
connecting links have snapped and become obliterated.^^ It is 
likely that, as both India and Greece were influenced by the 
Babylonian system of signs and astrology, both show some 
Common characteristics. But it is too wide of the mark to assert 
that Indian astrology as developed in Varahamihira was borrowed 
from Firmicus and Paulus Alexandrinus. Prof. Neugebauer, 
while asserting that the Surya-siddhanta is based on Greek 
eccentric and epicyclic devices, holds that they were modified by 


901. To mention only a few striking matters of differences of opinion 

between Varaha and Yavanas; (1) Yavanas favoured the view that all 

planets could be lords of bora ( half of a rasi), while Br. J. said no to this 
( I. 11“-12 ) ; ( 2 ) Yavanas held that the moon was never a maleEc planet, 

Br. J. (II. 5 ) said it was so in certain cases; (3 ) Yavanas regarded Mars 
as sattvika, while Br. 7 ) held Mars to be tatnasika ; ( 4 ) Yavanas held 
that planets could only be friends or enemies among themselves, while Br. J. 
(II. 15 ) held that they could also be neither friends nor foes; ( 5 ) Yavanas 
and Varaha differed on the temporary friendship or enmity of planets (Br. J. 
n. 18 ) ; ( 6 ) Yavanas spoke of Vajrayoga. but Br- J. (XII. 3 and 6 ) held 

that such a yoga was impossible ; ( 7 ) Yavanas held that only the Kumbha 
dvada^msa was inauspicious, the Br. J. (XXI. 3 ) found fault with this. 

902. Vide Prof. Neugebauer in E. S, A., p. 93. Prof. Waerden (lO 
Journal of Near Eastern Studies, vol. 8 p. 76 ) remarks that Hellenistic 
Astrology is a mixture of Chaldean, Egyptian and Greek elemenU and that 
there are more Babylonian elements in this mixture than is 
supposed. 

H.D. 76 
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the Indians and that what he means is not that there was copying^ 
but an intelligent modification of the initial impetus (vide 
‘Archives Internationales D’ Histoire des Sciences’ for April-June 
1955 (at p. 171 and note 22 ). It has been shown above in note 
869 that the Br. J. differs from Firmicus as to dreskanas and 
about bhavas (places in the horoscope). My hypothesis is that 
Indian astrology about rasis and bhavas was developed before 
even Ptolemy. I have pointed out the differences between 
Ptolemy and Varaha in many places. 

Horoscopes are cast not only for individuals, but also for 
companies, ships, animals, foundations of buildings, cities 
and countries. If a person comes to an astrologer for consulta¬ 
tion on any matter, the astrologer notes the sign rising at the 
time the question is asked, calculates the positions of the planets 
also for that day and time and then makes his prognostications. ^ 
For casting the horoscope of an individual one must know the 
year, month, day, hour or ghatika of birth and the place of 
birth. Almanacs are prepared on the basis of the latitudes and 
longitudes of cities like Bombay or Poona or Calcutta and they 
furnish tables by following which one can find the sign rising 
at the time of the birth of a person. But the almanacs being 
based on the latitudes and longitudes of certain towns and 
cities, if a person uses an almanac prepared in Poona for casting 
the horoscope of a person born in Berar or Central India there is 
likely to be some inaccuracy in arriving at the proper Ictgna* 


903. Vide e. g. pp. j568. 575, 583, 589. 

903 a. Aldous Huxley in his novel * Crome yellow ’ ( Phoenix Library, 
1929) satirizes society ladies who spent their days in casting the horoscope# 
of horses on which they laid heavy bets < p. 13 ). 

904. There are two well-known works dealing with astrology connec¬ 
ted with the time of questions, viz. Sat—pancasika of Prthuyaas, son of 

Varahamihira, and the Aryasaptati of Utpala (printed by Nirn. Press. 
Bombay). Two verses (5 and 35 ) from the first book may be quoted here: 
fhnWf: vf% WT » flpi 

*1^ in verse 35 means the lagna at the time the ques- 

ti^ is asked. Verse 55 of the same is i 

3fncT*r ^ 531111 ^ 11 * material stolen is inferred from the 
navamsa of the lagna at the time of the question, the .characteristics of the 
thieves from dreskinas of the lagna (as described in Br- J. chap. 27). from 
the rasis time, direction and location arc learnt and the age and caste of the 
thief from the lord of the lagna \ 



Figures of horoscopes 603 

Horoscopes are framed either in square figures or in circular 
figures and even as to square horoscopes, there is some variance 
in the practice of placing the lagna (the sign rising on the 
horizon at the time of birth). Supposing the lagna is Simha, 
the square horoscope as usually drawn in Maharastra would be 
as follows where the figures 6, 2 and 4 would represent the 
2nd, lOth and 12th bhavas (places), while a horoscope cast on 
the modern European method would be like the one next to it 
with the same lagna and employs symbols for the signs as for 
Aries and for planets such as for Mars. 



NORTH 





CHAPTER XVII 

MUHURTAS FOR RELIGIOUS RITES 


We shall now turn to the muhurtas for religious rites and 
actions of individuals. Only a few of the rites and actions can 
he briefly dealt with here. 

A few general rules may however be first stated. The 
Atharvana^^ Jyotisa says that a wise man should perform an 
act or rite with the concurrence of all the four, viz. 
naksatra, karana and muhurta, if he wants success in it: if a 
proper tithi cannot be secured then the other three should be 
availed of, if the first two are not available then the next two, 
if the first three are not available then secure muhurta alone; 
but if there be necessity to hurry and none of the four can be 
secured, then with the loud declaration by (learned ) brahmanas 
that it is an auspicious day he should do the act and success is 
secured. Certain religious acts have to be done at stated times 
and in those cases, one should not consider the conditions of 
Jupiter and Venus called halya and old age or the fact of Jupiter 
being in Lion sign, or of daksinayana or there being an inter¬ 
calary month, as for example, in the rites from pumsavana up 
to annaprUsana. The Rajamartanda^ states ‘the correct 
astrological position of planets and days is not meant for times 
of distress, all these (rules about auspicious positions) are to be 
considered when life is easy (matters are in good condition); 
so says Bhrgu*. Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
confer success in all actions (begun on those days); only those 
actions succeed on Sunday, Tuesday and Saturday, for which 
those days are expressly laid down as proper. But the Narada- 
purana says that Wednesday, Thursday and Friday are the 
best, Sunday and Monday are middling and the other two, viz. 
Tuesday and Saturday, are condemned for Upanayana. ^ 

12 and 16. 

906. I ^ 

25a, verse 388. 

^ ^ in. 15; 

i 3 JltrfM I- 56. 359-60, 
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The general rule is that all undertakings succeed when they 
are begun while the 3rd, Gth, 10th and 11th places from the 
lagna are either in conjunction with or have an aspect with an 
auspicious planet and the lagna is also in conjunction with the 
two, when the 8th and 12th places are faultless and the Moon is 
in the 3rd, 6th, 10th or 11th place.^ 

It should be remembered that the usual tendency of our 
medieval Dharmasastra writers is generally to heap details on 
what were originally simple ceremonies. 

Among the samskaras it is best to begin with Jatakarma 
(rites at the birth of a child). The Ratnamala^ provides that 
the rites on the birth of a son should be performed on a mrdu, 
dhrava, ksipra or a cara naksatra and the good recommend the 
giving of a name when Jupiter or Venus is in cafustaga (i. e. in 
the 1st, 4th, 7th or 10th bhava in the infant’s horoscope). As 
regards birth some writers (e. g. M. M. IV. 19) speak of 
Gandanta which is inauspicious in birth, marriage and starting 
on a journey or invasion, viz. the conjunction of 15th tithi with 
pratipad for two ghatikas, similarly half a ghatika when Cancer 
and Lion or Scorpion and Archer or Fish and Ram join and the 
four ghatikas of the junction of Revati and Asvini, Aslesa and 
Magha, Jyestha and Mula. These Gandanta conjunctions 
produce evil for the child’s father or mother &c. Similar results 
are predicted for birth on certain parts of Aslesa and Mula. 
About naming a child Manu provides that it should be performed 
on the 10th or 12th day from birth or on an auspicious tithi or 
on a muhurta or naksatra possessed of auspicious characteris¬ 
tics. About caula or cudakarma (tonsure) Asvalayana-grhya 
(1.17.1) provides a simple rule that it should be performed in the 
third year after birth or according to family usage, while Manu 
(II. 35 ) provides that it may be performed in the first or third 
year; the Asv. gr., however, has provided for caula, upanayana, 
godana and marriage the proper time of the northward passage 
of the sun, the fortnight of the waxing moon and an auspicious 
naksatra. The Ap. gr. (16. 3 ) states that it may be performed 

908. ^ ^ M 

5. 11. 44. 

909. m I mfv ^3®*^ 

^ xiii. 2 . 

910. 3 ^ 

n,3o. 
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in the 3rd year after birth on Punarvasu naksatra. But medieval 
writers have added numerous astrological details. For example, 
the Rajamartanda devotes thirty-two verses to ciufa (folios 16 
to 18), one remarkable provision being that the Yavanas regarded 
cUdakirma in the Suns northward passage as auspicious. 
Vyasa quoted by Sm. C. says ‘ tonsure should be performed on 
Asvini, Sravana, Svatl, Citra, Pusya, Punarvasu, Dhanistha, 
Revatl, Jyestha, Mrgasirsa and Hasta and should not be per¬ 
formed on the person s naksatra of birth, nor on Purvabhadrapada, 
Uttarabhadrapada and Krttika; one should avoid for tonsure 
the first tithi ( after amavasya ), rikta tithi ( 4th, 9th and 14th ), 
Visti, Sunday, Tuesday, Saturday and night. 

Similar rules are laid down for ordinary shaving in the case 
of grown-up men. Some verses may be quoted here : ‘ the 
following naksatras are beneficial in the matter of shaving, viz. 
the naksatras, Hasta, Citra, Svati, Mrgasiras, Sravana, 
Dhanistha Satabhisak, Revati, Asvini, Jyestha, Pusya and 
Punarvasu or when any naksatra is at the time of its rise in 
conjunction with the moon provided there is also tdrabala (as 
defined below). Shaving is commended when the rising sign 
is Makara, Dhanus, Kanya, Mithuna or Vrsa; observing this 
produces prosperity, strength and growth of intelligence; if 
shaving is done when any of the other signs is rising, that leads 
to disease and danger. Shaving is allowed on all naksatras 
at the king’s command, with a brahmana s consent, at the time 
of marriage, on the advent of impurity due to death, on the 
release of an imprisoned person and in diksil (consecration 
rites) on a solemn Vedic sacrifice ’. 

We now turn to Upanayana, one of the two most important 
samskaras. Asvalayana-grhya (I, 4. 1) as noted above (p. 605 ) 

911 ^?TT: i XX- m. folio 16b, verse 
255. This proves that the Greek author had become thoroughly Hinduized. 

912. I 

fx^ 1^* ^ 1 ^i* P* 

23, amri p. 29 on 1.11-12. 

912 a. A proverbial line quoted as early as 4th century A. D. by 
Ausonius (310-393 A. D.) in Eclogues p. 203 (vide Loeb Classical Library* 
1919 ) runs * cut nails on Tuesday, beard on Wednesday, hair on Friday.' 

913. inRR: ^ 

wlr?<»r {fctP3?’T^ StkiR ii ^ 


(Continued on next page ) 
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laid down one simple rule for the proper time of four sarhskaras. 
Ap. Dh. S. laid down two further rules providing that the upana- 
yana of a brahman a, ksatriya or vaisyaboy should be performed 
respectively in spring, summer and autumn and the proper ages 
for these three are respectively the 8th, 11th and 12th from 
conception. The same ages are prescribed by Manu IL 36 and 
Yaj. 1. 14. It may be noted that none of the sutras nor the 
smrtis of Manu and Yajhavalkya say a word about the position 
of planets or rasis or week-days or month. Gradually such rules 
were heaped up. The Rajamartanda devotes 70 verses (from 304 
to 373 on folios 20a to 24a) to upanayaua. It states that the 
years were to be counted from conception or birth. To find 
proper muhurtas for upanayana has become a very intricate 
matter and such muhurtas are few and far between. Only a few 
such rules can be indicated here. First as to months. One text 
lays down ‘ Upanayana is commended (for all) when performed 
in the five months from Magha (i. e, from Magha to Jyestha); 
while Vrddha—Gargya quoted in Kaladarsa provides that it may 
be performed in the six months from Magha. Another rule 
provided ‘ that no auspicious rites {like upanayana and marriage ) 
should be performed on the naksatra, month and week-day on 
which the person concerned was born and no auspicious rite 
for the eldest son or eldest daughter should be performed in the 
month of Jyestha.’ The sages differed about the month of 
birth. Vasistha said that only the day of birth was to be avoided, 
Garga says only eight days of the month of birth were to be 


(Continued from last page ) 

folio 16b. 17b, 18a. verses 258. 272. 279. PP* 1 30-131 . 

p. 30 (first verse 1. L p. 23 (last verse). The last verse 

&c. ) is ^8. 14 ( Kern’s ed.). 

H 3IPT. I* 

Jaimini VI. 1. 33 quotes the words apparently as a Vedic 

text. ^ 

verse 310. 

915. HUI ^ 3 J ^ 

p. 27, i%, p. 262 ( quotes it from p* 747); i 

916. 

XVI.5o£rfW^q. by com ooj^- 
F^sawiSf V. 45. This prohibition about Jyestha has no basis beyond the tact 
that the same word is applied to the month and to the eldest ion or daughter. 
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avoided, Afcri says ten days and Bhaguri says the fortnight of 
birth in the month was to be avoided. No upanayana was to 
be performed when the moon was lost in the rays of the sun, 
when Venus had set, when the sun was in the first mnsa (degree) 
of a rasi and on days vrhich were declared to be unfit for vedic 
study and on gala^jralia, Certain tithis and times were called 
galagraha ( as stated in the note ). If Jupiter be in the 2nd.^ 
5th, 7th, 9th or 11th rasi from the rasi of birth, then Jupiter is 
very auspicious; if Jupiter be in the 1st, 3rd, 6th or 10th rasi 
from the rasi of birth he becomes auspicious after a santi rite; 
if Jupiter be in the 4th, 8fch or 12th rasi from birth he is 
inauspicious. 

One rather convenient doctrine of the astrologers was that 
an evil planet may be mollified and the evil consequences of its 
influence avoided, or, if not altogether avoided, substantially 
reduced or abated by appropriate rites (called santis) or by 
wearing certain precious stones and metals and by various other 
means enumerated in the Ratnamala ‘ one should wear coral 
for appeasing Mars and the Sun, silver for Venus and the Moon, 
gold for Mercury, pearl for Jupiter, iron for Saturn and rajavarta 
( a kind of inferior gem ) tor the other two ( Rahu and Ketu ). 
The Ratnamala provides that planets may not possibly afflict 
a man if he engages in prostrations before images of gods and 
before brahmanas, if he carries out the advice of elders, by 
holding daily conversations with the good, by listening to the 

917. :3ncTf^f«rvH ^ ^^rrr^: ' 

^ q. by f^. p. 263. 

918. JTsr ^ I vrrHvgr^ 

quoted by p. 32 and I. p 27, ^ P- ^ 

919. T%fUVT ^ 

folio 23a and b, verses 363 and 365; ( on p. 751 for 

^ &c. 

920. i g;3nrr^ 

H 5fSt^5rrmf2t V. 46. 

921 {lev I 

( TTSn^: ?) gfdStT: X. 15 quoted in com. 

on 5 . f%. IV. 11 ( 

?rfr; n x. 29 ; 

103 . 48 . 
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loud recitation of the Vedas and to the stories about the great, 
by offering homa, by seeing the performance of Vedic sacrifices, 
by making the mind pure, by japa (inaudible repetition of 
mantras), by making gifts. The Brhatsarhhita has a similar 
verse. Ratnamala X. 16 and Muhurtacintamani IV. 9 provide 
that one should possess a golden ring divided into nine compart¬ 
ments, one being in the middle in which there is to be a ruby for 
placating the Sun, and in eight directions from the east onwards 
should be set in order: a diamond for placating Venus in the 
east, a fine pearl for the moon (in S. E.), coral for Mars (South), 
gomeda for Rahu (in S. W.), fine sapphire for Saturn (West), 
Vaidurya (cat’s eye gem) for Ketu (N. W.), pusyaraga (topaz) 
for Jupiter (North), emerald for Mercury (N. E.). Such rings 
are worn even in these days by some people. 

As in ancient times upanayana was meant for conferring on 
the boy the authority to study Veda and as the planet Jupiter 
( Guru) was identified with Brhaspati, the guru of the gods and 
the Lord of Speech, great importance was attached to the position 
of Jupiter. But exceptions were introduced even when Jupiter 
was apparently not favourable. One exception was ‘even if 
Jupiter be in the 8th place from the rasi of birth or be in the 
sign of Lion (which is the svagrha of the Sun) or in depression 
(i. e. in Makara) or in the house of his enemy, upanayana 
would be auspicious if performed in Caitra when the Sun is in 
Pisces (which is the svagrha of Jupiter). This exception is due 
to the fact that the principal time for upanayana is the 8th year 
from conception or birth and other conditions are of secondary 
importance, as the Dharmasindhu says. Certain naksatras 
alone were declared to be auspicious for upanayana and samd- 
vjrfana of dvijas viz. on the naksatras Hasta, Citra, Svatl, 
Pusya, Dhanistha, Revati, AsvinI, MrgaMras, Punarvasu and 
Sravana; upanayana was to be performed on a commended tithi 
when the Moon is powerful (i. e. from 5th of bright half to the 
5th of the dark half).^ 

Very intricate astrological rules are provided for marriage* 
The Asv. gr. S. (I. 4.1-2) laid down a very simple rule about 


923. 

N on P* 749, tr. m, ( UjHio 20 b V«ri« 
316) quoted by P* 32 ( without niUBe ). 

H, D. 77 
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the proper times for four sarhsksras which has been quoted above 
(p. 536 note 778). The Baud. gr. (1.1.18-20) provides that 
marriage may be celebrated in all months, that according to 
some, the months of Asadha, Magha and Phalguna are to be 
avoided and that the auspicious naksatras for marriage are 
RohinI, Mrgasirsa, Uttara-Phalguni and Svati (vide notes 726 
and 777 above ). The Ap. gr. (L 2. 12-13) is to the same effect 
as to months (vide note 775 ). The Kausikasutra (75. 2-4 ) 
approaches medieval and modern practice as it prescribes that 
marriage should be celebrated after the Full Moon of Kartika 
up to the Full moon of Vaisakha or one may do as one likes but 
one should avoid the month or half month of Caitra. In medieval 
and modern times there was some difference of opinion. The 
Rajamartanda (that devotes over 150 verses to the treatment of 
marriage) allowed all months for marriage except Caitra and 
Pausa. But works like the Dharmasindhu say that the months 
of Magha, Phalguna, Vaisakha and Jyestha are auspicious, 
Margaslrsa is middling and in some works Asadha and Kartika 
are allowed and that usages of the country should be followed. 

Then consideration is to be given to the naksatras, the week 
days, the positions of the planets, particularly Jupiter, Venus, 
Sun and Moon. But before doing so I would like to draw the 
attention of modern sticklers for astrological requirements about 
the marriage of a girl to the practical advice and wise words 
of the Rajamartanda and Bhujabala composed in the first half 
of the 11th century A. D. The Rajamartanda says * when 

924. an I m \ 3 

75. 2 - 4 . 

925. 

folio 29a verse 480 q. by p. 124, P. 

p. 307. says: n 8^* • 

XVI. 3. 

926. tijrr ‘ anSm^ 3 ^ 

I arins^ 3 ^ n 3 I 3 nr %VT 

(folio 24b and verses 397-398 ) q. by P- 124 (reads ^13“ 

^F^3?^r^and P.303 (reads ufIT#)• (verse 

67) laid down that a girl was to be married before she reached puberty, 
but the marriage of a girl when she is eight years old is to be commended. 
Para^ra (VII. 9 ) says that a brahmana who marries a girl after she has 
reached puberty becomes unfit to sit for dinner in a row of brahma^ 
he becomes the husband of a vi^i. (folio 25a verse 391) is: 3?WfT 

^ I II. So some stigma atta- 

(Continued on next j>age ) 



Auspicious times considered when 611 

(an invading) king has seized a country or when war is raging 
or when the life of the parents is in danger, a maiden who is 
very much grown up is not to wait for an (auspicious) time; 
when a maiden is very much grown up, but does not act against 
the rules of dharma she should be given in marriage, even though 
she is impure, without minding whether the Moon and the lagna 
are powerful \ The Bhujabala^^ (or Bhujabalabhima) provides 
* the sages declare that in the case of maidens the auspiciousnegs 
of planets and of the year, the month, ayana^ season and days 
is to be considered only before maidens reach the age of ten 
years 

There is some difference of opinion about the auspicious 
naksatras for marriage, but all are agreed as to EohinI, 
Mrgasiras, Magha, Uttara-Phalgunl, TJttara^dha, Uttara- 
bhadrapada, Hasta, Svatl, Mula, Anuradha, Eevatl (vide Br. 
S. 100. 1). Others like Haradatta add four more viz. AsvinI, 
Citra, Sravana, Dhanistha. But if any one of these is in 
conjunction with a malefic planet, it should be avoided. Among 
weekdays, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday are 
auspicious, the other three are middling. According to a verse 
quoted in Jyotistattva weekdays have no force at night and 
particularly Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday. Among tithis 
amavasya is forbidden; riktd tithis ( 4th, 9th, 14th ) yield little 
good; the other tithis yield much good; the bright half of a 
month is the best and the dark half of a month upto 13th tithi 
is middling. 

Marriage in the case of maidens should be performed in 
even years after the 6th year if Jupiter is auspicious; in the case 
of bridegrooms marriage is auspicious (in uneven years ), if the 
Sun is auspicious; marriage is auspicious to both if the Moon is 

(Continued from last page) 

ches to the grown-up girl also. The ^ 

I > P* 152. Therefore the 

employs the word ^y‘“« 

that all that should be considered is the moon and the lagna at the time of 
the marriage of a grown-up girl, 
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beneficent. If Jupiter is in exaltation or in its own house or 
in the house of a friendly planet then he confers full life, various 
kinds of wealth and happiness, but if Jupiter is in the first or 
8th or is depressed or in the house of an enemical planet or lost 
in the brilliance of the Sun he produces widowhood and distress 
to the issue. As regards the lagna at the time of marriage the 
Sun in the 3rd, 6th, 8th from it, the Moon in the 2nd, 3rd or 4th 
place from it, Mars in the 3rd and 6th, Mercury and Jupiter 
in the 8tb and l2th are to be avoided. If Venus is in the lagna 
or in the 2nd, 4th, 5th, 9th or 10th place from it, Saturn, Rahu 
and Ketu in 3rd, 6th and 8th from it and every planet in the 
11th place from lagna conduces to happiness in marriage. If 
at the time of marriage Jupiteris 2nd, 5th, 7th, 9th, 11th 
from the rasi of birth he is auspicious to the maiden; if in 1 st, 
3rd, 6th or 10th place therefrom, he becomes beneficent by 
performing a santi rite; if he is 4th, 8th or 12th he is inauspi¬ 
cious : but if Jupiter is (at the time of marriage) in Karka, 
Dhanus or Mina, he ceases to be inauspicious even though he 
may be in the 4th, 8th or 12th place (from rasi of birth); in a 
time of pressing difldculty Jupiter though in the 4th or 12th 
becomes auspicious after performing two santis (Brhaspati 
homas ) and though in the 8th after three santis. In the case of 
the bridegroom the Sun in the 3rd, 6th, 10th or 11th rasi from 
the bridegroom’s rasi at birth is auspicious; if in other rasis the 
Sun becomes auspicious after the performance of a homa. 

If a maidenhas attained the age of puberty then one 
should not stop to consider whether Jupiter is auspicious; even 
if Jupiter be 8th from the girl’s rasi of birth marriage should be 
brought about after three santis. 

If Jupiter be in the house of the Sun (i. e. in Siihha sign) 
and the Sun is in the house of Jupiter ( i. e in Mina or Dhanus) 
that is called Gurvaditya, which is condemned for all rites. 


930. i n 

folio 27a verse 434. 


fH: I ^1% i p. 

248. is the ucoa (exaltation) of Jupiter and Dhanus and Mina are his 
svagrhas. 


q. by p. 304. 
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A good deal is said in the medieval works on Simhastha 
Guru and the rules laid down on this topic are even now observed 
by most people. The Rajamartanda devotes six verses to it. When 
Jupiter is in the sign Lion several rites would become inauspici¬ 
ous such as marching on an invasion, marriage, upanayana, first 
entrance in a newly built house, the establishment of the image of 
a god. Certain modifications were introduced by sages. Parasara 
provided that no marriage should be performed in the countries 
between the Ganges and the Godavari, when Jupiter was in Lion 
sign and that when Jupiter was in Magha naksatra (the first of 
the 'Z\ naksatras of Siihha) and when the Sun was in Mina no 
marriage in all the countries (of India) should take place; 
Vasistha said ‘marriage and Upanayana are not bad in simhastha 
Guru when performed in a country north of the Ganges and to 
the south of the Godavari. 

On account of the complicated nature of the muhurta for 
marriage, a short cut was hit upon called Godhuli or Gorajas 
(literally, dust raised by cows) muhurta. The Rajamartanda 
devotes ten verses to it (folios 34b and 35a, verses 550-559 )• 
Three of them are set out here. ‘ While the Sun, though 
setting, appears like saflEron or red sandalwood paste, while the 
stars in the sky are not seen to sparkle with their light, while 
the sky is filled with the dust pounded by cows (returning to 
their pens) with the tips of their hoofs, that time is declared to be 
Godhulika, which gives rise to wealth and crops and prosperity. 
In this muhurta the planets, the tithis, Visti or stars or constel¬ 
lations do not create an obstacle; this unimpeded yoga was 


^ I p. 275; ^ ^ 

I folio 67a verse 1057; 


folio 34b and 

The last two are quoted by (without name) pp. _ 

. ^ **^5 


more viz. 555 ). Compare ^^7^. 102. 13 
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declared by Bhargava as time for marriage and for starting on 
an invasion. When no other auspicious lagna can be found then 
sages direct that Godhulika (muhurta ) is auspicious; but if a 
lagna which is auspicious and powerful can be found the 
Godhulika muhurta does not bring about auspicious results. 
The Dharmasindhu (p. 254) simply quotes the Muhurta-martanda 
IV. 38, which says that this muhurta is intended for sudras, but 
that in times of great difficulty when the girl has reached puberty 
it may be auspicious also for brahmanas and persons of other 
varnas. In these days also this Gorajas muhurta is sometimes 
resorted to by all varnas. 

There are other complicated astrological matters for con¬ 
sideration in marriage such as Dasayogacakra (R. M. folios 
35b-36b), Saptasalakacakra (R. M. folio 36b-37b), which are 
passed over here. But there in one matter that is sometimes 
gone into even now and that must be briefly alluded to, viz. the 
calculation of the gunas ( marks) on the comparison of eight 
matters concerning the naksatra and rasi on which the intending 
bride and bridegroom were born. This is designated ‘vadhu- 
vaiamelakavicara ’ or ‘ ghatitagupavicara ’. The eight matters 
(kutas as they are called) are varna, vasya, tara, yoni, 
grahamaitrl, ganamaitrl, raMkuta and nadl,^^ yarna carrying 
one mark, each succeeding one having one more mark (in all 36) 
than the one immediately preceding. All of them are not 
described even in the latest works; for example, the Dharmasindhu 
deals only with the last four. Two of these, viz. gana and 
nadi are attached great importance even now among brahmanas 
and other classes also. I have described these two in H. of Dh. 
vol. II. p. 515. All these eight are described at length in 
Muhurtamartanda (IV. 1-12) and Muhurta-cintamani (VI. 21-35), 
Samskaraprakasa (part of Viramitrodaya) pp. 773ff. and 
Sarhskara-ratna-mala pp. 5l9ff. One ^ rule made matters easy 
in some cases, viz. when the rasi of birth of both bride and 
bridegroom was the same, but the naksatras of their birth were 
different or where the naksatra was the same but the rasis were 

935. ^ eWT um I ^ ^ 2®^" 

II i;. f%. VI. 21. 

936. ^ ^ 

^ n 5 . VI. 36. If, for example, the 

bridegroom was born during the first quarter of krttika nak^tra and the 
bride in the 4 th quarter of the same their ra»8 would be different (vU* 
Me^ and Vrsabha ) but the nak^tra would be the same. 
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different, then no consideration need be paid to gana and nd^i 
and the like and if the naksatra of both is one and the same it 
would be auspicious if they were born on different quarters of the 
same naksatra. Now that in most educated families the age 
of the bride and bridegroom is twenty years and beyond and 
there are also love marriages the rigours of this examination of 
astrological details have been very much reduced, but they are 
not completely gone even now. In the author’s youth nearly 
sixty years ago, even if the girl was quite eligible from all other 
points of view, a marriage among the well-to-do classes was 
almost impossible if this tallying of marks was not astrologically 
favourable. 

Great importance was attached to the favourable position 
of Jupiter in the case of marriages. The Ratnamala’^^ states 

* Mercury that could be seen (being a good deal away from the 
Sun ) and occupying the 1st, 4th or 10th place in the horoscope 
removes one hundred astrological defects; Venus removes double 
of such defects and the teacher of the gods (Jupiter) when 
powerful certainly renders nugatory even one hundred thousand 
defects 

In marriages both candrabala and tdrcbala were required. 
As stated in note 772 above the 3rd, 5th and 7th naksatras from 
the naksatra of birth were called respectively ‘ vipad (calamity), 

* pratyari ’ ( facing enemy ) and * vadha * ( destruction ) and they 
yielded results in consonance with their names; therefore they 
were to be avoided in auspicious rites andiparticularly in marriage. 
The naksatras from that of birth were arranged in three groups 
of nine. In the 2nd group the evil ones would be 12th, 14th and 
iBth and in the 3rd group 2l3t, 23rd and 25th. It was laid down 
that, where the Moon^ is powerful, the tardbala need not be 
considered, but where the Moon is weak (as in the dark half ), 
then the strength of taras is pre-eminent. Some authors regarded 
even the naksatra of birth as one to be avoided in certain rites, 
though acceptable in others. The evil taras called vipad , 

* pratyari ’ and * vadha ’ were to be placated respectively by 
gifts to brahmanas of jaggery, salt, and gold with sesame. 

937. 

^ XVI. 26. 

^ xi. 4 , 5, 6, 7; ^ ^ 

^dlio 38b, verse 
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In relation to marriage the Rajamartanda^^^ says: tithi is 
declared to have a single value while weekday is four times as 
good, naksatra is 16 times better, yoga has a hundredfold result, 
the Sun is a thousandfold efficacious, while the Moon is effica¬ 
cious one hundred thousand times; therefore leaving aside all 
other balas (astrological strengths) one should look to the 
strength of the Moon as (the pre-eminent) strength. 

Now that in most countries including India the kingly 
office has been abolished, muhurtas for coronation are of purely 
academic interest and therefore they are not set out here. Those 
interested may refer to Ratnamala XIV. 1-8, Muhurtamartanda 
VIII. 1, Muhurta-cintamani X. 1~4, Rajanitiratnakara pp. 83-84 
(ed. by K. P. Jayaswal). 

One very important astrological subject was Yatra^ which 
has two meanings, viz. starting on a journey for going to tirthas 
or for earning wealth and marching out for victory by kings. 
The first kind of yatra is common to persons of all varnas, while 
the second is concerned only with ksatriyas or the king. ^ It 
appears that not only professed works on astrology but also the 
Smrtis, the Arthasastra of Kautilya and Puranas attached great 
importance to this subject. The Asramavasikaparva^^ 7.13-18, 
Manu Vn. 181-313, Matsya 340-343, Agni 233-335, Visnu- 
dharmottara U. 175-176, the Arthasastra in books IX (Hhe work 
of one who wants to be an invader') and X (relating to war) 
deal exhaustively with the subject of Yana or Yatra, The 
subjects of Yatra are summarised in the Brhat-saihhita as 
follows : Under Yatra are included knowledge of proper 


folio 39a, verses 611-612. These are quoted in P* ^90 hut 

not from m. 


m m on 5 . f^, xi. i. 
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7. 12-13. 


942 . ^ 

chap. II (p. 6 of Kern’s ed,, p, 71 of DvivedPs cd.), 
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tithis, week days, karanas^ naksatras, muhurtas, the vilagna 
(the lagna at the time of starting), the { different) yogas ( con¬ 
junctions of planets, naksatras, rasis &c.), the throbbings of the 
limbs of the body, dreams, baths for victory, sacrifice to the 
planets, worship of deities in groups (such as Guhyakas ), the 
indications drawn from fire-flames ( at the time of homa), the 
indications derived from the gestures of elephants and horses, the 
talk of men in the army and its activities, the ( nine) planets, 
the employment of six gums (sandhi, vigraha, yana, dsana, 
dvaidhibhdra. asraya ) according to the strength of planets, 
auspicious and inauspicious things and sights, the four upayas 
(sama, dana, danda, bheda), sukunas ( omens), the ground fur 
army encampment, the colour of the flames of fire, the employ¬ 
ment as time may require of ministers, spies, envoys, forest 
tribes and means of securing the enemy’s forts. 

Varahamihira, besides devoting several chapters of the 
Brhatsamhita (such as 43-50, 88-96 ) to matters falling under- 
‘Yatra’ composed three works on it,vk. the Brhadyogayatra, 
the Yogayatra and Tikkanika.^^^ Apart from the verses in the 
Brhatsamhita, Varahamihira devotes over 1100 verses to Yatra. 
Yatra is dealt with in several other works also such as the Ratna- 
mala (XV. 1-74 ), Rajaraartanda (folios 42a-50a, verses 653-795)» 
theMuhurtacintamani ( XL 1-109 ). The reason why the work is 


943. I have not been able to find any printed edition of Brhad-yoga- 
yatra. I have used a badly written ms. cf it in the Bbau Daji collection of 
the Bombay Asiatic Society. Part of the Yogayatra (chapters 1-9) was 
published by Kern in the Indische Studien vol. X. pp. 161—212, vol. XIV 
pp. 312-358, vol. XV pp. 167-184 (with translation in German). Mr. 
Jagadisb Lai of Lahore published the whole of it in 1944, but he had a 
defective ms. and there are many gaps in the text as printed. There is a 
ms. of the Yogayatra in the Bhau Daji collection of the Bombay Asiatic 
Society with the commentary of Utpala. There are 16 chapters of the 
Yogayatra with about 467 verses (17 chap, in the Lahore ed.) and the 
Brhadyogayatra ms, has 34 chapters and about 520 verses i e. the latter is 
slightly larger than the former. The Tikkanika is a small work (in nine 
chapters and about one hundred verses) recently published by Mr. V. R. Pandit 
( who devotes great industry and acumen in arriving at a tolerable text) in 
the Journal of the Bombay University, vol. XX part 2 (for 1951 ) pp. 40-63. 
Vide my paper on * Varahamihira and Utpala * in JBBRAS vol. 24-23 
(new series ) pp. 2-4 and 27. The word is varionsly written in the mss. and 
by Utpala as feifPr, 


H. D. 78 
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called Yogayatra is as follows: When a war^^^ is impending, to 
look out and wait for auspicious tithis, week-days, naksatra 
would involve a great delay. Therefore, the conjunctions and 
positions of certain planets in some fixed places (i. e, yoga) is 
looked upon as the principal astrological matter. The Yoga¬ 
yatra and Ratnamala say:^ Just as even a poison may work 
like nectar when mixed (with other substances like milk) or just 
as even honey taken with ghee may act like poison, in the same 
way a planet giving up its own peculiar power yields results 
due to certain conjunctions. Kings march out on conjunctions, 
thieves and bards act on salmnas^ brahmanas act on the efficacy 
of naksatras, others (than these) secure their objects on the 
strength of muhurtas. 

In BrhaJ-jataka (28.3) Varaha declares that he will enume¬ 
rate the topics concerning Yatra^^^ and verses 4-5 specify th 
topics, which agree in the main as to names of titles and their 
order with those in the Brhad-yogayatra chapters II-XX and 
not with those of the Yogayatra. All these works cover a very 
wide field and deal with many subjects that are not strictly 
astrological (as the quotation from the Brhatsaihhita cited above 
in note 942 will show). Even the purely astrological material 
runs into hundreds of verses and all that can be attempted here 
is to indicate very briefly some of the material. 

If a person’s rising sign at birth (lagna) is not known, then 
the lagna at the time of asking a question about Yatra may be 
used for astrological purposes. If such a lagna is either Mesa, 
Karka, Tula or Makara and is occupied by auspicious 

944. 3 i cm * 

^ flmcTt « 

com, on XI. 54. 

945. fiH »T c ! T : 

mnft ^ dsHc^4|4di ^ ^ 

^’hnimr iv. 4-5; 
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wriS XV. 29; compare 5 . f%. XI. 54 with iV. 4. 
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planets or has an auspicious aspect with any of them, then the 
questioner becomes successful in his undertaking; but if 
the lagna, whatever it may be, is occupied by Mars and 
the Moon or if the Moon is aspected by Saturn or is in 
the 7th or 8th place and the Sun is in lagna or if a malefic 
planet occupies the lagna or the 4th, 7th or 8th place, then in 
all these cases the questioner would be defeated or destroyed 
{by his enemies The week-days were regarded as not of 
much importance in Yatra. The 6th, 8th, 12th tithi, Full Moon 
tithi, amavasya, rikta tithi (4th, 9th, 14th) and the first of the 
bright half were not commended for Yatra (the rest were com¬ 
mended ) and yatra was commended on nine naksatras, viz. on 
Asvini, Punarvasu, Anuradha, Mrgasiras, Pusya, Revati, 
Hasta, Sravana and Dhanistha. The Yogayatra IV, Raja- 
martanda ( verses 695-752 ), Ratnamala XV verses 1-74, 
Muhurtacintamani XL 55-74 furnish numerous conjunctions 
that would make a king successful. A few are set out here by 
way of sample. That king that has at the time of marching on 
an expedition Jupiter in the lagna^ Mercury and Venus respec¬ 
tively in 4th and 5th places, Mars and Saturn in 6th, the Sun in 
the 3rd and the Moon in the 10th secures the complete fruit of what 
he desires (the king is victorious) if Jupiter is in the lagna 
and the other planets are in the 2nd and 11th places; when at 
the time of marching the king has Venus, Mercury and the Sun 
respectively in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd places his enemies fall into 
the fire of battle like moths when Venus occupies either the 
4th, 3rd or 11th house, if he has an aspect with Jupiter that is 
in a kendra (1st, 4th, 7th or 10th house) and the malefic planets 
are in places other than the 7th, Sth or 9th place such a conjunc¬ 
tion procures for the king heaps of wealth (and victory ).^^ 

Certain other astrological matters may be alluded to here. 
Rainfall in the four months from Pausa is called unseasonable; 



IV. 6 ; compare 5 . 

XI. 55. 
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one should avoid vrata and yatra for seven days thereafter; 
unseasonable rainfall does not create any defects to a king 
(starting on an invasion) if the ground is not (so muddy as to 
be) marked with the soiled footprints of men and beasts. tijq 
M uhurtacintamani says’^^ *one (the king) should not start as 
long as the periods of upanayana rite, the establishment of an 
image, marriage, festivals (like holika ) and impurity ( on birth 
or death) have not come to an end and for seven days after 
unseasonable flashes of lightning, clouds, fall of rain or snow’. 

Going out of the house on the 9th tithi from the tithi of 
entrance, or entering a house on the 9th tithi after the tithi of 
leaving it and the 9th tithi itself are prohibited and the same 
applies to week-day and naksatra also,^^ 

One should avoid starting in such a way as to face Venus. 
This belief is very old as the Santiparva and Kalidasa refer 
to it.^^^ If the king or any one else has decided on a very 
auspicious day and conjunction for marching out, but some 
unforeseen or urgent business prevents him from actually going, 
he should arrange for what is called prasthana (starting, but 
returning after going a very short distance or sending forward 
something on the auspicious day and starting within a certain 
number of days thereafter). A brahmana should^ send out a 
sacred thread, (a ksatriya) a weapon, vaisya should send 
honey and a sudra should send out a pure fruit (like cocoanut) 
or anyone of whatever varna may send whatever is dear to his 
heart. The sages differed as to the distance one should proceed 

m 

U. UT. folios 23b and 24a, verses 368, 372, both quoted in 

p. 315. 
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for prasthan't and then return. Gargya'®^ said that he may 
proceed from his own house to another house (though very near), 
Bhrgu holds that one should leave the boundaries of ones village 
and stay in another village, Bharadvaja provides that one may 
go as far as an arrow may be discharged and Vasistha says he 
must go out of the city. The prasthana should be made in the 
direction in which one intended to proceed. If the king resorts 
to prasthana he cannot stay in one place for ten days (i. e. he 
may stay nine days), a feudatory chief not for seven days and 
any other ordinary person not for five days and if a person stays 
beyond these limits he can only start again on a fresh good 
muhurta. Even in modern times some people resort to this 
method of prasthana and generally it is a friendly neighbour’s 
house where the bundle of substances (some rice, betelnut, 
turmeric &c.) is kept and taken away when actually starting on 
a journey. 

The Yogayatra XIIL 3 provides that a king when starting 
on an expedition should see, hear and touch mahgalas and enumer¬ 
ates them in verses 4-6, 10-15 at length. A few of them are 
noted here. Auspicious sounds are those of the recitations of the 
Veda and the auxiliary lores of the Veda, of conches, drums, of 
words like * punyaha ’ (it is a holy day ) and of the Puranas, 
Dharmasastras, Arthasastras, the Mahabbarata and the Rama- 
yana; the auspicious chirpings of cranes, casj, peacocks, swans 
and jivajwika (partridge); crows sitting on the backs of 
tortoises marked with mud; auspicious objects are the bilva tree, 
choim'iesy sandalwood, cow with calf, a goat, priyangii creeper, 
fried grains, a chariot filled with men; banners, sarvansadhi^ 
svastilm sign, vessels filled with presents; horse, undried ginger, 
cowdung, mustard, mirror, a bull bound with ropes, meat, a jar 
full of water, turban, lute, umbrella, curds, honey, ghee, yellow 
pigment, maiden, flagstaff, gold, lotus, conch, white ox, flowers, 
fine clothes, fish, well-dressed brahmanas, street walkers, and 
dancing girls, fire in flames, elephants, wet earth, goad, weapons; 
various precious stones such as emerald, ruby, crystal; a young 
woman accompanied by her son; these signs and objects should 

957. >35:1 5TTO' 
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be arranged for or they may present themselves spontaneously. 
The Agnipurana chap. 243, Ratnamala XV. 97-98, Muhurta- 
martanda VIl. 15-16, 20 and several others contain similar 
long lists of auspicious matters on a king’s yritra. Long lists 
of auspicious and inauspicious sights, persons, animals and 
substances are furnished by the Br, S. chapters 86-96 ( expressly 
based upon the works of Rsabha, Bhaguri, Devala, Bharadvaja 
and authors on yatra like Garga dealing with sakunas of all 
kinds, including barking of dogs, chirping of birds and crows ), 
the Brbadyogayatra chapters 21-28 dealing with omens derived 
from the movements of elephants, horses, the cries of she-jackals, 
crows &c, the Yogayatra XIII. 14, Muhurtacintamani XT. 
99-100, Muhurtamartanda VIL 17-19, Rajanitiprakasa pp. 335- 
360 and other works. As an illustration only one verse from 
the Yogayatra is translated here. The following are inauspi¬ 
cious ( on Yatra)- cotton, herbs and drugs, black corn, salt, an 
impotent person, bones, orpiment, fire, serpent, coals, poison, 
serpent’s slough, excreta, razor, diseased persons, one who has 
vomited or is mad or paralysed or blind, grass, husk, a famished 
person, butter milk, an enemy, one whose head is completely 
shaved, one whose body is anointed with oil, one with hair 
dishevelled, a sinner, one wearing reddish garments. 

The construction of a house ( vastu ) is a very important 
matter even in the grhya-and dharma-sutras. Construction of a 
house and the first entrance into it have been described in the 
H. of Dh. vol. n pp. 833-836 but the astrological requirements 
were not illustrated there. The Paraskara-grhya^ simply 
provides that the construction of a house should be begun on an 
auspicious day. The Hiranyakesigrhya is more specific and 
says that a shed or house should be begun after kindling fire in 
the northward passage of the Sun, in the fortnight of the waxing 
moon, on the naksatras of Rohini or the three Uttaras, viz. 


H 27 6 , ^nnrrsrr XIU. 14, 9. 15 ( variant 

readings in all ) q. by on 5 . XI. 99-100 ( from 

These agree closely with the inauspicious things and persons mentioned in 
chap. 243. 3-8. Vide also 29. 34, (UchVwfe 54) 

and under *MaagaIa' on p. 366 above. 
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Uttara PhalgunI, Uttarasadha and UttarabhadrapadS. The 
Matsypurana chap. 253, RatnamSla chap. 17, Rajamartanda 
verses 805-884 (folio 51b-55b), Hemadri on Kala pp. 817-829, 
Muhurtadarsana IX, Jyotistattva pp. 662-670, Muhurtacinta- 
mani XII. 1-29, Nirnayasindhu p. 364 deal with the construction 
of a house. Matsya ( 252. 2-4 ) names eighteen teachers of 
Vastu^astra. A few astrological details are set out here. Matsya 
(253. 1-5 ) states the results of beginning the construction of a 
house in the twelve months from Caitra respectively as disease, 
fine cows, death, good servants and plenty of cattle (in Asadha), 
servants, loss, wife’s death, wealth and crops (in Kartika), rice, 
danger from thieves, various benefits, gold and son (in Phalguna). 
The auspicious naksatras for commencing a house are Asvinl, 
Rohini, Mula, the three Uttaras, Mrga^iras, Svati, Hasta and 
Anuradha and all weekdays (except Sunday and Tuesday ) are 
auspicious (Matsya 253. 6-7 ). The R&jamartanda’*' puts 
many of the astrological requirements in two verses as follows; 

‘ the sages say that the auspicious work of (constructing) a 
house should be begun on the auspicious naksatras of Punarvasu, 
Pusya, Rohini, Mrga^iras, Citra, Dhanistha, Uttara (three of 
them ), Revatl, Sravana, Satabhisak, AnurSdha, Svati endowed 
with auspicious tarSs, on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday or 
Friday, on an auspicious Yoga, on a tithi other than rikta (i. e. 
4th, 9th, 14th) and on a day when there is no Visti; when 
beneficial planets occupy the kendra (1st, 4th, 7th and lOtU 
places ), the 8th and 12th places, when malefic planets occupy 
the third, 6th and 11th places, when Jupiter is in the lagna or 
kendra, or Venus occupies any of these latter and when the msi 
of the owner is auspicious, and when any of the sthira naksatras 
are rising, one should commence a house or make the first 
entrance into it. The Ratnamala says that the construction of 
a house should not be begun on cara rasis. There are several 
other complicated calculations and diagrams employed in finding 
out a proper time for beginning the construction of a house 
such as at/a, -oyaya and Bahumukhacakra that are passed over 
here. 
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It is stated in the Rajamartanda verse 887 (quoted in note 
961) that the same astrological conditions are required in the 
case of the first entrance in a newly built house as in commen¬ 
cing to build a house. Vide Rajamartanda (folio 57 verses 
900-908), Ratnamala XVIII. 1~11, Jyotistattva pp. 670-71, 
Muhurtacintaniani XIII, Nirnayasindhu p. 366 for rules about 
grha-pravesa (first entrance into house). The Rajamartanda 
says thatfirst entrance into a newly built house should be 
made on the naksatras Revati, Dhanistha, Satabhisak, Rohini, 
the three Uttaras, on an auspicious week-day, when the moon is 
not weak, on a tithi other than n'/cta. He should enter the 
house on the floor of which plenty of flowers are strewn, which 
has good ornamental arches, which is adorned with jars filled 
with water, in which the gods have been worshipped with 
sandalwood paste, flowers and offerings and which rings with 
the recitation of (the Vedas by ) brahmanas. 

It may be stated here that some of the astrologicial require¬ 
ments about the construction of a house and the first entrance 
into a newly built house are observed even now. 

The proper times for the establishment of the images of gods 
are specified in many works such as BrhatsamhiU 60. 20-21, 
Matsya-purana ( 264 ), Visnudharmottara HI. 96, Rajamartanda 
(folios 57b-59b, verses 909-943 ), Hemadri on Kala pp. 830-847, 
Jyotistattva pp. 666-667 and 672-73, Nirnayasindhu pp. 334-335, 
Dharmasindhu p. 318. The Brhatsarhhita^^ lays down the 
general rules for the establishment of the images of all gods. 
* In the northward passage of the sun, in the bright half, when 
the moon is in the rirya of Jupiter, when the lagna is a sthira 
rasi and the navamamsa rasi of the lagna is sthira and beneficent 
planets occupy the kendra places or the 5th and 9th places in 
the horoscope (of the establisher), when the malefic planets are 
in the 3rd, 6th, 10th or 11th places, on naksatras called dhmva 
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or mrdu or on Sravana, Pusya or Svati naksatra.on a favourable 
week day (other than Tuesday) the establishment of the images 
of gods is commendedThe Matsya states (264. 3-12) that 
the establishment ( pratistha) of the images of all gods leads to 
beneficent results when done in the months of Caitra, Vaisakha, 
Jyestha, Magha or Phalguna, in the bright fortnight after 
daksinayana ends, on the tithis 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 10th, Full 
moon, 13th (this is the best), on sixteen named naksatras 
(excepting Bharani, Krttika, Ardra, Punarvasu, Aslesa, Magha, 
Purva-phalguni, Citra, Visakha, Dhanistha, Satataraks.), when 
the lagna has an aspect with the three beneficent planets 
Mercury, Jupiter and Venus, on an auspicious yoga, when the 
lagna or naksatra (of establisher) is free from malefic planets 
and on brahma muhurta. 

The Eatnamala^* provides different naksatras for the 
establishment of the images of different gods, one interesting 
provision being that the image of Buddha was to be established 
on Sravana naksatra. In the case of the images of the Matrs, 
Bhairava, the Varaha, Narasimha and Trivikrama incarnations 
and of Devi, the killer of Mahisasura, establishment may be 
made even in Daksinayana. For the establishment of Lihga 
special rules are provided for which Nirnayasindhu (pp. 335-' 
336 ) may be consulted. 

The Rajamartanda provides that the 2nd, 3rd, 10th, 13th 
and 15th tithis are always commended for establishment of 
images of gods and even the 7th and 6th if the establisher likes. 

In the Indian Antiquary vol. VI p. 363 we find an inscri- 
tion of Calukya king Mahgalisa dated sake 500 (578-79 AD.) 
recording the grant of a village named Lanjlsvara on the 
auspicious occasion of the establishment of an image of god 
Visnu. ^ 


^ 20. 2-3. 

H verse 942. 

965 a. 51^ 

A. vol. 6 at p. 363. 

H, D, 79 
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Auspicious times were prescribed for wearing new garments 
for the first time. The Nirnayasindhu quotes two verses^ 
‘ It is desirable to put on new garments for the first time on 
naksatras of Asvini, the three Uttaras, Punarvasu,Pusya, Revatl, 
Dhanistha. The following are the consequences of wearing new 
garments for the first time on the week days from Sunday 
respectively, viz. becoming worn out, constantly wet with water, 
sorrow, wealth, knowledge, meeting with one’s dear ones, 
becoming dirty; the woman who wears new garments or new 
ornaments for the first time on Rohini, Pusya, Punarvasu, 
ITttara-Phalguni and takes a bath on Satataraka naksatra does 
not stay with her husband (i, e. she leaves him ). If a woman 
wears for the first time a garment dyed with Kusumbha (safflower) 
or ornaments of gold, precious stones, coral, glass, conch-shell 
on Revati, Asvini, Dhanistha, Hasta, Citra, Svatl, Visakha, 
Anuradha, that leads to male progeny, wealth and happiness, 
but if she puts on these on Rohini, the three Uttaras, Punarvasu 
and Pusya, that leads to the unhappiness of the husband. 

Muhurtas are prescribed for beginning to take medicine in 
Rajamartanda ( folio 62a, verses 973 ff), Jyotistattva pp. 678 ff, 
Nirnayasindhu p. 362. Only one verse is cited here; ‘ If one 
begins to take medicine on the naksatras Mula, Anuradha, 
Mrgasiras, Pusya, Punarvasu, Revati, Asvini, Sravana, Jyestha, 
Hasta, Citra, Svatl, and on Monday, Thursday or Friday, that 
would benefit the patient. Medieval works like the Rajamartanda, 
Bhujabala, Muhiirta-martanda, Jyotistattva, Nirnayasindhu 
describe the muhurtas and inauspicious times for all matters 
under the sun (not necessarily religious) such as for purchase 
and sale of merchandise and animals, for agricultural operations, 
for planting trees, for digging tanks and wells, for oilbatk, 
for baths with ground myrobalans &c. 

The foregoing discussion about the astrological requirements 
in several religious and secular matters are enough to show how 
astrology and omens have had a very firm hold on the minds 

966. ^ i ^ ^ 

I m ^ vt h ^nrf^ q- hy i^. w- 

p. 357. Vide p. 671 for other verses on the same subject. 
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©f Indians for the last two thousand years or more. With regard 
to favourable and unfavourable omens Varahamihira himself 
says ‘If all favourable and unfavourable signswere on one 
side and on the other side there is purity of heart, it is the latter 
that brings success’ or ‘ on one side all omens, on the other the 
purity of the mind (it is the mind that counts); in a battle the 
mind may be suddenly seized with fear and even the wind may 
be the cause of victory or defeat’. The Matsyapurana after 
mentioning unusual occurrences and omens in connection with 
the march of a king on an invasion winds up as follows;^’ 
‘ Auspicious planets are commended, particularly Jupiter (as 
indicative of future success). Belief in god, faith, honouring 
those that deserve honour-*all these are commended and whatever 
else may be approved by one’s conscience. In this matter 
(of invasion ) the peace of the mind is the highest indication of 
(coming) success, when all omens are ©n one side and the mind’s 
peace on the other ’. A purely astrological work like the Ratna- 
mala^ of Sripati says the same thing. 

Owing to the almost universal belief in astrology, there was 
always the temptation to fasten fanciful horoscopes on renowned 
avataras and heroes. Some Mss. of the Ramayana^ contain 
a few details of the horoscope of Rama, the principal ones being 
that the lagna was Karkata, in which the Moon and Jupiter 
were in conjunction and that five planets were in exaltation 
( ucca ). As the Moon was in Cancer, that planet was not in 
exaltation, since Taurus ( Bull) is exaltation of the Moon. As 
Rama was born on Caitra bright half 9th the Sun was in Mesa 
(Aries, Ram), which is also the ucca of the Sun. Therefore. 


rot « vpnrnn 5. I5. Jagacdish Lai’s edition 

reads 
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Mercury must be either in conjunction with the Sun or in Taurus 
or Pisces. None of these is the ucca of Mercury. Probably 
Mercury should be taken to be with Venus as they are friends, 
while if Mercury be placed in Vrsabha (Taurus or Bull) he would 
be in the house of an enemy. The Ramayana does not mention 
Rahu and Ketu at all. So the horoscope of Rama would be as 
follows: 



Vide Pillai s ‘ Indian Ephemeris ’ vol. I part 1 pp. 112-123 for 
discussion on Rama’s horoscope. Kalidasa in the Raghuvamsa 
(III. 13) states that Raghu, the ancestor of Rama, was born 
when five planets were in exaltation and were not setting (i. e. 
were a good many degrees away from the Sun). But he does 
not furnish the lagna nor even the month of his birth. 

As regards Parasurama, the Nirnayasindhu quotes the 
Bhargavarcanadipika^^ to the effect that Visnu himself was 
born as the son of Renuka on Vaisakha, bright half, 3rd tithi, 
on Punarvasu naksatra in the first quarter of the night, when 
six planets were in exaltation and Rahu was in Mithuna 
(Gemini, Twins). The Moon being in Punarvasu, that is 
either in Mithuna or Karkata, none of which is Moon’s ucca all the 
remaining six planets must be held to be in exaltatioa There¬ 
fore, Parasurama’s horoscope must be supposed to be somewhat 
like this: 


972. Vide my paper in the Joarnal of Oriental Institute, Baroda, vol. 
1. pp. 3-7 about the horoscopes of Rama and his three brothers stated in 
the Ramayana. 
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This horoscope cannot be right. The ucca signs of the Sun and 
Mercury are Mesa (Aries) and Kanya (Virgo) respectively. 
Mercury cannot be so far away from the Sun. So this is only a 
fancy horoscope without any reality behind it. 

Coming to historical times, Banabhatta’^^ in the Harsacarita 
(4th Ucchvasa ) tells us that Harsa was born on the 12th of the 
dark half of the month of Jyestha, on Krttika naksatra, at night¬ 
fall when all the planets were in exaltation. But Bana is 
delightfully vague about the name of the lagna and it is not 
clear what he means by ‘ all planets ’ being in exaltation. At 
the end of Jyestha the Sun cannot be in Mesa, which is the 
ucca of the Sun, but may be in Vrsabha or Mithuna. 

The commentary Sudhavidyotini^ on the Saundaryalahari, 
a work attributed to the great philosopher Sahkaracarya, furnishes 
a horoscope of Sahkaracarya, viz. the lagna was Sirhha (Lion), 
Jupiter in Fishes, Sun in Ram, Mercury was in Mithuna, Venus 
in Fishes, Saturn in Aquarius, Mars in Capricornus, Moon 
swallowed by Rahu (there was an eclipse) and in Hasta or 
Citra ( either in Kanya or Tula). This horoscope also seems to 
be a fancy one, since Mercury cannot be in Mithuna when the 
Sun is in Mesa. 



974. Writ siiSig 
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873. Vide Jonrntd of Indian I^Btory, vol. 4 p, 39, 
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Kalhana^^ in the Rajatarahgini says that king Harsa of 
Kashmir( born 1059 A.D., ruled 1089-1101 A.D. ) was born on the 
Karkata lagiui when Mars and Saturn were in the 5th house, 
Jupiter and Mercury in the 6th, Venus and the Sun in the 7th 
and the Moon in the 10th, thak like Duryodhana he caused 
the extinction of his family as the astrological conjuction at his 
birth indicated and as the authors of Sarnhitas declared that 
Kauravas destroyed their families because in their horoscopes 
the Moon, Venus and malefic planets were in the 10th, 7th and 
5th houses. This horoscope may be true, as Kalhana wrote only 
about fifty years after Harsa’s death. 

Some inscriptions show that kings rewarded men for astro¬ 
logical devices. For example, the Kadaba plates of the 
Rastrakuta king Prabhutavarsa Govindaraja III granted in iake 
735 to a Jain Muni the village of Jalamahgala for having warded 
off the evil influence of Saturn from Vimaladitya, one of his 
governors. 

Some of the previous volumes of this History of Dharma- 
Sastra hare been criticized in two different ways by critics. 
Some said that the author should have stopped at describing 
what transformations several of the topics dealt with underwent 
in the course of centuries and that no personal opinions should 
have been expressed about what changes should be made in the 
present or in future. Another set of scholars complained that 
the author should have expressed* his personal views in many 
matters on which he expresses no definite opinion or does not 
advance a definite theory of his own. Bearing in mind these 
criticisms the author proposes to indicate his own personal views 
on Indian Astrology in relation to Dharmasastra. 

Modern scientists, philosophers and theologians have gene¬ 
rally ignored astrology. Some ridicule it, some have condemned 
it as superstitious, as * a delusion and a snare ’. In spite of 
the condemnation by eminent scientists astrology enjoys great 
vogue among millions of people in the educated West. Many of 
those who condemned it in scathing terms appear to have done 
so on a priori arguments and do not appear to have studied 

frnmr ^ h 

VII. 1718-1720. 

977. Vide E. I. vol. VI. pp 332-349 at p. 340. 
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astrological works. The more effective method would perhaps 
have been to study the horoscopes of well-known persons, to 
examine them by the rules of the astrologers themselves, to show 
that the application of their own rules leads to contradictions, 
confusion and absurd results and lastly to exhibit that the 
principles on which they evolve their rules and make their 
predictions have hardly any basis in fact and are imaginary. 

The fundamental doctrine of astrology that the Sun, the 
Moon and the planets exert some influence on terrestrial life and 
things is scientific.^® The matter to be considered is whether 
the principles laid down in such astrological works as the 
Brhajjataka can stand rational analysis and tests. The author 
may state here that in his boyhood there was an astrologer called 
Muhadkar Jyotishi who never took money, who was employed 
as a bailiff in a civil court in the Bombay State and who cor¬ 
rectly stated the lagna and the positions of the planets in the 
horoscopes of people by looking for a few minutes at their faces, 
eyes and hands. The percentage of his mistakes in this respect 
was very low, barely one to five percent. This led many educated 
people to believe in those days that astrological works may be 
right so far that the physical features of a man may have some 
relation to the planets and their positions at his birth. But, 
when he set about the business of stating important facts about 
the lives of the persons whose horoscopes he correctly stated he 
often went wrong. One cannot also ignore the facts that some 
predictions turn out to be true. Unless one holds that they are 
all mere inexplicable co-incidences, they require to be carefully 
considered. There is an astrological sanad (grant) which 
records most wonderful and detailed predictions that came out 
to be true. The grant was made in 1793 A. D. to one Chinto 
Mahadeo Gole by Govindrao Gaikwad, a scion of the Gaikwad 
family that ruled in Gujarat at Baroda. It recites^ that 
Govindrao Gaikwad had to leave his inheritance at Baroda and 
stayed near Poona for twenty-five years, that thereafter he con¬ 
sulted Chinto who was a great astrologer, and it was agreed that 
he should make a prediction after consulting iastras as to when 
Govindrao would be able to recover his inheritance and if the 
prediction proved true Govindrao agreed to donate to Chinto a 
village yielding five thousand rupees yearly revenue. The grant 

978, Compare Prof. Nengebauer in E. S. A. p. 164; J. C. Gregery on 
* Ancient Astrology ' in 'Nature*, vol. 153 pp. 512-515. 

979. Vide Indian Antiquary, vol. 16 p. 317. 
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further recites that the astrologer gave toGovindraoaclosed letter 
which stated that the Peshwa at Poona would call Govindrao to 
his presence in the first watch of Friday, 8th tithi, Margasirsa 
dark half of sake 1714 ( 7th December 1792 A. D.) when the sign 
ascending would be Dhanus ( Archer) and, after taking from 
Govindrao an agreement to give certain cash and to cede some 
territory, would restore him t» his inheritance and honour him 
by the present of three sirpench (turban ornaments or spray 
of gems) containing 45 rubies and 14 diamonds (out of which 
three would be large and eleven small), one pearl crest ( con¬ 
taining about 496 pearls ), one elephant and one blue horse. It 
is further recited in that sanad that the letter stated that even 
after this Govindrao would have to stay for eleven months in 
Poona out of which he would suffer for eight months great 
calamities, that thereafter the Peshwa would return to Govindrao 
the territories he had agreed to cede, that he would then return 
to Baroda in the month of Magha. The sanad in the end recites 
that all this that was contained in the closed letter came to be 
true to the very letter and therefore as agreed before the village 
of Ayana was donated. It would be noticed in what details the 
prediction entered. There is no reason to doubt the solemn 
words of this grant that everything as predicted came out to be 
true. How the astrologer pointed out all these details is not at 
all clear, as no astrological work that I know of, enters into such 
detailed predictions or gives rules for that purpose. 

Just as the Sun and the Moon influence terrestrial pheno¬ 
mena such as the tides, the author feels from the instance of the 
Mahadkar Jyotishi mentioned above and from the hundreds of 
horoscopes that he has seen that it might be possible to state 
the physical characteristics of the persons concerned from their 
horoscopes. But no such efforts have been made by anybody 
nor published if made. The author, however, feels also that 
hardly anything can be said about the mental capacities of a 
person or the fortunes and vicissitudes of his life from his horo¬ 
scope. It would not be relevant to enter into further discussion 
of this matter in this work. 

What firm grip astrological considerations had on the minds 
of people and writers on astrology is demonstrated by certain 
rules in astrological works about a child’s birth on Asilesa or 
Jyestha naksatra or on what is called Oan^ or Oai^danta and 
how it was recommended that the innocent and helpless infant 
born on these supposed very unlucky times should be abandoned 



Uonceming child bom on unlucky naksatra 631§ 

in spito of what lovo and pity should dictats. W 0 havo soon abovo 
that the roots of this boliof go back to tho Atharvavoda (vido 
note 753 above). Some verses are translated here. Garga 
quoted in Prayogaparijata^ prescribes ‘a child born on 
Gandanta by day causes the father’s death, one born in the 
night on Gandanta causes the mother’s death and one born at 
twilight causes its own death; no Ganda is safe (free from 
danger). Abandonment of children born on Ganda is laid down 
or (the father) should avoid seeing it or hearing its cry for six 
months ’. Bhallata ^ provides * a child born during the period 
of the last ghatika of Jyestha and the first two ghatikas of Mula 
should be abandoned or the father should not see its face for 
eight years; in the case of a child born on the first quarter (of 
Mula) the father dies, if born in the second quarter of Mula the 
ttiother dies, if born in the third quarter there is loss of wealth 
and (birth in) the 4th quarter (of Mula) is auspicious; the same 
results follow in the case of birth on Ailesa but in the reverse 
order from the last quarter of it.’ The author knows the case of 
his father’s first cousin who was born to his father when the 
latter was over forty years of age and when he had been long 
and anxiously waiting for a son, that was born on an unlucky 
quarter of Mula naksatra. The astrologers recommended that 
the child be abandoned at the foot of a sacred tree. The father 
absolutely refused to accept the advice, saying that he would 
rather gladly die than abandon an innocent and anxiously 
desired son. The author saw the father when he had lived 
beyond 80, and the son also reached a pretty old aige. 

Ptolemy subscribed to the geocentric hypothesis and in order 
to account for the puzzling movements of the planets adopted 
the theory of eccentric orbits and epicycles. Though his theories 
viewed in the light of modern astronomical science were wrong, 

980. ufSrsrm^ 
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28. The verse q. by also p. 244, 

P» 244. The great 

Hindi poet and saint Tulsidas (born ih sa^vat 1589 i. e. 1532 A.D ) waa an 
child and was abandoned by his parents and was brought up by a 
sadhu. Vide Grierson in I. A. vol. XXII at p. 265. 

H.n. 80 



634 


History of Dharmahastra [ Sec. 11, Clh. XVII 


he and his followers could predict eclipses. That suggests that 
correct inferences may be drawn in certain cases from premises 
some of which may be wrong. Besides, no one appears to have 
examined the theory of Varahamihira and his followers that a 
horoscope is only like a sketch or plan that indicates only future 
trends in a man’s life depending on his actions in his previous 
life or lives. It is not probable that this theory will ever be 
tested and examined. There are weighty and practical reasons 
for this. Millions of people are not at all interested in knowing 
what they did in their past lives nor do many of them believe in 
metempsychosis or the theory of past and future lives of the 
individual soul. They are mainly concerned with predictions 
about their future. The theory of horoscopes being only sketches 
or maps indicating future tendencies cuts the very ground 
from under the feet of professional astrologers. They would, if they 
persisted only in telling their clients mere future tendencies and 
did not furnish positive predictions, find that their occupation 
was gone. In the minds of millions not only in India but in many 
parts of the world astrology is a living faith and it appears that 
neither scientists nor historians can possibly destroy such a 
tenaciously held and deep-seated belief. But the belief that 
planets cause persons to do certain things is likely to have 
serious consequences. The sense of moral responsibility for all acts 
done by a person will bs impaired by such a belief; and a person 
guilty of a crime may plead (or may at least believe) that he 
Was helpless before the influence of the heavenly bodies. 

Before closing this brief account of Indian astrology I must 
in a few words advert to a work called Bhrgusaihhita in Sanskrit 
which is supposed to contain numberless horoscopes with 
descriptions of persons born on the twelve rasis from Mesa on¬ 
wards, references to the deeds of such persons in previous lives, 
the horoscope with the positions of the several planets, the 
important happenings in each person’s present life from the year 
of his birth to his death. Persons who profess to have in their 
possession the Bhrgusaihhita are generally averse to showing 
the whole work to any one, but read to those who consult them 
verses from the work said to be in their x)ossession and people 
feel often amazed at the accounts about themselves which are 
read out to them. There is much of deception in this. I have 
examined four Mss. in the Desai Collection of Sanskrit mss. ha 
the Bombay University called Bhrgusamhita said to have been 
imparted to Sukra by his father Bhrgu on mount GandhamS- 
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dana which contain about 600 horoscopes each of the four 
lagnas, Mesa, Vrsabha, Mithuna and Earka, describing in 15 to 
20 verses each of the horoscopes in the same lagna but with 
different positions of the planets in each case. No Bhrgusaihhita 
can be accommodated even in a big library if it contains des¬ 
criptions of all possible horoscopes in 15 or 20 verses each. There 
are twelve ra^s as lagnas, 9 planets (including Rahu and Ketu) 
and twelve hhavas. By permutations and combinations of these 
there would be crores of possible horoscopes and if at least 15 
verses were to be assigned to each there would be millions on 
millions of verses. Hence describing a horoscope by extracts 
from Bhrgusanhhita is often a fraud. 

In Indian Astrology the most important matters are the 
rasis, the planets and the twelve bhavas (or places ). Take the 
ra^s first. What is the reason for naming certain groups of stars 
or constellations as Mesa or Vrsabha &c. ? There are no Rams 
and Bulls in the sky. Some observers on the earth imagined 
that certain constellations presented to the eye the appearance of 
certain animals, human figures and mythical beings. As shown 
above (p. 565 ) the Chinese and Japanese name them differently. 
Therefore, there is a great element of arbitrariness and ima¬ 
ginary analogies in naming the so-called rasis. Once named, 
the rasis are classified in various ways and predictions are based 
on the class to which a r^i belongs. All these classifications are 
based on ideas of symmetrical sequence and fancy. Why should 
Mesa and Mithuna (which is represented as * twins man and 
woman) be called male, while Vrsabha and Vrscika be classed 
as female ? There is no explanation except this that the twelve 
rasis had to be classified in two groups, male and female, and 
symmetry required that they be alternately called male and 
female. For the same reason of symmetrical order Mesa and 
Earka are grouped as oara (mobile), while Simha and Vrscika 
are classified as sthira (firm i mm obile). The Sun (the 8^^®^ 
of all light and support of the world) is called krura or papa 
( a malefic) planet along with Mars and Saturn, while JupitOT 
and Venus are classed as beneficent and the waning Moon is 
also held to be malefic. Here association of ideas and analogy 
play a great part. Jupiter and Venus are both brilliant and 
white or whitish, while Mars is red (the colour of blood). 
sides, the first two are supposed to be the preceptors cd the go^ 
and amras respectively. Therefore, they are beneficent and tlw 
blood-red Mara is malefic. The Sun, Jupiter and Mars are said 
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to be masculine, the Moon and Venus feminine and Mercury 
and Saturn neuter for the same reason, viz. association of ideas 
and analogy. The Moon and Venus are beautiful and mild, 
therefore they are feminine, while the Sun (that has fierce heat). 
Mars (with blood red hue ) and Jupiter (the acarya of the gods) 
are masculine. Modern astronomy declares that the Moon is dry 
and waterless and contains the remains of extinct volcanoes; 
yet if the astrologers be followed we shall have to regard the 
Moon as feminine. In classical Sanskrit the Moon is called 
‘Sasanka*. The Japanese Moon Goddess Gwaten is drawn 
with a bare. Vide figure opposite p. 18 in Prof. Zinner’s * The 
stars above us. ’ Then we may consider the doctrines of 
svagrhcts and uccas (exaltations of planets ). There are twelve 
rasis and seven planets; five must be given two rasis as svagrhas 
and the other two only one rasi each as svagtha. The Br. J. 
assigns only one rasi as svagrha to the Sun and Moon, viz. 
Sirhha (Lion ) and Karka (Crab) respectively, while two rasis 
are assigned to each of the other five planets. There is absolu- 
tely no logical or satisfactory explanation of this. Moreover, 
in assigning two rasis as svagrhas the only principle that seems 
to have been followed is that of sequence, viz. one rasi beyond 
Simha and one beyond Karka i. e. Kanya and Mithuna to 
Mercury and in the same way to the remaining planets in the 
order of distance. The result is that Vrsabha and Tula (Scales) 
are the svagrhas of the beautiful and brilliant planet Venus and 
Dhanus (Archer) and Mina (Fishes) are the svagrhas of 
Jupiter. If one turns to the doctrine of exaltation, no rational 
or astronomical explanation is given why Aja (goat), Vrsabha 
( Bull), Makara, Kanya, Karka, Mina and Tula should be the 
uccas of the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus 
and Saturn respectively. The naming and arrangement of the 
twelve bhavas hardly follows any rational basis. One may at 
the most concede that the first bhava in which the sign rising at 
a person’s birth is placed is plausibly called tanu (body) and 
that regarding the 7th bhava therefrom as the one on which love 
and marriage may be considered has also some plausibility. 
Birth and death are the two ends of a person’s life. If the first 
bhava is called tanu, the bhava about death should be the 12th, 
ihe last, but in the Brhaj-jataka and other works, it is the 8th 
bhava that is called mrtyu (death). Some of the bhavas have 
too many matters crowded into them. For example, the 4th 
bhava is supposed to be the one on which a person’s relatives, 
friends, house, happiness and conveyance are to be considered. 
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The fifth bhava is concerned with sons, intellect, learning, 
speech. Supposing that that bhava is very favourably placed, 
the prognostications would have to be that the person would 
have many sons, he would be a learned man and a good speaker. 
But all these very rarely go together. A man of great intellect 
has often no sons, while a very learned man is often not a good 
speaker. 

Then there is the question of friendships and enmities 
among planets. There is no rhyme nor reason in this respect. 
Why Venus, a beneficent planet in theory, should be the enemy 
of the Sun, when Jupiter another beneficent planet is a friend, 
is something which it is difficult to understand or explain. 
Besides, these relationships are not reciprocal The Moon has 
no enemy, but from the point of view of Venus, the Moon is the 
enemy of Venus. Mercury (mythologically the son of the 
Moon ) is said to be a friend of the Moon, but from the point of 
view of Mercury the Moon is its enemy. There is a further 
strange matter to be noticed. As men fight among themselves, 
it has been supposed that the planets (excepting the Sun and 
the Moon) fight among themselves^ (vide note 872 above). 
Besides there are thousands of minor planets between Mars and 
Jupiter and ancient and medieval horoscopes took no account 
of Uranus, Neptune and Pluto among the planets nor of 
the numerous satellites of Jupiter. 

Another important doctrine in Indian astrology is that of 
drsti (glance, aspect) which has been explained above (note 
876 ). That doctrine had some plausibility when the distances 
between the planets and the stars were not known. But in view 
of modern astronomical knowledge the doctrine of the drstis of 
planets has hardly any meaning. Every planet and star really 


982. The idea of is very old as the chap, 17 (1-27 

verses) deals with it at great length and as it expressly states that Parasara 
and other sages of old had developed it long before. It deals with the 
astrological results of to specific countries, kings, and people. Three 

verses are quoted here. l 3^ TO” 

^ 1 

17. 3-5 q. by P* 208. 

and correspond to the words 
quoted above in not^ 872. 
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faces every other planet and star in this vast Universe at all 
times unless there happens to be another celestial object in the 
line connecting any two of them and it is very difficult to 
understand how one planet can look at another planet or star at 
a quarter or a half or ftbs aspect (i. e. at various angles). 

When an astrologer says that a planet (say Venus) is in 
its svagrha (own house) i. e. Vrsabha (Bull) with the Moon let 
us understand what it means. The rasi Vrsabha is constituted by 
many stars, the most brilliant of which is Eohini ( Aldebaran). 
Light travels at 186000 miles a second and modern astronomy 
finds that light takes 57 years to reach the earth from Aldebaran. 
The position then is this that the observer on the earth sees the 
Moon, Venus and Aldebaran very near each other. According 
to modern astronomy the Moon is only about two hundred and 
forty thousands miles from the earth, Venus a few crores of 
miles from it and Aldebaran billions of billions of miles away. 
They appear to be near only on account of the effect of perspec¬ 
tive. This creates difficulties which the astrologers altogether 
ignore. When an observer sees Aldebaran to-day the rays he 
sees today started some 57 years ago, while the rays of Mars 
are seen within a few minutes of their start and of the Moon 
almost immediately. 

The principles of rasi astronomy were probably established 
in India in the three centuries preceding the Christian era The 
predecessors of Varahamihira and Varahamihira himself saw 
Mesa, Vrsabha and other rasis occupying certain definite sectors 
of the Zodiac and propounded certain rules about the physical 
and mental characteristics and professions of persons born when 
the Moon was in Mesa and the other rasis (in chap. 17 of the 
Br. J.) and also of persons born on Mesa and the other rasis, 
when the Sun, Mars and the other planets occupied those sigiis 
(ibid, chap. 18). The zodiacal section where Vrsabha stood 
about two thousand years ago is now occupied by the constel¬ 
lations comprising Mesa (Earn) owing to precession. How can 
the astrological consequences of being bom on Taurus two 
thousand years ago be the same now when Taurus does not occupy 
the Zodiacal sector which it occupied then and when that 
particular sector is occupied now by Aries ? 

The above discussion is enough to show the flaws in the 
teachings of Indian astrology and would lead thoughtful persons 



Addition of astrological details in later works 639 

to conclude that the rules of astrology should have very little 
influence in determining the times of their undertakings. It 
appears that astrological details which were conspicuous by their 
absence in ancient Dharmasastra works have attained so much 
growth during the last two thousand years that the fundamental 
religious requirements have been smothered thereby. Those 
who believe that all events affecting men are necessitated by the 
planets and stars appear to go wrong in two ways. They thereby 
deprive God of control and providence in human affairs and 
they take away man’s free will. The dilemma is that if astrologers 
cannot stop or foil what the planets indicate, what is the use or 
benefit of their prescience; if they can stop or frustrate what is 
deemed to be fated to happen how can they support the thesis 
that planets compel events ? 

The question arises then how far religious matters, such as 
tJpanayana and marriage, should be regulated by astrological 
considerations. It has been already shown above (p. 606 and 
p. 610 ) how the astrological requirements for TJpanayana and 
marriage were very few and simple in the times of the grhya* 
autras and the Manusmrti (i. e. several centuries before the 
Christian era), how later writers went on adding one requirement 
after another and how even in the 11th century A. D. orthodox 
works like the Rajamartanda advised neglect of all astrological 
requirements in the case of girls whose marriages had to be 
postponed very long for some reason or other. Therefore, in 
respect of religious ceremonies like TJpanayana and marriage 
the author would advise, as a first step towards getting rid of 
oppressive and meaningless astrological conditions, that people 
should revert to the simple rules .of the grhyasutras and Manu, 
There are two views on the observance of the rules about the 
details of religious rites. One is that a person^ need not go 
beyond the provisions contained in the grhyasutra of his own 
Veda or §akhd and that when one observes those provisions he 
would be deemed to have performed all that the sastra requires 
of him. The second view (held by a majority of medieval 
writers of digests) was that one should include in a religious 
rite details mentioned in works of other s^khas, though not 
mentioned in his own sakha, provided the former details are not 


byami^P* 8. p. 5. 
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in direct conflict with the details in his own ^akha.^ These 
people follow what is called the ‘sarvasakha-pratyayanyaya’ of 
the Purvamlmahsa. Both these view-points have been explained 
at great length by the author in H. of Dh. vol. Ill p. 870 and 
voL IV pp. 852-855. In these times one may at most follow the 
astrological rules provided by the sutras and Manu. Though 
the author has pointed out great flaws in the whole structure of 
Indian astrology, he does not think that it is his duty as a mere 
historian of Dharmasastra to advise people how far they should 
accept or discard astrology in general. 


I. 35 q. by p. 8, on ^frvg P- 756, air^TTT^ 

folio 115a ( of ms. D, C. No, 194 of 1884-87 ). 



CHAPTER XVIII 


Calendar, eras, various reckonings about years, 
months &c. 

• In order to be able to perform vratas and celebrate utsaras 
at the proper times and in order to find out the^ appropriate 
times for religious rites like sacrifices, upanayana and marriage 
people require a calendar or almanac. A calendar is a methodi¬ 
cal combination or book about days, months and years for the 
purpose of registering in advance religious festivals and astro¬ 
nomical or astrological phenomena and for purposes of civil 
life. In India about thirty calendars are in use by Christians, 
Parsis, Moslems and Hindus. Confining oneself to Hindus there 
is a bewildering variety of calendars in use at present. Some 
are based on the data of the Suryasiddhanta and some on those 
of the Aryasiddhanta, while others follow comparatively later 
manuals like the Grahalaghava; some begin the year with 
Caitra suJda pratipad ( or pratipada ), others with Kartika sukla 
pratipad and there are small tracts like the Halar^ (in 
Kathiawad) where the year begins with the 1st day of the 
bright half of Asadha. Gujarat and North India except Bengal 
use the Vikrama era, while the Deccan and South India gene¬ 
rally employ the Saka year, but Kashmir follows the Laukil<a 
reckoning. In some parts (North India and Telahgana) and 
communities the months are purnimanta (i. e. end with Pull 
Moon), while other parts (Bengal, Maharastra and south India ) 
follow the amanta (month ending with amavasya ) reckoning. 
The result is that some fasts and celebrations universally 
observed throughout India such as the EkadasI and Sivaratri 
fasts and the celebrations of the birth of Srikrsna are observed on 
two different days in different parts of the country and by different 
sects and there is a difference of one month between the days of 
some observances i. e. while on the purnimanta reckoning a cer¬ 
tain festival may be observed in Asvina dark half, the same month 


985. vide Mrs. Stevenson’s ' Rites of the twice-born ’ p. 301 n; also 
I. A. vol. 18 p. 93, where it is said that the Halari year used in Halar prant 
of Kathiawad and also at Amreli and Jetpar begins on Andha sukla 
pratipad instead of Kartika sukla and there is also another beginning on 
amanta Asadha krsna 2. 

H, D, 81 
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may be called Bhadrapada dark half (by amanta reckoning) and 
the same festival may be celebrated one month lafcer. The con¬ 
fusion is worse confounded in modern times by some calendars 
being what are called Drk or Drkpratyaya based on the data of 
the Nautical Almanac in order that such happenings as eclipses 
predicted in the pahcahga may be found to tally exactly with 
what is actually seen by the people. It appears that in South 
India there are rather too many pancahgas (calendars). In 
Tamilnad there are two kinds of pancahgas, one is based on 
dfk-ganita, the other is based on the Vakya method (that follows 
medieval calculations based on Aryabhata which produce less 
accurate results ). There is the Pudukottai pahcahga ( a Vakya 
one) issued under the authority of the rajas of the principality 
of that name. The Srirahgam pahcahga (a Vakya one ) is used 
by the Srivaisnavas, while followers of another Vaisnava sect, 
the Madhvas, have a pahcahga of their own. The Kanjanur 
pahcahga is the most common Vakya pahcahga used by the 
smartas who do not use the drkrganita pahcahga issued under 
the authority of the Sahkaracarya. The Telugus foUow the 
Siddhanta-candra^ pahcahga based on the Grahalaghava of 
Gane^a composed in sake 1442 (1520 A. D.). In Malabar the 
people have a drk-pahcahga, but it is based on a revision of the 
old Malabar system called Parahita and is not the drk-pahcahga 
followed by the Tamils. The Telugus follow the Candra reckon¬ 
ing and begin their year called Yugadi from Caitra sukla, while 
the Tamils follow the Saura reckoning, start their Caitra with 
Mesa Visu, though, their vratas and religious ceremonies being 
based on tithis^ they have to follow the Cdndra-mdna. Bengalis 
use solar months and lunar days with triennial adjustment by 
the insertion of an intercalary month. 

There are three siddhantas in use, viz. the Suryasiddhanta 
(used throughout India on account of its accuracy), the Arya- 
siddhanta (relied on in Travancore, Malabar, and by the^ 
Madhvas in Karnataka and in Tamil Districts of Madras State) 
and the Brahma-siddhanta (followed in Gujerat and Eajputana). 
The last, however, is losing ground in favour of the first. In 
the Siddhantas calculations are made from the epoch of the 

986. Warren's Kalasankalita (pp. 65-63) publishes a skeleton of the 
Siddhantacandra pancaaga for the 4924th luni-solar year of the Kaliynga 
current (i. e. ^ke 1745, A. D. 1822) for the Meridian and Latitude of 
Madras which is mainly based on Telugu Pancaaga, but furnishw Tamil 
data also. 
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mahaifuga and are so elaborate that pancahgas can hardly be 
made from them direct. Therefore, works called karanas based 
on the Siddhantas are used to prepare pancahgas, such as 
Makaranda in Bengal and the Grahalaghava ofGanesa;the 
tables of the fatter called Tithicintamani are used in the Deccan, 
Central India and some other parts of India. There are two 
important points of difference between the Siddhantas among 
themselves viz. the length of the year (but the difference is only 
of a few vipalas ) and the second is the number of revolutions of 
the Moon and the planets in the Kalpa or Mahayuga or Yuga. 
The Siddhantasiromani (L 6) specifies the matters with which a 
siddhanta must deal, the very first of which is the enumeration of 
the units of time from truti up to the end of pralaija. 


It should not be supposed that India is singular in this 
respect. The present European calendar is also very unsatis¬ 
factory. Originally it was Julius Caesar who introduced a 
revised calendar in 46 B. C. with the provision that every 4th 
year was to be a leap year. But his calculations were not very 
accurate and the result was that by 1582 A.D. the spring equinox 


occurred on 10th March instead of on 21st March. Pope 
Gregory XIII declared that 4th October 1582 was to be followed 
by 15th October (i. e. ten days were dropped). He further 
provided that century years were not to have a leap year unless 
they could be divided by 400 (so that years 1700, 1800,1900 of 
the Christian era have no additional day, but 2000 would have 
one). Even so, there is still a slight error, but only after more 
than 33 centuries one day would have to be dropped. The 


Gregorian year is longer by 26 seconds than the correct length 
of the year arrived at by modern astronomical calculations. 
Protestant England did not follow Pope Gregory a reform till 

1750 A. D. when Acts were passed whereby 2nd of September 
1752 was to be followed not by 3rd September but by 14th 
September ( dropping eleven days). Vide ‘ the Calendar New 
Style Act’ 1750 (24 Geo. 2, chapter 23) and the Calendar Act 

1751 (25 Geo. 2, chapter 30), which changed the year beginning 
from 25th March to 1st January and embodied the reforms made 
by Pope Gregory Xm. The European calendar is stiU very 
inconvenient. Under it a month may have from 28 to 31 days, 
the quarters of a year consist of 90 to 92 days; the two halves of 
the year (January to June and July to December) contain 
respectively 181 (or 182) and 184 days, working days per month 
vary from 24 to 27 days and years and months begin on different 
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week-days. Easter, the Queen of feasts, could fall even after 
1751 on 35 different dates from 22nd March to 25th April, as 
Easter is first Sunday after the Full Moon occurring on or after 
21st March. 

It has been stated above (p. 480) that this work will not deal 
with pure astronomical questions; therefore, the author proposes to 
avoid going into details of astronomical computations. But 
something would have to be said about them as occasion requires. 
Those who are interested in ancient Indian astronomy and 
its later ramifications may consult and study the following 
works and articles; Warren’s Kalasahkalita; the Suryasiddhanta 
translated and annotated by Whitney; Indian Metrology by 
J.B, Jervis, pp. 174-259; the Panca-siddhantika of Varaha- 
mihira (text and translation by Thibaut and M. M. Suddhakar 
Dwivedi); S. B. Diksita’s * Bharatiya Jyotisasastra ’ (in Marathi 
a masterly work ); Sewell and Diksit’s * Indian Calendar ’ (1896); 
Sewell’s * Indian Chronography ’ (1912); Sewell’s ‘ Siddhantas 
and Indian Calendar ‘ Vedic Chronology and Vedahga-Jyotisa* 
by B. G. Tilak (1925): Divan Bahadur Swamikannu Pillafs 
* Indian Ephemeris 7 volumes ( vol. I part 1 being general and 
the rest being Tables ); V. B. Ketkar’s Jyotirganitam, KetakI, 
Vaijayanti, Grahag^nita and ‘ Indian and foreign chronology ’ 
(Extra Number LXXV-A of the JBBRAS); Jacobi’s papers in 
Epigraphia Indica vol. I. pp. 403-460 (on computation of 
Hindu dates ), vol. II. pp. 487-498 (tables for calculating Hindu 
dates in true local time ), vol. XII. pp. 47 ff (for planetary tables), 
Xn pp. 158 ff (special Tables for Hindu dates ); Sewell’s papers 
in E. I. vol. 14 pp. Iff, 24ff, vol. 15 pp. 159ff, vol. 16 pp. 100- 
221 ( on Arya-siddhanta and Tables ), vol. 17 pp. 17ff (on first 
Arya-siddhanta),pp.l73ff (on Brahmasiddhanta of Brahmagupta) 
and pp. 205 ff; Indian Historical Quarterly, vol. IV. pp. 483-511, 
vol. Xpp. 332-336 (for Jain calendar); Nautical Almanac for 
1935, explanations by J. K. Fotheringham pp. 754ff; ‘Ancient 
Indian chronology ’ by Prof. Sen-Gupta (1947, University of 
Calcutta); Karana-kalpalata (in Sanskrit) and Bharatlya- 
Jyotihsastra-nirlksana (in Marathi) of Dr. K. L. Daftari; Dr. 
M. N. Saha’s paper on ‘ Reform of the Indian calendar ’ in 
‘ Science and culture ’ (Calcutta), 1952 pp. 57-68, 109-123 and 
Report of the Calendar Reform Committee (published by the 
Government of India 1955, a very exhaustive and useful work.) 

Among all nations the fundamental periods of time are the 
same, viz. the day, the month and the year (consisting of 
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seasons). The years are the constituents of eras that are vital 
for chronology and history. Though the fundamental periods of 
time are the same, there are variations in the arrangement of 
days to form months and years, about the sub-divisions of the 
day, about the commencement of the day, about the divisions 
of the year among seasons and months, about the number of 
days in each month and in the year and about various kinds of 
months. The great time measurers are the Sun and the Moon. 
The day is due to the revolution of the earth round its axis. 
The month is mainly a lunar phenomenon and the year is due 
to the apparent motion of the Sun (but in reality it is due to 
the revolution of the earth round the sun ). The tropical year 
is the time of the passage of the Sun from one vernal equinox 
to the next. The latter is shorter than the sidereal year (i. e. the 
time between the two successive arrivals of the Sun at the same 
fixed star) by about 20 minutes as the vernal equinox point 
shifts to the west at the rate of about 50 seconds per year. ^ A 
modern calendar mentions the current year (by some era), the 
month and the day of the month and generally the week-day, 
beside^ several other matters of religious and social interest. 
The eras and accurate knowledge of the length of the year and 
the month came to man rather late. The synodic month is a 
little over 291 days, while the tropical year is a little less than 
365i days. These are incommensurable periods. For ordinary 
life and calendars whole days are required; besides, the starting 
of the year and the month must be properly defined and must 
correspond to seasons and some era must be used. These are 
the requirements of a calendar which has to be used for civil and 
religious purposes. The complexity of calendars is due mainly 
to the incommensurability of the above two astronomical 

987. Besides the two motions of the earth {viz. its daily revolution 
on its own axis and its yearly revolution round the sun) there is a third 
motion which is not so well-known. The earth is not a sphere, its equar 
torial diameter being longer than its polar diameter. The result is that 
there is a mass of matter bulging out at the equator which is in excess of 
what it would be if the earth were perfectly spherical, The earth s axis 
has a slight conical wobbling motion like that of a toy top and it describes 
a cycle in about 25800 years, the yearly shift being about 50'^2 seconds, due 
to the pull of the sun and the moon on the equatorial bulge. This causes 
the appearance of the fixed stars and even the pole-star changing their 
positions from century to century or from period to period. Vide Sir 
Norman Lockyer’s * Dawn of astronomy * pp. 124-128, Van Pen Bergh iii 
* Universe in Space and Time * p. 82, Hickey’s * Introducing the Universe 
P- 117 


« 
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periods. The Moslems solved it by ignoring the length of the 
tropical year and holding fast by the Moon as the measurer of 
time. They had a purely lunar year. The result was that the 
Moslems’ year was of 354 days and that in about 33 years all 
their festivals travelled through all the months of the year. On 
the other hand, the ancient Egyptians ignored the moon as the 
measurer of time and their year was of 365 days (12 months of 
30 days each plus five epagomenal, i. e. additional days ). Their 
priests stuck to this system for 3000 years, they had no leap 
years or intercalary months. Most ancient peoples including 
Indians followed a luni-solar calendar and tried to adjust the 
lunar months to the solar year by the system of intercalary 
months. It has been seen above (p. 489 note 710) that even 
the Hgveda speaks of an additional month (in I, 25. 8) but how 
it was arrived at and where in the scheme of months it was intro¬ 
duced we do not know. We know that the Vedahgajyotisa^ 
added two months in five years. The people of those ancient 
times had to solve the problem of adjusting the reckoning of the 
months by the moon and the years by the sum People wanted 
to know in advance when the Pull Moon or New Moon on which 
many ancient festivals were celebrated may be expected, when 
to expect monsoon or winter, when to prepare ground for sowing 
and when to sow. Sacrifices had to be in spring and other 
seasons, as also on New Moon and Pull Moon. The lunar year 
of 354 days was less by about 11 days than the solar year. 
Therefore, the seasons would shift back if the lunar year alone 
were observed. Hence intercalary months were introduced by 
several nations. The Greeks had the ‘ Octaeteris ’ (eight years 
cycle), that contained 99 months of which three were inter¬ 
calary, viz. in the 3rd, 5th and 8th years. Then was introduced 
the Metonic cycle of 19 years in which occurred seven inter¬ 
calary months (19 X 12 plus 7 = 235 ). Olmstead (in American 
Journal of Semitic Languages, vol. 55 for 1938) says at p. 116 
that the cycle of intercalation in Babylon was of eight years and 
that it was followed by the Greeks. Fotherigham (in Journal of 
Hellenistic studies, vol. 39 p. 179) says that intercalation in 
Babylon was irregular till 528 B. C. and in Greece it was un¬ 
systematic in the 5th and 4th centuries B. C. Vide also C. E, C. 
Eeport pp. 175-176. 

988. Vide Lokamaaya Tilak's * Vedic chronology * pp. 21-25, JonrnaJ 
of Ganganath Jha Research Institute, vol. IV, pp. 239-248 for the Vedauga- 
Jyoti^ Calendar and its salient features and PUlai's * Indian Ephemeris* 
Vol. I. part 1 pp, 443-456. 
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The use of eras in India for calendrical purposes is not much 
older than about two thousand years. Continuous era reckoning 
first began to be employed in the records of the Indo-Scythian 
kings that ruled over modern Afganistan and North Western 
India between about 100 B. C. and 100 A. D. This is not pecu¬ 
liar to India; most of the ancient civilizations such as those of 
Egypt, Babylon, Greece and Rome did not employ a continu¬ 
ously running era till late in their careers. In the Jyotirvida- 
bharana (which is a later fabrication, though it professes that it 
was finished in gatakali 3068 i. e. 33 years before the Christian 
era) mentions the names of six persons as the founders of eras 
in Kaliyuga, viz. Yudhisthira, Vikrama, Salivahana, Vijayabhi- 
nandana, Nagarjuna, Kalkin^^^ and states that their eras 
respectively last for 3044,135,18000,10000, 400000, 821 years. 
In ancient^ countries no continuous era was used, but only 
regnal years were employed. In India also Asoka eniploys only 
regnal years in his edicts (e. g the 4th pillar edict at Lauriya- 
nandana~garh and the 5th pillar edict at Rampurva, C.I.I. vol. I 
pp. 147,151, were engraved in the 26th year of his kingship). 
Kautilya^^ also, when setting forth the business of the collector 

^ II. Some read for &c 

Vide Z. D. M. G. vol. 22 p. 717 verse 110, Fleet in JRAS for 1911 p. 694 
for variant readings in this verse, Poona Orientalist vol. V pp. 205-209 on 
‘ Jyotirvidabharana and the Nine Jewels’ by K. Madhava Krishna Sarma 
for other readings and date, 

990 Vide Fotheringhara in Explanation to Nautical Almanac for 1935 at 
p. 755 about Egyptians not using a continuous era, but being content to 
number the years of each reign separately, 

991. ^ 

Wf: tWfT: gpiTt I Arthasastra II. 6 p. 60. This passage 

is variously interpreted by Fleet, Sham Sastri and others. The difficulty is 
due to the word * vyusta which literally means ‘ daybreak or light ’ and 
here means * the first day of the year which is deemed to be very auspicious,* 
Vide ‘ ^ ^ I v. l 96-97. To the author it 

appears that this passage means * the royal (or regnal) year, month, fort¬ 
night, day, the auspicious ( first day of the year), the third and seventh 
fortnights of the three seasons viz. rain, winter, summer have one day less 
(than thirty), the other fortnights are full {i. e. months have full 30 
days each), an intercalary is a separate (period of time)-these are the 
times (the. collector of revenue has to note). In ancient times, the year 
had six seasons, twelve months and 30 days in each month. The Arthasastra 
here says that there were six fortnights of 29 days each and so the (lunar 
year was of 354 days. In order to bring it in line with the solar year an 
intercalary month bad to be resorted to. 
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of revenue specifies the times with which the collector would be 
concerned as ‘ the royal year, the month, the fortnight, the day 
&c. * This practice continued even under the Kusanas and 
Satavahanas; vide Luder’s list inE.I. X, No. 22, 32 for Kaniska, 
No. 1024 (Kanheri cave Inscription of Gotamiputa-sami-Siriyana 
Satakapi), No. 1100 and 1122 ( Karle and Nasik cave inscrip¬ 
tions of Vasithiputa Siri-Pulumavi). The Kalinga king Khara- 
vela (generally assigned to the 2nd century B. C. ) uses only 
regnal years and no era ( vide E. I. vol. 20 p. 71 at pp. 79-80). 

A variety of eras have been used in India for hundreds of 
years; this has created a great deal of confusion in chronology 
and history. For the lists of eras now in use or met with in 
inscriptions and Sanskrit literature, vide Cunningham on Indian 
eras, ‘Indian Ephemeris’ by Swamikannu Pillai vol. I part 1 
pp. 53-55, V, B. Ketkar’s ‘Indian and foreign chronology’ pp, 
171-172; P. C. Sen-Gupta in * Ancient Indian eras ’ (pp. 222-238) 
and Dr. Saha’s paper in ‘ Science and Culture ’ for 1952 (Calcutta) 
at p. 116 that gives a table of eras with the starting year of the 
eras, their current years, year beginnings (solar and luni-solar), 
lunar month end, provenance &c. Vide also p. 258 of the C.E.O, 
Report (Table 27) for a similar long list of eras. In this work 
only a few eras of importance will be briefly dealt with. Alberuni 
(Sachau vol. 11. p. 5) names five eras, viz of Sri Harsha, 
Vikramaditya, Saka, Valabha and Gupta. He gives two 
different versions about the first and leaves the question 
undecided. 

Differing views were held even in ancient times, as to when 
the Kaliyuga^^ started and what event the Kaliyuga era 
commemorates. At present the Kaliyuga era is supposed to 
have started in 3102 B. C. and a past Kaliyuga year is to be 
arrived at by adding 3101 to the A. D. years. There are four 
principal views about the starting point, viz. (1) the starting 
point is when Yudhisthira ascended the throne; (2) it is 36 

992. Vide JRAS for 1911 pp. 479-96 and 675-698 ( Dr. Fleet), H. of 
Dh, vol. Ill pp. 896-902 for discussions about the Kaliyuga beginning. In 
‘ Ancient Indian chronology’ Prof. Sen-Gupta after a lengthy and somewhat 
vehement argument concludes that the date of the Bharata battle is 2449 
B. C. and that the year 3102 B. C. for it is wrong (p. 1—59). Vide C.R.C. 
Report pp. 252-254 for Kaliyuga era. It may be noted that Janamejaya, son 
of Pariksit, is mentioned as the performer of an AsVamedha sacrifice in 
Br. XIII. 5, 4. Whether he is the same as the Mahabharata hero is more 
than one can say. but it is not unlikely that he is the same, 
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years later when Yudhisthira crowned as king Pariksit, the 
grandson of Arjuna; (3) according to the Puranas Kaliyuga 
started when Krsna passed away (vide Visnupurana IV. 24.108 
to 113); (4) According to to Varahamihira, 2426 years prior 
to the starting of Saka-kala, Yudhisthira era started i. e. 653 
years after the start of Kaliyuga according to the 2nd view. 
The Aihole inscription appears to follow the 2nd view, since it 
equates ^ 556 saka year with 3735 Kaliyuga year (past). One 
of the earliest references to the Kaliyuga era is that by 
Aryabhata who states that he was twenty-three years old when 
3600 years of Kaliyuga had expired (i. e. he was born in 476 
A. D. ).^ There is an early Cola record dated 4044 of the 
Kaliyuga era (i. e. 943 A. D.). Vide JR AS for 1911 pp. 689- 
694 for several instances of the employment of Kaliyuga 
era in inscriptions. Medieval Indian astronomers believed that 
all planets (including the sun and the moon) were together at 
sunrise on Sunday of Caitra sukla pratipad at the beginning of 
Kaliyuga and also of Kalpa.^^^^ It is suggested by modern writers 
like Burgess and Dr. Saha that this epoch was arrived at by 
astronomical calculations carried back-ward at a late period and 
is a mere fiction (vide p. 253 of the C. R. C. Report). It is rather 
difficult to hold that this was all pure imagination on the part 


993. I HldMW 

XII 33: compare 99. 428-429, 273. 49-50, IV. 24. 

110, III. 74.241 for similar verses. 


993 a. 13^3 quoted in 

note 746. This is followed by in his I. 51 ‘ 

994. 

^ 

vol. VI at p. 7. Apparently here is deemed to have started imme¬ 

diately after the Bharata War. Later astronomical works hold that the saka 
era began when 3179 years of Kali era had expired; ^^TTcTT 

thrt^ctRU I 

1. 28. is equal to 3179 ( = 9, 3 TT^ = 7, 5 *^ ** !• 

HOT = 3 ). 


n verse 10 {ed. Kern ). 

995a. ^ 

l »T H4^H r verse 15 ( of ); 

I. 4. 

H. D. 82 
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of the ancient Siddhanta writers; it is more probable that they 
had a persistent tradition of long standing before them. 

In the Sahkalpa (declaratory formula) for every religious 
ceremony the performer has to mention the grand divisions and 
sub-divisions of time beginning with Svetavarahakalpa, such as 
Vaivasvata manvantara, Kaliyuga and its first quarter together 
with the geographical position of the place of performance in 
Bharatavarsa, and the Zodiacal signs occupied by the Sun, 
Jupiter and other planets, the era, name of year (Jovian), the 
month, the fortnight, the tithi, naksatra. Yoga and Karana. A 
verse of Devala states that if a man performing a religious rite 
does not mention the month, the fortnight, the tithi and the 
occasion (of the rite) he will not reap the merit of the rite.^. 
That is the importance of eras, years and its sub-divisions in 
the religious life of our people. Therefore a calendar (pancanga) 
is absolutely necessary for every religious Hindu. 

The origin and use of the Vikrama era are as much shrouded 
in doubts and mystery as is the case with the saka era.^^ Doubts 
have been expressed as to whether there was any king called 


995 b, Vide E. I. vol. VIII p. 261. In E. I. vol. 28 p. 63 there are 
plates of Arkesvara-deva dated in yugahda 4248 (i. e. in Kaliyuga era), 
corresponding to eth February 1148 A. D. Vide also a paper contributed 
to * Annals of Science vol. 8 No. 3 ( 1952 ) pp. 221-228 by Frof. Neuge^ 
bauer and Dr. O. Schmidt on * Hindu Astonomy at Newminster in 1428', in 
which reference is made to an anonymous treatise composed in England at 
Newminster containing astronomical calculations for the year 1428 and for 
the latitude of Newminster. That treatise quotes several Arabic authorities, 
among which is one ‘ Omer ' ( or Umar, who died about 815 A. D. ) and the 
treatise remarks that Alfonso began the year of the Flood on February 16, 
3102 years before the Incarnation, a date which is obviously identical with 
the beginning of the Kaliyuga era (employed by Indian astronomers). 

996. \ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ I p. 2 . 

997. On Vikramaditya the reader may consult the scholarly paper of 
Dr. H. C. Rayachaudhuri ' Vikramaditya in History and Legend ’ in the 
Vikramaditya Commemoration volume ( Ujjain, 1948 ) pp. 483-511. Vide 
also Journal of Benares H. University vol. VIII pp. 163-205 for Vikrama 
and bis era, Bhandarkar Commemoration volume pp. 187-194 (D. R. 
Bhandarkar). Vide Mr. S, K. Dikshit’s paper on * The problem of the 
Kusanas and the origin of the Vikrama Samvat * in A B.O R.I. published in 
book form in 1958. 




Vikrama era^ Krta era and Mdlavagani era 651 

Vikramaditya about 57 B. C. the supposed starting point being 
Nov. 58 B. C. in Gujarat where the year begins with Kartika sukla 
pratipad and April 58 B. C. in Northern India where the year begins 
with Caitra krsri't pratipad. The expired Vikrama year is equal to 
A. D. year plus 57. In certain rather early inscriptions, years 
are referred to as Krta. For example, in Nandsa Yupa Inscrip¬ 
tion the Krta year 282 is mentioned and in three Maukhari In¬ 
scriptions on yup'is (sacrificial posts) the year 295 Krta is 
found. The Bijayagad pillar Inscription is dated in Krta 428, 
the Mandasor Inscription in Krta 461 and the Gangadhar Inscrip¬ 
tion in Krta 480. Scholars are generally agreed that the Krta 
era is a precursor of the Vikrama era. But the name Krta 
applied to the years has not been satisfactorily explained. 

998. K. P. Jayaswal { I. A. vol. 47 p. 112 and I. A 46 pp. 145-153 ) 
holds that Vikrama was historical, ended the rule of Nahapana-Sakendra in 
58 B. C . and belonged to the Satavahana family. 

999. Vide E. I. vol. 23 pp. 42-52 for three Maukhari Inscriptions 
dated the 5th day of Phalguna sukla in Krta year 295 (i. e. 239 A, D.) by 
Dr. A. S. Altekar. For Nandsa Yupa Ins. of Krta 232, vide E. I. vol. 27 
pp. 252-267 (ed. by Dr. A. S, Altekar) 

1000, For the Gangadhar Inscription dated in 480 of the Krta year 
(i. e 423-424 A. D. ) and the Bijayagadh stone pillar Inscription of Krta 
year 428 (371-72 A. D. expired ), vide Gupta Inscriptions edited by Fleet 
pp. 73-78 and pp. 252-254 respectively. 

1001, Vide Bombay University Journal vol. 17 pp. 19-25 where Prof, 

K* B, Vyas puts forward the rather novel theory that the word Krta in the 
ancient Inscriptions refers to the Katha people and J. of Indian History vol. 
24 (for 1945) pp 105-109, where Prof. D. N. Mookerjee mentions nine 
Inscriptions in the Krta or Malava-gana era and contends that Krta is the 
era started by Kalkin who is supposed to have ushered in the Krta-yuga in 
the 5th century B. C. The author does not agree with both these views. Prof. 
Sen-Gupta in * Ancient Indian Chronology ’ pp. 238 ff. holds that the Krta eta 
started in 63 B. C. His grounds are that certain Mahabharata and Paura- 
nic passages set out in a prophetic vein the circumstances when Kita-yuga 
will start and he holds that those conditions were satisBed about 63 B, C. 
and therefore the era was called Krta In the first place the passages refer 
to a future date. No one thought in ancient India that the start of the Krta 
age was near. Besides, one of the passages on which he relies is Maha- 
bharata, Vanaparva 190. 90-91 (of the Bombay edition) and 188 87 (of 
the critical BORI edition) and is differently read in the Sarada Codex and 
several KaW Mss, viz. as rTOT 

tfmrrfS ^11 and not <r^ as he reads. Therefore this verse is hardly 
of use for chronological purposes. Besides Vayu 99. 413 also rea s e 
( only one Ms. reads'ekari^u'). Some Puranas like Visnu IV. 24. 102, 
(Continued on next page ) 
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Some inscriptions are also dated in the era of the Malava-gapa 
(Malava tribe), as e. g> the Mandasor^^- Inscription of 
Naravarraan. The Krta and Malava era are held to be identical 
and the inscriptions so far discoverved as dated in these two eras 
are found in eastern Rajasthan and Western Malva. It is further 
to be noted that, whereas we have inscriptions in 282 and 295 of 
the Krta year, no inscription of the Malava era has yet been 
found that is dated so early. It is possible that Krta is the 
earlier name and when the Malavas adopted the same era it came 
to be called * Malava-ganamnata ’ or ‘ Malava-gana-sthiti.’ But 
it may be remarked that if Krta and Malava both refer to what 
later became the Vikrama era, they were both being used con¬ 
currently for at least one nundred years, as we have the Krta era 


{ Continued from last page ) 

Brahmanda III /^4. 225 no doubt read The three Matsya-purana 

Verses he quotes are not from the same chapter. The first verse simply says 
that Visnu created Yavas on 3rd tithi of Vaisakha bright half and that he 
Started Krtayuga on that tithi. It is impossible to draw any definite date 
from this verse by itself. The other two verses are Matsya 65. 2-3. They 
describe a vrata and fast on 3rd tithi of the bright half of Vaisakha, which 
yield Inexhaustible fruits to the performer, equal to all good deeds. If on 
that tithi when joined to Krttika one does special worship, whatever is donat¬ 
ed or offered in the fire and whatever mantras are recited become Inexhaustible. 
These two verses contain not a word about Krtayuga and the first says 
nothing about Krttika. It is, to say the least, a strange method to put to¬ 
gether verses apart from their context and aver that a particular date has 
been established. 

1002. Vide I. A. vol. 42 (1913 ) p. 161-163 for Mandasor Inscription 
of Naravarman which is dated the 5th of the bright half of Asvoja of the 
Malava year 461 (404 A, D.) as traditionally handed down by the Malava 
tribe ( Malavaganamnata ). The important verse is ; IfH- 

J II in the Mandasor Pillar Inscription 

of Ya^dharman occur the words * ' (year 

589 of Malava era); vide Gupta Ins. No. 35 at p. 154). On 
vide Prof. Shembavnekar in J. I, H. vol. X pp, 143-155, where (on p, 145) he 
holds that * ganasthiti ' is equal to * gananapaddhati *. His arguments 
though plausible are not correct. There should be contemporary authority 
(of the 5th or 6th century A. D.) for ' gana ’ meaning * ganana *. In the 
Bijaygadh stone Ins. ( Gupta Ins. No, 58 p. 251) we come across the words 

* &c. \ Therefore * Malava-ganasthiti * 

should really mean • the usage of the Malavagana * and should 

mean * as traditionally handed down among the Malavagana Besides a 

• Malavagana-visaya ’ mentioned in the Nandsa Yupa inscription edited in 
E. I., vol. 27, p. 252 at p. 259 makes it almost certain that * Malavagana ' 
means * Malava tribe ' and nothing else. 
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480 and also the Malava era year 461. The author does not think 
it possible that the word Krta was applied to the era because it was 
believed at its foundation that the Krta-yuga had started. It is 
possible that Krta has the same meaning as siddha (just as 
krtanta means siddhanta) and it indicates that it was establi¬ 
shed by agreement among certain people. The Vikrama era is 
specifically mentioned by name only from about 8th or 9th 
century A. Besides, the Vikrama era has hardly ever 

been employed in Sanskrit astronomical works and it is generally 
desiganted samiat to distinguish it from the saka era. The 
Yedarave Inscription of Calukya Vikramaditya VI shows that 
that king superseded the saka era and started a Calukya Vikrama 
era the first year of which was 1076-77 A. D. Vide Bombay 
Gazetteer vol. 1 part 3 p. 447 and 477 (and I. A. VII pp. 61-56 
for reference to 400 sakakala 1478 A. D.). 

Almost all astronomical works in Sanskrit from about 500 
A. D. employ the Saka era. Why the Saka era is so called, 
whether it was to commemorate the coming of the famous 
Kusana king Kaniska to the throne or when and where it came 
to be first used are among the most difficult and unsolved 
problems of Indian History and Chronology. In one of the 
earliest inscriptions expressly dated in the Saka era, viz. that of 
Calukya king Mangalesvara in 500 saka (expired, i.e, 578 AD.) 
it is cited as the era of the crowning of the Saka^®® king. 
Varahamihira speaks of it as Sakakala (in the Panca- 
siddhantika^^^ and Brhat-samhita 13.3) and as Sakendrakala 


1002 a. Vide I A. vol. 12 p. 155 the DhinikI Grant of King Jaifcadeva 
of Saurastra of the Vikrama year 794 ( 737 A D.) * 

3^; aunWTWVf 

&c. 

1003. * 

&c. ’ in I. A. vol. Ill p. 305 and VI. 363; Kielhorn*s list No. 3 in E. 


Appendix. 

1004. 

11 which means ‘ deducting saka year 427 (from 

the ^ka year for which ahargana is required ) at the beginning of the bright 
half of caitra when the sun has half set in Yavanapura at the beginning of 
Monday.* Since Varaha employs in his several works the words 

and 2 is synonyms it cannot be gainsaid that to him at 

least Sakakala has something to do with saka kings. One regrets that 


(Continued on next page) 
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or Sakabhupakala (in Brhat-samhita VIII. 20-21). Utpala 
( about 966 A. D.) while commenting on Brhat-samhita (VIII. 
20 ) remarks that the Saka era started from the time when the 
Saka king was killed by Vikramaditya. Its years begin with 
Caitra for luni-solar reckoning and Mesa for solar reckoning. 
Its years are generally expired ones and it begins with vernal 
equinox of 78 A. D. The earliest inscription so far discovered 
in which the saka era is expressly mentioned is that of Calukya 
Vallabhesvara dated in 465 saka (i. e. 543 A. D. The ins¬ 
criptions of the Ksatrapa kings that bear the number of the year 
but no era are generally ascribed to the saka era, e. g. those of 
Rudradaman in 52 and 72; of Rudrasimha in 103, of Rudrasena 
in 122 ( Liider’s list Nos. 965, 963, 962 ). Emperor Kaniska (of 
the Kusana race ) is also connected by some with the foundation 
of the saka era. One of the earliest date for the saka era in 
literature is mentioned as saka 380 in the Jain work Loka- 
vibhaga of Sirhhasuri. As the Pahcasiddhantika (XII. 2) 
takes the 2nd year of the saka era as the epoch of the Pitamaha- 
siddhanta, it is not too much to assume that the original 
siddhanta of which a summary is given by Varahamihira was 
composed according to him in the first quarter of the first 


( Continued from last page ) 

since independence some Indian scholars are bent upon not admitting 
patent facts of history and put forward novel theories. The verse * 

7 in note 746 does not stand by itself and has to to be taken along with 
the other verses in the same work (as in Br. S. VlII. ^0-21 ) and 

(vide note 1008); the verse ^ &c. ’ says that saka years 

when added to by 2526 (or 2566) represent the time of Yudhisthira. Tb6 sug¬ 
gestion made by some that ^kakala simply means method of reckoning cannot 
be accepted in view of the words Sakendrakala or Sakabhupakala, One may 
raise a dispute as to whether the ^ka era vfSiS founded by a saka king or 
whether it was founded by an Indian king who defeated the Sakas. But the 

central fact remains that ^ka-kala has something to do with the Sakas and 
/ 

a Saka king. 

1005. Vide E. I. vol, 27 pp. 4-8. Vide E. I. vol. 16 p. 19 at p. 23 for 

Andhan Inscription of Rudradaman in the year 52 ‘ ^ ^ ^ 

1006. Vide Prof. A. L. Basham's interesting paper on * Saka~Ku»aa ' 

in Bulletin of the London School of Oriental and African Studies, vol. 15 

/ 

pp. 80-97, where he brings together|much that has been written about Sakas, 
Ku^nas, Vikramaditya &c. 

1007. Vide Mysore Arch. Report for 1922 p. 23 quoted on p. 5 of E. I. 

27 g 5m5i rerewor: 13»aicviJ ^raisrsri {v. i. 
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century of the saka era. In later medieval and modern times 
" (as also in the Jyotirvidabharana) the saka era goes by the 
name of Salivahana. But the form Salivahana as that of the 
era occurs only in the inscriptions of the 13th or 14th century 
A» D. e. g. the two earliest inscriptions so far discovered men¬ 
tioning the word Salivahana are those recorded in the plate of 
Devagiri Yadava king Krsna dated in Salivahana era 1172 (1251 
A. B. and the plate of Bukka I dated in saka 1276, current 
(1354 A. D.). Vide No. 455 in Kielhorn’s list in E. I. VII. It is 
possible that the name Satavahana (mentioned in Harsa-carita 
as the composer of the Gathasaptasati) was changed into 
Salavahana, then into Salivahana and this conjecture is support¬ 
ed by the fact that in the Gathasaptasati (Y. 67 ) king Salahana 
( a Prakrit form of Satavahana) is mentioned; ‘ only two know 
how to raise high distressed families (by slesa, the family of 
Aparna ), viz. Siva beloved of the heart of Gauri or the king 
Salahana ( Satavahana)/ Vide C. R. C. Report pp. 244-256 for 
the saka era and Ludwig Bachhofer s paper on ‘ Greeks and 
Sakas in India ’ in J, A. O, S. vol. 61 (1941) pp. 223-250, where 
he attacks some of the downright and very emphatic assertions 
of Dr. W. W. Tarn in ‘ the Greeks in Bactria and India. ’ 

Another era, which is current even now in Kashmir, is the 
Saptarsi era, also called Laukika era. According to the Raja- 
tarahginl the Laukika year 24 was equal to saka 1070 
(expired In the use of that era the centuries are generally 

omitted. It is a luni-solar era supposed to have begun in AprU 
3076 B. 0. on the first day of Caitra-sukla. Vide Cunningham’s 
* Indian eras ’ pp. 6—17 and Stein’s Introduction to translation of 
the Rajatarahgini pp. 58 ff. The Brhatsamhita notes a 
tradition that the Saptarsis (Ursa Major) occupy each naksatra 
for a hundred years and that they occupied the constellation of 
Magha when king Yudhisthira reigned. Probably this is the 

1008. 5^ 

1009. Vide Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, vol. 17 pp. 92-93 
( Dr, Gai’s paper). 

1009 a, ^95# 'ift' 

II I. 52. 

1010. II ^ 

13. 3-4 q. above in note 746. 
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origin of the Kashmir era in cycles of one hundred years. For 
Inscriptions dated in the Laukika era, vide Bhandarkar’s list 
No. 1431-1443 in E. L vol. 20 Appendix and No. 1444-45 for 
Saptarsi era. 

Several other eras such as the Vardhamana and Buddha- 
nirvana eras, Gupta, Cedi, Harsa, Laksamana-sena (in Bengal), 
Kollam or Parasurama era (prevelent in Malabar), most of 
which were once in great vogue ( at least in civil life ) but are 
now practically unused, are passed over here, as of only academic 
interest in these days. For Vardhamana nirvana era, vide I. A, 
vol. 25 p. 346 where the year 2493 after the nirvtoa of Vardha¬ 
mana is said to be equal to Vikrama year 1888 and saka year 
1752 (1830 A. D.) and Buddha-nirvana era in JRAS for 1875 at 
p. 358 (a Ceylonese Inscription of Sahasa-malla's time about 
1191 A. D.), where mention is made that the king was crowned 
1743 years, three months and 27 days after the nirvana of 
Buddha. Great controversies have raged over the Gupta era 
(which Fleet holds began in 319 A. D.), There are some who 
hold that it is really the Vikrama era ( J. I. H. vol. 17 p. 293 ff 
and J. I. H. special number of March and April 1941 pp. 71-84). 
For Harsa era, vide E. I. 19 p. 52 and Nos. 1385-1421 in 
Bhandarkar’s list in vol. 20 Appendix of E. I. From Alberuni 
(Sachau vol. II. p. 5) it appears that Harsa era started in 606 A.D. 
There has been some connflict of views on this; vide JHQ vol. 27 
pp. 321 ff, voL 28 p. 280 ff (by R C. Majumdar) and vol. 29 pp. 72-79 
( Dr. D. C. Sirkar). The Kollam era is said to have started in 
1176 B. C. 

It has already been shown how in Vedic works the year was 
denoted by several synonyms such as sariivatsara, sama, varsa. 
In the Narada-sarhhita it is said that there are nine kinds of 


1011. arrsf ^ ^ ^ nT^TTpr I 

HI. 1-2. ( Chowkhamba S. Series). (to be explained later) is 

a day of Brahma (Suryasiddbanta I. 20); one human year was supposed to 
be a day of the gods { I STf. HI. 9. 22. 1); one 

human month was held to be the ahoratra of pitrs (ng. I. 66 )• is 

(mixed) because men employ four reckonings {tnatta), for different purpo¬ 
ses as stated in the I 30-31 ( ^ 

). But the |$T. further on {I. 32) 
says that computations about planets are to be made by human reckoning 
(HTv?n 
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reckonings of time, viz. Brahma (of Brahma ), Daiva ( of the 
gods ), Mannsa ( human), pitrya ( of the Pitrs), Saura, Savana, 
Oandra, Naksatra and Barhaspatya, but that in ordinary wordly 
matters only five of these are employed. The Vedahga-jyotisa 
appears to refer to four when it says that in a ijuga (of five years) 
there are 61 savana months, 62 lunar months, 67 naksatra months. 
Hemadri ( on Kala, p. 9 ) dwells on only three of these year 
reckonings, viz. candra, saura, and savana, while Madhava (in 
Kalanirnaya-karikas 11-12 ) speaks of two more, viz. Naksatra 
and Barhaspatya. The Visnudharmottara speaks of four ( not 
mentioning Barhaspatya). The three mentioned by Hemadri 
are those most employed in religious and civil matters, and 
dharmasastra works are specially concerned with them, while the 
other two are rarely referred to in the latter. A candra month 
is a time period from the end of one amavasya (New Moon) to 
the next amavasya and twelve such months make the candra year 
of 354 days. It is also called a lunation. The length of a candra 
month varies from 29.246 to 29.817 days owing to the eccentri¬ 
city of the moon’s orbit and other causes and its average period is 
29.53059 days. A saura month is the time taken by the sun 
to move through one sign of the zodiac; twelve such months con¬ 
stitute the solar year,^®^^ and the first day of a solar year is the 


1012. 1 1 vrasirnr: 

^ ^ m . I* 12-13; 4^7^ 

I. 20, 50. 187-88, I. 72. 14-20 (q. by f. 

on ^p,10) and on VIII. 10 mention the four reckonings 

and and their employment for certain purposes. 

1013. The (which is in two recensions, attached to Rgveda 

and Yajurveda respectively) summarizes the several items of the saura year 

as follows :—^ 

verse 31 (Sham Shastri, ed.). The Vedihga-jyoU^ 
holds that 366 days constitute a year. The modern Surya-siddhanta 
says that there are 365*258756 days in a year. The other siddhantas slightly 
vary from this. According to modern astronomy the year consists 
of 365*242196 days. Vide ' Indian Culture ’ vol. VIII. pp. 114-116 
for a note on this ( by N. C. Lahiri) and Preface p, VIII. and p, 240 
of the (C. R. C. Report ). For the length of Jupiter’s revolution 
round the sun. vide ’ Frontiers of Astronomy ’ p. 47 by D. S. Evans. 
The meaning of the above verses is : a solar year contains 366 days, it has 
six rtus ( seasons ) and two ayanas, twelve months; these multiplied five 
times make a yuga.* It does not profess to be a treatise on astronomy as then 
known, but its aim was a thoroughly practical one viz, to enable the Vedic 
(Continued on next pa^e) 
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first day of the Saura month, Mesa. If the entry of the sun in¬ 
to the sign is in the day time then that day is the first day of the 
month. If the entry is in the night, the next day is the first 
day of the month. The time of entry of the sun into a rasi differs 
from almanac to almanac and the result is that the entry may be 
before sunset in one almanac and after sunset in another. 
Therefore, there may be the difference of one day as to the first 
day of the month. Owing to the adoption of different ayanarh- 
Sas and the difference in the length of the year, the Drk, Vakya 
and Siddhanta almanacs may differ about the first day of the year, 
about Pohgal and other festivals. A Savana year is of 12 
months of 30 days each, the day being counted from one sunrise 
to the next. A naksatra month is the time taken by the moon 
to pass through the 27 naksatras; the Barhaspatya year is the 
time taken by Jupiter to pass through one sign of the zodiac 
(i. e. about 361 days). According to modern astronomy, Jupiter 
takes 11.86 years (for its revolution round the sun). All these 
four or five divisions are not mentioned in early works and even 
in later days all these four divisions do not appear to have 
been fully utilised, though mentioned in astronomical and 
dharmaSastra works. Kautilya provides that the month foi 
workmen is of thirty days and nights, the Saura month is one 
half day larger i. e. (30^ days in a month), the lunar month a 
half day less (i. e. 29^ days), the naksatra month is of 27 days, 
the intercalary month is of 32 days (or occurs in the 32nd 
month?), the month is of 35 days (for the wages) of those who 
tend horses and of 40 days for those who are keepers of elephants. 
The month for workmen was of 30 days, but it need not have 
coincided with Full Moon or New Moon, while lunar months 
end with amavasya or purnima. The Brahmasphutasiddhanta 
quoted by Utpala on Brhat-sarhhita 11. 4 p. 40 provides that from 
the saura reckoning one derives the extent of Yuga, the year, 
Visuvat, Ayana, seasons, the increase and decrease in the length 
of the day and night; from the candra the details about tithis. 


( Continued from last page ) 

priest having some knowledge of elementary arithmetic but not knowing 
astronomy to determine a required tithi (age of the moon ) and the place 
(nak^tra) of the moon and the sun on a particular day in the yuga of 
five years, 

1014. wfjTO: I ? ) I I 

ff» 20 p. lOS. The on 2 on qj, IV. 2. 21 mentions a 

( month of hired service), which seems to be the same as ttsrjwW. 
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What mam governs what purposes 

Jcaranasj intercalary month or ksa2ja month, all acts to be per¬ 
formed at night; from savana reckoning sacrifices, the savanas 
(the three soma libations) the motions of planets, fasts, 
impurities on birth and death, medical treatment, expiations 
and other religious rites. Vide Visnudharmottara I. 72. 26-27 
for similar verses. 

At present the year begins either in caitra or kartika in 
different parts of India. But in ancient times it began in 
different months in different countries and for different purposes. 
Many Vedic^*^^^ passages show that the reckoning was purni- 
manta, that the year began after the Full moon of Phalguna and 
that Vasanta was the first season of the year. It is due to this 
that Madhava says in his Kala-nirnaya p. 63 (Calcutta ed.) 
that Sruti (Veda) is insistent on the purnimanta month 
(paurnamasyantatve sruteh katakso bhuyan). The Sm. C. 
(on sraddha p. 377 ) notes that the amanta reckoning is followed 
in Deccan the ( Daksina-patha) and purnimanta in North India 
(Uttara-patha). Vide Mundakhede plate of Sendraka Jayasakti 
on loth of Phalguna dark half of year 602 (must be sake) for indi¬ 
cating that in north Maharastra there was amanta reckoning then 
(E. I. vol. 29 part V pp. 116-117). The Vedahgajyotisa g^yg 
that the first year of the cycle of five years began in Magha- 
sukla i. e. at the winter solstice. Alberuni (Sachau IL pp. 8-9 ) 
mentions that the year began in Caitra, Bhadrapada, Kartika, 
Margasirsa in different parts of India. Kautilya^®^^ provided 
that the year for work in the Government oflSce of Accounts was 
a candra one and ended on the Full Moon of Asadha. From 
Vanaparva^®^® it appears that the year began in Caitra. It is 

I srr. 1. 1 . 2. 13; 5 ^ qr 

WT- V, 1; I 

I 19. 3; ^ * 

V. 9. 7-12. Vide H. VII. 4. 8 for 
similar words. For vide p. 492 and notes 716—717 above, 

1016. JTtq g ip—!• 5 q. above. 

1017. ^ qi 

H- 6 p. 63. 

1018. ^ 3 eht g^q 4T3 > Hfhrqr ^ » 

130. i4-i6. 
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possible to suggest that the year began with Margasirsa because 
Anusasana ( 106. 17-30 ) deals with the results of practising 
ekaljhahla irata from Margasirsa to Kartika. The Krtya- 
ratnakara ( p. 452 ) quoting Brahmapurana says that the year 
began with the pruti.a^ of Margasirsa in Krtayuga. From 
Gita X. 35 (masanam margasirsoham) it does not, I huraby 
think, follow that Margasirsa was the first month of the year, since 
most of the vibhutis with which Lord Krsna identifies himself 
are the best in that particular category and as even among Panda- 
vas Arjuna is mentioned, not as first but as the best. Only a few 
such as akshara or Dvandva are the first of their respective 
categories. The Varsakriya-kaumudi and Nirnayasindhu p. 79 say 
that the Brahmapuran a^^^^ generally accepts the purnimanta recko¬ 
ning and that it (N. S.) would deal with tithi-nirnaya by generally 
following Brahmapurana. The Bhavisyapurana when speaking 
of Holika festival on Phalguna Full Moon states that it was the 
end of Phalguna (Uttara-parva 132.1), Matsya 159. 3-6 say that 
Skanda and Visakha are said to have been born on the 15th of 
dark half of caitra in a clump of reeds and it is added that the 
two were made into one by Indra on the 5th of the bright half of 
caitra and on 6th crowned as commander. It follows that 
Matsya thinks the month to have been purnimanta. 

Something must be said about the 60 year cycle called 

Barhaspatya (Jovian). The Visnu-dharmottara^^^o says that the 

first year called Prabhava of the sixty year cycle began on 
Maghasukla when the sun and the moon occupied the naksatra 
Dhanistha and were in conjunction with Jupiter. In Brhat- 
sarhhita 8. 27-52 the phalas of the 60 years from Prabhava to 
Ksaya are described, as also in Agnipurana chap. 139, while 
the Visnudharraottara I. 82. 9 fif and Bhavisya quoted in 
Jyotistattva pp. 692-697 enumerate all the 60 by name with 
their phalas. Each year of the Barhaspatya cycle has the word 
‘ Sarhvatsara ’ added to it. As ijiiga means five years, the sixty 
sarhvatsaras of Jupiter are twelve times five and are so described 
in Br. S. 8. 23-26 and in Visnudharmottara I. 92. 9 and later 
writers suppose that the sarhvatsaras are affiliated to the lunar 


1019* t 

p. 499- 

1020. I ^VTcTT 

I RttTSUHftR I. 82. S; 3^r?i * 

jjvr: « IfRTllHT 8. 27. 
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year alone jn Deccan now ( and in older times also ) it 
appears that at the beginning of each year the Jovian name is 
changed. But in northern India Vijaya is the first year instead 
of Prabhava, The length of Jupiter’s year is 361. 9267 days 
and is shorter than the sidereal year by 4.23 days. The result 
is that in 85 sidereal years there are 83 Jovian (or sarhvatsara ) 
years and therefore there is the suppression (ksaya) of one year 
after 85 years (which is done only in Northern India). 


The Jovian cycle must be an ancient one: some Puranas 
and Varahamihira speak of it as an established institution. 
Vide Cunningham’s ‘eras’ pp. 11-25 (60 year cycle) and pp. 26-30 
(12 year cycle ), Warren’s ‘ Kalasahkalita* (pp. 199-216 ), V. B. 
Ketkar’s work on * Indian and foreign chronology ’ pp. 73'-82, 
I. A. vol. 18 pp. 193-209 ( Kielhorn) and pp. 221-224 ( Fleet) 
and Gupta Inscriptions, Introduction pp. 169-176 ( a note on 12 
year cycle and 60 year cycle of Jupiter by Sh. B. Dikshit) for 
origin and information about the Barhaspatya cycle and tables. 
In Malabar and Travancore the Jovian cycle is of twelve years, 
but it is passed over here for reasons of space. 

The names of the 60 Barhaspatya years are (with some 
differences such as that Br. S. 8. 35 puts Nata after Subhanu 
and then brings in Tarana and omits Parthiva): 


1. Prabhava 

2. Vibhava 

3. Sukla 

4. Pramoda 

5. Prajapati 

6. Ahgiras 

7. Srlmukha 

8. Bhava 

9. Yuvan 

10. Dhatr 

11. Isvara 

12. Bahu- 

dhanya 

13. Pramathin 

14. Vikrama 

15. Vrsan 


{16. Citrabhanu 


131. 


17. Subhanu 

18. Tarana 

19. Parthiva 


32. 

33. 

34. 


20. Vyaya 

21. Sarvajit 

22. Sarvadharin 


35. 

36. 

37. 


23. Virodhin 

24. Vikrti 

25. Khara 

26. Nandana 

27. Vijaya 


38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 


28. Jaya 

29. Manmatha 

30. Durmukha 


43. 

44. 

45. 


Hemalam- 46. Paridhavin 
bin 

Vilambin 47. Pramadin 


Vikarin 


48. Ananda 


Sarvarin ! 

(or Sar) 
Plava 
Subhakrt 

Sobhakrt 
(Sobhana) 
Krodhin 
Visvavasu 
Parabhava 
Plavahga 
Kllaka 

Saumya 

Sadharana 

Virodhalqii 


49. Raksasa 


50. Anala 

51. Pihgala 

52. Falayukta 


53. Siddhartha 

54. Raudra 

55. Durmati 
*56. Dundubhi 
*57. Rudhirodga- 
! rin 

158. Raktaksa 

59. Krodhana 

60. Ksaya 


H 5 

(); is of Jim verse 13. 
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The names of the Barhaspatya years occur rather early in 
Inscriptions. Among the earliest references are two, one to 
Siddhartha-samvatsara in the 5th year of the reign of the 
Calukya king Mahgalesa (I. A. 19 p. 1 ff at p. 18 ) and the other 
is to Saumya-saihvatsara in the Alas plate of Rastrakuta king 
Govinda in Sake 692 ( E. I. voL VI p. 209 ). How the samvatsara 
names were supposed to indicate different consequences for the 
years concerned can be illustrated by citing two verses from the 
Brhatsamhita ( 8. 28-29 ) ‘ when the samvatsara Prabhava starts 
there are drought, strong winds and destruction by fire and also 
other calamities'(like excessive rain, locusts &c.); there are 
diseases due to phlegm, but still people are not distressed.’ The 
consequences in the next four sarhvatsaras are auspicious, viz. 
the king rules over a kingdom which is full of paddy, sugarcane 
and barley and other crops, which is free from dangers, in which 
there are no hatreds, in which the people are joyous and free 
from the evil results of kaliyuga (such as adharma^ poverty, 
accidental deaths &c.). 

The subject of months is one of the most complicated. 
Indians followed the luni-solar calendar from very ancient 
times like the Babylonians, Chaldeans, Jews and the Chinese. 
All had therefore to resort to the device of intercalary months 
( adhika-masa or malamasa). But Indians had rarely a ksaya 
month also which is absent in the systems of the other peoples. 
This difference arose owing to the different ways of the calcula¬ 
tions of the motions .and positions of the sun and moon, in 
which I do not propose to enter for reasons already stated. But 
a few words to indicate how an additional month arises may be 
said here. The solar year exceeds the lunar year by a little 
oyer eleven tithis. This excess amounts to one lunar month in 
about 32 solar months. The Babylonians had a cycle of 19 solar 
years in which there were 7 intercalary months (i. e. in all 235 
lunar months.) The same cycle was called Metonic cycle after 
Meton, an Athenian, who introduced it in Greece. This cycle 
is the foundation of the Jewish and Christian calendars, especi¬ 
ally so far as Easter is concerned. From the Vedanga-Jyotisa 
it appears that in a cycle of five years there were two intercalary 

1022 . ^ 

verse 35 (ed. by Sudhakar Dwivedi, Prabhakari 
Press, Benates, 1906.); I 

^ II. 20 p. 109, quoted in p. 113 from 
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months, one being a 2nd Asadha at the end of 2 J years and the 
other a second Pausa at the end of the yuga of five years. 
Kautilya’s Arthasastra merely echoes this. The Pitamaha- 
siddhanta provided that an intercalary month was to be added 
after thirty months. In the Virataparva^^24 jg 
period of 13 years (12 years in exile and one year incognito ) 
was more than completed by the Pandavas if the candra recko¬ 
ning were followed, as two months were to be added in five 
years. The puranas and other works give varying periods after 
which an intercalary month occurs. A few examples may be 

cited. Visnudharmottara^®25 grates that the solar year has 

eleven days more than the lunar one and that after two years 
eight months, sixteen days and four gha^Is a month has to be 
added. This is not to be taken literally, otherwise it would have 
to be held that after four ghatikas on 2nd tithi of the dark half 
of a month an intercalary month has to be added. All that the 
passage of the Purana does is to indicate the number of days 
in the lunar reckoning after which an additional month is 
possible. Similarly, a passage of the Kathakagrhya^®^ says that 
in the lunar month in which there is no sahkranti or there are 
two sankrantis a month is added after thirty months have ex¬ 
pired from a previous intercalary month. This too indicates 
only a possibility and not a certainty. The Nirpaytorta^®^ 
declared that a month is added between thirty and thirty six 
months. This too is only approximate. A more definite rule is 
that the lunar month in which no sahkranti occurs is called 
adhika (intercalary ) and bears the same name as that of the 


1023. ^ \ 

3 w XII. 1. 

1024. ^ I ^ 31^51 

^TVT: I ^ um: « 52. 3-4, 


sftiK: nfin: M I. 72. 21-23 q. by tim? (TO? PP- 27-28); 

a similar verse is quoted from by on P- 27 and by 

(onm p. 371 ) ‘I 


1026. am I ^ m i 

m ^ g l%qcn^ I p. 521 

(on {p. 28 ) refers to it and (on «n^p. 370^ 

quotes it. p. 140 reads ^ ^ 

1027. ^ 
1p. 521 (#E|?9to). 
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next lunar month which is called sifdalm or nija or prakrta to 
distinguish it from the intercalary month or if in one solar 
month two amavasyas end then there is an adhikaraasa or 
malamasa. that lunar month in which two sahkrantis occur 
gets two names of which the first is retained and the second is 
suppressed (i. e. this second becomes a masa). This 

means that a ksaya masa occurs when there are two sankrantis 
in a month. That lunar month in which the sun enters Mesa 
sign is called Caitra, that in which he enters Vrsabha is called 
Vaisakha and so on.^^^^ 

One or two points more about adhika and ksaya months 
may be mentioned. The seven months from Phalguna to 
Asvina can become only aihika but never ksnj i. Kartika 
and Margaslrsa may become both Adhika and Ksaya, but 
rarely; Magha can become adhika but it has never been 
adhika or ksaya (vide Ketkar’s work p. 40). But the 
Suddhikaumudi says that Magha was a ksaya month in sake 
1397; and the Malamasatattva quotes a text to the effect 
that Magha may be an intercalary month, but Pausa never^ 
About Pausa, Mr. V. B. Ketkar (in ‘Indian and foreign 
chronology ’ p. 40) says that Pausa has almost no chance of 
becoming adhikoy but has greater chance of becoming ksaya 
than MargaMrsa’ (but see a little below). A ksaya month is 
generally preceded and followed, though not immediately, by 
an adhika month, so that there are two adhika months when 
a ksaya month occurs in some years. The Siddhanta-siromani 
states that one out of the three months only viz. Kartika, 
Margaslrsa and Pausa can be ksayamasa and that when a ksaya 

1028. ^ I <T^f H 

quoted by on p. 36; P-140, which explains as 

verse 6 ) q. by on p. 28, p. 272 (reads 3?r^r), 

f^. % P. 5. P- 142 (explains )- Vide 

verse 23 p. 28 ‘ ^f?5?WTl^r t| ^ W- 

1029. ^ I » 

srgrsH q. by p. 255, I4i (explains ‘ 

5T g is explained as ^ ^ 

1030. 

p 272. jrrrf ^ 

WJgRR H P- 774. 
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masa occurs there is au adhikamasa before and after it within 
three months (Grahaganita, Madhyamadhikara, verse 6, 
explanation). The curious reader may consult pp. 246-251 of 
the C. R C. Report for light on the intercalary months. The 
Siddhanta-siromani^®^^ mentions some saka years in which 
ksaya-masa occurred or would occur, viz. in saka year 974 
(expired) occurred a ksaya month and a ksaya month will occur 
in saka 1115, saka 1256, saka 1378 and a ksaya month generally 
occurs after 141 years and rarely in 19 years. In No. 1387 in 
the list of Inscriptions by D. R. Bhandarkar there is a reference 
to the 2nd tithi of the bright half of the first Pausa ( dated 
samvat 34, probably of Harsa era); for a reference to 2nd 
Asadha see Sohawal plate of Sarvanatha in year 191 (probably 
Gupta) in E. I. vol. 19 at p. 130: for 2nd Pausa Jesar plate of 
Siladitya in 357 Valabhi era in E. I. vol. 22 p. 120 may be seen. 

The rules about what religious acts should be done or not 
done in an intercalary month will be dealt with a little later. 
The Santiparva refers to the ksaya of saihvatsaras, months, 
paksas and divasas (tithis )^^^^. When there is a ksayamasa, the 
adhikamasa before it is like all ordinary masas i. e. there is no 
prohibition of doing religious acts in it, but the adhikamasa that 
follows a ksayamasa is the one that is declared unsuitable for 
religious rites. Adhikamasa and ksayamasa may be illustrated 
by one example for each. Suppose that there was Mesa 
sahkranti on Caitra amavasya, that from the first tithi following 
the amavasya to the next amavasya (which is Vaisakha) there 

1031. 

verse 7) q, by 10, P. 142. 

1032. ^ HRT: H 

n q. by p. 522. This verse is quoted by Bapudevashastri 

(editor of P. 49 note) as from The 4th 

pada lays down that if there are two sahkrantis in one lunar month an inter- 
calary month is required and that the intercalary is the latter of the 
two. There were two methods of naming adhimasa; one was to give to the 
adhimasa the name of the next following month; the second was to give to 
an adhimasa the name of the preceding month ; in these days it is the 
first method that is followed. The 1^ says 

p- ^2 says ‘ 

Vide App. to E. I. vol. XIX—XXIII for first Pauta, 

1033. ^ ^ HmpTT ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ n 301. 46-47. 

H.D. 84 
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is no sankranfci and then Vrsabha sahkranti occurs on the 1st 
tithi thereafter; the month that had no sahkranti would be 
adhika Vaisakha and the month on which Vrsabha sahkranti 
takes place would be the suddha (proper) Vaisakha. Now as to 
m^a; suppose that there is Kanya sahkranti on Bhadra- 
pada amavasya, then there is adhika Asvina followed by 
^ddha Asvina, on the first tithi of which there is Tula 
sahkranti, then on Kartika-sukla 1st there is Vrscika sahkranti, 
then on Margasirsa-sukla pratipad there is Dhanus sahkranti 
and in the same month on amavasya there is Makara sahkranti 
Then that month having two sahkrantis (Dhanus and Makara) 
would be called ksayamasa and so there would be one month 
Pausa (constituted by two months, Margasirsa and Pausa), 
Then on Magha amavasya there is Kumbha sahkranti, then 
Phalguna would be adhiica masa and there would be Mina- 
sahkranti on suddha Phalguna-sukla pratipad. Thus in the year 
in which there is a ksayamasa, there are still 13 months and the 
days of the year amount to some days less then 390. 

The four kinds of months, Candra, Saura, Savana and 
Naksatra have already been described (p. 657) when speaking 
of the Candra and other years. As observed by the Krtyaratna- 
kara (p. 80 ) the naksatra month is not required in Dharma- 
fiastra, but is known only in Jyotisa-^astra. Pancahgas are 
generally prepared for each year. They contain separate 
pages for the two paksas (fortnights) of each of the twelve 
months (or 13 months if there be an intercalary month). The 
five important parts of the Indian calendar are^®^^ tithi, week day, 
naksatra^ yoga QXidi karana. The Muhurtadar^ana^®^ says that 

1034. ^i^wi-cTr m 

1034a. The accompanying printed page is from the reformed calendar 
prepared according to the Karanahalpalata and used by some people in 
Maharastra. It may be compared with an extract of one fortnight from a 
panc^ga 223 years earlier than the one for sake 1878. It will be found 
that the fundamental contents are the same in both* 

1035. ^ ^ 

vrt^t p. 331. 

fvrm 5T^: n I. 44. 
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it may "have six parts if ths signs of the zodiac are given and 
seven if the positions of the planets are mentioned. Vara 
( weekday) is the period of time between one sunrise and the 
next and not much will have to be said about it except about the 
origin of week days. A great deal has already been said about 
tithis and naksatras. What remains to be said about these, 
if at all, and the treatment of Yoga and Karana will be dealt 
with later on. We must revert to the topic of naksatras. 

The names of the twelve solar months distributed two each 
among six seasons are very ancient, They occur in the 
Taittirlya-samhita IV. 3.11.1, Vaj. S. 13. 25. They are Madhu, 
Madhava, Sukra, Suci, Nabhas, Nabhasya, Isa, Urja, Sahas, 
Sahasya, Tapas and Tapasya^^^l In the Brahmanas we meet 
with months (lunar) named from naksatras It is therefore that 
some works speak of rtus ( seasons ) as of two kinds, viz. Saura 
and Candra. The former begin either with Minarasi or Mesa- 
rasi, while the latter are called Caitra and the rest.'^^ The name 
of the naksatra is often formed into a derivative and joined 
to the word Paurnamasi, Purnamasa or Amavasya and sometimes 
the names of the months such as Phalguna and Caitra occur 
in the Brahmanas (vide note 1015 above 

Panini derives the names of the months like Caitra from 
Paurnamasi and expressly names the Agrahayani (IV. 2. 22), 
PhalgunI, Sravana, Kartikl and Caitri (IV. 2. 23). ‘ Paurnamasi’ 
itself is derived from Purnamasa by the Vartika 2 on Panini 
IV. 2. 35. The Pull Moon tithi which has Pusya naksatra is 
called PausI by the sutras (Pan. IV. 2. 3 and TV. 2. 21). Thus 
there were three stages; first the 27 naksatras were distinguished 
and named in the very ancient Vedic samhitas, then the Pull 
Moon day was called Caitri Paurnamasi (and so on) because 
on that tithi the Moon was in Citra naksatra and so on; then 


1037. (chap, 50, verse 202 ) enumerates these twelve months. 
The grbyasutras employ the saura month names; vide p. 610 above about the 
months for marriage. They occur in inscriptions also as the month 
* Sahasya ’ and * Tapasya ’ in the Mandasor Inscription of 493 and 529 of 
the M^ava era (Gupta Inscriptions p. 79 ff). 

1038. mn 

n 15. 

1039. ^?Tc5:1 ^1. IV. 2. 3; > VI. IV. 2. 21; 

2 on nr. iv. 2. 35. The explains 
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the months were called Caitra, Vai^akha &c. because they had 
Caitrl or VaisakhI Paurnamasi in it. All this occurred long 
before Panini. Later the saura names Madhu, Madhava &c. 
came to be identified with lunar months Caitra, Vaisakha &c. 
and became synonyms. When this occurred it is diflScult to say. 
But it is much older than the Christian era. It must be long 
before Kalidasa, who in his Meghaduta first speaks of - Asadha 
and then refers to the next month Sravana as Nabhas. Often 
on the Pull Moon day the Moon might not actually be in or 
very near Citra or Sravana naksatra but that did not matter; 
the month would still be called Caitra or Sravana as the case 
may be.^^ 

It has already been shown that in ancient Brahmana times 
the months ended with the Pull Moon (i. e. were purnimanta ). 
When foreigners like Kaniska and Huviska ruled over Northern 
India they stuck to the Purnimanta Indian months in their 
records, though here and there they employ Macedonian month 
names. For example, the Greek month Gurppiya is used in 
Huviska’s reign ( 28th year) in the Mathura Brahml Inscription 
and the Greek month Artemisios also occurs. In the Zeda 
Inscription the month must be held to be purnimanta as the 
naksatra Uttaraphalguni is there said to have occurred on the 
20th day of Asadha. The Tekkali plates of Devendravarman 

record a grant on the occasion of a lunar eclipse on the 30th day 
of Magha.^®^^ Similarly, in the Lodhia plates of Sivagupta 

1040. m 

n q. by on 16. 1, who explains * ^ 

smwnvT nr i 

Mr. TarakesVara Bhattacharya in his paper on ‘History 
of ancient Indian Astronomy ’ in J. of Ganganatha Jha Research Institute, 
vol. XI-XII ( 1953-55 ) at p. 17 quotes as from the verse ' 

mobrnfr qbfr 3 ^ ur »i ^ 11 ^ it appears 

that does not accept this verse as the original verse of Amara, but 

only as a variant reading. Mr. Bhattacharya seems to be unaware of this. 
The HfWnr on 5 on qr. IV. 2, 3 says ‘ 

1041. Vide E. I. vol. 21 p, 56 at p. 60 for the first and C. I. I. vol. II 
p, 170 for the second written as * Arthamisiya ' on the Wardak vase of the 
year 51. 

1042. E. I. vol. 19 p. 1 at p. 15 « C. 1.1, vol. H. p. 145 * Sam 10 1 

Ashadasa Masasa 20, Uttaraphagune. ’ 

1043. I, H. Q.. vol. XI p. 300 at 302. 
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Balarjuna of Kosala (i. e. Chhattisgarh region ) published in E. 1. 
voL 27 p. 3i9 the date * Sambatsare sapta pahcasattame Kartika- 
pornamasyam ahkena samvat 57, Kartika-diha 30 ’ (p. 325 ) 
shows that the month was purnimanta. The Rajatarahginl^^^ 
says that king Hariraja came to the throne at the beginning of 
Asadha in the 4th year (of the Laukika era), who ruled only 
for twenty-two days and died on 8th of the bright half of Suci 
(i. e Asadha) and thereby shows that the month was purnimanta 
in Kashmir then as now. 


Though inscriptions before the Christian era rarely 
mentioned the names of months (such as Kartika 14th in the 
Eharosthl Inscription of the Greek king Menander, 2nd 
century B. C.), the usual mode is to mention the rtu (season), 
then the number of the month (and not name) in the season and 
then divasa, e. g. vide the seven inscriptions from^^^ Mathura 
and the Sarnath Inscription of Maharaja Kaniska. In some 
inscriptions only the rfu (season ), the number of the paksa and 
the day occur; vide Nagarjunikonda^^^^ Ins. (3rd century A. D.), 
the Omgudu grant of Vijayaskandavarman (E. I. 15 p. 252 
‘ Hemantapakse trtiye trayoda^yam ’), the Naga image Ins. of 
Kaniska’s time ( E. 1.17 p. 11) in sa. ( Samvat) 8, gri. 4, di 
(divasa) 5. Vide also Liider’s list No. 922 and No. 1202 (the latter 
of Madhariputa Purisadata, samvachhare 20, Vasapakham 8, 
divasam 10 ). Sometimes the month is mentioned but no paksa 
and the days are counted continuously from 1 to 30 e. g. Khoh 
plates of Maharaja Jayanatha (in year 177 and 22nd day of 
Caitra) and Khoh plate of Sarvanatha in year 193 month Caitra 
day lOth without the mention of the fortnight (vide Gupta 
Inscriptions pp. 121 and 125 ), E. I. vol. 20 p. 59 at p. 63 ( sain. 
159, apparently of the Gupta era, Magha di. 7 ), E. I. 19 p. 96 
(the Mathura pedestal Ins. of Kushana year 14 in Pausamasa 


1044. ^ 

^ ^f§rrrr \ ^ w ““ 

ufj VII verses 127 and 131. 

1045. Vide E. I, vol 24 pp. 1-8, for the Bajaur casket Inscription of 
Minadra, 


1046. E. I. vol. 19 p. 65 (seven Ins from Mathura ) at p. 66 ‘ H ^ 

1047. E. t. vol. 8 at p. 176. ‘ W ? I ? 1 % ’ ( Sarnath Ins. of 


Kaniska). 

1048. E. I vol. 20 p. 16 ^ S 5T <T ^ 1=; ibid. 

at p. 21 aicTn W 1°*^ ^ 'law. 
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divasa 10), Gupta Ins. of Gupta year 129 in Jyestha-masa di. 18 
(Gupta Inscriptions p. 45 at p. 46 ). The non-mention of the 
paksa and the continuous counting of days from 1 to 30 continued 
even in the 9th century, vide Kota Inscription of Samanta 
Devadatta (I. A. 14 p. 351) of sainvat 879 (923 A. D.) Magha 
su. 20. It may be noted that here the month is purnimanta. 
In modern times people use such abbreviations as sii di or va di 
or vadya. The first is abridged from sukla dina ( or divasa ) or 
siiddha cJina and the latter from b'diula-din^i or divasa ( va and ba 
being often interchangeable ). For ‘ bahula vide K I. vol. 16, 
p. 236 at p. 238 (inscription of Rudrasena in the year 127 held 
to be of the saka era), Rudradaman’s Junagadh inscription in 
the year 72 ( 150 A. D.) of Margasirsa, bahula-pratipad (Luder’s 
list No. 965 and E. I. vol. VIII. p. 36 at p. 40 ), Udayagiri cave 
inscription in Gupta era 106 (425-26 A. D.) ‘bahuladine’ 
(Gupta inscriptions p. 258 ). For sulda, vide Gupta Inscriptions 
pp. 95,102, 114 and for suddha, vide the Nasik cave inscription 
in the year 42 of the reign of Usavadata, son-in-law of Naha- 
pana, where we have ‘ Katikasudhe ’ (in E, I VIII at p. 82 ) and 
Pardi plates of Dahrasena in Kalacuri year 207 (i. e. 455-56 
A. D.) in C. 1.1. vol. IV pp. 22, 24 (Vaisakha-suddha-trayo- 
da^yam ); for su di^ vide E. 1,17 p. 110 ( of the Valabhi year 
106, 525-26 A. D.). For ‘ ba di ’ vide JBBRAS (New Series ) 
vol. I. p. 66 ‘ Bhadrapada ha 13 ’ in Valabhi year 210 and E. I. 
19 p. 126 plate of Dhruvasena (in Valabhi year 210 Bhadra¬ 
pada ba di 9 ). It may be noted that ‘ sudi ’ and ‘ vadi ’ are 
treated as indeclinables ( avyaya ) and included in the ‘ svara- 
digana * (‘svaradinipatamavyayam ’ Pan. 1.1. 37) by later gram¬ 
matical writers. The Ka^ika, however, does not include these 
two in the ‘ svaradi-gana’ which is an rikrtigana and therefore 
liable to be added to. ‘Vadya’ is inexplicable except as an 
attempt to have some word with some assonance of sound 
parallel to suddha and related to ‘ va di \ It is not clear why 
the word ‘ paksa ’ is not used in many inscriptions before and 
after the Christian era even though the word paksa occurs in 
such ancient works as the Brahmanas and Upanisads. The 
Chandogya-Upanisad (IV. 15. 5 and V. 10. 1), the Brhad- 
aranyaka-Upanisad VI. 2. 15-16 employ the words * apurya- 
mana-paksa ’ ( also ‘ purvapaksa ’ and * aparapaksa ’ in Br Up. 

1049. ^ I v. 9. 14; h 

I 4 i 

H WT. H, 2. 3. 1. 
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III, 1. 5 ) and ‘ apakslyamanapaksa ’ (and also ‘ aparapaksa * for 
‘bahula’ or ‘krsna’). Panini derives the word * paksati * 
(meaning the first tithi of a paksa) from the word ‘paksa’ (V, 
2. 25 ‘ paksat-tih ’). 

In South India months are known by the rasi names (such as 
Mina-masa, Mesa-masa). That practice prevailed in the Pandya 
country long ago. Vide E. I. vol. 35 p, 35 where a solar eclipse 
is said to have occurred in the month of Mithuna in the 12th 
year of a Pandya king ( about 959 A. D.) 

The intercalary month is called adhimasa, malamasa, malim- 
luca, sarhsarpa, amhaspati or amhasaspati, purusottamamasa. 
These words require some brief explanation. In the first place, it 
may be noted that from very ancient times the 13th month was 
condemned. For example, the Ait. Br. says that the gods 
purchased soma plant from the 13th month and that one who 
sells soma plant is sinful, that the 13th month does not exist as a 
favourable period.In Tai. S. the 13th month is called 
‘ sarhsarpa ’ and ‘ arhhaspati * (I. 4. 14. 1 and VI. 5. 3. 4). 
‘Aihhas’ means ‘sin’ in the Pgveda. Vide H. of Dh. vol, IV. 
p. 6. It is called adhimasa because it is an^^^^ additional 
(ad/iiA^a) month. It is named malamasa because this month is 
as it were the dirt or refuse of time.'^^^ The word malimluca is 
found in the Atharvaveda VIII, 6.2 but its meaning is doubtful. 
It is also found in the Kathakasamhita. In later literature 
‘ malimluca ’ means ‘ a thief In Pgveda X. 136.2 (‘ munayo 
vatarasanah pi^ahga vasate mala sages sons of Vatarasana, 
cover themselves with brown dirty clothes), the word mala 


Tnft 1 ^rr. m. 1 q. by p. 783 and explained 

1» and explains ‘ » 

18. 

1052. Hc5 

( V. I. ) II q. by (on p. 371 ). on p. 28 * 

PP. 274. 278, R p. 129. 

1053. 38.14 (I6i); 

p. 768 quotes ‘ g I 3imif 

XQ i jf ^ and adds * toi »c5Nf^ ^ 

WIK i ^rt. ^ VL explained in the 
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appears to mean ‘ soiled or dirty clothes *. The word ‘ malimluca* 
occurs in Vaj. S. 22. 30, Sankhayana-srautasutra VI. 12.15. 
The Malamasatattva derives the word as follows : ‘ being mali 
(soiled) it passes on *. The words ‘ sarhsarpa' and * aihhasaspati ’ 
occur in Vaj. S. 22. 30 and 31 respectively, and ‘aihhasa- 
spati’ in Vaj. S. 7. 31 after the mantras referring to the twelve 
saura months, Madhu, Madhava &c. TheTai. S. (I. 4. 14. 1 and 
VI. 5. 3. 4 ) has the formula ‘ samsarposyaharh-spataye tvaV^^s 
* Aihhaspati ’ literally means ‘ the lord of sins or evil’ (i. e. a 
condemned month ). Later medieval writers make a distinction^®^^ 
between‘sarhsarpa’and ‘ ainhaspati’. When there are in one 
year two adhimasas and a ksaya masa, the first of the two 
adhimasas is called ‘ sarhsarpa ’ and it is not condemned for all 
religious matters but only for marriages, such sacrifices as 
Agnistoma, festivals (that are not obligatory) and auspicious 
rites of children (such as ‘ namakarana ’). The name amhaspati 
is confined to ksayarnasa. The intercalary month is called 
Purusottama-masa (Visnu being called Purusottama) in some 
of the Puranas as in Padma VI. 64, probably with the purpose of 
reducing the opprobrium that attached to an intercalary month. 

In the Dharmasastra Literature considerable space is devoted 
to the intercalary month e. g. in the Agnipurana 175. 29**-30, the 
Rajamartanda (folios 68a'-^9, verses 1078-1115), Kalaviveka 
of Jimutavahana pp. 113 -168, Hemadri on Kala pp. 26-66, 
Kalanirnaya of Madhava, Madanaparijata pp. 544-550, 
Suddhikaumudi pp. 265-296, Malamasatattva (Jivananda ed.) 
pp. 736-856, Samayaprakasa pp. 140-155 (part of Viramitrodaya), 
Nirnayasindhu pp, 9-17, Smrtikaustubha (saihvatsaradidhiti) 
pp. 520-529, Dharmasindhu pp. 4-7, Purusarthacintamani pp. 
17-31. A brief treatment is all that can be attempted here. 


VII. 30; umn 


1054. 

»^rsT. h. xxii, 3i. 

1055. I Tim ^ 

jfionrai VI. 5. 3. 4. 

1056. ^ m i » 

q. by t. on P. 30. P- 143. 

^ 3m%iT: \ ^nwmr h h ^r- 19. The 

comments ‘ ? 

the remarks ‘ 3 T?t ^ 

^ ^1 p. 271; 

(V, I. 1 h 

q. by ( on ^jTc5 ) p. 34, P- 782, p. 144 ( reads ). 
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The Agnipurana provides: one should avoid in an inter¬ 

calary month the performance of the following acts, viz. of 
consecration of Vedicfires, the establishment of images, sacrifices, 
religious gifts, vratas, the recitation of the Veda after under¬ 
taking it, observance of certain myamas such as mahanamnl, the 
letting loose of a bull (after sapindana), tonsure of a child, 
upamyana, rites such as the samskaras of namakarana, in¬ 
auguration of a king. Long lists of what may or may not be 
done in an itdercalary month occur in many works such as in 
Hemadri on Kala pp. 36-66, Nirnayasindhu pp. 10-15, Dharma- 
sindhu pp. 5 7. It would be enough if some general provisions 
are stated. The gereraL^^ rule is that one should perform 
obligatory acts and acts prescribed on certain occasions even in 
an intercalary month. For example, one must perform even in 
an intercalary month daily sandhyi. worship, the five daily 
Mahayajiias (such as Brahmayajna, Vaisvadeva), the offering 
into fire (as an aqnihotnn) and must take a bath if there is an 
eclipse (in adhimasa), although this h riainiittiJca; so also one 
must perform -the funerary rites after a relative’s death even if 
the death takes place in an adhimasa (this also is mimitlika)- 
But an obligatory rite should not be performed in adhimasa if 
sastra allows its postponement, e. g. Soma sacrifice. The general 
rule is that no kamya rite (not obligatory, but to be performed 
for securing some object or result) is to be performed in adhimasa. 
There are exceptions to this also if a certain religious rite is 
begun before an adhimasa falls (such as a Prajapatya penance 
for twelve days or a candrayana penance for a mouth) it may 
be continued even in adhimasa- If there is drought and one 
desires to perform the Kar)rl isti for bringing down rain, this 
may be done even in adhimasa, since to wait might defeat the 

1057. 

29-30 (reads %?mcr)q. by 

p, 283 (without name). This is cited by f. (on ) P* 40 as occurring 
and and by R p. 129 and hOT- 

p. 149 from 

1058. t ^ rfrsferm ^TSTE^t 

^ H ^ I 3T?T?tr5Tm ii t* on pp. 

45“46. The first verse occurs in p. 349 and is q. by 1%. P* 140, 

P. 788, p. 144. For vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. 

p, 371 n. The explains that here means performed in 

the shadow of an elephant. 

H. P. 85 
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desired object. These provisions are neatly summarised in the 
Kalanirnaya-karikas quoted below. 

Certain matters were to be done only in malamasa such as 
the giftof 33 (cakes) every day to brahmanas or at 

least once in the intercalary month; certain acts were not to be 
done in adhimasa, but only in the suddha month, such as 
the sinking of wells, construction of tanks, solemn sacrifices, 
the mahadanas and vratas. Certain matters can be done in 
adhimasa as well as in suddha-masa^^^^ e. g. rites on a pregnancy 
( such as pumsavana ), taking interest on money lent, wages of 
workmen for fixed periods, monthly sraddha ; on amavasya), 
daily gifts, bath at a holy place, japa (muttering mantras), 
homa with barley grains or rice or sesame, rites on the birth of 
a child, funeral rites, niva-~srdddha% sraddha on 13th tithi with 
Magha-naksatra, the sixteen sraddhas, bath and sraddha and 
gifts and^opa on lunar or solar eclipse, obligatory and iiaimittika 
acts; these may be done in malamasa also. A great deal of 
discussion is held on sraddhas in malamasa by Hemadri on Kala 
(pp. 56-63), Malamasatattva (pp. 841-856 ), Nirnayasindhu 


1059. gnrmw i 

^fhrqinn^ 21-24. is defined by 

\ K About p 1^ 8 says ‘ 


1060. The (p. 524) quotes |lTn? ^ 

“*VTqi% ^ mfmi 

I ?PT I fRTnrt 


1060 a. qiTft f q d^NtlQMQa T ^ I ^ U « 

q. by on p. 41 and q^r. W. p. 130. have been enumerated and 

described in H. of Dh. vol. II pp. 869-877. 


^^^1061. TO ^ ^fT^qvRm 111%% I d!p r *UH 

^ I sTr^n^'3Tvri%^i qrnnf^ 

* q. by %. (on qnc5 P 52 ), p. 145; 31^" 

for vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. 

pp. 262-263 and 577, 519-520; for sixteen ^addhas, vide H. of Dh. vol. IV, 
pp. 518-519. 
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^pp. 11-15), Samayaprakasa pp. 151-155. This is passed over 
for reasons of space. For some remarks on the ^raddha of a 
person dying in an intercalary month, vide H. of Dh. voL IV. 
pp. 546-547. 

Just'as the l3th month was to be discarded for religious 
rites, in Western countries number 13 is supposed to be unlucky, 
particularly in the case of company at a table. 

One of the five ahgas in the Indian pancahgas is the week¬ 
day. A brief discussion on days and week-days has therefore 
to be held. The interval between two sunrises was considered 
as the most important unit of time. This is solar and is called 
the civil day. But tithl is a lunar division of time (as described 
above) and begins and ends at various spaces in the solar day. 
The word * day ’ has two meanings, viz. ( 1 ) from sunrise 
to sunset and (2 ) from sunrise to sunrise. In Bg. 
the word ‘ahah’ is applied to both the dark part of it 
(i. e. ‘ratri’ night) and to the bright part.^^ The word 
rdtri is not so frequently used in the Bgveda as the word * ahan ’ 
and the word * dina * is very frequently used in compounds like 
* sudinatva ‘ sudina * ‘ madhyandina ’; ‘ ahoratra ’ ( day and 
night) occurs only once in the Bg. X 190.2. The word 
‘ purvahna ’ (first part of the day or forenoon) occurs in the 
Bgveda X. 34. 11. Three parts of the day also occur in the 
Bgveda viz pratah, and madhyandina (mid-day). 

These are three out of the five parts of the day, the other two 
being aparahiia and astamaya, astagarnana or sayahna^ which 
five are mentioned in the Satapatha Br. II. 3.2.9. Both ‘ pratah ’ 
( morning ) and ‘ sayam ’ (evening) occur in Bg. V. 77. 2 and 
‘sayam’ alone in Bg. VIII. 2.20, X 146. 3 and 40. The day 
and night were also divided into eight parts by Kautilya (I 19 ) 
and by Daksa and Katyayana. The division of the day and 
night each into 15 muhurtas has been already dealt with at 
some length on pp. 537-541. 

Great divergence prevailed about the beginning of the day. 
The Jews placed the beginning of the civil day in the evening (vide 
Genesis I. 5 ‘ The evening and the morning were the first day * 
and also 1.13.) The Egyptians divided the day from sunrise to 

1062. Vide H. of Dh. vol, II. pp. 644-45, vol. III. p. 242 and vol. IV* 
pp. 376-377 for the different ways of dividing the day. 

1063. ^9^ ^ ^ i vi. 9, i. 

1C64. :jcTT V. 76. 3. 
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sunset into twelve parts and thus obtained hours whose length 
depended on the season, while the Babylonians began the 
day with sunrise and divided day and night into twelve parts, 
each of which corresponded to two of the equinoctial hours. In 
Athens and in Greece generally the day commenced in historic 
times with the evening for the purposes of the calendar(vide Heath’s 
'Aristarchus of Samos’, 1913, p. 284 ). In Borne the day began 
with midnight. With Indian writers the day begins with sun¬ 
rise (as in Brahraasphuta'Siddhanta XI. 33), but they were 
not unaware of different beginnings of the day. The Pahca- 
siddhantika^^^ remarks that Aryabhata declared that the day 
began at midnight in Lanka and again he said that it began 
with sunrise and that sunrise in Lanka coincides with sunset 
in Siddhapura, with mid-day in Yamakoti and with midnight 
in the Bomaka country. 

In modern times the civil day begins at midnight. 

The seven day week is an artificial man-made arrangement. 
It corresponds to no astronomical or celestial phenomenon. The 
Mexicans had a week of five days before the Spanish conquest. 
The seven days week prevailed among Jews, Babylonians and 
the Incas of South America. The Bomans had a week of eight 
days in Bepublican times, while the Egyptians and ancient 
Athenians had a week of ten days. In the Old testament God 
is said to have gone oa with the work of creation for six days, 
to have rested on the seventh and to have blessed it and sanctified 

1065. Hastings in E.K.E. vol. XII. p. 50 says so ; but Prof Neugebauer 
in E. S A, p. 101 says that Babylonian day began in the evening and the 
first day of the month was made to depend upon a natural phenomenon, 
namely, the visible crescent of the Moon, Fotheringham in his Explana¬ 
tions to Nautical Almanac 1935 (atp. 769) states that the Babylonians 
reckoned day from midnight and mentions Pliny as saying that Hipparchus 
also did the same, 

1066. i ^ (Ta 

w i turwr 

W W 15. 20 and 23 Lanka here is not Ceylon but an imaginary 

island to the south of India. The location of is not 

known; seems to be Alexandria. In ) the 13th verse 

is ^ I 

Vm, H. This corresponds to 15. 23. Vide 

verses 38-40 for the four cities mentioned in the being in the four 

directions. 

1067. Vide G. Schiaparelli’s 'Astronomy in the Old Testament' 
(translated, Oxford, 1905) p. 130. 
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it (Genesis 2.1-3). In Exodus 20. 8-11, 23.12-14 and Deutero- 
nomy 5.12-15 God is said to have commanded the Jews to 
labour for six days, take rest on the seventh and to observe it as 
the Sabbath of the Lord God and to keep it sacred. The Jews 
gave no special nunes to the weekdays except the Sabbath 
which was the last day of the week and which they observed on 
S iturd y ( and not on Sunday ). 

The Old Testament contains no traces of proper n mes 
having been given to week days. It appe irs that even in the 
New Testament week days were indicated by numbers. Vide 
Matthew 28.1 ‘In the end of the sabbath as it began to dawn 
towards f/V rfmy o/ we:k came mary Magdalen &c. 
Mark 16. 9 ' Now when J^sus ivas ris<m e-irly the first day of the 
week he appeared first to Mary Magdalen &c.*; Luke 24.1 
* Now upon the first day of the week being early in the morning 
they came into the sepulchre Each of the seven days of the 
week is designated as the sabbath or holy day by various 
nationalities and religious communities i. e. Monday is the 
Greek Sabbath, Tuesday the Persian, Wednesday the Assyrian, 
Thursday the Egyptian, Friday the Moslem, Saturday the Jewish 
and Sunday the Christian. 

On the origin and development of the seven-day cycle 
the leading work is F. H, Colson’s * the week ’ (Cambridge 
University Press, 1926 ). Some of his arguments may be briefly 
indicated. Dion Cassius (first quarter of 3rd century A.D.) in his 
37th book says that Jerusalem was captured by Pompey in 
63 B. C. owing to the reverence of the Jews for Saturday (their 
Sabbath day) and he further makes the statements that planetary 
week originated in Egypt, that it WuS of recent growth and that 
it was in general use in his day; vide Dio’s ‘ Roman History ’ 
vol. HI pp. 129,131 where two traditional explanations are given 
as to how the week days were named after planets, the 2nd of 
which is based on the 24 hours of the day ai^d night. What 
must be emphasized is that Dio is positive that week days did 
not originate in Greece, but in Egypt and their introduction 
was recent. Dio was a Roman and wrote his History between 
200 to 222 A. D. Therefore, the introduction of week days in 
Greece could not have been earlier than the first century of the 

1067 a. Vide Dio’s * Roman History ’ (Loeb Classical Library) vol. Ill 
pp. 126-127 where it is said that Pompey captured the Jewesh defenders of 
Palestine on the day of Sabbath, because they did not work on that day 
at all. 
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Christian era. The names of six week days as we find them now 
have been found scrawled on a wall in the city of Pompeii which 
was engulfed in lava in 79 A. D. This points to the fact that 
present weekday names were known in Italy before 79 A. D. 
Colson finds it difficult to explain how the planetary week got 
ascendancy in the Koman Empire, since there is complete silence 
as to official enforcement of the week among Romans or even as 
to the recognition of the planetary week. He is perplexed by 
the week day names among the Teutonic nations such as 
Wednesday and Thursday. Sarton ( in a ‘ History of 
Science ’) thinks that the Jewish Sabbath, the story of creation 
with Egyptian hours and Chaldean astrology produced' the 
present week (pp. 76-77). Sarton thus thinks that Greece had 
nothing to do with the introduction of the planetary week, but 
only Egypt and Babylon developed it. The modern European 
hours are derived from the Babylonian nychthemeron for their 
equality and from the Egyptian Calendar for their number. 
Sarton remarks that the gradual spread of the seven day 
week throughout the world is the most remarkable instance 
of cultural diffusion next to the decimal notation system, 
since it was planned or enforced by nobody. As shown 
above the continuous seven day week with specific names for the 
days was unknown to the New Testament, which does not name 
the day of Christ’s Crucifixion or Ascension. It is difficult 
to point out any certain piece of evidence which can establish 
that the names and arrangement of the present week days were 
prevalent in Greece or any other European or Near East country 
before the 2nd century B. C. Ptolemy in his Tetrabiblos does 
not appear to make any astrological use of the week days. The 
present order of week days appears to be planetary, but if we 
look to the mere names the planets are arranged as Sun, Moon, 
Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn. Ravivara is the 
first day in the week for various reasons, one of which is that 
creation is believed to have begun on that day (vide note 995a). 
That order apparently takes no account of the distance of the 
planets or of their mass, light or importance. Yaj. 1.295 arranges 
the nine grahas as the Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, 
Venus, Saturn, Rahu and Ketu. The Visnupurana (I. 12. 92 ) 
has the same order. The Vayupurana says that the Sun is 
beyond one lakh of yojanas from the earth and the moon is 
beyond the sun by a thousand yojanas, the naksatras are 100000 
yojanas beyond the Moon and each of the other planets are 
beyond the naksatras, the order being Mercury, Venus, MarSf 
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Jupiter and Saturn, each succeeding one being beyond each 
preceding one. If the planets be arranged in the order of 
distance from the earth they would stand as Saturn (the most 
distant planet for ancient times), Jupiter, Mars, Sun, Venus, 
Mercury, Moon. The same^°^ order is set out in the Arya- 
bhatiya. Suppose we start from Saturn, then the 4th from it (but 
including it) would be the Sun and therefore Saturday is followed 
by Sunday. If we start from the Sun, then the 4th from it, would be 
the Moon and so Monday is the weekday after Sunday and this 
may be further carried on. It is argued that the order of week¬ 
days was suggested by the Egyptian system of 24 parts for the 
day, each part being ruled by one planet in order. On Sunday, 
the first part is ruled by the Sun and after 21 parts the 22nd is 
again ruled by the Sun, 23rd by Venus, 24th by Mercury and 
the next day ( 25th hour) would be Monday, If this arrange¬ 
ment of weekdays is due to the system of 24 hours and rulers of 
hours, the same order can be arrived at but only in the reverse 
way if, instead of 24 parts, the day is divided into 60 parts (the 
ghatikas). Suppose if we begin with the Moon, each 
being assigned to one planet, 57th would be the Moon’s, 58th 
Mercury’s, 59th of Venus, 60th of the Sun and so the next day 
after Monday would be Tuesday. 

It appears that the continuous seven day week did not form 
part of the religious life of any nation in antiquity and even 
now it is no part of the religious life of many peoples. Great 
controversies have raged round the origin and spread of week¬ 
days. It is said by many scholars that the Indian weekdays 
are not indigenous, but have been borrowed from the Chaldeans 
or the Greeks.^^^ An effort will first be made to present the 
Indian literary and inscriptional evidence to indicate how far 
backwards the occurrence of the weekdays in India can be 
carried. The oldest inscriptional evidence so far available is 
that of the Eran stone Pillar Inscription of Budhagupta in the 


1068. HPTTTO: 

15; vide also chap, on ijnh? 

verse 79. 

1069. Fleet in JRAS for 1912 p. 1039 suggests that the Jewish 
Calendar of week days found its way into India after Europe received it 
i. e. in 3rd century A.D. Jayaswal (in I. A. vol, 47 p. 112) says that if week¬ 
days were received from outside India, it must have been from Syria direct 
and not via Europe. Dikshit in his monumental work appears to hold that 
India received weekdays from the Chaldeans. 
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Gupta 165 (i. e. A. D. ^84), wliicli mentions Thursday and 

the 12th tithi of the bright half of Asildha. Supposing for 
argument that weekdays were originally borrowed from some 
foreign country, at least a few hundred years would be necessary 
before such a borrowed system could become general and could 
be utilized even in Indian proclamations by a great Indian 
imperial dynasty like the Guptas, 

Let us now turn to the literary evidence. The Aryabhatlya 
(Dasagitika, verse 3) mentions Thursday. In Brhat- 
saihhita^^^' occurs this ‘ when Pitamaha declared that the week¬ 
day Tuesday does not lead to auspicious results or when 
(I declare ) that the day of the son of the earth is inauspicious, 
what difference is there between (the sastra) composed by a 
divine author and that by a human author (like myself)?’ It has 
been seen above (p.4S8 ) that the Pahcasiddliantika tells us that a 
five year cycle started according to Pitamaha in the second year 
(expired) of the Saka era. Therefore it appears that Pitamaha 
who probably wrote about 80 A. D mentioned Tuesday. The 
Pancasiddhantika (in I. 8) mentions Monday in summarising 
the features of the Eomaka siddhanta ( vide note 1004 ). The 
Brhatsaihhita in chapter 103 (verses 61”63) sets out what 
actions are proper to be done on the weekdays from Sunday to 
Saturday and Utpala quotes eighteen Anii^tubh verses in all 
from the ancient astronomer Garga on the same topic.'^^^^^ Kern 

1070. TOOTT J 

Gupta Inscriptions (ed. by Fleet) No. 19 p. S9. Vide V. B, 
Ketkar’s * Indian and Foreign chronology ’ pp. 50-51 where he establishes 
that this day corresponds to June 21, i\, D, 484. 

1071. ^ ^ ^ i n 

verse 3. The com. explains : 

I 

I. This verse means ' There are 14 Manus in a day 
of Brahma and 72 yugas make up the period of a Manu; since the beginning 
of this kalfa up to the Thursday of the Bharata battle six ^Vlanus, 27 yugas, 
3 yugapadas have elapsed. ’ means 

system of S’ = 14; ^ - 72; ^ = 70 and ^ - 2; = 27 being 

= 7 and or ttt == 20 ); 3t = 3. in XI. 11-12 criti¬ 
cizes for his views mentioned in note 1066 above. 

1072. ^ ^ 

^ (V. 1. ^) n I. 4. 

1072 a. The vrjiRcT X 7, 5 says ‘ * 

n ^ This is said of m ( who is said in verse 7 
to have been the arrgr^of the Yadus). 
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assigns Garga to the 1st Century B. C. This would cany the 
knowledge of weekdays in India to the first century before 
Christ. Philostratus in his life of Apollonius of Tyana (who 
died in 98 A. D.) relates (vide note 900 above) how when 
Apollonius travelled in India he received from larchus, the chief 
of the brahmanas, seven rings bearing names of seven planets, 
each one of which Apollonius was to wear on each of the week¬ 
days. As Philostratus wrote in the first quarter of the 3rd 
century A. D., this would carry the knowledge of the planetary 
week in India at least to the 1st century of the Christian era. 
The above references furnish a terminus ad quern for India’s 
knowledge of the planetary week days (viz. first century B. C. 
to first century A D.). The terminus a ([uo cannot be stated 
with certainty. 

Now some other literary evidence about the dates of which 
there are likely to be doubts and disputes would be set out. In 
the Vaikhanasa-smarta-sutra (I. 4 ) and Baudhayanadharma- 
sutra (n. 5. ?3 ) tarpana (satiation with water) is offered to the 
Sun, the Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn and to 
Eahu and Eetu and the former mentions Badhavara (Wednes¬ 
day ) in II VI. It has to be conceded that other sutras such as 
Asv. gr. III. 4. 1-5, the Kausitaki gr. (IV. 9-10 ), the Hir. gr. 11. 
19-20, Bharadvaja gr. III. 9-11 contain no tarpana to the week¬ 
days or their deities. The Atharvana-Vedahga Jyotisa has a 
section on weekdays (of eight verses) and points out what 
should be done on each of the seven weekdays from Sunday to 
Saturday (two of which are quoted below by way of sample^®^^). 
The Gathasaptasati of Hala (a prakrit anthology ) mentions 
Tuesday and Visti (III. 61). The Yajnavalkya-smrti (I. 296 ) 
enumerates the planets in the modern weekday order from 
Sunday to Saturday and adds Rahu and Ketu as grahas and 
provides for a sacrifice to nine grahas (I. 295-308). The 
Naradapurana (I. 51. 80) also does the same. The Matsya 
(chap. 93. 7 ff) provides for a more elaborate sacrifice to planets. 
The Visnudharmasutra (78. 1-7 ) refers to sraddhas performed 
on the seven weekdays from Sunday to Saturday and the benefits 
derived from such performance (vide H. of Dh. vol. IV. p. 373-374 
for details ). The Puranas contain numerous references to the 

1073. ^ 

^ m 

verses 2 and 8. 


H. D. 86 
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weekdays. The Naradlya provides that Monday Wednes¬ 
day, Thursday and Friday are auspicious for all rites and 
actions, while the other weekdays yield the desired result only 
in cruel or violent actions. The Matsya provides that all week¬ 
days except Sunday and Tuesday are auspicious ( 253. 7.). The 
Kurmapurana ( Uttarardha 20. 16-17) provides that sraddhas on 
weekdays from Sunday to Saturday respectively yield the benefits 
of health, happiness ( or prosperity ), success, all desires, desired 
learning, wealth and long life. The Visnudharmottara (I. 142. 
30-32) has similar provisions. The Brahmapurapa (118.30) 
recommends touching an asvattha tree on Saturday. The 
V^ana (14. 49-50 ) forbids certain actions on weekdays (such 
as an oil bath on Sunday or Tuesday). The Matsya specifically 
refers to Sunday (in chap. 55. 4, 65. 5, 70. 46 ), to Monday (in 
57. 4 ), to Tuesday (in 72. 27, 193. 8 ). Though the chronology 
of all the above works is somewhat uncertain, yet it cannot be 
gainsaid that at least in the first two centuries of the Christian 
era planets had become objects of worship and the weekdays had 
been named and their order as it exists today had been settled. 
The Mahabharata, in spite of its vast extent and copious des¬ 
criptions of Dharmasastra matters, is entirely silent about the 
names of weekdays. The cumulative effect of all the evidence 
adduced above is to render it extremely probable, if not certain, 
that the worship of the planets and knowledge of the weekdays 
presided over by them was known to the Indians at least bet¬ 
ween 100 B- C. to 100 A. D One further circumstance is that 
the names of weekdays in India are purely Sanskrit and there is 
hardly any reference to a weekday in Sanskrit works under any 
Greek or other non^Indian name, while in the case of the signs 
of the zodiac frequent use is made of such foreign words as knya 
or ley a. Fotheringham (in explanations in jN’autical Almanac 
for 1935 at p. 769 ) states that the mean temporal hour with the 
length that it had at equinoxes is first found in Hipparchus 
( 140 B. C. ), that Ptolemy in the Tables in the Almagest reckon¬ 
ed the day from mean noon of Alexandria and divided the day 
into sixty equal parts each of which was divided sexagesimally 
and that Ptolemy in his manual Tables divides the whole day 
into equinoctial hours reckoned from noon in Alexandria and 
subdivided these sexagesimally. This shows that two systems 

1074. t ^ h 

I* 56 161. Compare HI- 15 quoted above in note 152. 

H. 49-50. ' 
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of dividing the day into 60 parts and also into 24 parts were 
accepted by Ptolemy himself (who wrote only about 150 A. D.). 
Therefore, Indians could very well have used very early the 60 
divisions system for finding out the order of the weekdays instead 
of 24 divisi ms system. The Indians did not calculate their day 
from noon or night but from the morning. The Asvamedhika- 
parva^®’^ expressly says that the day comes first and then night. 

It is possible to advance several theories about the origin of 
the seven day week in India. The five planets ( Mercury, Venus, 
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn) were especially regarded by the ancient 
Babylonians as the powers controlling the destinies of men and 
therefore five leading Babylonian divinities were identified with 
the above five planets. In course of transmission Babylonian 
names of divinities assumed Roman forms i. e. Ishtar, goddess of 
love, became Venus, the great god Marduk became Jupiter and so 
on ( vide note 748 above J. The five planets together with the Sun 
and the Moon made a group of seven heavenly bodies. In 
Chaldean temple worship which spread to Syria, it became the 
custom to sing the praises of each god on a particular day. The 
name of the god worshipped on a particular day was transferred 
to the day itself. The days which were sacred to the Sun and 
the Moon were called Sunday and Monday. Some Norse words 
like Wednesday (Woden’s day) and Thursday (Thor’s day) 
were introduced in England. But weekday^ in Europe are ulti¬ 
mately derived from the Babylonian gods. It has already been 
shown (pp. 598“^00 above ) that India and Babylonia had close 
commercial and other contacts from very ancient times. Vide 
the recent work on ‘ Hittites ’ by O. R. Gurney (in Pelican 
Books, 1958 ), pp. 104-105 and 124 for technical Sanskrit words 
in hor.se breeding Vedic gods and royal names in Sanskrit in the 
14th century B. C. It is possible to argue that seeing the temples 
of planetary gods in which worship was performed on certain 
days some Indians got the suggestion of a planetary week, as it 
has been suggested above that the ideas of the Zodiacal signs 
were derived from Babylonian boundary stones and similar 
monuments. There were Sun temples in ancient India 

1075. 3Tf: ^ UcTl m'ipRlHT: I wsmi 

44. 2. 

1076. Vide Gupta Inscriptions, No. 16 at p, 68 (in 146 Gupta era) and 
No.18 Pi79 £or temples of the Sun and Br S. chap. 57, Matsya, chap. 257—263, 
Viwudbarmottara 111. 60*^69 and Bhavisya I. 131 for temples and images, 
Br. S. 57 (verses 46-48) describes the appearance of the Sun image and 
Visnudharmottara III. 67-69 give directions as to bow images of the Sun, 
the Moon and planets (Mars and others) are to be made. 
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such as that of Martanda in Kashmir, that of Modhera in North 
Gujerat and that of Konarka in Orissa. Even now in some 
towns and villages there are temples of Saturn and Rahu 
( as at Rahuri in the Ahmednagar District of the Bombay State, 
which bears that name after Rahu). Kautilya mentions the 
several divisions of time from ^triiia" to yiiga and states that 
two nadikas are equal to a muhurla and an ahorMra ( day and 
night) has 30 muhurtas ( vide note 681 above ). From! this* it 
follows that Kautilya knew only the division of the day into 60 
nadis and that a nadi was the same as ghatl. The Aryabhatiya 
gives the following table: 60 vinddis are equal to a nddi, 60 
nadis are equal to a day (Kalakriyapada, verse 1). Another way of 
citing the measures of time is: Time taken for repeating ten long 
letters is prana, 6 pranas are equal to pala, 60 palas are equal to 
a danda, ghati or nadi {Suryasiddhantal. 11, Jyotist-attva p. 562). 
Panini derives the word ‘nadindhama’ from nadi, Nadi is a very 
ancient word.^®^^ It occurs in the Rgveda and appears to mean 
some cylindrical instrument like a flute. It appears that the 
word nadi came to mean a period of time when a conch or a 
trumpet or similar instrument was blown to announce the lapse 
of one nadi (60th part of the day ) as there were no clocks thea 
Hence division into 60 nadis or ghatis (both words being men¬ 
tioned by Patahjali who is generally held to have flourished 
about 150 B. C.) was the ancient mode of dividing the day in 
India and if any Sanskrit work (like the Suryasiddhanta, chap 
12.78-79) refers to 24 parts of the day, that work may be regarded 
as one of later times, but the whole system of time measuring by 
weekdays in India cannot be said to have been borrowed from a 
foreign source* Even Patahjali refers to the words nadi and ghatl 
as long in use before his time. Therefore, the division of the day 


1077. VT. ni. 2. 30; on the previous sutra there are two 

vartikas and the states 

\ i *•* «i5ir» 

1078. The word * nadD and ‘uadika* have several meanings, viz. 
flute, tube or pipe, vein or artery, one half muhurta. ‘ Nadindhama ' 
means a goldsmith ( because he makes the fire flame up by blowing on it from 
a tube). From Kathakasamhita 23, 4 (Sai^ vanaspatlsu vag-vadati yft 
nadyam ya tunave) it appears that nadi was a musical instrument that 
produced sounds ( a trumpet or the like ). 

1079. Jffm: li X. 135. 7; the meaning is 

* here is blown the nadi for him (Yama) who is decked with songs of 
praise. ' 
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into nadis or gbatis must be bold to be long anterior to 200 B. 0. 
On tbe whole it would not be far from the truth to say 
that weekdays were not borrowed by ancient India en bloc from 
elsewhere. It is arguable that usages in Babylon and Syria 
might have suggested tbe arrangement of days into weeks, but 
there is hardly any cogent evidence beyond similarity and 
prejudice to show that the origin of the nomenclature and the 
method of arriving at the order of the weekdays were not indi¬ 
genous. Vide Cunningham in I. A. vol 14 pp. 1 ff. in which he 
shows by diagrams how the calculation by Indian ghatls results 
in the same order of weekdays as the European division. Sham 
Shastri in Annals of Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, 
vol. IV pp. 1^31 after mentioning some rather hazy and obscure 
passages from the Vedic literature arrives at the conclusion that 
India was not indebted to the Greeks or Babylonians for week 
days or for the discovery of planets. It may be mentioned that 
Alberuni (tr, by Sachau, voL I. chap. XIX pp. 214-215) illustrates 
how week-days received names from planets, narrates (p. 215) 
that it was the custom with Hindus to enumerate the planets in 
the order of the weekdays and that the Hindus persisted in using 
these in their astronomical books and declined to use any other 
order ox method even if it was more correct. 



CHAPTER XIX 

Kalpa, Manvantara, Mahayugi. Yuga 

After dealing with time measures from yuga ( of five years) 
down to weekdays and the day one must now briefly deal with 
the other measures of time such as Yuga, Mahayuga, Manvan- 
tara and Kalpa. The word Kalpa has its gerni in the Rgveda^^^ 
X. 190. 3, where it is said that the Creator created the Sun and 
the Moon, the heaven, the earth and mid-region as before. ’ 
The earliest datable reference to Kalpa is found in Asoka’s 
edicts e. g. the 4th Rock edict at Girnar and Kalsi have * ava 
savata kapa ’ ( yavat sarhvartakalpam ) and ‘ ava kapam ’ in the 
5th Rock Edict at Shahabazgarhi and Mansera. This establishes 
that the theories about the vast extent of Kalpa had been pro¬ 
mulgated in India long before the third century B. C. The 
Buddhists also took over the theory of Kalpas as is clear from 
the Mahaparinibbanasutta III 53 ‘ Vouchsafe, Lord, to remain 
during the Kalpa. Live on, O Blessed One, through the Kalpa 
for the good and happiness of the great multitudes &c. 

The beliefs that in the dim past there was an ideally perfect 
society followed by a gradual degeneracy and decline in standards 
of morals, health and length of life and that the cycle of decline 
would be followed in the far distant future by a golden age of 
perfection in morals &c. have been dealt with in H. of Dh. vol. 
III. pp. 885 ff. The word ‘ yuga ’ has been shown there as having 
probably several meanings, viz. a short period of time ( Rg. HI. 
26. 3 ),.a cycle of five years and also a long period and a period 
of thousands of years. Prof. Mankad in Poona Orientalist 
( vol VL pp. 211-212 ) assigns as many as ten meanings to the 


X080. mm i ^ « 

X. 190.3. 

1081, Vide Inscriptions of A^ka in C. I, I. vol. I. pp. 6, 30 (text of 
4th edict), and pp. 55. 74 (text of 5th edict). In the Vanaparva 188. 69 it is 
said that fire called Samvartaka will assail the world while theBrahmapurana 
(232. 39) says that terrible clouds called * Samvartaka * will rise, when final 
dissolution {pralaya) follow. Therefore, * ava samvata kapa ’ means 
* up to the end of Kalpa when destructive fire called samvartaka will arise * 
(or when terrible clouds called sarhvartaka will arise). It may be noted 
that the Amara-kosa regards ^ and cfa<; g| yd as synonyms. 
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word. One cannot agree with him in all that he says. For 
example, he appears to be wrong when he says that in Sakuntala 
IV (yugantaram arudhah savita) yuga means |th of a day; 
yuga does not, so far as I know, mean |th anywhere, it means 
‘ four ’ in some cases. In Sakuntala ‘ yugantara &c. ’ should be 
taken to mean that ‘ the sun has come up in the sky as much as 
the length of a yoke (from the eastern horizon)’. That is the sense 
of 'ynga,' in Rg. X. 60. 8, X. 101. 3 and 4. In the Mahabharata, 
in Manu and the Puranas the theory of yiigas, manranlaras and 
kalpas has been elaborated at great length. The four yugas are 
named Krta, Treta, Dvapara and Tisya or Kali and concern 
only Bharata-varsa.^^^^ But it has been shown (at pp. 886-890 of 
the H. of Dh. vol. III.) that originally these were the names of cer¬ 
tain throws of dice in gambling and that from the 4th century 
B. C. (if not earlier) they came to be the designations of the ages of 
man. The early Gupta inscriptions refer to Kitayuga as a cycle 
of great virtues (as in the Bilsad stone pillar Inscription of 
Kumaragupta in Gupta Saihvat 96 in ‘Gupta Inscriptions* p. 44, 
the Ghammak copperplate of Vakataka Pravarasena II in ‘Gupta 
Inscriptions* p. 237, Pattan plates of Pravarasena II. in E. I. 23 
p. 81. The theory of Yugas, Manvantaras and Kalpas is 
elaborated among ancient works in the Mahabharata (Vana- 
parva, chapters 149, 188 and Santiparva, chap. 69 and 231-232), 
Manu I. 61-74, 79-86, Visnudharmasutra chap. 20. 1-21, Vispu- 
purana 1.3, 6.3,Brahraapurana5. 229-232, Matsya 142-145, Vayu 
chap. 21, 22, 57, 58,100, Kurma I. chap. 5i and 53, Brahmanda 
n. 6 and 31-36, III. 1, Markandeya 58 64, 66'’70, 71-97 (has the 


1081a. ^ : l iRTT ^ ^ 

24. 1, 45. 137 (reads for and ). 

57. 22; 142. 17-18 ‘ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ Vide 5r^ 27. 64, Tradition gave slightly varying information 
about the end of the Dvapara age. It is said that the war between the Kaurava 
and Pandava hosts was fought in the period of sandhya between Dvapara 
and Kali ( Adi. 2.13 ). Similarly, 60. 25 ( jtih ), 14^- 

38 say that Kaliyuga was very near when the Bharata war was about (o be 
fought ). On the other hand, many of the 

Puranas say that Kaliyuga began the very day Krsna finished his avatara and 
went to heaven; ^99. 428-29, HI. 74. 241, 273. 49-50, 

IV. 24. 110, XII. 2 33; argr 212.8 has the same idea in different words. 

Vide note 993 for quotations from some of these Puranas The Mausala- 
parva 1.13 and 2.20 state that Krsna passed away 36 years after the Bharata 
war. In any case came to an end immediately or a few years after the 
Bharata war. 
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longest account of Manrantaras), and by astronomical writers 
and works such as Aryabhata, Suryasiddhanta, Brahmagupta, 
Siddhantasiromani. None of these works enables us to furnish a 
satisfactory explanation about the rise of this system of Kalpas, 
Manvantaras and Yugas. Pargiter (in AIHT p. 175) thinks that 
the division into four ages had a historical basis. That may 
or may not be so. But what historical explanation can be 
offered about manvantaras and kalpas is not stated anywhere. 
The theory of yugas concerned only Bharatavarsa as stated in 
several Puranas. All these works contain the same general 
features but there are many divergences in details. As the 
Manusmrti contains one of the oldest accounts, a summary of 
its remarks will be first set out. First, seven Manus are enume¬ 
rated viz. Svayambhuva, Svarocisa, Uttama, Tamasa, Eaivata, 
Caksusa and Vaivasvata. Then divisions of time from nimesa 
are specified (18 nimesa = Kastha, 30 Kasthas = Kala, 30 Kalas 
= Muhurta, 30 Miihurtas = ahoratra); it is then said that the 
human month is the day and night of pitrs^ the human year is 
divine ahoratra. Krta-yuga extends over 40C0 years, sandhya 
(twilight) before it is 400 years, sandhyaihsa after it is 400 
years. The three other 3 nigas Treta, Dvapara and Kali have 
ragpectively 3000, 2000,1000 years and sandhyas and sandhya- 
rhsas together of respectively 600, 400 and ;200 years. The four 
yugas thus come to 120U0 years (4800 plus 3600 plus 2400 plus 
^200); this is called the yuga of gods ( i. e. this is the dioya 
measure) and 1000 of these four come to one day of Brahma and 
the same is the extent of the night of Brahma. Seventy-one 
yugas of 12000 divine years each constitute a manvantara and 
Manu (I. 80) winds up by saying that manvantaras are 
numberless and so are creations and dissolutions. It should 


1082, Manu I. 65-67 are the same as Santiparva 231. 15-17, Manu I. 
65-66 are the same as Matsya 142. 5-6 (with slight variations), Manu I. 
69-70 are the same as Santi 231. 20-21, Vayu 57. 23-24 and Matsya 142. 
19-20. Manu I. 69 is same as Vanaparva 188. 22 23. 

1083. It was said by Manu (I. 81-82 ) that Krta was an age in which 
Dbarma was four-footed and perfect, that in the other ages dharma declined 
successively by one foot, that theft, falsehood and fraud increase in propor¬ 
tion. Then Manu further avers (I. 83-86 ) that the length of human life in 
the four ages is respectively 400, 300. 200 and 100 year.s, that the set of 
duties differ in the four ages, Dharma is said to be four-footed because 
Manu VIII 16 identifies dharma with vrsa {bull). Both Plato and Aristotle 
believed that every art and science had many times developed to its apogee 
and then deteriorated. 
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be noticed that the word Kalpadoes not occur in this long enume¬ 
ration. But in other works than the Manusmrti e.g. Visnupurana 
(VI. 3.11-13) fourteen Manvantaras are said to constitute a Kalpa, 
which is a day of Brahma. Asa day of the gods is equal to a human 
year, the 12000 years that constitute a divine cataryuya are equal 
to 4320000 human years(12000 X 360) i, e. this is the human 
(mauusa ) measure of time. 

When and how these huge numbers of years for the 
yugas were suggested remains somewhat enigmatic. It appears 
that as early as the Satapatha-brahinana people had become 
familiar with huge figures. The Satapatha says that there are 
10800 muhurtas in a year (in one ahoratra 30 X 360), that 
Prajapati arranged the Bgveda in such a way that the number 
of syllables it contains is equal to 12000 Brhatls ( each Brhati 
having 36 syllables ) i. e. 432000 syllables and it is further stated 
that the Rgveda also contains 10800 pahktis (each pahkti having 
40 syllables i. e. the syllables are 10800x40 = 432000. Prajapati is 
said to have arranged the other two Vedas also and the three Vedas 
amounted to ten thousand eight hundred eighties (that is 80 x 10 c00 
= 864000 syllables ), that niuhTuiu by muhurta he gained eighty 
syllables ( as there are 10800 muhurtas in a sacrificial year of 
360 days). Dr. Jean Pilliozat, Professor at the College de France, 
Paris, puts forward the theory in a recent article (in the Bulletin 

1083 a. Many ancient authors in almost all countries believed that there 
were different ages with differing levels of virtue and that they themselves 
lived in the worst age. Vide Hesiod’s * Works and days * pp. 11-17 (Loeb 
Classical Library) where Hesiod’s own age was said to be the worst of five 
ages. The Babylonians made out 2160000 years for the duration of the 
world and imagined there were three ages, viz. golden, silver and copper. 
Vide pp. 33-34 of Maclean’s * Babylonian astrology in relation to the Old 
Testament Sarton also thinks that the Sumerians originated a golden age 
of man and speak of huge numbers of years, viz. 12,960,000 (pp. 69 and 118 
of * a History of Science ’ ). Berossus gave a list of ten ante~deluvian kings 
reigning in all for 432000 years ( see Cambridge Ancient History, 1923, voU 
I. page 150 ). Vide Heath’s ' Greek astronomy ' (Introduction, p. XIV ) 
re Egyptians’ claim for possessing records of observations of stars for 
630,000 years and a similar claim of Babylonians for 1,444,000 years. 

1084. H I TO touw ^ il«n- 

^^ srsn- 

$ 4 ^ 

I 4. 2. 22, 23, 25. 

H. D. 87 
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of L’Ecole Francaiso D’Extreme'Orient, Tome XLIV, Fas. 2, 
pp. 538-546 ) that the number of years in Kaliyuga ( 432000) 
was suggested by these figures in the Satapatha, that the high 
figures in the ancient Indian literature are scientific and not 
astrological, and that in the opinion of Heraclitus 10800 ordinary 
human years were equal to one ' great year that Berossus held 
that a great astronomical period was of 432000 years and that 
as the Satapatha-brahmana is far more ancient than both 
Heraclitus and Berossus, the borrowing, if it exists, must have 
been by the Greeks from India, Vide ‘ Ancient relations between 
Indian and foreign astronomical systems ’ by Dr. J. Filliozat 
in JOR, Madras, vol. XXV (for 1957 ) pp. l-’8; also Prof. 
Zinner (in ‘ Stars above us ’ p. 59 ) for theories about the age 
of the world held by Plato and Berossus. One day of Brahma is 
equal to a Kalpa i. e. 4320000 X 1000 i. e. 432,000,000,0. In 
order^^^ to find out the human years of the one hundred years 
of Brahma’s life we shall have to multiply 432,000,0000 by 2, 
then by 360 and then by 100. That is, the day and night of 
Brahma come to 8640000000 human years; the year of Brahma 
would then be equal to 3110400000000 human years (taking 
360 days as a year); one hundred years of Brahma thus come 
to 311040000000000 years. Alberuni ( Sachau, vol. I p. 332 ) also 
mentions this colossal figure about the life of Brahma. 
Some said that the extent of Brahma’s life was 108 years. 
Brahma is said to have already lived 50 years and it is the 
second half of his life that is running and at present it is the 
Varaha^^ Kalpa and Vaivasvata-manvantara^^^ (7th) that 

1085. A would mean ^ 3 ^: Hg: ^ or as 

explains. If 1000 are divided by 14, each is equal 

to 71 plus a little more ( i. e, six mahayugas divided by 14), 

Therefore, the says * i 

^ I. 3.1S; vide also II, 6.19 and 11 35 173. 

^ 11.45 49; U ^ 

I ^ wigff VI. 3.11-12. 

1086. 

^ I ^ 

I. 3. 27-28. 

1087. The word frequently occurs in the Rgveda and other 

samhitas. Manu is often spoken of as the father of humanity and of the 
sages and as laying down the proper path for mankind. Vide : trif^ 

^ ^ H n* 33.13;?n^: ^ ^ 

^Km: H VIII. 30. 3; ^ ^ 

( Continued on next page ) 
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are going on. The past six Manus are Svayambhuva, Svarocisa, 
Uttama, Tamasa, Raivata, Caksusa and the present is Vaivasvata, 
the 7th Manu (Brahma 5.4-5, Kuma 1.51.4-5, Viseu III. 
1. 6-7 ). The remaining seven Manus are differently named in 
several Puranas e. g. Yisnu ( III. 3.14 ff) and Narasimhapurana 
24.17-35 mention the future Manus as Savarni, Daksa Savarni, 
Brahmasavarni, Dharraasavarnika, Rudra-savarni, Ruci and 
Bhauma; while Brahma ( 5. 5-6 ) mentions four of the future 
seven as Savarni, Raibhya, Raucya, Merusavarni. Kurma 
(I. 53. 30-31) names the future four in the same way as Yisnu 
( only substituting Savarna for Savarni wherever it occurs and 
the last two as Raucya and Bhautya). All the fourteen Manus 
are enumerated in Naradapurana I. 40. 20-23. Alberuni (tr. by 
Sachau, vol. I. chap. XLIY p. 387 ) gives the names of Manvan- 
taras according to the Yisnudharmottara, \'isnupurana and other 
sources. Savarnya Manu as a great benefactor and leader 
of some territory occurs in Rg. X. 62. 11. It is said that each 
Manvantara had a separate set of sages, sons of Manu, gods, 
kings, smrtis, India and guardians for the proper regulation of 
dharma and for the protection of the people (Brahma 5. 39, 
Visnupurana HI. chapters 1-2). In the Yisnupurana it is said that 
some gods remain for four yugas, some for a manvantara and 
some stay for a kalpa. The Yisnudharmasutra (chap. 

XX. 1-15 ) has the same account of Manvantaras and Kalpas as 
Manu’s but it adds one detail viz, that the whole age of Brahma 
is equal to a day of Purusa (Yisnu) and the night of Purusa is 
also as long. It is remarkable that the same view is attributed 
by Alberuni ( Sachau vol. I. p. 332 ) to the Pulisasiddhanta. 
It is not known whether those European scholars who regard 
Pulisa to be Paulus Alexandrinus have shown that this detail 
occurs in the work of the Greek Astrologer Paulus. In the 
Yanaparva (188. 22-29 ) the same account as in Manu occurs 

(Continued from last page ) 

IV. 54.1; ^ n. 2. 10. 2, xi. 5, 

In the (I. 8. 1. 1 ) occurs the famous story of Mann and the 

deluge. Another story is that of Manu and his sou Nabhanedistha in 
ni, 1. 9, 4-6 and m 22. 9, Vide H. of Dh. vol. HI. p. 543. 

1088. i 

J? X 62. H. in X. 62 9 the gifts 

made by are mentioned. The (XII. 7. 15) says ' 

‘ ' 

1088 a. I t 

H 12. 93. 
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except this that 12000 years are called simply and not 

caturyuga (as in Manu I. 71). The Markandeya has a long 
story about Svarocisa in chapters 58-65, devotes to Uttama 
chap. 66-70, chapter 71 to Tamasa, chap. '12 to Raivata, chap. 73 
to Caksusa, chap. 74-76 to Vaivasvata, chap. 77 to Savarni, 
chap. 78-90 to Devi, chap. 91-95 to Raucya or Ruci, chap. 96-97 
to Bhautya. The word ‘ Vaivasvata ’ (son of Vivasvat, the Sun) 
is applied to Yama in several passages of the Rgveda (X. 14. 1, 
X 58.1, X. 60. 10, X. 164. 2 ). The Anukramani, however, 
ascribes Rg. Vlil. 27-31 to Vaivasvata Manu as the rsl and in 
one of the Valakhilya hymns ( Rg. X. 52. 1) occurs the following 
verse ‘ O Indra I just as you drank the soma extracted in (the 
sacrifice of) Manu Vivasvat, just as you frequently accept the 
hymn of praise in (sacrifice of) Trita, so may you simultaneously 
delight in (the soma and praise ) of Ayu.’^^^^ It may be noted 
that the Manusmrti names only the seven Manus (I. 61-63 ) 
and states that each Manu during his own time (which extended 
over thousands of years) created the movable and immovable 
world and protected it, that Manvantaras are numberless 
(Manusmrti 1. 80) and that the Great God (Paramesthin) 
brought about the creation and destruction of the world during 
the Manvantaras. Some of the Puranas such as Matsya (9. 
37-39, 142. 40, 144. 97-98 ), Vayu ( 59. 34 ), Agni (150. 21), 
Visnu (I. 3 and VI. 3) state that Manu and the seven sages 
in each Manvantara (i. e. where there is a change of Manu) 
who are the sistas that then exist are devoted to dharma, being 
ordered by Brahma for the purpose of continuing the worlds, 
declare the truth and promulgate the Vedas. Some modern 


1089. Rf: I Tri^ « 

23. 31 and jfim VIII. 17. The word ^ is often used to denote the 


12000 years of divine measure as in 188. 38 ^ 


1090. 3?^ IV 

H VIII, 52. 1 (4th ). 


1090 a. TO^iScir: * HWU" 

1 i ttcr 

9. 37-39; ^ i 

OTtS % ^ tilHT t l 59. 34; t 

150. 21; the (142. 29-32) calculates the numbers of years in a 

iTRrtR as follows : ‘ ^ i fTT 

fWtUcTI gR^: ^R^TTrTT 

fg^: H HFRT: \ ^ W 0 

dl^MId^ ^^rriw ^ 1 = 1 x 3 ^ 5R?lfdcTT H ; vide 

( n, 35 . 164-165 ) which differs slightly from this. 
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writers (like Dr. Daftari) think that in ancient times there 
was an Indian institution of public functionaries called Manu 
and the Saptarsis, whose function was to legislate and promul¬ 
gate the Vedas. With great respect to the erudite scholar, I dis¬ 
agree with him. The extant Parana passages are less than 2000 
y^ars old, while the present Vaivasyata Manvantara started 
several millions of years ago and even Kaliyuga in which we are 
deemed to live started in 3102 B. C. Besides, there is a dissolution 
of the world at each day of Brahma, if one is to rely on the Pauranik 
accounts. How could a tradition of the several Manus survive 
such pralaya ? A rationalistic interpretation requires that all this 
that is stated in the Puranas is mere conjecture and imagination 
and that one cannot safely build theories about the governance 
of society in ancient times on the accounts contained in Puranas, 
The Manusmrti (IL 19 ) appears to assign the function of the 
regulation of the conduct of all men in the world to the learned 
brahmanas born in Brahmarsidesa (i. e. Kuruksetra, the countries 
of Matsya, Paiicala and Sorasena or ivlathura ) at least after his 
own code was promulgated. 

Pessimistic and dismal accounts of what will happen in 
Kaliyuga (which extends according to the Puranas over 432000 
years and of which only about 5057 years have gone by this time 
in 1956 ) are set forth in the Vanaparva, chap. 188,190, Santi- 
parva 69. 80-97, the Harivarhsa ( Bhavisyaparva, chap. 3-5 ff.), 
Brahtnapurana chap. 229-230, Vayu chap, 58 and 99 verses 
391-428, Matsya 144. 32-47, Kurraa 1.30, Visnupurana VI. 1, 
Bhagavata XII. 1-2, Brahmanda 11.31 and in several other 
puranas. The description in Vanaparva 188 is summarised in 
H. of Dh. vol. Ill pp. 893-895. The names of 33 Kalpas are 
given in Vayu, chap. 21-23 and Hemadri on Kala (pp. 670-671 ) 
sets out from Nagarakhanda the names of 33 Kalpas and the 
tithis on which they start; Matsya 290 enumerates thirty names 
of Kalpas; the Brahmanda IL 31. 119 states that there are 35 
Kalpas and neither more nor less. 

In the puranas pralaya is said to be of four sorts, viz. 
nilya (the every day deaths of those that are born ), iiaimittiKa 

1090 b, Vide * The rationalistic and realistic interpretation of the 
Upanishads ’(PP* 2 and 3 ) published at Nagpur in 1958. 

1091 . WTgft 

(Continued on next page) 
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(when a day of Brahma ends, then there is a dissolution of the 
world), prakrtika ( when everything dissolves itself into prakrti, 
primordial substance) and atyantika pralaya is Muksa (liberation 
of the soul due to correct knowledge of Reality and absorption into 
the Supreme Spirit). Harrowing descriptions of the naimitti^a 
and prakrtika pralayas are given in several puranas. A lengthy 
description of the naimittika dissolution is contained in Kurma 
II. 45. 11-59 of which a brief summary is given here. When the 
one thousand Caturyugas end, there is the absence of rain for a 
hundred years; the result is that living beings perish and are reduc¬ 
ed to earth; the sun s rays become unbearable, and even the ocean is 
dried up; the earth is burnt by the fierce heat of the sun together 
with its mountains, forests and continents. As the sun’s rays 
fall burning up everything, the whole world presents the 
appearance of one huge fire. Fire burns everything whether 
mobile or immoveable. The animals in the big seas come out 
and are reduced to ashes. Then the samvartaka fire growing by 
the force of the wind burns the whole earth and its flames rise 
up to a height of thousands of yojanas and the flames burn up 
gandharvas, goblins, yaksas^ serpents and raksasas and not only 
the earth but the worlds called * bhuvah ’ and * mahah ’ are burnt; 
then huge samvartaka clouds resembling herds of elephants, lit 
up by lightning, rise in the sky, some looking like blue lotuses, 
some yellowish, some having the colour of smoke, some like 
sealing wax and fill the whole sky and then extinguish the fires 
by sending down heavy showers. When the fires are extingu¬ 
ished, the clouds of destruction cover the whole world with floods; 
mountains are concealed and the earth is plunged in waters and 
all becomes one ocean of water and then god Brahma resorts to 
Yogic sleep. Vanaparva (chap. 27:^. 32-48) also contains a 
brief description of naimittika pralaya. 

The Kurma I. 46 and Visnu VI. 4, 12-49 furnish a descrip¬ 
tion of the prakrtika pralaya which takes Sankhya terminology 
for granted, and is briefly as follows: when all the worlds 

( Continued front last page ) 
qWlWH H 3n& 368. 1-2; 

lihm i 

J I. 7. 41^3 and VI. 3. 2 ff, where is said to be 

; vide ^ 11. 45. 1-10 for similar explanations. 

1092, For the vide 3 ‘ 

^ 1 ^ il ^ and 

(Continued on next page ) 
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incluaing all the nether regions are destroyed by absence of 
rains and all effects from mahat onwards are destroyed, waters 
first absorb the gandha (the special quality of the earth) and 
when gandha-tanmatra is destroyed, the earth is reduced to 
water; the special quality of waters, viz. rasa-tanmatra is des¬ 
troyed and nothing but fire remains and the whole world is filled 
with flames, then Vayu absorbs fire and rupaHanrnatra vanishes ; 
Vayu shakes all the ten quarters; akasa absorbs the sparia-^guna 
of Vayu and only akasa remains as a void and Mnla-tanmatra 
is gone and in this way the seven prakrtis including mahcit and 
ahnnkdra are absorbed in order; even Prakrti and Purusa are 
dissolved in Paramatman ( named Visnu ). The day of Visnu is 
said to be two Parardhas of human years. 

Some works like the Harivarhsa ( Bhavisyaparva chap. 10. 
12-68) provide that at the end of Kalpa the sage Markandeya alone 
remains and lies at the time of the pralaya ( or kalpa ) in the side 
of Lord Visnu and then comes out of His mouth. The Brahma- 
purana ( 52.1.-ID and 53. 55) says that Markandeya sees a rata 
tree at the end of Kalpa and a jewelled bed on which he sees a 
boy lying down (i. e. Visnu himself) and then he enters the side 
of that boy and later comes out. Vide also Matsya 167 (14-66) 
for the same story in almost the same words. I'he Bhagavadgita 
( VIII. 18-19 ) speaks of the recurrent absorption of all beings at 
the advent of the night of Brahma and reappearance of beings 
when the day of Brahma starts. 

The theory of yugas, manvantaras and kalpas with their 
fabulous numbers of years and harrowing descriptions of pralaya, 
appears unreal, bizarre and called up by sheer fancy. But under¬ 
lying it there is the idea of the timelessness of the universe, 
though from time to time it evolves, gradually declines and 
perishes, only to reappear in perfection after a cosmic night. 
There is also the hankering after Reality and pursuit of different 
ideals. It enshrines the ideas that humanity embarks on a 
certain goal, pursues it with great efforts and, after achiev¬ 
ing some success, gives up that goal and the way that was 
thought to lead to it and pursues some other goal for aeons in 
the hope that at some distant date it will be able to evolve and 


( Continued from last page) 
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construct a perfect society. These ideas are at the bottom of 
what Manu^^^-^ and others say ‘ Tapas was the highest goal 
( deemed to yield great results ) in Kutayuga, knowledge (of the 
self) was the highest in Treta, yajha (sacrifices to God) in Dvapara, 
charity alone in Kali’. This further implies that there are different 
impelling motives in different ages and modern men should not 
assess the actions and ideals of past ages by the same yardstick 
that is applied to contemporary actions and ideals. It is im¬ 
plicit in the words of Manu ( XL*301) that the four ages are not 
water-tight specific periods of time, but that the Ruler or Govern¬ 
ment can produce conditions of Krta age in what is popularly 
called Kali by appropriate conduct or measures and Medhatithi 
expressly says so. Prof. Mankad has a novel theory in a 
paper on the manvantaras in 1. H. Q. vol XVIIl, pp. 208-230, 
where he states that the Caturyuga formula took 40 years for 
a ruling unit and not for one king’s regnal period and that the 
manvantara was the regular method of calculating regnal periods 
of different kings in a dynasty (p. 2*o7 ). Hardly any scholar has 
accepted this theory and for reasons of space and relevance, it is 
not possible to discuss it here. 


In the details about the theory of yugas, manvantaras and 
kalpas there are some divergences. A few may be pointed out. 
Aryabhata appears to hold that the extent of each of the four 
yugas was the same and not in the traditional proportion of 4, 
3, 2,1, when he says that he was twenty-three years old when 
three yugapadas and 3600 years had elapsed (vide Kalakriyapada 
10 quoted in note 995 above ). Brahmagupta (I. 9) says that, 
though Aryabhata declared that the four padas of yugas, viz. Krta 


1093 tw: I 5m 

I. 86 = 23. 28 = 8. 65-66, I. 23. reads 

and ^ The ( H- 7. 59 ) says ‘ 

^ I 51^ II. J 

1093 a. ‘ ^ ii5T ^ 5m =51 f| in- 

«» ng XI. 301; ‘ ^ uw 


1094. i ^ 

Ml I 9. 

gggft 8. This means ‘ 12000 


divine years make a yuga of all the planets; 1008 times of planetary yugas 
are equal to a day of Brahma. ’ I 

U I. 12 . The words ‘ ci^g: *'* 


' pointedly refer to the Gitikapada verse q. above in note 1071. 
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and the others, were equal, not one of them was equal to what 
the smrtis declare them to be. There is another discrepancy 
also. Aryabhata in his Dasagitika verse 3 states that Manu is 
a period of 72 yugas, while all the smrtis and puranas declare 
that a manvantara is equal to 71 yugas. Aryabhata appears 
to have held that the day of Brahma is equal to 1008 caturyugas 
and Brahmagupta (I. 12 ) refers to this view. The celebrated 
scientific astronomer Bhaskaracarya(born in saka 1036, 
1114 A. D.) impatiently says ‘ some say that half of the life of 
Brahma (i. e. 50 years ) has passed away, while others say that 
half plus eight years has passed away. Whatever the true tradi¬ 
tion may be, it is of no use, since planetary positions are to be 
established from the days that have passed in the current day 
of Brahma. ’ 

As incidental to the colossal figures of the years of Kalpas 
and Yugas, a few words on numerals, their antiquity and the 
methods of writing numerals would not be out of place, In the 
Bgveda numerals from 1 to 10 are frequently used. ‘ Sahasra 
(thousand) and ‘ ayuta ’ (ten thousand) occur in Bg. IV. 26. 7| 
VIIL 1. 5, VIII. 21 18. One of these says*^^ ‘O wielder of 
thunderbolt! O immensely rich (Indra ) I I shall not give thee 
away even for a big price, not for a thousand, not for ten 
thousand, nor for hundreds ’. In Bg- VIII. 46. 22 a poet says ‘ I 
secured 60000 and several tens of thousands of horses, 20 hundreds 
of camels, one thousand dark coloured mares and ten thousands 
of cows bright in three parts of their bodies. ’ In Bg. I. 53. 9 
Indra is said to have struck down sixty thousand and 99 enemies. 
Vide Rg. I. 126. 3 (for sixty thousand cows), VIII, 4. 20 and 
VIII. 46. 29 for 60000 and VI. 63. 10 for one hundred thousand 
horses. In some of these the larger numbers are mentioned first 
and the smaller ones next ( as in Bg. I. 53. 9, VIU. 46. 22 ); in 
others it is the reverse. No conclusion can therefore be drawn 
that the smaller numbers come first in the Bgvedic times. In 
Tai. S. IV. 4.11. 3-4 reference is made to bricks in numbers from 
one, one hundred, thousand, ayuta (ten thousand), niyuta, 
prayuta, arbuda, nyarbuda, samudra, madhya, anta and parardha, 
while in Tai. S. VII. 2. 11-19 various numbers from one to one 

1095. i 

^ nmw: m %. iSr. i. 26. 

1096. TO I 

VIII. 1. 5; fsrm HTOf ^I^ 

^ ^ TO ^ ^ VIII. 46. 22. 



698 


History of Dharmakasira [Sec* II,Ch. XIX 


thousand are mentioned and in VII. 2. 20 numbers from sata, 
sahasra up to pa^ ardhn as in IV. 4. 11. 3-4 are expressed. In Vaj. 
S. 17. 2 bricks from one, ten, hundred up to pcfranlhi (which is 
the 13th order therein ) are referred to as in Tai. S. IV. 4. 11. 3-4. 
Kathaka 17. 10 is the same as Tai. S. jV. 4. 11. 3-4 
(from ‘ Sahasrasya prama asi' to ‘ istaka dheaavah santu’). 
These references show that names for astronomical numbers 
of years had been settled at least more than a thousand 
years before Christ. One should like to know the names of 
numbers in Greece corresponding to the words from arbuda 
onwards. The Nirukta (III. 10 ) gives the derivation of eka, 
dvi, tri, catur, asta, nava, dasa, viihsati, sata, sahasra, ayuta, 
niyuta, prayuta, arbuda. Panini (V. 1. 59 ) mentions pahkti 
{ ten), vimsati, trimsat, catvarimsat, pahcasat, sasti, saptati, 
aSiti, navati and sata and the Mahabhasya on the 4th vartika on 
that Sutra mentions sahasra, ayuta and arbuda among numbers. 
In Sabhaparva numbers from ayuta to pardrdha are mentioned 
as noted below. Aryabhata mentions only ten orders from 
eka to arbuda. (hundred million ) and Vi'nda (thousand million ). 
Th6 Vayupurana (101.93-102 ) mentions the 18 orders of 
numbers from one to pardrdha in a slightly confused manner. 
It may be noted that the ancient Greeks had no single word for 
million. 

The Visnupurana states that parardha is 18th order of 
numbers from one, each order being ten times as much as its 
predecessor. The 18 orders or units of reckoning as employed 
for many centuries in India are set out here. 

1097. TO ^ ^ UfTTO ^ 1 

65.3-4 YudhUthira says this 
when he was about to indulge in a gambling bout). Here the orders are 
not all serially named and ‘ niyuta ' and * antya ’ are wanting. 

1098. TO ^ ^ ^ ^ 

2. The meaning is * the numbers eka...vrnda 
are from place to place each ten times of the preceding. ' 

1099 ^ unt n 

VI. 3. 4~5 (one edition reads for ); 

TO^^^i cTct: « ^ ^ 

^ ^ TO ^ H qwm HU: I 

HT3’ 101* 100-102- In the verses from 94 onwards it says ; 

1100. ^'^^ITWTTO^^- 

H I 

n ( mRmw. 10-11). 
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1. 

Eka 

10. 

Abja or Padma. 

2. 

Dasa 

11. 

Kharva. 

3. 

Sata 

12. 

Nikharva. 

4. 

Sabasra 

13. 

Mahapadma. 

5. 

Ayuta 

14. 

Sahku. 

6. 

Laksa 

15. 

Jaladhi or Samudra. 

7. 

Prayuta 

16. 

Antya. 

8. 

Koti 

17. 

Madhya. 

9. 

Arbuda 

18. 

Parardha. 


Alberuni ( Sachau, vol. L p. 175 ) mentions ‘ nyarbuda ’ in 
place of ‘ arbuda * and changes the sequence of the last three as 
‘ madhya, antya, pararJha Herein he appears to have followed 
the Vayu and other puranas. Apararka p. 413 notes verses about 
the 18 sthana<! in which ‘ niyuta ’ occurs for ten laksas ( and not 
prayuta), Vrnda for * Abja ’ or ‘ Padma *; ‘ Sankha ’ and ‘ Padma ’ 
for * Mahapadma * and * Sahku 

That the decimal system itself goes back thousands of years 
from the present follows from the references in the Samhitas. But 
the question whether the deci/nal positional or place value system 
prevailed in Vedic times is rather a different and difficult one. It 
is generally admitted that the place value decimal system that 
now prevails in Europe and all modern countries was Indian in 
origin and was introduced about the 12th century A. D. in 
Europe by the Arabs who borrowed it from India. The decimal 
place value notation is said to be one of the most fertile inven- 

1101. Vide Colebrooke’s Miscellaneous Essays, vol. II. pp. 504-517 
( references to Indian Astronomer visiting A1 Mansur’s court in 773 A. D.); 
Alberuni’s ‘ India ’ (tr. by Sacbau, vol. II. pp. 312-313 ) and Preface pp. 
XXXII-XXXVI; * a History of Mathematics ’ by Cajori (1913 ) pp. 88 and 
100. Mr. G. R. Kaye, who in many of his writings assumes the role of 
doubter and iconoclast, claims (in J, A. S. B. N S. vol, HI. pp. 475-508) 
that he has proved that this idea about India being the originator of the 
place value notation now prevalent in Europe is not well founded and must 
be re-opened and re-examined. In spite of him Piof. Neugebauer in E.S.A. 
says that the Hindu-Arabic numerals were introduced in Europe in the 12th 
century A D. (p 4) and Prof. Filliozat on ’Scientific thought in Ancient India’ 
in East and West, vol. VI. No. 4 pp. 285-292 says at p.291 that Europeans owe 
to India the popularisation of the decimal system and also the trigonometric 
sine. Vide also I. H. Q . vol. III. pp, 97-120 and 356-375 on * Origin and 
development of numerals ’ by Sukumar Ranjan Das, Bulletin of the Cal¬ 
cutta Mathematical Society, vol XVll pp 195-202 by Saradakant Ganguly 
on * Aryabhata's alphabet and Greeks *, Bharatakaumudi vol. I. pp *253-258, 
• Hindu Arabic numerals ’ by W. E. Clark, pp. 217-236 in Lanman Presen¬ 
tation volume and ‘ Hindu Arabic numerals ’ by Smith and Carspinki (1911). 
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tions of man. There is a good deal of literature on this subject 
which is passed over here as not material for our purpose. One 
of the latest works on this system is ‘ From Zero to Infinity ’ by 
Constance Reid (Routledge and Kegan Paul, London, 1956). Zero 
is the first of ten symbols with which one can represent an 
infinitude of numbers and it is also the first of the numbers. 
This work says that the zero escaped even the greatest Greeks, 
Pythagoras, Euclid and Archimedes (p. 4). The Egyptians 
had a decimal system of numerals but no sign for zero and 
therefore no positional notation, which even the Greeks did not 
know; ancient Babylonians also had no definite symbol for zero 
and there is no example of zero signs at the end of numbers even 
in their latest astronomical writings. It is difficult to say when 
exactly a symbol or word for zero was employed in India. But 
it must have been several centuries before the beginning of the 
Christian era. Pihgala’s work on metres is a vedahga. Pihgala’s 
sutra on metres inakes use of zero (sunya) in VIII 28-31. 
Even the Satapatha Br. (XI. 4. 3 ^^0) seems to be aware of 
Vedahgas. But it may be argued that there is nothing to show 
that Pihgala’s work was known to it. It is most probably 

1102. Vide ' Legacy of Egypt ’ ( Glaoville p. 166), E S. A. by Neuge- 
bauer p, 20, Sarton in ' a History of Science ‘ p. 69; Prof. Neugebauer in 
JAOS. vol. 61 pp. 213-215 avers that strong arguments exist for the assump¬ 
tion that the Babylonian methods of calculation went, together with Greek 
Astronomy, to India, and that, sometime in the first centuries of the 
Christian era, the corresponding decimal place value notation in India, 
which through the Arabs gave rise to the mcderu system of Euro],e. With 
great respect the author must demur to these assertions. The learned writer 
endeavours to show that a peculiar sign was used for zero in Mesopotamian 
cuneiform texts. The important questions that must be answered are; who 
discovered the symbol for zero now used almost throughout the world, 
whether the so-called sign for zero w’hich Prof. Neugebauer asserts he has 
discovered in cuneiform texts was ever used in Europe or for that matter any¬ 
where in the world except in Mesopotamia, what direct relation exists 
between the Indian zero symbol and the recently discovered zero symbol 
{which no one had found so far ), whether the symbols for 1 to 9 in India 
bear any resemblance to the Mesopotamian symbols for these numbers, 
whether the Greeks (who admittedly borrowed many things from Meso¬ 
potamia) used the Mesopotamian zero symbol and, if so, when. The 19th 
century was distinguished by the theories of Western Scholars claiming 
that science, philosophy and arts began in Greece and that other nations 
borrowed these from the Greeks. That bubble of Greek primacy in these 
matters has now been pricked. The twentinth century appears to be heading 
for giving to Mesopotamia the place once assigned to the Greeks. The 
Mesopotamian bubble raised by some scholars may be pricked in course of 
time, particularly as regards others borrowing from them. 
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mentioned as Chandoviciti in the Apastamba-dharmasutra. 
Sahara ^104 ^ about 200 A. D. and not later than 400 A. D.) 
speaks of Pihgala’s work as on the same level with Panin i’s 
Sutra. It is unnecessary to offer further proofs of the antiquity 
of Pihgala’s sutra. 

There were several methods of writing numerals. One was 
the place value notation, in which the same numeral has different 
values according to the place it occupies; for example, the figure 
two may have the value of only two or twenty or two hundred 
and so on according as it occupies the units place or tens place 
or hundreds place. Another way is that of employing words to 
denote complete numbers. This was a very reliable method when in 
astronomy huge figures had to be employed and works were not 
printed but only copied by hand. In ancient times, the writers 
of mss. might often omit zeros or other figures, but if words with 
a fixed meaning in relation to numbers were used, they would 
not be so easily dropped and as many works were metrical, the 
omission of a word, if any, might have been far more easily 
detected. It is difficult to say when this system was introduced. 
But its beginnings are ancient. For example, the word krta *iB 
used in the Taittiriya Brahmana in the sense of ‘ four 
Varahamihira (beginning of the 6th century A. D.) employs 
these word numerals but in the place value system ( vide H. of 
Dh. vol. in, p. 897 n. 1763.) The following is a list of some of the 
very usual numbers with the corresponding words employed 
to indicate them It should be noted that the list is not exhaus¬ 
tive. Any number of synonyms may be employed to indicate 
the same number. Vide the lists in Alberuni ( Sachau, vol. I. 
pp. 174-179 ) and Buhler’s ‘ Indian Paleography ’(LA. voL 33; 
appendix pp. 83-86 ). 

1103, I 1 

em. u. II- 8. 10-11. 

gr \ HUT H HT I 

on i* i* 5. p. 54. 

1105. ^ arr. I. 5. 11. 1. 

1106. I- 26 

(MS in Bhau Daji Collection of the Bombay Asiatic Society). i or example, 
it may be noted that the Amarakosa gives twenty-five synonyms for ^ in 
one place, besides qpT and mentioned elsewhere as divine beings. 

This work {in I. 17-25) gives a list of the important word numerals as 
follows: H 1 7 rr^ 

f Continued on next page ) 
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Zero—sunya, kha, ambara ( sky ), gagana, abhra, akasa, bindu, 
purna.^^^^ 

One—eka, bhumi (earth), indu (the moon), rupa, adi, Visnu. 

Two—dvi, aksi or locana (eye), paksa, Asvin, dasra, dos or 
dosan ( arm ), bhuja, yama or yamala (twins ). 

Three—tri, krama (from three steps of Visnu in Rg. I. 22.18. 
I. 155. 5 ), grama (in music ), Rama, pura ( cities burnt 
by Rudra), loka ( earth, heaven and hell), guna ( sattva, 
rajas, tamas), agni (garhapatya, ahavaniya and 
daksinagni). 

Four—Catur, abdhi (ocean), krta, yuga, veda, sruti, yarn a 
(brahmana etc.) 

Five—pancan, isu or sara ( arrows of Madana ), vayu (prana, 
apana &c.), hhxiidk {prthvl, waters, air, akasa)^ 

aksa ( sense organ ), indriya, Pandava or Pandu-suta. 

Six—Sat, rasa (sweet, acid, salt &c.), ahga (the six auxiliary 
sciences of the Veda ), rtu ( seasons ), tarka (logical 
categories from dravya to samaiaya)^, darsana (six 
systems of philosophy). 

Seven—Saptan, rsi or muni (the seven sages ), svara ( nisada, 
rsabha &c. in music), asva ( seven horses of the Sun, 
who is called ‘ saptasva ’ in Rg, V. 45. 9 ), giri, parvata 
( Mahendra, Malaya, Sahya &c.), dhatu (elements of 
the body, viz. skin, blood &c.). 

Eight—astan, vasu, sarpa ( vide note 321 for eight nagas ), 
mahgala, matahgaja (elephants of eight quarters), 
siddhi ( anima, laghima &c. in yoga ). 


( Continued from last pa^e ) 

II 19 I II 20 

I II 21 




r II 25. 


1107. Vide Pancasiddhantika IV. 7 and 11, XVIII. 35 and 45 for 
sun y a, and IV. 8 for 'ambara*; Bhaskaracarya uses ' purna ’ for zero in 
saying that he was born in * rasa-guna-purna-mahi * saka year, RXipa de¬ 
noting one and rasa 6 occur in ancient Bakhshali ms (vide I. A. vol. 17 
at p. 35 ) which throughout employs the decimal system of notation. 
Randhra (opening ) means * nine * because there are nine openings in the 
human body, viz. the mouth, the two eyes, two ears, two nostrils, organ of 
generation and that of excretion ; compare ‘ 

V. 13; 5T^rc X. 8. 48. 
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Nine—navan, sankhya (from 1 to 9), Nanda (nine Nanda kings), 
randbra or cbidra, nidhi (treasure, mahapadma, sankha, 
makara &c.), anka ( numerals one to nine), go or graha 
or nabbascara ( planets). 

Ten— dasan, parikti, asa or disa (directions including urdhva 
and adhara ), avatara, Ravana-siras. 

Eleven—Ekadasan, Mabesvara, Rudra. 

Twelve—dvada^an, aditya, arka. surya, masa. 

Thirteen—trayodasan, Visve ( visve-devab ). 

Fourteen—caturdasan, Manu, Indra, bhuvana ( worlds, bhuh &c, 
seven, and seven patalas \ 

Fifteen—pancadasan, titbi. 

Sixteen—sodasan, kala ( digits of tbe Moon ), nrpa or rajan^^^ 

(kings), asti. 

Seventeen sapta.dasan, atyasti. 

Eighteen—astadasan, dbrti. 

Nineteen—ekonaviriTsati, atidbrti. 

Twenty—virhsati, krti, nakba ( nails ), ahguli (fingers of the 
hands and feet together ), 

Twenty one—ekavirnsati, prakrti, murcbana (in music). 

Twenty two—dva virhsati, jati, akrti. 

Twentyfour—caturvimsati, Jina or siddha (24 Jain tirthahkaras). 

Twenty five—^pancavimsati, tattva ( 25 Sankhya principles, vide 
note 1092 ). 

Twentyseven—^saptavirhsati, bha, naksatra. 

Thirty two—’dvatrirhsat, dasana or dvija ( both mean * teeth ). 

Thirtythree—trayastrirhsat, sura ( gods). 

Fortynine—ekonapancasat, tana ( notes in music). 

The above method of employing particular significant 

words to denote certain numbers even in decimal place 

value system is largely employed by Varahamihira in his 

Pancasiddhantika (e. g. I. 8 in note 1004 abo ve, VUI. 1) 

1107 a. ' VI. 1. 


59. 

1108. There is a section in chap. 55-71 (16 

ancient kings named Marutta, Suhotra, Paurava &c.). Asti is a Vedic metre, 
each of its four pidas having 16 letters as in Rg. II. 22.1; Atyasti is another 
Vedic metre with 68 letters in four padas; Dhrti, Atidbrti. Krti, Prakrti, and 
Akrti have respectively 72, 76, 80, 84, 88 letters in all pad^s, The Rk 
pritisakhya ( 16. 83-90) says ^ 

l....ed. by Mangal Deva 

Shastri, Allahabad {1931 ). 
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and in Brhat-samhita 8. 20 and by all later astronomical 
writers. The particular matter to be noted is that the first 
word in a group ( denoting a number ) is to be assigned to the 
units place, the next to its left in the tens place, so that a word 
like ‘ saptasvi-veda-sahkhyam ’ becomes 4-^7 (by the rule 
‘ ankanam vamato gatih ’). 

Another method for expressing numbers is elaborated by 
Aryabhata in his Dasagitikapada (verse 3 ) where the letters 
from k ( ka also) to m have the values of 1 to 25, while ?//, ra, la^ 
m, sa, sa, sa and ha stand for 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 and 100 
and so on towards more complicated matters. 

The fourth ahga in a pahcahga is called Fo^a. There is no 
direct astronomical phenomena corresponding to it. It is 
calculated from the sum of the longitudes of the Sun and the 
Moon (or it is the time during which the sun and the moon 
together accomplish 13 degrees and 20 minutes of space). When 
this amounts to degrees 13. 20 the first Yoga called Viskambha 
ends; when it amounts to 26.40 the 2nd Yoga Priti ends and 
so on. The yogas are 27 (that thus make 360 degrees ) as stated 
in the Ratnamala IV. 1-3 and are as follows :— 

Name Deity 

1. V iskambha—Yama. 

2. Priti — Visnu. 

3. Ayusmat—Candra. 

4. Saubhagy a—Brahma. 

5. Sobhana — Brhaspati. 

6. Atiganda — Candra. 

7. Sukarman—Indra. 

8. Dhrti—Apah. 

9. Sula — Sarpa. 

10. Ganda — Agni. 

11. V rddhi — Sury a. 

12. Dhniva—Prthvl. 

13. Vyaghata—Pavana. 

14. Harsana—Rudra. 

1109. How neatly huge numbers can be indicated by words may be 

illustrated by the f|r. I. 28 ^ 

nm: I ^ These come to 1972947179 days. 

1110, The Da^gUika verse 3 has been differently interpreted by 
different scholars. Vide Fleet in JRAS in 1911 pp. 109-128 for Aryabhata’s 
system and pp. 115-125 for explanation of the verse. 


15. Vajra—Varuna. 

16. Siddhi — Ganesa. 

17. Vyatipata—Siva. 

18. Variyas — Kubera. 

19. Parigha — Visvakarman. 

20. Siva—Mitra. 

21. Siddha—Kartikeya. 

22. Sadhya — Savitri. 

23. Subha—Kamala. 

24. Sukla—Gauri. 

25. Brahman — ASvinau. 

26. Aindra—Pitrs. 

27. Vaidhrti —Aditi. 
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These are nitya (ever-recurring) Yogas. The Ratnamala 
states that they yield good or bad results in keeping with their 
names. The Muhurtadarsana^^^^ states that among these 27 
yogas nine are condemned, viz. Parigha, V'yatipata, Vajra, 
Vyaghata, Vaidhrti, Viskambha, Sula, Ganda^^^^ and Atiganda. 
The Ratnamala provides that Yyatipata and Vaidhrti are wholly 
inauspicious, the first half of Parigha is so and only the first 
quarter of those Yogas the names of which are odious; and that 
one should avoid in all auspicious rites the first three ghatikas 
in Viskambha and Vajra, nine ghatis in Vyaghata, five in Sula, 
six in Ganda and Atiganda. The Agnipurana^^*^ (127.1-2) has 
similar verses. The Kalanirnaya-karika^^^^ provides that when 
a Yoga spreads over two days, fasts and the like are to be observed 
on the first of the two days provided that Yoga exists at sunset 
on that day, and vratas and religious gifts are to be performed 
on the latter ( of two days ) provided the Yoga exists for three 
muhurtas (i. e. six ghatis) after sunrise and for sraddha the day 
on which the Yoga extends over the time required for the sraddha 
rite should be accepted. 

The system of Yogas must be held to be ancient. The Yajna- 
valkyasmrti (I. 218 ) when specifying the times for the perfor¬ 
mance of sraddhas includes Vyatipata among them. In the 
Harsacarita of Bana it is said ( Ucchvasa IV ) that Harsa was 
born on a day free from the taint of all defects such as Vyatipata 
( vyatipatadi-sarvadosabhisahga-rahite^hani). There would gene¬ 
rally be 13 vyatipatas in a year (sometimes 14) and, among 
the 96 sraddhas, sraddhas on these thirteen vyatipatas are 


vRfcU: I II. 16. 

1112. ^ ^ ^ ^ 3n^: t 

^ H IV. 4-5. 


1113. ^ vsa i ^ ^ 

‘: n ^ h ^ 

127 . 1 - 2 . 


108-109 ; 3 


f ^O Tiy pp. 329-330. 


H. D. 89 
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included (vide H. of Dh. vol. IV pp. 382-383 and note 861). 
Besides these 27 Yogas, there are others that occur when there 
are special conjunctions of weekdays with certain tithis and 
naksatras or when certain planets occupy certain rasis on 
certain tithis and naksatras. For Kapilasasthlyoga and Ardho- 
daya, vide above pp. 279 and 261, Vyatipata itself has two 
technical senses apart from being 17th out of the 27 Yogas 
mentioned above viz. (1) When amavasya^^^^ occurs on a Sunday 
and the moon is in the first quarter on any one of the naksatras 
Sravana, AsvinI, Dhanistha, Ardra andAslesa that is Vyatipata ; 
( 2 ) When on the 12th of the bright half Jupiter and Mars are 
in the sign Lion, the Sun is in Ram and when that tithi has 
Hasta naksatra on it, it is Vyatipata Yoga. These two are 
sometimes called M aha vyatipata. Gifts made on those conjunc¬ 
tions are very much commended ‘gifts on amavasya yield one 
hundred-fold merit, on the suppression of a tithi a thousand-fold, 
on Visuvaday ten thousand-fold, buton Vyatipata endless (merit). 
By gifts of cows, land, gold and clothes made on this the donor 
becomes free from sin and secures godhead, the position of Indra, 
health, the rulership of men.^^^^ The Suryasiddhanta ( XI. 1-2 ) 
gives an explanation of Vyatipata and Vaidhrta^^^^ (or Vaidhrti)- 
when the sun and the moon are on the same side of either solstice 
and when the sum of their longitudes being a circle they are of 
equal declination it is styled Vaidhrti. When the moon and the 
sun are on opposite sides of either solstice and their minutes of 
declination are the same, it is Vyatipata, the sum of their 


1115. \ «WVfrr: H » 

by p. 426, Inn? (on p. 673, II. 341 (without 

name), 364 (no names). The holds that means 

, while and take it to mean the first quarter and 

connect it with all the preceding nak^tras. 209. 13 is almost the 

same as ^^ 473 . 

1116. ^ 

3TO H by on P. 673, 

p. 364. 


1117. ^ ^nTT% 

150 quoted as by amrJ p. 292 and as by |j?ri? 

( on ) P‘ 672. 

1118. 34i%{f% ^ 1 

n q- by t. ( on ) pp. 673- 674. 


« RMfidiqH4Ml I « 

XI. 1-2. 
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longitudes being a half circle. Why the times mentioned should 
be looked upon as specially inauspicious or unfortunate is not 
at all clear and no plausible reason has been assigned. The 37th 
Yoga called Vaidhrti was just like Vyatipata in all respects. 
Bharadvaja says that the merit of gifts made on Vyatipata and 
Vaidhrti is endless. 

In the pahcafigas several Yogas (that have nothing to do 
with the 37 yogas) like Amrtasiddhi, Yamaghanta, Dagdhayoga, 
Mrtyuyoga, Ghabada are mentioned; they are purely astrological 
and all of them except three are passed over here for reasons of 
space. When on Sunday there is Hasta, on Monday Mrgasirsa, 
on Tuesday Asvini, on Wednesday Anuradha, on Thursday Tisya 
(i. e. Pusya), on Friday Revatl and on Saturday RohinI, all 
these are Amrtasiddhiyogas (fortunate ones ). Avoid Anu¬ 
radha on Sunday, Uttarasadha on Monday, Satataraka on 
Tuesday, Asvini on Wednesday, Mrgasirsa on Thursday, Aslesa 
on Friday and Hasta on Saturday—these are seven Mrtyuyogas 
(inauspicious). If the weekdays from Sunday to Saturday 
occur on the tithis, 12th, 11th, 10th, 3rd, 6th, 2nd, 7th respec¬ 
tively, these are Dagdhayogas (inauspicious yogas). 

The fifth item in a pancanga is Karana. Half of a tithi is 
Karana and thus there are two Karanas in a tithi and 60 Karanas 
in a lunar month. Karanas are of two kinds, viz. cara ( moving) 
and sthira (immoveable ). The seven cara karanas with their 
presiding deities according to Brhatsarhhita, chap. 99. 1-2 
are : 1. Bava-Indra; 2. Balava-Brahma; 3 Kaulava—Mitra; 
4. Taitila-Aryaman; 5. Gara (or Garaja)-Earth; 6. Vanija- 
Sri; 7. Visti-Yama. The four karanas with their deities 
are: 1. Sakuni-Kali; 2. Catuspada-Vrsa; 3. Naga-snake; 
4. Kimstughna-Vayu. Some works transpose the two, Catuspada 
and Naga. This division of a tithi into two halves resembles 
the division of a rasi into two hords (Brhajjataka L 9 ). It is 
likely that one was suggested by the other. The difficulty is to 
decide which was the earlier. I believe it likely that the division 
of tithis into two karanas is the earlier of the two. The sthira 
karanas occur only once in a month i. e. on the latter half of 

1120. 

^ VIII. 8 (ms.); 

^ M p. 31 wse 126; 

p. 28 verse 114. 
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14th tithi of dark half occurs Sakuni: Catuspada and Naga 
occupy the two halves of amavasya and Kirhstughna occurs on 
the first half of Pratipad i. e. if the 30 tithis of an amanta month 
are divided into 60 halves, Sakuni, Catuspada and Naga occupy 
the 58th, 59th and 60th parts and Kirhstughna occupies the first 
half of the pratipad of the next month. Bava occupies the second 
half of sukla pratipad and the others follow one after another 
and as they are only seven they are repeated eight times in a 
month from the 2nd half of pratipad to the first half of the 14th 
tithi of a dark half, which would be 57th of the sixty halves of the 
tithis of the month and would be occupied by Visti. In the 
pancahgas, two karanas should properly be shown under each 
tithi, but in pancahgas only that Karana is shown against a 
tithi whose ending moment is 30 ghatikas or less from sunrise. 
The ending times of Karanas which are assigned to the 2nd 
halves of tithis coincide with those of the tithis themselves and 
therefore there is no need for their calculation. The ending 
times of the first halves of tithis which correspond to certain 
Karanas are got in the manner described by Pillai in his ‘ Indian 
Ephemeris vol. I. part 1 p. 37, paragraphs 106-107. 

The word Karana is derived from the root * kr ’ (to do) and 
is said to have been so named because it divides a tithi in two 
parts.The names of most of the Karanas are somewhat 
strange and inexplicable. The word ‘ Taitila-kadra ’ occurs in 
Panini VI. 2. 42 (with regard to accent) but the Kasika ex¬ 
plains that Taitila means ‘ a descendant or pupil or Titilin *. 
If a mere conjecture were to be offered, the Karana Taitila 
might have been first named after a man so called. The Karanas 
are only of astrological use and must have been named many 
centuries before 400 A. D. The Naradapurana^^^^ mentions both 
kinds of Karanas. The Brhat-samhita lays down what should 
be done or not done on the several Karanas as follows : one 

1121 . * 
com. on 5 . I. 41. 

1X22. ^ ^wiT^JTmn^T: * 

j I. 54. 126-127. 

1123. 

fSrn: n 99, 3-5. 
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should perform on Bava all auspicious (religious) rites, all acts 
that bring about physical health: on Balava religious acts and 
acts beneficial to brahman as; on Kaulava acts leading to good 
relations and friendship and choosing a bride; on Taitila acts 
that lead to popularity with people, to securing the patronage (of 
some important person ) and building a house: on Gara actions 
pertaining to ploughing, sowing seeds and those that arise in 
houses; on Vanija, acts of a permanent nature, trading, and 
meeting with people; whatever is done on Visti does not bring 
about fortunate results; but actions as regards destruction of 
enemies, poisoning and incendiarism become successful on it; 
on Sakuni one should do what leads to physical health and 
medication, planting roots and eating them and becoming suc¬ 
cessful in mantras; on Catuspada actions relating to cows (i. 0. 
gifts of them and rearing them ), actions regarding brahraanas 
and one’s ancestors and king's business should be done; on 
Naga, acts relating to immoveable property, cruel acts, depriv¬ 
ing ( a man of his wealth or wife ) and acts that lead to hatred 
among people; on Kirhstughna, auspicious (religious) acts, 
Vedic sacrifices (called isUs ) and acts leading to physical 
prosperity and mangala acts (marriage &c.) and other acts that 
bring success in these matters. 

One very noticeable feature is that the 7th mobile Karana 
called Visti appears to have inspired great terror in the minds 
of medieval writers on Dharmasastra. It will be noticed that 
dividing the lunar month into 60 halves of tithis, and beginning 
Bava on the second half of the pratipad of an amanta month, 
the Karana Visti will occur eight times in one month as the 
following diagram of the sixty halves will show : 


Bava 

2 

9 

16 

23 

30 

37 

44 

51 

Balava 

3 

10 

17 

24 

31 

38 

45 

52 

Kaulava 

4 

11 

18 

25 

32 

39 

46 

53 

Taitila 

5 

12 

19 

26 

33 

40 

47 

54 

Gara 

6 

13 

30 

27 

34 

41 

48 

55 

Vanija 

7 

14 

21 

28 

35 

42 

49 

56 

Visti 

8 

15 

23 

29 

36 

43 

50 

57 


The fixed Karanas will be Sakuni 58,59 Catuspada, 60 Naga, 
1 (pratipad first half of next month ) Kirhstughna. 
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In the dark Visti will occur in the latter half of the 

third and 10th tifchis and in the first half of the 7th and 14th 
tithis; in the bright half Visti will occur In the latter half of the 
4th and 11th tithis and the first half of the 8th and 15th ( i. e. 
Paurnamasi) tithis. The Rajainartanda^^^s states ‘ Some regard 
Visti as having the form of a cobra and as terrible; there is 
danger in the mouth of a snake but not in its tail The mouth, 
neck, chest, navel region, waist and tail of Visti are respectively 
of five, one, eleven, four, six and three ghatikas. Great sages 
declare that it (Visti) does not confer fortunate results, therefore 
a good man should avoid these except the tail * (on last three 
ghatikas of Visti auspicious acts may be performed). Visti is 
also euphemistically called Bhadra or Kalyani (it is really 
abhadra ). The terrible nature of Visti is described in two verses 
of Bhima-parakrama quoted in Bhujabala-nibandha p. 30 (vide 
pp. 95-96 of my paper on ‘ Bhoja and his works &c. ’ in Journal 
of Oriental Research, Madras, voL XXIII for 1953-54) which 
also occur in Rajainartanda, verses 1021-22. 

The whole scheme of Karanaa is itself fanciful. But to draw 
a lurid picture of one of them, Visti ( which occurs eight times 
in a month), and say that it is like a cobra or an ogress is the 
height of imagination dominated by astrological considerations. 

Having described at some length the five angas in a 
paficanga, a few words must be said about Hindu calendars, 
though it has been already declared above that purely astro¬ 
nomical matters will not be elaborated in this work. In the 


1124. I fife: « 

by p 207; a similar verse is quoted by ffT. P. 23 

Vide f%. I. 43. 

1125. I ^ 3 ^ 

w 

tRr: I ^ ^ « 

ilsaiffU TP g q by P- 208. These are verses 1015-16 of the ms. of 

described by me in Journal of Oriental research, Madras, vol, 
XXIII. (1953-54 ) at pp. 108^112. The com. on I. 44 quotes 

a verse from for the evil consequences of beginning an aus¬ 

picious rite ( mahgala ) on the different parts of Visti ( except its tail) : 

i ^ 

I com. 
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continent of India there are numerous pahcahgas in vogue and 
there is something like anarchy in this sphere. Hardly any two 
paiicahgas agree completely. Many educated I ndians have 
been demanding that such matters as eclipses, the times of which 
can be noted by anyone, should be accurately predicted by the 
almanacs and that our ancient methods of calculating the 
motions of heavenly bodies should be brought in line with 
modern accurate calculations based upon observations. This is 
just what scientific astronomers like Varahamihira would have 
done if they were living in modern times. At the end of his two 
works Yaraha makes a very candid but solemn request 
‘ whatever in this work comes to be unscientific while it is being 
used or on account of defects in the mss, or whatever may have 
been badly executed by me or insufficiently done or not done at 
all, that should be corrected by learned men, leaving aside all 
passion i jealousy ), and after acquiring ( knowledge ) from the 
lips of well-read men.’ Some almanac-makers follow the Nautical 
Almanac tables as to eclipses and the like and set out other 
matters according to the old tables. As already stated there are 
three main schools of astronomers in India, {1 ) the school that 
follows the Surya-siddhanta ( and is called Saurapaksa), ( 2 ) the 
second follows the Brahmansiddhanta ( and is called Brahma- 
paksa), ( 3 ) the third follows the Aryasiddhanta { and is styled 
Aryapaksa ). There are two main points of difference between 
these, viz. (1) the length of the year, ( 2 ) the number of revolu¬ 
tions of the sun, the moon and the planets in a certain period 
such as a mahayuga. The difference in the length of the year 
among the siddhantas is very small viz. a few vip d is ( a vipala 
being g^rth part of a pala^ which again is guth of a ghatika that 
is equal to 24 minutes ). The length of the year according to the 
S aryasiddhanta is 365 days 15 ghatis, 31. 523 pal while the 
interval in time between two successive returns of the sun to the 
vernal equinox (called the tropical year) is only 365 days, 
14 ghatis and 31. 972 palas and the correct sideral ( naksatra) 
year is 365 days, 15 ghatis, 22 palas and 53 vipalas (vide C. R. C. 
Report p. 240 in hours, minutes and seconds and Dikshit’s 
History ed. of 1931 pp. 159, 440). The result is that if one follows 
the Suryasiddhanta, the starting point of Hindu astronomers 
is at present more than 23 degrees to the east of the correct 
vernal equinox point. This difference is called the aijcmamia, 

1126 »nnr 

^ i05, 5. 28.8. 
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As the longitudes of heavenly bodies reckoned from the equinox 
include these aijanamsas they are called sayana { sa + ayana ). 
The places of heavenly bodies obtained by the methods of the 
Suryasiddhanta and medieval Sanskrit works are distinguished 
by being called jiirayana ( devoid of taking into account 
precession). At present according to most almanacs that employ 
the Suryasiddhanta values Makarasahkranti (Sun’s entrance into 
Capricorn) falls generally on 14th January, but according to the 
most accurate modern calculations, it should fall on 21st 
December; even in calendars that pride themselves on being 
sudd ha the Makarasahkranti falls on 9 th January i. e. our 
Makarasahkranti is celebrated about 23 or 18 days later 
than it should be and the same happens to the vernal equinox, 
autumnal equinox and the summer solstice and many 
other observances. Asvini is still reckoned as the first naksatra 
(in which the vernal equinox is deemed to have occurred about 
saka 444), although the vernal equinox point has receded to the 
Uttara-bhadrapada group of stars (which should now be treated 
as the first naksatra). Efforts have been made by those familiar 
with the modern accurate calculations (such as the late Kero L. 
Chatre) to introduce modrn calculations in our almanacs; but 
they have met with little response. The late Lokamanya Tilak 
(who was a great Vedic scholar and mathematician) held several 
conferences of Indian astronomers and other interested people at 
Bombay (1904), Poona (1917) and at Sangli (1919). At the 
last conference several resolutions were passed which without 
making a total break with the past were calculated to reform 
our calendar and to prevent furthur deterioration. It is un¬ 
necessary to set out all the resolutions, but the most impor¬ 
tant were that the length of the year should be that of the 
Suryasiddhanta but subject to necessary corrections, the 
rate of precession should be accepted at 50*2 tikalas a year ( as 
determined by modern astronomical observations), that the 
Yogatara of Revati (corresponding to Zeta Piscium of 
modern astronomers) should be deemed to be the beginning of the 

1127. Vide note 574 above, where the encyclopoedist scholar Hemadri 
is quoted as saying that the real Makarsankranti takes place 12 days before 
the sahkranti in the almanacs and that the holy time of Makarsahkranti is 
really twelve days earlier than the one on which people celebrate it and 
religious gifts should really be made at that time. 

1128. ctri m sThsT 

• 11 quoted by on 24. 34 and by P* 

(which reads g ^ qr ). 
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Zodiacal belt ( raiicaJcrdramhhasthana ) and that the ayandmsas 
calculated from the starting point by actual observation should 
be accepted for the purpose of a new Karana (astronomical 
manual) to be compiled according to the resolutions. Unfortu¬ 
nately the resolutions did not state where exactly the star Zeta 
Piscium was in a particular saka year. Dr. K. L. Daftari 
prepared a Karana-^grantha called Karanakalpalata in Sanskrit 
which was published in 1924. Almanacs based on its data have 
been published and are sometimes known as * Tilak Pancahga. ’ 
But it must be confessed that our people in general are so much 
custom-ridden that the popular response to the reformed 
calendar is poor. People still follow the pancahgas based on the 
old siddhantas. According to the sastras every religious festival 
Is to be celebrated at the proper time i. e. in the right season and 
on the proper tithi. The tithi depends upon the correct calcula¬ 
tion of the movements of the moon, which are most diflSoult to 
reduce to rules that will give accurate results. Many people will 
not observe the ekadast fast if the eleventh tithi is mixed up 
with the 10th tithi even for a few ghatikas. But what guarantee 
is there that the 10th tithi has been accurately calculated ? The 
ending moments of tithis do not agree with those given by the 
Nautical Almanac which are based on modern formula and are 
verified by actual observation. If tithis be calculated according 
to different Sanskrit astronomical treatises the moment of a 
particular tithi may differ by as much as five hours and the same 
festival (such as Krsnajanmastaml or Dussera ) may be celebrated 
on two successive days in the same city. 

Besides, it must not be forgotten that a pancanga prepared on 
the basis of the latitude and longitude of Poona or Bombay will 
be slightly wrong even at a distance of 30 or 40 miles to the west 
or east or north. It would be a great mistake from the religious 
point of view to employ a pafLcanga prepared on the basis of the 
longitude and latitude of Poona or Bombay in a place several 
hundred miles away (such as in Hyderabad or Aurangabad). 
From the religious point of view if accuracy is to be preserved 
there must be a separate pancanga for every town or every place 
not more than 10 or 15 miles from places like Bombay or Poona 
where pancangas are at present prepared. 

In November 1952 the Government of India appointed a 
committee called the Calendar Reform Committee presided over 
by Dr. Meghanad Saha to examine all existing calendars being 
followed at present in India and to submit proposals for an 
accurate and uniform calendar for the whole of India. That 
H. D. 90 
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committee submitted a very exhaustive and valuable report in 
November 1955. The final recommendations of the Committee 
for a civil calendar and for a religious calendar are set out on 
pp. 6~8 of the report. They are deserving of the most serious 
consideration by all who feel that religious observances must be 
done at the proper time and that now at least in independent 
India there should not only be one uniform civil calendar, but 
also one uniform Hindu religious calendar. ^^29 It appears that 
unless Government makes great efforts for the introduction of a 
correct calendar even for religious purposes, it would be futile to 
assume that common people will spontaneously adopt a correct 
pancahga. 

Some of the important recommendations of the Committee 
may be set out here for the information of readers. 

Recommendations for civil calendar 
(1) The Saka era should be used in the unified national calendar. 
The Saka year 1876 corresponds to 1954-55 A. D. 

( 2) The year should start from the day following the vernal 
equinox day. 

( 3 ) Normal year is to consist of 365 days, while a leap year 
would have 366 days. After adding 78 to the Saka era 
year, if the sum is divisible by 4, then it would be a leap 
year. But when the sum becomes a multiple of 100, it 
would be a leap year only when it is divisible by 400; 
otherwise it would be a common year. 

(4) Caitra (or Chaitra as often written) should be the first 
month of the year and the lengths of the different mouths 
should be fixed as follows :— 


Caitra—30 days (31 days in a 
leap year). 
Vai&akha—31 days. 

Jyestha—31 days. 

Asadha—31 days. 

Sravana—31 days. 

Bhadrapada—31 days. 


Alvina—30 days. 

Kartika — 30 days. 
Margasirsa—*30 days. 
Pausa—30 days. 
Magha—30 days. 
Phalguna—30 days. 


1129. Those interested in Indian Calendar Reform should read the Marathi 
Preface to Dr. K. L. Daftari's work in Sanskrit 'Kara^-kalpalata', Mr. S. M. 
Karamalkar’s Marathi work *Khareih paficahga kasem mileV (1950 ), 1. H. 
Q. vol. IV. pp. 483-511 on * Hindu Calendar ’ by Sukumar Ranjan Das, 
Dr. Saha’s papers on * Reform of Indian calendar * in *Science and Culture’ 
( Calcutta, 1952). vol. XVII. pp. 57-68 and 109-123 and the Report of the 
Calendar Reform Committee. 
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The dates of the reformed Indian calendar would thus have 
a permanent correspondence with the Gregorian calendar. 
The corresponding dates would be ; 


Hindu Gregorian 
Caitra 1 — March 22 in a 
common year and 
21 in a leap year. 
Vaisakha 1 — April 21. 
Jyestha 1 — May 22. 

Asadha 1 — June 22. 

Sravana 1 — July 23. 
Bhadrapada 1 — August 23. 


Asvina 1 —September 23. 

Kartika 1 — October 23. 
Margasirsa 1 — November 22. 
Pausa 1 — December 22. 
Magha 1 — January 21. 
Phalguna 1 — February 20. 


The Indian seasons would thus be permanently fixed with 
respect to the reformed Calendar as follows : 


Seasons : 

Grisma — Vaisakha and 
(summer) Jyestha. 

Varsa — Asadha and 

(rains) Sravana. 

Sarad — Bhadrapada and 

(Autumn) Asvina. 


Hemanta — Kartika and 
(late autumn) Margasirsa. 

Sisira — Pausa and Magha. 
(winter) 

Vasanta — Phalguna and 
(Spring) Caitra. 


The States now having the solar calendars for civil and 
partly religious purposes which start the year from VaiSakha 
( April 14th) will have to begin the year 23 days earlier, but the 
first month will be Caitra. The effect of this will be that in 
Bengal, Orissa and Assam solar months start approximately 
seven days later than now, and in Tamil-nad solar months start 
approximately 23 days earlier than now, for the month called 
Vaisakha (14th April to 14th May) in Bengal and Orissa is 
called Chittirai (or caitra) in Tamil>»nad. Those who use the lunar 
calendar beginning with Caitra also for civil purposes would 
experience no great difficulty in adopting this unified calendair 


1130. It may be noted that under the Indian Limitation Act (Act I of 
1908 ) section 25. all instruments shall, for the purposses of the Limitation 
Act, be dearned to be made with reference to the Gregorian Calendar. This 
rule is absolute and therefore even if a bond is made on a tithi of a lunar 
month in a certain ^ka year and is made payable four months after the 
^ka date, the period of limitation applicable to a suit brought on the bond 
runs from the expiration of four months after the date computed according 
to the Gregorian Calendar. 
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as they have at present the beginning of their year on various 
dates from 15th March to 13th April and the first month is Caitra, 

ReQommendations for religious calendar. 

(5) The calculation for Saura ( solar ) months necessary 
for determining the lunar months of the same name will start 
23 degrees and 15 minutes (fixed ayanarhsa) ahead of the vernal 
equinox point. This tallies with the present practice of most 
almanac-makers. 

The months would thus commence at the moments when the 
tropical longitude of the sun attains the following values; viz. 
Saura Vai^akha commences when the sun has the longitude of 

15', Saura Jyestha and the other Saura months upto Caitra 
will commence when the sun has respectively the longitude of 
53^5', 83° 15', 113" 15', 143° 15', 173° 15', 203° 15', 233° 15', 
263° 15', 293° 15', 323° 15', 353° 15'. 

This recommendation is to be regarded only as a measure of 
compromise, so that a violent break with the established practice 
would be avoided. But this compromise would not make our 
present seasons in the several months as they were in the days 
of Kalidasa and Varahmihira. It is hoped that at not a distant 
date, further reforms for locating the lunar and solar festivals 
in the seasons in which they were originally observed will be 
adopted. 

(6) As usual the lunar months for religious purposes 
would commence from the moment of new moon and would be 
named after the saura month in which the new moon falls. If 
there be two new moons during the period of a Saura month the 
lunar month beginning from the first new moon is the adhika or 
mcda masa and the lunar month beginning from the moment of 
the second new moon is the iuddha or nija masa as usual. 

(7) The moment of the moon’s exit from a naksatra 
division of 13"" 20' each or sun’s entry into it would be calculat¬ 
ed with a variable ayanamia (i. e. on the supposition that they 
are fixed with respect to the stars ). The value of this ayanamia 
would amount to 23° 15' 0" on 21 March 1956. Thereafter it 
would gradually increases with the annual rate, the mean value 
of which is about 50.27". 

These arrangements would ensure that the religious obser¬ 
vances determined by the sun such as the Visuva-sankrSnti, 
TJttarayana-sankranti and Daksinayana-sankranti would follow 
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astronomically correct seasons, but those determined by the 
lunar calendar would continue to be observed in times conform¬ 
ing to the present practice and the correction introduced by this • 
report in the length of the year would prevent their further shift 
in relation to the seasons. 

The dates of festivals have already shifted by twenty-three 
days from the seasons in which they were observed about 1400 
years ago as a result of our almanc-makers having ignored the 
precession of the equinoxes. Although it might appear to some 
desirable that the entire amount of shifting be wiped out at 
once, the authors of the Report consider it expedient to maintain 
this as constant difference and to stop its further increase. As a 
result there would at present be no deviation from the prevail¬ 
ing custom in the observance of religious festivals. 

In the calculation of nakmtras^ however, the Report has 
adopted a variable ayanafnsay so that at the time of a particular 
naksatra the moon may be seen in the sky in the star or star- 
group of that name. This practice has been followed in our 
country from Vedic times and is perfectly scientific. 

( 8 ) The day should be reckoned from midnight to mid¬ 
night of the central station (82^ degrees E. Longitude and 23"" 
11' North Latitude) for civil purposes but for religious purposes 
the local sunrise system may be followed. 

{9 ) For the purpose of all calculations, the longitudes of 
the sun and the moon should be obtained by applying the most 
upto-date and complete equations of their motions, so that they 
may tally with their actually observed values. 

(10) Steps should be taken to compile an * Indian Ephe- 
meris and Nautical Almanac * by the Grovernment of India, 
showing in advance the positions of the sun, the moon, the 
planets and other heavenly bodies. The Indian calendar, both 
civil and religious, prepared according to the above recommenda¬ 
tions should be included in that publication every year. 

One can only express the hope that the above mentioned 
recommendations of the Committee of distinguished astronomers 
and Sanskrit scholars will receive a wide and hearty response 
from the Hindu people and that the present confusion and 
anarchy in the matter of religious observances in our country 
will come to an end as soon as possible. The Government of 
India accepted the principal recommendations of the Committee 
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by issuing a Press Note on 23rd October 1956 which decided 
that the Uniform National Calendar ihould ba adopted with 
• effect from March 22, 1957 correspondii* to ( Solar) Chaitra 1, 
1879, Saka Era, for certain oflScial purposes in conjunction with 
the Gregorian Calendar and laid down the steps to be taken by 
the Central Government and the States Governments for imple¬ 
menting the decision. To avoid misunderstandings and to encou¬ 
rage the use by the mass of the people of this Solar Calendar, 
Government has decided to make use of both the Gregorian 
Calendar and the New Indian Solar Calendar together in some 
Government business, such as publishing the Indian Government 
Gazette with both dates, the All India Radio Broadcasting news 
every day announcing both dates at the beginning. But 
Government is not going to give up as far as possible the 
practice of declaring public holidays on religious festivals 
according to the old Calendars. The Government will publish 
translations of the Calendar Reform Committee’s Report in the 
principal languages of India. It must be said however that this 
Calendar does not remove all the defects of the Gregorian 
Calendar.^^^^ The years will still commence on different week days 
and the number of days in each month still varies. It is feared 
that this will add only one more calendar to the existing ones. 


1131. The Gregorian calendar now in general use in Europe and other 
parts of the world is irregular, unbalar'^ed and inconvenient (vide pp. 
643-44 above.). For twenty-five years the World Calendar Association 
founded by Miss. Elisabeth Achelis in New York has been dedicating its 
time and resources to the introdution of the World Calendar in many lands. 
The oatstanding features of this world calendar are : Every year is the same 
and begins on Sunday, 1st January and ends on Saturday: each of its four 
quarters has 91 days, 13 weeks or three months; January, April, July and 
October have 31 days each and the other months have 30 days each; the 
Calendar is stabilized and made perpet al by ending the year with a 365th 
day following 30th December each ye* , This additional day is named W 
(it is a World Holiday) and equal to 31st December, a leap year a day 
is added at the end of the 2ad quarter, is named W, equals 31 June, called 
Leap year day and is another World HoIiH v The United Nations Organi¬ 
sation has not yet lent its support to the M u. id Calendar. An interesting 
vfoA is * Time coants : the story of the Calendar * by Harold Watkins 
(London, 1954.) 
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